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NINTH   REPORT 

PBOM  THX  IBLXCT  COMMITTEE  (oF  THE  MOUSE  OF  COMMOlTf)  APPOIHTKD  TO  TAEM 
lETO  COniDXaATXOir  THE  STATE  OF  THE  ADMIVISTRATIOH  OF  JUSTICE  IH  THB 
PEOnirOES  OF  BSNOAL,  BAHAR,  and  ORISSA,  ARD  to  REPORT  THX  SAME,  AS  IT 
•BALL  APPEAR  TO  THEM,  TO  THX  HOUSX,  WITH  THEIR  OBSERTATIOHi  THERX- 
UPOM ;  AND  WHO  WERE  IRSTRUCTED  TO  COHSIDXR  HOW  THB  BRITISH  POSSESSIOMS 
III  THX   BAST  IRDIES   MAT  BE    HELD   AAD  OOTERRED  WITH   THE   GREATEST  SBCU- 

Rrrr  ard  adtartaoe  to  this  coumtrt,  ahp  bt  what  mbars  the  HAPPiRxn 

OF  THE  XATXTB  IHHABITARTi  MAT   BB  BEST   PROMOTED. — (26  JURB,   178S.) 

I.^^B«BRTATioRS  OB  THB  STATE  OF  THX  to  remand  UieiR  back  to  that  obacority,  mja- 

compabt's  AFFAIRS  IB  iBDiA.  tofj,  and  tntriguei  out  of  which  they  haro 

been  fi>rced  upon  publick  notice,  by  the  cala- 

Ih  <mler  to  enable  the  honte  to  adopt  the  ini(ies  arising  from  their  extreme  mismanago- 

BMMt  proper  means  for  regulating  the  British  ment.    This  mismanagement  has  itaelf(aa 

govemment  in  India,  and  for  promoting  the  your  committee  conceive)  in  a  great  measure 

happinees  of  the  natiTes,  who  lire  under  its  ariaen  from  dark  cabals,  and  secret  suggea- 

authority  or  influence,  your  committee  hold  tiona  to  persona  in  power,  without  a  regular 

it  expedient  to  oollect  into  distinct  points  of  publick  inquiry  into  the  good  or  evil  tendency 

Tiew  the  circnmatanoea  by  which  that  goyem-  of  any  meaaure,  or  into  the  merit  or  demerit 

meat  appeara  to  them  to  be  moat  eaaentially  c(  any  person  intrusted  with  the  company's 

disordered;  and  to  explain  fully  the  principlea  concerns. 

of  policy,  and  the  course  of  conduct,  by  which  The  plan  adopted  by  your  committee,  is, 

the  natiTes  of  all  ranks  and  orders  have  been  First,   To  consider  the  law  regulating  the 

reduced  to  their  preaent  state  of  depression  East-India  Cmnpany,  as  it  now  stands ;  and, 

and  misery.  Secondly,  To  inquire  into  the  circumstances 

Your  committee  have  endearoured  to  per-  of  the  two  great  links  of  connexion,  by  which 

ibrm  this  task  in>plain  and  popular  language,  the  territorial  poasessions  in  India  are  united 

knowing  that  nothing  has  alienated  the  house  to  thia  kingdom ;    namely,  the   c(Mnpany*a 

from  inquiriea,  absolutely  neceasary  for  the  commerce ;    and  the  government   exercised 

performance  of  one  of  the  most  essential  of  under  the  charter,  and  under  acts  of  parlia- 

all  its  duties,  so  much  as  the  technical  Ian-  ment.    The  last  of  these  objects,  the  oom- 

guage  of  the  company's  records ;  as  the  Indian  merce,  is  taken  in  two  points  of  view,  the 

names  of  persons,  of  offices,  of  the  tenure  and  earfemoi,  or  the  direct  trade  between  India  and 

qoaUties  of  estates,  and  of  all  the  raried  bran-  Europe ;  and  the  interns/,  that  is  to  say,  the 

ches  of  their  intricate  revenue.    This  Ian-  trade  of  Bengal  in  all  the  articles  of  produce 

guage  is  indeed  of  necessary  use  in  the  exo-  and  manufacture,  which  furnish  ^  company's 

cutive  departments  of  the  company's  affairs ;  investment. 

but  it  is  not  necessary  to  parliament.  A  Ian-  The  government  is  considered  by  your  com- 
gnage,  so  foreign  f^ma  all  the  ideas  and  habits  mittee  under  the  like  descriptions  of  internal 
ofthe&r  greater  part  of  the  members  of  this  and  external.  The  internal  regards  the  corn- 
house  has  a  tendency  to  disgust  them  with  all  munication  between  the  court  of  directors  and 
sorts ofinquiry concerning Uiis subject.  They  their  servants  in  India;  the  management  of 
are  fatigued  into  such  a  deqtair  of  ever  ob-  the  revenue ;  the  expenditure  of  publick  mo- 
taiaing  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  transac-  ney ;  the  civil  administration ;  the  admiiHS-' 
tions  in  India,  that  thoy  are  eafily  persuaded  tration  of  justice:  and  the  state  of  the  army. 

Vol.  ni.— I 


4  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTEE 

The  external  regards^  first,  the  oondact  and  anj  mode  of  patrooaipe  in  their  appointmeBf. 

■jr>«>i«>«  of  the  company*!  govenaoent  with  Tbe  cause  most  be  sought  elsewhere, 

respect  to  the  native  princes  and  people  depen-  The  set  had  in  its  Tiew  (independentlj  of 

dent  aa  the  Britii^  authority :    and  next,  seireral  detached  regulations)  fire  ftindamen- 

the  proceedings  with  regard  to  those  native  tal  objects  : 

powers,  which  are  wholly  independent  of  the  IsL  The  reformation  of  the  court  of  pr»> 

company.    But  your  comnnttee'a  ohserta-  prietors  of  the  Eaat-lndia  Company: 

tioos  on  the  last  division  extend  to  those  mat-  Sdly.  A  new  model  of  the  court  of  direo- 

ters  only,  which  are  not  comprehended  in  the  tors,  and  an  enforoemmt  of  their  authori^ 

report  of  the  committee  of  secrecy.     Under  over  the  servants  abroad : 

these  heads  your  committee  refer  to  the  most  5dly.  The  establishment  of  a  court  of  ja»* 

leading  particulars  of  abuse,  which  prevail  hi  tiee  capd)le  of  protecting  (he  natives  firom  the 

the  administration  of  India;  deviating  only  oppressions  of  British  subjects  : 

from  this  order,  where  the  abtues  are  of  a  com-  4dily.  Tht    establishment   of  a   gsnend 

plicated  nature,  and  where  one  cannot  be  well  council  to  be  seated  in  Bengal,  whose  autho- 

Gonsidered,  indep^Kiently  of  several  others.  ri^  should  in  many  particulars,  extend  over 

-  Tour  committee  observe,  that  this  is  the  all  the  British  settlements  in  India : 

■econd  attempt  made  by  parliament  for  the  5thly.  To  fimitsh  the  ministers  of  die«ro«rii 

reformation   of  shuses    in    the    company's  with  constant  ii^rmation  concerning  the  whole 

government.    It  appears,  therefore,  to  them  of  the  company's  correspondence  with  India, 

m  necessary  preliminary  to  this  second  im-  in  order  that  they  might  be  ensibled  lo  ini^ect 

dertakingf  to  eonndtr  ike  'cause*  whichj  m  the  conduct  of  the  directors  and  servants,  snd 

their  opimcnf  have  produced  the  failure  of  the  to  watdi  over  the  execution  of  all  parts  of  i1m 

first ;  that  the  defects  of  the  original  plan  may  act ;  that  they  might  be  ftrmi^ied  with  matter 

be  supplied,  its  errors  corrected,  and  such  to  lay  before  parliament  fi-om  time  to  time, 

lisefiil  regulations,  as  were  then  adopted,  may  accor£ng  as  the  state  of  things  should  render 

be  further  explained,  enlarged,  and  enforced,  regulation  or  animadversion  neceniry. 

The  first  design  of  this  kind  was  formed  in  The  first  object  of  Uie  poHey  of  this  act  was  t» 

the  session  of  the  year  1773.    In  (hat  year,  improve  the  constitution  of  the  court  of  pro* 

oarliament,  taking  up  the  consideration  of  the  prietors.  In  this  case,  as  in  almost  all  ihe  rest, 

■ffairs  of  India,  through  two  of^its  commit*  the  remedy  was  not  applied  directly  to  the  dia* 

tses,  collected  a  very  great  body  of  details  ease.    The  complaint  was,  that  Actions  in  the 

oonoeming  the  interiour    oeconomy  of  the  court  of  proprietors  had  shown,  in  several  in- 

oompany's  possessions ;  and  concerning  many  stances,  a  disposition  to  support  the  servaota 

particulars  of  abuse  which  prevailed  at  tfa«  of  the  company  against  the  just  ooerdon  and 

time  when  those  committees  made  their  am-  legal  prosecution  of  the  directors.     Instead  of 

pie  and  instructive  reports.    But  it  does  not  applying  a  corrective  to  the  distemper,  a 

i4>pear  that  the  body  of  regulations  enacted  change  was  proposed  in  the  constitution.    By 

in  that  year,  that  is,  in  the  East-India  act  of  this  reform  it  was  presumed,  that  an  interest 

the  thirteenth  of  his  majesty's  reign,  were  would  arise  in  the  general  court,  more  inde* 

altogether  grounded  on  that  information ;  but  pendent  in  itself,  and  more  connectod  with  the 

were  adopted  rather  on  probable  speculations,  commercial  prosperity  of  the  company.    Un- 

and  general  ideas  of  good  policy  and  good  der  the  new  constitution,  no  proprietor  not 

government.    New  est^lishments,  civil  and  possessed  of  a  thousand  pounds  capital  stock 

judicial,  were  therefore  formed  at  a  very  great  was  permitted  to  vote  in  the  general  court: 

expense,  and  with  much  complexity  of  consti-  before  the  act,  five  hundred  pounds  was  a 

tution.    Checks  and  counter-checks  of  all  sufficient  qualification  for  one  vote ;  and  no 

kinds  were  contrived  in  the  execution,  as  value  gave  more.    But  as  (he  lower  classes 

well  as  in  the  formation  of  this  system,  in  were  disabled,  the  power  was  increased  in  the 

which  all  the  existing  authorities  of  this  king-  higher :  Proprietors  of  three  thousand  pounds 

dom  had  a  share :  for  {>arliamettt  appointed  were  allowed  two  votes ;  those  of  six  thon- 

the  members  of  the  presiding  part  of  the  new  sand  were  entitled  to  three ;  ten  thousand 

-establishment ;  the  crown  appointed  the  judi-  pounds  was  made  the  qualification  tor  Ibur. 

clal,  and  the  company  preserved  the  nomina-  The  votes  were  thus  regulated  in  the  scale 

tion  of  the  other  officers.    So  that  if  the  act  and  gradation  of  property.    On  thisscale,  and 

lias  not  fully  answered  its  purposes,  the  fail-  on  some  provisions  to  prevent  occasional 

ure  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  want  of  officers  qualifications  and  splitting  of  votes,  the  wholi 

cf  every  description,  or  to  the  deficiency  of  reformation  rested. 
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Severftl  ewoitial  pointi,  howvver,  fle«ai  to    nMst  erael  and  wtatoQ  rmg^c  of  ||1  this. 
bBvebeenoinittedorinisinidBrBlood.  No  rep»-    iMi§hbo«riiigeoiiBlriM  by  holdliig  out,  and  fiv 

lation  was  mado  to  aboliah  the  poraicioua  ens-  a  time  actuallj  reaUun^,  additiona  of  revfloue 

torn  of  Toting  by  haUut ;  by  means  of  whidi^  to  tke  territonal  fiwds  of  the  oonpaaj,  a&d 

ads  of  the  higbest  coooem  to  tbe  oompany,  graat  qvaiititiea  of  valuable  gooda  to  their  inr 

9pd  to  the  state,  might  be  done  by  iadtTiduals  vestmeot. 

with  perfect  imponity ;  and  even  the  body  it-        But  this  consideration  of  mere  incooie, 

self  might  be  subjected  to  a  forfeiture  of  all  its  (whatever  weight  it  might  have,)  could  not  be 

privileges  for  de&ulta  of  perscms,  who,  so  lar  the  first  object  at  a  propriator  in  a  body  so 

irom  Iwing  under  oontroul,  could  not  be  so  dicnmstanoed.    Tbe  EaaUlndia  Company  is 

mudi  as  ^own  in  any  mode  of  lego!  oogni-  not,  likedM  Bank  of  England,  a  mere  mmMtyad 

zance.    Nothing  was  done,  or  attempted,  to  socie^  for  the  sole  purpose  of  the  pressrvatkn 

prevent  the  operation  of  the  interest  of  delin-  or  improvemsat  ef  their  capital ;  and,  there«i 

quent  servants  of  the  oompany  in  the  gMeral  fere,  every  attempt  to  regulate  k  upon  the 

court,  by  which  they  mi^t  even  oome  to  bo  same  principles  must  inevitably  fiuL    When 

their  own  judges ;  and  in  effect,  under  a^  it  is  oonsidered  that  a  certain  share  in  the 

other  deecriptioD,  to  beceme  annsters  in  that  atoek  given  a  ahare  in  the  fovemnciBA  of  aa 

body,  which  ought  to  govern  them.    Nov  was  vast  an  empire,  withsQcha  boundless  patnon* 

any  thing  provided  to  secure  the  independency  age,  civil,  mililavy,  marine,^  conunercialf  and 

of  the  proprietory  body  from  the  various  exie-  financial,  in  every  department  of  which  such 

riour  interests,  1^  whidi  it  might  be  disturin  fortunea  have  hsen  made  as  could  be  mada  no- 

ed,  and  diverted  from  tbe  conversation  of  that  whara  else,  it  is  impossible  not  to  peroeive 

pecuniary  concern,  which  tho  act  laid  down  an  that  oapkals^  ikr  superiour  to  any  quiaUficaf* 

the  sole  security  for  preventing  a  oollnsion  tiens  appointed  U>  proprietors,  or  even  ta 

between  the  geneml  court  and  the  powerful  directors,  wonM  MMdily  be  laid  out  fer  a  par* 

delinquent  servants  in  India.    The  whole  of  ticipalion  in  that  power.    The  Indian  pro» 

the  regulations  concerning  tbe  court  of  pro-  prieter,  therefore,  will  always  be,  in  the  fiiat 

prietofs  relied  upon  two  principles,  wJuch  instanoe,  a  poKtacian ;  and  the  bolder  bis  en* 

have  often  proved  &llacious ;  namely,  that  terprixe,  and  the  more  corrupt  his  viewa,  th» 

snmll  numbers  were  a  security  agamst  fection  tess  will  be  bis  oonsidwatioa  of  the  price  tA 

and  disorder^  and,  that  integrity  of  conduct  be  paid  far  onwpaseing  them.    Tbeoe«refU« 

would  fellow  the  greater  property.    In  no  lations  did  not  reduce  the  number  ao  lo«  an 

ease  could  these  principles  be  less  depended  not  to  leave  the  asseoibly  still  liable  to  p(l  the 

upon  than  in  the  affairs  of  the  East>India  disorder,  which  might  be  supposed  io  arise 

Company.    However,  by  wholly  cutting  off  from  nraltitude.    But,  if  the  priviple  had 

the  lower,  and  adding  to  the  power  of  the  been  well  estaWished  and  well  iceciited,  a. 

higher  classes,  it  was  supposed  that  the  high-  mudi  greater  inconveniency  gre^  out  of  the 

er  would  keep  their  money  in  that  fund  to  refarm  than  that  which  bad  attended  the  old 

make  profit ;  that  the  vole  would  be  a  second-  abuse ;  for  if  tumult  and  disc^der  be  lessened 

ary  consideration,  and  no  more  than  a  guard  by  rediieing  the  number  of  p^riotors,  privnta 

to  the  property;  and  that  therefbre  any  abuse,  cabal  and  intrigue  are  feciAtntiMl,al  least  in  an 

which  tended  to  depreciate  the  value  of  their  equal  degree ;  and  it  if«ahal  and  corruption, 

stock,  would  be  warmly  resented  by  such  rather  than  disorder  pOd  confbaion,  that  was 

proprietors.  mostto  be  dreaded  it^  transacting  the  ail»irs 

^the  ill  effects  of  every  misdemeanour  in  of  India.    WhiW  the  votes  of  the  smaller 

the  company's  servants  were  to  be  immscfibte,  proprietors  eapcianod,  a  door  was  left  open 

and  had  a  tendency  to  lower  the  value  of  the  Ibr  the  public^  Mn»»  ^  •nl«  ^^  <^  society  } 

9tock,  something  might  justly  be  expected  sinoe  that  <ft>or  has  been  closed,  the  proprie- 

trtm  the  pecuniary  security  taken  by  tbe  act.  tory  haai««n«  («▼«»  »«« vtban  fermerly) 

But  from  the  then  state  of  things,  it  was  more  an  n^geefg^^  of  private  intsfesto,  which  sub- 

than  probable,  that  proceedings,  ruinous  to  sist  at  the  ezpenae  of  the  oollective  body, 

the  permanent  mtorest  of  the  company,  might  Ai  the  moment  of  this  revolution  in  the  pro. 

eommenoe  in   great    lucrative   advantagea.  prietory,  as  it  might  natwaliy  be  expected, 

Against  this  evil,  large  pecuniary  interef«  those  who  had  either  no  very  paitioolar  into* 

were  rather  the  reverse  of  a  remedy,    Ao-  rest  m  their  vote,  or  bat  a  petty  obiect  to  por^ 

cordingly,  the  company's  servants  hav»  ever  sue,  immediately  disqualified ;  bat,  those  who 

sinoe  covered  over  the  worst  oppressions  of  were  deeply   interested   in   the  company's 

the  people  undsr  their  govemnwot,  and  the  patronage ;  those  who  wort  aowcsCTed  in  thf 
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rapplf*/  diips  uhI  of  the  otiiar  inDOiiMrable  or  prafoMioot  of  men,  or  of  tbo  eloctioo  to 

objects  required  for  their  immense  estdblisb-  offiice  hj  one  authority,  rather  than  another, 
ments ;  those  who  were  engaged  ia  contracts        The  second  object  of  the  act  was  the  court 

with  the  treasury,  admiralty,  and  ordnance,  of  directors.     Under  the  arrangement  of  the 

together  with  the  clerics  in  publick  offices,  year  177S,  that  court  appearwi  to  hare  ita 

found  means  of  securing  qualifications  at  the  authority  much  strengthened.    It  was  made 

enlarged  standard.    AH  these  oompooed  a  less  dependent  then  formerly  upon  its  con- 

moch  greater  proportion  than  formerly  they  stituents  the  proprietory.     The  duration  of 

had  done  of  the  proprietory  body.  the  directors  in  office  was  rendered  more  pOr- 

Agaittst  the  grMt,  predominant,  radical  manent,  and  the  tenure  itacif  diversified  by  a 
corruption  of  the  court  of  proprietors,  the  varied  and  intricate  rotation.  At  the  same 
raising  of  the  qualification  proved  no  sort  of  time  their  authority  was  held  high  over  their 
remedy.  The  return  of  the  company's  ser^  servants  of  all  descriptions ;  and  the  only  rale 
vanti  into  Europe  poured  in  a  constant  sup-  preecribed  to  the  council  general  of  Bengal, 
ply  of  proprietors,  whose  ability  to  pordiaaa  in  the  exercise  of  the  large  and  ill-defined 
the  highest  qualifications  fof  themselves,  their  powers  given  to  them,  was,  that  they  were 
agents  and  dependents,  oould  not  be  dubious,  to  yield  obedience  to  Uie  orders  of  the  court 
Ajnd  tUs  latter  description  form  a  very  con-  of  directors.  As  to  the  court  of  directors 
■iderable,  and  by  for  the  uKMt  active  and  effi-  itself,  it  was  left  with  very  little  regulation, 
dent  part  of  that  body.  To  add  to  the  votes^  The  custom  of  ballot,  infinitely  the  most  raia- 
which  is  adding  to  the  power,  in  proportion  to  chievous  in  a  body  possessed  of  all  the  (»di- 
the  wealth  of  men,  whose  very  offences  were*  nary  executive  powers,  was  still  left ;  and 
supposed  to  consist  in  acts  which  lead  to  the  your  committee  have  found  the  ill  effects  of 
aoquiiition  of  enormous  ridies,  appears  by  no  this  practice  in  the  course  of  their  inquiriea. 
mesne  a  well-oonaidered  method  of  checking  Nothing  was  done  to  oblige  the  directors  to 
■ipaci^  and  oppression.  In  proportion  as  attend  to  the  promotion  of  their  servants  a^ 
these  interests  prevailed,  the  means  of  cabal,  OMding  to  their  rank  and  merits.  In  jodging 
of  concealment,  and  of  oomtpt  oonfederacy,  of  those  merits,  nothing  was  done  to  bind 
became  for  more  easy  than  before.  Accord-  them  to  any  observation  of  what  appeared  on 
ingly,  there  was  no  fiuilt  with  respect  to  the  their  record.  Nothing  was  done  to  otmipel 
coiapany's  government  over  its  servants,  them  to  prosecution  or  complaint  where  de- 
charged  or  dtiargeeble  on  the  general  court  as  Unquency  became  visible.  The  act  indeed 
it  originally  stood,  of  whidi,  since  the  reform,  prescribed,  that  no  servant  of  the  company 
it  has  3ot  been  notoriously  guilty.  It  was  abroad  should  be  eligible  into  the  direction 
not  ther^Birea  matter  of  surprise  to  your  oom-  until  two  years  after  his  return  to  England, 
mittee,  tha\  the  general  court,  so  OHnposed,  But  as  this  regulation  rather  presumes  thai! 
has  at  lengtli  grown  to  such  a  degree  of  coo-  provides  for  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  a 
tempt,  both  of  its  duty,  and  of  the  permanent  very  ordinary  neglect  in  the  court  of  directors 
interest  of  the  vihole  corporation,  as  to  put  it^  might  easily  defeat  it,  and  a  short  remission 
aelf  into  open  defiiooe  of  the  salutary  admoni-  might  in  this  particular  operate  as  a  total  in- 
tions  of  this  hoosot  ^ven  for  the  purpose  of  demnity.  In  foct,  however,  the  servants  have 
asserting  and  enforcii^  the  legal  authority  of  of  late  seldom  attempted  a  scat  in  the  direo- 
their  own  body  over  tl^  own  servants.  tion ;  an  attempt  which  might  possibly  rouse 

The  ikilure.  in  this  p«rt  of  the  reform  of  a  dormant  spirit  of  inquiry ;  but  satisfied 

177S  is  not  stated  by  yooi  committee  as  r»-  with  an  interest  in  the  proprietory,  they  have, 

commending  a  return  to  the  tntient  constitu-  through  that  name,  brought  the  direction  very 

tion  of  the  company,  which  wa*  nearly  as  fitr  mudi  under  their  own  oontroul. 
as  the  new  from  containing  any  pr^ciple  tend-        As  to  the  general  authority  of  the  court  of 

ing  to  the  prevention  or  remedy  of  abues ;  but  Directors,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  that 

to  point  out  the  probable  foilure  of  an>  future  on  the  whole,  it  was  somewhat  degraded  by 

regulations,  which  do  not  apply  directly  v«  the  the  act,  whose  professed  purpose  was  to  exalt 

grievance,  bat  which  may  be  taken  up  as  ex.  it ;  and  that  the  only  effect  of  the  parliameo- 

periments  to  ascertain  theories  of  the  opera-  tary  sanction   to  their  orders  has  been,  that 

tions  of  councils  formed  of  greater  or  lesser  Uong  with  those  orders,  the  law  of  the  land 

numbers,  or  such  as  shall  be  oompoeed  of  n^en  ha^  been  despised  and  trampled  under  foot, 

of  more  or  less  opulence,  or  of  interests  of  The  directors  were  not  suffered  either  to 

newer  or  longer  standing,  or  concerning  the  nominee  or  to  remove  those  whom  they  were 

distribotion  of  power  to  various  descriptions  empowered  to  instruct :  fiwm  masters  they 
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wart  ndneed  to  tlie  sitntioii  of  compIauH  ad.    Tke  raflbrar  (the  lUjah  NondooiMr) 

•nts ;  a  sitntioo,  the  imbecility  of  which  no  appeen,  at  the  very  tinw  of  thie  eztraordinaiy 

laws  or  ragulations  could  wholly  alter ;  and  praeecotioH)  a  dieeoTerer  of  lome  particukra 

when  the  (tirectors  were  ifterwards  restored  of  ilikat  gain  then  cfaarfed  upon  Mr.  Uastinga, 

in  some  degree  to  their  antient  power,  on  the  the  goremour-general.    Although,  in  ordinn- 

expiration  of  the  lease  given  to  their  principal  ry  cases,  and  in  some  lesser  instances  of 

servants,  it  became  impoesible  for  them  to  grievance,  it  is  very  probable  that  this  ooori 

recover  any  degree  of  their  antient  respect,  bu  lone  its  duty,  and  has  been,  as  every  court 

even  if  they  bad  not,  in  the  mean  time,  been  must  he,  of  some  service;  yet  one  example  of 

so  modellad,  as  to  be  entirely  free  from  all  this  kind  must  do  mors  towards  deterring  the 

ambition  of  that  sort.  natives  fitim  complaint,  and   consequently 

From  that  period,  the  orders  of  the  court  from  the  means  of  redress,  than  many  dscW 

of  directors  became  so  habitually  despised  by  sions  fcvourable  to  them,  in  the  ordinary 

their  servants  abroad,  and  at  length  to  be  so  course  c^  proceeding,  can  do  for  their  eneour- 

little  regarded  even  by  themselves,  that  this  agement  and  reiieC    So  fcr  as  your  oommil- 

eontempt  of  orders  forms  almost  the  whole  tee  have  been  able  to  discover,  the  court  has 

subject  matter  of  the  voluminous  reports  of  two  been  generally  lerriblo  to  the  natives,  and  has 

of  your  conunittees.    If  any  doidM,  however,  distracted  the  government  of  the  oompanyi 

raaaains  eoaoeming  the  cause  of  this  6tal  de-  without  substantially  reforming  any  one  of  its 

dine  of  the  authority  of  the  oourt  of  directors,  abuses. 

no  doubt  whatsoever  can  remain  of  the  foct        This  court,  which  in  its  constitution 

itself,  nor  of  the  total  foilure  of  one  of  the  not  to  have  had  sufficiently  in  view  thei 

great  leading  regulations  of  the  act  of  1 77S.  sities  of  the  people,  for  whose  relief  it  was  ii^ 

The  third  object  was  a  new  judicial  ar-  tended,  and  was,  or  thought  itself  bound,  in 

rangement ;  the  chief  purpose  of  which  was,  aome  instances,  to  too  strict  an  adherence  to 

to  ^m  a  strong  and  solid  security  for  the  the  forma  and  rules  of  EngUsh  practice,  in 

natives,  against  the  wrongs  and  oppressioiMi  others  was  fiamed  upon  principles  perhaps  too 

of  British  subjects  resident  in  Bengal.    An  remote  from  the  oonatitution  <^  English  tribu* 

operooe  and  expensive  establishment  of  a  m^  nab.    By  the  usual  course  of  English  pm^ 

prome  court  was  made,  and  charged  upon  the  tace,  the  for  greater  part  of  the  lediem  to  be 

revenues  of  the  country.     The  charier  of  jus-  qbtainsd  against  oppressions  of  power  is  by 

ttce  was  by  the  act  left  to  the  crown,  aa  well  prooees  in  the  nature  of  civil  actions.    In 

as  the  appointment  of  the  magistrates.    The  these,  a  trial  by  jury  is  a  necessary  part, 

defect  in  the  institution  seemed  to  be  this ;  with  regard  to  the  finding  the  offence,  and  to 

that  no  rule  was  laid  down,  either  in  the  act  the  assessment  of  the  damages.    Both  these 

or  the  charter,  by  which  the  court  waa  to  were,  in  the  diarter  of  juatioe,  left  entirely  to 

judge.    No  deaeriptiona  of  offenders  or  ape-  the  judges.    It  was  prssumed,  and  not  wholly 

des  of  delinquency  were  properly  ascertain-  without  reason,  that  ths  British  subjects  wero 

ed  according  to  the  nature  of  the  place,  or  to  liable  to  foil  into  foctionsand  combinations,  in 

the  prevalent  mode  of  abuse.    Provision  was  order  to  support  themselves  in  the  abuses  of 

made  for  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  an  authority,  of  which  every  man  might,  in 

reeaotest  part  of  Hindoetan,  as  if  it  wera  a  his  turn,  become  a  sharer.    And  with  regard 

province  in  Great  Britain.    Your  committee  to  the  natives,  it  was  presumed  (perhaps  a 

have  long  had  the  constitution  and  conduct  little  too  hastily)  that  they  were  not  capable 

ofthiscourtbefore  them;  and  they  have  not  of  sharing  in  the  fiinctiona  of  jurors.    But  it 

yet  been  able  to  discover  very  few  instances  was  not  foreseen  that  the  judges  were  also 

(not  one  that  appears  to  them  of  leading  im-  liable  to  be  engaged  in  the  fictions  of  the  set- 

portsoce)  of  relief  given  to  the  natives  against  tlement ;  ami  if  &ey  ahould  ever  happen  to  be 

the  corruptions  or  oppresdons  of  British  sub-  ao  engaged,  that  the  native  people  were  then 

jacts  in  power.    Though  they  do  find  one  without  that  remedy,  which  obviously  lay  in 

verystroogand  marked  instance  of  the  judges  the  clause  that  the  court  and  jury  though  both 

having  employed  an  unwarrantable  extension  liable  to  bias,  might  not  easily  unite  in  the 

or  application  of  the  munidpal  law  of  Eng-  same  identical  act  of  iojtistioe.    Your  comp 

land,  to  destroy  a  person  of  the  highest  rank  mittee,  on  foil  inquiiy,  are  of  opinion,  that 

among  those  natives,  whom  they  were  eent  to  tkt  um<if  jwri$»  is  luiiktr  tn^nietieabU  nor 

protect.    One  clreumstance  rendered  the  pro-  damgonma  m  Btngal, 
ceeding  in  this  case  fotal  to  all  the  good  pur-        Your  o6mmictee  refer  to  their  report,  made 

pesos  for  which  the  oourt  had  been  establish-  in  the  year  1781,  ftr  the  nuner  in  whidi  thai 
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•tten^iling  to  €Slaid  ito  juriidictiQ«)  lit  a  ■nail  one)  thair  •■thority  iiUfiiuJ 

and  flilling  witkextremo  Mreritj  on  the  netive  all  the  oonpany's  concerns  of  whatever  dee- 

mafistratet,  a  violent  eenteet  aroee  between  cription.    In  natlen  of  peace  and  war,  it 

£aglieh  judtjgee  and  the  English  civil  autho-  aeeme  to  have  been  meant,  thai  the  other  preei- 

rity.    This  aathority,  oattinf  in  the  militaiy  deacies  should  be  subordinate  to  their  bosid. 

■mi)  (by  a  moot  dangerous  example)  orer-  But  the  law  is  loose  and  deActiTe,  where  it 

powered,  and  for  a  while  suspended  the  fimo-  professes  to  restrain  the  aubordinate  presiden* 

tiens  of  that  court ;  but  at  length  those  fnno-  cies  from  making  war  without  the  consent  sad 

tiens  which  were  suspended  by  the  <|uarrd  af  ^probation  of  the  supreme  cooncil.    They 

the  parties,  were  destrsyed  by  their  reoon-  are  left  free  to  act  without  it,  in  camt  ef  wi- 

tilHtion,  and  by  the  atiangemsBta  made  in  wumeni  nccetnty,  or,  idbsre  ttty  shoB  Aaoe  rr- 

ooBseqnence  «f  it.     By  these  the  court  was  ofcned  apedai  ar4anfnm  ikt  wmpmiff,    Tho 

virtually  aanifailalsd ;   er  if  substsutially  it  first  exception  Waves  it  «^eB  to  the  subordi- 

taatltB,  it  is  to  be  apprsheaded'  it  exists  only  Bate  to  judge  of  the  necessity  of  measures^ 

for  purposes  vary  different  from  thoee  of  its  which,  when  taken,  bind  or  involve  the  supe* 

institatfen.  rier:  the  second  refers  a  question  of  peace  or 

The  fourth  dbjeet  of  the  not  of  177S  was  war  to  two  jaiisdiotions,  which  may  give  dif- 

Ifae  council  gcneml.     This  institution  ww  ferant  judgnienls.    In*  both  intsnc  i  s,  oases 

intended  to  produce  untformity,  eonsisfoM^,  in  point  have  oecnired.    With  regard  to  their 

and  the  eflbctive  co-operation  of  all  the  se^  load  sdministration,  their  powers  were  ex- 

tlenenllB  in  their  common  defence.    By  the  ceedingly  and  ibngeroosly  looae  and  undetsr- 

anlient  constitution  of  the  oon^Mny's  fereign  mined.    Their  powers  were  not 

BetdemenlBjtiiey  were  each  <ef  them  under  the  but  in  wwds  of  refereace,  m  which  neither 

nrden  ef  a  piosident  or  chief,  snd  a  council,  the  obiects  talated  to,  nor  the  amde  of  the 

more  or  fewer,  according  to  the  discrstien  «f  relation,  were  Buflfeiently  espreaMd.    Their 

the  compsny;  among  thoee,  parliament  (pro-  Aegtrtative  and  caecutwe  tspatitiee  were  not 

htltAj  on  neeount  of  &  largeness  of  the  terri-  ao  accutaioly  drawn,  and  marked  by  such 

terSal  acquisitions,  father  than  the  con veaieacy  strong  and  penal  tines  of  distinction,  aa  to 

of  the  sftantion)  chose  Bengal  lor  the  resi-  keep  dicse  capacitiea  eeparate.    Where  lo- 

denoe  of  the  controuHng  power,  and,  dissoi^  gislative,  and  merely  esecutivo,  powers  were 

ingihe  presidency,  appointed  a  new  eelahKsk-  Mgod  in  the  same  heads,  the  legislative, 

nem  upon  a  plan  eomewhat  similar  to  thsC  which  is  ^  larger  and  the  more  ready  for  all 

wMdi  had  prevailed  before ;  but  the  number  occasions,  was  constantly  resor%edto.    Ths 

was  smaller.    This  estdblndiinent  was  eei»-  govemour^'geaeral  and  eooneil,  therefore,  im- 


f 


peeed  of  a  govemour-general  and  four  eo«i>    medintely  gave  oenslruotion  to  their  ill-deli». 

tne  M 


aelkittis,  all  named  in  fee  net  of  parliameat.  ed  authority,    which   rendered  it  perfectly 

They  were  to  hoM  tfieir  oiBces  for  fiva  years,  deopotick ;  constiactiens,  which  if  they  were 

cfter  whid)  terra  fee  patronage  was  to  revert  allowed,  no  action  of  tfaairs  ought  to  be  ro- 

to  the  court  <n  diiectors.    In  the  mean  tinM,  garded  aa  criminal. 

such  vacancies  as  should  happen  were  to  be        Aimed  as  they  were  with  an  authority  in 

6ned  by  thsi  OMut,  with  the  ^oacmrenoe  of  ttaelf  so  ample,  and  byabuae  so  capable  ef  an 

the  crown.    The  first  governeor-geneml  and  anlimited  extent,  veiy  few,  and  these  very 


one  of  the  connselloors  had  been  old  servants    insuffeient,  correctives  were 

to  lim  company,  the  others  were  new  men.        Anaple  sahu-ies  were  provided  ferthsm,  which 


On  this  new  arraageaient,  the  oeerts  of  Indeed  removed  the   necessity,  but  by  no 

proprietors  and  ^Brectors  considered  the  dolmla  means  the  inducements,  to  comipdon  and 

of  commerce  as  not  peifoethr  consistent  wife  oppression.    Nor  was  any  barrier  whatso* 

the  enlarged  sphere  of  duty  snd  fee  reduced  ever  opposed  on  the  part  of  the  natives  against 

number  dTlhe  ookbmaI.    Therefore,  to  relievo  their  injustice;  except  the  supreme  court  of 

them  frooi  this  borfeen,  they  instituted  a  new  judicature,  which  never  cookl  be  capable  ot 

office,  called  lbs  Boardef  Trade,  for  the  sub-  cenlrouUing  a  govenmeat  wife  sudi  pcywers, 

or£nkte  management    ef  their  commercial  withoot  becoming  such  a  goremment  itselfl 


concerns ;  snd  appohrted eleven  ef  theiroenior  There  was  indeed  a  prohibition  agaiuft  all 

■ervsnts  to  fill  the  eommhision.  esacemg  In  trade  to  the  whole  council,  and 

The  powere  given  by  the  act  to  the  new  against  all  taking  of  presents  by  any  In  an* 

governour-general  and  council  had  for  * 


direct  ti^wft  the  kingdom  rf  Bengal  and  its       «  g^^  the  secret  cominictee*B  ruMirts  on  the 
depeadnciei.    WKhn  thMt  sphere  (and  it  ia    Blahxaitawar. 
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Aoriiy.    A  right  of  proMciition  m  tfa»  lang*t  woqtmt  fattd ovovpomNd Mid  soooMded  t»t 

bench  mM  abo  cwlabhuKcid ;  but  it  wm  a  eomyt  govenunwt,  m  «ctof  iwUmnity  awgbl 

rinht,  the  exflrdae  of  wbieh  b  dUEontt,  and  in  likTe  been  thought  whriMbb ;  perhapo  ib  mtm 

woMny,  and  thoao  the  ammM  wei^^,  oaaea  iof  woooumU  ought  to  have  been  oponad ;  all  m* 

piactkable.    No  coiwiderable  &cilitiaa  wera  troapoct  ought  to  hare  bean  forbiddaBi  atlaaat 

giTeii  lo  proaacQiioM  in  parHamflal ;  Botbiug  to  eartaia  periodb.     li'  this  bad  not  baan 

tma  done  to  preToat  oomplaint  from  being  fiv  thought  adfuable,  none  in  the  highei  dapari* 

more  dangerous  to  the  sufferer  than  iojuatica  meals  of  a  suspected  and  decried  goversflMBt 

lo  the  oppreasour.    No  overt  aetawera  fixed,  ought  to  have  besa  kept  in  their  poaU„  uatii 

opoa  whidi  oormption  should  be  presumed,  an  examination  had  rendered  their  psoeeed* 

in  tranaactiotts,  of  which  aecreej  and  collnaioa  ings  dear,  or  oitil  length  of  time  had  ablite- 

Ibrmed  the  rery  basis ;  no  rules  of  eridenee,  rated,  bj  an  «v«n  cowsa  of  irreproaobahla 


nor  auAieatic-^mode  of  tranammdon,  were  aaU    comkict,  the  erroara,  which  ao  natuiiaUy  grov 
tied  in  conformity  to  the  unalterable  circmn-    out  of  a  new  power.    But  the  policy  adapted 


atances  of  the  ouontry  and  the  people.  waa  diffarsot :  it  was  to  begin  with  aa—yhSi 

One  proTision,  indeed,  was  taiidB  ior  re-  The  ay  agamat  the  ahiiaea  waa  strong 

straining  the  snTantSj  m  itself  vary  wise  and  vdiaaient  throogboat  the  wholo  aatkn,  and 

substantial ;   a  delinqnaot,  once  dismiaaed,  the  praatioe  of  presents  waa  reptessntad  to  ha 


eoald  not  be  restored  but  by  the  votes  of    as  gensral  as  it  waa  miachioTous.    In  auoh 
tfaree-fourtfaa  of  thedirectora  and  three  iburtha     a  ease,  indsed  in  any  oaaa,  it  aaemad  not  la 


of  the  proprietora:  thia  was  wdl  aimed.  But  be  a  measure  the  aaoat  provideBt, 

no  method  was  settled  ^  bringing  delin-  great  deal  of  psarioua  inquiry,  to  plaaa  Usa 

qoents  tothequestioB  of  removal;  and  if  th^  persons,  who  from  their  situation  must  ba  tha 

diould  be  brought  to  it,  a  doer  lay  wide  open  moat  eipooad  to  sndi  impntataona,  in  the 

for  evasion  of  the  law,  and  for  a  return  into  coramiasion,  .which  waa  to  inquise  into  thail; 

the  service,  in  defiance  of  its  pkin  intention ;  own  conduct;  much  leas  to  place  one  of  tbsm 

that  is,  by  resigning,  to  avoid  removal;  by  at  the  head  of  that  «yanmiasion,  and  with  a 

vrfiich  measore  tiiia  provision  of  the  act  has  casting  vote,  in  caaa  of  an  equali^.    Tha 

proved  as  unoperativa  as  all  tha  rest.    By  persons,  who  could  not  be  liablelD  that  cfaai|^ 

this  management,  a  mere  majority  may  bring  were  indeed  three  to  two ;  but  any  aocideBitid 

in  the  greater  delinquent,  whilst  the  person,  difference  of  opinion,  die  death  of  any  one  of 

removed  for  offences  comparatively  trivial,  theos,  or  his  occasional  absenoa  or  sirbneaai 

mar  rpmain  excluded  for  ever.  threw  the  whole  power  into  the  hands  of  Ihn 

The  new  council  nominated  in  the  act  waa  other  two,  who  were  Mr.  Haatinga  and  Mr. 

composed  of  two  totally  discordant  elements,  Barwdl,  <»ie  the  president,  and  the  other  high 

which    soon   distingoished   tfiemselves  into  in  the  council  of  that  establishment,  on  which 

permanent  parties.    One  of  die  principal  i»>  the  reform  was  to  opecate.^   Thus  those,  who 

structions,  which  the  threO  members  of  the  ware  liable  to  prooeoa  as  delinquenta,  wave  m 

council    sent    immediately   from    England,  effect,  set  over  the  reformers ;  and  that  did 

namely,  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Mon-  actually  happen,  which  might  be  a^MClad  to 

son,  and  Mr.  Francis,  carried  out  with  them,  happen  from  ao  prepoateroos  an  arrangeaMnI  \ 

was,  to    "  eau$e  the  $trieit»t  tufvtry  lo  fts  a  stop  was  soon  put  to  all  inqoiries  into  tha 

made  into  all  oppremime  and  oAuaBt,"  among  capital  abusea. 

which  the  pmefioe  of  receiving  preainUe  from  Nor  waa  the  great  political  end,  propoaad 

the  aoftoes,  at  that  time  generally  charged  hn  the  fennation  of  a  auparintending  ooundl 

upon  men  in  power,  was  principally  aimed  at.  over  all  the  presidencies,  better  answered  than 

Presents  to  any  considerable  value  were  thatofan  inquiry  into  corruptions  and  abuaes. 

justly  reputed  by  the  legislature  not  as  marks  The  several  presidenoiaa  have  actad^  in  a 

of  attention  and  respect,  but  as  bribes  or  ex-  great  degree,  upon  their  own  separate  author 

tortions ;  for  which  either  the  beneficial  and  rity,  and  as  little  of  uni^,  ooneert,  or  regular 

gratuitous  duties  of  government  were  soM,  or  system  hai  appeared  in  their  conduct,  as  waa 

they  were  the  price  paid  for  acts  of  partially ;  ever  known  before  this  mstitution.    India  is 

or  finally,  they  were  sums  of  money  extorted  indeed  so  vast  a  country,  and  ths  setdemenis 

from  the  givers  by  the  terrours  of  power,  are  so  divided,  that  their  intoroomae  with  each 

Against  the  system  of  presents,  therefore,  the  other  is  liable  to  as  amny  ddays  and  difficuU 

new  commission  was,  in  general  opinion,  ties  as  the  intercourse  between  distant  and 

particularly  pointed.    In  the  connnencement  separate  states.    Bat  one  eril  may  poasibly 

of  xeformation,  at  a  period  when  a  rapadooa  have  ariaeo  from  ao  attempt  to  prodaoa  n 
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union,  whidi,  though  undoubtedly  to  be  aimed  materials  for  judging  on  the  behaTiour  of  the 

lU,  it  opposed  in  lome  degree  by  ihe  unalter^  Bemnta,  in  Uieir  progress  from  the  lowest  to 

aUe  nature  of  their  sitoation,  that  it  bu  taught  the  highest  stations ;  and  the  whole  discipline 

the  servants  rather  to  look  to  a  superiour  c^theserrice,  civil  and  military,  must  depend 

among  themselves  than  to  their  common  su-  upon  an  examination  of  these  records  insiqw^ 

perioors.    This  evil,  growing  out  of  the  abuse  rably  attending  every  application  for  an  ap- 

of  subordination,  can  only  be  corrected  by  a  pointment  to  the  highest  stations.    But  in  the 

very  strict  enforcement  of  authwity  over  that  present  state  of  the  nomination,  the  ministers 

part  of  the  chain  of  dependence,  which  is  next  of  the  crown  are  not  furnished  with  the  proper 

to  the  original  power.  means  of  exercising  the  power  of  controul  in- 

That  which  your  commlttoe  oonsidOTS  as  tended  by  the  law,  even  if  they  were  scruqiu- 

the  fifth  and  last  of  the  capital  objects  of  the  lously  lUtentive  to  the  use  of  it.    There  are 

act,  and  as  the  binding  regulation  of  the  whole,  modes  of  proceeding  favourable  to  neglect. 

is  the  introduction  (then  for  the  &ni  time)  of  Others  exdto  inquiry,  and  stimulate  to  vigi- 

Ihe  ministers  of  the  crown  into  the  affairs  of  lance. 

the  company.    The  state  claiming  a  concern  Your  committee  therefore  are  of  opinion, 

and  share  of  property  in  the  company's  profits,  for  the  future  preventi<m  of  cabal,  and  of  pri- 

the  snrants  of  the  crown  were  presumed  the  vato  and  partial  representation,  whether  above 

doom  likely  to  preserve,  with  a  scrupulous  or  below,  that  whenever  any  person,  who  has 

attention,  the  sources  of  the  great  revenues  been  in  the  service,  shall  be  recommended  to 

which  they  were  to  administer,  and  for  tbe  the  king's  ministers  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 

rise  and  fiiU  of  which  they  were  to  rendsr  an  council  geneiml,  the  secretary  of  the  court  of 

account.  directors  shall  be  ordered  to  make  a  strict 

The  interference  of  government  was  intro-  search  into  tbe  records  of^he  company ;  and 

dnced  by  this  act  in  two  ways ;  one  by  a  con»  shall  annex  to  the  recommendation  the  rea- 

troul,  in  effect  by  a  share,  in  the  i^pointment  sons  of  theoourt  of  directors  for  their  choice, 

to  vacancies  in  the  supreme  council.    The  together  with  a  faithful  copy  of  whatever  may 

act  provided  that  his  majesty's  approbation  be  found  (if  any  thing  can  be  found)  relative  to 

riioukl  be  had  to  the  persons  named  to  that  his  character  and  conduct ;  as  also  an  account 

du^.    Partaking  thus  in  the  patronage  of  the  <^  his  standing  in  the  company's  service ;  tbe 

company,  administration  was  bound  to  an  time  of  his  sbode  in  India;  the  reasons  for  hia 

attention  to  the  characters  and  capacities  of  return ;  and  the  stations,   mother  civil  or 

the  persons  employed  in  that  high  trust.  military,  in  which  he  has  been  successively 

The  other  part  of  their  interference  was  by  placed. 

way  of  inspection.    By  this  right  of  inspec-  With  this  account  ought  to  be  transmitted 

tion,  every  thing  in  the  company's  conrespoiH  the  names  of  those  who  were  proposed  as  can- 

dence  from  India,  which  related  to  the  civil  or  didates  for  the  same  office,  with  the  correa- 

military  affairs  and  government  of  the  com-  pondent  particulars  relative  to  their  conduct 

pany,  was  directed  by  the  act  to  be,  within  and  situation ;  for  not  only  the  separate,  but 

fourteen  days  after  the  receipt,  laid  before  the  the  comparative,  merit  probably  wouU,  and 

secretary  of  stato ;  and  every  thing,  that  relat-  certainly  ought  to  have,  great  influence  in  the 

ed  to  the  management  of  the  revenues,  was  to  approbation  or  rejection  of  the  party  presented 

be  laid  before  the  commissioners  of  the  trea-  to  the  ministers  of  the  crown.    These  papers 

sury.     In  fact,  both  descriptions  of  these  should  be  laid  before  the  commissioners  of 

p^>ers  have  been  generally  communicated  to  the  treasury,  and  one  of  the  secretaries  of 

that  board.  state,  and  entered  in  books  to  be  kept  in  tbo 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  there  treasury  and  the  secretary's  office, 

were  great  and  material  defects  in  both  parts  These  precautions,  in  case  of  the  nomina- 

of  the  plan.    With  regard  to  the  approbation  tion  of  any  who  have  served  the  company, 

of  persons  nominated  to  the  supreme  council  appear  to  be  necessary,  from  the  improper 

by  the  court  of  directors,  no  sufficient  means  nomination  and  approbation   of  Mr.  John 

were  provided  for  carrying  to  his  majesty,  Maq>herson,  notwithstanding  the  objections 

along  with  the  nomination,  the  particulars  in  which  stood  against  him  on  the  company*s 

the  conduct  of  those  who  had  bcwm  in  the  ser-  records.    The  choice  of  Mr.  John  Stables, 

vice  before,  whidi  might  render  them  proper  from  an  inferiour  military  to  the  higliest  civil 

objects  of  approbation  or   rejection.     The  capacity,  was  by  no  means  proper,  nor  an 

India  House  possesses  an  oflke  of  record  encouraging  example  to  either  service.    His 

capable  of  furnishing,  in  almost  all  cases,  conduct  indeed,  in  the'  subaltcr\i   militarv 
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■itaatioii,  Imd  nceiTed,  ml  aeemf  to  have  ererj  rate,  Manied  to  bo  reiolved  on  the  ife- 

deaerred,  coamendRtioii ;   bat  no  rafficieiit  etruction  of  thoee  privilegee,  of  which  they 

ground  ww  fbraiehed  for   confounding  the  were   the  natural  guardians.     Every  new 

lines  and  gradati<MDS  of  lerTice.     Thia  me»-  power  given  has  been  made  the  source  of  a 

sure  was,  however,  for  less  eaceptiooable  than  new  abuse ;  and  the  acts  of  parliament  then^ 

the  former ;  because,  an  irregular  choice  of  a  selves,  which  provide  but  imperfectly  for  the 

less  competent  person,  and  the  preforence  prevention  of  the  miichief,  have,  it  is  to  be 

given  to  proved  delinquency  in  prejudice  to  feared,  made  provisions  (contrary,  without 

unoensured  service,  are  very  different  things,  doubt,  to  the  intention  of  the  legislature,) 

Bat  even  this  latter  appointment  would  in  ail  .  which  operate  against  the  possibility  of  any 

likelihood  have  been  avoided,  if  rules  of  pro-  cure  in  the  ordinuy  course, 

motion  had  been  established.    If  such  rules  la  the  original  institution  of  the  suprens ' 

were  settled,  candidates  qualified  from  ability,  council,  reasons  may  have  existed  against 

knowledge,  and  service,  would  not  be  die-  rendering  the  tenure  of  the  counsellours  in 

coaraged,  by  finding  that  every  thing  was  open  their  office  precarious.     A  plan  of  refont 

to  every  man ;  and  that  fovour  alone  did  not  might  have  required  the  permanence  of  the 

stand  in  the  place  of  civil  or  military  ezpe-  pers<ms,  who  were  just  appomted  by  parlia- 

rienee.    The  elevation  from  the  lowest  sta^  ment,  to  execute  it ;  but  the  act  of  one  thoit* 

tions  unfoithfully  and  negligently  filled  to  the  nnd  seven  hundred  and  eigh^,  gave  a  dur»> 

highest  trusts,  Uie  total  inattention  to  rank  tion  co-existent  with  the  statute  itself  to  a 

and  seniority,  and  much  more  the  oombinap  •council  not  appointed  by  act  of  parliament, 

tion  of  this  neglect  of  rank  with  a  confosion  nor  chosen  for  any  temporary  or  special  pur- 

(unneeompanied  with  etrong  and  evident  rea-  pose.    By  which  means,  the  servants  in  the 

sons)  of  the  lines  of  service,  cannot  operate  highest  situation,  let  their  conduct  be  never 

as  useAil  examples  on  those  who  serve  the  *o  grossly  criminal,  cannot  be  removed,  on* 
publick  in  India.    These  servante,  beholding  -  loss  the  court  of  directors  and  ministers  of  the 

men,  who  have   been   condemned  for   im-  crown  can  be  found  to  concur  in  the  same 

proper  behaviour  to  the  company  in  inforiour  opinion  of  it.     The  prevalence  of  the  Indian 

dvi!  stations,  elevated  above  them,  or  (what  fiictions  in  the  court  of  directors  and  court  of 

is  less  b1amed>le,  but  still  mischievous)  per-  proprietors,  and  sometimes  in  the  state  itself, 

sons  without  any  distinguished  civil  talente,  renders  this  agreement  extremely  difficult :  if 

taken  from  the  subordinate  situations  of  an-  the  principal  members  of  the  direction  shoukl 

ether  line,  to  their  prejudice,  will  despair,  by  be  in  a  conspiracy  with  any  principal  servant 

loy  good  behaviour,  of  ascending  to  the  dig-  under  censure,  it  will  be  impracticable,  !>•• 

nities  of  their  own ;  they  will  ^  led  to  im-  cause  the  first  act  must  originate  there.    The 

prove  to  the  utmost  advantage  of  their  fortune  reduced  state  of  the  authority  of  this  kingdom 

the  lower  stages  of  power,  «m1  will  endeavour  in  Bengal,  may  be  traced,  in  a  great  measure, 

to  make  up  in  lucre  what  they  can  nevw  hope  to  that  very  natural  source  of  independence, 

to  acquire  in  station.  In  many  cases,  the  instant  removal  of  an  oi^ 

Tbie  temporary  appointment  by  parliament,  fender  from  his  power  of  doing  mischief,  is 

of  the  supreme  council  of  India,  arose  from  an  the  only  mode  of  preventing  the  utter,  and 

opinion,  that  the  company,  at^  that  time  at  perhaps,  irretrievable  ruin  of  publick  affairs, 

least,  was  not  in  a  condition,  or  not  disposed  In  such  a  case,  the  process  ought  to  be  sim- 

to  a  proper  exercise  of  the  privileges  which  plo>  uid  the  power  absolute  in  one,  or  in  either 

they  held  under  their  charter.    It  therefore  hand  separately.    By  contriving  the  balance 

behoved  the  directors  to  be  particularly  atten-  oT  interests  formed  in  the  act,  notorious  of- 

tive  to  their  choice  ofcounsellours,  on  the  expi-  fence,  gross  error,  or  palpable  insufficiency, 

ration  of  the  period  during  which  their  patron-  have  many  chances  of  retaining  and  abusing 

age  had  been  suspended.    The  duties  of  the  authority,  whilst  the  variety  of  representa- 

aupreme  council  had  been  reputed  of  so  ardn-  tions,  hearings,  and  conferences,  and  possibly 

ous  a  nature,  as  to  require  legislative  interp<H  the  mere  jealousy  and  competition  between 

•ition.     They  were  called  upon,  by  all  possi-  riVal  powers,  may  prevent  any  decision ;  and 

ble  care  and  impartiality,  to  justify  parlia-  tt  length  give  time  and  means  for  aettlemento 

ment,  at  least  as  folly  in  the  restoration  of  and  compromises  among  parties,  made  at  (ha 

their  pririleges,  as  the  circumstances  of  the  expense  of  justice  and  true  policy.     But  this 

time  had  done  in  their  suspension.  act  of  cme  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ei^ty, 

But  mterests  have  lately  prevailed  in  the  not  properly  distinguishing  judicial  process 

eoort  of  directors,  which;  by  the  violation  of  firom  executive  arrangemeote,  requires,  si 
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dTect,  nearly  the  mum  degree  of  •olemnitj,  greateet  that  can  be   repoeed  in  eubjecta) 

delay  and  detail  for  remoTing  a  political  in-  when  made  out  of  any  regular  oonrae  <if  auo- 

eonvenience,  which  attends  a  criraiiial  pro-  ceasion,  marki  that  degree  of  oountenanee  and 

oeeding  for  the  puniihrnent  of  offences.    It  support  at  home,  which  may  overshadow  the 

goes  further,  and  gives  the  same  tenure  to  all  existing  government.    That  government  may 

who  shall  succeed  to  vacancies,  which  was  thereby  be  disturbed  by  fictions,  and  led  to 

given  to  those  whom  the  act  found  in  office.  corrupt  and  dangerous  compliances.    At  best, 

Another  regulation  was  made  in  the  act,  when  these  counsellouis-elect  are  engaged  in 

which  has  a  tendency  to  render  the  cootroul  no  fixed  empbyment,  and  have  no  lawfiii  i». 

of  delinquency,  or  the  removal  of  incapacity,  termediaie  emolument,  the  natural  impatience 

in  the  council  general,  extremely  difficult  as  for  their  situations  may  bring  on  a  traffick  for 

well  as  to  introduce  many  other  abuses  into  resignations  between  them  t^  the  persons  in 

the  original  appointment  of  counsellourB.  The  possession,  very  unfavourable  to  the  inleresiB 

inc(»veniences  of  a  vacancy  in  that  impor*  c^the  pid>lick,  and  to  the  duty  of  their  aitun* 

tant  office,  at  a  great  distance  from  the  autho-  tions. 

rity  that  is  to  fill  it,  were  visible ;  but  your  Since  the  act,  two  persons  have  been  no- 
Committee  have  doubts  whether  they  balance  minated  to  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  by  tbn 
the  mischief,  which  may  arise  from  the  power  court  of  directors,  for  this  suooessi<Hi.  Neither 
given  in  this  act,  of  a  provisional  appoint-  has  yet  been  approved.  But  by  the  descrip^ 
ment  to  vacancies,  not  on  the  event,  but  on  tion  of  the  persons,  a  judgment  may  be 
foresight.  This  mode  of  providing  for  the  formed  of  the  principles  on  which  this  power 
SQceession  has  a  tendency  to  promote  cabal,  is  likely  to  be  exercised, 
and  to  prevent  inquiry  into  the  qualificationa  Your  committee  find,  diat  in  consequenoe 
of  the  persons  to  be  appointed.  An  attempt  of  the  above  mentioned  act,  the  Honourablo 
has  been  actually  madein  c<nsequenceof  this  Charles  Stuart  and  Mr.  Sulivan,  were  ap« 
power,  m  a  very  marked  manner,  to  confound  pointed  to  succeed  to  the  first  vacancies  in  the 
the  whole  order  and  discipline  of  the  com-  supreme  council.  Mr.  Stuart's  first  appdnt- 
pany's  service.  Means  are  furnished  there-  ment  in  the  company's  service  was  in  the  year 
by  for  perpetuating  the  powers  of  some  given  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  8ixty-<»e. 
court  of  directors.  They  may  forestal  the  He  returned  to  England  in  177&,  and  was  per- 
patronage  of  their  sucoessours;  on  whom  mitted  to  go  6ack  to  India  in  1780.  InAu- 
they  entail  a  line  of  supreme  counsellours  gust,  1761,  he  was  nominated  by  the  court 
and  govemours-general.  And  if  the  exercise  of  directors  (Mr.  Sulivan  and  Sir  William 
ofthis  power  should  happen  in  its  outset  to  James  were  chairman  and  deputy  chairman) 
flill  into  bad  hands,  the  ordinary  chances  for  to  succeed  to  the  first  vacancy  in  the  supreme 
mending  an  ill  choice  upon  death  or  resign*-  council,  and  on  the  I9th  of  September  follow- 
tion  are  cut  off.  ing,  his  majesty's  approval  of  such  nomination 

In  these  provisional  arrangements,  it  is  to  was  requested, 
be  considered,  that  the  appointment  is  not  in  In  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stuart,  the  con- 
consequence  of  any  marked  event,  which  calls  sideration  of  rank  in  the  service  was  not  neg- 
strongly  on  the  attention  of  the  publick ;  but  lected ;  but  if  the  court  of  directors  had 
is  made  at  the  discretion  of  those  who  lead  in  thought  fit  to  examine  their  records,  they 
the  court  of  directors;  and  they  may  therefore  would  have  found  matter  at  least  stnnigiy 
be  brought  forward  at  times  the  most  favour-  urging  them  to  a  suspension  of  this  appoint- 
able  to  the  viewa  of  partiality  and  corruption,  ment,  until  the  charges  against  Mr.  Stuart 
Candidates  have  not,  therefore,  the  notice  that  shouM  be  fully  clear^  up.  That  matter  re- 
may  be  necessary  for  dieir  claims ;  and  as  the  mained  (as  it  still  remains)  unexplained  from 
possession  of  thb  office,  to  which  the  survi-  the  month  of  May,  1776,  where,  on  the  Ben- 
vors  are  to  succeed,  seems  remote,  all  inquiry  gal  revenue  consultations  of  the  12th  of  that 
into  the  qualifications  and  character  of  those  month,  peculations  to  a  large  amount  are 
who  are  to  fill  it  will  naturally  be  dull  and  charged  upon  oath  against  Mr.  Stuart,  under 
languid.  the  following  title  :  "  7^  particulwr*  of  Am 

Your  committee  are  not  also  without  a  monof  uf^pMfy  taken  by  Mr.  Stuart,  during 

grounded  apprehension  of  the  ill  effect,  on  the  time  he  woe  at  BurdwanJ**    The  sum 

any  existing  council  general,  of  all  strong  charged  against  him  in  this  account,  is  2,17,- 

marks  of  influence  and  favour,  which  appear  684  sicca  rupees,  (that  is,  25,253  pounds  ster- 

in  the  subordinatos  of  Bengal.    This  previous  ling :)  beside  which,  there  is  another  account, 

designation  to  a  great  and  arduous  trust,  (the  wiUi  the  following  title :  "  The  peaiiculan  tif 
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Money  mymMfy  Iflfem  6y  Cmlfyptnmmd  pMsing  «f  the  regulation  act  in  177S,  mbnti^ 

Borne,  Bmmfmfk  ie  the   MomovrgbU  Oharlm  entitled  them  to  moceed  to  the  wurneil,  and 

Stuarty  Esqwin,  at  Burdwamj  and  aauuntmg  finallj,  gave  them  prcteneiooa  to  the  gmm»' 

to  aioea  rmpem  1»0I,676,"  (that  is,   11,786  witmt  ^tktfnmdmeg, 

poonifa)— «  krge  eiim  to  be  received  by  a  per-  The  above  gradation  of  the  aenrice,  jonr 

SOD  \n  that  subopdinate  situation.  eomaiitlee  conceive,  ought  never  to  be  supei^ 

The  miavteneBa  with  which  theae   ae-  eeded  by  the  court  of  direcCon,  without  ev^ 

oouata  appear  to  have  been  kept,  and  the  pr^  dent  reaaon,  in  pereons  or  circumetancee,  to 

ciaion  with  which  the  date  of  each  particular,  justify  the  breach  of  an  antient  order.    The 

•ometisMa  of  very  snail  suns,  is  staled,  give  naaes,  whether  taken  lh»n  civil  or  conuneis- 

tbea  the  appearance  of  ariUienticity,  as  ft?  aa  cial  gradation,  are  of  no  moaaent.    The  order 

itcan  be  conveyed  on  the  &oe,  or  in  the  con-  itself  is  wisely  established,  and  tends  to  pn»- 

AtnotioA  of  such  affwrnts ;  and  if  they  were  vidB  a  natural  guard  against  partiality,  pr^ 

fotgarlca,  laid  theaa  open  to  an  easy  detection,  cipitancy,  and  corruption  in  patronage.    I 

But  no  detection  is  easy  when  no  inquiry  is  affords  means  and  opportunities  fer  an  eiaaii- 

annde.    It  appears  an  offiHK*  of  the  highest  nation  mto  chsmnter ;  snri  among  the  servann 

order  in  the  direoton  conceined  in  tfaio  busi-  it  secures  a  strong  motive  to  preserve  a  fidr 

neos,  when  not  satuSed  with  leaving  such  reputation.    Your  rommttlfwi  ind,  that  no  ra- 

chargea  aa  long  unesamined,  they  shouulven-  ap«ct  whatsoever  was  paid  to  this  giadatioa  in 

turn  to  preaent  to  tha  king's  asrvants,  the  ob-  instance  of  Mr.  Sulivan,  nor  is  there  any  rei^ 

jact  of  them  finr  the  Ingfaest  trust,  which  they  con  assigned  fitr  departing  from  it.    Thioy  do 

have  to  bestow.    If  Mr.  Stuart  was  really  not  find  that  Mr.  Sulivan  had  ever  served  tha 

guiity,  the  peeaeaaon  of  this  post  nmst  furnish  company  in  any  one  of  die  above  capacities, 

hifla,notonly  with  the  BiMaM  of  renewing  the  hut  was,  in  the  year  1777>  abruptly  brought 

ftnaerewilpmetisaa  charged  upon  him,  mid  of  hito  the  acrvioe,  and  s«it  to  Madrss  to  s»^ 

aaaeuting  them  upon  a  still  larger  ae^;  but  oeed  as  Poratan  translator  and  secretvy  to 

of  oppressing  those  unhappy  persona,  who,  the  council. 

mnler  the  wippused  pretoctitm  of  the  frith  of  Tour  comadttea  have  found  a  letter  from 

tbs  compaay,  had  appeared  to  give  evidence  Mr.  Sulivan  to  George  Wocibwell  and  Wil- 

eonsefning  his  former  nuadeaMsnours.  Unm  Devaynes,  Esquires,  chaiman  and  d^ 

This  sltompt  m  the  directors  waa  the  mora  paty  chairman  of  the  court  of  directors,  staU 

sarpriaing,  when  it  la  conridered,  that  two  ing,thathe  tnistedAMifpiiMttons  wouldhava 

cemmttteea  of  this  honse  were,  wX  that  very  n  place  in  their  del^Mr^iona  when  Madras 

time,  sitting  upon  an  inquiry,  thut  related  nAirs  were  taken  up.    Of  what  nature  those 

Erectly  to  their  oondoct,  aad  diat  of  ihair  seiw  applications  were,  your  committee  cannot  dis- 

vants  in  India.  cover,  as  no  traces  of  them  appear  on  the  com* 

It  was  in  the  same  Sfnrit  of  de6aaoe  cf  par-  pa*y'a  records;  nor  whether  any  proofii  of  his 

liameat,  that  at  the  same  time  they  nominated  abiKty ,  even  as  Persian  translator  exist,  which 

Mr.  Sulivan,  aon  to  die  then  dHdrman  of  the  might  entitle  him  to  a  preference  to  the  many 

oaart  of  directors,  to  tha  snooemion  to  the  aervants  in  India,  whose  study  and  opportu- 

aama  high  trust  in  India.    On  these  appoint-  nitim  afforded  them  the  means  of  becoming 

menu  your  committee  thought  it  proper  to  perfect  masters  of  that  language, 

mdce  those  inquiries  which  tlw  court  of  direo-  On  the  above  letter  your  committee  find, 

tors  thought  proper  to  omit.    They  first  omh  that  thecommittee  of  correspondence  procee(t 

celved  K  fittfaig  to  inquire  w}«t  rank  Mr.  ed ;  and,  on  their  recommendation,  the  court 

Bnfivan  bore  in  the  service;  and  they  thought  of  directors  unanimously  approved  of  Mr. 

it  not  unneeessary  here  to  slato  the  gradations  Sulivan  to  be  appointed  to  succeed  to  the  posts 

m  the  sorvios,  according  to  the  tttalMishftd  of  secretary  and  Persian  transktor. 

■aagB  of  the  company.  Conformably  to  the  orders  of  the  court,  Mr. 

The  oompany'e  civil  servants  generally  go  Sulivan  sucoaeded  to  those  posts ;.  and  the 

to  India  as  toritert ;  in  which  capad^  they  president  and  council  acquainted  the  court  of 

aerva  the  coBspaay/w  years.    The  next  step  directors,  that  they  had  been  obeyed.    About 

in  paint  of  nnk  is  to  be  a  >%Mtor,  and  nazt  to  fivemonths  after,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Sulivan 

that,  a  juMior  ai€re&a9U;  in  each  of  vidiichcapn-  thought  fit  toresign  the  office  of  Persian  trana* 

pacitics  tfaey  serve  tha  company  fAras  years,  later,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  the 

They  then  rise  to  the  rank  of  MniermereAaNt,  diraotork    In  April,  1780,  Mr.  Sulivan  is 

in  wUch  aitoation  they  remain  till  called  by  oommfsided  for  his  grt^  dUigenee  at  •eertta^, 

•alation  to  tha  board  of  trade.    Until  the  ry;  in  August  £>Uowing  he  obtains  leave  to 
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■leeompany  Mn.  SuUtui  to  Baogml,  "mheoce  ▼»  had  been  ftppoinled  jodfe  ■dTOcat»-gc 

riw  u  to  proceed  to  Europe  on  aoooant  of  her  ni  ii» Bengal ;  and  to  request  the  govemoar- 

health ;  Md  he  is  charged  with  a  commiasion  general  and  council  to  inform  Mr.  Sulivan  of 

from  the  president  and  council  of  Fort  SainU  their  sentiments,  and  to  desire  him  to  infonn 

George,  to  obtain  for  that  settlement  supplies  them,  whether  he  meant  to  return  to  his  stM 

oT  grain,  troops,  andmonej,  from  the  govei^  tion,  or  to  remain  in  Bengal." 

■our-general  and  council  oif  Bengal,    in  0(v  On  the  6th  December,  as  a  mark  of  their 

tober  the  goTemour-general  requests  permis-  approbation  of  Mr.  Freeman,  who  had  so 

sion  of  the  council  time  to  eaq>loy  Mr.  Suit-  plainlj  contradicted  their  opinion  of  Mr. 

Tan  as  his  tmuttmtf  for  that  he  had  experieoc-  SuJivan,  the  president  and  council  agree  to 

ed  (between  his  arrival  in  Bengal  and  that  appoint  him  to  act  as  secretary  and  clerk  of 

time)  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Soliyan,  and  made  appeals  till  Mr.  Suliran's  answer  should  ar- 

dioice  of  him  as  eomplddjf  qvaii/Udfar  Ikat  rive,  with  the  emoluments,  and  to  ctmfirm  htm 

imst ;  also  requests  die  board  to  appoint  him  therein,  if  Mr.  Sulivan  should  remain  in  Beo- 

judge  adrocate-general ;  and  likewise  to  apply  g^> 

to  the  presidency  6t  Madras,  ibr  him  to  re-  On  the  14th  February,  1781,  the  president 

main  in  Bengal  without  prejudice  to  his  rank  and  council  reoeiTed  a  letter  firom  Bengal  in 

on  their  establishment ;  whidi  several  requests  reply,  and  stating  their  request  that  Mr.  Suli- 

the  board  at  Madras  readily  complied  with,  van  mi^  resenre  the  right  of  reUiraing  to  his 

notwithstanding  their  natural  sensibility  to  original  situation  on  the  Madras  establiab- 

tfae  loss  of  asecrecary  of  sudiabUity  and  dili-  ment,  if  the  court  of  directors  should  disap- 

gmce  as  they  had  described  Mr.  Sulivan  to  be.  prove  of  his  being  transferred  to  Bengal. 

On  the  6th  of  December  following,  the  presi-  To  this  request  the  board  at  Madras  declare 

dent  and  council  received  a  letter  from  Ben-  they  have  no  objection :  and  here  the  matter 

gal,  requesting  that  Mr.  Sulivan  might  be  al-  resU ;  tbs  court  of  directors  not  having  given 

lowed  to  keep  his  rank.    This  request  brought  Any  tokens  of  approbation  or  disapprobation  of 

on  some  discussion.    A   Mr.  Freeman,  it  the  transaction. 

seems,  who  had  acted  under  Mr.  Sulivan  as  Such  is  the  history  of  Mr.  Sulivan's  service 

fub-secretary,  wbilst  his  principal  obtained  so  from  the  time  of  bis  appointment :  such  were 

much  praise  for  his  diligence,  addressed  the  the  qualifications,  and  such  the  proo6  of  as8»- 

board  on  the  same  day,  vod  observed,  "That  duity  and  diligence  given  by  him,  in  holding 

since  Mr.  Sulivan's  arrival,  h§,  [Mr.  Free-  so  many  incompatible  offices  (as  well  as  being 

man]  had  without  mfsnmMion,  done  almost  engaged  in  other  dealings,  which  will  appear 

tiie  tohoU  of  the  duty  allotted  to  the  post  ef  in  their  place)  when,  ailer  three  years'  desul- 

secretary,  vihidiitufa»notonou»  Mr.  SttOhnm  torj  residence  in  India,  he  was  thought  wor- 

kadpaid  but  litdt  attenti&n  to  ,*  and  neither  his  thy  to  be  nominated  to  the  succession  to  the 

inclination  nor  duty  led  him  to  act  any  longer  supreme  council.    No  proof  whi^soever   of 

as  Mr.  Solivan*s  deputy."  distinguished  capacity  in  any  line  preceded  his 

Here  your  committee  cannot  avoid  remark-  original  appointment  to  the  service ;  so  that 

ing  the  direct  contradiction,  which  this  address  the  whole  of  his  fitness  for  the  supreme  coun* 

of  Mr.  Freeman's  gives  to  the  letter  from  the  oil  rested  upon  his  conduct  and  character  since 

president  and  council  to  the  court  of  directors  his  appointment  as  Persian  translator, 

in  April,  1780,  wherein  Mr.  Sulivan  is  prais-  Your  committee  find  that  his  majesty  has 

ed  tar  his  "  diligence  and  attention  in  his  o&  not  yet  given  his  approbation  to  the  nomina- 

fice  of  secretary."  tion,  made  by  the  court  of  directors  on  the  30th 

The  president  and  council  do  not  show  any  of  August,  1 781 ,  of  Messrs.  Stuart  and  Suli- 
displeasure  at  Mr.  Freeman's  representation  van  to  succeed  to  ^  supreme  council  on  the 
(so  contrary  to  their  own,)the  truth  of  which  first  vacancies,  though  the  court  applied  for 
they  thus  tacitly  admit,  hut  agree  to  write  to  the  royal  approbation  so  long  ago  as  the  19th 
the  govemour-general  and  council,  '*  That  it  of  September,  1781 ;  and  in  tiMse  instances 
could  not  be  supposed  that  th^  could  carry  the  king's  ministers  performed  their  duty,  in 
en  the  publick  business  for  any  length  of  time  withholding  their  countenance  fi-om  a  proceed- 
without  the  seruioes  of  a  tecrttmy  and  clerk  ing  so  exceptionable,  and  of  so  dangerous  an 
of  appeals,  two  offices  that  required  personal  example. 

attendance,  and  whidi  would  be  a  general  in-  Tour  committee,  fi-om  a  fiill  view  of  the  sit» 

'ury  to  the  servants  on  their  establiflhment,  nation  and  duties  of  the  court  of  directors, 

and  in  particular  to  the  persons  who  acted  in  are  of  opinion,  that  effectual  means  ought  to 

Ohose  capacities,  as  they  learnt  that  Mr.  SuU-  to  be  taken  for  regulating  that  court,  in  auch 
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ft  maimer  as  to  pnvonl  eitbar  riTftUdp  with,  tiBoed  tor  the  grtater  put  of  that  time  ;  the 

or  aubeanUnqr  to,  their  eenrante.    It  auf^  eonteeta  between  the  civil  nod  judicial  pc  wen 

therefore  be  proper  for  the  house  to  oonaukr,  threatened  that  issue,  to  which  they  came  at 

wliother  it  is  fit  that  those  who  are,  or  have  last,  an  anned  resistance  to  the  authority  of 

been  within  some  giroi  time,  directors  of  the  the  king's  court  cf  justice ;  the  orders,  which 

company,  should  be  capable  ofan  appointment  l^  an  aot  of  parliament  the  servants  were 

to  any  offices  in  India.    Direeton  can  never  bound  to  obey,  were  avowedly,  and  (m  pru^ 

properly  govern  thoce  for  whose  eniplo3rmenta  dple,  contemned ;  until  at  length  the  fatal  ef^i 

they  are  or  may  be  themselves  canriiidatns ;  fints  of  aocumulated  miademeanoors  abroad 

they  can  neither  protect  nor  coerce  them  with  and  n^lecta  at  home  broke  out  in  the  alam^ 

doe  impartiality  or  due  authority.  ing  manner  whidi  your  committee  have  so 

If  eoch  rake  as  are  stated  by  your  conn  fblly  reported  to  this  house, 
mittee  under  this  head  were  obswved  in  the  In  all  this  time  thetnie  state  of  the  several 
re^lnr  serviceat  home  and  abroad,  the  neoe»>  presidenetea,  and  the  real  conduct  of  the  Br^ 
ai^   of  supeneding  the  regular  service  by  tish  government  towards  the  natives,  was  not 
■traagers  would  be  more  rare ;  and  whenever  at  all  known  to  parliament ;  it  seems  to  have 
the  servants  were  so  superseded,  those  who  been  very  imperfectly  known,  even  to  minis- 
pot  forward  other  eaadidatea,  would  be  oblig-  ters.     Indeed  it  required  an  unbroken  atten- 
ed  to  produce  a  atrong  plea  of  merit  and  abilif-  tim,  and  moch  comparison  of  &cts  and  reap 
ty,  which,  in  the  jod^enf  of  mankind,  ought  somngs,  to  fonn  a  true  judgment  on  that  diffip 
to   overpower  pretenaions  so    authentically  cult  ud  complicated  "^vstem  of  politics,  rev^ 
eatablished,  and  so  rigorously  guarded  from  nue,  and  commerce,  wm*»v.  affairs  were  <Mily 
■buae.  in  their  progress  to  that  state  which  produced 
The  second  object  in  this  part  of  the  plan  the  present  inquiries.    Therefore,  whilst  the 
of  the  act  of  177S,  namely,  that  of  iospeetion  causes  of  their  rain  were  in  the  height  of  their 
by  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  appears  not  to  operation,  both  the  oooq>any  and  the  natives 
have  been  provided  fiv,  so  asto  draw  the  time-  were  understood  by  the  publick  as  in  circum- 
ly  and  prodocUve  attention  of  the  state  on  the  stanoes  the  most  assured  and  moot  flourishing, 
^erances  of  the  people  of  India,  and  on  the  Insomuch  that  whenever  the  affairs  of  India 
abases  of  its  government.    By  the  reguhiting  were  brought  before  parliament,  as  they  were 
act,  the  ministers  were  enabled  to  inspect  one  two  or  three  times  during  that  period,  the  only 
part  of  the  correspondence,  that  whidi  was  subject-matter  of  distussion,  anywise  impor- 
reoeired  in  England ;  but  not  which  went  out-  tant,  was  concerning  the  sums  which  might 
ward.    They  might  know  something,  but  that  be  taken  out  of  the  company's  surplus  profits 
very  impedectly  and  mfliystematically,  of  the  for  the  advantage  of  the  state.    Little  was 
slate  of  afl[hirs ;  but  they  were  neither  author-  thought  of  but  the  disengagement  of  the  com- 
ized  to  advance  nor  to  retard  any  measure  ta-  pany  from  their  debts  in  England,  and  to  pr^ 
ken  by  the  directors,  in  consequence  of  that  vent  the  servants  abroad  firom  drawing  upon 
state :  they  were  not  provided  even  with  bu£>  them,  so  as  that  body  might  be  enabled,  with- 
fieient  means  of  knowing  what  any  of  these  out  exciting  clamours  here,  to  afford  the  con- 
neasores  were.    And  this  imperfect  informal*  tribotion  t^t  was  demanded.    All  descrip- 
tion, tc^ther  with  the  want  of  a  direct  call  to  tions  of  persons,  either  here  or  in  India,  look- 
any  specific  duty,  mig^t  have  in  some  degree  ing  solely  to  appearances  at  home,  the  repo- 
occasicMied  that  remissness  which  rendered  tation  of  the  directors  depended  on  the  keeping 
even  the  imperfect  powers  originally  given  by  the  company's  sales  in  a  situation  to  support 
the  act  of  177S  the  less  efficient    This  defect  the  dividend ;  that  of  the  ministers  depended  on 
was  in  a  great  measure  remedied  by  a  subs^  the  most  lucrative  bargains  for  the  exchequer ; 
quent  act :  but  that  act  was  not  passed  until  and  that  of  the  servants  abroad  on  the  largest 
the  year  1780.  investments;  until  at  length  there  is  great  rea- 
Your  committee  find,  that  during  the  whole  son  to  apprehend,  that,  unless  some  very  sub- 
period  which  elapsed  from  177S  to  the  com-  stantial  reform  takes  place  in  the  msnagement 
mencement  of  1782,  disorders  and  abuses  of  of  the  company's  afikirs,  nothing  will  be  lefl 
every  kind  multiplied.    Wars,  contrary  to  for  investment,  for  dividend,  or  for  bargain, 
policy,  and    contrary  to  public  faith,  were  and  India,  instead  ofa  resource  to  the  publick 
carrying  on  in  various  parts  of  India.    The  may  itself  come,  in  no  great  length  of  time 
aDiee,  d^>endents,  and  subjects  of  the  oompa-  to  be  reck<med  amongst  the  publick  burthena. 
By  were  every  where  oppressed ;  dissensions  In  this  manner,  the  inspecticm  of  the  minis 
in   the  supreme  council  prevailed,  and  con-  ters  of  the  crown,  the  great  cementing  ragn-* 
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btion  of  tlM  whole  act  of  1779,  bu,  «kag  rafwmt  by  th*  Ea>i4iidia  ooopviy,   ifas 

with  all  the  others,   eotiielf  &iUd  in  its  trade  with  ladiawsBosmedoo  apoaUieciMi* 

effects.  »»n  principles  oTeoflMMree,  naaely,  by  emU 

Yoitr  committee,  in  obeenringonthe  fiulore  ing  out  sudh  ooaunedicies  as  fmind  a  ctemand 

of  this  set,  do  not  consider  the  intrinsick  de-  in  the  India  market,  and  where  that  deasaiid 

facts  or  mistakes  in  the  law  itself  as  the  sole  was  not  adeqoaie  to  tha  reeiproeal  call  of  the 

cause  of  itomiecarriage.    The  general  poliej  Eivopean  market  ibr  Indian  goods,  by  a  laiga 

of  the  nation  with  r^aid  to  tUs  object  has  amiual  exportatioo  of  treasure,  chiefly  in  sD* 

been,  they  coaeeire,  erroneous;  and  no  reins  ver.  In  soom  yeers  that  eiport  has  bean  as 

dy  by  laws  OMler  the  prevalsooe  of  thst policy  high  as  six  hundred   and  eighty  fhniissnd 

can  be  effectual.    Before  any  resesdial  law  p<Nmds  sterling.  The  other  European  ooaRp»* 

can  have  its  just  operation,  the  a&»«  of  In-  nies,  trading  to  India,  traded  tluther  on   the 

dia  must  be  reetored  to  their  natural  order.  sasM  footing.    Their  eaport  of  bullion  wm 

The  prosperity  of  the  natives  must  he  preri-  probably  laj^  ia  propoitioo  to  the  total  of 

oosly  secured  before  any  profit  from  them  their  conuneroe;  as  their  oemmeroe  itself 

wbatsoeTer  is  attempted.    For  as  long  as  a  bore  a  much  larger  proportion  to  the  British 

system  prevails,  which  regaidi  the  traasaua-  than  it  does  at  this  tune,  er  baa  done  for  many 

sion  of  great  wealth  to  this  country,  either  for  years  past.    But  stating  it  to  be  equal  to  ths 

the  company  or  thestato,  as  its  principal  end,  British,  the  whole  of  the  silver  sent  ananally 

so  long  will  it  be  impoesible  thst  thoee  who  from  Europe  into  ITindnstan  eould  not  foil 

are  the  instrument*  of  thst  scheme,  shouki  very  short  of  twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  tfaoiiH 

not  be  actuated  by  the  same  spirit  for  their  sand  pounds  a  year.    This  influx  of  money, 

own  private  purposes.     It  will  be  worse :  poured  into  India  by  an  emulation  of  all  tha 

they  will  support  the  injuries  done  to  the  nar  conunercial  nationa  of  Europe,  encouraged 

tives  for  their  selfish  ends,  1^  new  injuries  industry,  and  promoted  cultivation'  in  a  high 

dmie  in  (kvonr  of  those  before  whom  they  are  degree ;  notwithstanding  the  frequent  ware 

toaooount.    It  is  not  reasonably  to  be  eaq>eolH  vriA  which  that  conntry  was  harassed,  and  the 

ed,  that  a  publick,  rapacious  and  improvident,  vices  wUdi  existed  in  its  internal  government. 


shouU  be  served  by  any  of  its  subordinates    On  the  other  band,  theexport  of  ao  much  sil- 
with  disinterestedness  or  forssight.  ver  was  sometisMe  asubject  of  grudging  and 


uneasinees  in  Europe;  and  a oonmierce 
II.— comrnoTiov  ov  a&SAT  bkitaiv        ried  on  through  sucii  a  medium,  to  many  ap» 
wiTB  MDiA.  peered  in  speculation  of  doubtful  advantage. 

But  the  fvactieal  demands  of  oemmerce  bore 
In  order  to  open  more  fully  the  tendency  of    down  thoee    speculative  objections.      The 


the  polksy  whidi  hsa  hitherto  prevailed,  end  Faf*-fnilis  commodities  were  so  essential  for 

thst  the  house  may  be  enabled,  in  any  reg»-  animating  all  other  brandMS  of  trade,  and  for 

lations  which  may  be  made,  to  follow  the  completing  the  eonnaercial  eirclee,  that  all 

tracks  of  the  abiMe,  and  to  apply  an  apprtH  nations  contended  for  it  withthe  greatest  avi* 

printed   remedy  to  a  particular  distsmper,  di^.    The  English  cea^Mny  ffeurished  mider 

your  committee  think  it  expedent  to  consider,  this  exportation  for  a  very  long  eeries  of 

in  some  detail,  the  nsaaner  in  which  India  is  yean.     The  nation  was  considerably  benefits 

oonneeted  with  this  kingdom;  which  is  the  tod  bodi  in  trsde  and  in  revenue;  andthedivi* 

•eoond  head  of  their  plan.  dends  of  the  proprieton  wera  often  high,  and 

The  two  great  links  by  whidi  this  conneo*  always  soffideat  to  keep  up  the  credit  of  tha 

tiott  is  maintained,  are,  fint,  the  East^India  company's  stock  in  beeit  end  vigour, 
oempany's  oosuneree ;  and  next,  the  govenn        But  at,  or  very  soon  sAor  the  acquisiUoncf 

ment  set  over  the  natives  by  that  company,  the  territorial  revenues  to  the  Englieh  oouh* 

and  l^  the  crown.    The  firat  of  these  priiH  pany,  the  period  of  whidi  may  be  radtoned  aa 

dples  of  eonneetions  namely,  the  East^India  completed  about  the  year  1765,  a  very  great 

company's  trade,  is  to  be  firat  oonsidered,  not  revolution  took  place  ia  commerce  as  well 

only  as  it  operates  by  itralf,  bat  as  having  a  as  in  dominion ;  and  it  was  a  revolution  which 

powerfbl  influence  over  the  general  policy  uid  aflTeeted  the  tmcle  of  Himkietan  with  all  other 

the  paiticniar  measures  of  theoompany*s  gov^  European  naUona,  asvrell  as  with  that  in 

emmeat.    Tour  committee  apprehend  that  whose  fovour  and  by  wheee  power  it  was  an- 

the  preeent  state,  nature,  and  tendency  of  this  eompltshed.    From  that  time  bullion  was  no 

trade  era  not  generally  understood.  longer  regularly  exported  by  the  English 

Until  the  aoqoifition  of  great  tarrilorial  East-India  eompany  to  fBengal,  or  any  part 
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«f  fiindoslu ;  mkI  h  waa  looii  wpoitfed  in  Imiidred  tbousMid  w«re  fiv«o  to  tbe  state ; 

muck  unaUer  quaiititi«B  by  mj  other  na-  which,  added  to  the  old  dividend,  brou^t « 

tkn.    A  new  wny  of  supplying  the  market  oonstant  charge  upon  the  mizt  interest  of  Ixh> 

oT  fiuropei,  faj  means  of  the  British  power  and  dian  trade  and  revenue  of  eight  hundred  thou* 

inAoence,  was  knrentei^  a  species  of  trade  (if  sand  pounds  a  year ;  this  was  to  be  provided 

•ucb  ii  may  be  called)  by  which  it  is  absoluio*  fi>r  at  all  events. 

ly  impossiUe  that  India  should  not  be  radical*  By  that  vast  denumd  on  the  territorial  fund, 

ly  and  irr^rievably  mined,  although  our  po^  the  correctives  and  qualifications  which  might 

■eBsaons  there  were  lo  be  ordered  and  gover»*  have  been  gradually  applied  to  the  abuses  in 

ed  upon  principles  diaaselrically  opposite  to  Indian  commerce  and  government,  were  ren- 

Ummo  which  now  prevail  in  the  system  and  dersd  extremely  difficult. 

practice  of  the  British  company's  admini*-  The  practice  of  an  investment  from  the  r»> 

tmtaoB.  venue  began  in  the  year  1776,  before  arrange- 

A  oertain  portion  of  the  revenues  of  Ben-  ments  were  made  for  securing  and  appropria* 

gal  has  been  ibr  many  years  set  apart  to  be  ting  an  aosurediimd  for  that  purpose  in  the  trear 

employed  in  the  purchase  of  goods  Sat  ezpor-  sury,  and  lor  diffusing  it  from  thence  upon  the 

tadon  In  £nghmd,  and  this  is  called  the  tn*  raanu&ctures  of  the  country  in  a  just  proper* 

iijitfsiiinf.    The  greatness  of  this  investment  tion,  and  in  the  proper  season.    There  was, 

fans  been  the  staadaid  by  which  the  merit  of  indeed,  for  a  short  tine,  a  surplus  of  cash  in 

the  caapfuiy's|vincipal  servants  has  bean  too  the  treasury.    It  was  in  some  shape  to  be 

generally  eatiaHted;  and  this  main  cause  of  sent  home  to  its  owners.    To  send  it  out  in 

the  in^overishnent  of  India  has  been  gene-  silver  was  subject  to  two  manifest  inconven»- 

imlly  takm  as  a  meaaure  of  its  wealth  and  cnces :— -Fin^  thecountry  would  be  exhaust- 

pieaperity.    Nuuwtwis  fleets  of  large  ohipe,  ed  of  its  circulating  medium.    A  scarcity  of 

landed  with  tbe  most  vataable  eommodities  of  coin  was  ah-eady  folt  in  Bengal.    Cossim 

•ne  cast,  annuatly  arriving  in  England  in  a  Ali  Khan  (tbe  nabob  whom  the  company's 

nwiatsiif  and  increasing  succession,  impossd  servants  had  lately  set  up  and  newly  expel* 

upon  the  pubUdc  eye,  and  naturally  gave  rise  led)  during  the  short  period  of  his  power,  had 

to  an  opinion  sf  the  happy  ooodition  and  ealwnsted  ihs  country  by  every  mode  of  e»> 

growing  ofolenesofa  country,  whose  surplus  tortion;  in  his  fli|^t  he  carried  off  an  inn 

prodaetionB  ocoiipiffd  so  vast  a  space  in  the  mense  treasure,  which  has  been  variously 

eoBunerdnl  worid.    Thii  export  from  India  computed,  hut  by  none  at  less  than  three 

snnwrd  to  imply  ako  a  reciprocal  supply,  by  millions  sterling.    A  country  so  exhausted 

nhkh  the  trading  capital  employed  in  those  of  its  coin,  and  harassed  by  three  revolutions 

productions  was  continually  strengthened  and  rapidly  succeeding  each  other,  was  rather  an 

enlarged.    But  the  payment  of  a  tribute,  and  objea  that  stood  in  need  of  every  kind  of  re* 

not  n  benefirial  oommeice  to  that  oountiy,  freshment  and  recruit,  than  one  which  could 

wore  this  speeions  and  delusive  appearanee.  subsist  under  new  evacuations.    The  next 

The  fiune  of  a  great  territorial  revenue,  ex-  and  equally  obvious  inconvenience  was  to  the 

aggerated,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  beyond  company  iUelf.    To  send  silver  into  Europe 

even  its  vahMysal  the  abundant  Ibrtunes  of  the  would  be  to  send  it  from  the  best  to  the  worst 

pond's  oflKors,  military,  and  civil,  which  market.    When  airived,  the  most  profitable 

flowed  into  Eorape  with  a  fall  tide,  raised  in  use  which  could  be  made  of  it,  would  be  to 

the  praprietors  of  East-India  stock  a  prema-  send  it  back  to  Bengal,  for  the  purchase  of 

tore  desire  of  partaking  widi  their  servanta  in  Indian  merchandise :  it  was  necessary,  there- 

the  froita  of  that  splendid  ttirsnture.  Govern*  lore,  to  turn  the  company's  revenue  into  ita 

meat  also  thoagbt  they  could  net  be  too  early  commerce.    The  first  investment  was  about 

in  their  ctaims  forashsre  of  what  they  consi*  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  care  was 

deredtfaeiMelves  as  entitled  to  in  every  bniffk  taken  afterwards  to  enlarge  iu    In  the  years 

aoquisitioa  iMde  by  the  power  of  this  king*  1767  end  1768  it  anose  to  seven  hundred 

dem,  tfaroogh  whatever  hands,  or  by  whatever  thousand. 

means  it  was  made.  These  two  paitiea,  sf-  This  new  system  of  trade,  carried  on 
ter  some  struggle,  easM  te  an  agreement  to  through  the  medium  of  power  and  public  re- 
divide  between  them  tbe  profito  whioh  their  venue,  very  soon  produced  ita  natural  effects. 
■peculation  proposed  to  realize  in  Ei^land  The  loudest  complainta  arose  among  the  na- 
from  the  territorial  revenue  in  Bengal.  About  tives,  and  among  all  the  foreigners  who  track- 
two  hundred  tfaonsand  pounds  were  aiUed  to  et)  to  Bengal.  It  most  unquestionably  have 
the  annual  dividends  of  tbe  proprietors.  Four  thrown  the  whole  mercantile  system  of  the 
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country  into  tLe  gnstost  oonfiinoa.  With  About  an  bundred  tfaonnad  pouHk  a  jmmr 
regard  to  the  nativesi  no  ezpedieat  was  pftH  ia  alao  remitted  from  Bengali  on  the  com- 
posed for  their  relief.  The  caae  was  serious  pany*s  account,  to  China ;  and  the  whole  of 
with  respect  to  Eurc^iean  powers.  The  the  product  of  that  money  flows  into  the 
presidency  plainly  represented  to  the  direo-  direct  trade  from  China  to  Europe.  Beside 
tors,  that  some  agreement  should  be  made  this,  Bengal  sends  a  regular  supply,  in  time 
with  foreign  nations,  for  providing  their  in-  of  peace,  to  those  presidencies  whidi  are  un« 
vestment  to  a  certain  amount,  or  thai  the  de6-  equal  to  their  own  eot^lishmeot.  To  Bom- 
ciencies  then  subsisting  must  terminate  in  an  bay,  the  remittance  in  money,  bills,  or  goods, 
open  rapture  with  France.  The  directors,  for  none  of  which  there  is  a  return,  amounts 
pressed  by  the  large  payments  in  England,  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thonsand  pounds  a 
were  not  free  to  abandon  their  system ;  and  year,  at  n  medium. 

all  possible  means  of  diverting  the  manufiu>  The  goods,  which  are  eiported  from  Eu- 
tures  into  the  company's  investment  were  still  rope  to  India,  consist  cfai^y  of  military  and 
anxiously  sought  and  pursued,  until  the  diS-  naval  stores,  of  clothing  for  troops,  and  of 
culties  of  the  foreign  companies  were  at  other  objecta  for  the  consumption  of  the 
length  removed  by  the  natural  flow  of  the  for-  Europeans  residing  there ;  and,  excepting 
tunes  of  the  company's  servants  into  Eurc^,  some  lead,  copper  utensils  and  sheet  copper, 
in  the  manner  which  will  be  stated  hereafter,  woollen  cloth,  and  other  commodities  of  little 
But  with  all  these  endeavours  of  the  presi-  oooqMrative  value,  no  sort  of  merchandise  is 
dency,  the  investment  sunk  in  1769,  and  they  sent  frwn  England,  that  is  in  demand  for  the 
were  even  obliged  to  pay  for  a  part  of  the  wants  or  desires  of  the  native  inhabitants, 
goods  to  private  merchants,  in  the  company's  When  an  account  is  taken  of  the  inter- 
bonds  hewing  interest.  It  was  plain  that  this,  course  (for  it  b  not  commerce)  which  is  car- 
course  of  business  could  not  hold.  The  ried  on  between  Bengal  and  England,  the 
manoftcturersof  Bengal,  for  from  being  gene-  pernicious  eflects  of  the  system  of  investment 
rally  in  a  condition  to  give  credit,  have  always  from  revenue  will  ffmr  in  the  strongest 
required  advances  to  be  made  to  them ;  so  point  of  view.  In.  that,  view,  the  whole  ex- 
have  the  merchants  very  generally :  at  least,  ported  produce  of  the  country  (so  for  as  the 
since  the  prevaloice  of  the  English  power  in  con^Muy  is  oonceraed)  is  not  exchanged  in 
India.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  and  so  the  oourse  of  barter ;  but  is  taken  away  witb- 
the  presidency  of  Calcutta  r^resented  the  out  any  return  or  payment  whatsoever.  In  a 
matter,  to  provide  beforehand  a  year's  ad-  commercial  light,  therefore,  England  becomes 
vance.  Ttds  required  great  efforts,  and  they  annually  bankrupt  to  Bengal,  to  the  amount 
were  made.  Notwithstanding  the  fiunine  in  nearly  of  its  own  dealing ;  or  rather,  the 
1770,  which  wasted  Bengal  in  a  manner  country  has  suffered  what  is  tantamount  to 
dreadfol  beyond  all  exaSple,  the  investment,  an  annual  plunder  of  its  manufoctures  and  iu 
by  a  variety  of  successive  expedients,  many  produce  to  the  value  of  twelve  hundred  thou- 
<^  them  of  the  most  dangerous  nature  and  sand  pounds. 

tendency,  was  forcibly  kept  up ;  and  evoi  in  In  time  of  peace,  three  foreign  companies 

that  forced  and  unnatural  state,  it  gathered  appear  at  first  sight  to  bring  thtir  oontribu- 

Btrength  almost  every  year.    The  d ^Ns  con-  tion  of  trade  to  the  supply  of  this  continual 

tracted  in  the  infoncy  of  the  system  were  drain.     These  are  the  om^wnies  of  France, 

gradually  reduced,  and  the  advances  to  con-  HolhMad  and  Denmark.    But  when  the  ob- 

tractors  and  mannfocturers  were  regularly  joct  is  considered  more  nearly,  instead  of 

made ;  so  that  the  goods  fi^om  Bengal,  pur-  relief,  these  companies,  who  from  their  want 

chased  from  the  territorial  revenues,  from  the  of  authority  in  the  country  mi^t  seem  to 

sale  of  European  goods,  and  frxMn  the  pro-  trade  upon  a  principle  merely  commercial, 

duce  of  the  mimopolies  for  the  four  years  will  be  found  to  add  their  foil  proportion  to 

which  ended  with  1780  (when  the  investment  the  calamity  brought   upon  Bengal  by  the 

fitmi  the   surplus   revenues  finally  closed)  destructive  system  of  the  ruling  power ;  be- 

were  never  less  than  a  million  sterling,  and  cause  the  greater  part  of  the  capital  of  all 

commonly  nearer  twelve  hundred  thoinand  thesecompanies,  and  perhaps  the  whole  capi- 

pounds.    This  million  is  the  lowest  value  of  tal  of  some  of  them,  is  furnished  exactly  as 

the  goods  sent  to  Europe,  for  iHuch  no  satis-  the  British  is,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the 

foctim  is  made.* 

dred  thousand  pounds  annually,  of  the  export 

.^                ^  from  Great  Britain,  ought  to  be  deducted  from 

*  The  salO)  to  the  amount  of  about  one  ban-  this  million.                   ' 


I 
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The  eiyil  and  Military  Mrraota  «f  mom  •am  of  OMAey  hu  been  M&t  from  Mi- 

the  English  East-India  oompaaj,  beinf  ro-  dras,  or  from  Bongal,  but  it  equallj  exhauata 

atrktod  in  drawing  billa  nfMm  Europe,  and  a  country  belonging  to  this  kingdooii  whethtr 

none  of  them  ever  making  or  proposing  an  it  comas  from  the  one  or  from  Uie  other. 

aataUiahment  in  India,  a  Terj  great  part  of  But  that  the  greatness  of  all  these  drains, 

their  fiwttmes,  well  or  ill  gotten,  is  in  all  and  their  elTeots,  snay  be  rendered  more  visi- 

probobality  thrown,  as  &st  as  required,  into  ble,  your  committee  hare  turned  their  cooii- 

the  eash  of  Aese  eoaspanies.  deration  to  the  employment  of  those  parts 

In  all  other  coonlries,  the  rorenue,  follow*  of  the  Bengal  revenue,  which  are  not  em- 

!Bg  the  natural  course  and  order  of  things,  ployed  in  the  company's  own  inTestments 

— '-—  out  of  their  cosMneroe.    Here,  by  a  for  China  and  for  Europe.    What  is  taken 


misehievous  inversion  of  that  order,  the  whole     over  and  above  the  investmoit   (when  an 
foreign   maritime  trade,  whether  English,     iuTestraent  can  be  made)  from  the  poss 


French,  Dutch,  or  Danish,  arises  from  the    revenoe,  either  for  the  charge  of  collection, 
revenues;  and  these  are  carried  oat- of  the    or  for  civil  and  military  establiahments,  is 


eooDlry,  without  producing  any  thing  to  com*     in  time  of  peace  two  milli<m8  at  the  least. 
pensate  so  heavy  a  losa.  From  the  portion  of  that  sum,  which  goes  to 


Year  committee  have  not  bean  able  to  di»-     the  si^>port  of  civil  government,  the  natives 
eover  the  entire  value  of  the  investment  made    are  ahnost  wholly  ezcloded,  as  they  are  from 


by  fopsign  companies.    Bat  as  the  iavesU  the  principal  oolleetioos  of  revenue.    With 

ment,  which  the  English  East^India  eompany  Tory  fow  eaoeptioas,  they  are  only  employed 

derived  from  its  revenues,  and  even  from  its  as  servants  and  agents  to  Europeam,  or  in 

poUiek  crediif^  is  for  the  year  178S  to  be  the  inferiour  dqiartments  of  collections,  when 

wholly  stopped,  it  has  been  proposed  to  pri*  it  is  absolately  ia^KWsible  to  proceed  a  step 

vate  persons  to  make  a  sobscription  for  an  without  their  assistance.     For  some  time 

investment  on  thsir  own  aoooont.    This  in-  after  the  aei|ttisition  of  the  territorial  revenue, 

vestment  is  to  be  equal  to  the  snm  of  eight  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twentv  thousand 

hundred  thousand  pounds.    Another  loan  has  pounds  a  year  was  paid,  accorduig  to  the 

been  also  made  for  an  investment  on  the  stipuktion  of  a  treaty,  to  the  nabob  ^  Bengal 

company's  aoooont  to  China,  of  two  hundred  for  the  support  of  his  government.     This 

thousand  pounds.    This  nmkes  a  million ;  sum,  however    inconsiderable  compared  to 

and  tliere  is  no  question,  that  moeh  more  the  revenues  of  the  province,  yet,  distributed 

tould  be  readily  had  tor  bills  upon  Europe,  through  the  varioos  departments  of  ciril  w^ 

Now,  as  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  whole  of  ministratioa,  served  in  some  degree  to  pro- 

the  monej  remitted  is  the  property  of  British  serve  the  natives  of  the  better  sort,  partic»> 

■objects,  (none  else  having  any  interest  in  larly  thoae  of  the  Mahoraedan  profession, 

remitting  to  Europe,)  it  is  not  imfoir  to  su|h  from  being  utterly  mined.    The  people  of 

pose,  that  a  very  great  part,  if  not  the  whole  that  persuasion,  not  being  so  generally  engsf^ 

of  what  nmy  find  iu  way  into  this  new  chan-  od  in  toade,  and  not  having  on  their  conquest 

nel,  19  not  newly  created ;  but  only  diverted  of  Bengal  divested  theantieotGcntQ  propri»- 

from  those  channels,  in  which  it  formerly  ran,  tors  of  their  lands  of  inheritance,  had  for  their 

that  is,  the  cash  of  the  foreign  tnding  com-  chiee;  if  not  their  sole  support,  the  share  of  a 

panics.  moderate  conquerour  in  all  offices  civil  and 

Beside  the  investment  made  in  goods  by  militsry.    But  jroor  committee  find  that  this 

foreign  companies  from  the  foods  of  British  arrangement  was  of  a  short  duration.    With- 

subjects,  these  subjects  have  been  for  sosse  out  the  leesl  regard  to  the  subsistence  of  this 

lime  in  the  practice  of  sending  very  great  innocent  people,  or  to  the  foith  of  the  agreo- 

snms  in  gold  and  silver  directly  to  China  on  ment,  on  which  they  were  brought  under  the 

their  own  account.    In  a  memorial  preeehted  British  government,  this  sum  was  reduced, 

to  Ac  govemour-general   and    council,  in  by  a  new  treaty,  to  three  hundred  and  twenty 

March,  1T«2,  it  appears,  that  the  principal  thousand  pounds ;  and  soon  after  (upon  a 

money  lent  by  British  subjecU  to  one  cook-  pretenee  of  the  present  nabob's  minority,  and 

pany  of  merchants  in  China  then  amounted  to  a  temporary  sequestration  for  the  diachar^i 

seven  milUons  of  dollars,  about,  one  million  of  his  debts)  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 

seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  and  sand  pounds :  but  when  he  arrived  at  his  ma- 

BOt  the  smallest  particle   of  silver  sent  to  jority,  and  when  the  debts  were  paid,  tho 

China  ever  returns  to  India.    It  is  not  easy  sequestration  still  continued.    And,  ao  for 

to  determine  in  what  proportions  this  enor-  as  the  late  advices  may  be  understood,  the 

Vol.  ni.-f  B 
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allowance  to  the  nabob  appears  still  to  stand    with  those  and  many  other  countries  tfuNW^ 

at  the  reduced  sum  of  one  hundred  and  siztj  its  own  sesrports. 

thousand  pounds.  During  that  period,  the  remittances  to  the 

The  other  resource  of  the  Mahomedans,  Moguls  treasury  firnn  Bengal  were  never 

and  of  the  GentOs  of  certain  of  the  higher  very  large,  at  least   for  any  considerable 

casts,  was  the  army.    In  this  army,  nin»>  time ;  nor  very  regularly  sent ;  and  the  im- 

tenths  of  which  consists  of  natives,  no  native,  positions  of  the  state  were  soon  repaid  with 

of  whatever  description,  holds  any  rank  higher  interest,  through  the  medium  of  a  lucrative 

than  that  of  a  •uhadar  commaukaUf  that  is,  commerce.     But  the  disorders    of  Persia, 

of  an  officer  below  the  rank  of  an  English  since  the  death  of  Kouli  Khikn,  have  wholly 

subaltern,  who  is  appointed  to  each  company  destroyed  the  tracle  of  that  coun^ ;  and  the 

of  the  native  soldiery.  trade  to  Turkey,  by  Judda  and  Buasorah, 

Your  committee  here  would  be  understood  which  was  the  greatest,  and  pei^^^M  the  best 
to  state  the  ordinary  establishment,  for  the  branch  of  the  Indian  trade,  is  very  much  di« 
war  may  have  made  some  alteration :  all  the  minished.  The  fall  of  the  thrcae  of  the  Mo- 
honourable,  all  the  lucrative  situations  of  the  gul  emperours  has  drawn  with  it  that  of  the 
army,  all  the  supplies  and  contracts,  of  what-  great  marts  of  Agra  and  Delhi.  The  utmost 
ever  species,  that  belong  to  it,  are  solely  in  confusion  of  the  north-western  provinces  Ibl- 
the  hands  of  the  English ;  so  that  whatever  is  lowed  this  revolution,  which  was  not  abeo- 
beyond  the  mere  subsistence  of  a  common  lutelycomplete,  until  it  receivedthe  last  hand 
soldier,  and  ^some  officers  of  a  lower  rank,  from  Great  Britain.  Still  greater  calamities 
together  with  the  immediate  expenses  of  the  have  fallen  upon  the  fine  provinces  of  Rohil- 
English  officers  ai  their  table,  is  sooner  or  cund  and  Oude,  and  on  the  countries  of  Go- 
later,  in  one  shape  or  another,  sent  out  of  the  rah  and  Allahabad.  By  the  operations  of  the 
country.  British  arms  and  influence,  they  are  in  many 

Such  was  the  state  of  Bengal  even  in  time  places  turned  to  mere  deserts,  or  so  reduced 

of  profound  peace,  and  before  Uie  whole  weight  and  decayed  as  to  afford  very  few  materials 

of  the  publick  charge  fell  upon  that  unhi^py  or  means  of  commerce, 
country  fer  the  support  of  other  parts  of  India,        Such  is  the  actual  condition  of  the  trade  of 

which  had  been  desolated  in  such  a  manner  Bengal,  since  theestablishmentof  the  British 

as  to  contribute  littltf  or  nothing  to  their  own  power  there.  The  commerce  of  the  Camatick, 

protection.  as  fer  as  the  inquhries  of  your  committee 

Tour  committee  have  given  this  short  com-  have  extended,  did  not  appear  with  k  better 
parative  aocount  of  the  effects  of  the  mari-  aspect,  even  before  the  invasion  of  Hyder  Ali 
time  traffick  of  Bengal  when  in  its  natural  Khftn,  and  the  consequent  desolation ;  which, 
state,  and  as  it  has  stood  since  the  preva^  for  many  years  to  come,  must  exclude  it  from 
lence  of  the  system  of  an  investment  from  the  any  considerable  part  of  the  trading  system, 
revenues.  But  before  the  formation  ^of  that  It  appean  on  theexamination  of  an  intelligent 
system,  Bengal  did  by  no  means  depend  for  person  concerned  in  trade,  and  who  resided  at 
its  resources  on  its  maritime  commerce.  The  Madras  for  several  years,  (hat,  oo  his  arrival 
inland  trade,  from  whence  it  derived  a  very  there,  which  was  in  the  year  1767,  that  city  was 
great  supply  of  silver  and  gold,  and  many  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Mid  one  of  (he  first 
kinds  of  merchantable  goods,  was  very  consi-  marts  in  India;  but  when  he  left  it  in  1779, 
derable.  The  higher  provinces  of  the  Mogul  there  was  little  or  no  trade  remaining,  and  but 
empire  were  then  populous  and  opulent,  and  one  ship  belonging  to  the  whole  place.  The 
intercourse  to  an  immense  amount  was  car-  evidence  of  this  gentleman  purports,  that  at  hU 
ried  on  between  them  and  Bengal.  A  great  first  acquaintance  with  the  Camatick  it  was  a 
trade  also  passed  through  these  provinces  well  cultivated  and  populous  counlry,  and  as 
from  ajl  the  countries  on  the  frontier  of  Per^  soeh^  consumed  many  articles  of  merchandise ; 
sia  and  the  frontier  provinces  of  Tartary,  as  that  at  his  departure,  he  left  it  much  cireun^ 
well  as  frt)m  Surat  slid  Baroach  on  the  west-  scribed  in  trade,  greatly  in  the  decline  as  to 
em  side  of  India.  These  parts  opened  to  population  and  oilture,  and  with  a  correspea- 
Bengal  a  communication  with  the  Persian  dent  decay  of  the  territorial  revenue. 
Gulf  and  with  the  Red  Sea,  and  through  Your  committee  find,  that  there  has  also 
them  with  the  whole  Turkish  and  the  mari-  been  from  Madras  an  investment  on  the  corn- 
time  parts  of  the  Persian  empire,  beside  the  pany^s  account,  taking  one  year  with  another, 
e<Mnmercial  intercourse  which  it  maintained  very  nearly  on  the  same  principles,  and  with  the 
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eSects,  M  that  from  Beng^ ;  and  Aejr  not  ezp«ct  Wiwy  to  coounind.*    In  ui  ear^ 

think  it  u  hi^ljr  probable,  that,  b«aUle  tho  lierminutabeexpreasflahunaelfatillmoredis- 

large  rama  remitted  directly  from  Madras  to  linctly ;  be  saya,  *'  If  the  internal  reaouroea 

China,  there  has  likewise  been  a  great  deal  of  a  atate  fiul  it,  or  are  not  equal  to  ita  oeeo- 

oo  a  priTate  account,  for  that  and  other  coun-  mvmU  wants,  whence  can  it  obtain  immediate 

tries  inyesiad  in  the  caah  of  foreign  and  £u-  relief,  but  from  eaUrnal  means  ?"    Indeed, 

ropean  powera  trading  on  the  ooast  of  Coro-  the  investment  has  not  been  for  any  long  time 

nandel.  Bot  yonroommittee  have  not  extend-  the  natural  product  of  the  revenue  of  Bengal ; 

«d  their  inqniriea  relative  to  the  commerce  of  when  by  the  vast  charge,  and  by  the  ill  re» 

Ihe  countries  dependent  on  Madras  so  fkr  as  turn  of  an  evil  political  aiMi  military  traifick, 

1h9r  lave  done  with  regard  to  Bengal.    They  and  by  a  prodigal  increase  of  establishments, 

have  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  condition  is  and  a  proAise  conduct  in  distributing  agen- 

rather  worse ;  but  if  the  house  requires  a  cies  and  contracts,  they  found   themselves 

more  minute  enmination  of  thia  important  under  difficultiea,  instead  of  being  cured  of 

subject,  your  committee  is  willing  to  enter  in-  their  immoral  and  in^tolitick  delusion,  they 

-to  it  without  delay.  phmged  deeper    into  it,    and  were  drawn 

from  expedient   to   eqiedient   for  the  sup- 

^-^— >  ply  of  the   investment,    into   that  endleas 

chain  of  wars,  which  this  house,  by  its 


m. — mrrrer  or  ras  nnrnirvx  ximsT-    lutions,  has  so  justly  condemned.    At  home 
cirr  on  thx  oomtamy,  theae  measures  were  sometimes  countenanced. 


sometimes  winked  at,  sometimes  censured, 

HiTRKKTO,  your  oonnnittee  has  consider^  bat  always  with  an  acceptance  of  whatever 

ed  this  system  of  revenue  investment,  suh-  |wafit  th^  aflbrded. 

stitnted  in  the  place  of  a  commercial  link  At  length  the  funda  for  the  investment,  and 
between  India  and  Europe,  ao  far  as  it  affects  lor  these  ware  together,  could  no  longer  be 
India  only :  they  are  now  to  consider  it  as  it  anpplied.    In  the  year  1778,  the  provision 
aflects  the  company.     So  long  as  that  corpo-  for  the  investment  ftom  the  revenues,  and 
ration  continued  to  receive  a  vast  quanti^  of  from  the  monopolies,  stood  very  high.    It 
amrchantable  goods,  without  any  disburse-  was  estimated  at  a  million  four  hundred  thou- 
nent  for  the  purchase,  ao  long  it  possessed  sand  pounds ;  and  of  this  it  appears  that  a 
wherewithal  to  continue  a  dividend,  to  pay  great  deal  was  realised.    But  this  was  the 
debts,  and  to  contribute  to  the  State.    But  it  high  flood-tide  of  the  investment ;  fpr  in  that 
must  have  been  always  evident  to  oonsidente  year  they  announce  its  probable  decline ;  and 
persons,  that  this  vast  extraction  of  wealth  that  audi  extensive  supplies  could  not  be 
fhim  a  country,  lessening  in  its  resources  in  continued.    The  advances  to  the  board  of 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  its  burthens,  was  trade  became  leaa  punctiml,  and  manydis- 
not  calculated  for  a  very  long  duration.    For  putea  aroae  about  the  time  of  making  them, 
a  while,  the  company's  servants  kept  up  this  However,  knowing  that  all  their  credit  at 
investment,  not  l^  improving    commerce,  home  depended  on  the  inveatment,  or  upon 
mann&ctnres,  or  agriculture,  but  by  forcibly  an  opinion  of  its  magnitude,  whilst  they  re- 
raising the  land-rents  on  the  principles  and  in  peat  their  warning  of  a  probable  deficiency, 
the  manner  hereafter  to  be  described.    When  and  that  their  **  Financea  bore  an  un&vour- 
iheae  extortions  disappointed,  or  threatened  able  aspect,"  in  the  year  1779,  they  rate  the 
to  disappoint,  expectation,  in  order  to  purvey  investment  still  higher.     But  their  payments 
for  the  avarice  which  raged  in  England,  they  becoming  less  and  less  regular,  and  the  war 
sought  for  expedients  in  breadiea  of  all  the  carrying  away  all  the  supplies,  at  length  Mr. 
agreements,  by  which  they  were  bound  by  Hastings,  in  December,    1780,  denounced 
any  payment  to  the  country  powers,  and  in  sentence  of  approaching  dissolution  to  this 
exciting  disturbances  among  all  the  neigh-  aystem,  and  tells  the  directors  that  "  He  bore 
booring  princes.    Stimulating  their  ambition,  too  high  a  respect  fbr  their  characters  to  treat 
and  fomenting  their  mutual  animosities,  they  them  with  the  management  of  a  preparatory 
soM  to  them  reciprocally  their  common  aerri-  and  gradual  introduction  to  an  unpleasing 
tude  and  ruin.  report.     That  it  is  the  oidy  sybttantial  infbr- 
The  govemoor-general,  Mr.  Hastings,  and  mation  be  shall  have  to  convey  in  that  letter.'* 
the  council,  tell  the  directors , ' »  That  the  su]h  In  confidence,  therefore,  of  their  fortitude,  be 
ply  for  the  investment  has  arisen  from  carnal  tells  them  without  ceremony,  "  That  there 
and  ei^oofdifiaryreioaroes,  which  they  oonU  wiU  be  a  necessity  of  making  a  large  redD»> 
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tioo,  or  possibly  a  md  mspswsisn  of  their  ff«Beml,  in  their  letter  of  the  8th  of  April, 

inrestment ;  that  they  had  already  beea  re-  1788,  after  stating  thet  they  were  disai^uitF- 

duced  to  borrow  near  700,000  poundb.    This  ed  in  their  expectations  (how  grounded  it 

resource  (says  he)    cannot    last ;  it  must  does  not  appear)  "  thought  that  they  ehonld 

eease  at  a  certain  period,  and  tbaX  perhaps  not  be  able  to  spare  a  sum  to  the  board  of  trade" 

hx  dittant."  —tell  the  court  of  directors  "  that  they  had 

He  was  not  mistaken  in  nis  prognoetick.  adopted  a  new  method  of  keeping  up  the  in- 

Loans  now  becoming  the  regular  resource  lor  Testment,  by  private  subscribers  far  ei^y 

retrieving  the  investment,  whoee  ruin  was  lacks  of  rupees,  wfllch  will  find  emgom  fut 

inevitable,  Uie  council  emble  the  board  of  their  sMps  on  the  usua^  terms  of  privilege,  gt 

trade,  in  April,  1781,  to  grant  certificates  for  lAs  ri»k  of  IKb  iniimdwiiM ;  and  is  to  be  re- 

eovemment  bonds  at  eight  per  cent  interest  paid  to  them  aoe&rding  to  (Ae  frodueo  qf  the 

for  about  660,000  pounds.     The  invaetment  oaU»  m  England."    And  they  tell  the  direo- 

iras  fixed  at  900,000  pounds.  tors  that  "  a  copy  of  the  plan  makes  a  num- 

Bttt  now  another  alarming  system  appear^  her  in  their  separate  despatches  over  lawt** 
ed.  These  new  bonds  overloaded  the  mar^  It  is  impossible,  in  reporting  this  rerohi- 
ket :  thoee  which  had  been  formerly  issued  tion  to  the  house,  to  avoid  remarking  with 
were  at  a  discount;  the  board  of  trade  what  fidelity  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  council 
was  obliged  to  advance,  therefore,  a  fourth  have  adhered  to  the  mcxie  of  transmitting 
more  than  usual  to  the  contractors.  This  their  acconnts,  wfaicb  your  eommittee  found 
seemed  te  satisfy  that  description  of  dealers,  it  necessary  to  mark  ami  censure  in  their  first 
But  as  those  who  bon^t  on  agen^  were  report.  Its  pernicious  tendency  is  there  fiiUy 
limited  to  no  terms  of  mutual  advantage,  and  set  fimh.  They  were  peculiarly  called  <» 
the  bonds  (m  the  new  issue  ftUang  firom  three  for  a  aaoet  accurate  state  of  their  affairs,  in 
to  eight,  nine,  and  tea  per  cent,  discount,  the  order  to  explain  the  necessity  of  having  re- 
agents were  unable  to  furnish  at  the  usual  course  to  sudi  a  seheme,  w  well  as  for  a  foil 
prices.  Accordingly,  a  discount  was  settled  and  correct  aeeountof  the  scheme  itself.  B«t 
on  sudi  terms  as  could  be  made ;  the  lowest  they  send  only  the  above  short  minute  by  one 
discount,  and  that  at  two  places  only,  was  at  despatch  over  land,  whilst  the  oopy  of  the  plan 
four  per  cent.,  which,  with  the  interest  on  the  itself,  on  which  the  directors  must  form  their 
bonds,  made  (besides  the  earlier  advance)  at  judgment,  is  sent  separately  in  another  de- 
the  least,  twelve  per  cent,  additional  chu'ge  spatdi  over  land,  which  has  never  anived. 
upon  all  goods.  It  was  evident,  that  as  the  A  third  despatch,  which  also  contained  the 
investment,  instead  of  being  supported  by  the  plan,  was  sent  by  a  sea  conveyance,  and  ar- 
reyenues,  was  sunk  by  the  fall  of  their  credit,  rived  late.  The  directors  have,  for  very  obvi- 
so  the  nett  revenues  were  diminished  by  the  ous  reasons,  ordered  by  a  strict  injunction 
daily  accumulation  of  an  interest  accruing  on  that  they  should  send  dapiieatof  q/*  oil  their 
account  of  the  investment.  What  was  done  despatches  by  eotry  thip.  The  spirit  of  this 
to  alleviate  one  complaint  thus  aggravating  rule  perhaps  ou|^t  to  extend  to  every  mode 
the  other,  and  at  length  prorinc  pernicious  to  of  conveyance.  In  this  case,  so  fiur  fi?om 
both,  this  trade  on  hoods  likewise  came  to  its  sending  a  duplicate,  they  do  not  send  even 
period.  one  perfect  aooouot.    They  announce  a  plan 

Tour  committee  has  reason  to  think  that  by  one  conveyance,  and   they  send  it  by 

Jie  bonds  have  since  that  time  sunk  to  a  dis-  another  conveyaDoe,  with  other  delays  and 

count  much  greater  even  than  what  is  now  other  risks. 

stated.    The  board  of  trade  justly  denomi-  At  length,  at  nearly  four  months  distance, 

nates  their  resource  for  that  year  "  the  sink-  the  plan  has  been  received ;  and  appears  to 

iog  credit  of  a  paper  currency,  labouring,  be  substantially  that  which  had  been  announ- 

from  the  uncommon  scarcity  of  specie,  under  ced,  but  developing  in  the  particulars  many 

disadvantages  scarcely  surmountable.*'  From  new  circumstances  of  the  greatest  importaoce. 

this  they  value  themselves   **  on  having  ef-  By  this  plan  it  appears  that  the  subscription, 

footed  an  otttntihU  provision,  at  least  for  even  in  idea  or  pretence,  is  not  for  the  use  of 

that  investment.*'     For  1788  nothing  ap-  the  company  ;  but  that  the  subscribers  are 

pears  even  ostensible.  united  into  a  sort  of  society  for  the  remitting 

By  this  fiiilure  a  total  revolution  ensued  of  their  private  fortunea :  the  goods,  indeed,  are 

the  moat  extraordinary  natiu<*,  and  to  which  said  to  be  ehipped  on  the  compony^a  aecoimf, 

your  commitUe  wish  to  cal    die  particular  and  they  are  directed  to  be  sold  on  the  same 

attention  of  the  house.    P  r  the  council-  aooount,  and  at  the  usual  periods  of  sale;  but 
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•fter  tbe  payoMBt  of  dntiM^  and  fuch  oUmt  and  UMB«U«aaI  gain  will  Im  the  nnMU  upon 

■llafwaaeet  as  they  cfaooae  to  make,  ia  the  the  regalar  trade." 

11th  article,  they  provide  "  that  the  rwiieim  As   to    the  cnanhinatioa  of  this  mode  of 

der  f^  rte  mUt  akaU  mert  to  tkt  mtUeribtnf  remittance  with  the  company's  inTostaMni, 

and  be  declared  to  he  tk&ir  froptrt^^  and  divide  nothing  can  be  affirmed  c<»iceming  it  ontU 

ed  in  proportion  to  their  respective  shares.'*  some  satisActory  assurance  can  be  heU  out| 

The  ooaapenaation  which  they  aUow  ia  this  that  such  an  investnMnt  can  ever  be  realized, 

plan  to  their  masters  lor  their  brokerafo,  ii,  Mr.  Hastinyi  and  the  fentleraen  of  the  oom^ 

that  if  (after  deducting  all  the  charges  which  cil  have  not  afforded  any  groond  for  such  an 

they  impose)  '*  the  amount  of  the  sales  aknuU  aipectation.    That  the  Indian  trade  may  be- 

Ae  fmmd  to  exceed  two  shillings  and  two  oome  a  permanent  vehicle  of  the  private  fbr* 

pence  for  the  current  rupee  of  the  iavoioeao  tunes  of  the  company^  servants  is  very  probn* 

count,  it  shall  be  taken  1^  the.oompany."  ble ;  that  is,  as  permanent  as  the  means  of 

For  the  management  of  this  concern  in  B«h  icquiring  fortunes  in  India;  but  that  ssms 

fil  they  choose  oonunissionen  by  their  own  J»r^  will  aocrae  to  the  company  is  absolutely 

authority.    By  the  same  authority  they  form  impossible.    The  company  are  to  bear  all  the 

them  into  a  body,  they  put  thsm  under  rulea  charge  outwards,  and  a  very  great  part  of  thai 

and  regulations,  and  they  easpower  them  also  homewards ;  and  their  only  compensation  is 

to  majjie  regulations  of  their  own.    I'hey  re*  the  surplus  oommimion  on  the  sale  of  othev 

mit,  fay  the  like  authori^,  the  dutiee  to  which  peopled  goods.    The  nation  will  undoubted^ 

all  private  trade  is  subject,  and  they  charge  avoid  great  loss  and  detriment,  which  would 

the  whole  ooacera  with  seven  ptr  otiU.  to  bo  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  the  total 


from  the  nett  produce  of  the  sales  in    esssation  of  the  trade  with  Bengal,  and  the 
England,  as  a  recompense  to  the  rnnnaii      ships  returning  without  cargoes.    But  if  this 


for  this  the  commissioners  eontraet    temporary  expedient  riioukl  be  improved  into 
to  hear  all  the  charges  on  the  goods  to  the  time    a  system,  no  occasional  advantages  to  bn 


sf  shilling.  derived  from  it  would  be  sufieient  to  balance 

The  servants  having  formed  this  plan  of  the  miscfaiefii  of  folding  a  great  parliamentary 

trade,  and  a  new  commission  for  ths  ocodnct  corponUion  turned  into  a  vehicle  for  remittinf 

sf  it,  on  their  private  noeouat, — ^it  is  a  matter  to  Kngland  the  private  fortunes  of  thsee  for 

of  consideration  to  know  who  the  oommisioiH  whose  benefit  the  territorial  possessions  hi 

era  are.    They  turn  out  to  be  the  three  senior  India  are,  in  eflbct  and  substance,  under  this 

servants  of  the  oosapany's  board  of  trade,  who  project,  to  be  so^  held, 

choose  to  take  upon  them  to  be  the  foctors  of  By  this  extraordinary  scheme,  the  company 

others,  for  large  emoluments,  whilst  they  re-  is  tc^ly  overturned,  and  all  in  relations  in- 

eetve  salaries  of  two  thousand  pounds,  and  verted.    From  being  a  body  concerned  in 

CftecD  hundred  pounds  a  year  from  the  conk-  trade  on  their  own  account,  and  employing 

pany.    As  the  company  have  no  other  fund  servants  as  foctors,  the  servants  have,  at  one 

than  the  new  investment,  from  whence  they  stroke,  taken  the  whole  trade  into  their  own 

are  to  be  paid  for  the  care  of  their  servants*  hands,  on  their  own  capital  of  eight  hundred 

proper^,  this  commissimi  and  those  salaries  thousand  pounds,  at  their  own  ruk ;  and  the 

beingto  take  place  of  their  brokerage,  they  m  company  are  become  agents  and  factors  to 

effect  render  it  very  difficult,  if  not  impomi-  them,  to  sell  bj  commission  their  goods  for 

ble,  for  them  to  derive  advantage  fitMn  their  their  profit. 

new  ocoQpation.  To -enable  your  committee  to  form  some 

As  to  the  benefit  of  this  pkm :  besides  pr»*  judgment  upon  the  profit,  which  may  accrue 

venting  the  loss,  which  must  happen  fi-om  the  to  the  company  fixnn  its  new  relation  and  en^ 

eompany*s  ships  returning  empty  to  Europe,  plojrment,  they  directed,  that  an  estimate 

and  the  stopping  of  all  trade  between  India  should  be  made  of  the  probable  proceeds  of  an 

and  England,  the  authors  of  it  state,  that  it  investment  conducted  on  the  principles  of  that 

will  "  open  a  HMO  eJbomiW  of  remittance,  and  intended  to  be  realized  for  178S.    By  this 

abolish  the  practice,  by  precluding  the  neces-  estimate^,  which  ii  subjoined,  it  appean  to 
sky  of  remitting  prtwiU  .frntimm  \j  foreign 

heitamM :  and  that  it  may  lead  to  some|Mnm»-  _   .           ^  .v      i                      ^ 

«»#  —--I-  fi.-  *«-.;M.^«i  «r  ^,i^*M.  £^,..^  •  Estimate  of  the  sale,  amoont,  and  nett  mo. 

nent  mode  for  remittance  of  private  fortunes,  ceede  In  England,  of  tbe  cargoes  to  be  sent  (Com 

and  of  combming  it  with  the  regular  provision  Bengal,  sgrMablv  to  ibe  plan  received  hj  letter 

ef  the  company*8  investment.    That  it  will  dated  the  8ch  April,  im.       ff 

yield  seme  profit  to  the  company  without  risk;  This  ealcalatlon  snpposes  ths  M  lack  la.* 
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your  ownmittaai  that  so  &r  from  any  snrphis 
pft>fit  from  this  transaction,  the  Bengal  ad* 
venturers  thomselves,  instead  of  realizing  two 
shillings  and  two  pence  the  rupee  (the  stan- 
dard they  fix  for  their  payment,)  will  not  re- 
ceive the  one  shilling  and  nine  pence  which  is 
its  utmost  value  in  silver  at  the  mint ;  nor 
probably  above  one  shilling  and  five  pence. 
With  this  certain  loss  before  their  eyes,  it  is 
impossible  that  they  can  ever  complete  their 
subscription,  unless,  by  management  among 
themselves,  they  should  be  able  to  procure 
the  goods  for  their  ovm  account  upon  other 
terms' than  those  on  whidi  they  purchased 
them  for  their  masters,  or  unless  they  have 
for  the  supply  of  the  company,  on  their  ha&ds, 
a  quantity  of  goods,  which  they  cannot  other- 
wise dispose  of.  This  latter  case  is  not  very 
improbable,  from  their  proposing  to  send  ten 
sixteenths  of  the  whole  investment  in  silk : 
which,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  the  company 
has  prohibited  to  be  sent  on  their  account,  as 
t  disadvantageous  article.  Nothing,  but  the 
servants  being  overloaded,  can  rationally  ac- 
count for  their  choice  of  so  great  a  fMroportion 
of  so  dubious  a  commodity. 

On  the  state  made  by  two  reports  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  general  court  in  1762,  their  afr 
&ir8  were  even  then  reduced  to  a  low  di>b. 
But  under  the  arrangement  auiounced  by 
Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues,  it  does  not 

vesonents  will  be  equal  lo  the  tonnage  of  five 
ships. 


b.  9.  To  custom 
e.  8.  To  freight 

d.  4.  To  fi  per  cent,  duty 

ou  1. 1,300,000 

e.  6,  To  2  do.  warehouse 

room  do. 
7  do.   commission 
on  I.  604,500 


/.  8.  To  balance 


{.  890,000 
900,000 

65,000 
96,000 
49,815 

I.  663,816 
662,195 

L  1,915,600 


a.  1.  By  sale  amount  of 

piece  eoods  and  \  1, 1,800,000 
raw  silk 

Discount     6^    per 
cent,  allowed   the^        S4,300 
Buyers 


V 


1. 1,915,600 


a.  1.  The  sale  amount  is  computed  on  an  ave- 
rage of  the  sales  of  the  two  last  years'  imports. 

b  9.  The  cusi^  is  computed  on  an  average 


appear,  after  this  period  of  the  servants'' in- 
vestment, from  what  fund  the  proprietors  are 
to  make  any  dividend  at  all.  The  objects  of 
the  sale,  from  whence  the  dividend  is  to  arise, 
are  not  their  goods :  they  stand  accountable 
to  others  for  the  whole  probable  produce. 
The  state  of  the  company's  commerce  will 
therefore  become  an  object  of  serious  conside- 
ration ;  an  affair,  as  your  committee  appr^ 
bends,  of  as  much  difficulty  as  ever  tried  the 
faculties  of  this  house.  For,  on  the  one  hand 
it  is  plain,  that  the  system  of  providing  the 
company's  import  into  Europe,  resting  almost 
wholly  on  an  investment  from  its  territorial 
revenues,  has  fkiled :  during  its  continuance 
it  was  supported  on  principles  &tal  to  the 
prosperity  of  that  country.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  nominal  commerce  of  the  company  is 
suffered  to  be  carried  on  for  the  accoent  of 
the  servants  abroad,  by  investing  the  emolu- 
ments made  in  their  stations,  these  emolu- 
ments are  therefore  inclusively  authorised, 
and  with  them  the  practices  from  which  they 
accrue.  All  parliamentary  attempts  to  reform 
this  system  will  be  contradictory  to  its  insti- 
tution. If,  for  instance,  five  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  annually  be  necessary 
for  this  kind  of  investment,  any  regulation 
which  may  prevent  the  acquisition  of  diat  sum' 
operates  against  the  investment  which  is  the 
end  proposed  by  the  plan. 

of  what  was  paid  on  piece  eoods  and  raw  silks 
of  said  Imports,  adding  addltionaJ  imposts. 

c.  8.  The  ships  going  out  of  this  season  (1799), 
by  wliicii  the  above  investment  is  expected  to  be 
sent  home,  are  taken  op  at  forty-seven  pounds 
five  shillings  per  ton  for  the  homeward  car^  ; 
this  charge  amounts  to  thirty -five  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  each  ship ;  the  addi- 
tional wages  to  the  men,  which  the  company 
pay,  and  a  very  small  chaxge  for  demurrage, 
will  increase  the  freight.  Ice.  to  fony  ihousuia 
pounds  per  ship,  agreeably  to  the  above  esti- 
mate. 

d.  4.  The  doty  of  five  per  cent,  is  charged  by 
the  company  on  the  gross  sale  amount  of  all  ptU 
vate  trade  licensed  to  be  brou'ht  from  India ;  the 
amount  of  this  duty  Is  the  only  benefit  the  com 

Cy  are  likely  to  receive  from  the  subscripUon 
MtmenL 

e.  5.  This  charge  Is  likewise  made  on  privata 
trade  goods,  and  is  little  (if  any  thing)  more  than 
the  real  expense  the  company  are  at  on  account 
of  the  same,  therefore  no  benefit  will  probably 
arise  to  the  company  from  it  on  the  saie  of  the 
said  Investment. 

/.  6.  This  Is  the  sum  which  will  probably  be 
realized  in  England,  and  Is  only  equal  to  one 
shilling  and  five  pence  per  rupee,  on  the  sij^hty 
lacks  subscribed. 
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Ob  Ibis  oew  tcbeaM  (whieh  'u  neiiher  cal*  the  31st  of  DeMmbir  iMtt,  uid  iIm  reoiuD- 

eulatod  for  a  Aitm  Mcuritj  nor  for  a  present  iog  five-eighths  on   the  Slst  of  Deceotber, 

nlieT  to  the  companj)  it  is  not  visibia  in  what  1783." 

maikDar  the  seulenonts  in  India  can  he  at  The  plan  of  April  dirests  the  company  oC 
aU  upheld.  The  geoUeonen  in  employments  all  property  in  Bengal  goods  transported  to 
abroad  call  for  the  whole  produce  of  the  year's  Europe ;  but  in  recompense  they  are  free 
investment  from  Bengal ;  but  for  the  payment  from  all  the  risk  and  expense,  they  are  not 
of  the  oounter-investment  from  Europe,  loaded  with  interest,  and  they  are  not  embar- 
wfaicb  is,  lor  the  (ar  greater  part,  sent  out  br  rassed  with  bills.  The  plan  of  May  rein* 
the  ittpport  of  their  power,  no  provision  at  states  them  in  their  old  relation,  but  in  return, 
all  is  made :  they  have  not,  it  seems,  agreed  their  revenues  in  Bengal  are  charged  with  an 
that  it  shoold  be  charged  to  their  account  or  interest  of  eight  per  cent  on  the  sum  sub- 
Ihat  sny  deductioo  should  be  made  far  it  from  scribed,  until  bills  shall  be  drawn.  They  are 
tfke  produce  of  their  sales  in  Lesdenhatt-street.  made  proprieton  of  cargoes  purchased  under 
How  far  such  a  sdieme  is  preferable  to  the  to-  the  disadvantage  of  that  interest  at  their  own 
lal  suspension  of  trade,  your  committee  can-  hazard.  They  are  subjected  to  ail  losses, 
not  positively  determine.  In  all  likelihood,  and  they  are  involved  in  Europe  for  payments 
extraordinary  expedients  were  necessary ;  but  of  bills  to  the  amount  of  eighty  lades  of  ra- 
the causes  which  induced  this  necessity  ought  pees,  at  two  shillings  the  rupee,  that  is,  in 
lo  be  more  fully  inquired  into,  for  the  last  step  bills  for  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster- 
ia  a  series  of  conduct  may  be  justifiable  upon  ling.  It  is  probably  on  account  of  the  pro- 
principles  that  suppose  groat  blame  in  those  yioos  interests  of  eight  per  cent,  that  the  va* 
which  preceded  it.  lue  of  the  rupee  on  this  scheme  is  reduced. 

After  your  committee  had  made  the  fore-  Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues  announce  to 

ffmg  observations  upon  the    plan  of   Mr.  Lord  Macartney  no  other  than  the  foregoing 

Hastings  and  his  colleagues  transmitted  to  alteration  in  their  plan, 

the  court  of  directors,  an  extract  of  the  Ma-  It  is  discouraging  to  attempt  any  sort  of  ob- 

dras  consultations  was  a  few  days  ago  laid  be-  scrvation  on  plans  thus  shifting  their  principle^ 

ibre  us.    This  extract  contains  a  letter  (rom  whilst   their   merits  are  under  exaraihation. 

the  govercour-geueral  and  council  of  Bengal  The  judgment  formed  on  the  scheme  of  April 

to  the  presidency  of  fort  St.  Qeorge,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  project  of  Mbj, 

affords  a  very  striking,  though  to  your  com-  Your  committee  has  not  suppressed  any  part 

mitlae,  by  no  means  an  unexpected  picture  of  the  reflections  which  occurred  to  them  on 

of  th9  iostabiiity  of  their  opinions  and  con-  the  former  of  these  plans;  first,  because  the 

duct.    On  the  8th  of  April  the  servants  had  company  knovrs  of  no  other  by  any  regular 

regalarly  formed  and  digested  the  above-men-  transmissions ;  secondly,  because  it  is  by  no 

tioned  plan,  which  was  to  form  the  basis  for  means  certain,  that,  before  the  expiration  of 

the  bvesimeot  of  their  own  fortunes,  and  to  June  the  govemour-general  and  council  may 

furnish  the  sole  means  of  the  commercial  ex-  not  revert  to  the  plan  of  April.    They  speak 

istence  of  their  mastere.     Before  the  10th  of  that  plan  as  likely  to  be  (or  make  a  part 

of  the  following  May,  which  is  the  date  of  of  one  tliat  shall  be)  permanent.    Many  rea- 

their  letter  to  Madras,  they  informed  Lord  sons  are  alleged  by  its  anthore  in  its  favour, 

Macartney  that  they  had  fundamentally  alter-  grounded  on  the  state  of  their  affairs ;  none 

ed  the  whole  sebeoie.    "  Instead  (say  they)  whatever  are  assigned  for  the  alteration.    It 

cf  albwing  the  subscribers  to  retain  an  into-  is,  indeed,  morally  certam,  that  persons  who 

rest  in  tlie  goods,  they  are  to  be  provided  eiH  had  money  to  remit  must  have  nuule  the  same 

tirely  on  account  of  tbo  company,  and  trans-  calculation,  which  has  been  made  by  the  di- 

p..rted  at  their  ride ;  and  the  subscribers,  in-  rectioos  of  your  committee,  and   the  result 

Mead  of  receiving  certificates  payable  out  cf  must  have  been  equally  clear  to  them ;  which 

tiw  produce  <^  tbe  sales  in  Europe,  are  to  be  is,  that  instead  of  realizing  two  shillings  and 

granted  receipts  on  the  payment  of  their  ad-  two  pence  the  rupee  on  their  subscription,  as 

vances,  bearing  an  interest  of  eight  per  cent  they  proposed,  they  oould  never  hope  to  see 

per  annum,  until  exchanged  for  draughts  on  more  thain  one  shilUng  and  nine  pence.    This 

the  court  of  directors,  payable  three  hundred  calculation  probably  diook  the  main  pillar  of 

and  sixty-five  dayb  afW  sight,  at  the  rate  the  project  of  April.    Buton  the  other  hand, 

of  two  shillings    per  current  rupee,    which  as  the  subscibers  to  the  second  scheme  can 

draughts  shall  bo  granted  in  the  proper  time  have  no  certain  assurance  thai  the  company 

•T  three-eighths  of  the  amount  subscribed  on  will  accept  bills  so  far  exoe<^ing  their  aUow- 
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■nee  in  this  partioulari  the  iMCMsitf  of  r»*  nafeinent  of  their  aAura  oa  the  groudiMrfi 

nltting  their  fortunes  may  beat  them  back  to  of  i^  6rat  icbeme,  which  waa  officially  and 

their  old  ground.     The  Ihuiiah  company  was  aitthentically  conveyed  to  them.    The  fund^ 

the  only  means  of  remitling  which  remained,  mental  alteration  of  that  plan  in  India  might 

Attempts  have  been  made  with  success,  to  require  another  of  a  very  diflforent  kind  in 

revive  a  Portuguese  trade  for  that  purpose.  England ;  which  the  arrangements  taken  in 

It  is  by  no  means  clear,  whether  Mr.  Hastings  consequence  of  the  first  might  make  it  diffi- 

and  his  colleagues  will  adhere  to  either  of  the  cult,  if  not  impossible,  to  execute.     What 

foregoing  plans ;  or^  indeed,  whether  any  in-  must  add  to  the  confusion  is,  that  the  aUer»- 

vestment  at  all  to  that  amount  can  be  realized ;  tion  has  not  the  regular  and  official  autbori^ 

because  nothing  but  the  convenience  of  re-  of  the  original  plui,  and  may  be  presumed 

mitting  the  gains  of  British  subjects  to  Lo»>  to  indicate  with  certain^  nothing  more  than 

don  can  support  any  of  these  projects.  that  the  business  is  agom  afloat,  and  thai  no 

The  situation  of  the  company  under  tliis  sdieme  is  finally  determined  on.    Thus  the 

perpetual  variati<»  in  the  system  of  their  in-  company  is  left  without  any  fixed  data  upon 

vestment  is  truly  perplexing.    The  manner  which  they  can  make  a  rational  dispoaition  of 

in  which  they  arrive  at  any  knowledge  of  it,  their  afiain. 

in  no  less  so.  The  letter  to  Lord  Macartney,  The  fact  is,  that  the  principles  and  cbcooo- 
by  which  the  variation  is  discovered,  was  not  my  oftht  company's  trade  have  been  so  corn- 
intended  for  transmission  to  the  directors,  pletely  corrupted  b]r  turning  it  into  a  vehicle  for 
It  was  merely  for  the  informati<m  of  those  tribute,  that  whenever  circumstances  require 
who  were  admitted  to  a  share  of  the  subscrip-  it  to  be  replaced  again  upon  a  bottom  tnily 
tion  at  Madras.  When  Mr.  Hastings  sent  commercial,  hardly  anything  but  confusion 
this  information  to  those  subscribers,  he  might  and  disasters  can  be  expected  as  the  first  r»- 
well  enough  have  presumed  an  event  to  h^  suits.  Even  before  the  acquisition  of  the  tmr» 
pen,  which  did  happen ;  that  is,  that  a  vessel  ritorial  revenues,  the  system  of  the  oompa- 
might  be  despatched  from  Madras  to  Europe ;  ny's  commerce  was  not  formed  upon  princi- 
and,  indeed,  by  that  and  by  every  devisable  pies  the  most  fiivourable  to  its  prosperity ;  for 
means,  he  ought  not  only  to  have  apprised  whilst  on  the  one  hand,  that  body  received 
the  directors  of  this  most  material  change  in  encouragement  by  royal  and  parliamentary 
the  plan  of  the  investment,  but  to  have  enter-  charters,  was  invested  with  several  ample  pri- 
ed flilly  into  the  grounds  and  reascMW  of  his  vileges,  and  even  with  a  delegation  of  the  most 
making  it.  essential  prerogatives  of  the  crown;  on  the 

It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  the  ships  other,  its  commerce  waa  watched  witfi  an  in- 

which  brought  to  England  the  plan  of  the  6th  vidious  jealousy,  as  a  species  of  deal  ing  dan- 

of  April,  did  not  sail  fVom  Bengal  until  the  gerous  to  the  national   interests.     In  that 

1st  of  May.    If  the  change  had  been  in  con-  light,  with  regard  to  the  company's  imports, 

templation  for  any  time  before  the  13th  of  A-  there  was  a  total  prohibition  from  domestick 

pril,  two  days  would  have  sufficed  to  send  an  use  of  the  most  considerable  articles  of  their 

account  of  it,  and  it  might  have  arrived  along  trade ;  that  is,  of  all  silk  stuffs,  and  stained 

with  the  plan  which  it  affected.     If,  therefore,  and  painted  cottons.     The  British  markeC 

such  a  change  was  in  agitation  before  the  sail-  was    in    a    great   measure    interdicted   to 

ing  of  the  ships,  and  yet  was  concealed  when  the  British  trader.     Whatever  advantages 

it  might  have  been  communicated,  the  c<M)ceal-  might  arise   to  the   general    trading    iute- 

ment  is  censurable.    It  is  not  improbable  that  rests  of  the  kingdom  by  this  restraint,  iu 

some  change  of  the  kind  was  made  or  meditated  East-India  interest  was  undoubtedly  injured 

before  the  sailing  of  the  ships  for  Europe ;  for  by  it.    The  company  is,  also,  and  has  been 

it  is  hardly  to  be  imagined,  that  reasons  wholly  from  a  very  early  period,  obliged  to  fur- 

unlooked  for  should  appear  for  setting  aside  nish  the  ordnance  with  a  quantity  of  salt* 

a  plan,  concerning  the  success  of  whidi,  the  petre  at  a  certain  price,  without  any  reference 

council-general  seemed  so  very  confident ;  to  the  standard  of  the  markets,  either  of  pur- 

that  a  new  one  should  be  proposed;  that  its  diase  or  of  sale.   With  regard  to  their  export, 

merits  should  be  discussed  among  the  mo-  they  were  put  also  under  difficulties  upon  very 

neyed  men ;   that   it  should  be  adopted  in  mistaken  notions ;  for  they  were  obliged  to 

council,  and  officially  ready  for  transmission  export  annually  a  certain  proportion  of  Bri- 

to  Madras  in  twelve  or  thirteen  days.    In  tish  manufactures,  even  though  they  should 

this  perplexity  qf  plan  and  of  transmission,  find  for  them  in  India  none,  or  but  an  unpro- 

the  court  of  directors  may  have  made  an  ar-  fitable  want.    This  compulsory  export  might 
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op«ite,  tad  in  mmm  iiMtinw  Imb  operated,  the  capital,  aad  to  aflM  a  reaaonible  (fin- 

ia  a  naaner  more  grierowi  tfaui  a  tax  to  the  dend.    AbmI  jour  committee  find  that  to  the 

amount  of  the  loes  in  trade.    FortlM  pay-  firat  km  jean  the  inyestment  fit>m  Bengal 

meDt  of  a  tax  if  in  general  dirided  in  oneqnal  amounted  to  4,176,625/. ;  upon  t,260,277i. 

portione  between  the  Tender  and  ronwmier,  there  was  gain  of  I86^77i.  and  upon  1,916,- 

the  laigest  part  fiOling  upon  the  latter,    la  2481.  a  loes  of  706,5661. ;  so  that  the  ezcees 

the  esse  befibre  as,  the  tax  may  be  as  a  deed  ofloss  aboTegain,  upon  the  whole  of  the  fore* 

charge  on  the  trading  capita)  of  the  company,  going  capital,  was  in  the  four  yean  no  lets 

TbB  spirit  of  all  these  regulations  naturally  than  519,229/. 
tended  to  weaken,  in  the  very  original  oonstiu»-  If  the  trade  were  confined  to  Bengal,  and 
tion  of  the  oompnny,  the  main  spring  of  the  the  company  were  to  trade  on  thoee  terms  up- 
conmiercial  iwyhine,  the  jvwidjp/cs  ^pr^  on  a  capital  borrowed  at  eight  per  cent.  In- 
ead  Joss.  And  the  nuacfaief  arising  from  an  in-  dmn  interest,  their  rerenuee  in  that  proTineo 
attention  to  those  principles  bis  constantly  in^  would  be  soon  so  overpowved  with  debt,  that 
creased  with  the  increase  of  its  power.  For  thoee  revenues,  instead  of  supporting  the  trade 
when  the  company  had  acquired  the  rights  would  be  totally  destoyed  hy  it.  If,  on  the 
of  sovereignity  in  India,  it  was  not  to  be  es-  other  hand,  the  company  traded  upon  bills, 
pected  that  the  attention  U>  profit  and  loss  with  every  iidvantage,  far  from  being  in  a  cm- 
woQldhavB  increased.  The  idea  of  remit-  dition  to  divide  the  sniallest  per-centage,  their 
ting  tribute  in  goods  naturally  produced  an  bankruptcy  here  would  be  inevitable, 
iadifierenoe  to  their  price  and  quality ;  the  Your  committee  then  turned  to  the  trade  of 
goods  thnmewhes  appearing  tittle  else  than  a  the  other  ftctories  and  presidencies,  and  they 
sort  of  package  to  the  tribute.  Merchandise,  constantly  found,  that  as  the  power  and  do- 
taken  as  tribute,  or  bought  in  lieu  of  it,  can  minion  of  the  company  was  less,  their  profit 
never  kmgbe  of  akind, or  of  a  price  fitted  to  on  the  goods  was  greater.  The  investments 
a  market  which  stands  solely  on  its  commer-  of  Madras,  Bombay,  and  Bencoolen,  have  in 
cial  reputation.  The  indifference  of  the  mer*  the  foregoing  ftwr  yean,  upon  a  capital  of 
cantile  sovereign  to  his  trading  advantages  l,161,176/.hadagainupon  the  whole  of  S29,- 
aatarally  relaxed  the  diligence  of  his  subor-  622/.  The  greatest  of  all  is  that  of  Bencool- 
dinaie  fretor^magistretes,  through  all  their  en,  whidi,  on  a  capital  of  76,571/.  produced 
gratbtioos,  and  in  all  thsir  functions ;  it  gave  a  profit  of  107,760/.  This  however  is  but  a 
rise,  ai  least  so  far  as  the  principal  was  oon-  small  branch  of  th^  company's  trade.  The 
esraed,tomochneglectof  price  and  of  good-  trade  to  China,  on  a  capital  of  1,717,46S/. 
nesB  in  their  purchases.  If  ever  they  showed  produced  an  excess  of  gain,  amounting  to  874,- 
any  extraordinafy  degrees  of  accuracy  and  se-  096/.  which  is  about  AHy  per  cent.  But  sudi 
lection,  it  would  naturally  be  in  fhvour  of  that  was  the  evil  influence  of  the  Bengal  invest- 
interest  to  which  they  could  not  be  indiffer-  ment,  that  not  only  the  profits  of  the  Chinese 
cnt.  The  company  mi^t  suffer  above,  the  trade,  but  of  all  the  lucrative  branches  taken 
natives  might  suffer  below ;  the  intermediate  togetiier,  were  so  sunk  and  ingulfed  in  it, 
oarty  must  prt^  to  the  prejudice  of  both.  that  the  whole  profit  on  a  capital  of  7,045,- 

Toor  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  164/.  readied  to  no  more  than  684,489/. ;  that 

eompany  is  now  arrived  at  that  point  when  the  is,  to  189,607/.  leas  than  the  profit  on  the 

investment,  firom  surplus  revenue,  or  from  the  Chinese  trade  alone ;  less  than  the  total  profits 

spoil  of  war  cessing,  it  is  become  much  more  on  the  gainful  trades  taken  together,  520,727/. 

necessary  to  fix  its  commerce  upon  a  com-  It  is  very  remarkable  that  in  the  year  1778, 

merdal  basis.    And  this  opinion  led  your  when  the  Bengal  investment  stood  at  the 

oonunittee  to  a  detailed  renew  of  all  the  ar-  highest,  that  is,  so  high  as  1,223,816/.  thoush 

tides  of  the  Indian  traflSck  upon  which  the  the  Chbiese  trade  produced  an  excess  of  gun 

profit  and  loes  was  steady ;  and  we  have  dio-  in  that  year  of  200,248/.  and  that  no  loss  of 

sen  a  poiod  of  fbur  yean,  during  the  oontin-  moment  could  be  aidded  to  that  of  Bengal 

nance  of  the  revenue  investment,  and  prior  (except  about  45,000/.  on  the  Bombay  trade) 

to  any  borrowing,  or  any  extraordinary  draw*  the  whole  profit  of  a  capital  of  2,0)40,787/. 

ing  of  bills,  in  order  to  find  out  how  far  the  amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  9,480/. 

trade,  under  circomstancta  when  it  wUl  be  The  circumstances  of  the  time  have  render^ 

aeeeesary  to  carry  it  on  by  borrowing,  or  by  ed  it  necessary  to  call  up  a  vigorous  attention 

bills,  or  by  exportation  of  bullion,  can  be  to  this  state  of  the  trade  of  &e  company  be« 

aostained  in  the  former  oourae,  so  as  to  secure  tweoi  Europe  and  India. 
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iJiTBMiAi.  TBADB  ov  BBN«Ai..  V**K^*  servADtB  obUined  a  mighty  Mcandtiit 

over  (he  native  princes  of  Bengal,  who  owed 

The  internal  trade  of  Bengal  has  next  at-  their  elevation  to  the  British  arms.    The 

traded  the  inquiries  ofyour  committee.  omipany,  which  was  new  to  that  kind  of 

The  great  and  valuahle  articles  of  the  com-  power,  and  not  yet  thoroughly  apprized  of  its 
pany's  investment,  drawn  fix»m  the  articles  of  real  character  and  situation,  considered  itself 
xiitemal  trade,  are  raw  silk,  and  various  de->  still  aa  a  trader  in  the  territories  of  a  foreign 
Bcriptioiis  of  piece  goods  made  of  silk  and  potentate,  in  the  prosperity  of  whose  country 
cotton.  These  articles  are  not  under  any  it  had  neither  interest  nor  duty.  The  per- 
formal  monopoly  :  nor  does  the  company  at  vants,  with  the  same  ideas,  followed  their  fbr> 
present  exercise  a  declared  right  of  pre-  tune  in  the  channels  in  which  it  had  hitherto 
emption  with  regard  to  them.  But  it  does  ran,  only  enlarging  them  with  the  enUrgement 
not  appear  that  Uie  trade  in  these  particulars  of  their  power.  For  their  6rst  ideas  of  profit 
is  or  can  he  perfectly  free ;  not  so  much  on  were  not  official ;  nor  were  their  oppressions 
account  of  any  direct  measures  taken  to  pre-  those  of  ordinary  despotism.  The  first  in- 
vent it,  as  from  the  circumstances  of  the  struments  of  their  power  were  formed  out  of 
country,  and  the  manner  of  carrying  on  bnsi-  evasions  of  their  antient  8id)jection.  Tho 
ness  there.  For  the  preamit  trade,  even  in  passport  of  the  company  in  the  hands  of  its 
these  articles,  is  built  from  the  ruins  of  old  servants  was  no  longer  under  any  restraint  { 
monopolies  and  pre-emptions,  and  necessarily  and  in  a  very  short  time  their  immunity  bo- 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  its  materials.  gan  to  cover  all  the  merchandise  of  the  cood- 

In  order  to  show  in  what  manner  manu&o  try.    Cossim  Ali  Kh/bi,  the  second  of  the 

tures  and  trade  fo  constituted  contribute  to  nabobs,  whom  they  had  set  up,  was  but-ill  dis*  • 

the  prosperity  of  the  natives,  your  committee  posed  to  the  instruments  of  his  greatness, 

conceives  it  proper  to  take,  in  this  place,  a  He  bore  the  jcke  of  this  imperious  commerce 

short  general  view  of  the  progress  of  the  with  the  utmost  impatience :  he  saw  his  sub- 

Engliui  policy  with  relation  to  the  commerco  jocts  excluded  as  aliens  firom  their  own  trade, 

of  Bengal,  and  the  several  stages  and  grada^  and  the  revenues  of  the  prince  overwhelmed  in 

tions  by  which  it  has  been  brought  into  its  the  ruin  of  the  commerce  of  his  dominions, 

actual  state.    The  modes  of  abuse,  and  the  Finding  his  reiterated  remonstrances  on  the 

means  by  which  commerce  has  suffered,  will  extent  and  abuse  of  the  passport  ineflbctual, 

be  considered  in  greater  detail  wider  the  die-  he  had  recourse  lo  an  unexpected  expedient, 

tinct  heads  of  those  objects  which  have  chiefly  which  was  to  declare  his  resolution  at  onoe  to 

suffered  by  them.  annul  all  the  duties  on  trade,  setting  it  equal* 

During  tho  time  of  the  Mogul  government,  ly  firee  to  subjects  and  to  foreigners, 
the  princes  of  that  race,  who  omitted  nothing  Never  was  a  method  of  defeating  the  op- 
for  the  encouragement  of  commerce  in  their  pressions  of  monopoly  more  forcible,  more 
dominions,  bestowed  very  largo  privileges  simple,  or  more  equitable:  no  sort  of  plausible 
and  immunities  on  the  English  East-India  objection  could  be  made ;  and  it  was  in  vain 
company,  exempting  them  from  several  duties,  to  think  of  evading  it.  It  was  therefore  met 
to  which  their  natural-bom  subjects  were  with  the  confidence  of  avowed  and detemrined 
liable.  The  company's  dustuck,  or  passport,  injustice.  The  presidency  of  Calcutta  open- 
secured  to  them  this  exemption  at  all  the  cos-  ly  denied  to  the  prince  the  power  <^  protect- 
tom-houses  and  toll-bara  of  the  country.  The  ing  the  trade  of  his  subjects,  by  the  remission 
company  not  being  able,  or  not  choosing  to  of  his  own  duties.  It  was  evident  that  his 
make  use  of  their  privilege  to  the  full  extent  authority  drew  to  its  period  ;  many  reasons 
to  which  it  might  be  carried,  indulged  their  and  motives  concurred,  and  his  &11  was  has- 
servants  with  a  qualified  use  of  their  passport,  toned  by  the  odium  of  the  oppressions  which 
under  which,  and  in  the  name  of  tho  company,  ho  exercised  voluntarily,  as  well  as  of  those 
they  carried  on  a  private  trade,  cither  by  them-  to  whish  he  was  obliged  to  submit. 
selves,  or  in  society  with  natives ;  and  thus  When  this  example  was  made,  Jaffier  Ali 
found  a  compensation  for  the  scanty  allow-  Kh&n,  who  had  been  dq>osed  to  make  room 
ances  made  to  them  by  their  masters  in  Eng-  for  the  last  actor,  was  brought  from  penury 
land.  As  the  country  government  was  at  that  and  exile  to  a  station,  the  terms  of  which  he 
time  in  the  fulness  of  its  strength,  and  that  could  not  misunderstand.  During  his  life, 
this  immuni^  existed  by  a  double  connivance,  and  in  the  time  of  his  children,  who  succeeded 
it  was  naturally  kept  within  tolerable  limits,  to  him,  parts  of  the  territorial  revenue  were 

But  by  tho  revolution  in  1757,  the  cooti-  assigned  to  the  company ;  and  tho  whole,  un- 
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der  the  Mune  of  tiw  reiideiiej  at  the  nabob*!  thaircoiioaniam  India,  aad  to  lay  the  ibunda* 
ooQit,  was  brought,  direolly  or  indirectly,  un-  tiom  of  a  syatem  of  restraint  on  the  ezorbi« 
der  the  controut  of  British  subjects.  The  taneies  of  their  serrants.  Accordingly,  so 
comfMLoy's  servants,  armed  with  anthorities  early  as  the  year  1766,  they  confine  them  to  a 
delegatod  from  the  nominal  goyemment,  or  trade  only  in  articles  of  export  and  import ; 
attended  with  what  was  a  stronger  guard,  the  and  strictly  prohibit  them  from  all  dealing  in 
fame  of  their  own  power,  appeared  as  magis-  objects  of  internal  consomption.  About  the 
trates  in  the  markets,  in  which  they  dealt  as  the  same  time,  the  presidency  of  Calcutta 
traders.  It  was  impossible  for  the  natires  in  feond  it  necessary  to  pot  a  restraint  opon 
general  to  distinguish,  in  the  proceedings  of  themselves,  or  at  least  to  make  a  show  of  a 
the  same  persons,  what  was  transacted  (m  the  di^Mwition  (with  which  the  directors  appear 
company's  account,  from  what  was  done  on  much  satisfied)  to  keep  their  own  enwmous 
their  own  ;  and  it  will  ever  be  so  difficult  to  power  within  bounds, 
draw  this  line  of  distinction,  that,  as  long  as  But,  whatever  might  have  been  the  inten- 
the  company  does,  directly  or  indirectly,  aim  tions,  either  of  the  directori  or  the  presidency, 
at  any  advantage  to  itielf  in  the  purchase  of  both  found  themselves  unequal  to  the  ezecu- 
any  oommodi^  whatever,  so  long  will  it  be  tion  of  a  plan,  which  went  to  deAat  the  pro- 
impracticable  to  prevent  the  servants  availing  jects  of  ahnost  all  the  English  in  India ;  poe- 
themselves  of  the  same  privileges.  sibly  comprehending  some  who  were  makers 
The  servants,  therefore,  for  tlmnselves,  or  of  the  regulations.  For  as  the  complaint  of 
for  their  employers,  monopolized  every  article  the  country,  or  as  their  own  interest  predomi- 
of  trade,  foreign  and  domestick ;  not  only  nated  with  the  presidency,  they  were  always 
the  raw  merdnntable  commodities,  but  the  shifting  from  one  course  to  the  ether ;  so  that 
mann&ctnres ;  and  not  only  these,  but  the  it  becune  as  impossible  for  the  natives  to 
necessaries  of  lift,  or  what,  in  these  countries,  know  upon  what  principle  to  ground  any 
habit  has  confounded  with  them ;  not  only  oonunercial  speculation,  from  the  unoeftainty 
silk,  cotton,  piece  goods,  opium,  salt-petre,  of  the  law,  under  which  they  acted,  as  it  was 
but  not  unfrequently  salt,  tobacco,  betel  nut,  when  they  were  oppressed  by  power,  without 
and  the  grain  of  most  ordinary  consumption,  any  colour  of  law  at  all ;  for  the  directors,  in 
In  the  name  of  the  country  government  they  a  fewmonths  after  they  htA  given  these  tokens 
laid  oo  or  took  off,  and  at  their  pleasure  of  approbation  to  the  above  reguhttions  in 
beigfataned  or  lowered,  all  duties  upon  goods :  fiivour  of  the  country  trade,  tell  the  presi- 
Ihe  whole  trwle  of  the  oenntry  was  eithsr  d^  dency,  "  It  is  with  concern  we  see,  in  every 
siroyed  or  in  shackles.  The  acquisition  of  page  of  your  consultations,  resCriefions,  KmU 
the  Duann^t  in  1765,  bringing  the  English  tatume^  prokUtitumtf  q^tethtg  variom  artitUe 
into  the  immediate  government  of  the  country,  ef  trade/* 

m  its  moot  essential  branches,  extended  and  On  their  side,  the  presidency  freely  conft« 

confirmed  all  the  former  means  of  monopoly,  that  these  monopolies  of  inland  trade  *<  were 

.   In  the  progress  of  these  ruinous  measures,  the  foundation  of  all  the  bloodsheds,  massa- 

through  all  their  detaib,  innumerable  griev-  cres,  and  conAisions,  which  have  happened  of 

anom  were  suffered  by  the  native  inhabitants,  late  in  Bengal." 

which  were  represented  in  the  strongest,  that  Pressed  in  this  urgent  manner,  the  directors 

is,  their  true  colours,  in  England.    Whilst  came  more  specifically  to  the  grievance,  and 

the  6r  greater  part  of  the  British  in  India  at  once  annul  all  the  passports  with  which 

were  in  eager  pursuit  of  the  forced  and  exorw  their  servants  traded  without  duties,  holding 

bitant  gains  of  a  trade  carried  on  by  power,  out  means  of  compensation,  of  which  it  does 

contests  naturally  arose  among  the  coropeti-  not  appear  that  any  advantage  was  taken,    in 

tors ;  thoee,  who  were  overpowered  by  their  order  that  the  duties  which  existed,  should  no 

rivals,  bf^ran'*^  loud  in  their  complaints  to  the  longer  continue  to  burthen  the  trade  either  of 

court  of  directors,  and  were  very  capable,  the  servants  or  natives,  they  ordered  that  a 

from  experience,  of  pointing  out  every  mode  number  ofoppreesive  toll-bars  should  be  taken 

of  abuse.  s^*>V»  "^  ^  ^ole  number  reduced  to  nine 

The  court  of  directors,  on  their  part,  began,  of  the  most  considerable, 

though  very  slowly,  to  perceive,  that  the  When  Lord  C^^^  was  sent  to  Bengal  to 

oooptry,  wbicfa  was  ravaged  by  this  sort  of  effect  a  reformation  of  the  many  abuses  whidi 

eommeioe,  was  their  own.    Thoie  complaints  prevailed  there,  he  considered  monopoly  to  be 

obliged  the  directors  to  a  strict  examination  so  inveterate  and  deeply  rooted,  and  the  just 

into  the  real  sources  of  the  mismanagement  of  rewards  of  the  company's  servants  to  be  so 
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OMBplicAtod  with  thtt  injuttioe  to  tiio  ooon-  tnding  capital  employed  against  tbemselvea 
try,  that  the  latter  eould  not  eaeily  be  ramoT-  and  against  the  natives,  and  struggling  in  vain 
ed  without  taking  away  the  former.  He  against  abuses,  which  were  inseparably  con- 
adopted,  therefore,  a  plan  for  dueling  in  oer»  nected  with  the  system  of  their  own  preference 
tain  articles,  which,  as  he  cooceiYed,  rather  in  trade,  in  the  year  177S  they  came  to  the 
ought  to  be  called  "  a  regulated  and  restrict-  manly  resolution  of  setting  an  example  to 
ed  trade"  than  a  formal  monopoly.  By  this  their  servants,  and  gave  up  all  use  of  power 
plan  he  intended  thai  the  profits  should  be  die-  and  influ«ice  in  the  two  grand  articles  of  their 
triboted  in  an  orderly  and  propMtioned  man-  investment,  silk  and  piece  goods.  They  di- 
ner for  the  reward  of  services,  and  not  seised  reeled  that  the  articles  should  be  bought  at  an 
by  each  incttvidual  according  to  the  measure  equal  and  publick  market  from  tl^  native 
of  his  boldness,  dexterity,  or  influence.  merchants :  and  this  order  they  directed  to 

But  thii  scheme  of  monopoly  did  not  sub-  be  published  in  all  the  principal  marts  of 

sist  long,  at  least  in  that  mode,  and  for  those  Bengal. 

purposes:  three  of  the  grand  monopolies,  Your  committee  are  clearly  of  opinion, 
these  of  opium,  salt,  and  siJt-petre,  weresoo*  that  no  better  method  of  purdiaae  could  be 
esssively  by  the  company  taken  into  their  own  adopted.  But  it  soon  appeared,  that  in  deep- 
hands.  The  produce  of  the  sale  of  the  two  rooted  and  inveterate  abuses  tbo  wisest  prin- 
foniier  articles  was  applied  to  the  purchase  of  ciples  of  reform  may  be  made  to  <^>erate  so 
goods  for  their  investment ;  the  latter  waa  destructively,  as  wholly  to  discredit  the  de- 
stported  in  kind  for  their  sales  in  Europe,  aign,  and  to  dishearten  all  persons  firom  the 
The  senior  servants  had  a  certain  share  of  prosecution  of  it.  The  presidency,  who  seem- 
•molument  allotted  to  them  from  a  oommis-  ed  to  yield  with  the  utmost  reluctance  to  the 
aiott  on  the  revenues.  The  junior  servants  execution  of  these  orders,  soon  made  the  di- 
were  rigorously  confined  to  salaries,  on  which  rectors  feel  their  evil  influence  upon  their 
they  were  unable  to  subsist  according  to  their  own  investment.  For  they  found  the  silk  and 
rank.  They  were  strictly  ordsred  to  abstain  cotton  cloths  rose  twenty-five  per  cent,  above 
from  all  dealing  in  objects  of  internal  com-  their  former  price,  and  a  further  rise  of  forty 
meroe.  Those  of  export  and  import  were  per  cent,  was  announced  to  them, 
left  open  to  young  men  without  mercantile 

experience,  and  wholly  unprovided  with  mef^  -— — . 
cantile  capitals;  but  abundantly  fiimiahed 

with  large  trusts  of  the  publick  money,  and  siLX« 
with  all  the  powers  of  an  absolute  govern* 

mont.    In  this  situation,  a  religious  absti-  What  happened  with  regard  to  raw  silk 

nence  from  all  illicit  gain  was  prescribed  to  la  still  more  remarkable,  and  tends  still  more 

men  at  nine  thoiissnd  males  disranre  from  the  clearly  to  illustrate  the  effects  of  commercial 

seat  of  the  supreme  authority.  servitude  during  its  unchecked  existence,  and 

Your  committee  is  far  from  meaning  to  the  consequences  which  may  be  made  to  arise 

justify,  or  even  to  excuse  the  oppressions  and  from  its  sudden  reformation.    On  laying  open 

cruelties  used  by  many,   in  supplying  the  thetrade,  the  article  of  raw  silk  was  instantly 

deficiencies  of  their  regular  allowances  by  all  enhanced  to  the  company  full  eighty  pa-  cent, 

d^anner  of  extortion.    But  many  smaller  ir-  The  contract  for  that  commodity,  wound  ofT 

regularities  may  admit  some  alleviation  from  in  the  Bengal  method,  which  used  to  sell  for 

thence.    Nor  does  your  committee  mean  to  less  than  six  rupees,  or  thirteen  shillings  for 

express  any  desire  of  reverting  to  the  mode  two  pounds  weight,  arose  to  nine  lupees,  or 

(contrived  in  India,  but  ccmdemned  by  the  near  twenty  shillings,  and  the  filature  silk 

Erectors)  of  rewarding  the  servants  of  an  was  very  soon  afler  contracted  for  at  fourteen, 

higher  class  by  a  regulated  monopoly.    Theb  The  presidency  accounted  for  this  rise,  by 

object  is  to  point  out  the  deficiencies  in  the  observing,  that  the  price  had  before  been  orbt- 

system,  by  which  restrictions  were  laid  that  trary,  and  that  the  persons  who  purveyed  for 

oould  have  little  or  no  effect,  whilst  want  and  the  company,  paid  no  more  than  <<  wb&t  was 

power  were  suffered  to  be  united.  judged  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the 

But  the  proceedings  of  the  directors  at  that  first  providers."    This  fact  explains,  more 

time,  though  not  altogether  judicious,  were  in  fiiHy  than  the  most  laboured  description  earn 

many  respects  honourable  to  them,  and  fk-  do,  the  dreadful  effects  of  the  monopoly  on  the 

Tourable,  in  the  intention  at  least,  to  the  cultivators.    They  had  the  su^eieney  of  thsir 

oooBtty  they  governed.     For  finding  their  maintenance  measured  out  by  the  judgment  of 
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tlioie  mho  were  to  ppifit  by  tlieir  Ubour ;  mi  ia  giawrel  tened  tar  five  yeen,  anl  tlie  tf^ 
this  meeflora  wms  not  a  greet  deel  inore,  bj  gregete  increeee  estimated  at  only  18S,170 
their  own  aeooont,  than  about  two-thirdi  of    pounds  aterling  (on  a  auppoaition  that  such 
the  Talae  of  that  laboor.    In  all  probability  iacreese  will  be  realised)  yet  if  the  annual 
it  was  modi  leas ;  as  these  dealings  rarety  inrestment  be  sixty  lada,  and  the  advance  of 
passfrd  through  intermediate  hands  without  prion  thirty  per  cent,  only,  such  advance  will 
leaving  a  considerable  profit.    Theee  oppree-  smemd  Ag  mermm  ^  Ute  reeentM  b^  no  Im 
sionsy  it  will  be  observed,  were  not  eenfined  liben  M9,830j)eiwirft  tUrling,*^ 
to  the  company's  share,  which  however  coveiw  The  indignation  which  the  directors  ftlt  at 
ed  a  great  part  of  the  trade ;  but  as  this  was  being  reduced  to  this  distressing  situation  was 
Vk  aitkle  permitted  to  the  servants,  the  ssbm  eapreseed  to  their  servants  in  very  strong 
power  of  arbitrary  valuation  must  have  been  Isnne.    They  attributed  the  whole  to  their 
extended  over  the  whole,  as  the  market  must  pmetiess,  and  say,  *'  We  are  tu  from  being 
be  equalized,  if  any  authority  at  all  is  exteiKk>  convinoed  that  the  oompetition  which  tendi 
ed  over  it  by  those  who  have  an  interest  in  to  rame  the  price  of  goods  in  Bengal  is  wholly 
the  restraint.    The  price  was  not  only  raised,  between  public  European  companies,  or  ba> 
hot  in  the  manu&ctnres  the  quality  was  de-  tweea  merchants  in  geoMal,  who  export  to 
..ased  nearly  in  an  equal  proportion.    The  foreign  markets :  we  are  rather  of  opinio^ 
directors  conceived,  with  great  reason,  that  that  the  sources  of  this  graul  evil  have  been 
this  rise  of  price  and  debasement  of  quality  the  eatraordinary  privileges  granted  to  indi* 
aroae  not  firam  the  efieet  of  a  free  market,  viduals  in  our  service,  or  underoor  license,  to 
but  fiom  the  servants  having  taken  that  op*  trade  without  restrictioB  throughout  the  pro- 
portonity  of  Avowing  upon  the  market  of  vinces  of  Bengal ;  and  the  enoourageaMHt 
their  masters  the  refuse  goods  of  their  own  they  have  had  to  extend  their  trade  to  the  u^ 
private  trade,  at  such  exoriMtant  prices  as  by  termoet,  even  in  such  goods  as  were  proper 
mutual  comivanoe  they  were  pleased  to  set*  for  our  investment,  by  observing  the  siarnap 
tie*     The  mischief  was  greatly  aggravatedby  of  thoee  persons  who  have  from  tiaae  to  tiaM 
hi  happening  at  a  time  when  the  company  fmmd  mttm§  to  diapooe  ^Iktir  wurekamdm  to 
were  obliged  to  pay  for  their  goods  widi  sicrgovenioKr  ondeeunal,  though  ofso  bada 
bonds  beanng  an  high  intereet.  quality  as  to  be  sold  here  with  great  difficulty* 
The  perplexed  system  of  the  company's  after  having  been  fi-equently  r^Tused,  and  put 
coDoems,  compoeed  of  so  many  opposite  up  at  the  next  sale  without  price,  to  the  very 
DK>veiD<»its  and  contradictory  principlee,  ap-  great  discredit  and  dimdvantage  of  the  oq»- 
pears   no  where  in  a  more  clear  light.    If  pony."    In  all  probabili^  the  directors  wore 
tnule  continued  under  restraint,  their  terri-  not  mistaken ;  for,  upon  an  inquiry  instituted 
torial  revenues  most  sifier  by  cheeking  the  eoon  after,  it  was  found  that  CantA  BabO,  ths 
general  prosperity  of  the  country ;  if  they  set  Banian,  or  native  steward  and  manager  to 
it  free,  means  were  taken  to  raise  the  price  Mr.  Hastings  (late  president)  held  two  of 
and  d^tase  the  quality  of  the  goods ;  and  this  '  theee  contracts  in  his  own  name  and  that  ef 
ag^  fell  upon  the  revenues  out  of  which  the  hie  son,  for  eensiderahlymere  than  one  bu»- 
payment  for  the  goods  was  to  arise.    The  dred  and  fifty  thoiissnd  pounds.      This  dia- 
observations  of  the  company  on  that  occasion  oovery  brought  on  a  prohibition  firom  the  court 
are  just  and  sagacious,  and  they  will  not  per-  of  directors  of  that  suspicious  and  dangerous 
Dut  the  least  doubt  concerning  the  poli<7  of  dealing  in  the  stewards  of  persons  in  high 
these  unnatural  trades.     "  The  amount  of  oflbe.    The  same  man  held  likewise  forms 
our  Bengal  cargoes  from  1769  to  1778,  is  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
1,901 ,194  pounds  sterling,  and  if  the  average  sand  pounds  a  ysar  of  the  landed  revenue, 
increase  of  price  be  estimated  at  twenty^ve  with  the  same  suspicious  appearance,  coo- 
per cent,  only,  the  aibount  of  such  increase  is  traiy  to  the  regulations  made  under  Mr. 
7S5,X98  pounds  sterling."    **  The  above  cif^  Hastingi*8  own  adminwtratioa. 
cumotances  are  exceedingly  alarming  to  us ;  In  the  mortifying  dilenuna  to  which  the  di- 
but  what  must  be  our  concern  to  find  by  the  rectora  found  themselves  reduced,  whereby 
advioes  of  our  president  and  council  of  177S,  the  luin  of  the  revenues,  either  by  the  fi-ee- 
that  a  forther  advance  of  forty  per  cent,  en  dom  or  the  restraint  of  trade,  was  evident, 
Bengal  goods  was  expected  uid  allowed  to  th^  ooosidered  the  first  as  moot  rapid  and 
be  (ho  oonsequMice  6f  advertisements  then  urgent ;  and  thereibre  once  more  revert  to  the 
published,  authorizing  a  free  trade  in  the  ser^  system  of  their  antiem  pre-emption,  and  d»- 
vioe?^    i(  Yf^  fiod  the  Duannd  revennes  are  stroy  that  freedom,  which  they  had  so  lately 
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uid  with  00  mocii  tolemiiity  proebumad,  and  appear  that  an j  thing  very  nutcrial  was  dona 

that  before  it  could  be  abused  or  even  enjoy-  in  ccmsequeDoe  of  it. 

ad.     They  declare,  that  "  unwilling  as  we  The  trade  became  nominally  free ;  but  the 

are  to  return  to  the  farmer  eoeroM  ^ftUm  of  course  of  business  established  in  consequence 

providing  an  investment,  or  to  abridge  that  of  coercive  monopoly  was  not  easily  altered, 

freedom  of  commerce  whkh  has  been  so  lately  In  order  to  render  more  distinct  the  principles 

established  in  Bengal,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  which  led  to  the  establishment  of  a  course 

finding  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  strike  at  and  habit  of  business  so  very  difficult  to 

the  ro0t  of  an  evil  which  has  been  so  severely  change  as  long  those  principles  exist,  your 

felt  by  the  company,  and  whidi  can  no  longer  committee  think  it  will  not  be  useless  here  to 

be  supported,  we  hereby  direct  that  all  pei^  enter  into  the  history  of  the  regulations  made 

sons  whatever  in  the  company's  service  or  in  the  first  snd  &vourite  matter  of  the  com* 

under  our  proUcUony  be  absolutely  prohibited,  pany's  investment,  the  trade  in  raw  »ilk,  from 

by  publick  advertisement,  (torn  tnding  in  any  the  oommencement  of  these  regulations  to  the 

of  those  articles  which  compose  our  invest-  company's  perhaps    finally  abandoning   all 

nent,  directly  or  indirectly,  ejDoept  on  account  aharo  in  the  trade,  which  was  their  object, 
of  and  for  the  East-India  company,  until  their 

investment  is  completed."  ■ 

As  soon  as  this  order  was  received  in  Ben- 
gal, it  was  construed,  as  indeed  the  words  ^^^  silk. 
teemed  directly  to  warrant,  to  exclude  all  na^  Trs  trade  in  roio  mik  was  at  all  times 
fives,  as  welias  servanU,  firom  the  trade,  until  BMre  popular  in  England  than  really  advan- 
the  company  was  supplied.  The  companjr^  tageous  to  the  company.  In  addition  to  the 
pre-emption  was  now  authoritatively  ro-  dd  jealousy  which  pravailed  between  the 
established,  and  some  feeble  and  ostensible  company  and  die  manufectory  interest  of 
legolations  were  made  to  relieve  the  weavers  England,  they  came  to  labour  under  no  small 
who  might  suffer  by  it.  The  directors  imsp  odium  on  account  of  the  distresses  of  India, 
gined  that  the  re-establishment  of  their  ooer-  The  publick  in  England  perceived,  and  felt 
cive  system  would  remove  the  evil,  which  with  a  proper  sympathy,  the  sufiferings  of  die 
fraud  and  artifice  hsd  grafted  upon  one  more  eastern  provinces  in  all  cases  in  which  they 
rational  and  liberal.  But  they  were  mis-  might  be  attributed  to  the  abuses  of  power 
taken ;  for  it  only  varied,  if  it  did  so  much  as  oxercised  under  the  company's  authority.  But 
vary,  the  abuse.  The  servants  might  as  es-  they  were  not  equally  sensible  to  the  evils 
sentially  injure  their  interest  by  a  direct  exer-  which  arose  fitxn  a  system  of  sacrificing  the 
cise  of  their  power,  as  by  pretexts  drawn  fnm  bemg  of  that  country  to  ihe  advantage  of  this. 
the  freedom  of  the  natives;  but  with  this  fetal  They  entered  very  readily  into  the  former, 
difference,  that  the  frauds  upon  the  company  but  with  regard  to  the  latter  were  slow  and 
must  be  ofshorter  duration  under  a  scheme  of  incredukNis.  It  is  not,  therefore,  extreordi- 
fteedom.  That  state  admitted,  and  indeed  nary  that  the  company  should  endeavour  to 
led  to  means  of  discovery  and  correction,  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  publick  by 
whereas  the  system  of  coercion  was  likely  to  felling  in  with  its  prejudices.  Thus  they 
be  permanent.  It  carried  force  fiuther  than  were  led  to  increase  the  grievance,  in  order 
served  the  purposes  of  those  who  authorized  to  allay  the  clamour.  Thioy  continued  still 
it ;  it  tended  to  cover  all  frauds  with  obscurity,  upon  a  larger  scale,  and  still  more  systemati- 
and  to  buiy  all  complaint  in  despair.  The  cally,  that  plan  of  conduct  which  was  the 
next  year  therefore,  that  is,  in  the  year  1776,  principal  though  not  the  most  blamed  cause 
the  company,  who  complained  that  their  or-  of  the  decay  and  depopulation  of  the  country 
ders  had  been  extended  beyond  theur  inten-  committed  to  their  care, 
tions,  made  a  third  revolution  in  the  trade  of  With  that  view,  and  to  femish  a  cheap 
Bengal.  It  was  set  free  again,  so  fer,  at  supply  of  materials  to  the  manufectures  of 
least,  as  regarded  the  native  merdmnts ;  but  England,  they  formed  a  scheme  which  tended 
m  so  imperfect  a  manner,  as  evidently  to  to  destroy,  or,  at  least,  essentially  to  impair 
leave  the  roots  of  okl  abuses  in  the  ground,  the  whole  manufacturing  inierest  of  Bengal. 
The  supreme  court  of  judicature  about  this  A  policy  of  that  sort  could  not  fail  of  being 
time  (1776)  also  fiilminated  a  charge  against  hi^y  popular,  when  the  company  submitted 
monopolies,  without  any  exception  of  those  itself  as  an  instrument  for  the  improvement 
authorized  by  the  company.    But  it  does  not  of  British  manufactures,  instead  of  being  then 
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most  cbngeroos  nwwX,  m  heretofcre  they  bwi  render  ha  field  for  the  produce  of  erode  mate- 

Deen  always  represented.  rials,  subeerrient    to    the    nuuiu&ctures  of 

They  accordingly  notified  to  their  presi-  Great  Britain.     The  nunufikcturing  hands 

dency  in  Bengal,  in  their  letter  of  the  17th  of  were  to  be  seduced  from  their  looms  by  high 

March,  1769,  that  "  there  was  no  branch  of  wages,  in  order  to  prepare  a  raw  produce  for 

of  their  trade  they  more  ardently  wish  to  ex-  our  market ;  they  were  to  be  locked  up  in  the 

tend  than  ihat  of  raw  silk."    They  disclaim,  factories;  and  the  commodity  acquired  by 

boweirer,  all  desire  of  employing  compulsory  these  operations  was,  in  this  immature  state, 

measures  for  that  pnrpose,  Imt  recommended  carried  out  of  the  country,  whilst  its  looms 

every  mode  of  encouragement,  and  particular-  woaU  be  left  without  any  material  but  tho 

\y  by  augmented  wages,  "  in  order  to  induet  debased  refiise  of  a  market  enhanced  in  its 

immufaeturert  of  wrought  aUk  to  ^tai  thai  price,  and  scanted  in  its  supply.    By  the  in- 

btaneh,  and  take  to  the  mnding  of  raw  aUk.**  crease  ofthe  price  of  this  and  other  materials, 

Raring  thus  found  means  to  draw  hands  manoftctures,  formerly  the  moat  flourishing, 

from  the  manufocture,  and  confiding  in  the  gradually  disappeared  under  the  protection  of 

strength  of  a  capital  drawn  from  the  poblick  Gh'eat  Britain,  and  were  seen  to  rise  again 

rcrenues,  they  pursue  their  ideas  fi-om  the  and  flourish  on  the  opposite  coast  of  India, 

purchase  of  their  manufacture  to  the  purchase  mder  the  dominion  ofthe  Mahrattas. 

of  the  material  m  its  crudest  state.    ''  We  These  restraints  and  encouragements  seem 

reoommend  you  to  give  an  mereoted  pricey  if  to  have  had  the  desired  effect  in  Bengal,  with 

necessary,  eo  aito  take  that  trade  out  of  the  regard  to  the  diversion  of  labour  from  mano" 

handa  of  other  mercftonft  mui  rivoi  nofioiu."  facture  to  materials.    The  trade  of  raw  silk 

A  double  bounty  was  thus  given  against  the  increased  rapidly.    But  the  company  very 

mano&ctures,  both  in  the  Ubour  and  in  the  soon  felt,  in  the  increase  of  price  aixt  debase- 

materials.  ment  of  quality  of  the  wrought  goods,  a  loss 

It  is  very  remarkable  in  what  manner  their  to  themselves  whidi  fully  counterbalanced  all 

vehement  pursuit  of  this  object  led  the  direo-  the  advantages  to  be  derived  to  the  nation 

tors  to  a  speedy  oblivion  of  those  equitable  fWrnt  the  increase  ofthe  raw  commodity.  The 

correctives  before  interposed  by  them,  in  or-  necessary  eflfect  on  the  revenue  was  also  fbro- 

der  to  prevent  the  mischieft  which  were  ap-  toM  very  early.    For  their  servants  in  the 

parent  in  the  scheme  if  left  to  itself.     They  principal  silk  factories  declared,  that  the  ob- 

could  venture  so  little  to  trust  to  the  bounties  struction  to  the  private  trade  in  silk  must  tn 

given  from  the  revenues,  a  trade  which  had  a  the  end  prove  detrimental  to  the  revenues, 

tendency  to  drf  up  their  source,  that,  by  the  ami  f/kof  ihe  investment  clashes  with  the  ool- 

time  thej  had  proceeded  to  the  SSd  paragraph  lecticm  of  these  revenues.    Whatsoever,  by 

of  their  letter,  they  revert  to  those  very  com-  bounties  or  immunities,  is  encouraged  out  of 

pulaory  means  which  they  disclaimed  but  a  landed  revenue,  has  certainly  some  tendency 

three  paragraphs  before.     To  prevent  silk-  to  lessen  the  nett  amount  of  that  revenue, 

winders  from  working  in  their  private  houses,  and  to  forward  produce  which  does  not  yield 

where  they  might  work  for  private  traders,  to  the  gross  collection,  rather  than  one  thai* 

lad  to  confine  them  to  the  company's  facto-  does. 

ries,  where  they  could  only  be  employed  for  The  directors  declare  themselves  unable  to 
the  company's  benefit,  they  desire  that  the  onderstand  how  this  could  be.  Perhaps  it 
newly-acquired  power  of  government  should  was  not  so  difficult.  But,  pressed  as  they 
be  eflTectually  employed :  "  Should  (say  they)  were  by  the  greatness  ofthe  payments,  which 
this  practice,  through  vnaiUnAony  have  been  they  were  compelled  to  make  to  government 
suffered  to  take  place  again,  it  will  be  proper  in  England,  the  cries  of  Bengal  could  not  be 
to  pat  a  stop  to  it,  which  may  note  he  mart  tf^  heard  among  the  contending  claims  of  the 
fettuaUy  done  by  em  abeohite  prohUntiony  un-  general  court,  of  the  treasury,  and  of  Spital 
der  eevere  penaltiea,  6y  the  authority  qf  go-  Fields.  The  speculation  of  the  directors  vras 
Dtnunen/."  originally  fair  and  plausible  (so  far  as  the 
This  letter  contains  a  perfect  plan  of  policy,  mere  encouragement  of  the  commodity  ex- 
bod)  of  compulsion  and  encouragement,  which  tended.)  Situated  as  they  were,  it  was  hard- 
must,  in  a  very  considerable  degree,  operate  ly  in  their  power  to  stop  themselves  in  the 
destructively  to  the  manufoctures  of  Bengal,  course  they  had  begun.  They  were  obliged 
Its  effect  must  be  (so  far  as  it  could  operate  to  continue  their  resolution  at  any  hazard,  in- 
wiihout  being  eluded)  to  change  the  whole  creasing  the  investment.  "  The  state  of  our 
fi^e  of  that  industrious  country,  in  order  to  affairs  (say  they)  requires  the  utmost  exten- 
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riou  of  your  invcstmeola.    Toa  are  boC  to  be,  in  fiitiire,  madegtiural,  andMirietly\ 

forbear  sending  eveo  tbose  lorts  which  an  at*  tainedJ* 

tended  with  2ow,  in  case  rach  should  be  ne-  This  syston  most  have  an  immediate  ten- 

cesaary  to  supply  an  inrestment  to  as  great  donc^  ttmards  disordering  the  trade  of  India, 

an  amount  as  you  etm  provide  Jrom  yemr  oun  and  must  finally  end  in  great  detriment  to  the 

Tvaouroe* ;  ibid  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  of  ooo^Mny  itself.     The  effect  ^  the  restrictire 

your  being  thereby  enabled  to  increase  your  system  on  the  weaver  is  erident.     The  au- 

C(Misignment8  of  this  valuable  branch  of  na-  thority  given  to. the  serranta  to  buy  at  an  ad- 

tional  commwoe,  even  to  the  utmoet  of  your  vanced  price,  did,  of  necessity,  furnish  means 

wishes.    But  it  is  our  positive  order,  that  no  and  eicuses  for  every  sort  of  fraud  in  their 

part  of  audi  investment  be  provided  with  purchases.      The  instant  the  servant  of  a 

borrowed  money,  which  is  to  be  repaid  by  merchsnt  is  admitted,  on  his  own  judgment, 

drm^htM  ttpon  owr  treaeury  in  London  ,*  since  to  overbid  the  market,  or  tosend  goods  to  his 

the  license,  which  has  already  been  taken  in  master  which  shall  sell  at  loss,  there  is  no 

this  respect,  has  involved  us  in  difficulties,  longnr  any  standard  upon  which  his  un&ir 

which  we  yet  know  not  how  we  shall  sur-  practices  can  be  estimated,  or  any  effectual 

mount.''  means  by  which  they  can  be  restrained.   The 

This  very  instructive  paragraph  lays  <^>en  hope,  entertained  by  the  directors,  of  confining 
the  true  origin  of  the  internal  decay  of  Bengal,  this  destructive  practice  of  giving  an  enhanced 
The  trade  and  revenues  of  that  country  were  price  to  a  particular  spot  must  ever  be  found 
(as  the  then  system  must  necessarily  have  totally  delusive.  Speculations  will  be  affect- 
been)  of  seoondary  consideration  at  best.  Pre-  od  by  this  artificial  price  in  every  quarter  in 
sent  supplies  ware  to  be  obtained,  and  present  whidi  markets  can  have  the  least  oomniunica- 
demands  in  En^and  were  to  be  avoidec^  at  tion  with  each  other, 
•very  eipense  to  Bengid.  In  a  very  few  years  the  court  of  directors 

The  spirit  of  increasing  the  investment  began  to  feel,  even  in  Leadenhall-street,  lAs 

from  revenue  at  any  rate,  and  the  resolution  ^eele  ef  trading  to  leea  upon  the  revenues, 

of  driving  all  competitors,  Europeans  or  na-  espectally  on  those  of  Bengal. 


tives,  out  of  the  market,  prevailed  at  a  period  In  the  letter  of  February,  1774,  they  ob- 

stiU  more  early,  and  prevailed  not  only  in  serve,  that  "  looking  back  to  their  accounts 

Bengal,  but  seems,  more  or  less,  to  have  dif>  for  the  four  preceding  years,  on  several  of  the 

fused  itself  throu^  the  whole  sphere  of  the  descriptions  of  silk,  there  has  been  lui  m- 

oompany^s  influence.    In  1768  they  gave  to  creaeing  2o»,  instead  of  any  alteration  for  the 

the  presidency  of  Madras  the  following  me-  better  in  the  last  year's  productions.     This 

morable  instruction,  strongly  declaratory  of  (they  say)  threatens  the  destruction  of  that 

their  general  system  of  policy.  valuable  branch  of  national  commerce.*'  And 

"  We  shall  dq;Mnd  upon  your  prudence  then  they  recommend  etuh  regtUations  (as  if 

(say  they)  to  discourage  foreigners;  and  be-  regulations  in  that  state  of  things  could  be  of 

ing  intent,  as  you  have  been  repeaiedly  ao-  any  service)  as  may  obtain  "  a  profit  in  fu- 

quainted,  on  bringing  home  as  great  a  part  of  ture,  insteaa  of  so  considerable  a  loss,  which 

the  revenues  as  possible  in  your  manufibctures,  loe  con  no  longer  euetain." 

the  out4>idding  them  in  those  parts  where  they  Tour  committee  thought  it  necessary  to  in- 

interfere  with  you,  would  certainly  prove  an  quire  into  the  losses  which  had  actually  been 

effectual  step  for  answering  that  end.    We  sufibred  by  this  unnatural  forced  trade ;  and 

therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  offer  such  find  the  loss,  so  early  as  the  season  of  1776| 

increase  of  prioe  as  you  shall  deem  may  be  to  be  77,G6(M. ;  that  in  the  year  1777  it  aroeo 

consistently  given ;  that,  by  beating  them  out  to  168,206/.    This  was  so  great  that  worse 

of  the  market,  the  quantities  by  you  to  be  pro-  could  hardly  be  apprehendml ;  however,   in 

vided  may  be  proportionably  enlarged ;  and  if  the  season  of  1778,  it  amounted  to  255,070/. 

you  take  this  method,  it  is  to  be  so  cautiously  In  1779  it  was  not  so  ruinously  groat,  because 

practised  as  not  to  enhance  the  prices  in  the  the  whole  import  was  not  so  considerable  ; 

places  immediately  under  your  controul.   On  but  it  still  stood  enormously  high ;  so  high  as 

this  subject  we  must  not  omit  the  approval  of  141,800/.    In  the  whole  four  years  it  came  (o 

your  prohibiting  the  weavers  of  Cuddalore  642,726/.    The  observations  of  the  directors 

from  making  up  any  cloth  of  the  same  sort-  were  found  to  be  folly  verified.    It  is  re- 

ments  that  are  provided  for  us  ;  and  if  such  markahle  that  the  same  article  in  the  China 

prohibition  is  not  now,  it  should  by  all  means  trade  produced  a  considerable  and  unifo 
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ivolil.    On  lins  curcomstanoe  little  obwrvar-    from  tireaty  to  thirty  per  ceot.  oo  the  sale, 
tion  is  necessary .  Sooo  aftw,  they  formed  a  regular  scale  of  fixed 

iKxring  the  time  of  their  stniggles  for  en*     prioM^  above  which  they  Ibund  they  could  not 
largin^  this  losing  trade,  which  they  consider-     trade  .without  loss. 

cd  aa  a  national  object,  what  in  one  point  of        Whilst  they  were  continuing  these  methods 
▼iew  it  was,  and  if  it  had  not  been  grossly     to  secure  themselves  against  future  losses,  the 
mismanaged,  might  have  been  in  more  than     Bengal  ships  which  arrived  in  that  year,  an- 
one ;  in  this  part  it  is  impossible  to  refuse  to  the     nouiwed  nothing  but  their  continuance.    Some 
directors  a  very  great  share  of  merit ;  no  de-     articles  by  the  high  -price,  and  otliers  from 
gree  <^  thouglit,  of  trouble,  or  of  reasonable     their  ill  quality,  were  such  "  as  never  could 
expense,  was  spared  by  them  for  the  improve*    answer  to  be  sent  to  Europe  at  any  price." 
meot  of  the  commodity.     They  framed  with     The  directors  renew  their  prohibition  of  maJc- 
diligende,and  apparently  on  very  good  infor-     ing  fresh  contracU,  the  present  being  gene- 
mation,  a  code  of  manufacturing  regaiations     rally  to  expire  in  the  year  1 781 .   But  this  trade 
for  that  purpose ;  and  several  persons  were     whose  fundamental  policy  might  have  admitted 
aent  out,  conversant  in  the  Italian  method  of    of  a  doubt  as  applied  to  Bengal,  (whatever^it 
prepving  and  winding  silk,  aided  by  proper     might  have  been  with  regard  to  England,)  was 
nwrhinen  for  &cilitating  and  perfecting  the     now  itself  expiring  in  the  hands  of  the  company, 
work.     This,  under  proper  care,  and  in  course     so  that  they  were  obliged  to  apply  to  govern- 
of  time,  might  have  produced  a  real  improve-     ment  for  power  to  enlarge  their  capacity  of  re- 
meut  to  Bengal ;  but,  in  the  first  instance,  it    ceiving  bills  upon  Europe.    The  purchase  by 
naturally  drew  the  business  firom  native  man-     these  bills  they  entirely  divert  from  raw  silk, 
agement ;  and  it  caused  a  revulsion  from  the     and  order  to  be  laid  out  wholly  in  piece  goods, 
trade  and  manufactures  of  India,  which  led  as         Thus,  ha\'ing  found  by  experience,  li^tthiK 
naturally  and  inevitably  to  an  Ejropeanmo-     trade,  whilst  carried  on  upon  the  old  princi- 
nopoly,  in  some  hands  or  other,  as  any  of  the     pies,  {of  whatever  advantage  it  might  have 
modes  of  coercion,  which  were  or  could  be  em-     been  to  the  British  manufacturers,  or  to  the  in- 
ployed.     The  evil  was  present  and  inherent     dividual  who  were  concerned  in  it  in  Bengal,) 
in  Uie  act.     The  means  of  letting  the  natives     had  proved  highly  detrimental  to  the  company, 
into  the  benefit  of  the  improved  system  of  pro-     the  directors  resolved  to  expunge  the  raw  silk 
duce  was  likely  to  be  counteracted  by  the  gene-     from  their  investment.     They  gave  up  the 
ral  ill  ocmduct   of  the  company's  concerns     whole  to  private  traders,  on  condition  of  pay- 
abroad.     For  a  while,  at  least  ii  had  an  effect     ing  the  freight,  charges  and  duties  {  permit- 
still   worse ;  for  the  company  purchasing  the     ting  them  to  send  it  to  Europe  in  the  compa- 
raw  cocoon,  or  silk-pod,  at  a  fixed  rate,  the     ny's  ships  upon  their  own  account, 
first  producer,  who.  whilst  he  could  wind  at         The  whole  of  this  history  will  serve  to  de- 
his  6wn  house,  employed  his  family  in  this     monstrate  that  all  attempts,  which  in  their 
labour,  and  could  procure  a  reasonable  liveli-     original  system,  or  in  their  necessary  ron- 
Rood  by  buying  up  Che  cocoons  for  the  Italian     sequences,  tend  to  the  distress  of  India,  must, 
filature,  now  incurred  the  enormous  and  ruin-     and  in  a  very  short  time  will,  make  them- 
oas  loss  of  fifty  per  cent.     This  appears  in  a     selves  felt  even  by  those  in  whose  favour  such 
letter  to  the  presidency,  written  by  Mr.  Bough-     attempts  have  been  made.     India  may  pos- 
too  Rouse,  now  a  member  of  your  committee,     sibly,  in  some  ibture  time,  bear  and  sup- 
But,  for  a  long  time,  a  considerable  quantity     port  itself  un4er  an  extraction  of  measure  or 
of  that  in  the  old  Bengal  mode  of  winding     or  of  goods ;    but  much  care  ought  to  be 
was  bought  for  the  company  from  contractors,     taken,  that  the  influx  of  wealth  shall  be  greater 
and  it  continui»  to  be  so  bought  to  the  present     in  quantity,  and  prior  in  time  to  the  li^aste. 
time ;  but  the  directors  complain,  in  their  let-        On  abandoning  the  trade  in  silk  to  private 
ter  of  the  ISth  of  May,  1780,  that  both  species,     hands,  the  directors  issued  some  prohibitions 
particularly  the  latter,  had  risen  so  extrava-     to  prevent  monopoly ;  and  they  gave  some  di- 
gantly,  that  it  was  become  more  than  forty     rections  about  the  improvement  of  the  trade, 
per  cent,  dearer  than  it  had  been  fifteen  years     The  prohibitions  were  proper,  and  the  dire^ 
aso.    In  that  state  of  price  they  condemn     tions  prudent ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
their  servants,  very  justly,  for  entering  into     that  whilst  all  the  means,  instruments,  and 
eantrads  for  three  years ;  and  that  for  seve-     powers  remain,  by  which  monopolies  were 
ral  kinds  of  silk,  of  very  difiTerent  goodness,     made,  and  through  which  abuses  formerly  pre* 
upon  averages  unfairly  formed,  were  the  com-     vailed,  all  verbal  orders  will  be  fruitleas. 
OHidities,  iveraged  at  an  equal  price,  diflfered        This  branch  of  trade,  being  so  long  priiici- 
Vol.  III.— 3. 
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ptlly  iMMgnA  hf  tki  ooapanj't  iniMiti-fer  to  dboiii  those  fandrad  tboaaaadpoaHb  ^tim 

tb*  eompmnjf  and  under  its  euthority,  oea-  in  cloths.    lo  the  year  1776,  it  hed&Uen  to 

not  be  euily  taken  oat  of  their  hands  and  pasa  about  two  hundred  thousand,  or  twiMhirda  of 

to  the  natives,  especially  when  it  is  to  be  oar~  its  foiHwi  produce.    Of  this  the  oompnoy's 

rM  on  without  the  controui  natturally  inher-  demand  amounted  only  to  a  fourth  part,  that 

onl  in  aU  pariicip%iioa.    li  is  not  difficult  ist  about  fifty  thousand  pounds  yoaWy.    This 

to  conoeiTS  bow  this  forced  preference  of  was  at  that  time  provided  by  agents  for  thn 

traffick  in  a  raw  commodity  must  have  in-  company,  under  the  ioapeotion  of  their  con»» 

jived  the  manufactures,  while  it  was  the  mercial  servants.    On  pretence  of  securing 

policy  of  the  oompany  to  continue  the  trade  an  advantage  for  this  fourth  part  of  their  raaa* 

on  their  own  account.     The  servants,  so  ftr  tersi  they  eierted  a  most  violent  and  arbitrary 

from  deviating  from  their  course,  since  they  power  over  the  whole.    It  was  asserted  tha^ 

have  taken  the  trade  into  their  own  manage-  they  fixed  the  company's  mark  to  such  goodn 

ment,  have  gone  much  further  into  it.     The  as  they  thought  fit  (u>  ail  goods,  as  staled  » 

proportion  df  raw  silk  in  the  investment  is  one  oomplaiiK)  and  disposed  of  them  as  they- 

to  be  augmented^     The  proportion  of  the  thought  proper,  eicluding  not  only  all  the 


whole  cargoes  fbr  the  year  1793,  divided  tive  dealers,  but  the  Dutch  company  and  pri- 
iiito  siiieen  parts,  is  ten  of  raw  silk,  and  vate  English  merchants;  that  they  madea^ 
six  only  of  manufactured  goods.  Such  is  ranees  to  the  weavers,  often  beyond  their 
the  proportion  of  this  losing  article  in  the  known  ability,  to  repay  in  goods  within  the^ 
scheme  fbr  the  investment  of  private  for-  year ;  and  by  this  means,  having  got  them  in 
tunes.  debt,  held  them  in  perpetual  servitude.  Their 
In  the  reformed  scheme  of  sending  the  in-  inability  to  keep  accounts  left  them  at  the  din- 
vestment  on  account  of  the  oompany,  to  be  cretioo  of  the  agenU  of  the  supreme  power  to 
paid  in  bills  upon  Europe,  no  mention  is  made  make  their  balances  what  they  pleased,  ami 
of  any  change  of  these  proportions.  Indeed,  they  recorered  them  not  by  legal  process, 
some  limits  are  attempted  on  the  article  of  butby  seizure  of  their  goods  and  arbitrary  im^ 
silk  with  regard  to  its  price ;  and  it  is  not  pHsonment  of  their  persons.  One  and  the 
improbable  that  the  price ;  to  the  master  and  same  dealer  made  the  advance,  valueil  the  re- 
the  servant  will  be  very  different;  but  they  turn,  stated  the  account,  passed  the  judgment,, 
cannot  make  profitable  purchases  of  this  ar-  and  executed  \he  process, 
tide,  wittiout  strongly  condemning  all  the  for-  Mr.  Kouse,  chief  of  the  Dacca  province^ 
mer  purchases  of  the  board  of  trade.  who  struggled  against  those  evils,  says,  that 

in  the  year  1773  there  were  no  balances  due^ 

-^—  as  the  trade  was  then  carried  on  by  the  native 

brokers.     In  loss  than  three  years  these  ba- 

CLOTHSi  OR  Piscs  oooDS.  lanoes  amounted  to  an  immense  sum ;  a  sum 

lost  to  the  cQmpany,  but  eiisiing  in  full  force 

Trs  general  system  abore  stated  relative  for  every  purpose   of  oppression.    In  the 

to  the  silk  trade,  must  materially  have  affect-  amount  of  these  balances,  almost  every  wea- 

ed  the  manufactures  of  Bengal,  merely  as  it  ver  in  the  country  bore  apart,  and  oonscquenN 

was  a  system  of  preference.    It-  does  by  no  ly  they  were  almost  all  caught  in  this  snare, 

means  satisfactorily  appear  to  your  commit-  ''They  are,  in  general,**  (says  Mr.  Rouse,  in. 

tee,  that  the  freedom  held  out  by  the  company's  a  letter  to  General  Clavering,  delivered  to 

various  orders  has  been  ever  fully  enjoyed,  or  your  committee  )  "  a  timid,  helpless  people ; 

that  the  grievances  of  the  native  merchants  and  many  or  them  poor,  to  the  utmost  degree  t€ 

manufacturers  have  been  redressed.     For  we  wretchedness ;  incapable  of  keeping  accounts, 

find,  on  good  authority,  that  at  that  very  peri-  industrious  as  it  were  by  instinct ;  unable  to 

od  at  which  it  might  be  supposed  that  these  defend  themselves  if  oppressed ;  and  satisfied, 

orders  had  their  operation,  the  oppressions  if  with  continual  labour  they  derive  f\ram  the 

were  in  full  vigour.    They  appear  to  have  &H.  fair  dealing  and  humanity  of  their  employer, 

en.  heaviest  on  the  city  of  Dacca,  formerly  a  moderate  subsistence  for  their  families." 
thp  great  staple  for  the  finest  goods  in  Indi» ;        Such  were  the  people  who  stood  accused  by 

a  plare  once  fbll  of  opulent  merchants  and  the  company's  agents,  nspr^ending  grievan- 

dealors.of  all  descriptions.  ces,  in  order  to  bo  excused  the  payment  of' 

The  city  and  district  of  Dacca,  before  the  their  balances.    As  to  the  commercial  state 

pr^r^l^eiice  of  the  East-India,  company's  in-  of  the  province  in  general,  Mr.  Rouse  repre- 

fluence  and  authority,  manu&ctured  annually  sents  it  "to  be  fbr  these  two  years  a  perpotu- 
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of  oomfUuk  viASa^nUtkm:*  arn  fiia  wiil  iliif— iiml .  iiwuhj  rin  ijyjii 

ll»  ooopuij'sagMita  profiMing  to  piiy  ttighcr  Mid|MUcf  oT  buoIi reMnut«^ amIUyJiigdow 
ntes  to  wearera,  wMlat  the  LwdwrfwU  aiJos  »  wUo.ftMi  hMOMauetAtthe  laoteH7,  w^uch,  ^ 
ilwmd  wi  iMavy  Iom  to  tfa»  acmftmy^  The  ai^^  iwtU  five  iio.«aaiM  of  jmt  eoApkioi  to 
■Mitw*  i»y«  ewa  travelled  ia  nuliitMlM,  prhate.  tadene.  B»od^  **  1  he«eBo.deute 
lo  prefer  their  coBipkiDto  »i.the  prandeoegr.  but  thit  theg^  hum  Ulherto  prowled  invei^ 
The aBoiintoC  the  invesdnant^ eonportUiieljfi  aMBli»  and  it  cumoi  tMcn  to  mj  intOMot  to 
■mall,  witfaheiwiree  eonipontivelj  Wge^  and,  pveeliMle  thwa  nmo^  tiMNigh  I  miMt  evwr  (hiall 
ae  I-  uBderstand,  gonarally  oooteated  by  the  it  jay  dutj  to  oombat  the  pnivate  vievrs  o^  imU* 
ireaven.  The  native  mercfaaatei  oalMi»»  viduaJek  who.  atA  iktmHbm  itjr  ■■  weipiiifwii 
it^  remored  from  tbek  iaflacMce  aa  prejodl*  ander  thai  verj!ibody>  uader  vhiae  littmiwi 
oal  to  the  coBopefoy'a  ooacena ;:  and  Sonn  and  iodnigeoce  only  ihey  cap  deriyo  thoippnm^ 
peaa  iiMBchaiita  ooBfilaiiiing  agUMt  uadtto:  lege  of  ttade ;  all  1  coatcnd  fiir  ia  ihn  wmn. 
■fluHMie  of  the oompany'a  ooauaeroial  agaMe>  k^kmnee  my  emploieis  have  evtf  had."  VIa 
laprevcttiBg  the  free:  poiehaM  even  df  thooe  eodi  by  declioing  any  tepijf  to  uiy^  ofi  thvin 
goods  whaah  the  cotiyny  never  takea.**  Aitum  refct^ncea  of  thia  natucei. 

TJiespiritofthoieagentewiU  be  folly  oaei-        The  whole  of  thii  extraordinary,  letter  i» 
perfienrfed  finm  a  atate  of  the  prooeedii|fl«-be»-    uwerted.ia  the  appoadis,.  No.  61 ;  aad  Mr* 
ton  Mr,  Rouae  awl  opunael,.aittb>Cffnplaint.    Romt^u  minute  Gi  (rfiaervatiana  upon  ilin  ap« 
of  a  Mc.  Gcee,  an  English  free  norcfaaai  at    peodiz,No.  6S|  fully  refuting  theibw  preloxla. 
Ihuica,  who  haa  been  twice  tceaAed  in  the-    alleged,  in.  thai  exli«onliDafyip«rfi»noaooe,  in 
■ne-  injwiouB  manner  by  lh«  agenta  of  Mr*     aopport  of  tbelrade  bjr  influenoo  and  valbority. 
Hunt,,  the  eonnercial  chief  at  thait  place.     Mr.  UoHcxidy  one  of  the  coMoael,  joined  Mr. 
On.  his  complaint  to  th«  board  of  the  aeisore  oT   Kowe  in  opinipO)  that  a,  letter  to  the.puq>ort 
the  goods  end  iofvisooment  of  his  ageota,.    of  that  minute  should  be  writteni  but  they 
Mr.  Hunt  was  called  upon  for  an  expiaii»-    were  overruled  by  Mesers.  Purling,  Hogarth, 
tioQ.    In  retura,  ho  infonned   them  that  he    and  Shakeif  eare,  who  passed  a. resolution  to 
had  sent  to  one  of  the  villages  to  inquire  oon*    defer  sending  any  reply  to  Mr.  Hunit>  ftod 
oevaing  the  matter  of  fiict  aJlegedL     The  imr    iKmewas  ever  sent.     Thus  they  gave  coun- 
partial  person  sent  to  make  this  inquiry^  was    tonanceto  the  doctrine  contained  in  that  letter^ 
the  very  man  accused  of  the  oppreaaioBS  into     as  well  as  to  theraiscbiovous  practices,  which 
which  he  was  sent  to  examine.    The  answer  of    most  inevitably  arise  from  tboexercise  of  such 
Mr.  Hurst  is  in  an  hi^  and  determined  tone,     power*    Some  tcmporaiy  Siod  partial  relief 
He  <focs  not  deny  that  there  are  somo  inatan-     was  given  by  the  vigorous  exertions  of  Mr. 
ess  of  abuse  of  power.    "  But  I  ask,"  aaya    Eouae;  but  be  shortly  ailcr  removing  from 
he, "  what  auiharittf  can  guard  against  the  ocm-     that  government,  all  complaints  were  dropped* 
duct  of  individuals ;  but  that  a  tingU  instance        It  is  remarkable,  that  during  the  long  and 
cannot  be  brought  of  a  general  depravity.''     warm  contest  between  the  company's  agents 
Your  committee  have  reason  to  believe  thsse     and  the  dealers  of  Paixra,  ifae  bcand  uf  trade 
eoerrive  measures  to  have  been  very,  general^     seem  to  have  taken  a  decided  part  against  the. 
though  employed  according  to  the  degree  of  re-     latter.     They  allow,  some  sort  of  Jusiico.  in  the 
sistance  opposed  to  the  monopoly  ;  for  we  find,     complaints  of  (ho  manufactureva  with,  regard 
9i  one  time,  the  whole  trade  of  the  Dutch  in-     to  low  valuation,  and  other  particulars.:  but 
volved  in  the  general  servitude.    But  itap-    they  say,  that.*'  although  (during  the  time  of 
pears  very  extraordinary  that  nothing  but  the     pre-emption)  it  appears  t^at  tlie  weavers  loers 
actnal  proof  of  a  gencroi  abuse  couki  affect  a    not  (Mowed  Ou  tame  tiber^  o/  ulting  to  inS- 
praetice,  the  very  principle  of  which  tends  to    vUhutU  iht^  b^art  enjojfed ;  our  opinion  on 
make  (he  coercion  as  general  as  the  tcado.     the  whole  is,  that  these  complaints  have  ori- 
Mr.  Hurst'ft  reflection  concerning  the  abase    ginated  upon  the  premeditated  designs  of  the 
of  mOkority.  is  just ;  hut  in.  thiscase  it  ia  alto-    delftls  [factors  or  brokers]  to  ihnart  the  new 
gsther   inapplioable,  because  iheoomplaiBt:    mode  of  carrying  on  the  company's  business, 
wvsnotof  the. abuse,  but  of  theuseofsuthori**    and  to  render  themtdxto  nectmayj*    They  , 
ty  in  matters  of  trade^  which  ought  to  have     say  in  another  place,  that  there  is  no  ground 
been  free.    He  thrown  out  a  variety  of  invi-    for  the  dissatisfoctions  and  difficulties  of  the 
dkras  neflectioas  against  the  counoii,  ss  if  they    weavecs ;  "  that  thej  are  owing  to  tbo  de.I4l8, 
wanood  seal  for  the  company's  sesvke ;  his.    isAese mm ili»tohe empluyedJ* 
justification  of  his  practices^  asd  his  declarar        This  desire  of  being  employed*.  Vid  Q^  reo- 
Soa  of  his  resolution  to  persevere  in  them,     dering  tbamselvea  necessary,  in  men,  whose 
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only  bntiMM  it  w  to  be  eaploTed  in  tnde,  n  this  lubject.  uid,  at  this  period,  full  of  thoii. 
eonaidered  by  the  geotlenien  of  the  boaid  m  oould  not  think  themselves  justifiable  in  no* 
no  triml  offence ;  and  accordingly  thej  d»-  stating  them  to  the  house. 
cUre,  "  ihej  hsTO  established  it  as  on  nioari-  Your  committee  have  found  many  heavy 
9bU  nd«,  tlist  loJkateMr  d^/ldm^  there  might  charges  of  oppression  against  Mr.  Barwelli 
be  in  the  Dacca  investment,  no  purchase  of  whilst  factory  chief  at  E^oca ;  which  oppres- 
the  manufactures  of  that  qumrttr  shall  be  made  sions  are  stated  to  have  continuedi  and  even 
for  account  of  the  company  from  private  mer-  to  have  been  aggravated  on  complaint  at  Cat- 
chants.  We  have  passed  this  resolutioUi  cutta.  These  complaints  appear  in  several 
whidi  we  deem  of  importancoi  from  a  persoa-  memorials  presented  to  the  supreme  ooundl. 
aion  that  private  merchants  art>  oAen  indtteed  of  Calcutta,  of  which  Mr.  Barwell  was  a 
to  make  advances  for  I>aoca  goods  not  by  the  member.  They  appeared  yet  folly  and  more 
Mdlnary  chsnce  of  sale,  but  merely  from  an  strongly  in  a  bill  in  chancery,  filed  in  the  su- 
eipectation  of  disposing  of  them  at  an  en-  preme  court,  which  was  afWwards  recorded 
hanoed  price  to  the  company,  against  lolkem  before  the  govemour^eneral  and  council,  and 
a  TwaiMfup  is  by  this  manner  encouraged ;"  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors, 
tnd  they  say, "  that  they  intend  to  observe  the  Your  committee,  struck  with  the  magri- 
some  rule  with  respect  to  the  investment  of  tude  «nd  importance  of  these  chsrges,  and 
other  of  the  factories,  from  whence  similar  finding  ihat  with  regard  to  those  before  the 
complaints  may  come."  council  no  r«(;ular  investigation  has  ever  taken 

This  positive  rule  is  opposed  to  the  positive  place ;  and  finiing  also  that  Mr.  Barwell  had 

directions  </  the  company,  to  employ  those  asserted,  in  a  mV«ute  of  council,  that  be  had 

obnoxious  persons  by  prdTerence.    How  &t  given  a  full  answer  to  the  allegations  in  that 

this  violent  use  of  authority,  for  the  purpose  bill ;  ordered  a  copy  of  the  answer  to  be  laid 

of  destroying  rivalship,  has  succeeded  in  re-  before  your  committee,  that  they  might  be 

ducing  the  price  of  goods  to  the  company,  enabled  to  state  to  the  house  how  far  it  appear- 

has  been  made  manifest  by  the  focts  before  ed  to  them  to  be  full,  how  hr  the  charges 

stated  in  their  place.  were  denied  as  to  the  fact,  or,  where  the  (acts 

The  recriminatory  charges  erf*  the  company's  might  be  admitted,  what  juiitification  wss  set 
agents  on  the  native  mercluuits  have  made  very  up.  It  appeared  necessary,  in  order  to  deter- 
little  impression  on  your  committee.  We  mino  on  the  true  situation  of  the  trade  and  the 
have  nothing  in  fiivour  of  them  but  the  asser-  merchants  of  that  great  city  and  district, 
lion  of  a  party  powerful  and  interested.  In  The  secretary  to  the  court  of  directors  has 
such  cases  of  mutual  assertion  and  denial,  informed  your  committee,  that  no  copy  of  the 
your  committee  are  led  irresistibly  to  attach  answer  is  to  be  fdUnd  in  the  India  house ;  nor 
abuse  to  power,  and  to  presume  that  suffering  has  your  committee  been  able  to  discover  that 
and  hardisMp  are  more  likely  to  attend  on  any  has  been  transmitted.  On  this  failure, 
weakness,  than  that  any  con^ination  of  un-  your  committee  ordered  an  application  to  be 
protected  individuals  is  of  force  to  prevail  made  to  Mr.  Barwell  for  a  copy  of  his  answer 
over  influence,  power,  wealth,  and  authority,  to  the  bill,  and  any  other  information  with 
The  complaints  of  the  native  merchants  ought  which  he  might  be  fiimished  with  regard  to 
not  to  have  bedb  treated  in  any  of  those  modes  that  subject. 

in  which  they  were  then  treated.  And  when  Mr.  Barwell,  after  reciting  the  above  let- 
men  are  in  the  situation  of  complainants  ter,  returned  in  answer  what  follows: 
against  unbounded  power,  their  abandoning  "Whether  the  records  of  the  supreme  court 
their  suit  is  &r  from  a  full  and  clear  pro<^  of  judicature  are  lodged  at  the  India  House,  I 
of  their  complaints  being  groundless.  It  \s  am  ignorant,  but  on  those  records  my  answer 
not  because  redress  has  been  rendered  im-  is  certainly  to  be  found.  At  this  distance  i( 
practicable,  that  oppression  does  not  exist ;  time^  I  am  sorry  I  cannot,  from  memory,  r^ 
nor  is  the  despair  of  sufferers  any  allevia-  cover  the  circumstances  of  this  affair;  but  this 
lion  of  their  afflictions.  A  review'  of  some  I  know,  that  the  bill  did  receive  a  complete 
of  the  roost  remarkable  (^  the  complaints  made  answer,  and  the  people  the  fullest  satisfao- 
by  the  native  merchants  in  that  province  is  so  tion ;  nor  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  remark  oa 
essential  for  laying  open  the  true  spirit  of  the  the  state  of  parties  at  that  time  in  Bengal, 
commercial  administration,  and  the  real  con-  could  party  have  brought  forward  any  partid^ 
dition  of  those  concerned  in  trade  there,  that  of  that  bill,  lupported  by  any  verified  fact, 
your  committee,  observing  the  records  on  The  principle  Umt  introduced  it  in  the  pro- 
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csadin^  of  the  gorarwMr-general  and  council,  it  is  coinpl«t«,  it  will  preclude  ail  eiplaiiitkB 

would  likewise  have  given  the  rerlBcation  of  as  unneeeesarj. 

that  one  circumstance,  whatever  thai  might  **  I  am,  sir, 

have  been.    As  I  generally  attend  in  my  plaice  **  Yoar  most  obedient  hmnble  servant, 

in  the  house,  I  shall  with  pleasure  answer  any  "RICHARD  BARWELL.*^ 

invitation  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  "  St.  /omes'-ejwe,  ftSd  jipril,  1783." 

to  attend  their  investigations  up  stairs,  with 

every  information  and  light  in  my  power  to  *'  P.  S.    As  I  am  this  moment  returned 

give  them."  from  the  country,  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to 

"3t.  Jame^'tquart,  Ibth  jijnil,  1783."  be  earlier  in  acknowledging  your  letter  of 

the  17th." 

Your  committee  considered,  that  with  r»- 

gud  to  the  matter  charged  in  the  several  poti-  Tour  committee  applied  to  Mr.  Barwell,  to 

tions  to  the  board,  no  sort  of  specifick  answer  communicate  any  papers  which  might  tsnd'to 

had  been  given  at  the  time  sind  place  where  the  elucidation  of  matters  before  them,  in 

they  were  made,  and  when  and  whore  the  par-  which  he  was  conceroed.     This  he  has  do» 

ties  might  be  «camined  and  confronted.   It  was  clined  to  do.     Your  committee  coneeive,  that 

considered  also  that  the  bill  had  been  trana-  under  the  orders  of  the  house,  they  are  hy  no 

mitted  with  other  papers  relating  to  the  same  means  obliged  to  make  a  complete  state  of  all 

matter,  to  the  court  of  directmv,  with  the  the  evidence  which  may  tend  to  criminate  or 

knowledge  and  consent  of  Mr.  Barwell ;  and  eiculpate  every  person  whose  transactions  they 

that  he  states  that  his  answer  had  been  filed,  may  find  it  expedient  to  report ;  this,  if  not 

and  no  proceedings  had  upon  it  for  eighteen  specially  ordered,  has  not  hitherto  been,  as 

months.     In  that  situation  it  was  thought  they  apprehend,  the  usage  of  any  committee  of 

something  extraordinary,  that  no  care  was  this  house.    It  is  not  for  your  committee,  but 

taken  by  him  to  transmit  so  essential  a  paper  for  the  discretion  of  the  party,  to  call  for,  and 

as  his  answer,  and  that  he  had  no  copy  of  it  for  the  wisdom  of  the  house  to  institute  such 

in  his  hands.  proceedings  as  may  tend  finally  to  omdemn  or 

Your  committee,  in  this  difficulty,  thought  acquit.  The  reports  of  your  committee  are 
themselves  obliged  to  declare  any  verbal  ex-  no  chargea,  though  they  may  possibly  fomiah 
planation  from  the  person  who  is  defendant  in  matter  for  charge ;  and  no  representations  or 
the  suit,  relative  to  matters,  which  on  the  observations  of  theirs  can  either  clear  or  eon- 
part  of  the  complainant  appear  upon  record,  vict,  on  any  proceeding  which  may  hereafter 
and  [o  leave  the  whole  matter,  as  it  is  charged,  be  grounded  on  the  facts  whic^  they  produce 
to  the  judgment  of  the  house,  to  determine  to  the  house.  Their  opinions  are  not  of  a 
how  for  it  may  be  worthy  of  a  further  inquiry,  judicial  nature.  Your  committee  has  taken 
or  how  far  thoy  may  admit  such  allegations  abundant  care  that  every  important  fact  in 
as  your  committee  could  not  think  themselves  their  report  should  be  attended  with  the  au- 
justified  in  receiving.  thority  iw  it,  either  in  the  course  of  their  r»» 

To  this  effect  your  committee  ordered  a  flections  or  in  the  appendix ;  to  report  every 

letter  to  be  written  to  Mr.  Barwell,  from  thing  upon  every  subject  before  them,  which 

whom  they  received  the  following  answer :  is  to  be  found  on  the  records  of  the  oompany, 

would  be  to  transcribe,  and  in  the  event  to 

"  Sir,  print  almost  the  whole  of  those  voluminous 

"  la  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  17th,  papers.    The  matter  which  appears  before 

I  most  request  the  favour  of  you  to  inform  the  them,  is,  in  summary  manner,  this : 

•elect  committee,  that  I  expect  firom  their  The  Dacca  merchants  begin  by  complain- 

,'nstice,  on  any  matter  of  publick  record,  in  ing,  that  in  November,  1773,  Mr.  Richard 

which  I  am  personally  to  be  brought  forward  Barwell,  then  chief  of  Dacca,  had  deprived 

to  the  notice  of  the  house,  that  they  will,  at  them  of  their  empfoyment  and  means  of  sob- 

the  same  time,  point  out  to  the  house  what  sistence ;   that  he  had  extorted  from  then 

part  of  such  matter  has  been  verified,  and  44,224  Aroot  rupees  (4,7312.)  by  the  terrow 

what  parts  have  not,  nor  ever  were  attempted  of  his  threats,  by  long  imprisonment  and  cruel 

to  be  verified,  though  introduced  in  debate,  confinement  in  the  stocks ;  that  afterwards 

and  entered  on  the  records  of  the  govemoor*  they  were  confined  in  a  small  room  near  tha 

general  and  council  of  Bengal.    I  am  anziooa  factory  gate,  under  a  guard  of  sepoys ;  that 

Ihe  information  should  be  complete,  or  the  their  food  was  stopped,  and  they  regained 

hsaso  will  not  be  competent  to  judge ;  and  if  stirring  a  whole  day ;  ihat  they  wero  not  psf- 


R'EfORT  OF  A  GOMBIXTTSE 


•tojUkatiieirfetdliiriMit^yat-BMa,  k eiramMtHMnl  and  nHnUl>le.    Timymft 

and  were  igain  brought  back  to  the  Mine'O0»-  *'  itmt  on  their  arnral,  to  lAeir  aatontafcnNHf 

finemeot,  in  which  thejr  were  oontianad  Hx  tk^-M06mleanii9d4hM  tkt  gmmwamr^  tuAe  hod 

nix  ^ajm,  and  were  not  net  al  liberty  until  finme^  bMB  «M2ra%  enrog»<  a^vmM  Ihi 

they  had  giYtai  Mr.  BarwelPe  banyan  a  cei^  9md  JUdtard  Bmnoellj  far  differeM  timfweywie* 

tificate  for  lofty  thousand  jrupoes:;  that  in  iidBm^tamduetfWaauawreeonaUedtokim; 

July,  1774,  when  Mr.  Barwell  had  left  Dao  and  thai,  aver  aiaoc  Iheraiaat  a  oertaiitfy  of  hit 

la,  they  luaA  to  Calcutta  to  seek  justice ;  mcyeify'j  ^fqmnimmUt  taking  floee  m  Indimf 

that  Mr.  Barwell  confiaed  tbeaa  in  hns  houaa  fnnn  being  the  mott  inveterate  enenuee,  Ihqf 

atOabatla,aDdaoatlheaihackwideraguanl  were  9am  beeame  the  meet  intkmatt  friende ; 

of  peons  to  Dacca ;  that  in  Deoemberi  1774,  and  that  thie  aeeoufU  toon  taught  them  to  b^ 

on  the  arrival  of  the  gentlemen  from  Europe,  Heve  4key  were  wA  any  nearer  paiiae  from 

ibey  relumed  to  Calcatta,  and  psefeiied  Iheir  timr  jatartkqf  to  CaJaaHa^  than  the^  Jbod  bsM 

osoplaint  to  the  aupreoae  ooorl  of  judieatuse.  b^fara  mt  Daeea,* 

The  hill  «cfaaaeery  filed  •^usmt  Siehaid  When  this  hall  eT  oooqilaint  was,  w  177ft, 

Bmrall,  f  aba  Bhakospaani,  Mid  sthw  ■,  eon-  laid  befbee  Ae  oauaoil,  to  be  tnaiaimttod  to 

tahto  aiaiauto  apadfication  of  the  Tarious  the  oourt  of  diiactows,  Mr.  Dai  isall  oopyhift- 

aols  «f  personal  crudty,  said  to  be  psaatiaed  ed«f  the  iutroduetion  erf* such  a  pa{>er,  and  as* 

by  Mr.  Barwell's  orders,  to  eitort  moDDy  sorted  tiud  he  had  antwered  i»  every  partieeH 

from  these  people.    Among  other  acts  of  a  larqfkon  eolh,  abaat  eighteen  monihe,  mod 

similar  aatiare,  he  is  charged  with  hanringar*  that^  daring  (hit  long  period,  no  attraqX  had 

dared  the  appraiser  of  die  company's  cloths,  hisa  fflode  to  aoniraoertf  rrfuttf  or  even  to  ra» 

who  was  an  old  man,  and  who  asaerts  that  he  pifflok. 


had  fiitthfuUy  aervied  the  cempany  abore  «i>-        fie  did  not,  however,  think  it  proper  to  en> 
tocn  years,  without  the  least  osnsure  on  his     tar  his  answer  -on  the  rooofds  along  with  the 


•eoadnct,  to  be  severely  flogged  without  rea-    bill  of  whose  introduction  he  complained. 

On  the  declarations  made  by  Mr.  Barwell 


in  the  aioaner  of  oonfiniag  the  delftk  with  in  his  minute  (Septenib«r,  1776,)  your 

ton  of  their  servants,  it  is  charged  on  him,  mittee  obsenre,  that,  considering  him  only  as 

that,  "  vAun  he  first  ordered  thmn  to  be  pot  an  individual,  under  prosecution  in  a  court  of 

into  the  etocks,  it  was  at  m  time  whan  the  justice,  it  might  bo  sufficient  for  him  to  es- 

westher  was  exceedingly  bad,  and  the  rain  hibit  his  defence  in  iba  court  where  he  was 

very  hea^y,  widioot  allowing  them  the  least  accused;  but  that  as  a  member  of  government, 

oovering  for  their  heads,  or  any  part  of  their  specifically  charged  before  that  very  govem- 

body,  or  anything  to  raise  them  from  the  wet  meat  widi  fusing  the  powers  of  his  office  in 

ground ;  In  which  condition  they  were  con-  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  and  for  purposes 

tiouedfor  many  hours,  until  the  said  Richard  (as  they  aUege)  highly  corrupt  and  criminal, 

Barwell  4iougfat  proper  to  femove  them  into  a  it  appears  to  your  committee  hardly  sufficient 

far  worse  staAe,  if  poasible,  aa  if  stodymg  to  ex-  to  say  that  be  had  answered  elsewhere.    The 

ereise  themostcniel  acts  ofbarbarity  rn  them,  matter  was  to  go  before  the  court  of  directors, 

Ibc.— *And  that  daring  tiietr  impriaonment  to  wbom  the  <|ueation  of  has  conduct  in  thai 

they  vsere  firequeiitly  carried  to  and  tortured  situation,  a  aitnation  of  the  hi^iest  power  and 

in  die  stodcs,  ia  the  middle  of  the  day,  w4ien  the  trust,  was  as  much  at  least  a  question  of 

sooicfaiiig  heat  of  die  sun  was  insupportable,  state,  as  a  matter  of  redress  to  bo  solely  loft  to 

■eCwithstaadlng  which  they  were  denied  the  the  discretion,  capacity,  or  perseverance  of 

least  covering."    These  men  assert  that  they  mdividuals.    Mr.  BarweU  might  possibly  he 

had  seized  the  company,  without  blame,  for  genwous  enough  to  take  no  advantage  of  his 

dnrty  years—m  period  commencing  kmg  be-  eminent  situation ;  but  these  unfortunate  pe»> 

Isre  thn  power  lof  the  oompany  in  India.  pie  would  rather  look  to  his  power  than  his 

It  was  no  slight  aggravation  of  this  seven-  disposition.    In  general,  a  man  so  drcum- 

tft  diat  the  objects  were  not  young,  nor  of  the  staneed  and  so  diarged  (though  we  do  not 

lowest  ofthe  people,  Who  mi^  by  the  vigour  know  this  to  be  the  case  with  Mr.  Banreil) 

of  dieir  oonstitations,  or  by  the  bafbits  of  faar^  might  easily  contrive,  by  legal  advanlagea,  to 

■hip,  be  ensMed  to  bear  up  against  trsataent  esoape.    The  phdntifrs  being  at  a  great  dia- 

■o  fUl  of  rigour.    They  were  aged  persons,  lanoe  from  die  seat  of  goveinment,  ud  poasi- 

They  were  moa  of  a  reputable  piofsmion.  bly  affeotod  by  fear  or  fatigue,  or  seeing  die 

The  aoeenat  given  by  these  monhanU  af  iaspaosibaity  of  sastsining,  widi  the  nunsof 

lM-iirtioailioytoGakatta,iB9«ly,tTU.  fbrtonea  never  {MifaapB  inenr  opulent,  a  anil 
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•gunst  wealth,  power,  and  infliMDoa,  a  oob-  of  Ibo  trade  «hoiild  aot  fkU  hUo  the  hindi  ^T 

.promise  might  even  take  place,  in  which  cir-  thoee  irho,  with  the  name  and  authority  of  tha 

ounutaaces  might  make  the  complainaDta  go«<eniilig  perraw,  have  each  extensive  con* 

f  ladly  acquieeoe.    But  the  publick  injuiy  aa  traett  in  4heir  habda.    It  appeara  in  tn^ 

not  in  the  least  repaired  hy  the  aoi|uieacenca  deaee,  that  aativea  can  hardiy  trade  -to  lbs 

of  individaals,  as  It  touched  the  honour  of  th6  best  advantage  {your  codnrittee  doubt  wh^ 

very  highest  iparts  of  gorenunenC.    In  the  ther  they  can  trade  to  any  advantage  at  all) 

epinioB  of  yonr  committee^  some  meins  e«i^  if  not  joined  with  mr  ooimtenanced  by  Britiso 

to  have  been  taken  to  hrtng  the  bill  to  a  die*  subjects.     The  directors  were,  in  1776,  so 

oQssioB  on  die  merits ;   or,  supposing  that  strongly  impressed  with  this  notion,  and  con- 

«uch  dccive  coold  not  be  obtained,  by  i^amm  oeived  the  native  merchants  to  have  been  even 

of  any  failore  of  prooeediog  on  the  part  of  the  then  reduced  to  so  low  a  state,  that,  notwith- 

plaintiffs,  some  process  official  or  juridioal,  steading  the  company's  eanMst  desire  of  giv«* 

ought  to  have  been  inMitAted  against  theoi,  ing  them  a  preference^  th^  **  doubt  whetlisf 

wludi  might  prove  them  guilty  of  slfender  and  there  are  at  at  this  time  in  Bengal  nathro 

defamation,  hi  as  aulbentick  m  manner  sdb  they  merchants  possessed  of  property  adequate  to 

had  made  their  eharge  befere  their  cotmoil  as  mieh  undertaking,  or  of  orelit  and  respdM^ 

well  as  the  court.  hiJHlf  sdlBetent  to  make  it  sale  and  ptudentto 

By  the  determination  of  Mr.  Hurst,  and  tnist  them  with  such  sums  as  might  be  i 
the  resolutions  of  the  hoard  of  trade,  it  is  my  to  enable  them  to  ftdfil  their 
much  to  be  apprehended  that  the  native  mer^  ments  with  the  company..'' 
cantile  interest  must  be  efcceediagly  reduced.  The  efieot,  which  so  long  cjoatiijiued  a 
The  above-meationed  resoHitions  of  the  board  nopoly*  ft>Howed  hiy  a  pro-emption,  and  then 
of  trade,  if  executed  k  their  rigour,  must  al-  by  partial  |Arelerences  supported  by  power, 
most  inevitably  aooemplish  Ks  ruin.  The  muM  necomarily  have  in  weakening  the  inei^ 
subsequent  transactions  are  covered  with  an  cantile  capital,  and  disabling  the  merchanls 
obocuriiy  which  year  committee  have  not  from  all  undertakings  of  magnitude,  is  bat 
been  able  to  dispell  All  which  they  can  ooU  too  visfl^e.  However,  a  witness  of  under- 
lect,  but  that  by  no  means  disttnctly,  is,  that  standing  and  credit  does  not  believe  the  capi- 
ta those  who  trade  for  the  company  in  the  tals  of  the  natives  to  be  yet  eo  reduced  ss  to 
articles  of  investmeift,  nwy  also  trade  for  disable  them  from  partaking  in  the  trade,  if 
themselves  in  tbo  sttne  articles,  the  old  op-  they  were  otherwise  able  to  put  themselves 
portunitios  of  cMifbunding  the  capacities  must  on  an  equal  footing  with  Eur<^>san8. 
remain,  and  all  the  oppressions  by  Which  this  The  difficulties  at  the  •utset  will,  how- 
conftision  has  been  attended.  Tbecompaiiy'k  over,  be  considaraMo.  For  the  long  ooih 
investments,  as  the  general  letter  from  Be»-  tiiiUaace  of  abase  has,  in  soom  measure,  eoa- 
gal  of  the  SOth  of  November,  1775,  par.  tS,  formed  the  whole  trade  of  the  country  to  its 
sUtes  the  matter,  "  are  never  at  a  stend ;  ad-  fcl*e  principle.  To  make  a  sudden  change, 
vances  are  made,  and  goods  lune  received  all  tfaerefere,  might  destroy  the  few  advantages 
the  year  round.'*  Balances,  the  grand  insint-  whieh  attend  any  tradOj  without  securing 
ment  of  oppressioQ,  naturally  aeortnulate  on  those  which  must  flow  from  one  established 
poor  manu&ctmws,  #ho  are  intrusted  with  upon  sound  meroantiie  principles,  whenever 
money.  Wherethere  is  not  a  vigorous  rival*  such  a  trade  can  be  established.  Theihctia, 
ship  not  only  tolerated  but  oneonraged,  it  is  that  the  foraible  direction  which  the  trade  of 
impossible  ever  to  redeem  the  manufiwtutera  India  has  had  towards  Europe,  to  the  aegleet^ 
from  the  servitude  indoced  by  those  unpaid  or  rather  to  the  total  abandoning  of  the  Aai- 
balances.  stick,  has,  of  itself,  tended  to  carry  even  the 

No  such  rivabhip  does  exist  e  the  policy  internal  business  from  the  native  merchant, 

practised  and  avowed  is  directly  against  it.  The  revival  of  trade  in  the  native  hands  is  of 

The  reason  assigned  in  the  beard  A  trade's  abaolute  necessity ;  but  your  comsMftee  b  of 

letter  of  the  t8th  of  November,  1778»  ibr  its  opinion,  that  it  will  rather  be  the  efleet  of  a 

making  their  advances  early  in  the  ssasoa,  is,  regular  progressive  oenrse  of  eadeavoura  for 

to  prevent  the  foreign  merahapts  and  private  that  purpose^  th^  of  any  one  regulaliea, 

tradera  mterfwring  with  the  purehase  of  their  however  wisely  coneeired. 
(the  company's)  assortments.    "  They  also        AAer  this  eramination  into  theconditioa  of 

ivfer  to  the  me^ns  takeb  to  prevent  this  ii^  the  trade  and  traders  in  the  principal  artaet* 

terference,  in  their  letter  of  the  S6th  January,  provided  for  the  kivestesnt  to  Europoi 

1779/'    It  is  in^easible  that  the  small  part  cotnOiittee  proceaded  to  take  into 
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tion  those  articles,  Oieprodace  of  which,  after  province  were  assigned  for  thus  prevcntiii| 
sale  in  Bengal,  is  to  form  a  part  of  the  fund  the  course  of  trade  from  the  equitable  distri- 
for  the  purchase  of  other  articles  of  invest-  bution  of  the  advantages  o£  the  produce,  in 
ment,  or  to  make  a  part  of  it  in  kind.  These  which  the  first,  the  poorest,  and  the  mo^t  la- 
are,  Ist,  opium ;  Sdly,  salt-petre ;  and  Sdly,  borious  producer  ought  to  have  his  first  share 
salt.    These  are  all  monopolized.  The  cultivators  (they  add)  would  squander 

part  erf*  the  money,  and  not  be  able  to  corn- 

•^—- »  plete  their  engagements  to  the  full ;  law-suits, 

and  even  battles,  would  ensue  between  the 

opfUM.  Actors,  contending  for  a  deficient  produce, 

and  the  fiurmers  would  discourage  the  culture 

Tub  first  of  the  internal  anthorised  mono-  of  an  object  which  brought  so  much  distur- 

polies  is  that  of  opium.    This  drug,  extract-  banco  into  their  districts.    This  competition, 

ed  from  a  species  of  the  poppy,  is  of  extensive  the  operation  of  which  they  endeavour  to  pre- 

consumption  in  most  of  the  eastern  markets,  vent,  is  the  natural  corrective  of  the  abuse, 

The  best  is  produced  in  the  province  of  Ba-  and  the  best  remedy  which  could  be  applied 

har :    in  Bengal  it  is  of  an  inferiour  sort,  to  the  disorder,  even  supposing  its  probable 

though  of  late  it  has  been  improved.     This  existence. 

monopoly  is  to  be  traced  to  the  very  origin  of  Vpon  whatever  reasons  or  pretences  tlie 
our  influence  in  Bengal.  It  is  stated  to  have  monopoly  of  opium  was  supported,  the  real 
begun  at  Patna  so  early  as  the  year  1761,  but  motive  appears  to  be  the  profit  of  those  who 
it  received  no  considerable  degree  of  strength  were  in  hopes  to  be  concerned  in  it.  As 
or  consistence  until  the  year  1766  ;  when  the  these  profits  promised  to  be  very  considcra- 
acquisition  of  the  DQanny  opened  a  wide  field  ble,  at  length  it  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
fbr  all  projects  of  this  nature.  It  was  then  company  ;  and  after  many  discussicMis,  and 
hdoptoAf  and  owned  as  a  resource  for  persons  various  plans  of  application,  it  was  at  length 
in  office ;  was  managed  chiefly  by  the  civil  taken  for  their  benefit,  and  the  produce  of  the 
servants  of  the  Patna  factory,  and  for  their  sale  ordered  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase 
own  benefit.  The  policy  was  justified  on  the  of  goods  for  their  investment, 
usual  principles  on  which  monopolies  are  In  the  year  177S  it  had  been  taken  out  of 
supported,  and  on  some  peculiar  to  the  com-  the  hands  of  the  council  of  Patna,  and  leased 
modity,  to  the  nature  of  the  trade,  and  to  the  to  two  of  the  natives  ;  but  for  a  year  only, 
state  of  the  country :  the  security  against  The  contractors  were  to  supply  a  certain 
adulteration ;  th»  prevention  of  the  excessive  quantity  of  opiumat  a  given  price.  Half  the 
home  consumption  of  a  peraicioua  drag ;  the  value  was  to  be  paid  to  those  contractors  in 
stopping  an  excessive  competition,  which,  by  advance,  and  the  other  half  on  the  delivery, 
an  over-prsportioned  supply,  would  at  length  The  proceedings  on  this  contract  demon- 
destroy  the  market  abroad ;  the  inability  of  strated  the  futility  of  all  the  principles  on 
the  cultivator  to  proceed  in  an  expensive  and  which  the  mohopoly  was  founded.  The 
precarious  culture,  without  arlarge  advance  of  council,  as  a  part  of  their  plan,  were  obliged, 
capital ;  and  lastly,  the  incapacity  of  private  by  heavy  duties,  and  by  a  limitation  of  the 
merchants  to  supply  that  capital  on  the  feeble  right  of  emption  of  foreign  opium  to  the  con- 
security  of  wretched  &rmers.  tractors  for  the  home  produce,  to  check  the 
These  were  the  principal  topicks  on  which  influx  of  that  commodity  from  the  tcrrttoriss 
the  monopoly  was  supported.  The  last  to-  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  the  rajah  of  Be- 
pick  leads  to  a  serious  consideration  on  the  nares.  In  these  countries  no  monopoly  exi^t- 
state  of  the  country  ;  for  in  pushing  it  the  ed ;  and  yet  there  the  commodity  was  of 
gentleman  argued,  that  in  case  such  private  such  a  quality,  and  so  abundant,  as  to  bear 
merchants  should  advance  the  necessary  capi-  the  duty,  and,  even  with  the  duty,  in  some 
Ul,  the  lower  cultivators  "  mndd  get  money  degree  to  rival  the  monopolist  even  in  hin 
hialmndaneey  Admitting  this  fact,  it  seems  own  market.  There  was  no  complaint  in 
to  be  a  part  of  the  policy  of  this  monopoly  to  those  countries  of  want  of  advances  to  culti- 
prevent  the  cultivator  Grom  obtaining  the  natu-  vatnrs,  or  of  lav^«uits  and  tumults  among  the 
ral  fruits  of  his  labour.  Dealing  with  a  pri-  fkctors ;  nor  was  there  any  appearance  of  the 
vate  merchant  he  could  not  get  money  m  multitude  of  other  evils  which  had  been  so 
obundaneif  unless  his  commodity  oould  pro-  much  dreaded  from  the  vivacity  of  oompeti- 
enre  an  lAundant  profit.  Further  reasons,  tion. 
relative  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  On  the  other  hand,  several  of  the  precau- 
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ti'^nj  mswtad  in  this  contract,  and  repeated  in  most  severely  censared  monopoly  in  ger.o*  ,->i, 

ail  the    tubeequent,  strongly  indicated  the  thought  that  this  monopoly  ought  to  Ite  to 

evils  against  vrhich  it  is  extremely  difficult,  tained ;  but  for  a  reason  which  shows  his 

if  not  impoesible,  to  guard  a  monopoly  of  this  opinion  of  the  wretched  state  of  the  coimtrj' : 

nature,  vod  in  that  country.     For  in  the  first  for  be  supposed  it  impossible,  with  the  power 

contract  entered  into  with  the  two  natives,  it  and  influence  which  must  attend  British  8t:b* 

was  strictly  forbidden  to  compel  the  tenants  jects  in  all  their  transacti<Mis,  that  monopoly 

to  the  cultivation  of  this  drug.    Indeed,  very  could  be  avoided  ;  and  he  preferred  an  avowed 

shocking  rumours  had  gone  abroad,  and  they  monopoly,  which  brought  benefit  to  govern* 

were  aggravated  by  an  opinion  universally  ment,  to  a  virtual  engrossing,  attended  with 

prevalent,  that  even  in  the  season  imme-  profit  only  to  individuals.    But  in  this  opi- 

diately  following  that  dreadful  fiimine,  which  nion  he  did  not  seem  to  be  joined  by  Mr. 

8v-«pt  off  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ben-  Francis,  who  thought  the  suppression  of  this, 

gal,  several  of  the  poorer  &rmers  were  com-  and  of  all  monopolies,  to  be  practicable ;  and 

pelled  to  plough  up  the  fields  they  had  sown  strongly  recommended  their  abolition  in  a 

with  grain,  in  order  to  plant  them  with  pop-  plan  sent  to  the  court  of  directora  the  year  fbl  • 

pies  for  the  benefit    of  the  engrossera  of  lowing. 

opium.  This  opinicHi  grew  into  a  strong  The  coimcil,  however,  sttbmitting  to  the 
presumption,  when  it  was  seen  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  necessity,  endeavoured  tc 
next  year  the  produce  of  opium  (contrary  to  render  that  dubious  engagement  as  benef^ 
what  might  be  naturally  expected  in  a  year  cial  as  possible  to  the  company.  They  be- 
fbllowing  such  a  dearth)  was  nearly  doubled,  f^  by  putting  up  the  contract  to  the  high- 
It  is  true,  that  when  the  quantity  of  land  ne-  est  bidder.  The  proposals  were  to  be  seal- 
Cessary  for  the  production  of  the  largest  quan-  ed.  When  the  seals  came  to  be  opened,  a 
tity  of  opium  is  considered,  it  is  not  just  to  at-  very  extraordinary  scene  appeared.  Every 
tribute  that  famine  to  these  practices,  nor  to  step  in  this  business  develops  more  and  more 
any  that  were  or  could  boused;  yet,  where  the  eflect  of  this  junction  of  publick  monopoly 
such  practices  did  prevail,  they  must  have  and  private  influence.  Four  English  and 
been  very  oppressive  to  individuals,  extremely  ei^t  natives  were  candidates  for  the  contract ; 
insulting  to  the  feelings  of  the  people,  and  three  of  the  English  far  out-bid  the  eight  na- 
Dust  tend  to  bring  great  and  deserved  discredit  tives.  They  who  consider  that  the  natives, 
on  the  British  government.  The  English  from  their  superiour  dexterity,  from  their 
are  a  people  who  appear  in  India  as  a  con-  knowledge  of  the  country  and  (^business,  and 
quering  nation ;  all  dealing  with  them  is,  fix)m  their  extreme  industry,  vigilance,  and 
therefore,  more  or  less  a  dealing  with  power.  paraim<»y,  are  generally  an  over-match  for 
It  is  such  when  they  trade  on  a  private  ac-  Europeans,  and  indeed  are,  and  must  ulti- 
coont ;  and  it  is  much  more  so  in  any  unau-  mately  be  employed  by  them  in  all  transac- 
tborized  monopoly,  where  the  hand  of  govern-  tions  whatsoever,  will  find  it  very  extraordi- 
OKnt,  which  ought  never  to  appear  but  to  nary  that  they  did  not,  by  the  best  ofl^ers, 
protect,  is  felt  as  the  instrument  in  every  act  secure  this  dealing  to  themselves.  It  can  be 
of  oppression.  Abases  must  exist  in  a  trade  attributed  to  this  cause,  and  this  only,  that 
and  a  revenue  so  constituted;  and  there  is  no  they  were  conscious  that  without  power  and 
effectual  cure  for  them  but  to  entirety  cut  off  influence  to  subdue  the  cultivators  of  the  land 
their  cause.  to  their  own  purposes,  they  never  could  af- 
Tbinp  continued  in  this  train  until  the  ford  to  engage  on  the  lowest  possible  terms, 
great  revolution  in  the  company's  govern-  Those  whose  power  entered  into  the  calcula- 
ment  was  wrought  by  the  regulating  act  tion  of  their  profits,  could  offer,  as  they  did 
cf  the  thirteenth  of  the  king.  In  1775  the  offer,  terms  without  comparison  better  :  and 
new  council-general  appointed  by  the  act,  therefore  one  of  the  English  bidders,  without 
took  this  troublesome  businevs  again  into  partiality,  secured  the  preference, 
consideration.  General  Clavering,  Colo-  The  contract  to  this  first  bidder,  Mr.  Grif^ 
ncl  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  expressed  fiths  was  prolonged  from  year  to  year ;  and  as 
such  strong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  this  during  that  time  fi'equcnt  complaint?  wprc 
and  of  all  other  monopolies,  that  the  direc-  made  by  him  to  the  council  board,  on  the 
tors,  in  their  letter  of  the  year  following,  principle  that  the  yeara  answered  very  diffe- 
left  the  council  at  liberty  to  throw  the  trade  rently,  and  that  the  business  of  one  year  ran 
open,  under  a  duty,  if  they  should  find  it  into  the  other,  reasons  or  excuses  were  fiir 
practicable.    Bnt  General  Clavering,  who  nished  for  giving  the  next  contract  to  Mr.  Mac* 
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kenzie  for  tlir«e  yetun.    Thia  third  contraot  dum  appeared  in  its  full  light,  aa  well  at  the 

was  not  put  up  to  auction  as  the  lecoiMi  had  state  of  the  unfortunate  peasants  of  Bengal, 

been,  and  as  this  ought  to  have  bebn.     The  between    such    ri?al  protootore,  where  the 

terms  were  iadeed  sonething  batter  for  the  ploughman,  flyins  from  the  tax-^therer,  is 

company,  and  the  engagamaat  watf  subject  to  obliged  to  take  refuge  under  the  wings  of  the 

jualificatioiis,  which,  though  they  did  not  re-  monopolist.    No  dispute  arises  among  the 

aovo  tlie  ok^ectioii  le  the  breach  of  the  com-  English  subjects,  which  does  not  divulge  the 

pauy's  o^ors,  prevented  the  hands  of  the  di-  misery  of  the  natives ;  when  the  former  are 

rocaors  from  being  tied  up.    A  proviso  was  in  harmony,  all  is  well  with  the  latter, 

iasertsd  ia  the  oontract,  that  it  should  not  be  This  monopoly,  continuing  and  gathering 

in  any  wise  binding  if  the  company,  by  orders  Strength  through  a  succession  of  ocntractors, 

from  home,  should  aker  the  existii^  practice  and  being  probably  a  most  lucrative  dealing, 

with  regard  to  such  dealing.  grew  to  be  every  day  a  greater  object  of  com- 

Whilst  these  things    were  going  on,  the  petition.     ThecouncilofPatna  endeavoured 

evils  which  this  monopoly  was,  ia  show  and  to  recover  the  contract,  or  at  least  the  agency, 

pretence,  lermed  to  prevent,  still  existed  {  and  by  the  most  inviting  terms ;  and  in  this  eager 

those  which  were   naturally  to  be  expected  state  of  mutual  complaint  and  competition 

from  a  BMnG|»ely,  existed  too.    Complaints  between  private  men   and  publick  bodies, 

were  made  of  the  bad  quality  of  the  opium ;  things  continued  until  the  atrival  in  Bengal 

trials  were  made,  and  on  those  trials  the  of  Mr.  Stephen  Sulivan,sonof  Mr.Sulivan, 

opium  was  fouad  fiuiliy.    An  office  of  in-  chairman  of  the  East-India  company,  which 

spection  at  Caksutta,  to  ascertain  its  good-  soon  put  an  end  to  all  strife  and  emulation, 

ness,  was  established,  and  directiotis  given  To  form  a  clear  judgment  on  the  decisive 

to  the  provincial  councils  at  the  places  of  step  taken  at  this  period,  it  is  proper  to  keep 

growth,  tu  citify  the  quantity  and  quality  of  in  view  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  directors 

tj^o  commodity  transmitted  to  tho  presidency,  concerning  monopolies,  against  whidi  they 

In  1776,  notwithstanding  an  engagement  in  had  uniformly  declared  in  the  most  precise 

the  contract  stricdy  prohibiting  all  oompul-  terms ;  they  never  submitted  to  thorn  but  as 

sory  culture  of  the  poppy,  in^mation  was  to  a  present  necessity ;  it  was  theretbre  not 

given  to  a  member  of  the  coancil-general,  necessary  for  them  to  express  any  particular 

Utat  fiekis,  green  with  rioe,  had  been  forcibly  approbation  of  a  clause  in  Mr.  Mackenzie's 

ploughed  vip  to  make  way  for  that  phmt ;  and  contract,  which  was  made  in  iavour  of  their 

that  this  was  done  in  the  presence  of  several  own  liberty.    Every  motive  led  them  to  pre- 

English  eentlemen,  who  beheld  the  spectacle  serve  it.     On  the  security  of  that  clause,  they 

wich  a  just  and  natural  indignation.    The  could  alone  have  suffered  to  pass  over  Uk 

board,  struck  with  this  representation,  orders  silence  (for  they  never  approved)  the  grant  of 

ed  the  council  of  Patna  to  make  an  inquiry  the  contract  which   contained  it,  for  three 

into  the  fact ;  but  your  committee  can  find  no  years.    It  must  also  bo  remembered,  that  they 

return  whatsoever  lo  this  order.    The   om-  had,  from  the  beginning,  positively  directed 

plaints  were  not  solely  on  the  part  of  the  cul-  that  the  contract  should  be  put  up  to  publick 

livators  against  the  contractor.     The  eon-  auction ;  and  this  not  having  been  done  in 

tractor   for   opium   made    loud  complaints  Mr.  Mackenzie's  case,  they  severely  repri- 

against  the  inferioar  collectors  of  the  landed  uonded  the  govemour-general  and  council, 

revenue,  stating  their  undue  and  vexatious  in  their  letter  of  the  2dd  of  December,  1778. 

exactions  from  the  cultivators    of  opium;  The  court  of  directors  were  perfectly  right 

their  throwing  these  unfiMtunato  people  into  in  showing  themselves  tenacious  of  this  regu- 

prison  upon  frivolous  pretences,  by  which  the  lation ;  not  so  much  to  secure  the  best  practi- 

tenants  were  ruined,  and  the  contractor's  ad-  cable  revenue  from  their  monopoly  whilst  it 

vances  lost.    He  stated,  that  if  the  contrao-  existed;  but  for  a  much  more  essential  rea- 

tor  should  interfere  in  favour  of  the  cultivator,  son ;  that  is,  from  the  corrective,  which  this 

ti'.an  a  deficiency  would  be  caused  to  appear  method  administered  to  that  monopoly  itself; 

in  UJ  landed  revenues,  and  that  defiaency  it  prevented  the  British  contractor  from  be- 

would  be  charged  on  his  interposition ;  he  de-  coming  doubly  terrible  to  the  natives,  when 

sired,  therefore,  that  the  culUvators  of  opium  they  alrauld  see,  that  his  contract  was  in  efiect 

should  be  taken  out  of  the  general  system  of  a  granit  and  therefore  indicated  particular 

the  landed  revenue,  and  put  under  "  his  jore-  &vour  and  private  influence  with  the  ruling 

ytcHon,**    Here  the  effect  naturally  to  be  ex-  members  of  an  absolute  government. 

oCed  from  the  clashing  of  inconsistent  rev^  On  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Mackenzie's 
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tem,  aad  bat  «  Aw  nmlhg  «aw  Mr.  SuU-  but  tbs  banifit  of  ibe  oonirwtor,  Md  lor  tbn 

«aui*s  wriTBl,  the^ufmof  yui^l  (•«  if  4ba  jMirpoM  tbe  colkiiiid*  ibown  ia  «jl  the  profi* 

m«trirt  iw—  >  matUg  of  pitwif  t»  Md  aot  ti<wiiowildattt  baeieedad.    On*  of  Uit  fint 

of  dMling)  jMtebed  i^MW  Air.  SalivUf  M  Uw  thingii  Ibntstnick  Mr.  Hastings  ma  bteniib 

fnnpm  pwMo  ibr  tbo  ■■ninMit  of  an  £m  ^ift,  wai  th«  IvgoneM  of  Um  penalty, 


this  critical  eonoem.    Mr.  Sulivai^  iboufh     »bicb  iw  bad  on  fonaar  oocaaiont  MttM  as 
apacfectotgangartoBongaVaadio  tbatoort,     tbaianotionof  tbaooatract^  tluabe  nowdia- 


aadallaortsaf  local«onua«roa,aiadBiiadilS-    eoifared  to  be  ao  groat  ai  to  be  likely  to  flrua- 
culty  of  aooepliBg  it.    Tbe  goyeraoui  gene      trata  ita  end  by  tbe  iapesiibility  of  reoorer- 


«al  waa  ao  fearfiil  tbat  bis  traenoliifee  ia  tUi    ing  so  large  a  sum.    How  a  hxgt  penalty 
be  Biistsbf,  or   tbat  tbe    -canprereat  tbe  ceooTery  ^sny,  even  tbe 


snallest  suspicion  aboald  arise  of  bis  sttend  smallest  part  «f  it,  is  not  quite  apparent.    In 

iagto  tbecoa^May's  oedara,  tbat,ftr^ma  pat-  so  rest  a  coaoem  as  tbat  of  <^iuin,  a  frand, 

lii^  up  tbe  oonlract  (wbacb  onaooount  of  its  wbicb  at  first  riew  may  not  ^vpear  of  mucb 

kaawn  profits  bad  baoesM  tbe  abject  ^  sneb  iasportanoa,  and  wbacb  saay  be  very  difficult 

pisMit)  tafmhHrk  mmlitm,hiB  did  not  wait  fer  in  tbe  disoovery,  may  easi^  counterbalance 

racairii^  ao  mucb  as  a  jwiiiirfiy>yess<  frea  tberadueed  penalty  in  ibis  contract,  wbicb 

Mr.  Sulivaa.    The  secretary  petvaived,  1^  was  settled  in  &four  of  Mr.  SuliTia,  at 

ia  tbe  raogb  draft  of  ibe  oontraot,  iM  «bl  ra-  about  tO,OOQI. 

caial  of  a  proposal  to  tbe  board  was  insorlnd  Monopolies  were  (as  dm  bouse  bas  oboerr- 

asaBBattarofoourBa,fautwM  contrary  to  tbe  ed)  only  tolerated  evils,  aod  at  best  upon  trial  { 

iact;  lie  liierelbre  remarked  it  to  Mr.  Ha»>  a  clause,  tberelbre,  was  inserted  in  the  con- 

tiags.  Mr.  Ilaiitings,  with  great  indiferenoe,  tracts  to  Mackaaxie,  annulling  the  obligation, 

ordered  tbat  recital  to  be  imifftrf;    and  tbe  if  the  court  of  directors  abould  resolve  to  abol- 

omiasion,  with  tbe  reamrk  tbat  led  to  it,  baa,  isb  the  monopoly ;  but  at  tbe  request  of  Mr. 

with  tbe  aaaw  easy  inriiffnrimno,  been  aaat  Sulivan,  tbe  contract  was,  without  difficulty, 

over  to  bis  mastaia.  purged  of  this  obnoxious  clause.    The  term 

The  fovemour-general  and  coancil  dedare  was  made  absohito ;  the  monopoly  rendered 

themselves  apprelmwivo,  Chat  Mr.  SuUvaa  irrevocable,  and  the  discretion  of  the  directors 

might  be  a  loser  hf  his  bargaia  upon  account  wholly  excluded.    Mr.  Hastings  declared  the 

of  troubles,  which  diey  snpposed  eoistod  ia  reeerved  condition  to  be  no  longer  necessary, 

tbe  eeoatry,  which  was  the  objea  of  it.     This  "because  tbe  directors  had  approved  the  mono- 

wa3  the  laore  indulgent,  becauee  the  ooatra^  poly>" 

tor  was  toleimhiy  secured  against  all  kasea.  The  chie&  and  councils  at  the  principal 

Be  raoeived  a  certain  price  for  his  eommodi*  factories  had  beea  diligod  to  certify  tbe  quan- 

ty ;  but  he  was  not  obliged  to  pay  any  cetiaia  tity  and  quality  of  the  opium  before  its  trana- 

piice  to  tbe  oultivator,  who,  having  no  other  port  to  Calcutu ;  and  their  oontroul  over  the 

market  than  his,  must  seU  it  to  him  at  his  ooatractor  had  been  assigned  as  thereason  for 

own  terms.    Hewaatoreoeifehalf  theyeai^  not  leaving  to  those  factories  the  manage- 

ly  payment  by  mdwrnce;  and  be  was  aot  saent  of  this  monopoly.    Now  things  were 

ebligod  to  advance  to  tbe  cultivator  aaora  changed.   Orders  were  sent  to  discontinue  this 

ifaan  what  he  thought  expedieat ;  but  if  this  measure  of  invidious  precaution ;  and  tbe 

sbookinotbeenoi^b,hemigbt(ifhepleaaad)  opiimi  was  sent  to  Calcutta,  without  any 

^aw  the  wbols  payment  belbre  the  total  deli,  thing  done  to  ascertain  its  quality,  or  even  its 

very ;  such  were  the  terms  of  the  engagement  quantity. 

with  bim.  Ho  is  a  contractor  of  a  new  qio-  An  office  of  inspection  had  been  also  ap- 
cies»  who  employs  no  capital  whatsoever  of  bis  pointed  to  examine  the  quality  of  tbe  opium, 
owB,  and  Ina  the  market  of  oompulaion  at  his  on  its  delivery  at  the  capital  settlement.  In 
Mtire  command.  Bat  all  tbeae  secwitiea  order  to  ease  Mr.  Sulivan  from  this  trouble- 
ware  not  sufficient  ibr  the  aaxious  attention  of  some  fbnaality,  Mr.  Hastings  abolished  the 
the  supreme  council  to  Mr.  Sulivan's  w^  office ;  so  thai  Mr.  Sulivan  was  then  totally 
Are;  Mr.  Havtmgs bad  before  given  him  tbe  freed  from  all  examination  or  controu I  wbat^ 
eonlract  without  any  proposal  on  bis  pail;  soever,  either  first  or  last. 
and  to  asdce  their  gift  perfect,  in  a  second  in-  These  axtraoidinary  changes  in  favour  of 


stanoe  they  proceed  a  step  beyond  thek  fiv-    Mr.  Sulivan  were  attended  with  losses  to  oth- 
ill  precedent,  and  they  aoatraet  with  Mr.    ars,  and  seem  to  have  excited  mudi  discontent. 


Sulivaa  for /ear  years.  This  discontent  it  was  necessary  m  some  man- 

Natbii^  i^ipeam  tob»va  basn  flonsidesed    nsr  to  appesse.    The  vendue  master,  who 
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was  deprived  of  his  accustomed  duea  on  the  oommodity  on  the  company's  aoeo  mt,  to  the 

publick  sales  of  the  opium  by  the  private  market  of  Canton.     The  council  alleged  that 

dealing,  made  a  formal  complaint  to  the  board  the  Dutch  being  driven  from  Bengal,  and  the 

against  thb  as  well  as  other  proceedings  rela-  aoas  being  infested  with  privateers,  this  com- 

tive  to  the  same  business.    He  attributed  the  modify  had  none,  or  a  very  dull  and  depre- 

private  sale  to  *'  reoaoM  o/*  statt;**  and  this  ciated  demand. 

strong  reflection,  both  on  the  board  of  trade  Had  this  been  true,  Mr  Hastings's  conduct 

and  the  council  board,  was  passed  over  with-  could  admit  of  no  excuse.    He  ought  not  to 

out  observation.    Ho  was  quieted  by  appoints  burden  a  fiiUing  market  by  long  and  heavy  en- 

ing  him  to  the  duty  of  these  tery  inspectors,  gagoments.    He  ought  studiously  to  have  kept 

whose  office  had  been  just  abolished  as  useless,  in  hb  power  the  means  of  proportioning  the 

The  house  will  judge  of  the  efficacy  of  the  re-  ■upply  to  the  demand.    But  his  arguments, 

vival  of  this  office,  by  the  motives  to  it,  and  uid  those  of  the  council  on  thnt  occasion,  do 

by  Mr.  Hastings  giving  that  to  ene  as  a  com'  not  deserve  the  smallrat  attention.    Facts,  to 

peruationt  which  had  been  executed  by  seve-  which  there  is  no  testimony  but  the  assertion 

ral  as  a  duty.    However,  the  orders  for  tak-  of  those  who  produce  them  in  apology  for  the 

ing  away  the    precautionary  inspection  at  ill  consequences  oftheir  own  irregular  actions, 

Patna,  still  remained  in  force.  cannot  be  admitted.    Mr.  Hastings  and  the 

Some  benefits,  which  had  been  given  to  for-  Council  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  that  bu- 
rner contractors  at  the  discretion  of  the  board,  siness ;  the  court  of  directors  bad  wholly  taken 
were  no  longer  held  under  that  loose  indul-  the  management  of  opium  out  of  his  and  their 
gence,  but  were  secured  to  Mr.  Sulivan  by  hands,  and  by  a  solemn  adjudication  fixed  it 
his  contract.  Other  indulgences  of  a  lesser  in  the  board  of  trade.  But  after  it  had  con- 
nature,  and  to  which  no  considerable  objec-  tinued  there  some  years,  Mr.  Hastings,  a 
tion  could  be  made,  wore,  on  the  application  little  before  his  grant  of  the  monopoly  to 
of  a  Mr.  Benn,  calling  himself  his  attorney,  Mr.  Sulivan,  thought  proper  to  reverse  the 
granted.                                                         «  decree  of  his  masters,  and  by  his  own  authori- 

Your  committee  examining  Mr.  Higginson,  ty  to  recall  it  to  the  council.  By  this  step  he 
late  a  member  of  the  board  of  trade,  on  that  become  responsible  for*  all  the  consequences, 
subject,  were  informed  that  this  contract,  very  The  board  of  trade  appear  indeed  to  merit 
soon  afler  the  making  was  generally  under-  reprehension  for  disposing  of  the  opium  by 
stood  at  Calcutta  to  have  been  sold  to  this  Mr.  private  contract,  as  by  that  means  the  unerring 
Benn,  but  he  could  not  particularise  the  sum  standard  of  the  publick  market  cannot  be  ap- 
for  which  it  had  been  assigned ;  and  that  Mr.  plied  to  it ;  but  they  justiBed  themselves  by 
Benn,  had  afterwards  sold  it  to  a  Mr.  Young,  their  success.  And  one  of  their  members  in- 
By  this  transaction  it  appears  clearly  that  the  formed  your  committee  that  their  last  sale  had 
contract  was  given  to  Mr.  Sulivan  for  no  been  a  good  one ;  and,  though  he  apprehend- 
other  purpose  than  to  supply  him  with  a  sum  od  a  fall  in  the  next,  it  was  not  such  as,  in  the 
of  money ;  and  the  sale  and  resale  seem  opinion  of  your  committee,  could  justify  the 
strongly  to  indicate  that  the  reduction  of  the  council-general  in  having  recourse  to  untriod 
penalty,  and  the  other  favourable  conditions,  and  hazardous  speculations  of  commerce.  It 
were  not  granted  for  his  ease  in  a  business  appears  that  there  must  have  been  a  market, 
which  he  never  was  to  execute,  but  to  height-  and  one  sufficiently  lively.  They  assign  as 
en  the  value  of  the  object  which  he  was  to  a  reason  of  this  assigned  dullness  of  demand, 
sell.  Mr.  Sulivan  was  at  the  time  in  Mr.  that  the  Ehitch  had  been  expelled  from  Bengal, 
Hastings's  family,  accompanied  him  in  his  and  could  not  carry  the  usual  quantity  to  Ba- 
progresses,  and  held  the  office  of  judge-advo-  tavia.  But  the  Danes  wore  not  expelled  from 
cate.  Bengal,  and  Portuguese  ships  traded  tliere  : 

The  monopoly  given  for  these  purposes,  neither  of  them  were  interdicted  at  Batavia, 

thus  permanently  secured,  all  power  of  refor«  and  the  trade  to  the  Eastern  ports  was  free 

mation  cut  off,  and  almost  every  precaution  to  them.    The  Danes  actually  applied  for, 

against  ftaud  and  oppression  removed,  the  su-  and  obtained  an  increase  of  the  quantity  to 

prsme  council  found,  or  pretended  to  find,  which  their  purchases  had  been  limited ;  and, 

that  the  commodity  for  which  they  had  Just  as  they  asked  so  they  received  tliis  indulgence 

made  sudb  a  contract,  was  not  a  saleable  arti-  as  a  great  &vour.  It  does  not  appear  that  (bey 

cle ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  opinion  or  were  not  very  ready  to  supply  the  place  of  the 

pretence,  entered  upon  a  daring  speculation,  Dutch.    On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  doubt 

hitherto  unthought  of,  that  of  sending  the  that  the  Dutch  wouM  most  gladly  receive  an 
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article ooBTonieaBt,  if  not  niriniMy,  to  the  cir-  ummI  emporium  of  Eurppetn  nalioiui.    This 

culalioD  of  thfBir  comraeroe,  from  the  Dumo,  amplo,  and  not  iUorea«M>c<l  theoretical  peribr- 

or  nnder  any  name ;  nor  waa  it  fit  that  tJie  mance  (though  not  altogether  new,  either  in 

compaoj  dwuld  lue  an  extreme  strictneas  in  specula^on  or  attempt)  ended  by  a  practical 

any  inquiry  cooceraing  the  neceaaary  di8po>  prop06iti<Mi,  very  short  indeed  of  the  ideas 

sal  of  one  of  their  own  staple  commodities,  opened  in  the  preliminary  discourse,  but  better 

The  supply  of  the  Canton  treasury  with  adapted  to  the  immediate  efioct.  It  was,  that 
funds  lor  the  prorision  of  the  next  year's  Chi-  the  company  should  undertake  the  sale  of  its 
oa  inTestment  was  the  ground  of  this  plan,  own  opitun  in  China,  and  commit  the  manage- 
But  the  council-general  appear  still  to  hare  menl  of  the  business  to  the  memorialist,  who 
the  particular  advantage  of  Mr.  Sulivan  in  offered  to  furnish  them  with  a  strong  armed 
rir*  ;  and,  not  satisfi^  with  breaking  so  ma-  ship  lor  that  purpose.  The  offer  was  aocept- 
ay  of  the  company's  orders  for  that  purpose,  ed ;  and  the  agreement  made  with  him  for  the 
to  make  the  contract  an  object  saleable  to  the  transport  of  two  thousand  chests, 
greatest  advantage,  were  obliged  to  transfer  A  proposal  by  another  person  wks  made  the 
their  personal  partiality  from  Mr.  Sulivan  to  July  following  the  date  of  this  project ;  it  ap- 
the  contract  itself,  and  to  hand  it  over  to  the  pears  to  have  been  early  in  the  formal  delive- 
assignees  throogh  all  their  successions,  ry  at  the  board ;  this  was  for  the  export  of  one 
When  the  opium  was  delivered,  the  duties  and  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  chests, 
emolumoita  of  the  contractor  ended ;  but  (it  This  too  was  accepted,  but  with  new  condi- 
appears  from  Mr.  Williamson's  letter,  18th  lions  and  restrictions :  for  in  so  vast  and  new 
October,  1781,  and  it  is  not  denied  by  the  coun-  an  undertaking,  great  difficulties  occurred. 
ciUgeneral)  this  new  scheme  /undated  tkem  In  the  first  place,  all  importation  of  that  com- 
ititk  a  prtUa^  of  making  him  broker  for  Cftt-  modity  is  rigorously  forbidden  by  the  laws  of 
na  uiveMtmenlj  with  the  pnifit  of  a  new  eommiO'  China.  The  impropriety  of  a  political  tr^ 
$ion — to  what  amount  does  not  appear ;  but  der,  who  is  lord  over  a  great  empire,  being 
bere  their  constant  and  vigilant  observer,  the  concerned  in  a  contraband  trade  upon  his  own 
vcndu»-master,  met  them  again :  they  seem-  account,  did  not  seem  in  the  least  to  affect 
ed  to  live  in  no  small  terrour  of  this  gentl»-  them  ;  but  they  were  struck  with  the  obvious 
man.  To  satisfy  him  for  the  loss  of  his  fee,  danger  of  subjecting  their  goods  to  seizure  by 
to  which  he  vras  entitled  upon  the  publick  sale,  the  vastness  of  the  prohibited  import.  To 
they  gnve  him  also  a  commission  of  one  per  secure  the  larger  adventure,  they  require  of 
oent.  on  the  investment.  Thus  was  this  ob-  the  China  factory  that  colonel  Watson's  ship 
ject  loaded  with  a  double  commission ;  and  shouU  enter  the  port  of  Canton  as  an  armed 
every  act  of  partiality  to  one  person  produced  sfttp,  (they  would  not  say  a  ship  of  war,  though 
a  chargeable  compensation  to  some  other  for  that  must  be  meant,)  that  her  cargo  should 
the  injustice  that  such  partiality  produced,  not  be  reported ;  they  also  ordered  that  other 
Nor  was  this  the  whole.  The  discontent  and  measures  should  be  adopted  to  secure  this  pro- 
envy,  excited  by  this  act,  went  infinitely  fur-  hibited  article  from  seizure, 
tber  than  to  those  immediately  affected,  and  If  the  cargo  shouki  gel  in  safo,  another  dan- 
something  or  other  was  to  be  found  out,  to  sat-  ger  was  in  view— the  overloading  the  Chinese 
iafy  as  many  as  possible.  market  by  a  mpply  beyond  the  demand :  for 

As  soon  as  it  was  discovered  that  the  coun-  it  is  obvious  that  contraband  trade  must  exist 

cil  entertained  a  design  of  opening  a  trade  on  by  small  quantities  of  goods  poured  in  by  in- 

those  principles,  it  immediately  engaged  the  tervols,  and  not  by  great  importations  at  one 

attention  of  such  as  had  an  interest  in  specu-  time.     To  guard  against  this  inconvenience, 

lations  of  freight.  they  divide  their  second,  though  the  smaller 

A  memorial  seems  to  have  been  drawn  ear-  adventure,  into  two  parts  ;  one  of  which  was 

h ,  as  it  is  dated  on  the  39th  of  March,  though  to  go  to  the  markets  of  the  barbarous  uAiives, 

it  was  not  the  first  publickly  presented  to  the  which  inhabit  the  coast  of  Malacca,  where  the 

faoaid.    This  memorial  was  presented  on  the  chanced'  of  its  being  disposed  of  by  robbery  or 

17th  of  September,  1781,  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  sale  were  at  least  equal.    If  the  opium  should 

conformably  (as  he  says)  to  the  desire  of  the  be  disposed  of  there,  the  produce  was  to  be 

govemoor-general ;  and  it  contained  a  long  invested  in  merchandise  siJeable  in  China,  or 

elaborate  dusertation  on  the  trade  to  China;  in  dollars,  if  to   be  had.     The  other  part 

tending  to  prove  the  advantage  of  extending  (about  one  half)  was  to  go  in  kind  directly  to 

the  sale  of  English  manufoctures  and  other  the  port  of  Canton. 

goods  to  the  ni>rth  of  that  country ,-beyond  the  The  dealing  at  this  time  seemed  cloaad ;  but 
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the  genttemen  who  chartered  the  ehipe,  riwy  »  eaaoiidvy  eoneidancion— their  prSmarr  Ah^ 
recollecting  something,  applied  anew  to  the  ject  was  the  adventure  of  opinin.  To  Ihie 
board  furnished  with  cannon  firom  the  comp^  tbey  wore  permanently  allnchedi  and  w«re 
ny^s  ordnance.  Some  was  delivered  to  thflan ;  obliged  to  attend,  to  its  final  destiuatioa. 
but  the  office  of  ordnance  (so  heavily  eipeo-  The  dificulty  of  disposing  of  the  opina^ 
sire  to  the  company  )  was  not  sufficient  to  aoooiding  to  thu  project,  being  thus  got  aver, 
spare  a  few  iron  guns  for  a  merchant  ship,  a  material  preliminary  difficulty  still  stood  in 
Orders  were  given  to  cast  a  few  cannon :  and  the  way  of  the  whole  scheme.  Theconlfao> 
an  application  made  to  Madras,  at  a  thousand  tor  or  bis  aasi^sees  were  to  be  paid.  The 
miles  distance,  for  the  rest.  Madras  answers,  company's  treasure  was  wholly  oihausted,  and 
that  they  cannot  exactly  comply  with  the  ro*  even  its  credit  was  exceedingly  strained.  The 
quisitlon ;  but  still  the  board  at  Bengal  Aopes  latter,  however,  was  the  hotter  resource,  and 
better  things  from  them  than  they  promise,  and  to  this  they  Resolved  to  apply.  They  there- 
flatter  themselves  that,  with  their  assistance,  fere,  at  diffisnnt  times,  opened  two  loans  of 
they  shall  properly  arm  a  ship  of  thirty-two  one  hundrsd  thousand  pmmds  each ;  the  first 
guns.  was  rsserved  for  the  company's  servants,  civj  i 

Whilst  these  dispositions  were  makings,  the  and  military,  to  be  distributed  in  shares  aosor- 

first  proposer,  perceiving  advantages  from  the  ding  to  their  rank ;  the  other  was  more  general, 

circuitous  voyage  of  the  second,  which  had  The  terms  <^  both  loans  were,  that  the  risk  of 

escaped  his  (Anenrati<m,  to  make  amends  for  the  voyage  was  to  be  on  aoooiml  of  the  ooni» 

his  first  omission,  improved  both  on  his  own  pany.    The  payment  was  to  be  in  bills  (ata. 

proposal  and  on  that  of  the  person  who  had  rate  of  eichaage  settled  from  the  supercargoee 

Improved  on  him.    He  therefore  applied  for  al  Canton)  upon  the  same  company.  Inwhat- 

leave  to  take  two  hundred  and  fifty  chests  on  Over  proportion  the  adventure  should  &il,.  ei-^ 

his  own  account,  which  he  said  could  "  be  ther  in  the  ships  not  safely  arriving  in  China, 

readily  di$po9td  q/*  at  the  several  places  where  «r  otherwise,  in  that  proportion  Uie  auhscrif> 

it  was  necessary  for  the  ship  to  touch  for  wood  bms  were  to  content  themselves  with  the  com?* 

and  water,  or  intelligence,  during  her  intended  pany's  bonds  far  tlieir  money,  bearing  eight 

voyage  through  the  eastern  idands,**  As  aoor-  per  cant,  interest.    A  share  in  this  subscrip- 

rcctive  to  this  extraordinary  request,  he  assure  tion  was  thought  exceeding  <tosirablc ;  for  Mr. 

ed  the  board  that  if  he  should  meet  with  any  Hastings  writer  (rom  Benares,  where  he  wae 

unexpected  delay  at  these  markets,  he  would  employed  in  the  manner  already  reported,  and 

■end  their  cargo  fo  its  destination,  having  s^  hereafler  to  be  obsurvod  upon,  requesting  that 

cured  a  awiJi-MoiliKfr  sloop  fbr  the  proteetiim  of  the  subscription  should  be  left  open  to  his  o(fi» 

his  ship  ;  and  this  sloop  he  proposed  in  such  oers,  who  were  employed  in  the  military  ope- 

a  case  to  leave  behind.    Such  an  extraordin^  rations  against  Cheyt  Sing ;  and,  accordingly, 

ry  eagerness  to  deal  in  opium  lets  in  another  three  majors,  seven  captains,   twenty-threo 

view  of  the  merits  of  the  alleged  dullness  of  lieutenants,  the  surgeon  belonging  to  the  do* 

tho  market,  on  which  this  trade  was  undertar  tachment,  and  two  civil  servants  of  high  rank, 

ken  for  tho  company's  account.  who  attended  him,  were  admitted  to  subscribe. 

The  council,  who  had  with  great  oondesoen-  Bills  upon  Europe  without  interest  are  al- 
sion  and  official  facility,  consented  to  every  ways  preferred  to  the  company's  bonds,  even 
demand  hitlierto  nmde,  were  not  reluctant  with  at  the  high  interest  allowed  in  lulia.  They 
regard' to  this  last.  The  quantity  of  opium  are  indeed  so  greedily  sought  there,  and  (he- 
required' by  the  freighters,  and  the  permission  cause  they  tend  to  bring  an  immediate  and 
of  a  trading  voyage,  were  gnuited  without  vinble  distress  in  Leadenhall-street)  so  much 
hesitation.  Tho  cargn  having  become  far  more  dreaded  here,  that  by  an  act  of  parliament  tho 
valuable  by  this  small  infhsion  of  private  in-  company's  servants  are  restricted  from  draw- 
terest;  the  armament,  which  was  deemed  sufS*  ing  bills  beyond  a  certain  amount  upon  the 
ficient  to  defond  the  company's  large  share  of  company  in  England, 
the  adventure,  was  now  discovered  to  be  un-  In  Bkmgal  they  have  been  restrained  to 
equal  to  the  protection  of  the  whole.  For  about  ono  hundred  and  eighQr  thousand  pounds 
the  convoy  of  these  two  ships  the  eouncil  hire  annually^  The  legislature,  influenced  morn 
and  arm  another.  How  they  were  armed,  or  strongly  with  the  same  apprehensions,  has  re» 
whether  in  fkct  they  were  properly  armed  at  strained  the  direelors,  as  the  directors  hw« 
tlV,  dbes  not  appear.  It  is  true  that'  the  woh  restrained  their  nsrvants;  and  have  gone  no 
premecouncil  proposed  that  these  ships  should  fbr  as  to  call  in  the  pownr  of  the  lords.of  the 
also  convey  supplies  to  Madras ;  bur  this  was  trsasorx-  to  authorixa  the  acceptance  of  aav 
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WHi  kefond  an  aaMOBl  pwrib^d  in  lh»    OQMp«Djr>  aot  Uw  Enflisb,  which  must  pr»» 

t«r«»;  particularly  IB  A  coouDodi;>, 


The  ialae  principlea  of  this  uimim.aulito    «hieh»  if  wiihlMld  firom  thorn  at  their  markat 
tranMctioa  (to  apeak  of  it  in  tiM  naldBat     prica,  thej  cao^  wheoever  they  please,  be 


i)  ware  too  groaa  not  to  be  viaiMato  taiaof  porehMangaaacondenuiedoojitrabejuL 

tbote  who  coBtriireil  it.    Thai  the  eoaapaaj  There  are  two  further  circumstances  in  thia 

ahouM  be  made  to  borrow  aocfa  a  aoai  aa  two  transaction,  which  strongly  mark  its  charao- 

hnndrad  thooaand  poumb*  at  eight  per  cent,  ter ;  the  first  ia,  thai  this  adrenture  to  China 

(or  terms  deemed  by  the  company  to  ba  was  not  recommended  to  them  by  the  factory,  of 

)  in  order  first  to  buy  a  coonaodity,  r»>  Canton ;  it  was  dangerous  to  attempt  it  witl^ 


presented  by  themselves  as  depreciated  in  ita  out  their  prerious  advice,  and  an  assuranaa 

oniiBary  market,  in  order  afterwaids  to  carry  grounded  on  the  state  of  the  market,  and  tha 

oao-haif  of  it  through  a  cireoitooa  trading  dispoaitiona  of  thegoveVnment,  that  ibe  man* 

voyage ;  depending  for  its  ukimato  inciooi  >ur«>  in  •  commercial  light,  would  be  profits^ 

OB  the  pffudent  and  fortunate  management  of  1^  or  at  least  safe.    Neither  was  that  &p* 

tiwo  or  three  sales,  and  purchases  and  r»-aalea  <^  applied  to  on,  the  state  of  the  billa» 

of  goods,  and  the  chance  of  two  or  three  nsar^  which,  upon  their  own  account,  they  might 

kats,  with  all  the  risks  of  sea  and  onamy,  was  be  obliged  to  draw  upon  Europe,  at  a  time 

pUttlynoimdertakingfersuchabody.    The  when  the  council  of  Bengal  direct  them  ta 

aetivi^,  private  interest,  and  tha  sharp  aye  of  <lraw  bills  to  so  enormous  an  amount, 

ponoail  superintendency,  may  now  and  tboa  "^^  socond  remarkable  circumstance  is, 

sueceei  in  such  projects ;  but  tha  remote  in-  that  the  boaxd  of  trade  in  Calcutta  (the  pro- 

spection  and  onwieUy  movemcttta  of  great  P*  administrator  of  all  that  relates  to  tha 

piiblic  bodies  can  find  nothing  but  loas  in  company's  investment)  does  not  seem  to  hava 

them.      Their  gains,  comparatively  small,  (>▼«  its  approbation  to  the  project,  or  to 

oogfat  to  be  upon  sure  grounds ;  but  here  (aa  ^"^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  consulted  upon  it.     The  sala 

(he  council  states  the  matter)  the  private  trap-  of  opium  had  been  adjudged  to  the  board  of 

der  actually  declines  to  deal ;  whidi  is  a  proof  ^^^^  ^r  t^o  express  purpose  of  selling  it  in 

more  than  necessary  to  demonsUte  the  extrenr.e  Bengal,  not  in  China ;  and  of  employing  the 

im|»tidcnce  of  such  an  undertaking  on  tho  produce  of  such  sale  in  the  manufactures  of 

company's  account.    Still  stronger  and  equal-  ^  country,  in  which  iho  original  commodity 

ly  obrious  objections  lay  to  that  member  of  was  produced.     On  the  whole,  it  appears  a 

the  project,  which  regards  the  introduction  of  mw""  trading  speculaf  icn  of  the  counci  I ,  invade 

a  contraband  commodity  into  China,  sent  at  ing  (^m  departmoit  of  otliery,  without  lights 

socb  a  risk  of  seizure,  not  only  of  tho  immo-  of  its  own,  without  authority,  or  information 

diate  object  to  be  smuggled  in,  but  of  all  tho  ^roro  any  other  quarter.     In  a  commercial 

company's  property  in  Canton,  and  possibly  ▼»«'»»  »*  straitened  the  company's  investment, 

at  a  hazard  to  the  existence  of  the  British  foo-  to  which  it  was  destined;  as  a  measure  of 

Ifiry  at  that  port.  finance,  it  is  a  contrivance,  by  which  a  mono- 

*  It  ij  stated,  indeed,  that  a  monopolizing  Hy.  fo"n«l  ^r  ^  increase  of  revenue,  in- 

oimipany  in  Canton,  called  the  Cohong,  had  ■*<«<*  of  becoming  one  of  its  resources,  in- 

rtducoJ  commerce  there  to  a  deplorable  state,  ▼o^^«»  the  treasury,  in  the  first  instance,  ia 

sad  haJ  rendered  the  gains  of  private  mer-  *debt  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds, 

chants,  eitlier  in  opium  or  any  thing  also,  so  If  Mr.  Hastings,  on  the  expiration  of 

■naU  and  so  precarious,  that  they  weiv  no  ^f*  Mackenzie's  contract,  (the  advantages  of 

hmgw  able,  by  purchasing'  that  article,  to  '^*»><*  to  the  company  had  been  long  doubt- 

fiwaiA  the  company  with  money  for  a  China  ^'.)  *»^  P"*  himself  in  a  situation  to  do  hia 

imrestaieot.     For  this  purpoao,  tha  person  <l«ty,  some  immediate  loss  to  tho  revenue 

whose  proposal  is  accepted,  doclares  his  pro-  ''ould  have  been  the  worst  consequence  of  tha 

ject  to  be  to  set  up  a  monopoly  on  tbe  part  of  »»eg«i  depreciation ;  probably  it  would  not 

the  company  agaiittt  tha  monopoly  of  the  h^e  been  considerable.    Mr.  Mackenzie*^ 

Chincae  raeichanto;  but  as  the  Chineoe  mo-  contract,  which  at  first  was  for  three  years, 

oopoly  .is  at  home,  and  supported  (as  tha  *>«*  *>•«  only  renewed  for  a  year.    Had  tha 

minute  referred  to  asserts)  by  the  oountry  Mm©  course  been  pursued  with  Mr.  Sullivan, 

mgJTtmfnt ;  it  is  plain  it  is  tbs  Chioeaa  they  would  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  adopt 

some  plan,  which  might  have  secured  theiB 

•  The  whole  sum  has  not  basa  attnallMmto*  from  any  lo«  at  all.    But  they  pursued  aao. 

arts.bai  tha  defidsnoT:  Is  not  vary  oaaaUtnOUa.  tbK  p.lw ;  they,  carefully  put  all  remade  stiU 
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longer  out  of  their  reach,  by  giving  their  con*  tract  mi^t  hare  been  good)  but  whether  a 

tract  for  four  years.     To  cover  all  these  ir-  contract  made  between  two  servanls,  conirary 

regularities,  they  interest  the  settlement  in  to  the  orders  of  their  common  master,  and  to 

their  fiivour,  by  holding  out  to  them  the  most  the  prejudice  of  his  known   interest,  be  a 

tempting  of  all  baits,  in  a  chance  of  bills  upon  breach  of  trust  on  both  sides;  and  whether 

Europe.  the  contract  can  in  equity  have  force  to  bind 

In  this  manner  the  serranta  abroad  bare  the  company,  whenever  they  shall  bo  inclined 

conducted  themselves  with  regard  to  Mr.  to  free  themselves  and  the  country  they  govern 

Sulivan's  contract  for  opium,  ajnd  the  dispo-  from  this  mischievous  monopoly,  your  com* 

sal  of  the  commodity.    In  England,  the  colirt  mittee  think  a  subject  worthy  of  further  in- 

of  directors  took  it  into  consideration.     First  quiry. 

as  to  the  contract,  in  a  letter  dated  ISth  July,        With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  opium, 

1782,  they  say,  that  "  having  condemned  the  the  directors  very  properly  condemn  the  direct 

contract  entered'  into  with  Mr.  Mackenzie  contraband,  but  they  approve  the  trading  voy* 

fbr  the  provision  of  opium,  they  cannot  but  age.     The  directors  have  observed  nothing 

be  surprised  at  your  having  concluded  a  new  concerning  the  loans.    They  probably  re> 

contract  for  four  years  relative  to  that  article  served  that  matter  for  future  consideration, 
with  Mr.  Stephen  Sulivan,  without  leaving        In  no  affair  has  the  connection  between  ser> 

the  decision  of  it  to  the  court  of  directors."  vants  abroad  and  persons  in  power  among  the 

The  sentiments  of  the  directors  are  proper,  proprietora  of  the  India  company  been  more 

and  worthy  of  persons  in  public  trust.    Their  discernible  than  in  this.     But  if  such  confede- 

«iii7>ris6  indeed  at  the  disobedience  to  their  racies,  cemented  by  such  means,  are  suffered 

orders  is  not  perfectly  natural  in  those  who  to  pass  without  due  animadversion,  the  au« 

for  many  years  have  scarcely  been  <^eyed  in  thority  of  parliament  must  become  as  inefiica- 

a  single  instance.     They  probably  asserted  cious  as  all  other  authorities  have  proved,  to 

their  authority,  at  this  time,  with  aa  much  restrain  the  growth  ofdisordere  either  in  India 

vigour  as  their  condition  admitted.  or  in  Europe. 

They  proceed :  "  We  do  not  mean  (say 
they)  to  convey  any  censure  on  Mr.  Sulivan  — — 

respecting  the  transaction;  but  wo  cannot 

withhold  our  displeasure  from  the  govemour-  salt. 

general  and  council  at  such  an  instance  of 

contempt  of  our  authority.**  They  then  pro-  Tbx  reports  made  by  the  two  oommitteev 
ceed  justly  to  censure  the  removal  of  the  in-  of  the  house,  which  sat  in  the  years  177t 
spcction,  and  some  other  particulars  of  this  and  1773,  of  the  state  and  conduct  of  the  in- 
gress proceeding.  As  to  the  criminality  of  land  trade  of  Boigal  up  to  that  period,  have 
the  parlies,  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  a  assisted  the  inquiries  of  your  committee  with 
breach  of  duty  in  servants  is  highly  aggravat-  respect  to  the  third  and  last  article  of  mono- 
od  by  the  rank,  station,  and  trust  of  the  of-  poly,  viz.  that  of  salt ;  and  made  it  unnecesk 
fending  party.  But  no  party,  in  such  con-  tery  for  them  to  enter  into  so  minute  a  detail 
spiracy  to  break  orders,  appear  to  us  wholly  on  that  subject  as  they  have  done  on  some 
free  from  fault.  others. 

The  directors  did  their  duty  in  reprobating        Your  committee,  find  that  the  lato  Lord 

this  contract ;  but^it  is  the  opinion  of  your  com-  Clive  constantly  asserted,  that  the  nit  trade 

mittee,  that  ftirther  steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  in  Bengal  had  been  a  monopoly  time  imme* 

inquire  into  the  legal  validity  of  a  transaction,  morial ;  that  it  ever  was  and  ever  must  be  a 

which  manifestly  attempts    to    prevent  the  monopoly  ;  and  that  Coja  Wazid,  and  othet 

court  of  directors  from  applying  any  remedy  merchant?  long  before  him,  had  given  to  the 

to  a  grievance  which  has  been  for  years  the  nabob  and  his  ministers  two  hundred  thousand 

constant  subject  of  complaints.  pounds  per  annum  for  the  exclusive  privilege. 

Both  Mr.  Sulivan  and  Mr.  Hastings  are  The  directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  24th  De- 

the  company's  servants,  bound  by  their  cove-  cember,  1776,   paragraph  seventy-six,  say, 

nants  and  their  oaths  to  promote  the  interest  "  that  it  has  ever  been  in  a  great  measure  an 

of  their  -masters,  and  both  equally  bound  to  be  exclusive  trade." 

obedient  to  their  orders.    If  the  govemour-         The  secret  committee  report,  that  under 

general  had  contracted  with  a  stranger,  not  the  government  of  the  nabobs,  the  duty  on 

apprised  of  the  companyVi  orders,  and  not  salt  made  in  Bengal  was  two  an^  <ui  half  per 

bound  by  avy  previous  engagement,  the  con-  cent,  paid  by  Mussvlmen,  tod  five  per  cent. 
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ffttd  b/  Gnitoos.    On  the  aocetskm  of  Mir  trade  id  salt,  except  on  the  h  din  oonpeny*! 

Cds«im  in  1740,  the  claim  of  the  company'*  aocoont. 

■crrants  to  trade  in  salt,  duty  liree,fvas  fint  Under  the  peeitiTe  orders  of  tlie  company. 
a,To«rd.  Mr.  Vansittart  made  an  a^^reement  the  lalt  trade  appean  to  hare  continued  open 
trith  him,  by  which  the  duties  should  be  fixed  from  1768  to  1772.  The  act  indbed  contain- 
tt  nine  per  cent.  The  council  annulled  the  ed  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  company,  and 
agreement,  and  reduced  the  daty  to  two  and  left  them  a  liberty  of  dealing  in  salt  upon 
an  half  per  cent.  On  this,  Mir  Caasim  or-  their  own  account.  But  still  this  policy  re- 
dered,  that  no  customs  or  duties  whatsoever  mained  imcfaan^,  and  their  (miers  unr^ 
duwld  be  collected  for  the  future.  But  a  voked.  But  in  the  year  1772,  withovt  any 
majority  of  the  council  (82d  March,  176S}  instruction  from  the  court  of  directors  indicat- 
resolrod,  that  the  making  the  exemption  gene-  ing  a  change  of  opinion  or  system,  the  whole 
ral  was  a  breach  of  die  company's  privileges ;  produce  was  again  monopolized,  professedly 
and  that  the  nabob  should  be  positively  re-  for  the  use  of  the  company,  by  Mr.  Hastings, 
quired  to  recall  it,  and  collect  duties  as  before  Speaking  of  this  plan,  he  says :  (letter  to  the 
from  the  country  merchants,  and  all  other  per-  directors,  tSd  February,  1?75,)  "  No  new 
sons,  who  bad  not  the  protection  of  the  com-  hardship  has  been  imposed  upon  the  salt 
pany^s  dustuck.  The  directors,  as  the  evi-  manolacturers  by  taking  the  management  of 
dent  reason  of  the  thing,  and  as  their  duty  re-  that  article  into  the  hands  of  government; 
quired,  disapproved  highly  of  these  transao-  the  only  difference  is,  that  the  profit,  which 
tions,  and .  ordered  (8th  February,  1 764,)  a  was  before  re^>ed  by  English  gentlemen  and  by 
final  and  fffettual  ttop  to  ht  put  to  the  hUand  Banians,  is  now  acquired  by  the  company.'* 
trade  m  mlt,  and  ssveral  other  articles  of  In  May,  1766,  the  directors  had  condemned 
commerce.  But  other  politics  and  other  the  monopoly  on  any  eonditiono  vhatooevtr. 
interests  prevailed ;  so  that,  in  the  May  fol-  *'  At  that  time  they  thought  It  neither  consis- 
lowing,  a  general  court  resolved,  that  it  should  tent  with  their  honour  nor  their  dignity  to  pro- 
be recommoided  to  the  court  of  directors  to  mote  such  an  exclusive  trade."  '*  They  con- 
reconsider  the  preceding  orders.  In  conse-  sidered  it  too  as  disgraceful  ami  Mow  the 
qoence  of  which,  the  directors  ordered  the  dignity  of  their  preaeiU  ntuatUm  to  allow  of  ^ 
govemour  and  council  to  form  a  plan,  in  con-  such  a  monopoly  ;  and  that,  were  thoy  to  al- 
eert  with  the  nabob,  for  regulating  the  inland  low  it  under  any  restrictions,  they  should 
trade.  consider  themselves  as  assenting  and  subscrib- 

On  these  last  orders  Lord  Clivers  plan  was  ing  to  all  the  roischie6,  whidi  Ben^l  had 

formed  in  1765  for  engrossing  the  sole  pur-  presented  to  them  for  four  years  past." 

dnse  of  salt,  and  dividing  the  profits  among  Notwithstanding  this  solemn  declaration^ 

^  company's  seniour  servants.    Thedirec*  in  their  letter  of  24th  December,  1776,  they 

tors,  who  had  hitherto  reluctantly  given  way  approve  the  plan  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  say, 

to  a  monopoly  under  ^any  idea,  or  for  any  "  that  the  monopoly  on  Ue  prteent  footing  can 

purposes,  disapproved  of  this  pUm,  and  on  the  be  no  considendble  grievance  to  the  country," 

t7th  of  May,  1766,  ordered  it  to  be  abolish-  ftc. 

ej;  but  they  substituted  no  other  in  its  room.  This,  however,  was  a  rigorous  monopoly. 

In  this   manner  things  continued  until  No-  The  account  given  of  it  by  General  Claver- 

rember,  1767,  when  the  directors  repeated  ing,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  in 

ileir  orders  for  excluding  all  persons  whatso-  their  minute  of  11th  January,  1775,  in  which 

erer,  excepting  the  natives  only,  from  being  the  situation  of  the  Molungees,  or  peraons 

concerned  in  the  inland  trade  in  salt ;  and  employed  in  the  salt  manufacture,  is  particu- 

thcy  declared,  that  (vide  par.   90)  "  mich  larly  described,  is  stated  at  length  in  the  ap- 

trade  is  hereby  aboUehed  and  ptU  a  Jlnal  end  pendix.    Mr.  Hastings  himself  says,  "  the 

to."    In  the  same  letter  (par.  92)  they  order-  power  of  obliging  Molungeea  to  work  baa 

ed  that  the  salt  trade  should  be  laid  open  to  been  customary  fi*om  time  immemorial." 

t5»  natives  in  general,  subject  to  such  a  duty  Nothing  but  great  and  clear  advantage^  to 

ai  might  produce  one  hundred  and  twenty  government  could  account  for,  and  nothing  at 

thousand  pounds  a  year.    This  policy  was  all  perhaps  could  justify  the  revival  of  moofr- 

adopted  by  the  legislature.    In  the  act  <f  poly  thus  circumstanced.     The  advantaga 

1773,  it  was  expressly  provided,  that  it  shooU  proposed  by  its  revival  was  the  transferring 

not  be  lawful  for  any  of  his  majesty's  subjects  the  profit,  which  was  before  reaped  by  En^ 

to  engage,  intermeddle,  or  be  any  way  con-  lish  gentlemen  and  Banians,  to  the  company. 

ccmed,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  inland  The  profits  of  the  former  wera  not  probl«nr.« 

Vol..  III.— 4. 
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tied-    U  WW  to  bo  8o«Q  wbat  Um  •0«Bk  of  B«iiga4  ma/ iwvepowtr  rorany  longtini 

would  be  of  a  schemo  to  transfor  them  to  the  to  prevent.    In  the  end,  government  wiU  pro* 

latter,  even  under  the  management  of  (he  pro-  bahly  be  undersold,  and  beaten  down  to  a 

JMlAr  himself.    In  the  revenue  eonsultation*  losing  price.    Or,  if  they  should  attempt  to 

of  September,  1766,    Mr.   Hastings  said,  force  all  the  advantages  from  this  article,  «f 

<*  many  causes  have  since  comluned  to  reduce  which  by  every  exertion  it  may  be  made  capa> 

this  article  of  revenue  o^nesl  ip  U9tkmg,  ble,  it  may  distress  soma  other  part  of  their 

The  plan,  wluch  I  am  now  inclined  to  r^cpn^  possessions  in  India,  and  destroy,  or  at  least 

laend  for  the  future  management  of  the  salt  impair,  the  natural  intercourse  between  them, 

fovenue,  differs  widely  (rem  that  which  I  Ultimately  it  may  hurt  Bengal  itself,  and  th^ 

adopted  under  different  circumstances.'*  produce  of  its  landed  revenue,  by  destroying 

It  appears  that  the  ill  suocess'^af  his  Ibrmer  the  veqt  of  that  grain,  which  it  would  olhoT" 

•ohame  did  not  deter  him  from  recommending  wise  barter  for  salt. 

•ttother.    Accordingly,  in  July,  1777,  Mr.  Your  committee  think  it  hardly  necessary  to 

Hastings  proposed,  and  it  was  resolved,  that  observe  that  the  many  changes  of  plan  which 

the  salt  mahls  should  be  let,  with  the  lands,  to  have  taken  place  in  the  management  of  the 

the  {armors  and  Zemindars  for  a  ready  money  salt  trade,  are  far  iirora  honourable  to  the  com- 

tent,  ineludftog  duties  |  the  salt  to  bo  led  to  pany's  government ;  and,  iliat,  even  if  tfao 

their  diepoial.  monopoly  of  this  article  wore  a  profitable  coq* 

After  some  trial  of  this  method,  Mr.  Has-  cem,  it  sbouM  not  be  permitted.    Exclusive 

tinge  thought  fit  to  ^Mndon  it.    In  Septem-  of  the  general  effect  of  this  and  of  all  monopo- 

ber,  1760,  he  changed  bis  plan  a  third  time,  lies,  the  oppressions  which  the  manufacturen 

and  proposed  the  institution  of  a  9Qit  ^^U»^  of  salt,  called  Jlfo/vn^ses,  still  suffer  under  it, 

the  salt  was  to  be  again  ongroasod  for  the  though  perhaps  alleviated  in  some  particulara^ 

benefit  of  the  company,  and  the  management  deserve  particular  ktiontion.    There  is  ovi* 

conducted  by  a  number  of  salt  agents.  donee  enou|^  on  the  company^s  records  to  sa- 

From  the  preceding  fiuBta  it  appears,  that  in  tisfyyour  committeo  that  theae  people  havo 
this  branch  of  the  cou^lany's  government  lit-  been  treated  with  great  rigour ;  and  not  only 
tie  regard  has  bean  paid  to  the  ease  and  wel*  defrauded  of  the  due  payment  of  their  labour^ 
ftn  of  the  natives ;  and  that  the  directors  but  delivered  over,  like  cattle,  in  succession 
have  no  where  shown  greater  iociwsistency  to  different  masters,  who,  under  pretence  of 
than  in  their  orders  on  this  subject.  Yot  buying  up  the  balances  due  to  their  preceding 
•alt,  considering  it  as  a  necessary  of  lifo,  was  employers,  find  means  of  keeping  them  in  Der- 
by no  means  a  safe  and  proper  subject  (or  so  petual  slavery.  For  evils  of  this  nature  thero 
many  experimeats  and  innovations.  For  ten  can  be  no  pcHect  remedy,  as  long  as  the  mo» 
years  together  the  directors  reprobated  the  nopoly  continues.  They  are  in  the  nature  of 
idea  of  suffering  this  necessary  of  life  to  be  the  thing,  and  cannot  be  cured  or  effi-ctually 
en^ossed  on  anjf  eoiuiitioii  toAoUoevsr ;  and  counteracted  even  by  a  just  and  vigilant 
strictly  prohibited  all  Europeans  from  trading  administration  on  the  spot.  Many  objoo- 
tn  it.  Yet,  as  soon  as  they  were  made  to  tions  occur  to  the  farming  of  any  branch  of 
expect  fixrai  Mr.  Hastings,  iAmX  the  profits  of  the  public  revenue  in  Bengal,  particularly 
the  monopoly  should  be  oonverted  to  their  against  fitrming  the  salt  lands.  But  the  dilem- 
own  use,  they  immediately  declared,  that  it  ma  to  which  government,  by  this  system,  ia 
''could  bo  no  coniiderable  grievance  to  the  constantly  reduced,  of  authorizing  great  injuo* 
oountry,"  and  authorised  its  continuance ;  tioe,  or  suffering  ereat  loss,  is  alone  sufficient 
until  ho  himself,  finding  it  produoed  little  or  to  condemn  it.  Either  government  is  expect- 
nothing,  renounced  it  of  his  own  accord,  ed  to  support  the  farmer  or  contractor  in  all 
Your  committee  are  apprehensivo  that  this  his  pretensions  by  an  exertion  of  power,  which 
will  at  all  times,  whatever  flattering  appear-  tends  of  necessiiy  to  the  ruin  of  the  parties 
ance  it  may  wear  for  a  time,  be  the  fate  of  subjected  to  the  farmer's  contract,  and  to  tbo 
any  attempt  to  monf^iize  the  salt  for  the  suppression  of  free  trade ; — or,  if  such  assia* 
ptsofil  of  government.  In  the  first  inataaoe  it  taace  be  refused  him,  he  complains  that  he  iq 
will  raise  the  price  on  the  consumer  beyond  not  supported-^that  private  persons  interforo 
ilajmit  level;  but  that  evil  will  aoonkeeor-  with  his  contract—- that  the  manufacturers 
fvciad  by  msanii  ruinous  to  the  company  as  desert  their  labour,  and  that  proportionate  <!»• 
wmnpditta,  viz.  by  the  embealement  of  duetions  nnist  be  allowed  him. 
tliair  own  aalt,  and  by  the  importation  of  Afier  tbo  result  of  their  oxamination  into  iIm 
livai|piaah,Beithsr  of  which  th«g9flirafli«iit  geoqral  nature  and  oSect  of  thia  moiiopo^*  U 
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onl J  Ibr  your  eomiMtt«e  to  ifl^irt  4uty  w  thfci  my  ect,  hgwwir  cii1p>M>»  ■■  —I 

^Hiether  there  was  uiyTmlidfbuadatioororllat  to  bt  «aMpM«4,  eidnr  m  ilB  mMm  or  ia  iti 

deekntioB  of  Mr.  Hutia^,  whidi  we  «m*  ceiMtqiiMMtoj  wtifa  die  doiinaDCife  intonplto 

dode  moK  haTe  priBd|Mlljr  reoamMndRl  tlw  «■  whioli  Ikaf  ha««  Mated.    It  km  bmm  tiMir 

MODopely  of  salt  totlie  favoor  of  theoowt  of  jmccka,  if  net  aftoMB,  to  toquiie,  to  ■■— ii% 

diieuois ;  viz.  **  that  the  profit,  wlriflb  waato-  aad  not  to  pcuiah.    As  loag  aa  tiM  ■iarf 

fere  reaped  by  Englirii  gentlemen,  and  by  Ba-  doet  «f  pwiuna  m  power  m  Bengal  waa  •»• 

■iaas,  was  now  acquired  by  die  eoBpaay.*  On  eawmfed  by  nodnng  bat  tba  hopea  of  concenU 

tbeoonCrary,  it  wasproiredaBdaekiMwIedgad  toent,  ic  nay  be  presuaied,  toat  tfaay  Mt  •■■» 

befbretbegareraoar-feneralandooaBcitiWbM  roalimint  apon  their  actieasy  aad  that  Ifaty 

fbey  inquired  into  this  matter  in  March,  177ft,  stood  in  aoiae  awe  of  the  powar  ptooad  aiar 

that  the  chiA  and  councils  of  those  districto,  them.    Wberem  kistobeappridiwdBd»  thai 

in  wbicfa  there  were  salt  mahls,  resert ad!  par-  Ae  late  oondoet  of  tbaooart  of  diraotom  ttlli 

tknlar  salt  farms  for  their  sam  use,  and  dind-  Ihom,  ia  aflbet,  that  they  hiM  noddaf  toter 

ed  the  profits,  in  certain  slated  proportioaa,  from  the  oartainty  of  a  diaoavavy. 

among  themselves  and  ihek  aaaiatoals.    Bat,  On  the  tame  principle  on  which  your 

unless  a  detail  of  these  transactions,  and  of  aMttoo  bare  generally  limited  theirraa^ 

tbepersons  eoaceitied  in  them^  should  be  eaJW  to  the  poraons  plaood  by  paHiamant,  or, 

srfJbr  by  the  house,  it  is  our  wish  to  avoid  ed  or  put  in  nomination  by  dia  coast  «fdiraotosa 

entmag  into  it.    On  one  example  only  year  to  the  highest  stolioa  in  Bengal,  it  was  alaa 

eommittoe  think  it  just  and  proper  to  insist,  their  original  wish  to  limit  thosa  iaqoiriea  to 

Slating  first  to  the  house  on  what  prineiplea  dm  period  at  which  pariiamaat  interposed  ito 

diey  Imve  made  this  seleetioa.  aathority  between  the  company  and  their  sai^ 

In  pursuing  their  inquiriea,  your  oomnitteo  vanto,  and  gave  a  aaw  eonetitatiea  to  tha 

iave  endeava«ired  chiefly  to  keep  in  view  tha  presidency  of  Fort  William.   Ifthaoampaa)!^ 

conduct  of  persons  in   the  highest  statioas,  sermnts  had  taken  a  new  dato  fitaa  that  p^ 

particularly  of  those,  in  whom  the  leghlature,  rtod,  and  if  from  thenceforward  their  eonduot 

w  well  aa  the  company,  have  placed  a  apodal  bad  corresponded  with  the  views  of  the  iegisia* 

oonfideaoe  ;  judging  that  the  conduct  of  such  ture,  it  is  probable  that  a  review  of  the  traaa* 

persons  is  not  only  most  impottant  in  itself,  aetiona  of  remoter  periodb  would  not  have 


but  most  likely  to  influence  the  subordinate  ben  deemed  necessary,  and  that  the  rem 

ranks  of  the  service.    Tour  eommittoe  have  branee  of  them  would  have  been  gradoally 

also  examined  the  proceedings  of  the  court  ollaeed,  and  finally  buried  ia  oblivioa.    But 

of  directors  on  all  those  instances  of  the  be-  the  reports  which  your  oommittea  have  aliea* 

faaviotn-  df  their  servants  diat  seemed  to  do-  dy  maide,  have  shown  the  house  that  firom  the 

serve,  and  did  sometimes  attract,  their  imme-  yoar  i  77i,  wh«i  ^Mse  proceedings  oorameaced 

diate  attention.    They  constantly  find  that  the  in  parliament,  on  which  the  act  of  tha  fl»Uow» 

negligence  of  the  court  of  directors  has  kept  ing  yaar  was  founded,  abuses  of  avory  kind 

pace  with,  and  must  naturally  have  quickened,  have  prevailed  and  sMiltiplied  ia  Bengal  to  a 

the  growth  of  the  practices  which  they  have  degree  uakaowa  in  former  times,  and  ara  per- 

condemned.    Breach  of  duty  abroad  will  al-  feetly  saflTicieirt  to  aocountlbr  the  present  di»* 

ways  go  hand  in  hand  with  neglect  ofit  at  home,  trees  of  the  company's  aflTairs  both  at  heme 

In  general,  the  court  of  directors,  though  sufB-  and  abroad.    Ths  affair  which  your  comiaii- 

eiently  severe  in   censuring    offences,  and  tee  now  htys  before  the  hooso,  oooopieo  too 

someHmes  in  punishing  those  whom   they  large  a  space  in  the  company's  nsoords,  and 

have  regarded  as  offenders  of  a  lower  rank,  cp-  is  of  too  much  importance  in  ovary  point  of 

pear  to  have  sufl^ered  the  most  oorapicuous,  view,  to  be  passed  over, 

and,  therefore,  the  most  dangerous,  ezamplea  Your  committee  find  that  in  Mardi,  1776,  a 

of  disobedience  and  misconduct  in  (he  hnt  petition  was  presented  to  the  goveratmr'-gene- 

department  of  their  service,  to  pam  with  a  ral  and  council  by  a  person  called  Coja  Ka- 

Mlc  and  ineffectual  conderanafioft.    In  those  worico,  an  Armenian  merchant  rasident  at 

cases  which  they  have  deemed  too  apparent  Dacca,  (of  which  division  Mr.  Richvd  Bai^ 

aad  too  strong  to  he  disregarded  even  with  wall  had  ktoly  been  chief,)  settiag  forth  ia 

safrty  to  themselves,  and  against  which  (heir  sabsfanos,  tfiat  in  Kofvmber,  1771,  41m  peli- 

heaviest  displeasure  has  been  declared,  it  ap»  tioner  had  fanned  a  certain  mh  distriet  calkd 

pears  to  your  committee  that  their  interfer-  fi'suo^e-poor,  and  had  eatersd  into  a  oentraot 

cnce,  such  as  it  was,  had  a  misdriovous,  rath-  with  the  committee  of  dreuic  for  providing 

« than  a  uaefixl  tendency.    A  tolalneglaet  of  and  daihrsring  to  tha  India  ( 
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produced  in  that  dUtrict :  that  in  1773  be  to  tho  bowd,  dated  S3d  and.  1401  of  March, 
(armed  another  called  StUmabad  on  aimilar  1776.  The  answer  ia  remarkable.  He  aa- 
conditions :  be  alleges,  that  in  Februaryi  1774|  sertSi  that "  the  whole  of  Kaworke's  relation 
when  Mr.  Barwell  arrived  at  Dacca,  he  charg-  is  a  gross  misrepresentation  of  facts;  that 
ed  the  petitioner  with  125,500  rupees  (equal  the  simple  fact  was,  that  in  Januarj,  1774,  the 
to  13,000/.)  as  a  contribution ;  and,  in  order  salt  mahls  of  Savage-poor  and  Selimabad  be- 
to  lory  it,  did  the  same  year  deduct  20,799  ru-  came  hit,  and  were  re-let  by  Mm  to  this  man, 
pees  from  the  amount  <£  the  cufvonce-moncy,  in  the  names  of  Bussant  Roy  and  Kissen  D^ 
which  was  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioiH  on  condition  that  he  should  account  with  him 
eC)  on  account  of  the  India  company,  for  the  (Jlfr.  BanoeU)  for  profits  to  a  certain  sum; 
provision  of  salt  in  the  two  &rmB ;  and,  after  and  that  he  {Mr,  Barwdt)  engaged  for  Savage* 
doing  so,  compelled  the  petitioner  to  execute  poor,  in  the  perauadon  qf  it»  being  a  verypro^ 
and  give  him  four  different  bonds  for  77,627  JUabUfarm  j"  and  he  concludes  with  saying, 
rupees,  in  the  name  of  one  Porran  Paulf  for  "  if  I  am  mistaken  in  my  reasoning,  and  the 
the  remainder  of  sudi  contributioo  or  unjust  uriift  to  add  to  iny  Jortune  hae  toarped  my 
profit.  judgment^  in  a  transaction  that  may  appear 

Such  were  the  allegations  of  the  potitioQ  to  the  boaird  in  a  light  different  to  what  I  view 
relative  to  the  unjust  exaction.  The  harsh  it  in,  it  is  past ;  I  cannot  recall  it ;  and  I 
means  of  compelling  the  payment  make  anotl^  rather  choose  to  admit  an  error  than  deny  a 
er  and  very  material  part ;  for  the  petitioner  fact."  In  his  second  letter  ho  says,  "  To  the 
assets,  that  in  order  to  recover  the  amount  of  honourable  court  of  directors  I  will  submit 
these  bonds,  guards  were  placed  over  him,  and  all  my  rights  in  the  salt  contracts  I  engaged 
theX  Mr.  Barwell,  by  ill  usage  and  oppres-  in ;  and  if,  in  their  opinion,  those  rights  vest 
sions,  recovered  from  him,  at  different  times,  in  the  company,  I  will  account  to  them  for  the 
48,656  Aroot  rupees,  besides  283  rupees  ex-  last  shilling  I  have  received  from  such  con- 
torted by  the  guard ;— that,  after  this  pajrment  tracts,  my  intentions  being  upright ;  and,  as 
two  of  the  bonds,  containing  36,313  rupees,  I  never  did  wish  to  profit  myself  to  the  pro- 
were  restored  to  him,  and  he  was  again  com-  judice  of  my  employers,  by  their  judgment  I 
mitted  to  the  charge  of  four  Peons  (or  guards)  will  be  Implicitly  directed." 
topay  the  amount  of  the  remaining  two  bonds.  The  majority  of  the  board  dedred  that 
The  petition  further  charges,  that  the  said  Kaworke's  petition  should  be  transmitted  to 
gentlemen  and  his  people  had  also  extorted  England  by  the  ship  then  under  despatch;  and 
from  the  petitioner  other  sums  of  money,  it  was  accordingly  sent,  with  Mr.  Harwell's 
which,  taken  together,  amounted  to  25,000  replies.  Mr.  Barwell  moved  thata  committee 
rupees.  should  be  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 

But  the  heaviest  grievance  alleged  by  him  what  he  had  to  offer  on  the  subject  of  Kawor- 

is,  that  afler  the  sums  of  money  had  been  ex-  ke's  petition  and  a  committee  was  accordingly 

torted  on  account  of  the  farms,  the  &ith  usual  appointed,  consisting  of  all  the  members  of  the 

in  such  transactions  is  allowed  not  to  have  council,  except  the  govemour-general. 

been  kept ;  but,  afler  the  petitioner  had  been  The  committee  opened  their  proceedings 

obliged  to  buy  or  compound  for  the  farms,  that  with  reading  a  second  petition  from  Kaworke, 

they  were  taken  ftrom  him ; — "  that  the  said  containing  corrected  accounts  of  cash,  said  to 

Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  about  his  departure  be  forcibly  taken,  and  of  the  extraordinary  and 

&om  Dacca,  in  October,  1774,  for  self-interest,  unwarrantable  profits  taken  or  received  from 

wrested  from  the  petitioner  Uie  aforesaid  two  him  by  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire ;  all  which 

mahls  or  destricts,  and  farmed  them  to  anoth-  are  inserted  at  large  in  the  appendix.    By 

er  person,  liotwithstanding  he  had  extorted  these  accounts  Mr.  Barwell  is  charged  with  a 

from  the  petitioner  a  considerable  sum  of  balance,  or  debt,  of  22,421  rupees  to  Kaworke. 

money  on  account  of  those  Pergiamahs."  The  principal  difference  between  him  and  Mr. 

To  this  petition  your  oonunittee  find  two  Barwell  arises  from  a  different  mode  of  stat- 

accounts  annexed,  in  which  the  sums  said  to  ing  the  accounts  acknowledged  to  exist  be- 

be  paid  to  or  taken  by  Mr.  Barwell,  and  the  tween  them.    In  the  account  current,  signed 

respective  dates  of  the  several  payments,  are  by  Mr.  Barwell,  he  gives  Kaworke  credit  for 

specified ;  and  they  find  that  the  account  of  for  the  receipt  of  98,426  rupees,  and  charges 

particulars  agrees  with  and^nakes  up  the  gross  him  with  a  balance  of  27,078  rupees, 

sum  charged  in  the  petition.  The  facts  stated,  or  admitted  by  Mr.  Barw 

Mr.  Barwell's  immediate  answer  to  the  well,  are  as  follows :  that  the  salt  fiums  of 

preceding  charge  is  contained  in  two  leUers  Selimabad  and  Savage-poor  were  Ats,  and  re- 
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let  by  him  to  4|  two  ArmenUa  merdiants,  at  leaat  th«  accuser  should  have  been  pushed 
Michael  and  M^orke,  on  condition  of  their  to  the  proof  of  them.     Nothing  of  this  kind 
paying   him  125,000  rupees,   exclusive    of  appears  to  have  been  done,  or  even  attempted, 
their'  engagements  to  the  company ;  that  the  The  transaction  itself,  as  it  stands,  is  clear- 
mgagement  was  written  in  the  name  of  Bu^  iy  collusive ;  the  form  in  which  it  is  conduct- 
9mt  Roy  and  JSinen  JMb  Sing :  and  Mr.  ed  is  clandestine  and  mysterious  in  an  pxtnf 
Barweli  says,  that  the  reason  of  its  being  "  in  ordinary  degree ;  and  the  acknowledged  object 
these  people*^  names  was,  because  it  vxu  noi  of  it  a  great  illicit  profit,  to  be  gained  by  an 
thought  oonnttent  with  the  jmblie  rtgulathnt  agent  and  trustee  of  the  company  at  the  ex- 
ihat  the  nameeofcmy  Evropeanehould  appear"  pense  of  his  employers,  and  of  which  be  con- 
It  is  remark^le  that  this  policy  was  carried  fesses  he  has  received  a  considerable  part, 
to  a  still  greater  length :  means  were  used  to  The  committee  of  the  govemour'general 
remove  such  an  obnoxious  proceeding  as  far  as  and  council  appear  to  have  closed  their  prc^ 
possible  from  the  public  eye ;  and  they  were  ceedings  with  several  resolutions,  which,  with 
such  as  will  strongly  impress  the  house  with  the  answers  given  by  Mr,  Barweli  as  a  d^ 
the  facility  of  abuse,  and  the  extreme  difficul-  fence,  are  inserted   in   the  appendix.    The 
ty  of  detection  in  every  thing  which  relates  to  whole  are  referrod  thither  together,  on  account 
the  Indian  administration.     For  these  subati-  of  the  amplo  extent  of  the  answer.    These 
tuted  persons  were  again  represented  by  the  papers  will  be  found  to  throw  considerable 
(urther  substitution  of  another  name,  viz.  light,  not  only  on  the  points  in  question,  but 
Rada  Chum  Dey^  whom  Mr.  Barweli  asserts  on  the  general  administration  of  the  compa- 
to  be  a  real  person  living  at  Dacca,  and  who  ny^i  revenues  in  Bengal.    On  some  passages 
etood  for  thefoiclory  of  Dacca ;  whereas  the  in  Afr.  BarwelFs  defence,  or  account  of  his 
Armenian  affirms,  that  there  was  no  such  conduct,  your  committee  offer  the  following 
person  as  Rada  Chum,  and  that  il  was  a  fie-  remarks  to  the  judgment  of  the  house  : — 
titious  name.  In  his  letter  of  the  23d  March,  1775,  he 
Mr.  Barweli,  m  his  justification,  proceeds  says,  that  he  engaged  for  Savage-poor,  in  the 
to  affirm,  that  Coja  Kaworke  never  had  the  pemtaeion  qf  ite  Imng  a  very  profitable  farm. 
management  of  the  salt  mahls,  "  but  on  oon^  In  this  place  your  committee  think  it  proper 
dition  of  accounting  to  the  former  chief  and  to  to  state  the  17th  article  of  the  regulations  of 
Mr.  BanoeUfor  a  8pec\fied  advantage  arinng  the  committee  of  circuit,  formed  in  May,  1 77S| 
from  cAem — that  Mr.   Barweli  determined,  by  the  president  and  council,  of  which  Mr. 
without  he  could  reconcile  the  intenete  of  the  Barweli  was  a  member,  together  with  their 
publie  with  hi*  own  private  emaiumeniM,  that  he  own  observations  thereupon, 
would  not  engage  in  this  concern  ,*  and  that,  17th.  '^  That  no  Peshour,  Banyan,  or  other 
when  he  took  an  interest  in  it,  it  was  for  «pe-  servant,  of  whatever  denomination,  of  the 
a^ed  bentfit  in  money,  and  every  condition  in  ool^ctor,  or  relation  or  dependent  of  any  such 
the  public  engagement  to  be  answered."  servant,  be  allowed  to  farm  lands,  nor  direct- 
Your  "ommittee  have  stated  the  preceding  ly  or  indirectly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm, 
bets  in  the  same  terms  in  which  they  are  stat.  nor  to  be  security  for  any  farmer ;  that  the 
ed  by  Mr.  Barweli.     The  house  is  to  judge  collector  be  strictly  enjoined  to  prevent  such 
how  far  they  amount  to  a  defence  against  the  practices ;    and  that,  if  it  shall  be  discovered 
charges  contained  in  Kaworke's  petition,  or  to  that  any  one,  under  afalu  name,  or  any  kind 
an  ulmiseion  of  the  truth  of  the  principal  of  coUunon,  hath  found  means  to  evade  this 
part  of  it.    Mr.  Barweli  does  not  allow  that  order,  he  shall  be  subject  to  an  heavy  fine,  pro- 
compulsion  was  used  to  extort  the  money  portionate  to  the  amount  of  the  farm,  and  the 
which  he  received  from  the  petitioner,  or  that  Arm  shall  be  re-let,  or  made  Khas :  and  if  it 
IhelAisrwas  dispossessed  of  the  farms  in  shall  appear  that  the  collector  shall  have  coun- 
consequence  of  an  offer  made  to  Mr.  Barweli  tenanced,  approved,  or  connived  at  a  breach 
by  another  person  {RamMunder  Pauiet)  to  of  this  regulation,  he  shall  stand  ipso  facto 
pay  him  a  lack  of  rupees  more  for  it.    The  dismissed  from    his  collectorship.    Neither 
truth  6fthete  charges  has  not  been  ascertained,  shall  any  European,  directly  or  indirectly,  be 
They  were  declared  by  Mr.  Barweli  to  be  permitted  to  rent  lands  in  any  part  of  the 
&lse ;  but  no  attempt  was  made  by  him  to  in-  country." 
validate  or  confute  them,  though  it  concern-  i»^«.l  hu  fh^  »— j 
ed  his  reputation,  and  it  was  his  duty  in  the  '«*~^*  '^  "*  ^""^^ 
station  wherein  he  was  placed,  that  charges  17th.  "  If  the  collector,  or  any  perrons  who 
of  such  a  nature  should  have  been  dinpprovMl,  partake  of  his  authority,  are  permitted  to  ha 
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tfie  fitfrnsn  of  the  coontry,  no  othar  ponons  praoeded  Mr.  Barwell  imjha  cUdUiip  «f 

wilt  daro  to  bo  their  competitorSi  of  ooutm  Daeca,  i*  a  letter  dated  ft99ti  April,  ITNiv 

they  win  obtain  the  &nne  on  their  own  tenna.  declaras  that  he  paid  to  tbe  eoaiaittee  ofeir* 

It  it  natJU  that  1h»  terwmii  9f  tiu  €ompmaf  eoit  lt,000  rupeea  aa  their  profit  on  a  single 

theuii  bt  tUaien  with  timr  wuuUn,    The  eah  &riD^  whidi  aum,  he  eajre^  ^  I  paid  the 

collectors  are  eheeke  on  tbe  &raieis.    If  they  cnmmittee  at  &eir  reyieet,  befare  their  do- 

themselvee  tarn  fitftners,  what  checks  ean  be  parture  firom  Daoca,  and  reiinbuned  myeell 

found  for  ihemf    What  eeeurity  will  the  out  of  Ifte  odeoKes  directed  to  be  ieeaedfbr 

company  have  for  their  property,  or  wiwre  the  pnmsion  of  tbe  aak.    Thna  one  illicil 

are  the  Ryots  to  look  for  relief  againflt  of^-  and  miethieyoue  tre— eetioa  aiwaya  leads  ta 

pressionsf**  aaother;  and  the  irregular  ftminf  of  revi 

The  reasons  assigned  for  the  preceding  re-  briaga  on  the  misappticatioii  of  the 

Elation  seem  to  year  eommittee  to  be  per-  eial  advaBcea." 
tly  joet ;  bat  they  can  by  no  means  be  re-        Mr.  Barwall  piefesscs  himself  to  be 

conciled  to  those  whieh  induced  Mr.  Barwall  Ue,  '^  Chat  a  wdb  (»  odd  le  Jktt  ,^rtime 

to  engage  in  the  salt  farms  of  SeliDMibad  aad  /emft^  Jhaee  — rped  kmjmdgtnmt;  and  that 

Sevage-poor.    In  the  first  place,  his  deing  so  kt  rathtr  cAeeei*  to  ainut  an  trrmat  tkan  dm^ 

is  at  length  a  direct  and  arowed,  though  at  a  fact"    Bot  your  committee  are  of  opiaio* 

first  a  covert  Tiolation  of  the  public  reguli^  that  ^  extraordinary  eaution,  and  the  intn* 

tion,  to  which  he  was  himself  a  party,  as  cats  contrivances  with  which  his  share  in  thaa 

a  member  of  the  government,  as  well  as  an  transaction  is  wrapped  up,  form  a  enfficicaft 

act  of  disobedience  to  the  company's  positiTe  psnof  that  be  vraa  not  altogether  misled  in  hia 

orders  on  this  subject.    In  their  general  letter  JMi^BSBent ;  and  though  there  flsigfat  be  soma 

ef  the  17th  of  May,  ITC6,  the  court  of  direo-  morst  in  acknowledging  an  error  before  it  waa 

tors  say,  "  We  positively  order,  that  no  eov^^  discovered,  there  eeold  be  very  litde  in  a  ooap 

nanted  servant,  or  Englishman,  residing  un-  fession  produced  by  previous  detection, 
der  our  protection,  rfiall  be  suflered  to  hold        The  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Barwell  in 

any  land  for  hia  own  account,  diieotly  or  in-  drfbace  of  the  clandestine  part  of  this  tran^ 

directly,  in  his  own  name  or  that  of  odiera,  or  aetioa,  seem  to  your  committee  to  be  iusuffi> 

to  be  concerned  in  any  forms  or  revenues  eient  in  themselves,  and  not  very  fit  to  be 

whatsoever."  vgMl  by  a  ssan  in  his  station.    la  <mo  place 

Secondly.  If,  instead  of  letting  tbe  com-  he  says,  thai  "  it  wot  not  thtmght  eommatait 

paay's  lands  or  forms  to  indiflbrent  persoos,  wUh  tho  pttbtia  regvlalifm  that  the  nam€»  ^ 

their  agent  or  trustee  be  at  liberty  to  hold  may  Eunpetmt  AnUd  eqtpemr,**    In  another, 

them  himself^  he  will  always  (on  principlee  he  saye,  *'  I  am  aware  oif  tbe  objection  that 

stated  and  adhered  to  in  the  defence)  have  a  has  been  made  to  the  English  taking  farma 

sufficient  reason  for  forming  them  on  hia  own  oader  the  names  of  tbe  natives,  as  pr^bited 

account,  snice  he  can  at  all  times  make  them  by  the  oonpany's  orders ;  and  I  must  deoiots 

as  profitable  as  he  pleases ;  or,  if  he  leases  a  little  upon  this.    It  has  been  gtmerally  un- 

thcon  to  a  Aird  person,  yet  reserves  an  inter-  demtood  that  the  scope  and  temleacy  of  tha 

mediate  profit  for  himself,  that  profit  an^  be  honourable  company's  prohibition  of  forms  to 

as  great  as  he  thinks  fit,  and  most  be  necea*  Europeans  waa  meant  only  to  exclude  such 

sarily  made  at  the  company's  otpense.    If,  at  as  could  not  possibly,  in  their  own  persona, 

the  same  time,  he  be  ooltector  of  the  reve-  cobm  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  I>ewan»y 

nues,  it  will  be  his  interest  to  reoommend  re-  eourta  of  Adawlet ;  because,  upon  any  foilura 

missions  in  fovoor  of  the  nominal  former,  and  of  engagements,  upon*  any  complaint  of  unjust 

he  win  hove  it  his  power  to  sink  tbe  ameairt  oppression,  or.other  cause  of  disoontent  whaU 

of  his  collections.  ever,  it  was  supposed  an  European  might 

These  principles,  and  the  correspondent  screen  himself  froin  the  procees  of  the  oountvy 

practicee,  leave  the  India  oovapany  wkhoul  judicature.    But  it  was  never  supposed  that 

any  security  that  at!  the  leases  of  the  Umds  of  an  Eunptan  ef  eredif  and  rotpmtihiUi^  waa 

Bei^l  may  not  have  been  diepesed  of  under  absolutely  incapable   from   holding  eertaia 

that  admmistration,    which   auule  the  five  tenures  under  the  sanction  ssmI  authority  el 

years'  settlement  in  1772,  in  the  same  man-  the  eoootry  laws,  or  from  becoming  aeouri^ 

ner,  and  for  the  same  purpose.  for  such  native  formers,  contraetora,  foo.  foe. 

To  enable  the  house  to  judge  how  fiur  this  aa  hami^  protect  and  employ." 
apprehension  may  be  founded,  it  will  be  pro-        Tear  oommtttea  hft,Ta  opposed  tbia  eoa- 

per  to  state,  that  Mr.  Nicholas  Glraeber,^Hla  ammtioa  ef  Mr.  Barwell*a  to  the  peoitiva  oa^ 
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dv,  wMclitlMteMlMtitiiaMaat  toetloor,  *<8iMMortha  mhw,*^  tbaj  way,  an  mJU^ 

hu  vioUktod.    *<  Koropcaw  of  credit  uid  r»-  gnmify  cmypt,  md  otktn  aUended  with  dr- 

■poMibilitj,"  thtt  ii,  Europauf  anMd  with  <wirttt«c<t  to  9pprtmv§  to  tA«  MAoAitoiitt,  Omt 

we«hh  and  power,  lod  eseieitin^  offices  «f  il  iomU  bt  im>«I  to  «i|^«r  Ubc  dtUmfumta  to 

■Mhoritr  Md  tnirt,  iaeteed  afbeing  eiMpled  g9  m^^muMktd,**    With  tfaii  obeerrmtion  their 

Item  the  ^it  ef  the  reetritition,  nrjit  be  sup*-  proiiBedai|i  appear  to  hairo  ended,  aad  poueed 

poeed  the  peraene  who  are  chiefly  meant  to  be  fer  nere  than  a  year. 

ooMpridwiided  in  it;  Ibr,  ahatract  the  idea  of  On  tbo  4th  of  March,  1778,ChodiraBtOfeap* 

■a  Europeaa  fro«i  tfaeideaa  ofpoiMer  and  n^  peartohawreeaoMiitheeiibject.    In  their  let* 

Atioace,  and  the  reatrietion  ii  BO  longer  r»-  tor  of  thai  date,  they  inetradod  the  goremour 

tiottoi.  and  coaneil  foilhwith  to  coounenoe  n  proneeo* 

Yonr  ecwmitteo  are  iharefero  of  opinion,  tion  hi  the  aopreme  court  of  jodicaturo  againat 

that  the  natore  of  the  evik,  which  was  meant  the  peiiona  who  oompoeed  the  cemmitteo  ef 

to  bo  prevented  by  the  abofo  Older*  and  regn*  diouit,  or  their  repreaentalivea,   and  also 

ktione,  was  not  altered,  or  die  oril  itoolf  di^  aflaiaM  Mr.  Btrwell,  in  order  to  recover,  for 

■iiniebed,  by  the  colluaiee  HMthodi  made  uie  Ihonaeef  iieoompany,  tbeamoantcfall  ad* 

ofcoovadethemt  aiidthat,iflhore«alatieni  vantages  aoquiiod  by  diem  from  their  eeveval 

were  proper,  (as  they  anqusstioiiably  wore,)  engageroents  in  salt  oontnots  and  fams. 

they  ought  to  have  been  punccoaHy  oompKed  Adverting  however  to  the  declaration  made 

with ;  particularly  by  the  meanhem  of  the  go-  by  Mr.  Barwell,  that  he  would  account  to 


vommeot  yokofmMd  lAs  jiton,  and  who,  u  the  oonrt  of  directors  for  the  las^  shilling  he 

tnisteee  of  the  oompany^  were  eepeoially  an*  had  received,  and  abide  implicitly  by  their 

•werablefer  dieir  being  duly  carried  inteexo*  jndgsient,  tliey  ihonght  it  probahlo  diat  on 

cntion.    Your  oommitleo  have  no  reaeon  to  being  aoqoahrted  with  their  peremptory  erden 


beliovo  that  it  oould  ever  have  been  generally  for  commencing  a  proeeeuticD,  be  might  be 

■aderstood  "  tfiat  die  oompaay's  prohibiiion  desirous  of  paying  his  share  of  profits  uto  the 

of  (arms  to  Europeans  was  meant  only  to  eit-  compaay^s  treasury ;  and  they  pointed  ont  a 

chido  such  as  eevM  aotpoeaiMy,  in  dieir  own  precaution  to  bo  used  in  accepting  such  a 

persons,  ooom  under  the  jurisdiction'  of  the  tender  on  bis  port. 

Dowanay  coons;*— «o  such  rastrietian  is  so        On  this  part  of  tlie  transartion  your  com* 

mch  as  hinted  at.    And,  if  it  had  been  so  nrittee  obeerve,  that  the  court  of  directors  ap- 

vndereCood,  Mr.  Barwell  was  one  of  the  pei^  pear  bkmeable  in  having  delayed  till  Febraa^ 

ions  who,  fi-om  thev  ranh,  station,  and  influ-  ry»  1777,  to  tako  any  measure  in  consequence 

eneo,  must  have  been  the  principal  objects  of  of  advicee  ao  interesting  and  important,  and 

the  prohibition.    Siace  the  estiddiahnisnt  of  en  a  matter,  coDceming  which  they  had  made 

the  company's  influence  in  Bengal,  no  Euro-  so  strong  a  declsration;  considering  tlwt, 

peans,  oTany  rank  whatever,  have  been  sub*  soriy  in  April,  1776,  they  say  "  they  had  iiH 

ject  to  the  proeeaa  of  the  country  judicature ;  vestigated  the  diorgee,  and  Inid  then  come  to 

and  whether  they  act  avowedly  for  themaelveo  oartain  reeohitiona  concerning  them."    But 

and  take  farms  in  their  own  aaine,  or  subeti-  their  delaying  to  a«id  cot  poeitive  ordera  for 

tate  native  Indiana  to  net  for  them,  the  dtferi-  oommencing  a  piueecutiuii  againat  tlie  partaea 

enco  is  not  material.    The  aaBao  taAoenoo  eonoerned,  till  March,  1778,  cannot  be  ao« 

diet  acreened  an  European  from  the  jnrisdi«>-  oounted  for.  In  the  former  letter  they  prooueo, 

tion  of  the  country  ooarls,  would  have  equally  if  they  shoidd  foxi  it  neceeeary,  to  return  ihe 

protected  his  native  agent  and  repreeeatativo.  original  covenants  of  each  of  their  servants  as 

For  many  yean  past  the  eempany^a  servants  had  been  any  ways  concerned  in  tlie  undue 

have  preelded  In  thoeo  eenrto,  and,  in  eom-  receipt  of  meoey,  in  order  to  enable  the  govern 

farieon  with  liMr  aathorhy,  the  nativp  antho-  nour-general  and  council  to  recover  the  same 

rity  is  nothing.  by  anits  ki  the  supreme  court.    But  your 

The  earliest  instructions,  that  appear  to  ooaunictee  do  not  find  that  the  covenaatswere 

have  been  given  by  the  court  of  directors,  in  ever  traiiamitted  to  Bengid.    To  whatever 


ooasequenoe  of  these  transaetione  In  Bengal,  cause  these  inslaneee  of  noglect  and  deky 

are  dated  the  Ml  of  February,  1777.    latheif  amy  be  attributed,  Uiey  oouU  not  foil  ta 

letter  of  that  date  they  applaud  the  proceed-  createan  opfaiion  in  Bengal,  that  the  court  el 

■gB  of  die  boa#d,nMairing  the  majority,  (then  directors  were  not  heartily  mtent  upon  the 

ooaststing  of  Oeneral   Cbverlag,  Colonet  eieeotion  ef  their  own  oidera,  and  lo  dio» 

Moncon,  and  Mr.  Francis)  ••  Ugidif  mmlo*  ecorage  theee  members  of  government,  who 

fimi,  and  preaaiae  thaa  their /i  leaf  wiffieif,  were  diap  aaed  toundertake  ao  mvidlousadaty^ 
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In  conaequonce  of  theae  delftT*,  even  their  aahiattjf  carrying  «n  agmtntl  km  by  mu  6oar« 
hr»t  ordan  did  not  arrive  in  Bengal  until  <{/'  trade,  he  b,  during  auch  prosecution  at 
■ome  time  after  the  death  of  Colonel  Monaon,  least,  an  impropor  penson  to  hold  a  seat  of 
when  the  whole  power  of  the  hoard  had  de-  that  board ;  and  therefore  we  direct  that  hm 
trolvod  to  Mr.  Haatinga  and  Mr.  Barwell.  be  auq>ended  from  the  company*a  aerrice  un- 
When  they  aont  what  they  call  their  poeitive  til  our  further  pleasure  concerning  him  h« 
oreferf  in  March,  1778,  they  had  long  been  q>-  knoiii-n."  The  principle  laid  down  in  thia  in- 
prized  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Monaon,  and  atruction,  even  before  their  own  opinion  con- 
must  have  been  perfectly  certain  of  the  eflfect  ceming  Mr.  Barton'a  caae  was  declared,  and 
which  that  event  would  have  on  the  subse-  merely  on  the  proaeoution  <^  others,  serves  to 
quent  measurea  and  proceedings  of  the  gover-  render  their  conduct  not  very  accountable  ia 
nour-general  and  council.  Their  opinion  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Barwell.  Mr.  Barton  was  in 
the  principles  of  those  gentlemen  appears  in  a  aubordinate  situation,  and  his  remaining  oi 
their  letter  of  the  S8th  of  November,  1777,  not  remaining  in  it  was  of  little  or  no  moment 
wherein  they  say,  "  they  cannot  but  express  to  the  prosecution.  Mr.  Barton  was  but  one 
their  concern,  that  the  power  of  granting  away  of  seven ;  whereas  Mr.  Barwell  was  one  of 
their  property  in  perpetuity  should  have  de-  four,  and,  with  the  govemour-general,  wa«  in 
volved  upon  such  persons.**  effect  the  supreme  council. 

But  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  directors        In  the  present  state  of  power  and  patronage 

appears  to  be  open  to  objections  of  a  nature  in  India,  and  during  the  relations  which  are 

still  more  serious  and  important.    A  recovery  permittcid  to  siidisist  between  the  judges,  the 

of  the  amount  of  Mr.  Barwell's  profits  seems  prosecuting  officers,  and  the  council-general, 

to  be  the  only  purpose,  which  they  even  pro-  your  committee  is  very  doubtful  whether  the 

fessed  to  have  in  view.     But  your  committee  mode  of  prosecuting  the  highest  members  in 

areof  opinion,  that  to  preserve  the  reputation  the  Bengal  government,  before  a  court  at 

and  dignity  of  the  government  of  Bengal  was  Calcutta,  could  have  been,  in  almost  any 

a  much  more  important  subject,  and  ought  to  case,  advisable. 

have  been  their  first  consideration.  The  It  is  possible  that  particular  porscms,  in 
prosecution  was  not  the  pursuit  of  mean  and  high  judicial  luid  political  situations  may,  by 
subordinate  persons,  who  might,  with  safety  force  of  an  unusual  strain  of  virtue,  be  placed 
to  the  public  interest,  remain  in  their  seats  for  above  the  influence  of  those  circumstances, 
during  such  an  inquiry  into  their  conduct.  It  which  in  ordinary  cases  are  known  to  make 
appears  very  doubtful  whether,  if  there  were  an  impression  on  the  human  mind.  But  your 
grounds  for  such  a  prosecution,  a  proceeding  committee,  sensible  that  laws  and  public  pro- 
in  Groat  Britain  were  not  mol>e  politic  than  ceodings  ought  to  be  nude  for  general  situa- 
one  in  Bengal.  Such  a  prosecution  ought  not  tions,  and  not  for  personal  dispositions,  are 
to  have  been  ordered  by  the  directors  but  up<»i  not  inclined  to  have  any  confidence  in  the 
grounds  that  would  have  fully  authorized  the  effect  of  criminal  proceedings  where  no  means 
recall  of  the  gentleman  in  question.  This  are  provided  for  preventing  a  mutual  con- 
prosecution,  supposing  it  to  have  been  serious*  nection,  by  dependencies,  agencies  and  em- 
ly  undertaken,  aiid  to  have  succeeded,  must  ployments,  between  the  parties  who  are  lo 
have  tended  to  weaken  the  government,  and  to  prosecute  and  to  judge,  and  those  who  are  to 
degrade  it  in  the  eyes  of  all  India.  On  the  be  prosecuted  and  to  be  tried, 
other  hand,  to  entrust  a  man,  armed  as  he  was  Your  committee,  in  a  former  report,  have 
with  all  the  powers  of  his  station,  and  indeed  stated  the  consequences  which  they  appra- 
of  the  government,  with  the  conduct  of  a  pro-  bended  from  the  dependency  of  the  judges  on 
secution  against  himself,  was  altogether  in-  the  govemour-general  and  council  of  Bengal , 
consistent  and  absurd.  The  same  letter,. in  and  the  house  has  entered  into  their  ideas 
which  they  give  these  orders,  exhibits  an  ex-  upon  this  subject.  Since  that  time  it  appears 
ample,  whidh  sets  the  inconsistency  of  their  that  Sir  Elijah  Impey  has  accepted  of  the 
oondnct  in  a  stronger  light,  because  the  case  guardianship  of  Mr.  Barwell's  children,  and 
is  somewhat  of  a  similar  nature,  but  infinitely  was  the  trustee  for  his  affairs.  There  is  n« 
less  pressing  in  its  circumstances.  Obaerv-  law, to  prevent  this  sort  of  connecticm ;  and  it 
ing  that  the  board  of  trade  had  commenced  a  is  possible  that  it  might  not  at  all  affect  ths 
prosecution  against  Mr.  William  Barton,  a  mind  of  that  judge,  or  (upon  his  account)  in« 
member  of  that  board,  for  various  acts  of  directly  influence  the  conduct  of  his  brethren ; 
peculation  committed  by  him,  they  say,  "  We  but  it  must  forcibly  affect  the  minds  of  thoM 
must  bo  of  opiniMi  that  as  proteeiUioni  are  who  have  maiter<^  complaint  against  govern-. 
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meDt,  and  wboM  came  the  court  of  dirocton  hifl  minute  of  tfut  date,  he  aays  "  ^uu  tka 
appear  to  espouse,  in  a  country  where  the  avH  <fate  <{/*  hi»  hetdth  had  long  ahtct  rendered  U 
thority  of  the  court  of  directon  has  aeldom  nwvuaryfw  )um  to  relum  to  Eunpt.** 
been  exerted,  but  to  be  despised ;  where  the  Your  ooouniltee  obeenre,  that  he  continued 
operation  of  laws  is  but  very  imperfectly  un-  in  Bengal  another  year.  He  says,  '*  that  be 
dorstood ;  but  where  men  are  acute,  saga-  had  hitherto  waited  for  the  arrival  of  Sir  John 
cifNM,  and  even  suspicious  of  the  dSect  of  Day*  the  company's  advocate ;  but  as  the  sea- 
all  personal  connections.  Their  suspicionB,  son  wts  now  far  advanced,  he  wished  to  bring 
though  perhaps  not  rightly  applied  to  every  the  trial  speedily  to  issue."  ' 
individual,  will  induce  them  to  take  indica-  In  this  minute  he  retracts  his  original  en- 
!ictts  from  the  situations  and  connections  of  gagement  to  submit  himself  to  the  judgment 
the  prosecuting  parties,  as  well  as  of  the  of  the  court  of  directors, "  and  to  account  to 
judges.  It  cannot  fail  to  be  observed,  that  them  for  the  last  shilling  be  had  received." 
Mr.  Naylor,  the  company^s  attorney,  lived  in  He  says,  "  thai  no  merit  had  been  given  him 
Mr.  Barweirs  house ;  the  late  Mr.  Bogle,  the  for  the  offer ;  that  a  most  unjustifiable  advan- 
company*s  commissioner  of  law  suits,  owed  tage  had  been  attempted  to  be  made  of  it,  by 
his  place  to  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Hastings  first  declining  it  and  dMeendingto  obuMey  and 
and  Mr.  Barwell,  by  whom  the  office  was  then  giving  orders  upon  it,  as  if  it  had  been 
created  for  him ;  and  Sir  John  Day,  the  com-  rejected,  when  called  upon  by  him  in  the 
paoy^s  advocate,  who  arrived  in  Bengal  in  personof  his  agent,  to  bring  home  the  charge 
February,  1779,  had  not  been  four  months  in  of  delinquency." 

Calcutta,  when  Mr.  Hastings,  Mr.  Barwell,        Mr.  Barwell's  reflections  on  the  proceed- 

and  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  doubled  his  salary,  con-  ings  of  the  court  of  directors  are  not  altogeth- 

trary  to  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  er  clearly  expressed ;  nor  does  it  appear  dia- 

Wbeler.  tinctly  to  what  fhcts  he  alludes.    Ha  asserta 

If  the  directors  are  known  to  devolve  the  that  a  most  unjustifiable  advantage  had  been 
whole  cognizance  of  the  offences  charged  on  attempted  to  bo  made  of  his  c/Sitr,  The  fact 
their  servants,  so  highly  situated,  upon  the  is,  the  court  of  directors  have  no  where  de» 
supreme  court,  an  excuse  will  be  furnished,  if  clined  accepting  it ;  on  the  contrary,  they  cao- 
already  it  has  not  been  fiimished,  to  the  direo-  tion  the  govemour-general  and  council  about 
tors  for  declining  the  use  of  their  own  proper  the  manner  of  receiving  the  tender  of  the  mo- 
political  power  and  authority  in  examining  ney,  which  they  expect  him  to  make.  They 
into,  and  animadverting  on  the  conduct  of  say  nothing  of  any  call  made  on  them  by  Mr. 
their  servants.  Their  true  character  as  striet  Barwell's  agent  in  England ;  nor  does  it  ap- 
masters  and  vigilant  govemours  will  merge  in  pear  to  your  committee  that  they  "  have  de- 
that  of  prosecutors.  Their  force  and  energy  acended  to  abiiuie.''  They  have  a  right,  and 
will  evaporate  in  tedious  and  intricate  pro-  it  is  their  duty,  to  express  in  distinct  and  ap- 
cesses ;  in  law  suits  which  can  never  end,  propriate  terms  their  sense  of  all  blamoable 
and  which  are  to  be  carried  on  by  the  very  conduct  in  their  servants, 
dependants  of  those  who  are  under  prosecu-  So  &r  as  may  be  collected  from  the  evidence 
tion.  On  their  part,  these  servants  will  do-  of  the  company's  records,  Mr.  Barwell's  aa- 
cline  giving  satisfaction  to  their  masters,  be-  sertions  do  not  appear  well  supported ;  but 
cause  they  are  already  before  another  tribu-  even  if  they  were  mose  plausible,  your  com- 
nal  \  and  thus,  by  shifting  responsibility  from  mittee  apprehend,  that  he  could  not  be  dis- 
band to  hand,  a  confederacy  to  defeat  the  charged  from  his  solemn  recorded  promise  to 
whole  spirit  of  the  law,  and  to  remove  all  abide  by  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  directors, 
real  restraints  on  their  actions,  may  be,  in  Their  judgment  was  declared  by  their  resolu- 
time,  fwmed  between  the  servants,  directors,  tion  to  prosecute,  which  it  depended  upon 
prosecutors,  and  court.  Of  this  great  danger,  himself  to  satisfy  by  making  good  his  engage- 
your  committee  will  take  further  notice  in  ment.  To  excuse  his  not  complying  with  the 
another  place.  company's  claims  he  says,  "  ihat  Mm  eompU^ 

No  notice  whatever  appears  to  have  been  onee  wmld  be  urged  as  a  confeetion  of  deltn" 

taken  of  the  company's  orders  in  Bengal  till  quenof,  and  to  proeeedjrom  eonvioion  iff  Am 

the  Uth  of  January,  1 779,  when  Mr.  Barwell  haoing  ueurped  on  the  righta  of  the  company . » 

moved,  that  the  eUnm  made  vpon  him  by  the  Considerations  oi  this  nature  might  properly 

eourt  of  direelor$  ahotdd  be  eUhmitted  to  the  have  induced  Mr.  Barwell  to  stand  upon  bis 

eempany'e  lawyere,  and  that  they  ihouUi  be  right  in  the  first  instance,  '<  and  to  append  (to 

pfffeethf  fnetrueted  to  proucute  upon  it.    In  ose  his  own  words)  to  the  knoe  ofJue  country,  im 


aO     .  BBFORT  OF  A  COMIUTTEE 


wfdw tovinSc^kkfamm,^    ButhispcHbrm-  ibmf\i»ff  impraoMd  the  fiuliog  conlrMtor? 

ano*  eoiiU  not  Iibto  more  weighl  to  infer  d^  in  iheir  own  hotuea ;  a  teveritj  wfakrh  answora 

linquency  then  his  prwuM.    Yoorconnii-  so  uieAil  purpose.    Such  persons  are  so  ma* 

tss  think  his  obeerratMn  eones  too  tato.  my  hands  detached  from  the  improyement,  and 

If  he  had  stood  a  trial  when  he  first  ao-  added  to  the  hurthen  of  the  country.    They 

hnowkdged  the  facts,  and  svbiiutted  htsuotf  afo  p«rson»  of  skill  drawn  from  the  fbtura 

to  ike  judgment  of  the  court  of  direetors,  tho  eupplj  of  that  monopoly,  in  &Toar  of  whicfa 

«nt  woaU  haM  been  carriod  on  under  die  di-  they  are  proseeoted.    In  case  of  the  death  of 

rection  of  General  Clavsringi  Colonel  JMon-  the  debtor,  this  rigorous  demand  &lk  upon 

BOB,  and  Mr.  Fraocia ;  whereas,  in  the  year  the  rained  houses  of  widows  and  orphans, 

1171^,  his  inOaenca  at  Ibe  board  gave  bim  the  and  iMy  be  easily  conTerted  into  a  meana 

oondnct  ef  it  himself.    In  an  interval  of  fiwr  either  of  erael  oppression,  or  a  mercenary 

yvars,  it  naay  be  presumed  that  great  altera-  iadulgenooi  according  to  the  temper  of  the  ex- 

tjeu  might  have  happened  in  the  statoof  tbe  ncteis. 

esidance  against  bim.  Instead  of  thus  baring  recourse  to  impri- 

In  Ihe  sobee^oent  proceedings  of  the  gov-  sonment,  the  old  balance  is  sometimes  deducli- 

enour^gsiwrBi  and  eovicil,  Ihe  noose  will  find  ed  from  the  current  produce.    This,  in  these 

thai  Mr.  Harwell  complained  that  his  huitan-  circumstances,  is  a  grievous  discouragement, 

cea  for  carrying  on  the  proeeculkHi  were  itt>*  People  must  be  discouraged  from  entering 

eiectual,  owing  to  Uw  legal  diflSculties  and  into  a  business,  when,  the  commodity  being 

delays  urgtd  by  the  eompanj^M  lam  ^fictn  ,*  fixed  to  one  invariable  standard,  and  confined 

which  your  coaunittee  do  not  find  have  yet  to  one  market,  the  best  success  can  be  attended 

besB  removed.    As  ibr  as  the  latest  advices  only  with  a  limited  advantage,^  whilst  a  defec- 

reaefa,  no  progress  appears  to  have  been  made  tive  produce  can  never  be  compensated  by  an 

in  tbe  business.    In  July,  178S,  the  court  of  augumented  price.    Accordingly,  very  little  of 

diseetors  foand  it  necessary  to  order  an  ao-  tbne  advances  has  been  recovered ;  and  after 

count  ef  all  suits  against  Europeans,  depend-  much  vexation  the  pursuit  has  generally  been 

ing  in  the  supmme  oourC  of  jutfieature,  to  be  abandoned.    It  is  plain  that  there  can  be  oo 

traaaautled  to  them,  and  that  no  time  should  life  and  vigour  in  any  business  under  a  mone- 

b«  loat  in  bringkig  them  to  a  determimUka.  poly  so  constituted ;  nor  can  the  true  produc- 
tive resources  of  the  country,  in  so  large  aa 

— — i—  article  of  its  commerce,  ever  come  to  be  flilly 

known. 
iA&TFBTms.  The  supply  &r  the  company's  demand  in 

Engluid  h^  rarefy  (alien  short  of  two  thou- 
Tbe  next  article  of  direct  mooeperly,  vah-  sand  tons,  nor  much  exceded  two  thousand 
servient  to  the  eompan/s  export,  is  saltpetre,  five  hundred.  A  (fiscretionary  allowance  of 
TbiST  as  well  as  opium,  is  far  the  greater  part  this  commodity  has  been  made  to  the  French, 
the  produce  of  the  province  of  Bahar.  The  Dutch,  and  Danes,  who  purchase  their  allotted 
difhrsnee  between  the  nmnagement  and  destN  shares  at  some  small  advance  on  the  company's, 
nation  ef  the  two  articles  has  been  this :  mi-  price.  The  supply  destined  (or  the  London 
til  the  year  1789,  the  opium  has  been  sold  in  market  is  proportioned  to  the  spare  tonnage ; 
the  country,  and  the  produce  of  the  sale  laid  and,  to  accommodate  that  tonnage,  the  salt- 
out  in  country  merchandise  for  the  company^  petre  is  sometimes  sent  to  Madras,  and  some- 
export  A  great  part  of  the  sahpeCre  is  sent  times  even  to  Bombay ;  and  that  not  imfi^ 
out  in  kind,  and  never  has  contributed  to  the  queotly  in  vessels  expressly  employed  for  the 
interior  circulation  and  commerce  of  Bengal,  purpose. 

It  b  managed  by  agency  on  tbe  company's  ao-  Mr.  Law,  chief  of  PUna,  being  examined 
coont.  The  price  paid  to  the  manufacturer  is  on  the  effect  of  that  monopoly,  delivorod  his 
hivnriable.  Some  of  the  larger  undertakers  opinion,  that,  with  regard  to  tbe  company's 
receive  advaacee  to  enable  them  to  prosecute  Cradf ,  the  monopoly  was  advantageous  ,*  but 
their  work ;  but  as  they  are  not  always  equal-  as  sovereigns  of  the  country  they  must  be 
ly  careAil  or  (itrtunate,  it  happens  that  large  loeen  by  it.  These  two  capacities  in  the 
bahnees  acconralate  against  them.  Orders  company  are  found  in  perpetual  contradiction, 
have  been  sent  from  Calcutta,  fhm  time  to  But  much  doubt  may  arise  whether  this  mono- 
tiaae,  to  recover  their  balances,  with  little  or  poly  will  be  (bund  advantageous  to  the  com- 
BO  sneeeea;  but  with  great  vexation  to  all  pany,  either  in  the  one  capacity  or  the  other. 
^  ^  ^  maBnfbdnie.    SometinMa  Thagroaa  eeounodigr}  monopolized  firaala 
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I,  ]•  imnfluiaj  fipom  the  v«T«aa«  in  be  cwiiihitJ  as  a  fwiihinwital  principlo  in 

B— gil ;  lb»  oartftio  w  fifea  fer  the  huan^  aocfa  a  a^wlem,  that  it  is  to  ba  pffoieirsd  in 

mm.    The  loss  of  iotarMt  en  the  a^fanees,  the  stnetest  obedieBOS  to  the  gofenuBenl  at 

semeliiai  the  loaa  af  the  prindpal ;  the  s»>  hoaie.    Athaiaiatratiea  la  ladia,  at  aa  i»- 

peasa  of  carriage  from  Patna  (e  Gaicatta;  Bean  dialaace  froaa  tiM  scat  of  the  sopreaw 

Ae  Tarieas  Inariiiigs  and  unlnaiHags,  aad  in-  aothoiit/  ;  samated  with  the  noat  eartenaive 

■anoKa ;  (wfaieh  thoagh  bonie  Xtj  the  oonipa>  powors ;  liable  to  the  graataat  Tfptarioaf ; 

ay,  is  still  iaaoraace ; )  the  engageaMnt  fbr  pesaeaaing  the  aaiplesiaieana  of  abuaa ;  rul- 

the-otdaance,  limited  io  price,  aad  ineguhv  ing  evor  a  people  guarded  by  ao  diatiact  or 

in  payment ;  the  daurga  of  ageacy  and  bh»>  w^l-aaeertaioad  pmilegtai  whoae  kaguaga, 

thiQiagh  all  its  giadatioaa  and  ■uecea  amaaera,  and  ladioai  pvejudioea,  reader  aot 

;  wiMa  alltlwae  ate  takna  into  ooaaid^  ooly  redreaai  bat  aU  oomplaint  on  their  part, 

;,  It  may  be  found,  thai  the  gaaa  of  the  a  nmtter  of  extreme  diffcuUy ;  aucfa  aa  m^ 

r,  as  tradera,  wili  be  ht  from  compeo-  ministratian,  it  is  erideot,  never  can  be  made 

lag  thair  less  as  aairereigas.    A  body  tike  aabaerneat  to  the  intermts  of  Qreat  Britain 

I  Baat^adia  comyaay  oaa  Maiceiy,  ia  aaj  er  evaa  tolerable  to  the  aatiTea,  but  by  the 

imasliwjw,  hope  te  eany  oa  the  delaili  af  strictaat  rigear  in  eaaiUiMg  obedienoe  to  tfaa 

a  baiiaam,  from  ila  commimremant  te  omimaDda  of  the  antheri^  lawfblly  set  over  it. 

its  ooachaion,  with  any  degree  of  ■ueceai.  But  your  cooomittoe  find^  that  this  prua»> 

la  lbs  subjoined  estiaiafe  of  profit  aad  Iom,  pie  has  beenfor  aome  yeara Tery  little  attead- 

dM  vafam  of  the  conunodity  b  atated  at  its  in-  ad  to.    Before  the  passiag  the  act  of  1773, 

waace  prke  at  Calcutta.    Bat  this  afieids  ao  the  prof  ma  id  pnrpoae  of  ^idncb  was  to  aaewe 

jaateatimote  of  the  whole  ^eet  of  a  dealingi  a  better  suboidinatioa  in  the  company's  aer* 

ibhare  the  coaipany^  charge  oomaaences  in  raats,  sach  was  Ae  firamess  with  which  the 

the  fint  natiments  of  the  manoftrture,  aad  eoart  of  direolora  omintainod  their  aotbori^, 

not  at  the  porebaae  at  the  place  of  mha  and  that  they  diaplaoed  goreraear  Cartier,  ceafeaa 

valuation  ;  for  they  may  be  hoary  leaiea  en  edly  a  meritorious  aervaat,  for  diaobedieaea 

the  vmhie  at  wtneh  the  aaltpetre  is  eatiamtrd,  of  orders ;  although  bia  case  waa  not  a  great 

wiiea  ahipped  off  on  their  aocomit,  without  ^ieal  nmre  thaa  aquestioa  by  whom  the  onlera 

any  appearance  ia  the  account ;  and  the  ii^  were  Io  be  obeyed.    Yet  the  diiectora  were 

qairiea  of  your  eoaaaittee,  to  find  the  char-  ao  aensMe  of  the  neceesiiy  of  a  punctual  aad 

ges  on  the  aakpelm  previous  to  the  flipping,  literal  obedience,  that,  conceiving  their  ordera 

have  bean  froitkas,  went  to  the  partiea,  who  were  to  obey,  aa 

well  aa  to  the  act  to  be  done,  they  proceeded 
with  a  atrictnem,  thai,  in  all  casee,  except 
that  of  their  pecoliar  government,  might  well 


am^naa  •OTsaManinr  mm  ikdia.  beconaidered  as  rigoroua.    But  ia  proportioa 

as  tin  necemity  of  enforcing  obedience  grew 

Thb  other  link  bj  whichlndia  ia  bound  to  atroager  and  more  ui^gent,  and  in  proportion 

Cheat  Briaua,  ia  the  government  eatabliahed  to  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  objecCa 

diBve  eriginalfy  by  the  aathority  of  the  Eaat-  affected  by  disebedience,  this  rigour  haa  been 

India  compaay,  and  afterwarda  modified  by  relaxed.    Acta  of  disebedience,  have  no^oiH 

parfiament,  by  the  acts  of  1779  and  1780L.  ly  grown fi^equeat,  bat  ayateaiatic;  and  thev 

This  system  of  govenunent  appean  to  your  have  appeared  ia  such  inatancea,  and  are  aman 

soDunittee  to  be  at  least  as  much  disordered,  ferted  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  amount  in  the 

and  as  much  perverted  from  every  good  pnr^  company's  aervanta,  to  little  less  than  abae- 

poea,  for  which  lawfiil  rule  ia  eatabUshed,  aa  lute  independence ;  againat  which,  on  the  part 

the  trading  aystem  has  been  from  every  just  of  the  directors,  there  is  nostruggle,  aad  hard, 

principle  of  eommaroe.    Tour  committee,  in  ly  so  much  as  a  protest  to  preserve  a  claim, 

tracing  the  causea  of  thia  diaorder  throng  ito  Before  your  cAmmittee  proceed  to  oScr  to 

eflbcts,  have  first  considered  the  government  the  house  their  reoau'ks  on  the  most  distii>« 

88  it  is  constituted  and  managed  wilhia  itself  gnished  of  these  inatancea,  the  particulars  of 

Isgiannig  with  its  most  essentia]  aad  fimda-  which  they  have  already  reported,  they  deem 

maatal  part,  the  order  and  disciptine,  by  whicfa  it  neeasaary  to  enter  into  aoam  detail  of  a 

theaapteam  authority  of  this  kingdom  is  main-  transaction  equally  extraordinary  and  tmpor- 

toined.  tant,  though  not  yet  brought  into  the  view  of 

The  British  govermnent  in  India  being  a  parliameat,  which  appcara  to  have  kid  the 

dehgated  pamat^  it  eagjht  ta  fonndatien of  the  principle abuseathalaasuedK 
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%M  well  M  to  hay«  given  strength  and  oocawt-  drekded  the  cha^e  of  becoming  aceoaiplioes 
agement  to  those  that  existed.     To  this  tranS'  to  an  evasion  of  the  act,  by  which  Mr.  Uastp- 
action,  and  to  the  omtclusions  naturally  dedu-  ings,  resigning  the  service,  would  escape  the 
cible  from  it,  your  committee  attribute  that  consequences  attached  by  law  to  a  dismission; 
general  spirit  of  disobedience  and  indepen-  they  therefore    denumded  Mr.   Macleane's 
doice  which  has  since  prevailed  in  the  gov-  written  authority.     This  he  declared  he  could 
emment  of  Bengal.  not  give  into  their  hands,  as  the  letter  contain- 
Your  committee  find,  that  in  the  year  1775,  ed  other  matters,  of  a  nature  extronely  fon- 
Mr.  Lauchlan  Maeleane  was  sent  into  Eng-  fidential ;  but  that  if  they  would  appoint  a 
land  as  agent  to  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  to  commUtee  of  the  directors,  he  would  readily 
Mr.  Hastings.     The  conduct  of  Mr.  Hast-  communicate  to  them  Uie  necessary  parts  of 
ings,  in  assisting  to  extirpate,  for  a  sum  of  the  letter,  and  give  them  perfect  satiaiaction 
money  to  be  paid  to  the  company,  the  inn(v>  with  regard  to  his  authority.    A  deputation 
cent  nation  of  the  Rohillaa.  had  drawn  upon  was  accordingly  named ;  who  reported  that 
him  the  censure  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  they  had  seen  Mr.  Hastings's  instructions, 
the  unanimous  censure  of  the  court  of  pro-  contained  in  a  paper  in  kU  own  hand-^oritungf 
prietors.     The  former  had  even  resolved  to  and  that  the  authority  for  the  act  now  done  by 
prepare  an  application  to  his  majesty  for  Mr.  Mr.  Macleane  was  clear  and  sufficient.    Mr. 
Hastings's  dismission.  Vansittart,  a  very  particular  friend  of  Mr. 
Another  general  court  was  called  on  this  Hastings,  and  Mr.  John  Stuart,  his  roost  al^ 
proceeding.    Mr.  Hastings  was  then  openly  tached  and  confidential  dependant,  attended  on 
supported  by  a  majority  of  the  court  of  pro-  this  occasion,  and  proved  that  directions,  per- 
prietors,  who  professed  to  entertain  a  good  fectly  correspondent  to  this  written  authority, 
opinion  of  his  general  ability  and  rectitude  had  been  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  their  pr^ 
of  intention,  notwithstanding  the  unanimous  sence.    By  this  means,  the  powers  were  fiiUy 
censure  passed  upon  him.    In  that  censure  auth«iticated;  but  the  letter  remunedsale  in 
they  therefore  seemed  disposed  to  acquiesce,  Mr.  Macleane's  hands, 
without  pushing  the  matter  ftirther.     But  as  Nothing  being  now  wanting  to  the  ssUsfius 
the  offence  was  fkr  from  trifling,  and  the  con-*  tion  of  the  directors,  the  resignation  was  for- 
demnation  of  the  measure  recent,  they  did  mally  accepted.    Mr.  Wheler  was  named  to 
not  directly  attack  the  resolution  of  the  direct-  fill  the  vacancy,  and  presented  for  his  majes- 
ors  to  apply  to  his  majesty,  but  voted  in  the  ty's  approbation,  which  was  received.     The 
ballot,  tluit  it  should  be  re-considered.     The  act  was  complete,  and  the  office  th»s  Mr. 
business  therefore  remained  in  suspense,  or  Hastings  had  resigned,  was  legally  filled, 
it  rather  seemed  to  be  dropped,  for  some  This  proceeding  was  officially  notified  in  Ben- 
months,  when  Mr.  Macleane  took  a  step,  of  gal,  and  GUmeral  Clavering,  as  senioor  in 
a  nature  not  in  the  least  to  be  expected  fi-om  council,  was  in  course  to  succeed  to  the  office 
the  condition  in  which  the  cause  of  his  prin-  of  govemour-general. 
cipal  stood,  which  was  apparently  as  fovour-  Mr.  Hastings,  to  extricato  himself  from 
able  as  the  circumstances  could  bear.    Hith-  the  difficulties  into  which  this  resignation 
erto  the  support  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  gene-  had  brought  him,  had  recourse  to  one  of  those 
ral  Qourt  was  only  by  a  majority ;  but  if,  on  unlooked-for  and  hardy  measures  which  cha- 
application  fi^m  the  directors,  be  should  be  racterize  the  whole   of  his  administration, 
removed,  a  mere  majority  wouU  not  have  He  came  to  a  resolution  of  disowning  liis 
been  sufficient  for  his  restoration.     The  door  agent,  denying  his  letter,  and  disavowing  his 
would  have  been  barred  against  his  return  to  fi'iends.    He  insisted  on  continuing  in  the 
the  company's  service,  by  one  of  the  strong-  execution  <^hiB  office,  and  supported  himself 
est  and  most  substantial  clauses  in  the  regu-  by  such  reasons  as  could  be  furnished  in  such 
lating  act  of  1773.    Mr.  Macleane,  proba-  a  cause.    An  open  schism  instantly  divided 
bly  to  prevent  the  manifest  ill  consequences  the  council.    General  Clavering  claimed  tlhs 
of  sudi  a  step,  came  forward  with  a  letter  to  office,  to  which  he  ought  to  succeed,  and  Mr. 
the  court  of  directors,  declaring  his  provision-  Francis  adhered  to  him ;  Mr.  Barweil  stuck 
al  powers,  and  offering,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  to  Mr.  Hastings.    The  two  parties  assembled 
Hastings,  an  immediate  resignation  of  his  o&  separately,  and  every  thing  was  running  fast 
fioe.  into  a  confusion,  which  suspended  govern- 
On  this  occasion  the  directors  showed  them-  ment,  and  might  very  probably  have  ended  in 
selves  extremely  punctilious  with  regard  to  a  civil  war,  Iwd  not  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
Mr.  Macleane's  powers.      They  probably  court,  on  a  reference  to  them,  settled  the  ooo- 
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lioronj,  by  deciding  Uiat  the  resipntion  wm  from  the  then  attorney  tnd  the  then  solici- 
att  inviilid  net,  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  to^-general  and  Mr.  Dunning  [now  the 
still  in  the  legal  posscsaion  of  his  place,  which  Lords  Thurlow,  Loughborough,  and  Ash- 
had  been  actually  filled  op  in  England.  It  burton]  together  with  Mr.  Adair  [now  re- 
was  eztraovdinarj,  that  the  nullity  of  this  corder  of  London.]  None  of  them  gave 
resignation  shoold'  not  hare  been  disoorered  a  positive  opinion  against  the  grounds  of  the 
in  England,  where  the  act  authorizing  the  prosecution.  The  attorney-general  doubt- 
resignation  then  was ;  where  the  agent  was  ed  on  the  prtutenee  of  the  proceedings,  and 
personally  present ;  where  the  witnesses  were  censured  (as  it  well  deserved)  the  ill  state- 
eiamined;  and  where  there  was  and  oould  mentofthecase.  Three  of  them,  Mr.  Wed- 
be  DO  want  of  legal  advice,  either  on  the  part  derbum,  Mr.  Dunning,  and  Mr.  Adair, 
of  the  company  or  of  the  crown.  The  judges  were  clear  in  favour  of  the  prosecution, 
look  no  light  matter  upon  them  in  snpersed-  No  prosecution  however  was  had,  and  the 
ing  and  thereby  condemning  the  legality  of  directors  contented  themselves  with  censur- 
his  majesty's  appointment ;  for  such  it  be-  ing  and  admonishing  Mr.  Hastings. 
came  by  the  royal  approbation.  With  regard  to  the  supreme  council,  the 

On  this  dettfmination,  such  as  it  was,  the  members,  who  chose  (for  it  was  choice  only) 
division  in  the  meeting,  but  not  in  the  minds  to  attend  to  the  orders  which  were  issued  from 
of  the  council,  ceased.  General  Clavering  the  languishing  authority  of  the  directors,  con- 
unifomly  opposed  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Has-  tinned  to  receive  unprofitable  applauses  and 
tings  to  the  end  of  his  life.  But  Mr  .-Has-  no  support.  Their  correspondence  was  si- 
tings showed  more  temper  under  much  greater  ways  filled  with  complaints,  the  justice  of 
provocations.  In  disclaiming  his  agent,  and  which  was  always  admitted  by  the  court  of 
b  efieet  accusing  him  of  an  imposture  the  directors ;  but  this  admission  of  the  existence 
most  deeply  injurious  to  his  character  and  of  the  evil  showed  only  the  impotence  of  those 
fortune,  snd  of  the  grossest  forgery  to  support  who  were  to  administer  the- remedy.  The 
it,  he  was  so  very  mild  and  indulgent,  as  not  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  resisted 
to  show  any  active  resentment  against  his  un-  with  success  in  so  capital  an  instance  as  that 
faithlul  agent,  nor  to  complain  to  the  court'of  of  the  resignation,  was  not  likely  to  be  re- 
directors.  It  was  expected  in  Bengal,  that  spected  in  any  other.  Wliat  infiucnce  it 
some  strong  measures  would  have  immediate-  really  had  on  the  conduct  of  the  company's 
ly  been  taken  to  preserve  the  just  rights  of  tho  servants  may  be  collected  from  the  facts  that 
liing^  and  of  the  court  of  directors  ;  as  this  pro-  followed  it 

eeeding,  unaccompanied  with  the  severest  ani-  The  disobedience  of  Mr.  Hastings  has  of 

madversion,  manifestly  struck  a  decisive  blow  late  not  only  become  uniform  and  systemati- 

at  the  existence  of  the  most  essential  powers  cal  in  practice,  but  has  been  in  principle  also 

of  both.     But  your  committee  do  not  find  that  supported  by  him  and  by  Mr.  Harwell,  late  a 

any  measures  whatever,  such  as  the  case  member  of  the  supreme  council  in  Bengal, 

seemed  to  demand,  were  taken.     The  obser-  and  now  a  member  of  this  house, 

rations  made  by  the  court  of  directors,  on  In  this  consultation  of  the  20th  of  July, 

iHiat  they  call  "  thete  extraordinary  traMoc-  1778,  Mr.  Barwell  gives  it  as  his  solemn  and 

Cjens,"  are  just  and  well  applied.     They  con-  deliberate  opinion,  that  "  while  Mr.  Has- 

dode  with  a  declaration,  '<  that  the  measures  tings  is  in  the  government,  tho  respect  and 

whkh  it  might  he  neee»$ary  for  tium  to  take,  dignity  of  his  station  should  be  supported, 

m  order  to  retrieve  the'honow  of  the  company ^  In  these  sentiments  I  must  decline  an  acqui- 

and  to  prevent  the  tike  abute  from  being  prao'  esccnco  in  any  order,  which  has  a  tendency  to 

tifed  m  future ^  ^wuld  have  their  moet  tenous  bring  the  government  into  disrepute.    As 

mid  earUett  eonnderation  ,*"  and  with  this  de-  the  company  have  the  means  and  power  of 

olaration  they  appear  to  have  closed  the  ac-  forming  their  own  administration  in  India, 

count,  and  to  have  dismissed  the  subject  for-  they  may  at  pleasure  place  whom  they  please 

ever.  at  Uie  head ;  but  in  my  opinion  they  are  not 

A  sanction  was  hereby  given  to  all  fiiture  authorized  to  treat  a  person  in  that  post  with 

defiance  of  erery. authority  in  this  kingdom,  indignify.** 

Several  other  matters  of  complaint  against  By  treating  them  with  indignity  (in  the 

Mr.  Hastings,  particularly  the  charge  of  pecu-  paiticuUr  cases  wherein  they  have  declined 

lation,  foil  to  the  ground  at  the  same  time,  obedience  to  orders)  they  must  mean  those  or- 

Optnions  of  counsel  had  been  taken,  relative  ders  which  imply  a  censure  on  any  part  of 

to  a  prosecution  at  law  upon  this  dmrge,  their  oonduet,  a  rerenal  of  any  of  their  pro* 


^  REPORT  OF  A  OOMIOTTES 


eaedinfs,  or,  as  Mr.  Barwoll  aiprwini  Um-  lar  aod  «|Meu]  ordmv ;   on  one  of  «Udi 

■eif  in  words  very  significaDt,  in  uj  ordcn,  the  abovo  cxtrafordinary  lioctriiie  iraa  mam 

that  have  a  Undetuy  to  bring  thdr  goTcm-  Uined. 

neat  into  disrepute.    The  amplitude  <^  this        Theae  are  the  oasea  of  Mr.  Fofwfce,  Mr. 
latter  description  reserving  to  tliem  the  jud^  Brislow,  and  Mahomed  Rosa  Kh&a.    la  a 
ment  of  any  orders,  whi<£  have  ao  much  as  few  «reeka  aAer  the  death  ofCoUioai  MonaaB, 
that  tendency  puta  them  in  poaseaaioo  of  a  Mr.  Hastings  having  <riMa.iBed  a  noajcrily  m 
complete  independenoe ;  an  iodepeodeaoe  in-  council  by  Ins  casting  vote,  Mr.  Fowko  ami 
eluding  a  despotic  authority  over  thesubonU-  Mr.  Briatow  wore  called  fron  their  reapaft* 
nates  and  the  country.     The  very  meaaa  tive  offices  of  residents  at  Beaares  and  Ouda; 
taken  by  the  directors  for  enforcing  their  au-  P^eoea,  which  have  become  the  scenes  «| 
thority  becomes,  on  this  principle,  a  cause  of  other  extraordinary  operations  under  the  oon- 
further  disobedience.    It  is  observable,  that  duct  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  person.    For  tfaa 
their  principlesi  of  disobedience  do  not  refer  to  recall  of  Mr.  Bristow  no  reason  was  aanign* 
any  local  consideration  overlooked  by  tbe  di-  ed.     The  reason  assigned  for  the  proceeding 
rectors,  which  might  supersede  their  orders,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Fowke  was,  that  **  the 
or  to  any  change  of  circumstances,  which  pnrpoees  for  which  he  was  appointed  were 
might  render  another  course  advisable,  or  then  fully  accomplished.'* 
even  perhaps  necessary ;  but  it  relates  aoldy        An  account  of  the  removal  of  Mr.  Fowka 
to  their  own  intoriour  feelings  in  nutteia  relh-  was  communicated  to  the  court  of  dtradora, 
live  to  themselves,  and  their  opinion  of  their  in  a  letter  of  the  2Sd  of  December,  1774.    Oa 
own  dignity  and  reputation.     It  is  plain,  this  notification,  the  court  had  nothing  to  con- 
that  they  have  wholly  forgotten  who  they  are,  elude,  but  that  Mr.  Hastings  from  a  rigid 
and  whsit  the  nature  of  their  office  is.    Mr.  pursuit  of  cBConomy  in  the  management  of 
Hastmgs  and  Mr.  Harwell  are  servants  of  the  company's  affairs,  had  recalled  a  useWas 
the  company ;  and  as  such,  by  the  duty  inhe-  officer.     But  without  alleging  any  variation 
rent  in  that  relation,  as  well  as  by  their  spo-  whatsoever  in  ibecircumstanoM,  in  less  than 
cial  covenants,  were  obliged  to  yield  obe-  twenty  days  afler  the  order  for  the  recall  of 
dience  to  the  orders  of  their  masters.     They  Mr.  Fowke,  and  the  very  day  ojUr  the  df 
have,  as  fiir  as  they  were  able,  cancelled  ail  tpateh  containing  an  account  of  the  transae» 
the  bondi  of  this  relation,  and  all  the  sancv  tion,  Mr.  Hastings  reoommendod  Mr.  Grap 
tions  of  these  covenants.  ham  to  this  very  office ;  the  aid  of  which,  hs 
But  in  thus  throwing  off  the  authority  of  declared  to  the  directors  but  the  day  befbre^ 
the  court  of  directors,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  had  been  folly  accomplished.     And  not  ihink- 
Barwell  have  thrown  off  the  authority  of  ilie  ing  this  sufficient,  he  appointed  Mr.  D.  Bar- 
whole  legislative  power  of  Great  Britain ;  well  as  his  aasistant,  at  a  salary  of  about  foor 
for,  by  the  regulating  act  of  the  thirteenth  of  hundred  pounds  a  year.    Against  this  extra* 
his  majesty,  they  are  expressly   "directed  ordinary  act  General   Clavcring  and  Mr. 
and  required  to  pay  due  obedience  to  all  such  Francis  entered  a  protest, 
orders  as  they  sliall  receive  from  the  court  of        So  early  as  the  6ih  of  the  following  Janna- 
directors  of  the  said  united  company."    Such  ry,  the  appointment  of  these  gentlemen  wna 
is  the  declaration  of  the  law.    But  Mr.  Bai^  communicated  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  di» 
well  declares,  that  he  declines  obedience  to  rectors,  without  any  sort  of  cokwr,  apology, 
my  orders,  which  he  shall  interpret  to  bo  in-  or  explanation.    That  court  found  a  servant 
dignities  on  a  govemour-general.     To  the  removed  from  his  station  without  complaint, 
dear  injimctions  of  the  legislature,  Mr.  Has-  contrary  to  the  fcnour  of  one  of  their  standing 
lings  and  Mr.  Harwell  iMve  thought  proper  injunctions.    They  allow,  however,  and  wiik 
to  oppose  their  pretended  reputation  and  dig-  reason,  that,  "  if  it  were  possible  to  mippoaa 
nity ;  as  if  tho  chief  honour  of  public  minis-  that  a  saving,  kc.  had  been  his  motive,  they 
tors  in  every  situation  waa  not  to  yield  a  would  have  approved  his  proceeding.     But 
cheerful  cbedience  to  the  laws  of  their  coun-  that  when,  immediately  afterwards,  two  pef^ 
try.    Year  committee  to  render  evident  to  aons  with  fioa  salaries  had  been  appointed  to 
this  house  t!)e  general  nature  and  tendency  of  execute  the  office,  which  had  been  filled  with 
this  pretended  dignity,  and  to  IHustrata  the  reputation  by  Mr.  Fowke  alone,  and  that  Mr 
nal  principles  upon  which  they  appear  t«  Graham  enjoys  all  the  emoluments  amsMd 
have  acted,  think  it  necessary  to  make  obaer^  to  the  office  of  Mr.  Fowke  ;*'  they  profiariy 
vations  on  three  or  four  of  the  casea,  already  conclude,  that   Mr.    Fowke  was  reaaoved 
npartad,  of  marked  dieabadiwioa  to  partial-  mthaiit  just  aauaa  lo  make  way  for  Maw 
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;  9mi  strictly  cnjois,  iM  the  foraMr  aoUd  re«MM,  grounded  on  the  companj^s  n- 

be  rcimfitwi  ioAis  office  of  resideat  m  poet  press  orders,  praying  to  be  iDrormcd  of  the 

'  oT  Benares,    la  the  same  letter  tiie|p  charge  against  bun.     This  letter  appears  to 

ibeir  rigbis  ia  a  tone  of  hrroaing  firifr*  bav«  been  received  bj  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 

and  declare,  ibal  "  on  no  acemmt  we  Barwell  very  loftiiy.    Mr.  Hastings  said, 

permit  our  ovden  to  be  disbbejed,  or  ovr  "  tbal  suob  applications  were  irregular ;  that 

authority  disiegaided.*'  they  are  not  accountable  to  Mr.  Fowke  fi>r 


It  was  now  to  be  seen  which  of  the  parties     their  resolution  respecting  bim.    The 
to  give  way.     The  orders  were  clear  and    soas  for  suspending  the  elocution   of  the 


precise,  and  enforced  by  a  strong  declaration  orders  of  the  court  of  directors  contain  ne 

flf  the  resolution  of  the  court  to  make  itself  dkorge,  nor  tbedighteai  impuiation  of  a  charg% 

obeyed.    Mr.  Hastings  fairly  joined  issue  against  Mr.  Fowke ;  6«/ /  <ee  no  reason  aoAjf 

I  this  point  with  bis  masters ;  and,  having  /Ae  6oard  sAokM  cimdtacend  to  tell  him  so.** 


disobeyed  the  general  instructions  <^  the  con»-  Aooonlin^y ,  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Francis 

pany,  detcmiaed  to  pay  no  obedienos  tn  ibeir  and  Mr.   Wbeler,    to  inform  Mr.   Fowke 

special  order.  "  that  they  had  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied 

On  the  tist  of  July,  1778,  he  moved,  and  with  his  conduct,"  on  the  previous  question 

snocaeded  in  his  proposition,  that  the  eaecu-  was  rejected. 

Cioo  of  these  orders  should  be  suspended.  By  this  resolution,  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 

The  reason  be  assigned  (or  this  suspension  liarwoU  discovered  another  principle,  and  no 

lets  in  great  light  upon  the  true  chancter  ot  less  dangerous  than  the  first ;  namely,  thai 

aU  these  proce^ings,  "  that  his  consent  to  persons,  deriving  a  valuable  interest  under 

the  recall  of  Mr.  Graham  would  be  adequate  the  company's  oilers,  so  ihr  fi-om  being  heard 

to  bis  own  resignation  of  the  service,  as  it  in  favour  of  their  right,  arc  not  so  much  as  to 

srooU  iofliet  such  a  wound  on  on  4as  oalAerti^  be  informed  of  the  grounds  on  which  they  are 

mmi  u^/tumm,  that  be  oould  not  maintain  it.**  deprived  of  it. 

If  that  had  been  his  opinion,  he  ought  ta  The  arrival  soon  afler  of  Sir  Eyre  Coola, 

have  resigned,  and  not  disobeyed ;  becMse  it  giving  another  opportunity  of  trial,  the  ques- 

was  not  necessary  that  he  should  boU  his  tion  for  obedience  to  the  company's  orders 

office ;  but  it  was  necessary,  that,  whilst  be  [1st  and  5th  of  April,   1779,]  was  again 

held  it,  he  should  oboy  his  superioura  and  brought  on  by  Mr.  Francis,  and  again  rcceiv- 

submit  to  the  law.    Much  more  truly  was  his  ed  a  negative.    Sir  Eyre  Coote,  though  pre- 

ormduct  a  virtual  resignation  of  his  tawfiil  sent,  ami  declaring  that  had  ho  been  at  the 

office,  and  at  :fie  same  time  an  usurpation  of  original  consultation  he  should  have  voted 

a  situation  which  did  not  belong  to  him,  to  for  the  immediate  oxecutipn  of  the  company^ 

boU  a  subordinate  office,  and  to  refuse  to  act  orders,  yet  was  resolved  to  avoid  what  he 

aixnniinffto  iu  duties.    Had  his  authority  calledony  Und  o/'re<ro«pec<.    His  nrutrality 

beea    selP^riginated,  it    wcu!il   have   boon  gained  the  question  in  favour  of  this  the  third 

womided  by  his  submission  *,  but  in  this  case  resolution  for  disobedience  to  orders, 

the  true  nature  of  his  authority  was  affirmed.  The  resolution  in  Bengal  being  thus  deci- 

not  injured,  by  his  uboJience,  because  it  was  sively  taken,  it  came  to  the  turn  of  the  court 

a  power  derived  fr«>ni  others,  and,  by  its  e^  of  directors  to  act  their  part.    They  did  act 

to  be  eioeuted  according  to  their  dirao-  their  part  exactly  in  their  old  manner ;  they 

had  recourse  to  their  old  remedy  of  repeating 


la  this  determined  disobedience  he  was  sap-  orders  which  had  been  disobeyed.    The  di- 

ported  by  Mr.  Barwell,  who  on  thai  eecwion  rectors  declare  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 

doiivered  the  dangerous  doctrine,  to  which  Barwell  (though  without  any  apparent  rea- 

yonr committee  la!e1y  adverted.    Mr.  Fowke,  soa)  that  **  they  have  read  with  aatontMhrnift 


wbo  had  a  most  material  interest  in  this  do-  their  formal  rtaobUicn  to  suspend  the  ex 

termfaiation,  applied  by  letter  to  be  informed  tion  of  their  orders  *,  that  they  shall  take  socb 

esnoeminjt  it.    An  answer  was  sent,  ao-  measures  as  appear  necessary  for  preserving 

qnaiBtin^  him  coldly,  and  without  any  reason  the  authori^  of  the  court  ofdirtetort,  and  fm* 

nssiened.  of  what  had  been  resolved  ralative  preventing  meh  inatoneea  of  direct  and  vji^ 

tn  fab  office.    This  oommunration  was  soon  disobedience  in  their  servants  in  time  to 

Mlowed  by  another  letter  from  Mr.  Fowka,  come."    They  tlien  renew  their  direetiona 

with  grant  snbiffimion  and  remarkable  dsoa»-  ooncemii^  Mr.  Fowke.    The  event  of  thh 

«y,  asserting  his  ri^  to  his  efficn,  under  the  tole  meamre,  taken  to  preserve  their  auihoii. 

of  the  court  ^diraotsra;  and&r  <j,  nod  to  prevent  instances  of  direct  and  wft^ 
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ful  disobedience,  your  committee  will  vtate  in  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell,  wlw  had 

its  proper  place,  taking  into  consideration  for  then  acquired  the  majority,  4iriUiout  any  com- 

the  present  the  proceedings  relative  to  Mr.  plaint  having  been  assigned  as  the  cause  of 

Brisiow,  and    to  Mahomed    Reza    Khdn,  his  removal,  and  Mr.  Middleton  was  sent  in 

which  were  altogether  in  the  same  spirit,  his  stead  to  reside  at  the  capital  of  Oude. 

But  as  they  were  diversified  in  the  circum-  The  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they  could 

stances  ofdisobedience  as  well  from  the  case  of  be  apprized  of  this  extraordinary  step,  in 

Mr.  Fowke  as  from  one  another,  and  as  these'  their  letter  of  the  4th  of  July,  1777,  express 

circumstances  tend  to  discover  other  danger-  their  strongest  disapprobation  of  it ;  they  or- 

ous  principles  of  abuse,  and  the  general  pros-  der  Mr.  Middleton  to  be  recalled,  and  Mr. 

trato  condition  of  the  authority  of  parliament  Bristow  to  be  reinstated  in  his  office.    In 

in  Bengal,  your  committee  proceed  first  to  December,  1778,  they  repeat  their  order.    Of 

make  some  observations  upon  them.  these  repeated  orders  no  notice  was  taken. 

The  province  of  Oude,  enlarged  by  the  ac-  Mr.  Bristow,  fatigued  with  unsuccessful  pri- 

cession  of  several  extensive  and  once  flourish-  vate  applications,  which  met  with  a  conuant 

ing  territories,  that  is,  by  the  country  of  the  refusal,  did,  at  length,  on  the  1st  of  May, 

Rohillas,  the  district  of  Corah  and  Allahabad,  1780,  address  a  letter  to  the  board,  making 

and  other  provinces  betwixt  the  (ranges  and  his  claim  of  right ;  entitling  himself  to  his 

Jumna,  is  under  the  nominal  dominion  of  one  oflkes,  under  the  authority  of  the  court  of  di- 

of  the  princes  of  the  country,  called  Asoph  ul  rectors;  and  complaining  of  the  hardships, 

Dowlah.    But  a  body  of  English  troops  is  which  he  suffered  by  the  delay  in  admitting 

kept  up  in  his  country.;  and  the  greatwt  part  him  to  the  exercise  of  it.     This  letter  your 

of  his  revenues  are,  by  one  description  or  an-  committee  have  inserted  at  large  in  the  fifUi 

other,  substantially  under  the  administration  report ;  having  found  nothing  whatsoever  ox- 

of  English  subjects.     He  is,  to  all  purposes,  ceptionable  in  it,  altliougfa  it  seems  to  have 

a  dependant  prince.    The  person  to  be  em-  excited  the  warmest  resentment' in  Mr.  Hasi- 

ployed  in  his  dominions  to  act  for  the  com-  tings. 

mittee,  was  therefore  of  little  consequence  in        This  claim  of  the  party  gave  no  new  force 
his  capacity  of  negotiator ;  but  he  was  vested  to  the  order  of  the  directors,  which  remained 
with  a  trust,  great  and  critical  in  all  pecunia-  without  any  attention  from  the  board,  from 
ry  affairs.    These  provinces  of  dependence  lie  Mr.  Bristow's  arrival  until  the  1st  of  May, 
out  of  the  system  of  the  company's  ordinary  and  with  as  little  from  the  1st  of  May  to  the 
administration  ;  and  transactions  there  cannot  Sd  of  October  following.    On  that  day  Mr. 
be  so  readily  brought  under  the  cognizance  of  Francis,  after  having  caused  the  repeated  or- 
the  court  of  directors.     This  renders  it  the  ders  of  the  court  of  directors  to  be  first  reiid, 
more  necessary  that  the  residents  in  such  moved,  that  Mr.   Bristow  should  be  rein- 
places  should  be  persons  not  disapproved  of  stated  in  his  office.    This  motion,  in  itself 
by  the  court  of  directors.     They  are  to  man-  just  and  proper  in  the  highest  degree,  and  in 
age  a  permanent  interest,  which  is  not,  like  a  which  no  fault  could  be  found,  but  that  it  was 
matter  of  political  negotiation,  variable,  and  not  made  more  early,  was  received  by  Mr. 
which,  from  circumstances,  might  possibly  Hastings  with  the  greatest  marks  of  resent- 
excuse  some  degree  of  discretionary  latitude  ment  and  indignation.    He  declares  in  his 
in  construing  their  orders.    During  the  life-  minute,  that  "  were  the  most  determined  ad- 
time  of  General  Claveringond  Colonel  Mon-  versary  of  the  British  -nation  to  possess,  by 
son,  Mr.  Bristow  was  appointed  to  this  pre-  whatever  means,  a  share  in  the  administra- 
sidency,  and  that  appointment,  being  approv-  tion,  he  could  not  devise  a  measure  in  il»elf 
ed  and  confirmed  by  the  court  of  directors,  so  pernicious,  or  time  it  so  effectual  for  the 
became  in  effect  their  own.    Mr.  Bristow  mm  of  the  British  interests  in  India."    Then 
appears  to  have  shown  himself  a  man  of  turning  to  the  object  of  the  motion,  he  says, 
talents  and  activity.    He  had  been  principal-  "  1  will  ask  who  is  Mr.   Bristow?  that  a 
ly  concerned  in  the  negociations,  by  which  member  of  the  administration  should,  at  soch 
the  company^s  interest  in  the  higher  provin-  a  time,  hold  him  forth  as  an  inatnanent  for 
cos  had  been  established,  and  those  services  the  degradation  of  the  Jlnt  executive  member  qf 
were  considered  by  the  presidency  of  Calcut-  1^  government.    What  are  the  professed 
ta  as  so  meritorious,  that  they  voted  him  ten  objects  of  his  appointment  ?    What  are  the 
thousand  pounds  as  a  reward,  with  many  ex-  merite  and  services,  or  what  the  quat{/leation», 
|»rossions  of  esteem  and  honour.  which  entitle  him  to  sudi  uncommon  distinc" 

Mr.  Bristow,  however,  was  recalled  by  tion?    If  it  for  his  superiour  tnte^nfy,  or  ihr 
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•minent  mhilUifm,  that  1m  is  to  be  Hignifind  cxocbiUnt  powers^  which  he  chooses  to  dis- 
■ft  Mich  hazard  of  eveiy  ooosideratioo,  that  tinguish  by  the  title  of  "  hia  prerogative,' 
on^t  to  ioflueace  tin  mmobon  of  this  ad-  Ib  this  also  will  be  found  an  obscure  hint  of 
ninistratioD  ?  Of  the  former  (his  integrity)  the  cause  of  his  disobedience,  which  your 
Iknow  uoprooft;  I  am  sure  it  is  not  an  evi-  committee  conceive  to  allude  to  the  main 
deaoo  of  it,  that  be  has  been  «tia6^  to  make  cause  of  the  disorders  in  the  government  of 
UBMelf  the  principal  in  such  a  fompetUions  lodiai  namely  an  under-hand  communicatioB 
■ad  lor  ihe  test  of  his  abilities,  I  appeal  to  the    with  Europe. 

letter  whieb  he  has  dand  to  write  to  this        Mr.  Hastings,  by  his  confidence  in  tha 
boardi  and  which  I  am  ashamed  to  say  we    support  derived  from  this  source,  or  from  the 
have  s«i^ersi{.    Idosire  that  acopy  ofit  may    habits  of  independent  power,  is  carried  to 
bo  iuserted  in  this  day's  proceedings,  that  it    such  a  length  as  to  consider  a  motion  to  obey 
nay  stand  before  the  eyes  of  every  member  of    the  court  of  directors  as  a  degradation  of  die 
the  board,  when  he  shall  give  his  vote  upon  a     szecutive  government  in  his  person.     He 
quettioo  for  giving  their  confidence  to  a  man,     looks  upon  a  claim  under  that  authority,  and 
thmr  servmUy  who  has  publicly  insulted  than,     a  complaint  that  it  has  produced  no  effect,  ■■ 
Us  moafers,  and  the  members  of  the  goven>-    4i  piece  of  daring  insolence,  which  he  is 
■Bent,  to  whom  he  owes  Us  oftediaacs;  who,     ashamed  that  the  board  has  suffered.     The 
assuming  an  association  with  the  court  of  di-    behaviour  which  your  committee  consider  ■■ 
rectors,  and  ereoting  himself  into  a  tribuntU,     so  intemperate  and  despotic,  he  regards  as  a 
hat  arraigntd  then  for  duobedienes  of  orders,     culpable  degree  of  patience  and  foibearanee. 
|i<snii  judgnuml  upon  them,  and  eendemned    Maj<Mr  Scott,  his  agent,  enters  so  much  into 
or  uoguUUd  them  a$  their  magiUrate  or  aupe^    the  principles  of  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct,  ■■ 
nmsr.    Let  the  board  consider,  whether  a    to  tell  your  committee  that,  in  his  opiaioBf 
1MB,  possessed  of  so  indepmdtnt  a  spirit.     Lord  Clive  would  have  sent  home  Mr.  Brb- 
irho  baa  already  shown  a  contempt  of  their     tow  a  prisoner  upon  such  an  occasion.    It 
■Hthority,  who  has  shown  himself  so  wretdted    is  worthy  of  remark^  that  in  the  very  sama 
m  adnoeatefor  hia  man  eatae,  and  negotiator    breath  thai  Mr.  Hastings  so  heavily  condemw 
ybr  hio  own  wtersst,  is  fit  to  be  trusted  with     a  junior  officer  in  the  company's  service  (net 
the  guardianship  <^  their  honour,  the  ezecu-     a  tervnaU  of  the  council,  as  he  hazards  to  rail 
lion  of  Aeir  measures,  and  ss  their  confiden*     him,  but  their feUow-eervant)  for  merely  oom- 
tial  manager  and  negotiator  with  the  princes     plaining  of  a  supposed  mjmy,  and  requiring 
of  India.    As  the  motion  has  been  unacoon>*    redress,  be  so  far  forgets  bis  own  subordioa^ 
panied  be  any  reasons  which  should  induce     tion  as  to  reject  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di« 
lbs  board  to  pass  tlaeir  acquiescence  in  it,  I     rectors  even  as  an  argument  in  &vour  of  ap* 
presume  the  motion  which  preceded  it,  for     pointing  a  person  to  an  office ;  to  presume  t* 
reading  the  orden  of  the  court  of  directors,    censure  hi»  undoubted  roasters  ;  and  toaccosa 
IPOS  intended  to  eerve  a$  on  argument  for  it,     them  of  having  been  "  in  a  habit  of  casting 
es  wM  OB  an  ijUroduUion  to  it.    The  last  of    reproaches  upon  him,  and  heaping  indignities 
Uiose  was  dictated  the  23d  Decomber,  1778,     on  hie  station."    And  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
■Isaoat  two  years  past.     They  were  dictated     this  censure  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  seek* 
at  a  time  when,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  court     ing  or  obtaining  redress  for  any  injury,  hot 
of  directors  were  in  the  habit  of  catting  re-    appeared  rather  as  a  reason  for  refusing  to 
proach  ifpon  tngf  oonduet,  and  heaping  indigo    obey  their  lawflil  commands.    It  is  plaintf 
fiifiss  i^pon  my  ataiion"  implied  in  that  minute,  that  no  servant  of  the 

Had  the  language  and  opinions  which  pre-    company,  in  Mr.  Bristow's  rank,  would  dan 
vail  throughout  this  part  of  the  minute,  as     to  act  in  such  a  manner,  if  he  had  not,  by  he* 
well  ae  in  all  the  others  to  which  your  com-    direct  means,  obtained  a  premature  fortune, 
laittee  refer,  been  uttered  suddenly,  and  in  a    This  alone  is  sufficient  to  show  the  situatioe 
passion,  however  unprovoked,  some  sort  of    of  the  company's  servants  in  the  sobonKnaio 
apology  might  be  made  for  the*  govemour-     situations,  when  tfie  mere  claim  of  a  ri^tf, 
general.      But  when  it  was   produced  five     derived  fii>m  the  sovereign  legal  power,  beo 
months  after  the  supposed  offence,  and  then     comes  fotal  not  only  to  the  objects  which  thay 
delivered  in  writing,  which  always  implies     pursue,  but  deeply  wound  that  reputaticm  both 
the  power  of  a  greater  degree  of  recollection    for  ability  afid  integrity,  by  which  abae  thsf 
and  self-command,  it  shows  how  deeply  the     are  to  be  qualified  for  any  other, 
principles  of  disobedience  bad  taken  root  in        If  any  thmg  cook!  add  to  the  disagreeahit 
his  mind,  and  of  an  assumptioa  to  himself  of    situation  of  thoee  who  are  sidHnitted  to  mi 
Vot.  HI.-*,  '^  •  D 
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nithority  oonducted  on  such  pnnciplei,  it  is  serred  to  his  own  ^ppoinCment  the  satire 

this :  the  company  bis  ordered  that  no  com-  management  of  the  pecuniary  trast.    Aooor^ 

plaint  shall  be  made  in  Europe  against  any  ingly  he  named  Mr.  Brislow  for  the  fi>mer, 

of  the  council  without  being  proriously  com-  ai^  Mr.  Middleton  for  the  latter.    On  bis 

municated  to  them ;  a  regulation  formed  upon  own  principles,  he  ought  to  have  done  the 

grave  reasons ;  and  it  was  certainly  made  in  Tery  reverse.    On  every  justifiable  principle 

fmotir  of  that  board.    But  if  a  person,  having  he  ought  to  have  done  so ;  lor,  a  ssrvant,  v^ 

grouui  of  complaint  against  the  council,  by  for  a  long  time  resists  the  orders  of  his  umw- 

nnt^f"g  use  of  the  mode  prescribed  in  favour  ters,  and  when  he  reluctantly  gives  way, 

of  thai  very  council,  and  by  complaining  to  obeys  them  by  halves,  ought  to  be  remarkably 

themselves,  commits  an  offence,  for  whi(£  he  careful  to  make  his  actions  correspond  wi^ 

may  be  justly  punished,  the  directors  have  his  words,  and  to  put  himself  out  of  all  suspi- 

not  regulated  the  mode  of  complaint ;  they  cion  with  regard  to  the  purity  of  his  motives, 

have  actually  forbidden  it :  they  have,  on  that  It  was  possible  that  the  political  reasons 

supposition,  renounced  their  authority ;  and  which  were  solely  assigned  against  Mr.  Bri^ 

the  whole  system  of  their  officers  is  delivered  tow's  appointment,  might  have  been  the  real 

over  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  few  of  their  chief  motives  of  Mr.  Hastings's  opposition.     Bat 

jmmnlii  these  he  totally  abandons,  and  holds  &st  to  the 

During  the  whole  day  of  that  deliberation,  p|ecuniary  deparlment.    Now,  as  it  is  noto- 

tkit>ff«  wore  a  decided  face.    Mr.  Hastings  rious  that  most  o^  the  abases  of  India  grow 

stood  to  his  principles  in  their  full  extent,  and  oat  of  money-dealing,  it  was  peculiarly  unfit 

aoemed  resolved  upon  unqualified  disobedi-  ftr  a  servant,  delicate  with  regard  to  his  repn- 

enoe.    But,  as  the  debate  was  adjourned  to  tation,  to  require  a  permmal  and  confidential 

*  the  day  following,  time  was  given  for  ezpe-  agent  in  a  situation  morely  official ;  in  which 

dients ;  and  such  an  expedient  was  hit  up<m  secrecy  and  personal  connections  could  be  of 

by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  will,  no  doid>t,  be  un-  no  possible  nse,  and  could  only  serve  to  excite 

faytMti^  by  the  house  ;  but  it  serves  to  throw  distrust.    Matters  of  account  cannot  be  mada 

new  lights  upon  the  motives  of  all  his  strug-  too  public ;  and  it  is  not  the  most  oonfiden- 

gles  with  the  authority  of  the  legislature.  tial  agent,  but  the  most  responsible,  vrho  is 

The  next  day  the  council  met  upon  the  sd-  the  fittest  for  the  management  of  peeoniaiy 
joummeot.  Then  Mr.  Hastings  proposed,  as  trusts.  That  man  was  the  fittest  at  once  to 
a  oompromise,  a  divbion  of  the  object  in  do  the  duty  and  to  remove  all  suspicions  fitm 
qosstion.  One  half  was  to  be  surrendered  to  the  gouvernour-generars  character,  wh<Mn,  by 
the  authority  of  the  court  of  directors,  the  not  being  of  his  appointment,  he  could  not  bio 
other  vras  reserved  for  his  dignity.  But  the  supposed  to  &vour  for  private  purposes ;  who 
dMioe  he  made  of  his  own  share  in  this  parti-  must  naturally  stand  in  awe  of  his  inspection ; 
tion  is  very  worthy  of  notice.  He  had  taken  and  v^ose  misconduct  ooukl  not  possibly  bo 
Us  sofa  ground  of  objection  against  Mr.  Bris-  imputed  to  him.  Such  an  agency,  in  a  peon- 
tow  on  the  supposed  ill  effect,  that  such  an  niary  trust,  was  the  very  last  on  which  Mr. 
appointment  would  have  on  the  minds  of  the  Hastings  ought  to  have  risked  his  disobedi- 
Indian  powers.  He  said,  "  that  these  powers  once  to  the  orders  of  the  direction ;  or,  what  is 
ooold  have  no  dependence  on  his  fiilfilling  his  even  woree  for  his  motives,  a  direct  contra- 
engagements,  cr  maintaiiung  the  faith  of  diction  to  all  the  principles,  upon  whidi  ho 
Irsofics,  which  he  might  offer  for  their  accep-  had  attempted  to  justify  that  bold  measure, 
tanee,  if  they  saw  him  treated  with  sucH  con-  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the  affair 
tempt."  Mr.  Bristow's  appearing  in  a  poli-  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  was  an  act  of  dis- 
tkal  diaracter  was  the  whole  of  his  complaint ;  obedience  of  the  same  character,  but  wrought 
yet,  when  he  comes  to  a  voluntary  distribu-  by  other  instruments.  When  the  Duanny 
tkm  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  he  gives  Mr.  (or  universal  perception  aud  management  of 
Bristow  those  very  political  negotiations,  of  Uie  revenues)  of  Bengal  was  acquired  to  tfao 
wbidi,  but  the  day  before,  he  had  in  such  company,  together  with  the  command  of  tho 
strong  terms  declared  him  personally  incapa-  army,  the  nabob,  or  govemour,  naturally  fell 
Me ;  whose  appointment  be  considered  to  be  into  the  rank  rather  of  a  subject  than  that  even 
fttal  to  those  negotiations ;  and  which  he  then  of  a  dependant  prince.  Yet  the  preservation 
spoke  of  as  a  measure,  in  t<se(f,  such  as  the  of  such  a  power  in  such  a  degree  of  subordi- 
lim  bitterest  adversary  to  Great  Britain  would  nation  with  the  criminal  jurisdiction,  and  the 
hsve  proposed.  But,  having  thus  yielded  his  care  of  the  public  order  annoxed  to  it,  was  a 
whole  ground  of  ostensible  objectioni  he  ro*  .wise  and  landabla  policy.    It  preserred  a 
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>ortioti  of  the  gorenunent  in  the  handi  of  the  TiMooaiptnj's  omkra,  nriMMring  this  tiMi»- 
BVtiTos ;  it  kept  them  io  respect ;  it  rendered  action  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  ordering 
them  qaiet  on  the  change ;  and  .it  preveiited  Mahomed  Rexa  KhAn  to  be  immediately  ro- 
that  vast  kingdom  from  wearing  die  dangerous  stored  to  the  office  of  Naib  Subadar,  were  re- 
appearance, and  still  more,  from  sinking  into  oeived  in  Calcutta  in  Noveonber,  1779.    Mr. 
the  terrible  state  of  a  country  of  conquest.  Hastings  acted  on  this  with  the  6rmness  which 
Tour  committee  has  already  reported  the  he  had  shown  on  other  occasions;  but  in  his 
Bunner  in  which  the  company  (it  must  be  al-  principles  he  went  further.    Thinking  himself 
lowed,  upon  pretences  that  will  not  bear  the  assured  of  some  extraordinary  support,  suit- 
slightest  ezaminati<»)  diverted  from  its  pur-  able  to  the  open  and  determined  defiance,  with 
poses  a  great  part  of  the  rerenues  appropriate  which  he  was  resolved  to  oppose  the  lawiu] 
ed  to  the  country  government ;  butth^  were  authority  of  his  superiours,  and  to  exercise  a 
very  properly  anxious,  that  what  remained  despotic  power,  he  no  longer  adhered  to  Mr. 
ahooki  be  well  administered.    In  the  life-time  Barwell's  distiMtion  of  the  oiders,  which  had 
of  General  Clavering  and  Colonel  Monson,  a  tendoBcy  to  bring  his  goverament  into  dis- 
Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  a  man  of  rank  among  repute.    This  distinction  afforded  sufficient 
the  natives,  was  judged  by  them  the  fittest  latitude  to  disobedienoe.    But  here  he  dis- 
person  to  conduct  the  aAirs  of  the  nabob,  as  dained  all  sorts  of  oolours  and  distinotmis. 
his  naib  or  deputy ;  an  office  well  known  in  He  directly  set  up  an  independent  ri^  to  ad- 
the  antient  constitution  of  these  provincee,  at  minister  the  government  aooording  to  his  plea^ 
a  time  when  the  principal  magistrates,  by  aa-  aure ;  and  be  went  so  far  as  to  bottom  his 
tore  and  situation,  were  more  efficient.     This  claim  to  act  independently  of  the  court  of  di- 
appointment  was  highly  approved,  and  in  con-  rectors  on  the  very  statute  vrfaicfa  ^vrmmandH 
sequence  confirmed  by  the  court  of  directors,  his  obedience  to  thesa. 
Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell,  however.  He  declared  roundly,  "  that  he  should  not 
thou^  pv^^^P^  to  remove  biro.     To  the  an-  yield  to  the  authority  of  the  court  of  directcn 
tfaority  o€  the  eourt  of  directors  they  opposed  in  any  instance,  in  which  it  should  require  his 
the  request  of  the  nabob,  stating  that  he  was  oonoession  of  the  rights  which  he  held  under 
arrived  at  the  common  age  of  maturity  and  an  act  of  pariiament."    It  is  too  clear  to  stand 
stood  m  no  need  e^  a  deputy  to  manage  hie  in  need  of  prooi^  thai  he  neither  did  or  could 
^ffmre.    On  fbvmer  occasioixB,  Mr.  Hastings  hold  any  authority  that  was  not  subject,  in 
conceived  a  very  low  opinion  of  the  condition  every  particle  of  it,  and  in  every  insfanfie,  in 
of  the  person  whom  he  thus  set  up  against  the  which  it  could  be  exercised,  to  the  cmlerB  of 
authority  of  hu  masters.    "  On  a  former  oc-  the  court  of  directors, 
casion  (as  the  directors  tell  him^  ami  to  serve  He  therefore  refused  to  back  the  company's 
a  very  different  purpose,  he  had  not  scrupled  orders  with  any  requisition  fnHn  himself  to 
to  declare  it  as  visible  as  die  sun,  that  the  the  nabob,  but  merely  suffered  them  to  be 
nabob  was  a  mere  pageant  without  even  the  transmitted  to  him,  leaving  it  to  him  to  do 
fhttiow  of  authority.'*    But  on  tlus  occasion  just  as  he  thought  proper.    The  nabob,  who 
he  became  more  substantial.    Mr.  Hastings  called  Mr.  Hutings  "  his  patron,  and  do- 
and  Mr.  Barwell  yiekled  to  bis  representa-  clared  he  would  never  do  any  thing  without  his 
lion,  that  a  deputy  was  not  necessary,  and  ac-  consent  and  approbation,"  periectly  onder- 
eordingly  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  was  removed  stood  this  kind  of  sign^cation.     For  the 
firom  his  office.  second  time,  the  nabob  recovered  from  his 
However,  lest  any  one  should  so  hr  mis-  trance  of  pageantry  and  insignificance,  and 
trust  their  underatandiug  as  to  conceive  them  collected  courage  enough  to  vrrite  to  the  ooun- 
the  dupes  of  this  pretext,  they,  who  had  di»-  cil  in  these  terms :  *<  I  administer  the  affairs 
obeyed  the  company's  orders  under  colour  that  of  the  nizamut  (the  government,)  which  are  the 
no  deputy  woe  neceetaryt  immediately  appoint  affairs  of  my  own  fmatyf  by  my  own  authari^ 
another  deputy.    This  independent  prinoe,  ty,  and  shall  do  so ;  and  I  never  can  on  any 
who,  as  Mr.  Hastings  said,  "  bad  an  incon-  oecount  agree  to  the  appointment  of  (he  nabob 
testible  right  to  his  situation,  and  that  it  vras  Mahomed  Resa  KhAn  to  the  Naib  Subah- 
by  hie  inheritance,"  suddenly  shrunk  into  his  ship.''    Here  was  a  second  independent  power 
oM  state  of  insignificance,  and  was  even  look-  in  Bengal.    This  answer  from  that  power 
ed  upon  in  ao  low  a  light,  is  to  receive  a  so-  proved  as  satis&ctory  as  it  was  resolute.    No 
v«re  reprimand  from  Mr.  HastingB  for  inter-  fhrther  notice  was  taken  of  the  orders  of  the 
posing-  in  the  duties  of  bis  (the  deputy's)  court  of  directors,  and  Mahomed  Reaa  Khftn 
•fficc.  foend  their  protection  much  awire  of  a«h>dow| 
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thHitlie]MC«uitorpow6r,orivliiekbewpired  Mr.  Francis,  in  thk  treaty,  faswiBd  m 

to  be  th«  ropr«M9iitativ«.  tho»«  veiy  poinU,  which  Mr.  Hastings  dodar- 

This  Mt  of  disobedienco  difers  froB  the  ed  he  could  never  give  op ;  and  thai  his  coin 

odiers  in  one  partieular,  which,  in  the  opinion  diUooB  were  the  company's  orders ;   that  is, 

of  yoor  committee,  rather  aggravates  than  ex-  the  restoration  of  the  persons,  whom  they  had 

temates  the  offence.    In  the  others,  Messrs.  directed  to  be  restored.     The  event  of  this 

Hastings  and  Barwell  took  the  responsibility  negotiation  was,  that  Mr.  Hastings  at  length 

OB  themselves;  here  they  held  up  the  pretest  submitted  to  Mr.  Francis,  and  that  Mr. 

of  the  oonntry  government.    However,  they  Fowke  and  Mahomed  Rexa  Kh^  were  rein- 

obtained  theraby  one  of  the  objects,  wUch  stated  in  their  situations, 

they  appear  to  have  systematicaHy  pursned.  Your  committee  observe  on  this  part  of  the 

As  they  had,  in  the  other  instances,  shown  to  transaction  of  Mr.  Hastings,  that,  as  long 

Ihe  British  servants  of  the  company,  that  the  as  the  question  stood  upon  his  obedience  to 

directors  were  not  able  to  protect  them,  here  his  Uwful  soperiors,  so  long  be  considered 

the  same  lesson  was  taught  to  the  natives,  the  restoration  of  thesepersons  asa gross  in- 

Whilst  Iho  matter  lay  between  the  native  dignity,  the  submitting  to  which  wouki  destroy 

power  and  the  servants,  the  Ibrmer  was  con-  all  his  credit  and  infloenoe  in  the  country, 

ridered  bf  Mr.  Hastings  in  the  most  oon-  But  when  it  was  to  accommodate  his  own  oo- 

temptible  light.    HVImi  the  question  was  be-  casioiis  in  a  treaty  with  a  feUow-servaat,  alt 

tween  the  senraats  and  the  court  of  direetora,  these  difficulties  instantly  vanish ;  and  he  finds 

the  native  power  was  asserted  to  be  a  aelMo-  it  perfectly  consistent  with  his  dignity,  cro- 

rived,   hereditary,  anoontrollaUe  authority,  dit,  and  influence,  to  do  for  Mr.  Francis  what 

lad  eneom-aged  to  act  as  such.  he  had  refused  to  the  strict  and  reiterated  in- 

1n  this  manner  the  authority  of  the  British  junctions  of  the  coort  of  directors.  Tran- 
legislatnre  was  at  that  tisM  treated  with  eve-  quillUy  was,  howevw,  for  a  time  restored  bj 
tf  maHi  of  reprobation  and  contempt.  But  this  measure,  though  it  did  not  continue  long, 
soon  after,  a  most  nnecpected  change  took  In  about  three  months  an  docasion  occurred,  in 
place,  by  which  the  persons,  in  whose  &TOttr  which  Mr.  Francis  gave  some  opposition 4o 
the  court  of  directors  had  in  vain  interposed,  a  measure  proposed  by  Mr.  Hastings,  which 
obtained  specific  objects,  wiiich  had  been  re-  brought  on  a  duel ;  upon  the  mischievoin 
fused  to  them :  things  were,  however,  so  well  effects  of  whicU  your  coramittoQ  have  already 
contrived,  that  legal  authority  was  nearly  as  made  their  observations, 
muda  affironted  by  the  apparent  compliance  The  departure  of  Mr.  Francis  soon  after 
with  their  orders,  as  by  the  real  resistance  (or  Eurc^e,  opened  a  new  scene,  and  gave 
they  had  before  met  with.  After  long  and  vio-  rise  to  a  third  revolution.  Lest  the  arrango- 
lent  controversies,  an  agreement  took  place  meat  with  the  servants  of  the  company  should 
betweeen  Mr.  listings  and  Mr.  Francis,  have  the  least  appearance  of  being  mistakea 
It  appears,  that  Mr  Hastings,  embarassed  for  obedience  to  their  superiours,  Mr.  Frands 
with  the  complicated  warsand  ruinous  expen-  was  little  more  than  a  nK»th  gone,  when  Mr. 
ses,  into  which  his  measures  had  brought  him,  Fowke  was  again  retried  from  Benares,  and 
began  to  think  of  procuring  peace  at  home.  Mr,  Briatom  toon  aJUr  from  Ovd$.  Intheso 
The  agreement  originated  in  a  conversation,  measures  Mr.  Hastings  has  combined  the 
held  on  ChristmasHiay  1779,  between  Major  principles  of  disobedience,  which  he  had 
Boott,  then  aid-de-camp  and  no#  agent  to  Mr.  used  in  all  the  cases  hitherto  stated.  In  his 
Hastings,  and  Mr.  Ducarrel,  a  gentlemen  minute  of  consultation  on  this  recall,  he  re- 
high  in  the  company's  service  at  Calcutta,  tvn  to  his  former  minutes ;  and  he  adds,  that 
Mr.  Scott,  in  consequence  of  this  CMversa-  he  has  '*a  recent  motive  in  the  necessity  of 
tion,  was  authorised  to  make  overtures  to  removing  any  circumstance,  which  may  con~ 
Mr.  Francis  through  Mr.  Ducarrel ;  to  de-  tribute  to  lessen  his  tf|/hwiice  in  the  effect  of 
clare  Mr.  Hastings  tired  of  controversy,  ex-  any  negotiatiom,  in  which  he  may  be  engaged 
pressing  his  wish  to  have  the  Mahratta  war  in  the  prosecution  of  his  intended  visit  to 
entirely  left  to  him ;— that  thei:e  were  certain  Lw^now."  He  here  reverts  to  his  old  plea 
pointi  Aeeottfd  nof  gwe  up  :  that  he  could  not  of  preserving  his  influence ;  not  content  with 
(for  reasons  he  dien  assigned)  9ubmU  to  the  this,  as  in  the  case  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n 
restoration  of  Mr.  Fo«Hte,  Mahomed  Rexa  he  bad  called  in  Ac  aid  of  the  nabob  of  Beng^, 
KMn,  and  Mr.  Bristow ;  ikH  Ae  had  not  the  he  here  calls  in  the  aid  of  the  nabob  of  Oudoc 
tmaOoBtpermmtd  objeetSan  to  <Asin,  and  would  who,  on  reasons  exactly  tallying  with  those 
willingly  provide  for  them  in  any  other  line,  given  by  Mr.  Hastings,  desires  that  Mr.  Bri»- 
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tow  wmy  hm  removed.    The  drne  weight  of  wbom  Mr.  Haetilige  a  ■eeood  lime  removed 

tbeeerequisitioni  will  upp^uty  ifnoteafficientp  from  the  offiee,  to  which  he  toid  the  court  of 

Ij  apiMurent  fipom  the  kjiowa  eituation  of  the  directore,  in  hie  letter  of  the  9d  of  Mareh, 

jMrtm,  by  the  followiBg  extract  cf  a  lettw  ]780|  he  had  appointed  him  in  oonformity  to 

from  tbia  nabob  of  Oude  to  hie  agent  at  Cal»  their  orders.    On  the  14th  of  January,  1781, 

eotta,  desiring  him  to  aoquaiirt  Mr.  Hastings,  he  again  finds  it  an  indispenmble  obligation 

that "  if  it  is  proper  I  will  write  to  the  king  ha  him  to  eierebe  powers  '*  inherttU  in  the 

[of  Grreat  Britain]  and  the  yizier  [one  of  his  constitation  of  his   government."    On  this 

■Mjesty's  ministers]  and  the  diief  of  the  com-  principle  he  claimed  "  the  right  of  nominating 

panj,  m  SMofc  a  iiuMtn^«s  As  sftotf  dreef,  «•<!  the  agent  of  his  own  choice  to  the  residence 

m  Aa  wardt  that  heahaUankTf  that  Mr.  Bris-  of  Benares ;  that  it  is  a  representative  situa- 

low's  views  may  be  thwarted  there."    There  tioa :  that  speaking  for  myself  ahne  it  may 

is  no  doobt  of  the  entire  co-openUion  of  the  be  tmfihient  to  say,  that  Mr.  Francb  Fowke 

nabob  Asoph  ol  Dowlab  In  all  the  designs  of  is  not  n^  sgont ;  thtt  letmnot  give  km  mjf 

Mr.  Hastings,  and  io  thwnrting  the  views  of  coff/fdenee;  that  while  he  oootinnes  at  Benp 

any  persons,  who  place  their  retiance  on  the  Ares,  he  stands  as  a  screen  between  the  rajah 

aathoricy  of  thk  kingdom.  and  this  government,  instead  of  an  instrtnuent 

As  usual,  the  court  of  directors  appoar  in  of  contrcwil ;  that  the  rajah  himseU|  and  eveiy 

their  proper  order  in  the  procession.    After  chief  in  Hindostan,  wiH  reganl  it  as  the  pledge 

this  third  act  of.  disobedience  with  regard  to  and  the  foundation,  of  his  independence.** 

the  same  person  and  the  same  office,  nd  after  Here  Mr.  Hastings  haa  got  back  to  hb  oU 

calling  tfie  proceedings  unwarrantable,  **  m  principles,  where  he  lakes  post  as  on  stroog 

snkrtoMndieateoidifpMdlAstrMsnaidJkori-  gronnd.    This  ne  declares  <*  Io  be  his  dtjeo- 

«y,  andlAtnJmg'iladu^  InAimAenfonlftem  to  tion  to  Mr.  Fowke,  and  that  it  k  insnpera* 

momtam  As  oMthtnty  ^th§  court  of  direeten*  Ue."    The  very  line  before  due  paragraph  he 

dwy  anin  order  Mr,  Bristow  to  be  refaurtated,  writes  of  this  person,  to  whom  he  omiU  no( 

sad  Mr.  Middleton  to  be  recalled:  in  this  give  his  0Of|/lden«e,  that  **  he  believed  be  might 

oircle  the  whole  moves  with  great  regularity,  depend  upon  hio  JIddityy  and  his  exact  ud 

The  extraordinary  operations  of  Mr.  Hast*  literal  obedienoe."    Mr.  8eott,  who  is  an- 

ings,  \h»X  soon  after  followed  in  e^ery  depart-  thorifsed  to  defend  Mr.  Hastings,  sopported 

ment,  which  was  the  subject  of  all  theee  acts  the  same  principles  before  your  committee, 

of  disobedience,  have  nwde  them  appear  in  a  by  a  comparison,  that  avemOy  reduces  tbft 

Kght  peculiarly  unpropitioas  to  his  cause.    It  the  ooort  of  directow  to  die  state  of  a  party 

is  but  too  proiably  from  his  own  accounts,  against  their  servants.    He  declared,  that  in 

that  he  meditated  some  strong  measure,  both  1^  opinion  "  it  would  be  just  as  abmird  to 

at  Benares  and  at  Oude,  at  the  very  time  of  depnve  him  of  the  power  of  nominating  hia 

the  removal  of  those  officers.    He  declares  ambassadour  at  Benares,  as  it  wouM  be  to 

be  knew  that  his  conduct  in  those  places  was  force  cm  the  ministry  of  this  oountry  an 

tmA,  as  to  lie  very  open  to  malicious  repre-  ambassadour  from  the  eppesrfum.*    Such  it 

sentations.    He  must  have  been  sensible  that  the  opinion  entertained  in  Bengal,  and  that 

he  was  open  to  such  representations  from  the  but  too  ^ectually  realized,  of  die  relatioa 

beginning ;  he  was  therefore impelledby  eve-  between  the  principal  servants  of  the oompa* 

ry  motive,  which  ought  to  nkflneneo  a  man  of  ny,  and  the  court  of  directors, 

sense,  by  no  means  to  distmb  the  order  which  So  fkr  the  reparation,  in  point  of  honour,  to 

he  had  last  established.  Mr.  Fowke  was  complete.    The  reparation, 

Of  this,  however,  he  took  no  care :  but  he  in  point  of  interest,  year  connnitee  do  not 

was  not  so  inattentive  to  the  satisAiction  of  ffaid  to  have  been  equaRy  satisfhctory ;  buff 

lbs  sdTerers,  either  in  point  of  honovr  or  of  they  do  find  it  to  be  of  the  most  extraoidinary 

interest.     This  was  most  strongly  marked  in  nature,  snd  of  the  most  mischievoos  example, 

the  case  of  Mr.  Fowke.    His  reparation  to  Mr.  Fowke  had  been  deprived  of  a  place  of 

that  gentleman,  in  point  of  honour,  is  as  fell  rank  and  honour ;  the  pinee  of  a  public  rm> 

as  possSile.    Mr.  Haatlngs  "declared  that  keel,orrepresentetive.   The  recompense pro» 

he  approved  Ms  character  and  his  conduct  in  vided  for  him  is  a  sueeeasion  to  a  contract, 

office,  and  believed  that  he  might  dapsnd  up-  Mr.  Hasdngs  moved,  thai  on  the  eipiratioB 

on  M$  taaet  and  Uttral  eftedienes  andJtddUjf  of  Colonel  Morgan's  contract,  he  should  be 

ia  the  execution  of  the  functicns  snaexed  to  appointed  agent  to  all  the  boats  employed  for 

In  II"    Soeh  is  the  character  of  the  man,  tbe  military  service  of  diat  esttAfisfament, 
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with  a  f^wimi— «^^  <^Jiftem  ptr  ocnl.  onaB  TImm  order*  relate  to  oontncts ;  end  they 
iiitbunemenU  w  that  qfice ;  permitting  Mr.  contain  two  standing  regulations. 
Powke,  at  the  same  time,  to  draw  his  allow-  1st.  That  all  contracts  shall  be  publicly 
ance  of  an  hundred  pounds  a  month,  as  resi-  advertised,  and  that  the  moet  roa8orad>le  pro- 
dent,  until  the  expiration  of  the  contract,  and  posals  shall  be  accepted, 
for  three  months  after.  Sdly.  That  two  contracts,  those  of  pnwi* 

Mr.  Hastings  is  himself  struck,  as  everj  sions  and  for  carriage  bulloclcs,  shall  bo  only 

one  must  be,  with  so  extraordinary  a  proceed-  annual. 

ing;  the  principle  of  which  he  crfieerTes  "  is  These  orders  are  undoubtedly  some  oor- 
liable  to  one  material  objection."  That  one  recti ves  to  the  abuses,  which  may  arise  in 
is  material  indeed ;  for  no  limit  being  laid  this  very  critical  article  of  public  dealing^*- 
down  for  the  expense  in  which  the  per-cent^  But  the  house  will  remark,  that  if  the  busi- 
age  is  to  arise,  it  is  the  direct  interest  of  the  ness  usually  carried  on  by  contracts  can  be 
person  employed  to  make  his  department  as  converted  at  pleasure  into  agencies,  like  tiMt 
expensive  as  possible.  To  this  Mr.  Hastings  of  Mr.  Fowke,  all  these  regulations  perish 
answers,  that  "  he  is  convinced  by  experience  of  course ;  and  there  is  no  direction  whatso- 
it  will  be  better  performed  ;'*  and  yet,  he  im-  ever  for  restraining  the  most  prodigal  and  cor- 
mediately  after  subjoins, "  this  defect  can  onljf  nipt  bargains  for  the  public, 
be  corrected  by  the  probity  of  the  person  eo-  Your  committee  have  inquired  into  the  ob- 
trusted  with  so  important  a  charge ;  and  I  am  servance  of  these  necessary  regulations ;  and 
willing  to  have  it  understood,  as  a  proc^of  the  they  find,  that  they  have,  like  the  rest,  been 
ooe^fidenoe  Irepoee  m  Mr.  I\neke,  that  I  have  entirely  conteomed,  and  contemned  with  en- 
proposed  his  appointment,  in  oppoaition  to  a  tire  impunity.  After  the  period  of  Colonel 
getml  prind^f  to  a  trust  so  constituted."  Monson's  death,  and  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  very  minute  of  con-  Harwell  obtained  the  load  in  the  council,  the 
aultation,  Mr.  Hastings  removes  Mr.  Fowko  contracts  were  disposed  of  without  at  all  ad- 
from  the  residency  of  Benares,  because  "  he  vertising  for  proposals.  Those  in  1777  were 
oannot  give  him  his  confidence ;"  and  yet,  be-  given  for  three,  years ;  and  the  gentlemen  in 
fore  the  pen  is  out  of  his  hand,  be  violates  question  growing,  by  habit  and  encourage- 
one  of  the  soundest  general  principles  in  the  ment,  into  more  boldness,  in  1779  the  contracts 
whole  system  of  dealing)  in  order  to  give  a  were  disposed  of  for  five  years ;  and  this  they 
proof  oif  the  confidence  he  reposes  in  that  did  at  the  eve  of  the  expiration  of  their  own 
gentleman.  This  apparent  gross  contradic-  appointment  to  the  government.  This  in« 
tion  Is  to  be  reconciled  but  by  one  way ;  which  crease  in  the  length  of  the  contracts,  though 
iS)  that  confidence  with  Mr.  Hastings  comes  contrary  to  orders,  might  have  admitted  some 
and  goes  with  his  opposition  to  legal  authori-  excuse,  if  it  had  been  made,  even  in  appear- 
ty.  Where  that  authority  recommends  any  ance,  the  means  of  lessening  the  expense, 
person,  his  confidence  in  him  vanishes ;  but,  to  But  the  advantages  allowed  to  the  contractors, 
ahow  that  it  is  the  authority,  and  not  the  per-  instead  of  being  diminished,  were  enlarged. 
aon,  he  opposes,  when  that  is  out  of  sight,  and  in  a  manner  far  beyond  the  proportion  ol" 
there  is  no  rule  so  sacred,  which  is  not  to  he  the  enlargement  of  terms.  Of  this  abuse  and 
violated  to  manifest  his  real  esteem  and  per-  contempt  of  orders  a  judgment  may  be  form- 
feet  trust  in  the  person,  whom  he  has  reje<^ed.  ed  by  the  single  contract  for  supplying  the  ar^ 
However,  by  overturning  general  principles  my  with  draught  and  carriage  bullocks.  As 
to  compliment  Mr.  Fowke's  integrity,  he  it  stood  at  the  expiration  of  the  contract  in 
does  all  in  his  power  to  corrupt  it ;  at  the  same  1779,  the  expense  of  that  service  was  about 
he  establishes  an  example,  that  must  either  one  thousand  three  hundred  pounds  a  month, 
subject  all  future  dealings  to  the  same  pemi-  By  the  new  contract  given  away  in  Septom- 
cious  clause,  or  which,  being  omitted,  must  her  of  that  year,  the  service  was  raised  to  the 
become  a  str<wg  implied  charge  on  the  in-  enormous  sum  of  near  six  thousand  pounds  a 
tegrity  of  those  who  shall  hereafter  be  exdu-  month.  The  monthly  increase,  therefore,  bo- 
ded from  a  trust  so  constituted.  ing  four  thousand  seven  hundred  pounds,  it 

It  is  not  foreign  to  the  object  of  your  com-  oonstitutes  a  total  increase  of  charges  for  the 
mittee  in  this  part  of  their  observations,  company,  in  the  five  years  of  the  contract,  of 
which  relates  to  the  obedienoe  to  orders,  to  no  less  a  sum  than  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
remark  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  orders  five  thousand  pounds.  Now,  as  the  former 
of  the  court  of  directors,  with  regard  to  this  contract  was,  without  doubt,  sufficiently  ad- 
kind  of  dealing  in  contracts,  are  observed.—  vantageous,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  Urn 


ON  THS  AFVAOLB  OF  INIXA.  7) 

iti«fi^teeof  tbapraMut.    Thetermt,  id*  tiMt  hk laderiteDding  wm much  improTed  •/ 

deed,  pass  the  boanhi  of  all  aUowance  for  (ate  by  an  attantion  to  hU  education ;  that 

iMgligeooa  and  ignorance  oC  ofiioe.  tbeee  circumstances  gave  him  a  claim  to  the 

The  case  of  Mr.  Bolus's  contract  for  sup-  uooontrotled  eiercise  of  domestic  authority ; 

plying  provisions  to  the  fiirt  is  of  the  same  and  it  might  reasonably  be  supposeci,  that  he 

description ;  and,  what  exceedingly  uBcreaseir  would  pa/a  greater  regard  to  a  just  (economy 

the  suspicion  against  this  profiision  in  con-  in  his  own  family,  than  had  been  obsenred  by 

tracts,  made  in  direct  violation  of  orders,  is,  those  who  were  aliens  to  it.    For  these  rea- 

that  tb^  are  ijwaya  Ibund  to  be  given  in  fiii-  smis  Mr.  Hastings  recommended  to  the  board, 

voor  of  persons  closely  connected  with  Mr.  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khdn  should  be  imrae- 

Haatings  in  his  fiunily,  or  even  in  his  actual  diately  divested  of  the  office  of  superintendant 

■ervioe.  of  the  nabob's  household,  and  that  the  nabob 

The  principles  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  MobarA  vl  Dowia  ahouid  be  entrutted  with 

and  Mr.  Barwell  justify  this  disobedience,  if  the  tafchuiot  and  entire  receipte  and  dieburee' 

admitted,  reduce  the  company's  government,  menU  of  kis  Uipend,  and  the  uneontroUed 

so  &r  as  it  regards  the  supreme  council,  to  a  tnanagement  ami  regtdatian  of  hi*  houeehold, 

mere  patronage ;  to  a  mere  power  of  nomina*  Thus  far  your  conunittee  are  of  opinion,  that 

ting  persons  to,  or  removmg  them  from,  an  an-  the  conclusion  corresponds  with  the  premises ; 

tbariiy,  which  is  not  only  dbspotir  with  regard  for,  supposing  the  foct  io  be  established  or 

tothose  who  are  soboidinateto  it,  hot,  in  all  its  admitted,  that  the  nabob,  in  point  of  age,  ca^ 

acts,  entirely  independent  of  the  legal  power,  pncity,  and  judgment,  was  qualified  to  act  for 

which  is  nominally  superior.     These  are  himseU',  it  seems  reasonable  that  the  manage- 

principles  directly  leading  to  the  destruction  ment  of  his  domestic  affairs  should  not  be 

of  the  company's  government.    A  oorrespon-  withheld  from  him.    On  this  part  of  the  prc^ 

dMit  practice  being  estabiidied,  (as  in  this  oeeding  your  committee  will  only  observe, 

case  of  contracts  as  well  as  others  it  has  that  if  it  were  strictly  true  that  the  nabob's 

been,)  the  means  are  furnished  of  effectuat>  understanding  had  been  much  improved  of 

ing  this  purpose :  for  the  common  superiour,  (ate  by  an  attention  to  his  education,  (which 

the  company,  having  no  power  to  regulate  or  seems  an  extraordinary  way  (^describing  the 

to  support  their  own  appointments,  nor  to  ro-  qnalificati(»s  of  a  man  of  siz-and-twenty,  the 

move  those  whom  tney  wish  to  remove,  nor  fother  of  many  children,)  the  merit  of  such 

to  prevent  the  contracts  from  being  made  use  improvement  must  be  attributed  to  Mahomed 

of  against  their  interest,  all  the  English  in  Reza  KhAn,  who  was  the  only  person  of  rank 

Bengal  roost  naturally  look  to  the  next  in  au-  and  character  connected  with  him,  or  who 

thority ;  (hey  most  depend  upon,  follow,  and  could  be  supposed  to  have  any  influence  over 

attach  themselves  to  him  solely.    And  thus  a  him.    Mr.  Hastings  himself  reproaches  the 

party  may  be  formed  of  the  whole  system  of  nabob  with  ramng  mran  nun  to  be  hie  com- 

civil  and  military  servants  for  the  support  of  jMsuons ;  and  tells  him  plainly,   thai  eome 

the  subordinate,  and  defiance  of  the  supreme  >  persons  both  of  bad  character  and  bate  origin 

power.  had  found  the  means  ofin»nuating  themselva 

Your  committee  being  led  to  attend  to  the  into  hie  eompeu^  and  eoneiantfeUowehip,    In 

abuse  ofcontracts,  which  are  given  upon  prin-  such  society  it  is  not  likely  that  either  the 

ctples  Altai  to  the  subordination  of  the  service,  nabob's  morals  or  his  understanding  could 

and  in  defiance  of  orders,  revert  to  the  diso-  have  been  much  improved ;  nor  could  it  be 

bedience  of  orders  in  the  case  of  Mahomed  deemed  pnident  to  leave  him  without  auy 

RezaKhAn.  ^eck  upon  his   conduct. — Mr.  Hastings  s 

This  transaction  is  of  a  piece  with  those  opinion  on  this  point  may  be  collected  from 

that  preceded  it.    On  the  Mi  of  July,  1781,  what  he  did,  but  by  no  means  from  what  he 

Mr.  Hastings  announced  to  the  board  the  ar-  said  on  the  occasion. 

rival  of  a  messenger,  and  introduced  a  requisi-  The  house  will  naturally  expect  to  find  that 

tion  from  the  young  nabob  Mobarek  ul  Dow^  the  nabob's  request  was  granted,  and  that  the 

la,  "  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  diepoee  of  resolution  of  the  board  was  conformable  to  the 

Me  own  etipend,  toithoni  being  made  to  depend  terms  of  Mr.  Hastings's  reconuq^ndatioo. 

on  the  wiU  of  another.    In  fkvour  of  Una  re-  Tet  the  fact  is  directly  the  reverse.    Mr. 

quisition  Mr.  Hastings  urged  various  argo-  Hastings,  aAer  advising  that  the  nabob  thmdd 

ments : — ^that  the  nabob  could  no  longer  be  6s  entrueted  wth  the  ^cbteive  and  entire  re- 

deemed  a  minor  ;^that  he  was  tw^nty^aiz  eeipte  and  diebureemente  of  hie  etipend^  imme- 

T«rs  of  age,  and  lather  of  many  children  ^  dialely  (H>rrecta  that  advice,  being  aware  that 
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M  $tidden  and  unHmiUi  a  d^poiol  &f  a  targt  not  only  has  fortmw  hut  Utpenonlo  th»aw- 

reverwe  mighi  at  Jhrtt  enamragt  a  •pint  pf  tody  of  »  pwtieular  fri«od  to  Mr.  Hastingt, 

di$dpation  in  ths  nabob;  md   rMerrat^  to  The  iiutnictiou  gtno  to  the  nabob  <Soa« 

himu{fti  power  of  etttblubing,  with  thg  nm*  tain  other  panafet,  that  merit  aaention.    In 

Ao6'«  content  J  such  a  plan  for  the  regulation  one  place  Mr.  Hastings  tells  hion,  "  you  bar* 

and  equal  distribution  oTthe  nabob's  eipenseg,  offerad  to  give  up  the  sum  of  four  lacks  of  n»- 

a»  thould  be  adopted  to  the  dieeimilar  appeat^  pees  to  be  allowed  the  free  use  of  the  remain* 

aiMU  of  preaenring  hit  intenete  and  hie  mcls-  der ;  but  this  we  have  refused."    In  another 

pendence  at  the  eatne  time.    On  the  same  oooh  he  aays,  that,  "  ai  moRy  mattere  wiU  ooeur 

plicated  prineiplej  the  subsequent  resolution  of  tohich  eannot  be  «s  eaeify  eatplamed  bjf  lettet  ae 

the  board  professes  to  allow  the  nabob  the  Ay  eonvenationt  I  desire  that  yoo  will,  on  such 

management  of  his  stipend  and  expenses ;  occasions,  give  your  orders  to  Sir  John  iyOy« 

with  on  Jkqpe,  however,  (which,  oonsidering  ly,  respecting  such  points  as  you  may  desire 

the  rohitive  situation  of  the  parties,  could  he  to  have  imputed  to  wu*    The  offer  alluded 

nothing  less  than  an   injunction,)  that  he  to  in  the  first  passage  does  not  appear  u  the 

would  submit  to  such  a  plan  ss  ehoeM  be  nabob's  Icttsrs ;  therefore,  must  have  been  in 

agreed  on  between  Mm  and  the  govemour-  eonvwsation,  aisd  declined  by  Mr. 


general.  without  consulting  his  oolleague.    A  refiisal 

The  drift  of  these  contradictions  is  suffi*  oAit  might  have  been  proper ;  but  it  supposes 

cienly  ^parent.    Mahomed  Resa  KhAn  was  a  degree  of  incapacity  in  the  nabob,  not  to  be 

to  be  divested  of  his  oflfoe  at  all  events,  and  rsoonciled  to  the  prineiples,  on  which  Maho* 


the  management  of  the  nabob's  stipend  com-    med  Resa  Kh4n  was  removed  from  the 

mitted  to  other  hands.    To  accomplish  the    agement  oThts  afiatrs. 

frrst,  the  nabob  is  said  tobe  *<  now  arrived  at        Of  the  matters  alludedto  in  the  second,  and 


that  time  of  life,  when  a  man  may  be  snppoo-  which,  it  is  said,  eeicU  nsC  6s  so  eaeify 

«d  capable,  if  ever,  of  managing  his  own  oon-  plained  6y  lelten  at  tn  conoersslisn,  no  expla- 

oems.'*    When  this  principle  has  answered  nation  is  given.    Your  committee  will  there- 

the  momentary  purpose  for  which  it  was  pro-  fere  leave  them,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  donsi 

duced,  we  find  it  immediately  discarded,  and  to  the  opinion  ol*  the  house, 

an  opposite  resolution  formed  on  an  opposite  As  soon  as  the  nabob^s  requisition  was 

principle,  viz.    that  he  shall  net  have  the  communicated  to  the  board,  it  was  moved  and 

management  of  own  concerns  in  eenekUraHen  resolved,  that  MahoMned  Resa  Kh&n  should 

^Aat  want  of  ea/perienee.  be  divested  of  his  office ;  and  the  house  have 

Mr.  Hastings,  on  his  arrival  at  Moorshedai-  seen  in  what  manner  it  was  disposed  oC 

bad,  gives  Mr.  Wheler  an  account  of  his  in-  Tbe  nabob  had  stated  various  complainte 

terview  with  the  nabob,  and  of  the  nabob's  against  him :— thatrhe  had  dismissed  the  old 

implicit  submission  to  his  advice.    The  prin-  established  servante  of  the  Ninmut,  and  fill* 

eipal,  if  not  the  sole,  object  of  the  whole  opera-  ed  their  places  with  his  own  dopendante  :*— 

tion  appears  from  the  result  of  it.    Sir  John  that  he  had  regnloHg  reeeieed  the  stipend  <d 

lyOyly,  a  gentleman  in  whom  Mr.  Hastings  the  Nizamot  from  the  company,  yet  had  kept 

places  particular  confidence,  succeeds  to  ^  the  nabob  involved  in  debt  and  distress,  and 

office  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kb&n,  and  to  the  exposed  to  the  clamoorsof  his  creditors  ;  and 

same  eontroul  over  the  nabob's  expenses,  sometimes  even  in  want  of  a  dinner.    All 

Into  the  hands  of  this  gentlemen  dm  nabobs  these  complaints  were  recorded  at  large  in  the 

stipend  was  to  be  immediaiehf  paid,  a»  every  proceedings  of  the  council ;  but  it  does  not 

tnlsrsieilMri*  olonnsf  iseuld  6s  en  una/eeidabie  appear  that  they  were  even  oooununicated  to 

esusv  ^  ddmf ;  and  to  Me  adyice  the  nabob  Mahomed  Resa  Kh&n,  or  that  he  was  ever 

was  required  to  give  the  same  atfeentioa,  as  if  called  upon,  in  any  diapo,  to  answer  them, 

it  were  given  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself.    One  This  drcumstanos  inclines  your  committee 

of  the  conditions  prescribed  to  the  nabob  was,  to  believe,  that  all  of  these  charges  were 

that  he  should  admit  no  Englishman  to  his  groundless ;  especially  as  it  appears  on  the 

presence,  without  previously  cnasnlting  Sir  &ee  of  the  proceedings,  that  the  chief  of  them 

JohnD*Oyly;«MlJbsmtis»>r6idm9^«rsBi«<  wero  noC  weH  founded.    Mr.  Hastings,  in  his 

l6nf  nmisa  lo6s  intntdedwitkmdMe  intodme-  kCter  to  Mr.  Wheler,  urges  the  necessity  oi 

lisn.    On  these  arraageoMiits  H  need  only  be  the  moalhly  payssent  of  the  nabob's  rtipend 

observed,  that  a  measure,  which  sets  out  with  being  tegmJeijg  weade ;  and  says,  that,  to  r». 

professing  to  relieve  die  nabob  from  a  stale  of  Beve  the  nabob'b  present  wants,  he  had  direct- 

ysrpehmt  piygsgs,  condndes  with  dsUysw^  ed  the  raaidMt  to  miss  an  issoMdiato  sq^ply 


OK  TBB  AWVAOLB  OP  INDIA.  "^ 

on  die  credBt  of  the  company,  to  be  repaid        Since  the  eloeing  of  the  above  i^eport,  maay 
frcMD  first  receipts.    From  hence  your  com-     materiel  papers  h&ve  arrived  from  India,  and 
mittee  conclude  the  monthly  payments  had     have  been  laid  before  yoor  committee  :  that 
moi  been  regularly  made ;  end  that  whatever     which  they  think  it  most  immediately  necee- 
distresses  the  nabob  might  have  suffered  must     sary  to  annex  to  the  appendix  to  this  report, 
have  been  owing  to  the  govemonr-genend    is  the  resolution  of  the  council-general  to  al- 
and council,  not  to  Mahomed  Rea  Kh&n ;     low  to  the  members  of  the  board  of  trade,  re- 
who,  hr  ought  that  appears  to  the  eontrary,     sident  at  Calcutta,  a  charge  of  five  per  cent, 
paid  away  the  stipend  as  fitstai  he  received  it.     on  the  sale  in  England  of  the  investment 
Had  it  been  otherwise,  that  iS)  if  Mahomed    formed  upon  their  second  plan,  namely,  that 
Rexa  Khftn  had  reserved  a  balance  of  the  aa*    plan  which  had  been  communicated  to  Lord 
bob's  money  in  his  hands,  he  should,  and  on*    Macartney.    The  investment  on  this  plan  is 
doubtedly  be  would,  have  been  called  upon  to     stated  to  be  raised  fi^m  800,000/.  to  1,000,- 
pay  it  in ;  and  then  there  would  have  been  no    OOM.  sterling. 

necrasity  for  raising  an  immediate  supply  by        It  is  on  all  aoeomrts  a  very  memorable  tran^ 
other  means.  action,  and  tends  to  bring  on  a  heavy  burden, 

l^e  transaction,  on  the  whole,  speaks  very    operating  in  the  nature  <^  a  tax,  laid  by  their 
sufficiently  for  itself.    It  is  a  gross  instance  of    own  authority  on  the  goods  of  their  masters 
repeated  dtscbedienoe  to  repeated  orders ;  and    in  England.    If  such  a  compensation  to  the 
it  is  rendered  particularly  offensive  to  the  aiH     board  of  trade  was  necessary,  on  aocoont  of 
thorityoftheoourtofdireetorsbytbefirivoloQs    their  engagement  to  take  no  further  (that  is 
and  contradictory  reasons  assigned  for  it.  Bot,    to  say,  no  unlawful)  emolument,  it  implies, 
wbether  the  ndbob^s  requisition  was  reasonU»Ie    that  the  practice  of  making  such  unlawfhl 
ornotjthegovemonr'generalandoouaGilwere    emolument  had  formerly  existed;  and  yoor 
precluded  by  a  special  instnietion  from  ooh^    committee  think  it  very  extraonfinavy,  that 
pljing  with  it.    The  directors,  in  their  letter    the  first  notice  the  ccMnpany  had  received  of 
(rf'the  14th  of  February,  1779,  declare,  that  a    such  a  practice  should  be,  in  taxing  them  for  a 
resolution  of  ooondl  (taken  by  Mr.  Francis    compensation  for  a  partial  abolition  c€  it,  se* 
B&d  Mr.  Wheler,  in  tfie  absence  of  Mr.  Ban-    cured  <m  the  parole  of  honour  of  these  very 
well)  viz.  *'  that  the  nabob's  letter  shoukl  be    persons  who  are  supposed  to  have  been  guilty 
referred  to  them  for  cAetr  decision ;  and  that    of  this  unjustifiable  conduct.    Your  commit- 
no  resolution  should  be  taken  in  Bengal)  on    tee  consider  this  engagement,  if  kept,  as  only 
Uf  requisitions,  without  their  special  orders    a  partial  abolition  of  the  implied  corrupt 
ind  instructions,"  was  very  proper.    They    practice,  because  no  part  of  the  compensatioB 
prudently  reserved  to  themselves  the  right  of    is  given  to  the  members  of  the  board  of  trade, 
deciding  on  such  questions ;  but  they  reserv-    wIm  reside  at  the  several  factories,  though 
ed  it  to  no  purpose.    In  England  the  aatho-    their  means  of  abuse  are  without  all  eompari- 
rity  ia  purely  Ibrmal.    In  Bmgal  the  power    son  greater ;  and  if  the  corruption  was  sup- 
is  positive  and  real.    When  they  clash,  their    posed  so  extensive  as  to  be  bought  off  at  that 
oppoeition  serves  only  to  degrade  the  autho-    price  where  the  means  were  fower,  the  house 
rity  that  ought  to  predominate,  and  to  enlt     will  judge  how  far  the  tax  has  ptvehased  off 
the  power  that  ought  tobedepeodeot.  the  evil. 
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ELEVENTH  REPORT 

FROM  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  APPOIITTED  TO  TAKE  INTO  COVBIDEAATIOIT  THE  STATS 
OF  THE  IDMINISTRATION  Or  JUtTICB  XIT  THE  PKOTIECES  OF  BXITOAL,  BAHAB,  AHO 
ORISSA,  AlfD  TO  REPORT  THE  SAME,  AS  IT  SHALL  APPEAR  TO  THEM,  TO  THE  HOUSE, 
WITH  THEIR  OBSERVATIONS  THERBUPOIf  ;  AND  WHO  WERE  IIISTRUCTED  TO  CONSI- 
DER HOW  THE  BRITISH  POSSESSIONS  tV  THE  BAST-INDIES  MAY  BE  HELD  AND  CO* 
TERNED  WITH  THE  GREATEST  SECURITT  AND  ADTARTAOB  TO  THIS  COUNTRV,  AND 
BY  WHAT  MEANS  THE  HAPPINCS8  OF  THE  KATITE  INHABITANTS  MAT  BE  BEST  PBO- 
MOTE  D.— (1783.) 

Your  committee,  in  the  course  of  their  in-  cemed  in  the  first  disooyeries,  didprobablj 

quiry  into  the  obedience  yielded  by  the  com-  preyent  any  further  complaint  upon  the  8ut>- 

pony'scrvants  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  di-  ject ;  but  towards  th«  close  of  the  last  ses- 

rectors,  (the  authority  of  which  orders  had  sion,  your  ooaomittee  have  received  much  of 
been  strengthened  by  the  regulating  act  of    new  Mid  alarming  information  coDcemingtliat 

1773,)  could  not  overlook  one  of  the  most  abuse. 

essential  objects  of  that  act,  and  of  those  <»■-  The  first  traces  appeared,  though  faintly 

ders,  namely,  the  taking  oSgiJU  and  preaeiUt.  and  obscurely,  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  direo 

These  pretended  free  gUb  from  the  nstives  to  tors  firom  the  govemour-geoeral,  Mr.  Has- 

the  company's  servants  in  power  had  never  tings,  written  on  the  29th  of  November, 

been  authorized  by  law ;  they  are  contrary  to  1780.*    It  has  been  stated  in  a  former  report 

the  covenants  formally  entered  into  by  the  of  your  committee,  that  on  the  26th  of  June, 

president  and  council ;  they  are  strictly  for-  1780,  Mr.  Hastings,  being  very  earnest  in  the 

bidden  by  the  act  of  parliament ;  and  forbid-  prosecution  of  a  particular  operation  in  the 

den  upon  grounds  of  the  most  substantial  po-  Mahratta  war,  in  order  to  remove  objections 

Ucy.  to  that  measure,  which  wore  made  on  account 

Before  the  regulating  act  of  1773,  the  al-  of  the  expense  of  the  contingencies,  ofi*ered  to 

lowanccs  made  by  the  company  to  the  pre-  eafonerate  the  company  from  that  "  charge." 

sidents  of  Bengal,  were  abundantly  sufficient  Continuing  his  minute  of  council,  he  says: 

to  guarantee  them  against  any  thing  like  a  "  That  sum  (a  sum  of  about  23,000/.)  I  have 

necessity  for  giving  in  to  that  pernicious  prac-  already  deposited,  within  a  small  amount,  in 

tice.     The  act  of  parliament  which  appointed  the  bands  of  the  sub-4reasurers,  and  I  beg  that 

a  governour-general  in  the  place  of  a  presi-  the  board  will  permit  it  to  be  accepted  for  tliat 

dent,  and  it  was  extremely  particular  in  enlbr-  service."    Here-  he  offers  in  his  own  person ; 

cing  tlie  prohibition  of  those  presents,  so  he  deposits,  or  pretends  that  he  deposits,  in 

it  was  equally  careful  in  making  an  ample  his  own  person ;  and,  with  the  zeal  of  a  man 

provision  for  supporting  the  dignity  of  the  eager  to  pledge  his  private  fortune  in  support 

office,  in  order  to  remove  all  excuses  for  a  of  his  measures,  he  prays  that  bis  offer  may 

corrupt  increase  of  its  emoluments.  be  accepted.     Not  the  least  hint  that  he  was 

AlUiough  evidence  on  record,  as  well  as  delivering  hack  to  the  company  money  of 

verbal  testimony,  has  appeared  before  your  their  own,  which  he  had  secreted  from  them, 

committee,  of  presents  to  a  large  amount  Indeed,  no  man  ever  made  it  a  request,  much 

having  been  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  and  less  earnestly  entreated,  "  begged  to  be  per- 

others,  before  the  year  1775,  they  were  not  mitted,"  to  pay  any  persons,  public  or  private, 

able  to  find  distinct  traces  of  that  practice  in  money  that  was  their  own. 

him.  or  any  one  else,  for  a  few  years.  It  appeared  to  your  committee,  thai  the 

The  inquiry  set  on  foot  in  Bengal,  by  order  money  offer6d  for  that  service,  which  was  to 

of  the  court  of  directors,  in  1 775,  with  regard  to  forward  the  operations  of  a  detachment  under 

all  corrupt  practices,  and  the  vigour  with  which  Colonel  Camac,  in  an  expedition  against  one 

they  were  for  some  time  pursued,  might  have  of  the  Mahratta  chie6,  vras  not  accepted, 

given  a  temporary  check  to  the  receipt  of  pre-  And  your  committee  having  directed  search 
■ents,  or  might  have  produced  a  more  effectual 

conc<»ilment  of  them  ;  and  afterwards  the  ca-  .  Appendix,  B.  No.  1.    Vide  supplement  to 

kmities  which  befeUaimost  all  who  were  con-  the  m  report  page  7. 


ON  THE  AFFAIRS  OF  mrDlA.  77 

to  h%  mado  for  any  flam  of  monoy  paid  into  ooeanon,  which  prompted  me  to  mil  mjmil 

the  treasury  by  Mr.  Haetings  for  this  terrice,  ^the  aeddaUal  meant,  which  were  at  that  in- 

fiMind,  that  Dotwiihsianding  his  aeserticm  of  ftant  afforded  me,  of  accepting  and  ooov«rt- 

hariog  ciepoaited  "  two  lack*  of  rapeefli  or  ing  it  to  the  property  aiMi  iiae  of  the  company ; 

within  a  trifle  of  that  eum,  in  the  handa  of  the  and  with  ttiifl  brief  apology  I  ahall  diamin  the 

avb-treosnrer,"  no  entry  whataoerer  of  that  or  fubject." 

any  other  payment  by  the  goveniour-general,  The  apology  is  brief  indeed,  considerinf 

was  made  in  the  treasury  accomits,  at  or  the  nature  of  the  transaction  {  and,  what  is 


nboQt  that  time.*    This  circumstance  ap-  more  material  than  its  length  or  its  shortness, 

peared  very  striking  to  your  committee,  as  It  is  in  all  points  nnsatisSuctory.     The  mal- 

zhe  non-appearance  in  the  company's  books  of  ter  becomes,  if  possible,  more  obscure  by  his 

tbn  article  in  qoestioa  must  be  owing  to  one  ezplauation.    Here  was  money  received  by 

or  other  of  these  four  causes :  that  the  asser-  Mr.  Hastings,  which,  aooording  to  his  own 

tioQ  of  Mr.  Hastings,  of  his  having  paid  in  jodgment,  he  had  no  right  to  receive ;  it  was 

near  two  lacks  of  rupees  at  that  time,  was  not  money,  which  **  (but  for  the  occasion  which 

true ;  or  that  the  sub-treasurer  may  receive  prompted  him)  he  could  not  have  accepted ;' 

great  suma  in  deposit  without  entering  them  it  was  money  which  came  into  his,  and  from 

in  the  companjr's  treasury  aceounUi ;  or  that  Ilia  into  the  company's  hands,  by  ways  and 

the  treasury  books  themselves  aro  records  not  means  undescribed,  and  from  persons  un* 

to  be  depoided  on ;  or,  lastly,  that  ^thAil  named ;   yet,  though  apprehensive  of  faka 

copiea  of  these  books  of  accounts  are  not  ooneiusioaB,    and   puiposed  misrepresenta- 

transmitted  to  Europe.    The  defect  of  an  tions,  he  gives  fam   employers  no  insight 

entry,  corresponding  with  Mr.  Hastings's  de-  whatsoever  into  a  matter,  wUch  of  all  others, 

deration  in  council,  can  be  attributed  only  to  stood  in  the  greatest  need  of  a  foil  and  clear 

one  of  these  four  causes ;  of  which  the  want  elucidation. 

offiMmdation  in  his  recorded  assertion,  though        Although  he  dwoses  to  omit  this  essealiai 

very  blameahle,  is  the  least  alarming.  point,  he  expresses  the  most  anxious  solid- 

On  the  t9th  of  November  folloinng,  Mr.  tude  to  clear  himself  of  the  cbargee  that  might 

Haatings  communicated  to  the  court  of  direo-  be  made  against  him,  of  the  art&es  of  oeten- 

tors  some  sort  of  notice  of  this  transaction.f  tatidta,  and  of  corrupt  influence.    To  dis* 

In  his  letter  of  ihat  date  be  varies,  in  no  eover,  if  possible,  the  ground  for  apprehend- 

■nail  degree,  the  aspect,  under  which  the  bo-  ing  such  imputations,  your  committee  advert* 

sineaa  appeared  m  his  minute  of  oonsulution  ed  to  the  circumstances  in  which  he  stood  at 

of  the  S6th  of  June.    In  his  letter  he  say*  to  the  time :— they  found  that  this  letter  was  des* 

the  directors,  "  the  subject  is  now  become  patched  about  the  tune  that  Mr.  Francis 

obsolete ;  the  &ir  hopes,  which  I  had  built  took  his  passage  for  England ;  his  fear  of 

upon  the  prosecution  of  the  Mahratta  war  misrepresentation  may  therefore  alludo   to 

have  been  blasted  by  the  dreadful  calamities  something  which  passed  in  conversation  be- 

which  have  befidlen  your  presidency  of  fort  tween  him  and  that  gentleman  at  the  time 

St.  George ;  and  changed  the  object  of  our  the  offer  was  made. 

porsnit,  from  the  aggrandizmnerU  of  your        It  was  not  easy,  on  the  mere  foee  of  his 

power  to  its  preservation."    After  thus  con-  offer,  to  give  an  ill  turn  to  it.     The  act,  as  it 

fossing,  or  rather  boasting  of  his  motives  to  stands  on  the  minute,  is  not  only  disinterested, 

the  Mahratta  war,  he  proceeds :  "  My  pre-  hot  generous,  and  public  spirited.    If  Mr. 

sent  reason  for  reverting  to  my  own  conduct  Hastmgs  apprehended  misrepresentation  from 

CO  the  occanion  which  1  have  mentioned''  Mr.  Francis,  or  from  any  other  person,  your 

(namely,  his  offering  a  sum  of  money  for  the  committee  conceive  that  he  did  not  employ 

company's  service)  "  is  to  obviate  the  falM  proper  means  for  defeating  the  ill  designs  of 

eme/ifsioiu,  or  purpoted  fnitrepre»entation$,  his  adversaries.    On  the  contrary,  the  course 

which  may  be  made  of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  he  has  taken,  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of  di- 

oCcttenlaionf  or  the  effect  cXwrrupt  n^/htenee,  rectors,  is  calculated  to  excite  doubts  and  sua- 

by  assuring  you  that  the  money,  by  whatever  picions  in  minds  the  most  favourably  disposed 

wuaneii  came  into  my  poeeeasion,  toot  not  my  to  him.    Some  degree  of  ostentation  is  not 

own ;  that  I  had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  extremely  blameahle,  at  a  time  when  a  man 

would  or  could  have  received  it  but  for  the  advances  largely  from  his  private  fortune  to- 

wards  the  pablk:  service.    It  is  human  in- 

^.     «  «    «  firmity  at  the  worst,  and  only  detracts  some- 

ijS:^SX°i.fo.  I.  Ud.,  fto-  U»  V-tr.  of  «.  «ti«.  I.  ittrir 
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aMritoriocHi.    The  kind  of  osteotatiim  whioh  gtneral.    They  consider  the  whole  proceed- 

M  criminal,  and  crkninal  only  becauee  it  ia  ing  aa  taitrmordinary  and  myMerious.    Tbej, 

(mudulent,  is  where  a  peraon  makes  a  show  howoTer,  do  not  condemn  it  with  any  remark* 

of  giving,  when  in  reality  he  does  not  give,  able  asperity ;  after  admitting  that  he  might 

TfaliB  unposition  is  criminial  more  or  less  ao-  be  induced  to  a  temporary  secrecy,  respecjmg 

cording  to  the  circumstances.    But  if  tbs  Ab  number*  of  the  board,  firom  a  fear  of  their 

nooey,  received  to  furnish  such  a  pretended  resisting  the  proposed  application,  or  any  ap- 

gift,  » taken  from  any  third  person,  without  plication  of  this  money  to  the  company's  use ; 

right  to  take  it,  a  new  guilt,  and  a  guilt  of  a  yet  they  write  to  the  govemour->gGneml  and 

much  worse  quality  and  description,  is  incur-  council  as  follows : — ^*  It  does  not  appear  to 

red.     The  govemour^eneral,  in  order  to  us,  that  there  could  be  any  real  necessity  for 

keep  clear  of  ostentation,  on  the  29th  of  No-  delaying  to  commmunicate  to  its  immediate 

waaber,  1780,  declares  that  the  sum  of  money  information  of  the  channd  by  which  the  money 

which  he  ofered  on  the  S6th  of  the  ixreoeding  came  into  Mr.  Hastings's  possession,  with  a 

June,  as  his  own,  was  not  his  own,  and  that  oomplete  illustration  of  the  cause  or  causes 

he  had  no  right  to  it.    Clearing  himself  of  of  so  oxtraordiiuay  an  event."    And  again : 

vanity,  be  convicts  Untself  of  deceit,  and  of  "the  means  proposed  of  defraying  the  extra 

injustice.     The  other  object  of  this  brief  expenses  are  very  extraordinary;   and  the 

ofM^ogy  was  to  clear  himself  of  esm^l  iii^iH  money,  we  conceive,  must  have  come  into  his 

snot.    Of  all  ostentation  he  stands  complete-  hands  by  an  vnaisiMi  channel ;  and  when  more 

lyMquitted  mthemoathofNovonber,  how-  oomplete  informal  ion  comes  before  us,  we 

ever  he  might  have  been  faulty  in  that  respect  shall  give  our  sentiments  Ailly  on  the  trans- 

in  the  month  of  June :  but,  with  regard  to  the  action."    And,  speaking  of  this  and  other 

other  part  of  the  apprehended  charge,  namely,  moneys  under  a  similar  description,  they  say, 

corrupt  tfi^fuenos,  he  gives  no  satisfibctory  so-  "  we  shall  suspend  our  judgment,  without  ap- 

liitinn    i  greiU  sum  df  money,  *'  not  his  own"  provii^  it  in  the  least  degree,  or  proceeding 

—money,  to  which  **  he  bad  no  right"-Hno-  to  censure  our   govemour-general  fi>r  this 

ney,  which  came  into  his  possession,  "  by  transaction.''    The  expectations  entertained 

wkaytevflr  means :"— if  this  be  not  money  eb»  by  the  directors  of  a  more  complete  explan^ 

tained  by  corrupt  mfluence,  or  by  something  tion,  were  natural,  and  their  expression  tender 

wwse,  that  is,  by  violence  or  tarrour,  it  wiU  and  template.    But  the  more  complete  in- 

be  difficult  to  fix  upon  circumstances  which  formation,  which    they  naturally  expected, 

eon  fiimish  a  presumption  of  unjustifiable  use  they  never  have  to  this  day  received. 

ef  power  and  influence  in  the  acquisition  of  Mr.  Hastings  wrote  two  more  letters  to 

profit.    The  last  part  of  the  apology    that  he  the  secret  committee  of  the  court  of  directors, 

iMd  converted  this  money  ('*  which  he  had  to  in  which  he  mentions  this  transaction.*     The 

right  to  receive")  to  the  company's  use  (so  first,  dated  (as  he  asserts,  and  a  Mr.  Larkins 

nr  as  your  committee  can  discover)  dot»  no  swears)  on  the  22d  of  May,  1782 ;  the  last, 

vAsre  afipear.    He  speaks,  in  the  minute  of  which  accompanied  it,  so  lato  as  the  16th  of 

theSfithof  June,  as  having  then  actually  de-  December,  in  the  same  year.    Though  so 

posited  It  for  the  company^s  service.    In  the  long  an  interval  lay  between  the  transaction 

letter  of  November,  he  says,  that  he  convert-  of  the  26th  of  June,  1780,  and  the  middle  of 

ed  it  to  the  oompai^s  property :  but  there  is  December,  1782,t  (upwards  of  two  years)  no 

no  trace,  in  the  company's  books,  of  its  being  further  satisfaction  is  given.    He  has  writ- 

•fer  brought  to  their  credit  in  the  expenditure  ton,  since  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter  of  tlie 

for  any  specific  service,  even  if  any  such  entry  court  of  directors  (which  demanded,  what  they 

and  ezpmditare  could  justify  him  in  taking  had  a  right  to  deniand,  a  clear  explanation  of 

money,  whioh  he  had,  fay  his  own  confession,  the  particulars  of  this  sum  of  money,  which 

'*  no  right  to  receive."  he  had  no  right  to  receive)  without  giving 

The  directors  appear  to  have  been  deceived  them  any  further  satisfaction.     Instead  of 

by  this  repiesentation ;  and  in  their  letter  of  explanation  or  apology,  he  assumes  a  tone  of 

January,  1782,  eonslder  the  money  as  actual-  oompUint  and  reproach  to  the  directors.— He 

ly  paid  into  tbeir  treasury.*    Even  under  lays  before  them  a  kind  of  an  account  of  pre- 

Iheir  erroor  concerning  the  application  of  the  sents  received  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of 

money,  they  appear  rotheralanned  thansatis.  200,000{.  some  at  a  considerable  distance  of 
fled  with  the  brief  apology  of  the  goveniouiw 

.       _^     ^  _-    ^  •  Appendix,  B.  No.  S,  and  Wo.  8. 

^  Appendix,  B.  Now  7.  \  Appendix,  B.  No.  6. 
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time,  mnd  vvUefa  Ind  boC  been  UtfMto oob-  BUMioMof  tUsMeooDtMMitkBedntlM 

nimicttted  to  the  con^MUiy.  nl  htter  to  the  eoort  ofdireoton,  but  in  ft  leu 

In  the  letter  whieh  aeeomiMnied  thftt  7017  ter  firom  hiowetf  to  their  secret  eommitleo, 

extrmordinary  ftccouot,  whkfatlieB  for  the  firat  ooonnting  geneftlly  of  two  peraooi,  but  •! 

time  appeared,  lie  dieeo^en  no  naall  eoliei-  moet  of  three.    It  la  to  be  obeeiieJ  that  the 

tnde  to  dear  himself  from  the  nnpatation  of  fOfOTour  seimal  states,  **  that  the  despatch 

having  these  disooreries  dimwn  from  hnn  bj  of  the  hifwf  had  been  protracted  from  time 

the  terroors  of  the  parliamentary  inquiriea  to  time ;  tlmt  this  delay  was  ef  no  pobKi; 

then  on  loot.    To  remoro  all  snspidon  of  oonseqoenee;  but  that  it  prodoead  a  situation, 

sDch  a  motive  for  making  these  discoveries,  which,  with  respect  to  hkaweV,  he  regarded  aa 

Mr.  Larfcias  sweara,  in  an  afidavit  madebo*  wifortnnato,  because  it  eiposed  him  to  the 

fere  Mr.  Justice  Hyde,  bearing  even  dato  meanest  impntatioos,  from  the  oeessionwhidi 

with  the  letter  which  aceompanies  the  aocouBt,  Che  lato  parliamentaiy  inqniiiee  have  sines 

that  is,  of  the  16th  of  December,  I78f,  that  finrnished;  hot  which  were  unknown  when  hit 


this  letter  fadlbeen  written  by  him  on  the  ttd    letter  was  written."    If  the  govemour-getio. 
of  May,  several  m<mtfas  before  it  was  dea-    ral  thought  bis  silence  e«p<Med  him  to  the 


pnlehed.     It  appeam   that  Mr.  Laridns,*  msoncsf  impitfatisM,  he  had  die  means  ta 

who  makes  this  volontary  afldavit,  is  neither  Us  own  powsr  of  avoiding  those  impataitioBS ; 

svcretary  to  the  board,  nor  Mr.  Hastingi^  he  might  have  sent  this  letter,  dated  the  ttd 

private  secrstaiy,  but  an  oficar  of  the  trea^  May,  by  the  Resolution.    For  we  find,  thsl 

sory  of  Benrnd.  in  a  letter  from  Captain  Poyvtii^,  of  the  fMi 

Mr.  Haatmgv  was  eonsdooo  Aat  a  qnse  May,  he  states  it  not  possible  fix-  him  to  pro* 

tion  would  inevitably  arise,  bow  he  came  to  ceed  to  sea  with  the  smallest  degree  of  ssiety 

d»1ay  the  sending  intelligenes  of  so  very  in*  withooC  a  aonply  of  aachon  and  cablm  {  and 

leresting  a  nature,  from  May  to  December  f  most  earnestly  requests  they  may  be  snppKsd 

He  thereibre  thidu  it  necessary  to  aooount  from  Calcutta ;  and  on  the  C8th  May,  we  find 

for  so  suspicioas  a  eircmnstanoe.    He  tells  a  isinnte  ^vm  the  secretary  ef  the  eouncil, 

tin  directors  *'  that  the  despatch  of  the  Lively  Mr.  Auriol,  reqneeting  an  order  of  council  to 

fasrmg  been  protracted  from  time  to  time,  tfie  the  master-altendint  to  fivnlsh  a  sloop  to 

aeoompanying  address,  wfakh  was  originally  oarry  down  those  cables ;  which  order  was 

designed  and  prepared  ibr  that  despatch,  ami  aecoidingly  issued  on  the  90th  May.    There 

no  cfher  mnet  ooamvng,  has,  of  course,  been  requiree  no  other  proof  to  show  that  the  go* 

dius  long  debiyed.**  vcmoar-general  had  the  sseans  of  sending  uam 

The  goveraour-general's  letter  it  dated  the  letter  seven  days  after  he  wrote  it,  inetead  ef 

ttd  May,  and  the  Reeolotioa  was  the  last  delaying  it  for  near  seven  months ;  and  b** 

ship  of  the  season  despatched  for  Europe,  cause  noconveyance  had  ofiered.    Tour  com* 

The  public  letters  to  the  directora  are  dsied  mittee  must  a^  reauuk,  that  the  confeyanee 

the  9th  May ;  but  it  appears,  by  ths  letter  of  by  land  to  Madras  was  certain ;  and,  whilsl 

the  ooramajider  of  the  ship,  that  he  did  not  sudi  important  operations  were  carrying  on 

receive  his  despatches  from  Mr.  Loyd,  then  both  by  sea  and  hind  upon  the  coast,  thatdes* 

at  Kedjeree,  until  the  <6th  May ;  uxl  also,  patches  would  be  ssnt  to  the  admiralty,  or  to 

that  the  pilot  was  not  discharged  fi«m  ths  the  company,  was  highly  probable, 

ship  until  the  llih  of  June.    Some  of  these  If  the  letter  of  the  ttd  May  had  been  found 

presente  (now  for  the  first  time  acknowledged)  in  the  list  of  the  packete  sent  by  the  Resoln* 

bed  been  received  eighteen  months  preceding  tion,  die  governour-general would  have  estah- 

tfas  date  of  his  letter ;  none  lees  than  four  lished,  in  a  satisfoctory  manner,  and  for  be* 

months ;  so  diat,  in  fiwt,  he  might  have  sent  yond  the  effect  of  any  affidavit,  that  the  letter 

this  aceonnt  by  all  the  ships  of  that  asason ;  had  been  written  at  the  time  <^  the  dato.    It 

but  Ae  governour-general  chooee  to  write  this  appears  that  the  Reeolution,  being  on  her 

letter  tUrteen  days  after  the  determination  in  voyage  to  England,  met  with  ao  severe  a  gala 

eouncil  Ibr  the  despatdi  of  the  last  ship.        «  of  wind  as  to  beobliged  to  put  back  to  Bengali 

It  does  not  appear  that  hehss  given  any  and  to  unload  her  cargo.    This  event  makes 

cemmonieation  wfaateoever  to  his  colleagues  no  difference  in  the  state  ef  the  tmnsaetion. 

in  office  of  those  exCraordinaxy  transactions.  Whatever  the  cause  of  these  new  discoveriei 

Nothing  appears  on  the  records  of  the  coondl  might  have  been,  at  the  time  of  sending  them, 

efths  receipt  of  the  presente;  nor  is  the  tmn^  thsAct  of  the  parliamentaiy  inquiry  was  pd^ 

JUy  known. 

•Tide  LarUn*e  Affldavk,  appendix,  B.  No.  5.  In  the  letter  of  te  above  date  Mr. 


80  REPORT  09  A  COMBUTTBB 

kiMiitt  Um  mortifiofttion  of  being  reduced  to  wm  to  deer  ap  such  mattera  u  might  be  ob- 

take  precautioiit  **  to  guard  hie  reputation  jected  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  for  that  purpose 

from  dishonour." — "  If  I  had  (says  he)  ai  any  he  had  esrly  qualified  hinself  by  the  produo- 

lime  possessed  that  degree  of  confidence  from  tioa  to  your  committee  of  his  powers  of  ageo- 

my  intmadiatt  employers,  which  they  hafe  cy.    The  ignorance  in  which  Mr.  Hastings 

never  witiiheld  fit>m  the  liissnsif  of  my  pr^  bad  left  his  agent,  was  the  more  striking,  be- 

deoessours,  I  should  have  disdained  to  use  cause  he  must  have  been  morally  certain, 

these  attentions."*  that,  if  his  condnct  m  these  pomts  should 

Who  the  mmmaat  of  Mr.  Hastings*s  prsde-  have  eso^Md  animadversion  from  the  court  of 
eessoun  were,  does  not  appear  to  your  com-  directors,  it  must  become  an  object  of  parli^ 
mittee  :  nor  are  they  able  to  discern  the  mentary  inquiry }  fiH",  in  his  letter  of  the  15lfa 
groond  of  proprietf  or  decency  ibr  his  assum-  December,  1782,  to  Uie  court  of  directors,  be 
ing  to  himselfa  right  to  call  any  of  them  mean  ei^essiy  mentions  his  fears,  that  those  par- 
persons.  But  if  sudi  mean  persons  have  liementary  inquiries  might  be  thought  to  have 
possessed  that  degree  of  confidence  from  his  extorted  from  him  the  confessions  which  he 
immediate  employers,    vdiich  for  so  many  bad  made. 

years  he  had  not  possessed  "  at  any  Anef*  Tour  committee,  however,  entering  on  a 
iitferenoes  must  have  been  drawn  from  thence  more  strict  examination  concerning  the  two 
▼ery  un&vourable  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  lacks  of  rupees,  which  Mr.  Hastings  de- 
parties,  or  perhaps  to  both.  The  attentions,  clares  he  had  no  right  to  take,  but  had  taken, 
which  he  practises  and  disdains,  can  in  this  fit>m  some  person  then  unknown,  Major 
case  be  €^  no  service  to  himself,  his  employ-  Scott  recollected  that  Mr.  Hastings  had,  in  a 
era,  or  the  public;  the  only  attention  at  all  letter  of  the  7th  December,  I78t,  (in  which 
effectual  towards  extenuating,  or  in  some  d^  he  refers  to  some  former  letter)  acquainted 
gree  atoning  for,  the  guilt  c^  having  taken  him  with  the  name  of  the  person,  from  whom 
money  from  individuals  illegally,  was,  to  be  he  had  received  those  two  lacks  of  rupeea, 
full  and  fhir  in  his  confession  of  all  the  par*  mentioned  in  the  minute  of  June,  1780.  It 
ticulars  of  his  ofibnee.  This  misht  not  ob*  turned  out  to  be  the  rajah  of  Benares,  the  ua- 
tain  that  confidence,  which  at  no  time  he  has  fiirtunate  Chejrt  Sing, 
enjoyed ;  but  still  the  company  and  the  nation  In  the  single  instance  in  which  Mr.  Scott 
B^ght  derive  essential  benefit  from  it ;  the  di-  seemed  to  possess  intelligence  in  this  mat- 
reetors  mi^t  be  able  to  afford  redress  to  the .  ter,  he  is  preferred  to  the  court  of  directors. 
Sttfierers ;  and  by  his  laying  open  the  con-  Under  their  censure  as  Mr.  Hastings  was, 
cealed  channels  of  abuse,  means  ndcht  be  for-  and  as  he  felt  himself  to  be,  for  not  informing 
nished  for  the  better  discovery,  and  possibly  them  of  the  channel  in  which  he  received  that 
for  the  prevention,  or  at  least  for  the  restraint,  money,  he  perseveres  obstinately  and  con- 
of  a  practice  of  the  meet  dangerous  nature ;  a  temptuously  to  conceal  it  fit>m  them ;  though 
practice,  of  which  the  mere  prohibition,  with-  he  thought  fit  to  entrust  his  agent  with  the 
out  the  means  of  detection,  must  ever  prove,  secret, 
as  hitherto  it  had  proved,  altogether  frivolous.  Tour  committee  were  extremely  struck 

Tour  committee,  considering  that  so  long  a  with  this  intelligence.    They  were  totally 

time  bad  elapsed  without  any  of  that  informal  nnacquunted  wi^  it,  when  they  presented  to 

tion  which  ths  directQrs  expected,  and  perceiv-  the  house  the  supplement  to  their  second  re- 

ing  that  this  receipt  of  sums  of  money,  under  port  on  the  affairs  of  Cheyt  Sing.    A  giA 

colour  of  gift,  seemed  a  growing  evil,  ordered  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  Vat  rajah  of 

the  attenthnce  of  Mr.  Hastings  s  agent.  Ma-  Benares  gave  rise,  in  their  minds,  to  serious 

)or  Scott.    They  had  found,  on  former  occap  refiections  on  the  condition  of  the  princes  of 

sbns,  that  this  gentleman  was  fiimished  with  India  subjected  to  the  Brituh  authority.    Mr. 

much  more  early  and  more  complete  intelli-  Hastings  was,  at  the  very  time  of  receiving 

gence  of  the  company's  affairs  in  India  than  this  gift,  in  the  course  of  making,  on  the  ra- 
was  thought  proper  for  the  court  of  directors ;  ,  jah  of  Benares,  a  series  of  demands,  unfound- 

tbey,  therefore,  examined   him   c<mceming  ed  and  unjustifiable,  and  constantly  growing, 

every  particular  sum  of  money,  the  reoript  A  in  proportion  as  they  were  submitted  to.    To 

which  Mr.  Hastings  had  confessed  in  his  an-  these  demands  the  rajah  of  Benares,  beeides 

oonnt.    It  was  to  their  surprise  that  Mr.  his  objections  in  point  of  ri^t,  constantly  set 

Scott  professed  himself  perfectly  uninatnicted  up  a  plea  of  poverty.    Presents  from  peraons 

npon  almost  every  part  of  the  subject,  though  who  bold  up  poverty  as  a  shield  against  extor- 

tha  aqiress  objea  of  his  mission  to  England  tion  can  scaively,  in  any  casoi  be  considered 
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IS  gnituitoiWi  whether  the  plea  of  povet^  be  the  ordinuy  reads  for  their  adTuitage ;  am! 

trae  or  fiiiae.    In  this  casoi  the  {ireseats  might  all  this  on  the  ciedit  of  sappliee,  derived  from 

have  been  bestowed,  if  not  with  an  assurance,  the  gift  of  a  man  whom  he  treats  with  the  ut- 

at  least  with  a  rational  hope  of  some  mitiga-  most  severity,  and  whom  he  accuses,  in  this 

tioo  in  the  oppressive  requisitions  that  were  particular,  of  disaffection  to  the  oompan^r's 

made  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  for,  to  give  much  cause  and  interests. 

voluntarilj,  when  it  is  Isnown  that  mudk  will  With  S$,000i.  of  the  rajah's  money  in  his 

be  taken  away  forcibly,  is  a  thing  absnrd  and  pocket,  he  persecutes  him  to  his  destruction ; 

impossible.    On  the  other  hand,  the  aooept-^  assigning  for  a  reason,  that  his  reliance  on  the 

ance  of  that  gift  by  Mr.  Hastings  must  have  rajah's  mith,  and  his  breach  of  it,  were  the 

pledged  a  tacit  fiuth  for  some  degree  of  indul-  principal  causes  that  no  other  provision  was 

genee  towards  ttie  donor:  if  it  was  a  free  gift,  made  for  the  detachment,,  on  the  specific  expe- 

gratitode ;  if  it  was  a  bargain,  justice  obliged  ditioo  to  which  the  rajah's  specific  money  was 

him  to  it.    If,  on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Hast-  to  be  applied;  the  rajah  had  given  ittobe  dis- 

ings  original^f  destined  (as  he  says  he  did)  poeed  of  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  if  it  was  not 

thto  money,  given  to  himself  secretly,  and  for  disposed  of  in  the  best  manner  for  the  acoom- 

his  private  emoloment,  to  theaseof  the  com-  pUshing  his  objects,  the  accuser  himself  is  the 

paiij,  to  the  oompanj^s  favour,  to  whom  he  criminal. 

acted  as  trustee,  ou|^  to  have  been  pwdiased  To  take  money  for  the  forbearance  of  a  just 

by  it.    In  honour  and  justice  be  bound  and  demand  would  have  been  corrupt  only  :  but 

pledged  bimaelf  for  that  power,  which  was  to  to  urge  unjust  public  demands ;  to  accept  pri- 

profit  by  the  gif^  and  to  profit  too  in  the  suo*  vate  pecuniary  favours  in  the  course  of  those 

eeas  of  an  expedition,  which  Mr.  Hastings  demaiada ;  and,  on  the  pretence  of  delay  or 

thought  so  necessary  to  their  aggrandizement,  reffasal,  without  mercy  to  persecute  a  bene- 

The  unhappy  man  found  his  money  aooepted,  fitctor ;  to  refuse  to  hear  his  remonstranoes ; 

ixit  no  fkvour  acquired  on  die  part  either  of  to  arrast  him  in  his  capital,  in  his  palace,  in 

the  company  or  of  Mr.  Hastings.  the  fitte  of  all  the  people ;— thus  to  give  oe- 

Tour  committee  have,  in  another  report,  oasion  to  an  insurrection,  and,  on  pretext  of 

stated  to  the  house,  that  Mr.  Hastings  attri-  iimi  insurrection,  to  refuse  all  treaty  or  expl»- 

boted  the  extremi^  of  distress,  wUch  the  do-  nation :  to  drive  him  from  his  government  and 

tacfaments  under  Colonel  Camac  had  suflbred,  his  country ;  to  proscribe  him  in  a  general 

and  the  great  desertions  which  ensued  on  that  amnesty ;  and  to  send  him  all  over  India,  a 

cspedition,  to  the  want  of  punctuality  of  the  fugitive,  to  publish  the  shame  of  British  gov* 

rajali  in  making  payment  of  one  of  the  sums  emment  in  all  the  nations  to  whom  he  suo- 

wfaidi  had  been  extorted  from  him ;  and  dus  oeasively  fled  for  refuge :  these  are  proceed* 

want  of  punctual  payment  was  afterwards  as-  inss  to  which,  for  the  honour  of  human  nature, 

signed  a«  a  principal  reason  for  the  ruin  of  this  it  is  hoped  few  parallels  are  to  be  found  in 

prince.    Tour  committee  have  shown  to  the  history ;  and  in  wbSdi  the  illegality  and  cor- 

hooseyby  a  comparison  of  focts  and  dates,  that  ruplion  of  the  acts  form  the  smallest  part  of 

this  charge  is  wholly  without  foundation.  But  the  mischief. 

if  the  cause  of  Cokmel  Oaipac's  failure  had  Such  is  the  account  of  the  first  sum  eon^ 

been  true  as  to  the  sum,  which  was  the  object  futed  to  be  taken  as  a  present  by  Mr.  Ha8t^> 

of  the  public  demand,  the  fkilure  could  not  be  infs,  siane  the  year  1776 ;  and  sudi  are  its 

attribuisd  to  the  rajah,  when  he  had  on  the  consequences.    Mr.  Hastings  apologizes  for 

•Mftmi  privately  fVimished,  at  least  t8,000l.  to  this  action  by  declaring,  "  that  he  would  not 

Mr.  Hastings ;  that  is,  finiaished  the  identical  have  rcceiYod  the  money  but  for  the  oeooaion, 

money  whi<£  he  tells  us  (but  carefhlly  conceal-  which  prompted  him  to  avail  himself  of  the 

inf  the  name  of  the  giver)  he  had  from  the  be-  accidental  means  which  were  at  that  instant 

ginning  destined,  as  he  afterwards  publidy  aflRwded  him,  of  accepting  and  converting  it 

oflTered,  for  this  very  expedition  of  Colonel  to  the  use  of  the  company."*    By  tins  ao- 

Camac's.    The  complication  of  fraud  and  count  he  considers  the  act  a«  excusable  only 

cruelty  in  the  transaction  admits  of  fow  par^  by  the  particular  occasion,  by  the  temptation 

aDels.    Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  council  board  of  accidental  means,  and  by  the  suggestion  of 

of  Bengal,  dispkys  himself  as  a  zealous  ser^  the  iruUmt.  How  far  this  is  the  case,  appears 

vant  of  the  company,  bountifully  giving  from  by  the  very  next  paragraph  of  this  letter,  in 

bii  own  fortune ;  and  in  his  letter  to  the  di-  which  the  account  is  given,  and  in  which  the 

ractors  (as  he  says  himself)*  as  going  out  of  apology  is  made.    If  these  were  his  opinions 

e  Y  Ue  app.  B.  No.  1.  *  Ylde  app^  B.  No.  1. 
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in  June,  1780,  they  Uwtod  bat  «  vwy  ihort  takan  fiir  it.    When  the  oompaoj'e 

time  :  his  aociiieaCal  mewu  tppMr  to  be  •coountB  are  compared  with  the  proceeding 

growing  habitual.  of  their  council-general,  a  peifiect  oonreapood- 

To  point  out  in  a  dear  manner,  the  q>irit  enoe  also  appears."*   The  three  bonds  are  then 

of  Jhe  second  money  trannction  to  which  entered  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  is  credUed 

your  committee  adverted,  which  is  represent'*  for  principal  and  interest  on  them,  in  the  ez« 

ed  by  Mr.  TP^a^trf  as  having  some  **  affinity  act  terms  of  the  order.    So  fiur  the  official 

with  the  former  mnerfef>,*"*  (for  in  this  light  aeoounts ;  which,  becauae  of  their  perfect  bar* 

kind  of  phrase  he  chooses  to  egress  himself  mony,  are  considered  as  clear  and  consistent 

to  his  masters)  your  oommittee  think  it  ne-  oridence  to  one  body  of  faot. 

cessary  to  state  to  the  house,  that  the  busi-  The  second  sort  of  documentt  relative  to 

ness,  namely,  this  business,  which  was  the  these  bonds  (though  the  first  in  order  of  time) 

second  object  of  their  inquiry,  appears  in  three  is  Mr.  Hastings's  letter  of  the  39th  of  Noven- 

different  pap«rs,  and  in  three  difbreftt  lights ;  her,  1780.    It  is  written  between  the  time  of 

on  comparing  these  authorities,  in  every  one  the  eipenditure  of  the  mon^  for  the  compa* 

ofwhich  Mr.  Hastings  is  himself  the  voucher,  ny^s  use,  and  the  taking  of  the  bonds.    Here, 

if  one  of  the  three  be  true,  the  other  two  must  for  the  first  time,  a  very  material  difiercnoa 

necessarily  be  fiilse.  appears ;  and  the  differem:e  is  the  more  strikp 

These  three  authorities,!  which  your  earn-  ing,  because  Mr.  Hastings  claimed  the  vMt 

mittee  has  accurately  ooBi|Mred,  are,  first,  ins  moaey  as  his  own,  and  took  bonds  for  it  as 

minutes  on  the  oonsultatioiis  ,*  secondly,  his  auoh,  ^ftertban  representation.    The  letter  to 

letter  to  the  aourt  of  directors,  OB  the  S8th  of  theGOflDpanydisoovers,thatpartof  themoofly 

November,  1 980 ;  thirdly,  his  account,  tnna*  (the  n^ole  of  which  he  had  declared  on  recoid 

mitted  on  the  MMi  of  December,  178S.  to  be  lus  own,  and  for  which  he  had  taken 

About  eight  months  after  the  first  tnnm/^  bonds)  was  not  his,  but  the  property  of  bis 

tion|  relative  to  Gheyt  Sing,  and  which  is  masters,  from  iR^m  he  had  taken  the  seeo« 

just  reported,  that  is,  on  the  fifth  of  January,  rity.    It  is  no  leas  remarkable,  that  the  letter, 

1781,  Mr.  Hastings  produced  a  demand  to  the  which  represmtH  the  money  as  belonging  to 

council  for  money  of  his  own,  expended  for  the  company,  was  writtim  about  six  weeks  be- 

the  company's  service.  fore  the  minute  of  council ,  in  which  be  claims 

Here  was  no  occasion  for  seere^.    Mr.  that  money  as  his  own.    It  is  this  letter  on 

Francis  was  on  hn  passage  to  Europe;  Mr.  which  jrour  committee  is  to  remark. 

Wheler  was  alone  left,  who  no  longer  dis..  Mr.  Hastings,  after  giving  his  reasons^  for 

sented  from  any  thing ;  Mr.  Hastings  was  in  the  application  of  the  three  lacks  of  rutwes, 

effect  himself  the  nihole  council.    He  de«  and  for  his  having  for  some  t^no  concealed 

clared,  that  he  had  disbursed  three  lacks  of  the  foot,  says,  '<  tvro-thirds  of  thst  sum  I  have 

rupees,  that  is,  thirty-four  thousand  five  bun*  raised  by  my  own  credit^  and  riuill  dnrge  it  in 

dred  pounds,  in  secret  services ;  which  having  my  official  account;  the  other  third  I  havesup- 

(he  says)  *<been  advanced  from  my  oion ^r»«  plied  fi-om  the  cash  in  my  hand,  belonging  to 

vote  eaahj  I  request  that  the  same  may  be  re-  the  h<mourible  company." 

paid  to  me  in  the  following  manner :"— He  The  house  will  obeerve,tbat  in  November, 

accordingly  desires  three  bMids,  for  a  lack  of  he  telb  the  directors,  that  he  shall  charge  only 

sicca  rupees  each,  to  he  given  to  him  in  two  teo-tftmif  in  his  official  accounts :  in  the  fol- 

of  the  coo^Mny's  subscriptions ;  one  to  bear  lowing  January  he  diarges  the  uMe,^    For 

faitereat  on  the  eight  per  cent.  loan,  the  other  the  other  third  (although  be  admitted  that  to 

two  in  the  four  per  cent.    The  bonds  wer«  belong  to  the  company)  we  have  seen  that  be 

antedated  to  the  beginnbig  of  the  praceding  takes  a  bond  to  h»m»if. 

October.  It  is  material  that  he  teUs  the  eompany,  in 

On  the  Oth  of  the  same  month,*  that  is,  on  his  letter,  that  these  two  lacks  of  rupees  were 

the  9th  of  January,  1781 ,  the  three  bonds  were  raised  on  hia  credit.    His  letter  to  the  oouoctl 

accordingly  ordered :  so  far  the  whole  trans-  M>yB>  that  they  were  advanced  from  hia  pri- 

action  appears  clear,  and  of  a  piece.  Private  vb^  «m^-  'What  he  raises  on  his  credit,  may, 

money  is  subscribed,  and  a  pid>Iie  seoorfty  is  on  *  f^  construction,  be  considered  aa  his 

own:  but  in  this  too  he  fails;  for  it  is 

•  Vide  Km,  B.  No.  1. 
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he  Las  ooTer  transferred  iheso  bonds  to  any  new itcomea  oat,  tiiat  thaitbond  also wav  tak- 

creditor ;  nor  has  he  stated  any  sum  be  has  en  by  Mr.  Hastings  from  the  company  for 

paid,  or  for  which  he  stands  indebted,  on  that  money,  which  he  declares  he  had  receiyed  on 

accoant,  to  any  speciSc  person.    Indeed,  it  the  company's  account ;  and  that  bo  entered 

vras  out  of  his  power ;  for  the  first  two-thirds  himself  as  creditor,  when  he  ought  to*  bars 

of  the  money,  which  he  formerly  stated  as  made  himself  debtor. 

raised  upon  bis  own  credit,  he  now.  confesses        Your  committee  examined  Major  Scott 

to  have  been  fj-om  the  beginning  the  compa-  oooceming  this  money,  which  Mr.  Hastings 

B}'s  property ;  and  therefore  could  not  have  must  have  obtained  in  some  clandestine  and 

been  raised  on  bis  private  credit,  or  borrowed  irregular  mode ;  but  they  could  obtain  no  in- 

from  any  person  whatsoever.  formation  of  the  persons  from  whom  it  was 

To  these  two  accounts,^  thus  essentially  taken,  nor  of  the  occasion  or  pretence  for  tak- 
varyiDg,  be  has  added  a  third,  varying  at  least  ing  this  large  sum ;  nor  does  any  order  of 
as  essentially  from  both.  In  bis  last,  or  third  council  appear  for  its  application  to  any  ser- 
aocoont,  which  is  a  statement  of  ail  the  sums  soever  it  was)  relative  to  this  bond  is  covered 
he  has  received  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  vice.  The  whole  of  the  transaction  (what- 
and  confessed  to  be  the  company's  property,  with  the  thickest  obscurity, 
he  reverees  the  items  of  his  first  account ;  and,  Mr.  Hastings,*  to  palliate  the  blame  of  his 
instead  of  allowing  the  company  but  (Mi»4hird,  conduct,  declares  that  he  has  not  received  any 
and  claiming  two-thirds  for  himself,  he  enters  interest  on  these  bonds ;  and  that  he  has  en- 
two  of  the  bonds,!  each  6x  a  lack  of  rupees,  dorscd  them  as  not  belonging  to  himself,  but 
as  belonging  to  the  company ;  of  the  third  to  the  company.  As  to  the  first  part  of  this 
bond,  which  appears  so  distinctly  in  the  con-  allegation,  whether  he  received  the  interest, 
sultations,  and  in  the  treasury  accounts,  not  or  let  it  remain  in  orrear,  is  a  matter  of  indif- 
coe  word  is  said ;  ten  thousand  pounds  is  ab-  ference,  as  be  entitled  himself  to  it ;  and,  so 
scirbed,  sinks,  and  disappears  at  once ;  and  no  far  as  the  legal  security  he  has  taken  goes,  he 
explanation  whatever  concerning  it  is  given,  may,  whenever  he  pleases,  dispose  both  of 
Mr.  Hastings  seems  not  yet  to  have  decided  principal  and  interest.  What  he  has  endorsed 
to  whoso  account  it  ought  to  be  placed.  In  on  the  bonds,  or  when  ho  made  the  endoise- 
tbis  manner  his  debt  to  the  company,  or  the  ment,  or  whether  in  fiu:t  he  has  made  it  at  all, 
company  to  him,  is  just  what  he  thinks  fit.—  are  matters  known  only  to  himself;  for  the 
In  a  single  article  he  has  varied  three  times,  bonds  must  be  in  his  possession,  and  are  no 
In  one  account  be  states  the  whole  to  be  his  where  by  him  stated  to  be  given  up  or  can- 
own  ;  in  another  he  claims  two-thirds ;  in  the  celled ;  which  is  a  thing  very  remarkable. 
la^t  he  gives  up  the  claim  of  the  two-thirds,  when  he  confesses  that  he  had  no  right  to  re- 
am! says  nothing  of  the  remaining  portion.  ceive  them. 

To  make  amends,  however,  for  the  sup-        These  bonds  make  but  a  part  of  the  ac- 

pression  of  this  third  bond,  given  with  the  two  countf  of  private  receipts  of  money  by  Mr. 

others  in  January,  1781,  and  antedated  to  the  Hastings,  formerly  paid  into  the  treasury  as 

beginning  of  October,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  the  his  own  property,  and  now  allowed  not  to  be 

abovo-mentioned  general  account,!  subjoined  so.   This  account  brings  into  view  other  ver}- 

to  his  letter  of  the  2f  d  May,  1782,  has  brought  remarkable  matters  of  a  simiUu-  nature  and 

to  the  company's  credit  a  new  bond.  description. 

This  bond  is  for  llfiOOl,  It  was  taken  In  the  public  records,|  a  sum  of  not  less 
from  the  company  (and  so  it  appears  <m  the  than  SS,87H.  is  set  to  his  credit  as  a  depotit 
treasury  accounts)  on  the  2dd  of  November,  for  his  private  account,  paid  in  by  him  into 
1730.  He  took  no. notice  of  this  when,  in  the  treasury  in  gold,  and  coined  at  the  corn- 
January  following,  he  called  upon  bis  own  pany^s  mint.  This  appears,  in  the  account 
council  for  the  three  others.  What  is  more  furnished  to  the  directors,  under  the  date  of 
«x?raordinary,  he  was  equally  silent  with  re-  May,  1782,§  not  to  be  iawfbliy  his  money,  and 
gard  to  it,  when,  only  six  days  af^er  its  date,  he  therelbre  transfers  it  to  the  C(»npany's 
he  wrote  ooaceming  the  subject  of  the  three  credit :  it  still  remains  as  a  deposit, 
other  bonds  to  the  court  of  directors:  yet 

*  Ylde  Mr.  Hastings's,  accoant  fai  appendix 

•  Appendix.  B.  Ne.  4.    The  gov.  £eneral*s  ac-  B.  No.  4. 
cotmtofmoneysrecelved,  dated  3!M  May,  1783.        fVjde  Mr.   Hasdncs's  account,   dated  XM 

f  Also  appendix  B.  No.  9.    The  auditor's  ac-  May,  1789,  In  appendix  B.  No.  4. 
ttnim  of  bonds  granted  to  the  gov.  general.  i  y  lde  above  appendix,  and  B.  Na  % 

tVide  appendix  B.  No.  4.  \  Tide  appendfk  B.  No.  4. 
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TlHi  tbe  booM  aaj  be  Apprised  ef  the  ii»-  ■teriag ;— a  Test  tarn  to  be  ee  okaiaed,  ■■! 
twe  of  this  article  of  deposit,  it  maj  not  be  ao  looeelj  aocoimttad  for  '.—If  the  meoey  taheo 
improper  to  state,  (hat  the  oompeay  receive  from  tbe  rajah  of  Beoaras  be  added  (as  it 
into  their  treasury  tbe  ceah  of  private  persona,  oiU|ht)  H  will  raise  tbe  shib  toupwardi  of  t]6,* 
pUced  there  as  in  a  baak.  On  this  no  iatei^  OOtt.  If  thell^eOM.boadmOcioberbeadd- 
est  is  paid,  and  the  party  deposit  lag  has  a  ad,  It  will  be  upwards  of  lt8,00QI.  reeeired  in 
right  to  receive  it  opoo  denaad.  Under  this  a  aacnt  manner  by  Mr.  Hasdnge,  la  abca* 
hnd  of  account,  no  public  money  is  ever  e»>  one  year  and  five  meaths.  To  aH  these  he 
tered.  Mr.  Hastings,  neither  at  making  the  adds  anothsr  sum  <^  «ne  hundred  tboasand 
deposit  as  bis  own,  nor  at  the  time  of  has  dis-  poonda,  received  ae  a  prcaeot  from  the  soubah 
closure  of  the  real  proprietor,  (which  he  anakea  of  Oude.  ToUl,  upwandi  of  tt8,<IOOf. 
to  be  the  company,)  has  givea  any  iafonna^  Your  eoownttee  find,  that  this  last  is  the 
tion  of  the  persons  from  whom  this  money  only  sum  the  giver  of  which  Mr.  Hasttnga 
had  been  received.  Mr.  SooU  waa  applied  baa  theaght  proper  to  deekre.  Itistobeob- 
to  by  your  committee,  but  could  not  give  any  aerved,  that  he  did  not  reoetve  this  100,0001. 
more  satisfaction  in  thb  particular  than  in  in  awneyy  bat  in  hilb  on  a  great  native  money 
(hose  relative  to  the  bonds.  dealer,  resident  a&  Benares,  and  who  has  also 

The  title  of  the  account  of  the  £U  May  an  faanaeat  Calcutu ;  he  ia called  GopAl  Ma. 
purports  not  only  that  thoee  aums  were  paid  The  nsfotiation  of  Ifaeae  billa  tended  to  make 
into  thecompany*streasuryby  Mr.  Hastings's  a  diaeovery  not  ao  difficult  aa  It  wouki  have 
order,  but  that  they  were  applied  to  (lie  cor»-  been  in  other  oases.  With  regard  to  the  ap- 
pany's  service.  No  service  is  specified,  di-  plication  of  this  last  aum  of  meoey,  which  la 
rectly  or  by  any  reference,  to  which  thia  great  aaid  to  be  carried  to  the  Durbar  dwrgea  of 
sum  of  money  has  been  applied.  April,  ITtt,  your  committee  are  not  enabled 

Two  extraordinary  articles  follow  this.  In  to  make  any  ohservatiens  en  it,  as  the  aoeoont 
the  May  account,*  amounting  to  about  of  that  period  has  not  yet  arrived. 
29,000i.  These  articles  are  called  receipta  Your  committee  have,  in  another  report, 
of  Durbar  charges.  The  general  head  for  remarked  fully  upoa  most  of  die  circumstani- 
Durbar  charges,  made  by  persons  in  office  oes  of  tliis  extraordinary  transaetian.  Hera 
when  analyzed  into  the  particulars,  contains  they  only  bring  ao  mncfa  of  these  circumetan- 
various  expenses,  including  bounties  and  pre-  oes  again  into  view  as  may  serve  to  throw 
Bontfl  made  by  government,  chiefly  in  the  for-  light  upon  the  trae  nature  of  the  sums  of  mo* 
eign  department :  but  in  the  last  account  he  ney  taken  by  British  subjects  in  power,  under 
confesses  that  this  sum  also  is  not  his,  but  the  the  name  of  prtaents;  and  to  show  how  far 
company's  property :  but,  as  in  all  the  rest,  they  are  entitled  to  that  description  hi  and 
BO  in  this,  he  carefully  conceals  the  means  by  aensa,  which  can  foirly  imply,  in  the  pretend- 
which  he  acquired  the  money,  the  time  of  his  ed  donors,  either  willingneoa  or  ability  to 
taking  it,  and  the  persons  from  whom  it  waa  give.  The  conditioa  of  theboont'tful  parties, 
taken.  This  is  the  more  extraordinary,  b»-  who  are  not  yet  discovered,  may  beconjectur- 
cause,  in  looking  over  the  journals  and  ledgera  ed  from  the  state  ef  those  who  have  been 
of  the  treasury,  the  presents  received  and  car-  made  known ;  as  for  aa  that  atato  any  where 
ried  to  the  account  of  the  company  (which  appears,  their  generosity  la  found  in  propor- 
were  generally  small  and  compliroontal)  were  tion,  not  to  the  opulence  they  possess,  or  to 
precisely  entered,  with  the  name  of  the  giver,  the  fovours  they  receive,  but  to  the  indigence 
Your  committoe,  on  turning  to  the  account  they  feel,  and  the  inaulm  they  are  exposed  to. 
of  Durbar  charges,  in  the  ledger  of  that  The  faanae  will  particuhurly  aUend  to  the 
month,  find  (he  sum,  as  staled  in  the  account  situation  of  the  principal  giver,  the  soufaah 
of  May  22d,  to  be  indeed  paid  in ;  but  there     of  Oude. 

is  no  specific  application  whatsoever  entered.  "  When  the  knife  (saya  he)  had  penetrat- 
The  account  of  the  whole  money  thus  clan-  ed  to  the  bona,  and  I  waa  surrouaded  with 
deetmely  received,  as  stated  on  the  SSd  of  heavy  distrsaaea,  that  I  could  no  longer  live 
May,  1782  (and  for  a  great  part  of  which,  in  axpeetationa,  I  wrote  yon  an  account  of 
Mr.  Hastings  to  that  time  took  credit  for,  and     my  diffieuhiea. 

for  the  rest  has  accounted  in  an  extraordinary  "  The  answer  which  I  have  received  to  it, 
manner  as  his  own)  amounts,  in  the  whole,  to  Is  aaoh,  that  it  has  given  me  inexpressible 
upsftada   of  niaety-thraa  thanaand  pounds     grief  and  affliction.    I  never  had  the  least 

idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the  oouneal, 
t  VIdeappsndix  B.  Tfe.  i.  that  you  would  ever  have  givan  your  mdan 


on  THE  AFFAIRflr  OF  DfDIA. 


Ml  to  ■ftrtif^  a  iMPMr,  m  whkh  jroo  rnemt  "whi^  hfon  ifaragm  wwHifi  mj  wj  liT*  <»  Ih* 

Mors  wrote,  antf  which  I  eonld  aoC  h«r«  Im^  Mrvieeafthe  Koftliih,  oMigiMrf  ^mt  I*  ifceinitf 

lined.    A*  I  am  reaolvwl  to  0btgf  your  oi^  tk»  rvmnrtu  kfi  is  my  estoKry,  alofpad  aif 

4ms,  and  directiew  of  Iho  eQunoil,  witboot  vary  hevMhold  esponoeOf  tofollier  wadi  tkis 

aaj  delay,  aa  Umg  aa  I  IWe,  I  hava,  agreoahly  jacharat  of  aiy  aanraats  and  dapeodaala,  to  dia 

lo  those  ordwa,  delivored  up  atf  a^  primUt  lamMf  af  98jW,S7i  rupees.    Besadaa  ihia, 

yyiri  to  hiai  (the  resident),  that  when  ha  astothsjaghirei  of  my  grandmother,  inothir» 

dttU  have  oKaminod  my  teceipta  'and  ezpoft'  and  oado,  which  were  granted  to  thsm  Sot 

aea,  Aa  stay  takt  wkatmm'  wmniat.    Aalknov  their  ■opport,  ngrsaafth  to  trngagtmimttf  ymm 

it  to  be  ray  doty  to  eatisfy  you,  the  eompany  are  the  maMen  ;  if  the  council  hare  seat  or^ 

aod  council,  I  have  not  fiiiled  lo  e^  ia  any  ders  for  the  itoppia^  their  jaghian 

■etanrie  ;  but  teqaeeted  of  him  that  it  aiight  them.    I  have  as  reaourees  left  ia  my 

hs  dooe  flo  at  act  to  dtfCrsft  m«  ia  ay  naes»  try,  and  have  no  frieadt  by  me,  beiag 

mn/  upmtt*  ;  there  being  no  oChtr  Ibnds  bat  diatreated  in  my  daily  eubsisleaea.    I  hMO 

thote  for  the  expenses  of  my  aMUaaddies,  some  elephaats,  horses,  and  the  bauaaawlaeh 

houeehold  expemes,  and  eerranti,  kc.    He  I  inhabit ;  if  they  can  be  of  ai^  Mrvioe  to  nf 

dameailBd  these  in  such  a  SMnner,  thai,  being  friends,  thsy  are  ready.    Whenever  yen  can 

nmmiiknt  I %vas  obliged  tocomply  with  what  JmBotei  say  reaoaroes,  aeise  open  them ;  I 

he  required.    He  has  accordingly  tttppmi  tkt  shall  aot  interfere  to  prevent  you.    In  any 

pmmom9  0f  my  M  ttrvanU  far  Uurt^  y^on^  present  distress  fer  my  daily  ezpensea,  I  waa 

idbtftcr  •epotfB,  mui9eddU»,  or  houaehM  Mr-  ia  hopes  thit  they  would  have  exouaed  sooes 

ts,  aik/efterxpcnjr*  of  aty/ami/y  SMJAife^  part  of  my  debt.    Of  what  use  is  it  far  bm  to 

togtthtr  wHk  th»  jaghirtM  •J  siy  ^raarf  relate  my  sitoalios,  which  ia  known  to  the 


ia<A<raM(aMa<t,aiidojraiy6ro<iWr«  wboU  world?    Thiv  mach  is suficient* 

mA  drfcfidana,  wAicft  iosre/or<A«tr  m^ppwi.  The  ^ulh  of  all  these  reprssentations  is  aa 

I  had  raised  1 ,300  horse,  and  three  battaUona  where  oontested  by  Mr.  Haatings,    It  ia  in- 

of  sepoys,  to  attend  nponme;  botes  I  have  deed  admitted  in  somethinf  strongar  tfata 

ao  resowces  to  support  them,  I  have  been  words ;  for,  upon  account  of  theaahob's  con- 


oUiged  to  remove  the  people  stationed  in  the  dition,  end  the  no  lesa  distresasd  ceadition  ef 

mahals,  [districts]  and  lo  send  his  people  [the  his  doivlnioBS,  he  thought  it  fit  to  withdraw 

raaident's  people]  iato  the  mahals ;  so  that  I  from  fcim  and  them  a  large  body  of  the  som^ 

have  aot  now  one  single  servant  about  mo.—  V^f^  «ro<>pa,  together  withall  the  English  of 

Should  I  mention  to  what  further  diflculties  a  civil  desenp tioa,  whs  were  found  no  lasa 


I  have  been  reduced,  it  would  lay  me  open  to  burtbeasome  thaa  the  military.     This  waa 

contempt."  ^""^  ^^  ^^  declared  inability  of  llw  country 

la  other  partsof  this  long  remoestaDce,  aa  any  knf^  to  support  them;  a  coaairy  net 

wdl  as  in  other  remonstrances  no  less  serious,  much    inferior    to    Englaad    in  extent  and 


he  says,"  that  it  b  difficult  for  him  to  save     fertility ;  and,  tiU  lately  at  least,  its  equal  in 
alive ;  that  in  all  his  aliairs  Mr.     papulatioo  and  oilture. 


BtmliMg$  had  given  Jutt  powtrt  t^  thtitttHf  It  was  to  a  prtnos,  in  a  state  ao  far  vsmola 

SIM  Asra,  (meaninf  the  Engiish  resident  and  from  freedom,  anthority,  and  opulence,  so 

assistants)  wha  haved^ne  tohatBinrthKy  Mess,  psaalrBled  with  the treatauot  he  hadreceived» 

sad  atiU  eaiUmm  tod^U,    I  never  expecled  and  the  behaviour  he  had  met  with  from  Mr. 

that  90U  would  have  brought  me  into  such  ap-  Hastings,  that  Mr.  Hastings  has  chosen  to  at- 

pfobeasion.  and  into  so  weak  a  state,  witheut  tribute  a  dispoaitioa  so  very  geaerous  aad  mu*- 

iwitai^tasM  on  aiiysNe  of  tftesssul»f  sals,  since  na6o6ntaa,  of  his  own  free  grace  and  mere  buh 

i  hive  aot  the  sandleat  connection  with  any  bo-  tion,  to  make  him  a  present,  at  one  donatSoa^of 

dy,  e«»pt  yonraalf.    I  am  in  aoch  distress,  upwards  of  1€0,60IM.  sterling.    This  vast  pr>- 

kolb  dav  aad  nigte,  that  I  see  not  the  smallest  vatadanatioa  was  given  at  the  moment  of  mat 


piespeot  of  dalivefanca  fsom  it  since  you  are    iaatant  demands,  aoversly  saaeted  on 

with  me  as  net  Is  htftumr  m$    of  the  company,  and  accuaralated  on  iannensa 


wA^dngU  Irtfcr."  debts  la  the  same  body ;  and  ail  taken  foom  a 

In  Mirthis  isaaiiniiiaiwa  hs  thns  niMiiasia    rviaad  priaos,  and  ahnost  dsaslated  ' 


Mr.  "  •  I  lav  had  Ihs  firmasaai  with 
*  The  a&aa  of  Aia  amrid  are  OBBlabla,  aD  paasibla  ease  and  apparaat  aneoncem,  lo 
mi  soaa  paaa  awny ;  it  vionld  thsssferehe  ii^  request  permission  from  the  directors  to  legal- 
enmbent  on  the  EnglxA  gentlemen  to  show  ize  this  forbidden  pressnt  for  his  oasL  aas.^- 
jsois  friendship  for  ma  ia  ny  naasNilist.    I,     This  he  has  had  the  ccange  tidav^at  &  1l«s 
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wImo  be  had  abaikknt  ntmoa  to  look  for,  what  Juaury,  1 78S,  thmks  fit  to  deeltre,  Ihtt  '*a» 

he  hu  since  reoeiyed,  their  ceomire  for  many  <^n9r  of  a  very  considerable  sum  of  money  wa« 

material  parts  of  his  conduct  towards  the  peo-  made  to  htm,  both  on  the  part  of  the  naboband 

pie  from  whose  wasted  substance  this  pretend-  hisministers,  as  ^preaent,  vohu^  he  hadaectjUed 

ed  free  gift  was  drawn.    He  does  not  pretend  wUhoutketitation."    The  plea  of  his  pretended 

that  he  has  reason  to  expect  the  smallest  de-  necessity  is  of  no  avail.     The  present  was  not 

gree  of  partiality,  in  this  or  any  other  point,  in  ready  money,  nor,  as  your  committee  coo- 

from  the  court  of  directors.    For,  besides  his  oeive,  applicable  to  his  immediate  necessities, 

complaint  first  stated,  of  having  never  possess-  Even  his  credit  was  not  bettered  by  bills  at 

ed  their  confidence,   in  a  late    letter*   (in  long  periods ;  he  does  not  pretend  that  he 

iriiich,  notwithstanding  the  censorcs  oi  par-  raised  any  money  upon  them ;  nor  is  it  con- 

liament,  he  magnifies  his  own  conduct)  he  ceiveable  that  a  banker  at  Benares  would  be 

says,  that  in  all  the  long  period  of  his  service  more  willing  to  honour   the  draughts  of  so 

"  he  has  almost  unremittedly  wanted  the  sup-  miserable,  undone,  and  dependant  a  person,  as 

port  which  ail  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed  the  nabob  of  Oude,  than  those  of  the  govem- 

fix>m  thoir  constituents.    From  mine  (says  our-general  of  Bengal ;  which  might  be  paid 

he)  I  have  received  noUung  but  reproack^  hard  either  on  the  receipt  of  the  Benares  revenue, 

epithets,  and  indtgniCtet,  instead  of  rewards  and  or  at  the  seat  of  his  power,  and  of  the  com- 

encouragement."    It  must  therefore  have  been  pany's  exchequer.    Besides,  it  is  not  explica- 

from  some  other  source  of  protection  than  that  ble  upon  any  grounds  that  can  be  avowed,  why 

which  the  law  had  placed  over  him,  that  he  the  nabob,  who  could  afibrd  to  give  these  bills 

looked  for  countenuice  and  reward  in  violating  as  a  present  to  Mr.  Hastings,  could  not  have 

an  act  <^  parliament,  which  forbade  him  from  equally  given  them  in  discharge  of  the  debt 

taking  gtfU  or  preeente  on  my  account  whateo-  which  he  owed  to  the  company.     It  u  indeed 

ever ;   much  less  a  gift  of  this  magnitude,  very  much  to  be  feared  that  the  people  of  India 

which  from  the  distress  of  the  giver,  must  be  find  it  sometimes  turn  more  to  their  account, 

supposed  the  efll\9ctof  the  most  cruel  extortion,  to  give  presents  to  the  English  in  authority, 

The  directors  did  wrong  in  their  orders    to  thui  to  pay  their  debts  to  the  public ;  and 

appropriate  money,  whidi  they  m>i«t  know  this  is  a  matter  of  a  very  serious  considera- 

could  not  have  been  acquired  by  the  consent  tion. 

of  the  pretended  donor,  to  their  own  use —        No  small  merit  is  made  by  Mr.  Hastings, 

They  acted  more  properly  in  refusing  to  con-  and  that  too  in  a  high  and  upbraiding  style, 

firm  this  grant  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  in  choos-  of  jjis  having  come  to  a  voluntary  discovery  of 

ing  rather  to  refer  him  to  the  law,  which  he  thift  and  other  unlawful  practices  of  the  same 

had  violated,  than  to  his  own  sense  of  what  kiM.    ««  That  honourable  court*  (says  Mr. 

he  thoughthe  was  entitled  to  take  from  the  na-  Hastings,  ^dressing  himself  to  his  masters, 

tives ;  putting  him  in  mind  that  the  regula-  in  his  leiier  of  December,  1782)  ought  to  know 

^    ting  act  had  expressly  declared,  "that  no  gov-  whether  I  possess  the  integrity  and  honour, 

cmour-general,  or  any  of  the  council,  shall,  which  are  the  first  requisites  of  such  a  station, 

directly  or  indirectly,  accept,  receive,  or  take,  If  I  wanted  these,  they  have  afforded -me  too 

of  or  from  any  person  or  persons,  or  on  any  powerful  incentives  to  suppress  the  informa- 

aeeount  whatsoever^  any  present,  gift,  donation,  tion  which  I  now  convey  to  them  through  you, 

gratoity,  or  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise ;  and  to  appropriate  to  my  own  use  the  sums 

or  any  promise  or  engagement  for  any  of  the  which  I  have  already  passed  to  their  credit 

aforesaid."    Here  is  no  reserve  for  the  case  of  by  their  unworthy y  and,  pardon  me  if  I  add 

a  disclosure  to  the  directors,  and  for  the  legal-  dangerous  r^/lectionSy  which  they  have  passed 

izing  the  breach  of  an  act  of  parliament  by  upon  me  for  the  first  communication  of  this 

their  subsequent  coi»ent.    The  illegality  at-  kind ;"  (and  he  immediately  adds,  what  is  sin- 

tached  to  the  action  at  its  very  commencement ;  gular  and  striking,  and  savours  of  a  rocimina- 

and  it  couki  never  be  afterwards  legalized;  the  tory  insinuation)  "  and  your  oion  experience 

directors  had  no  such  power  reserved  to  them,  will  suggest  to  you,  that  there  are  persons  who 

Words  cannot  be  devised  of  a  stronger  import,  would  profit  by  such  a  warning."    To  what 

or  studied  with  more  care.    To  these  words  directors  in  particular  this  imputation  of  ex- 

of  the  act  are  opposed  the  deelaratioD  and  con-  perience  is  applied,  and  what  other  persons 

duct  of  Mr.  Hastings  *,  who,  in  his  letter  of  they  are,  in  whom  experience  has  shown  a  dis- 

pocition  to  profit  of  such  a  warning,  is  a  mac* 

e  Vide  appendix  B.  Vo.  6. 

i  Vide  appendix  B.  Wo.  7.  *  yWe  Appendix,  B.  No.  8. 
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tar  UghlT  prop«r  to  be  inqaired  kto.    What  uidoppreMive  hands,  ofmooeyillegallj  taken 

Mr.  Hastings  sajs  further  oo  this  subject  is  but  thb  le^l  fiction  of  properly  cc.uld  not,  nor 

no  less  worthy  of  attention :— "  that  he  eouid  ought,  by  the  legislature  to  he  considered  m 
km)€  eonctaUd  theattrmaaetioHMf  if  he  had  a.  any  other  light  than  as  a  trust  held  by  them 

wrong  ntotivejfrom  thein  and  thepubUo  ^ye  for  those  who  suffered  the  injury.     Upon  any 

^reccr."'^   It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  whether  other  construction,  the  company  would  have  a 

the  observation  be  applicable  to  the  particular  right,  first,  to  extract  money  from  the  subjects 

case  or  not,  practices  of  this  corrupt  nature  or  dependants  of  this  kingdom,  committed  to 

are  extremely  dilBcult  of  detection  any  where,  their  care,  by  means  of  particular  conventions, 

*»«*  especially  in  India :  but  all  restraint  upon  or  by  taxes,  by  rente,  and  by  monopolies ;  and, 

tbst  grand  fundamental  abuse  of  presents  is  when  they  had  exhausted  every  contrivance  of* 

gone  forever,  if  the  servants  of  the  company  public  imposition,  then  they  were  to  be  at 

can  derive  safety  fi^m  a  defiance  of  the  law,  liberty  to  let  loose  upon  the  people  all  their 

when  they  can  no  longer  hope  to  screen  them-  servants,  from  the  highest  rank  to  the  lowest, 

selves  by  an  evasion  of  it.     All  hope  of  re-  to  prey  upon  them  at  pleasure,  and  to  draw, 

formation  is  at  an  end,  it,  confiding  in  the  by  personal  and  official  authority,  by  influence 

fbroe  of  a  facti(»  among  directors  or  proprio-  venality,  and  terror,  whatever  was  left  to  them ; 

tors  to  bear  them  out,  and  possibly  to  voce  —and  that  all  this  was  justified,  provided  the 

them  the  fruit  of  their  crimes  as  a  reward  of  product  was  paid  into  the  company^s  exdie- 

their  discovery,  they  find  that  their  bold  avow-  quer. 

al  of  their  offences  is  not  only  to  produce  in-  This  prohibition  and  permission  of  presents, 

demnity,  but  to  be  rated  for  merit.    If  once  with  this  declaration  of  property  in  the  com- 

a  presumption  is  admitted,    that  wherever  pany,  would  leave  no  property  to  any  man  in 

something  is  divulged  nothing  is  hid,  the  die-  India.     If,  however,  it  shouki  be  thought  that 

covering  of  one  offence  may  become  the  cer-  this  clause  in  the  act*  should  be  capable,  by 

tain  means  of  concealing  a  multitude  of  oth-  construction  and  retrospect,  of  so  legalizing 

ers.    The  contrivance  is  easy  and  trivial,  and  and  thus  appropriating  these  presents,  (which 

lies  open  to  the  meanest  proficient  in  this  kind  your  committse  conceive  impossible,)  it  is 

of  art :  it  will  not  only  become  an  effectual  absolutely  necessary  that  it  should  be  very 

cover  to  such  practices,  but  will  tend  infinite-  fully  explained. 

ly  to  increase  them.    In  that  case  sums  of  The  provision  in  the  act  was  made  in  fitvour 

money  will  be  taken  Ibr  the  purpose  of  dis-  of  the  natives.    If  such  construction  prevails, 

oovery,  and  making  merit  with  the  company :  the  provision  made  as  their  screen  from  op- 

and  other  sums  will  be  taken  for  the  private  pression  will  become  the  means  of  increasing 

advantage  of  the  receiver.  and  aggravating  it  without  bounds  and  beyond 

It  must  certainly  be  impossible  for  the  na-  remedy.  If  presents,  which,  when  they  are 
tives  to  know  what  presents  are  for  one  given  were  unlawful,  can  afterwards  be  legal- 
purpose,  or  what  for  the  other.  It  is  not  for  ized  by  an  application  of  them  to  the  oompa- 
a  GentA  or  a  Mahometan  land-holder,  at  the  ny's  Mrvice,  no  sufferer  can  even  resort  to  a 
foot  of  the  remotest  mountains  in  India,  who  remedial  process  at  law  for  his  own  relief- 
has  no  access  to  our  records,  and  knows  no-  The  moment  he  attempts  to  sue,  the  money 
thing  of  our  language,  to  distinguish  what  may  be  paid  into  the  company's  treasury ;  it 
lacks  of  rupees,  which  he  has  given,  eo  nomi^  is  then  lawihlly  taken,  and  the  party  is  non- 
iie,  as  a  present  to  a  company's  servant,  are  suited. 

to  be  authorized  by  his  masters  in  Leadenhall-  The  company  itself  must  suffer  extremely 

street  as  proper  and  legal,  or  carried  to  their  in  the  whole  order  and  regularity  of  their  pul^ 

public  account  at  their  pleasure ;  and  what  are  lie  accounts,  if  the  idea  upon  which  Mr. 

laid  up  for  his  own  emolument.  Hastings  justifies  the  taking  of  these  presents, 

The  legislature,  in  declaring  all  presents  to  receives  the  smallest  countenance.    On  his 

be  die  property  of  the  company,  could  not  principles,  the  sanoe  sum  may  become  private 

consider  corruption,  extortion,  and  fraud,  as  property  or  public,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  re- 

any  part  of  their  resources.    The  property  in  ceiver :  it  is  in  his  power,  Mr.Hastings  8ays,t 

such  presents  was  declared  to  be  theirs,  not  to  conceal  it  forever.    He  certainly  has  it  in 

as  a  fbnd  for  their  benefit,  but  in  order  to  found  his  power  not  only  to  keep  it  back,  and  bring 

a  legal  title  to  a  civil  suit.    It  was  decUu-ed  it  forward  at  his  own  times,  but  even  to  shift 

tfieirs,  to  facilitate  the  recovery,  out  of  corrupt 

e  Act  18  George  TIT.  cap.  96. 
f  Vide  Mr.  Hastings's  kner  of  10th  Dsesa^ 

•  Vide  appendiz  B.  ITo.  «.  ber,  1783,  In  appendix  B.  No.  e. 


is  REPORT  OF  A  COMMITTER 

ui  revtTM  (h0  relatiMi  Id  the  mcohoU  (m  tbem ; bat thdooodonoo  ofa  ■enliw  »!»< 

Mr.  HMtings  has  don«)  ia  what  mamMr  aad  portaHdy  be^,  and  wUch  taada  to  aoch  cs- 

proportioo  aeeina  good  to  biia,  and  to  imIto  pactatioot,  i»,  "  ifaaC  to  those  oanjeotaret  it 

MmscT  altenwioly  dabter  or  oroiitar  for  dia  wooid  be  oflitik  im  to  raply."— Th«  is  ail 

sane  stans.  be  sb|J0  to  piMie  wjecmio, 

or  this  imgdaril^  Mr.  Hastiags  bhaaolT        To  the  court  of  dboelors  he  is  fciy  litihr 

appears  in  some  degree  eensiblo.     He  eoo-  men  eomplaiaviti  and  aot  at  all  bmvo  saii»> 

come  it  poaaible  that  his  trsBsaotioiMi  of  thAi  iaetory ;  bo  otates  mmn\j  mm  a  soppooition 
•atnre  May,  to  the  court  of  directora,  aeom  un-  '  their  inqoirj  eoocernng  nsattors  of  whieh  bo 

saltsftoiory.    Ho,  bowofer,  pole  it  bypotboo  pesitiro^  \maw  dial  thej  bad  caHod  for  an  e^ 

tieaBy ; — '*  if  to  yoo^  (says  he)  who  a««  ac-  plamion.    Ho  know  It,  becaose  he  preeuned 

datoased  to  view  baoineas  in  an  q^Uskd  and  to  oeaaure  ihess  far  dtnag  so.     To  the  hypo- 

Hgular  Hgla,  tftcy  thatdd  appeir  awjjm^Awtet  thesis  ofafiirther  inquiry  ho  gives  a  oanfectiH 

if  IMC  MNpreper.**   He  jost  conceives  it  poes^-  ral  answer  ofeucfa  a  kiad,  as  probably,  in  an 


Ma,  that  in  an  offeial  niDoey  transaotioo  the    aeceant  of  a  doubtful  iraasaetaoa,  and  lo  «  a»* 
dboelon  nay  opeei  a  praooeding  ofBeial  and    P*rMVf  w  Mver  done  before. 


regular,     la  what  other  lights  than  thooa        ***  Wm*  jtm  hoaourabia  ooort  lo 

which  are  oAoial  and  ragidar,  mattait  of    ■■•  upon  thoee  poiala,  I  wmtld  answor,  that 


pwMic   aooooat  ooght  to  be    rsgarded   by  the  soom  were   taken  hr  the    oompany'a 

those  who  have  the  charffo  of  them,  eitiMr  benefit  at  ttaies  in  whieh  the  coaipaay  very 

in  fieqgal  or  in  England,  does  not  appear  nuch  stood  in  need  of  then ;  that  I  dlA^r 

your  cooumtteo.     Any   otfior   is   oer*  chooe  to  coaceai  the  first  receipts  fiwn 


Inhdy  "  vopreoedeated  and  improper ;"  aad  cwioaity  by  reoehring  bonds  for  the  amount, 

can  only  serve  to  cover  fraud  both  in  tJie  r»-  or  jmmbfy  oOed  wi^out  aay  tbtdM  dmg»t 

oeipt  and  in  the  eiponditure.    Tbe  aequiai>  which  my  msosory  couU  at  this  distance  of 

tioo  of  68,000  rapes,  or  near  9flfM.  which  time  ^nify,^ 

appears  in  the  sort  of  mi^^bia^  and  inegitiar  He  here  professes  not  to  be  certain  of  tlio 
tteeoma,  that  he  furnishes  of  his  preaenta,  in  motives  by  which  he  was  himself  actuated  in 
bio  letter  of  May,  1782,t  must  appear  eitra^  io  extraordinary  a  eonoealmeat,  and  ia  the 
ordinary  indeed  to  those  who  eipeet  from  men  ose  of  such  emordinary  means  to  effect  it : 
in  office  smnethiiig  official  and  something  re-  and,  as  if  the  acts  in  question  ware  those  of 
galar.  *<  This  sBm|  (says  he)  I  received  na  absolute  stranger,  aad  not  his  own,  he  give* 
while  I  wio  OB  my  jooney  to  Benares."  Ho  various  k>oee  conjectures  conceraing  the  mo* 
tells  it  widi  the  same  cardeaa  iadiffereaoe  as  Uvo  to  them.  Ho  even  supposes,  in  taking 
if  things  of  this  kind  wero  found  by  aoddem  presents  contrary  to  law,  and  in  taking  boada 
on  tlie  high  road.  iar  them  as  his  own,  comrary  to  what  he  ad- 
Mr.  Hastings  did  not,  indeed  he  could  not,  iMta  to  bo  truth  and  fact,  that  he  might  havw 
doubt,  that  this  unpreoedeatod  and  improper  9(Bi»d  without  any  distinct  motive  at  all,  or  at 
•oeount  wouhi  pnaduoe  nmob  discassioo.  Ho  l«ut  «ioh  at  his  memory  oould  reach  at  that 
^7*ii  "  why  these  sums  wars  taican  by  mo ;  diatanoa  of  tkne.  That  immense  distance,  ia 
wliy  dMy  wore  ^ocept  the  soeoml)  fais%  the  faintnoss  of  which  bis  recollection  is  so 
tranafenod  to  tlw  company's  account ;  why  oomplatelv  kiat  as  to  aet  him  gueasing  at  his 
bondr  wore  taken  for  the  first  and  act  for  the  nwtives  ror  his  own  conduct,  was  fram  the 
rest ;  might,  were  this  matter  to  be  etpooed  fiftoentb  of  January,  1781,  when  the  bonds  at 
to  the  riew  of  the  public,  /anuik  a  «wu^  9f  bis  own  request  were  given,  lo  the  date  of  this 
m^uhmw/*  iotter,  which  is  the  fSd  of  May,  1782 ;  that  ia 

This  matter  has  appeamd,  and  has  fianish*  to  My,  about  one  year  aad  four  months. 

«^  as  it  ouf^t  to  do,  something  more  serious  As  to  ihe  other  swns,  for  which  no  bond 

tbaa  oonjedares.    It  wouU  in  any  other  case  waa  taken,  tbe  ground  for  the  difference  in  bin 

be  auppoaad,  that  Mr.  Haatings,  oipecting  Mplanation  is  atill  more  ezimordmary :  ha 

Mcb  kiquiriea,  and  considermg  that  the  qoea-  says,  f*  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  cam  to 

Uons   are  (even    as    they  are  imperfeody  observe  the  aame  means,  with  tbe  red,^  The 

•laiM  by  himself)  fiu*  from  fnvolaim,  would  reat  of  theae  aunw,  which  were  not  worth  his 

la  gifo  some  informatisa  upot  care,  are  stated  in  his  acoount  to  be  greater 

than  those  he  was  so  solicilous  (for  some 


?  y)^  apfiendtz  B.  No.  e.  ooa,  which  he  cannot  jnaoM)  to  cover  under 

*  VWe  appendix  B.  No.  H  •       / 

JH*  •PP^^iJ'  5-  *«•  f  •  ▼!<*«  appendix  B.  No.  S. 
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dK  TJEfi  AFVABLB  09  XHDUu 


to  nnr  45,0001.  vioe,wHli»DUfblmlMi«cii?««uhip«r<»ni. 

Ike  oUmti  4lid  not   maob  vioead  Ar  hit  Money.    No  natiTv  oouM  (Trirhmit 

40.00W.    F«r  tlMM  aolMM,  •liMd«i  wMi  mnm  intarMtfld  riew)  giv«  to  the  sofwwMT. 

AtM  oKpiuwtiMt,  b»  wmamm  to ypeal  to  gwiwml «ri»t  ho  wonU  rafnw  to  dMOMapaay 

ikeir  (tin  diroetort^  trcuti  Ibf  a cudii  »  M«grHa,ar«f«Baa  aloaa.    ItiiplaB^tte 

iwiiK  tolMiii ;  MJ  ♦**  bo  MiiMiiii  t>o  fi^edoto  dMptwenoffovwnMMnmtfkiiotoovny 

tootU,  ikMhotkuriukinMironMdkw  oo*  or  oilwr,  bo  undentood  bj  tin  Mtivw  to  ho  « 

CMkMhcntitMtoit;'*  oHltlNn,Mif  holMd  aola.    TW  gofntmnt  ywol  lyt,  tfat  ht 

ywfaiBwd  MMto  loMlibW  ocpioit,  n  the  ao-  to«k  iko  nnney  wkli  on  orifiMl  doitHotMi 

eMaponywg  kttar  ho  fiioriM  in  tbt  iatogrity  to  the  porposos,  to  whjchi  ho  eeeerte,  he  hit 

efhitcoaduet;  ODd,ODtioipotiiif  Ui  triuBph  nnco  appliod  it.    BattfaieorifiDoldeetiaBlMi 

tad  the  ipplooee*  which,  ot  a  wn  in  hie  own  mind  only,  not  declmod,  nac 


Citore  time,  ho  eoene  ooefideni  ho  eholl  r^  by  han  pretonded  to  be  decbnd,  to  the  party 

OHvo,  eaye  he,  f'^iho  apphweo  of  my  own  who  gave  the  preaeate,  and  who  oouldpeieMvo 

kaeot  ie  toy  aareet  lowaid.    Tear  apptaoeo,  M«lnng  in  it  but  noney  paid  to  the  enpreie 

and  (he  applanae  of  my  oeaMary,  ii  my  aoat  magi  it  wale  for  hie  own  privalo  emohimenlw** 

wiebia  life.**   He  Aeolarea,  in  that  very  iottor,  AH  that  the  natiTea  could  poenbly  peicaivi 

that  ho  hod  not  alai^  fane  poeeeeeed  the  oo»-  in  each  a  traneaction,  bmmc  be  highly  diahe»- 

idiBBB  with  then,  which  they  never  wkhlield  oorahio  to  the  company's  gorenuaent ;  for 

feora  the meaaoet  of  hia  piudmaeema.    With  they  mnat  conoeiTe,  when  they  garo  BM»ey 

wiibes  oo  Bear  his  heart  perpotaaHy  diaap*  to  Mr.  Hastings,  that  thoy  bought  from  Mr. 

pointed,  and,  instead  of  applaweis,  (as  he  Haatinge  oiUivr  what  was  their  own  right, 

telle  ne)  neeiving nodungbiit  reproadwand  or  aeaaBthing  that  waa  not  eo;  or  Ant  they 

diigraoe(bl  opitheta,  his  steady  oontiiwaHea  redeemed  themeelvoe  from  aomo  acts  efriMiir 

tm  ao  many  years  ia  their  eerriee,  in  a  plane  iaflicted,  thrfateaed,  or  appiahnded.    If,  in 

dmoKioae  in  the  higbeet  degree  to  eaapickm  the  first  case,  Mr.  ""**"g*  taTo  them  the 

and  eenaure,  is  a  thSig  altogether  singular.  object,  (br  which  they  bargUMd,  his  act,  boi^* 

It  appears  very  nooeeeary  to  your  commit*  over  proper,  waa  corrupt ;  if  hedadnot,  it  waa 

toe  to  obearvo  upon  the  great  leading  princi*  both  corrupt  and  rraudulent:  if  the  money  waa 

plee  which  Mr.  Uaatinga  aaaomee,  to  justaiy  aitorted  by  ibrco  or  threats,  it  was  oppreaaivo 

the  n-regalar  taking  of  Iheeo  vast  auma  of  and  tyrannioal.    The  very  natoro  of  aueh 

money,  and  all  the  irregular  meaaa  bo  had  traoaactiona  has  a  tendency  to  teach  the  na» 

employed  to  eovor  the  greater  part  of  it. —  tivaa  to  paya  cermpt  oonrt  to  the  eerranta  of 

These  principles  are  the  mere  necessary  to  the  ocnapaoy ;  and  they  must  thereby  be  rea* 

be  inquired  iato,beoaoae,ifadnMtted,  they  will  derod  lees  willing,  or  leee  able,  or  perfaapa 

aerve  to  joetify  every  epeciea  of  improper  con*  both,  to  fulfil  their  engagementa  to  the  stato. 

dnet.    His  words  are,  X^*  that  the  aoaroea  Mr.  Scott's  evidence  aaaerts,  that  thoy  would 

from  wbich  tlieee  reliefr  to  the  public  aonrico  rather  give  to  Mr.  Hastings,  than  lend  to  the 

kave  oomo,  wonU  aover  have  yielded  them  to  oeopony.    It  is  very  probable ;  but  it  is  ado- 

tfae  company  pnUie^ ;  and  that  the  oiigencisa  monstratioa  of  their  opinioa  of  his  power  and 

of  their  eervioe  (exigencies  created  by  the  eorniptioa,  and  of  the  weak  and  preearioaa 

cxpoeition  of  their  affairs,  and  (ketton  in  their  atate  of  the  Goaapaay*s  avthority. 

divkfed  eooMsila)  required  tboee  auppliea.**  The  eecond  principle  aaaoined  by  Mr. 

As  to  the  first  ef  these  extraordiaary  peai-  Haatiaga  for  his  justification ;  namely,  that 

tioaa,  your  ooamiittee  cannot  conceive  what  foctioua  oppoeitian,aad  a  divided  government 

nM>tive  oouhl  aotaate  any  aative  of  ladia,  do-  might  create  exigencies  requiring  eapplies,  i« 

pendent  on  the  company,  in  assisting  them  full  aa  dangerous  aa  the  first ;  for  if,  la  the 

privately,  and  in  refining  to  assist  thsm  pnb-  divisions,  which  must  arise  in  all  counciki, 

Ikly.    If  the  tiansaction  was  lair  and  honest,  one  mendwr  of  government,  when  ho  tlAaka 

overy  mivo  BMist  have  been  deelrooaof  mak-  otkera  foetiooaly  diapoeed,  shall  ke  entitled 

lag  merit  with  the  great  govomkig  power.    If  to  take  money  privately  fi^om  tbs  sobjeel,  fiir 

ke  gave  hia  money  aa  a  fioo  gSl,  ho  might  the  purpoeea  of  his  politics,  and  thereby  to 

value  bimaolf  apoa  very  hoaooiaUe  and  very  dispense  with  aa  act  of  pariiamsat,  prateneea 

aeeaptablo  eervke;  if  he  lent  it  en  theoom-  for  that  end  cannot  be  wanting.    A  dispnto 

pany'a  bowla,  it  woaU  atitl  bava  baaa  ef  aer*  may  always  be  raiaod  in  council,  fai  oider  to 

oovsr  oppression  and  peenlatko  elsewhere.— 

Wide  appendix  B.  No.  t.  Bat  theee  prindploa  of  Mr.  Hastkigt  tend 

ITbf*  'P^'"'^  ^-  ^'^  airtkoly  todealroytbacfauaatoraadfrmMkMl 
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of  a  oooDciU  «xk1  to  vest  thmi  with  one  of  th*  in  1770.  Although  ia  a  state  approaobug 
dissentient  members.  The  law  has  placed  the  to  subjection,  stili  his  rank  and  cbaracter  wore 
sense  of  the  whole  in  the  majority ;  and  it  is  important.  Much  was  necessarily  to  depend 
not  a  thing  to  be  suffered,  that  any  of  the  upon  a  person,  who  was  to  preserve  the  rao« 
members  should  privately  raise  money  for  the  deration  of  a  sovereign,  not  supported  by  ia- 
avowed  purpose  of  defeating  that  sense,  or  for  trinsic  power ;  and  yet  to  maintain  the  dignity 
promoting  designs  that  are  contrary  to  it :  a  necessary  to  carry  on  the  representation  of 
more  alarming  assumption  of  power,  in  an  political  government,  as  well  as  the  substanoo 
individual  member  of  any  deliberative  or  eze-  of  the  whole  criminal  justice  of  a  great  ooua- 
cutive  body,  cannot  be  imagined.  Mr.  Hast*  try.  A  good  education,  conformably  to  the 
ings  had  no  right,  in  order  to  clear  himself  of  maxims  of  his  religion,  and  the  manners  of  his 
peculation,  to  criminate  the  majority  with  &o-  people,  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  fill 
tion.  No  member  of  any  body,  ouUvoted  on  that  delicate  place  with  reputation  either  to 
a  question,  has,  or  can  have  a  right  to  direct     the  Mahometan  government,  or  to  ours.    He 

any  part  of  his  public  ccmduct  by  that  princi-  had  still  to  manage  a  revenue  not  inoonsidera* 
pie.    The  members  of  the  council  had  a  com*     ble,  which  remamed  as  the  sole  resource  for 

mon  superioor,  to  whom  they  might  ^peal  in  the  languishing  dignity  of  persons  any  way 

their  mutual  charges  of  foctioo— 4hey  did  so  distinguished  in  rai^  among  Mussulmon,  who 

frequently ;  and  the  imputation  of  fiu:tion  has  were  all  attached  and  clung  to  him.    These 

almost  always  been  laid  on  Mr.  Hastings  him*  considerations  rendered  it  necessary  to  put  his 

self.  person  and  affairs  into  proper  hands.    They 

But  there  were  periods,  very  distinguished  ought  to  have  been  men,  who  were  able,  by 
periods  too,  in  tho  records  of  the  company,  in  the  gravity  of  their  rank  and  character,  to 
which  the  clandestine  taking  of  money  oonld  preserve  his  morals  from  the  contagion  of  low 
not  be  supported  even  by  this  pretence.    Mr.  nnd  vicious  company  \  men,  who,  by  their  in* 
Hastings  has  been  charged  with  various  acts  tegrity  and  firmness,  might  be  enabled  to  ro- 
of peculation,  perpetrated  at  a  time  he  could  nat,  in  some  degree  the  rapacity  of  Europe* 
not  excuse  hhnself  by  the  plea  <^  any  public  ans,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  remaining  fiag* 
purpose  to  be  carried  on,  or  of  any  faction  in  meats  <^  his  property  from  the  attempts  of 
council,  by  which  it  was  traversed.    It  may  the  natives  themselves,  who  must  be  under 
be  necessary  here  to  recall  to  the  recollection  strong  temptation  ef  taking  their  share  in  the 
of  the  house,  that  on  the  cjy  which  prevailed,  last  pillage  of  a  decaying  house, 
of  the  ill  practices  of  the  company's  servants        The  directors  were  fuliy  impressed  with  the 
in  India  (which  general  cry,  in  a  great  mea-  necessity  of  such  an  arrangemenL      Vour 
sure,  produced  the  regulating  act  of  1773)  the  committee  find,  that  on  the  26th  of  August, 
court  of  directors,  in  their  instructions  of  the  1771,  they  gave  instructions  to  the  president 
<9th  of  March,  1774,  gave  it  as  an  injunction  and  council  to  appoint  "  a  minister  to  trons- 
to  the  council-general,  that  "  they  immiUatefy  act  the  political  afiairs  of  the  circar  [the  gov* 
cause  the  atriete$t  inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  emment] ;  and  to  select  for  that  purpose  some 
oppressions,  which  may  have  heen  committed  person  well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  govern* 
either  against  natives  or  Europeans,  and  into  ment,  to  be  the  minister  of  the  government, 
aU  abuses  which  may  have  prevailed  in  the  tod  guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority." 
collection  of  the  revenues,  or  oi^  part  of  the        The  order  was  so  distinct  as  not  to  admit 
eUfU  government  of  the  presidency;  and  that  of  a  mistake ;  it  was  (for  its  matter)  provi- 
you  communicate  to  us  oU  mformadonj  which  dont  and  well  considered ;  and  the  trust,  which 
yeu  may  be  able  to  obtain  relative  thereto,  or  devolved  on  Mr.  Hastings,  was  of  such  a  na* 
any  embezzlement  or  dissipation  of  the  conn  ture  as  might  well  stimulate  a  man,  sensible 
pany's  money."  to  reputation,  to  fulfil  it  in  a  manner  agreeably 

In  this  inquiry,  by  fiu-  the  most  important  to  the  directions  he  had  received,  and  not  only 

abase,  which  appeared  on  any  of  the  above  above  just  cause  of  exception,  but  out  of  the 

beads,  was  that  which  was  charged  relative  to  reach  of  suspicion  and  malice.    In  that  situ* 

the  sale  in  gross,  by  Mr.  Hastings,  <^  nothing  ation,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  he  would  cast 

less  than  the  whole  authority  of  the  country  his  eyes  upon  men  of  the  firat  repute  and  ooo* 

government,  in  the  disposal  of  the  guardian*  sideration  among  the  MussulnMm  of  high  rank, 
ship  of  the  nabob  of  Bengal.  Mr.  Hastings  instisad  of  directing  his  eyes 

The  present  nabob,  Mobaroek  ul  Dowlah,  to  the  Durbar,  employed  his  researches  in  the 

was  a  minor  when  he  succeeded  to  the  title  seraglio.    In  the  inmost  recesses  of  that  place 

Mtd  office  of  subadar  of  the  three  {ffovinoea,  he  discovered  a  woman,  secluded  fi-om  the  hi- 
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UMottCM,  and  tbHt  up  finom.  the  ejM  of  men,  bob.  Whether,  haTuig  chosen  a  woman  in 
whom  he  feaad  to  oorreepoM  with  the  orders  defiance  of  the  company's  orders,  and  in  pass* 
he  had  reoeitred  from  the  directors,  as  a  per-  ing  by  the  natural  parent  of  the  minor  prince, 
son  well  "  qualified  for  the  afifairs  of  govern-  he  was  influenced  by  respect  for  the  disposi- 
ment,  fit  to  be  a  minister  of  government,  and  tion  made  by  the  deceased  nabob  during  his 
the  guardian  of  the  nabob's  minority."  This  life,  or  by  other  motives,  the  house  will  deter- 
woman  he  solemnly  invests  with  these  fane-  mine  upon  a  view  of  the  facts  whidi  fellow. 
tions ;  he  appoints  Rajah  Gourdas,  whom  It  will  be  matter  of  inquiry,  when  the  ques- 
some  time  after  he  himself  qualified  with  a  tion  is  stated  upon  the  appointment  of  a  step- 
description  of  a  young  man  of  mean  abilities,  mother,  in  exclusion  of  the  parent,  whether 
to  be  her  duan  or  steward  of  the  household,  the  usage  of  the  east  constantly  authorize- 
The  rest  of  the  arrangement  was  correspon-  the  continuance  of  that  same  distriDution  of 
dent  to  this  disposition  a£  the  principal  offi-  rank  and  power,  which  was  settled  in  ihe 
cers.  seraglio  during  the  life  of  a  deceased  prince,                             ^ 

It  seems  not  to  have  been  lawful  or  warrant-  .  and  which  was  found  so  settled  at  his  death,  ^ 
able  in  Mr.  Hastings  to  set  aside  the  arrange-  and  afterwards,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  mother 
ment  positively  prescribed  by  the  court  of  di-  of  the  suocessour.  In  case  of  female  guar- 
rectorSy  which  evidently  pointed  to  a  man,  not  dianship,  her  claim  seems  to  be  a  right  of  na- 
to  any  woman  whatever.  As  a  woman  con-  ture ;  and  which  nothing  but  a  very  clear  posi- 
finod  in  the  female  apartment,  the  lady  he  ap-  tive  law  will  (if  that  can)  authorize  the  de- 
pointed  could  not  bis  competent  to  hold,  or  pculure  from.  The  history  of  Munny  Begum 
qualified  to  exercise,  any  active  employment ;  is  stated  on  the  records  of  the  council-general 
the  stood  in  need  of  guardians  for  hiBrsetf,  and  and  no  attempt  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  con- 
hod  not  the  ability  or  the  guardianship  of  a  trovert  the  truth  of  it. 
person  circumstanced  as  the  soubah  was.—  That  was  charged  by  the  majority  of  coun- 
General  Glavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  cil  to  have  happened,  which  might  be  expeci- 
Mr.  Francis,  declare  in  their  minute,  "  that  ed  inevitably  to  happen ;  the  care  of  the  na- 
thej  believe  there  never  was  an  instance  in  bob's  education  was  grossly  neglected,  and  his 
India  of  such  a  trust  so  disposed  of."  Mr.  fortune  as  grossly  mismanaged  and  embezzled. 
Hastings  has  produced  no  precedent  in  answer  What  connexion  this  waste  and  embezzlement 
to  this  objection.  had  with  the  subsequent  events,  the  house  will 

It  will  be  proper  to  state  to  the  house  the  judge. 
sitoatioD  and  circumstances  of  the  women  On  the  Sd  of  May,  1775,  Mr.  Jameb  Grant, 
principally  coacemed,  who  were  in  the  se-  accountant  to  the  provincial  council  of  Moor- 
rsi|rlio  of  Jaffier  Ali  Khdn  at  his  death.  The  shedabad,  produced  to  the  governour-general 
fint  o^  these  was  called  Munny  Begum,  a  andcouncil  certain  Persian  papers,  which  stat- 
person  originally  born  of  pow  and  obscure  ed  nine  lacks  of  rupees  (upwards  of  ninety 
parents,  who  delivered  her  over  tp  the  con-  thousand  pounds  sterling)  received  by  Munnv 
doctress  of  a  company  of  dancing  girls ;  in  Begum,  on  her  appointment  to  the  manage- 
whidi  profession  being  called  to  exhibit  at  a  ment  of  the  Nabob's  household,  over  ami 
festivali  the  late  nabob  took  a  liking  to  her,  above  the  balance  due  at  that  time,  and  not  ■ 
and  after  somecohabitation,  she  obtained  sncfa  accounted  for  by  her.  These  Grant  had  re- 
influence  over  him,  that  he  took  her  for  one  oeived  from  Nuned  Roy,  who  had  been  a  wri- 
of  his  wives,  (and  she  seems  to  have  been  the  ter  in  the  begum's  treasury  oflico.  Both  Mr« 
iavourite)  put  her  at  the  head  of  his  haram ;  Grant  and  Nuned  Roy  were  called  before  the 
and  having  a  son  by  her,  this  son  succeeded  board,  and  examined  respecting  the  authenti- 
to  his  authority  and  estate ;  Munny  Begum,  city  of  the  papers.  Among  other  circumstan- 
the  BBOthar,  beuig  by  his  will  a  devisee  of  con-  cea  tending  to  establish  the  credit  of  these  pa- 
sidarable  sums  of  money,  and  other  eflfects,  on  pers,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Grant  ofl^cred  to 
which  ho  left  a  charge,  which  has  since  been  make  oath,  that  the  chief  eunuch  of  the  begum 
applied  to  the  service  of  the  East-India  Com-  had  come  to  him,  on  purpose  to  prevail  on  him 
pany.  The  son  of  this  lady  dying,  and  a  son  not  to  send  the  papers ;  and  hod  declared,  fAa/ 
by  another  wife  succeeding,  and  dying  also,  the  oecountM  icere  not  to  be  disputed, 
the  present  nabob,  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah,  eon  On  the  9th  of  May  it  was  resolved  by  a  ma- 
by  a  third  wife,  succeeded.  This  woman  was  jority  of  the  board,  against  the  opinion  and 
then  alive,  and  in  the  seraglio.  solemn  protest  of  the  govemour-gcneral,  tha 

It  was  Munny  Begum,  that  Mr.  Hastings  a  gentleman  should  be  sent  up  to  the  city  d 

chose,  and  not  the  natural  mother  of  the  nar  Moorshedabad,  to  demand  of  Munny  Begun 

£ 
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tke  accounts  of  tba  nizanui  and  hoosebobl  be  should  ask  Iht  mMk  or  iht  hegmm  Am 

from  April,  1764|  to  the  latest  period  to  which  rsosoiu  for  dtUftmm^  Hm  seporais  aoesiml. 

thcj  could  be  closedf  and  to  divest  the  begum  The  substance  of  the  govecnoor^  prspoaal 

of  the  office  of  guardian  to  the  nabob ;  and  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Charles  Goring^ was  appointed  for  this  Mr.  Goring's  answer  ta  this  requiaitisn  sf 

purpose.  the  board  is  as  fellows : 

The  preceding  (acts  are  stated  to  the  house,  "  In  oonplisnoe  with  four  orders,  la  espkia 

not  as  the  fbumblion  oT  an  iw|uiry  into  the  the  delivery  of  the  paper  centaiotng  an  aceoual 

conduct  of  the  begum,  but  as  they  lead  to,  and  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  I  asa  to  inform  yo« 

are  therefore  necessary  to  explain  by  what  it  took  its  rise  firom  a  message  ssnt  bm  by  she 

means  a  discevery  was  made  of  a  sum  of  mo-  begum,  requesting  I  would  intersst  myself 

ney  given  by  her  to  Mr.  Hastings.  wteh  the  nabob,  to  have  Akkar  Ally  Kh&n 

Mr.  Goring's  first  letter  from  the  city,  dat-  released  to  her  for  a  few  hours,  having  some- 
ed  17th  May,  1775,  mentions,  among  other  thing  of  importance  to  communicate  to  me,  on 
particulars,  the  young  nabob*s  joy  at  being,  whi^  she  wished  to  consult  him.  Thinking 
delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  Mnnny  Begum;  the  serrioe  night  be  benefitted  by  k,  I  aoooi^ 
the  mean  and  indigent  state  of  confinement  in  diagly  desired  the  nabob  would  be  pleased  te 
which  he  was  kept  by  her ;  the  distress  of  his  deliver  him  to  my  charge,  engaging  to  return 
mother ;  and  that  he  had  told  Mr.  Goring,  him  the  sanw  m^t ;  which  I  did. — ^I  heard 
that  the  "  begum's  eunuch  had  instructed  the  no  more  till  next  (by,  wbsn  the  begum  request- 
servants  not  to  suffer  him  to  leanvany  thing  ed  to  see  his  excellency  and  myaelf,  desiring 
by  which  he  might  make  himself  acquainted  Akbar  Ally  mi^t  attend, 
with  business :"  and  he  adds,  "Indeed  I  b»-  **  On  our  first  meeting,  she  entered  into  a 
lievo  there  is  great  truth  in  it,  as  his  exoellen*  long  detail  of  her  administration,  endeavour- 
cy  seems  to  be  ignorant  of  almost  every  thing  ing  to  represent  it  in  the  felreat  li^t ;  at  last 
a  man  of  his  rank  ought  to  know ;  not  from  she  came  to  the  point,  and  told  me,  my  urgent 
«  want  of  understanding,  but  of  being  pn^>er-  and  repeated  reuMMistranoas  to  ber  to  be  ii^ 
ly  educated."  formed  how  the  balance  arose,  of  vrtncb  I  was 

On  the  2lst  of  May,  Mr.  Goring  tranamiu  to  inquire^  induced  her  from  meaAory  to  say 

ted  to  the  goveniour-goneral  and  council  an  what  she  had  herself  given ;  then  mentioning 

account  of  sums  given  by  tJie  begum,  under  the  sum  of  a  lack  and  a  half  to  die  govomour, 

Iter  seal,  delivered  to  Mr.  Goring  by  the  na-  to  feast  him  whilst  be  staid  there ;  and  a  lack 

bob,  in  her  aparUneats.     The  account  is  as  and  a  half  to  Mr.  Middleton,  by  die  hands  of 

follows :  Baboo  Begum.    As  I  looked  on  this  no  more 

than  a  matter  of  ooavenatlon,  I  arose  to  de- 

M^MOR  ANDUM  of  disbursemcsUs  to  £•-  part,  but  was  detained  by  the  begum's  requeat- 

plish  gentlemen,  ft-om  the  nabob's  sircar,  in  ing  the  nabob  to  come  to  her ;  a  aoene  of  weep- 

the  Bengal  year  1170.  ing  and  complaint  then  began,  which  made 


Swkl  ef  Mm 07  fi«. 
gam.  matlivr  «r  th« 
nabob  NodjurulDow* 


me  Still  mere  impatient  to  be  gone;  and  I  re- 
peatedly sent  to  his  eacellency  for  that  pur- 
pose; he  at  last  came  out,  and  ddivered  me 
a  paper  I  sent  yoa,  declaring  itwaa  given 
him  by  the  begum  to  be  delivered  mo." 
To  ihe  govemour,  Mr.  Hastings,  for  Munny  Begum  alsowroto  a  letter  to  GsMrai 

an  entertainment        -        -  1,60,000    Claveringinwhichshedireetlvassertstfaesaae. 

To  Mr.  Middleton,  on  account  of  an  «  Mr.  Gtiring  has  pressed  me  om  the  sub- 

^eement  entered  into  by  Baboo  ject  of  the  balances;  in  answer  to  which  1 

oegam  -  -       -        1,60,000    infi>nttedfaim,thataHthepailicnlaFsbeiiigea 

— — ■     record,  would,  in  the  oonne  of  the  inquity. 

Rupees  3,00,000    appear  fi'om  the  papers.    He  accordingly  re- 

'""-**—    ceived  from  tlie  nabob  Mobareek  ul  Dowiah  a 

^^  list  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  gtren  to  the  gavo 

When  this  paper  was  delivered,  the  gov-     eraour  and  Mr.  Middkstm.    I  now  send  yon 

ernour-general   moved,    that   Mr.    Goring     ondoaed  a  list  of  the  dates  when  it  was  pf«. 

might  be  asked.  Haw  he  eame  2y  i(7  and,  on    aented  and  through  whose  means,  which  yon 

whataceowUthupartudeOeetionviaimttdtbjf    will  receive." 

him  y  Also,  that  the  begum  should  be  desired        The  goveraour^gener^l  then  desired  tfastt  «i« 
to  esplotn  <fts  sum  2aui  lo  Ait  e&arft ;  and  that    felbwh^questions  mightbepropoied to  thobo- 
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gy  by  BJr.MartiitthettfuiJt  «t  th>  Dm- 


Uu  Wm  anj  apptioation  nadB  to  7M  for 
.«  aocouBt,  whkb  joa  have  deUvaradlf  cf 
JbrM  fanks  «f  rupoMf  mii  to  ksve  Wea  paU 
to  th»  goTwaour  aad  Mr.  Middfetoa,  ordad 
yoa  4eSv«r  Um  aoeooBl  of  yoorawafraewtU, 
aad  oiwolieitod? 

Sd.  la  wint  awnor  waa  tba  appUaation 
aMdatojoa;  aadkjfrhoai? 

Sd.  Oa  what  aoaoaat  was  Iha  niia  of  oaa 
and  a  batf  iaaka  givMi  to  tba  gaynnowr-yae* 
ral, whiob  jraa  hara  laid  toliii  aeoouat  1  Waa 
it  iaeoaaoqaaaca  of  any  raqoMitioa  frotofaimi 
ar  of  any  prarioiw  ayawawat,  or  of  aaj  aa* 

TIm  got waottf-gonoral  abjoetod  tUtcttglf  to 
Mr.  Ganag'a  baiag  proMat  wbea  tboquoitMBo 
wara  put  to  tbo  bo^ani ;  batitwaaiaaiatodon 
bjr  tka  aajority,  aad  it  was  raoolTad  aooonlt- 
iagly,  that  ba  ongbt  to  ba  proMaiC.  The  laa- 
Mw  oa  botk  aidas  will  bMt  appoar  by  il« 
copy  of  iba  debate,  inaorted  ia  the  appeadix. 

Tbi  begum's  aaawer  to  the  pracediag  qaea* 
tioBs,  addnaesad  to  the  gorefBour^geaeral  aad 
•oaacil,  where  it  touched  the  tubstanoe,  was 
as  follows : 

^  The  ease  k  this :  Mr.  Goriiig»  on  bb  ar- 
rifsl  here,  SMSsd  ott  At  pap$n,  and  tumnd 
tktm  under  his  sea/;  aad  all  tht  mmtmiilim 
fdcrbs  or  ooeeaataafs]  aiUnd§d  him^  and  «ik 
ftmntd  »9  kirn  mil  th^  partieulart  of  tktm.^ 
hlr.  Goring  iaqiarad  of  me  coacoming  the 
arrears  due  to  tbe  sepoys,  Ibc  obsenrtag  that 
the  nizannit  aad  hhela  money  {nabob's  allow- 
•aee]  was  received  from  the  corapaay ;  from 
whence  then  could  the  balance  arise?  I 
Bade  answer,  that  the  sum  was  not  adeqaate 
to  the  ezpeosas.  Mr.  Oarmg  tfaaa  asked, 
wHui  are  Ihoae  eipeases  which  eioeed  the  sam 
neeived  from  the  company?  I  replied,  aff 
the  pardadan  will  6s  fomnd  in  thept^pen,-^ 
Tbe  affair  of  the  three  lacks  of  rupees,  en  ao- 
eouni  of  enUrtainment  for  the  gocemour  and 
Mr,  Middteionf  has  been,  I  am  told,  related 
to  you  by  Rajah  Gourdam;  besides  which, 
there  ara  many  other  expenses,  which  will  ap- 
pear from  the  papers.  As  the  custom  of  e»- 
tertaiament  is  of  long  standing,  and  aooordia^ 
l>  erery  gorernour  St  Calcutto,  who  came  to 
Moorshedabad,  received  a  daily  sam  of  two 
tii«Mitnii|J  rupees  tor  entertainment,  which  was 
ia  bet  instead  of  prorisions ;  and  the  lack 
and  aa  half  of  rupees,  hud  to  Mr.  MiddleCon'a 
cnarge,  was  apretmi  on  aocmmt  ^f  an 
sasal  snisraef  tnio  Ay  C*e  BAew  Jsfwah  I 
fr  m  alBjied  my  seal  tothe  acoaaat,  aad  fcrwaid- 
odUto  Mr.  Garingby  means  of  the  mlhab.'* 


In  this  aaawsr,  the  adoooats  gitaa  to  Mr. 
Goring  she  assertt  to  be  gemnne.  They 
aiplaiaed,  bn  all  the  partkulars,  by  all  the 
ntarieB  and  clerha  in  office.  Thsy  are  sa- 
aarad  malar  Mr.  Oariag'sseaL  Tothemabe 
refers  lor  OTarythiag;  to  them  shereAnibr 
the  three  laokaof  rnpaes  given  to  Mr.  Hast- 
mgsaadMr.Middletoa.  It  is  impeasible  to 
waahhM»  together  a  clearer  body  of  proof,  coa^ 
poaed  of  reeerd  of  eAoa  and  verbal 
mutually  si^portii^  aad  iUasMtiBg 
other. 

Tbe  hausa  will  obscrrs,  that  the  rsoeipto  of 
the  BMBey  is  indireclly  admitted  by  one  ef 
the  gawaeur^  own  qasatieas  to  Mnmiy  Ba» 


If  the  aaaney  waa  aol  reeeivad,  it  would 
have  been  ahsasd  to  ask,  •»  wftat  aomaai  d 
fsas  t^ioml  Both  the  questioa  ami  theaaswor 
relate  to  some  established  umge,  the  appeal 
to  which  migfat  poasibly  be  used  to  justify  the 
acaeptaaoe  dT  the  aioaey,  if  it  waa  acoaptad ; 
but  would  be  sopeifluous,  aadao  way  apf^ica* 
Uo  to  the  ohargo,  if  the  meaey  was  aevor 
given. 

On  this  pomt,  your  cooanittae  will  only 
add,  that  in  all  the  coatmveny  bolween  Mr. 
Hastings  aad  the  majority  of  die  council,  he 
no  ochao  dsttMS  lAs  rooApi  ^f  dm  tnangjf.--' 
In  his  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  of  tbe 
SI  St  of  July,  1775,  he  says,  that  the  begum 
was  compelled,  by  the  ill  treatsMnt  of  one  of 
her  servants,  which  he  calls  a  Jpeeief  «^  lor* 
fare,  to  deliver  the  paper  to  Mr.  Goring :  but 
be  Bo  where  affirms,  tliat  the  conteofts  of  tl^a 
paper  urere  &lse. 

On  this  cowliirtf,  the  majori^ 
"  We  cenfem  it  appears  very  ext 
that  Mr.  Hastiags  should  employ  so  amcb 
time  and  labour  to  show  that  tlie  discoveries 
against  him  have  been  obtained  by  improper 
means,  but  that  he  should  take  no  step  what* 
soever  to  hnaUdaio  Mr  tmA  ^f  ikm.  Ha 
does  not  deay  the  receipt  of  the  money ;  the 
begum's  answers  to  the  queetions,  put  to  her 
at  his  own  desire,  make  it  impossible  that  he 
should  deny  it  It  seems,  he  has  formed  soma 
plaa  ofdefeace  agaiast  this  and  similar  charges, 
whkh  he  thinki  will  avail  him  in  the  court  of 
justice,  aad  which  it  would  be  imprudent  ia 
faim  to  anticipato  at  this  time.  If  he  has 
not  received  the  ntooey,  we  see  no  reaaoa 
for  such  a  gaarded  aad  cautious  aaethad 
of  proceediag.  An  iaaocent  aua  weald 
tahe  a  shoiter  aad  easier  ooorsa.  Ha 
would  volmilarily  aaculpata  hiawalf  by  hm 
oath.** 

Yaur  csawniwas  eatottaia  doubts 
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the  reAiaml  to  exculpate  by  oath  can  be  asod  he  should  assuredly  represent  it."  Here  the 
as  a  circumstance  to  infer  any  presumption  of  payments  to  Mr.  Hastings  are  fully  admittodj 
guilt.  But  where  the  charge  is  direct,  sped-  and  excused  as  agreeable  to  usage,  and  for 
fie,  circumstantial,  supported  by  papers  and  keeping  a  table.  The  present  to  Mr.  Middle- 
verbal  testimony,  made  before  his  lawful  supe-  ton  is  justified  as  a  free  gift.  The  paper  pn^ 
riottfs,  to  whom  he  was  accountable,  by  per-  duced  by  Mr.  Scott  is  not  referred  to  by  your 
sons  competent  to  charge ;  if  innocent,  be  was  committee  as  of  any  weight,  but  to  show  that 
obliged  at  least  to  oppose  to  it  a  clear  and  for-  it  does  not  prove  what  it  is  produced  to  prove. 
mal  denial  of  the  fiict,  and  to  make  a  demand  Your  c<Mnmittee,  on  reading  the  paper  de- 
fer inquiry.  But  if  ho  does  not  deny  the  &ct,  livered  in  by  Mr.  Scott  as  a  translation, 
and  eludes  inquiry,  just  presumptions  will  be  perceive  it  to  be  written  in  a  style  which  they 
raised  against  him.  conceived  was  little  to  be  expected  in  a  &ith- 

Your  committee,  willing  to  go  to  the  bottom  fill  translation  from  a  Persian  original,  being 

of  a  mode  of  corruption,  deep  and  dangerous  fiill  of  quaint  terms  and  idiomatic  phrases, 

in  the  act  and  the  example,  being  infomed  that  which  strongly  bespeak  English  habits  in  the 

Mr.  Goring  was  in  London,  resolved  to  ex-  way  of  thinking,  and  of  English  peculiarities 

amine  him  upon  the  subject.    Mr.  Goring  and  affectations  in  the  expression.     Struck 

not  only  agreed  with  all  the  foregoing  particu-  with  these  strong  internal  marks  of  a  snspi- 

lars,  but  oven  produced  to  your  committee,  cious  piece,  they  turned  to  the  Persian  manu* 

what  he  declared  to  be  the  original  Persian  script  produced  by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Baber, 

papers  in  his  hands,  delivered  from  behind  the  and  comparing  it  with  Mr.  Goring's  papers, 

curtain,  through  the  nabob  himself;  who,  hav-  they  found  the  latter  carefiilly  snled  upon 

ing  privilege  as  a  son-in-law,  to  enter  the  wo-  every  leaf,  as  they  believe  is  the  practice  uni* 

m<m's  apartment,  received  them  from  Munny  versal  in  all  authentic  pieces.     They  found  on 

Begum,  as  authentic ;    the  woman  all  the  the  former  no  seal  or  signature  whatsoever, 

while  lamenting  the  loss  of  her  power  with  either  at  the  top  or  bott<Nn  of  the  scroll.     This 

many  tears,  and  much  vociferation.    She  ap-  circumstance  of  a  want  of  signature  not  only 

pears  to  have  been  induced  to  make  discovery  takes  away  all  authority  from  the  piece  as  evi- 

of  the  above  practices,  in  order  to  clear  her-  donee,  but  strongly  confirmed  the  suspicions 

self  <^  the  notorious  embezzlement  of  the  na-  entertained  by  your  committee,  on  reading  the 

bob's  effects.  translation  of  unwarrantable  practices  in  the 

Your  committee  examining  Mr.  Scott  and  whole  conduct  of  this  business,  even  if  the 

Mr.  Baber  on  this  subject,  they  also  produced  translation  should  be  found  substantially  to 

a  Persian  paper,  which  Mr.  Baber  said  he  re-  agree  with  the  original,  such  an  original  as  it 

ceived  fitMn  the  hands  of  a  servant  of  Mimny  is.     The  Persian  roll  is  in  the  custody  of  the 

Begum ;  and  along  with  it  a  paper,  purport-  clerk  of  your  committee  for  further  ezamina- 

ing  to  bo  a  translation  into  English  of  the  tion. 

Persian  original.    In  the  paper  given  as  the  Mr.  Baber  and  Mr.  Scott,  being  examined 

translation,  Munny  Begum  is  made  to  allege  on  these  material  defects  in  the  authonticalness 

many  matters  of  hardship  and  cruelty  against  of  a  paper,  produced  by  them  as  authentic, 

Mr.  Goring,  and  an  attempt  to  compel  her  to  could  give  no  sort  of  account  how  it  happened 

make  out  a  false  account ;  but  does  not  at  all  to  be  without  a  signature ;  nor  did  Mr.  Ba- 

deny  the  giving  the  money->very  fiu-  fi*om  it.  her  explain  how  he  came  to  accept,  and  use  it 

She  is  made  to  assert,  indeed  **  that  Mr.  Gor^  on  that  condition. 

ing  desired  her  to  put  down  three  lacks  of  ru-  On  the  whole,  your  committee  conceive, 

pees,  as  divided  between  Mr.  Hastings  fcnd  Mr.  that  all  the  parts  of  the  transaction,  as  they 

Middleton.    I  begged  to  be  excused;  observing  appear  in  the  company's  records,  are  consi»> 

to  him,  that  this  money  had  neither  been  ten-  tent,  and  mutually  throw  light  on  each  other, 

dered  or  aeeepted  with  any  criminal  or  impro-  The  court  of  directors  order  the  president 

per  view."    After  some  lively  expressions  in  and. council  to  appoint  a  minister  to  transact 

the  European  manner,  she  says,  "  thai  it  had  tho  political  affairs  of  the  government,  and  to 

been  customary  to  furnish  a  tid>le  for  the  gov-  select,  for  that  purpose,  some  persoc  well- 

emour  and  his  attendants,  during  their  stay  at  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  government,  and  to 

court.     With  respect  to  the  sum  mentioned  be  the  mimsCer  a/tA«  fOMmmeii/.   Mr.  Hast- 

to  Mr.  Middleton,  it  was  afrw  gift  firom  my  ings  selects  for  the  minister,  so  describul,  and 

oiwn  ffivy  p«rrc.  Pwrburtm  replied,  he  under-  so  qualified ,  a  woman  locked  up  in  a  seraglio, 

stood  this  money  to  be  paid  to  these  gentlemen,  He  is  ordered  to  appoint  a  guaidian  to  tho 

a*  a  gratuity  for  sserel  ssruMss ;  and  as  such  nabob's  minority.    Mr.  Hastings  passes  by 


ON  TBE  AFFAIRS  OF  INDIA.  95 

h»  natarml  parent,  uid  appoints  another  wo-  law,  to  be  instituted  in  the  supreme  court  of 

man.     These  acts  would,  of  themselves,  have  judicature  in  Bengal." 

been  liable  to  suspicion  ;  but  a  great  deficiency  Your  committee  do  not  find  that  the  core- 

or  embexzlement  soon  appears  in  this  woman's  nants  have  been  sent,  or  that  any  prosecution 

account.     To  exculpate  herself,  she  voluntar  has  been  begun. 

rily  declares,  that  she  gave  a  considerable  sum  A  vast  scene  of  further  pecalation  and  cor- 

to  Mr.  Hastings  :-~who  never  once  denies  the  mption,  as  well  in  this  business  as  in  several 

reoeipt.     The  account  given  by  the  principal  other  instances,  appears  in  the  evidence  of  the 

living  witness  of  the  transaction,  in  his  evi-  Rajah  Nundcomar.     That  evidence,  and  all 

dence,  is  perfectly  coherent  and  consistent  the  proceedings  relating  to  it,  are  entered  in 

with  the  recorded  part.  The  original  accounts,  the  appendix.    It  was  Uie  last  evidence  of  the 

alleged  to  be  delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  kind.     The  informant  was  hanged.    An  at- 

were  produced  by  him,  properly  sealed  and  tempt  was  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  indict 

authenticated.   Nothing  is  opposed  to  all  this,  him  for  a  conspiracy  :  this  failing  of  effect, 

but  a  paper  without  signature,  and  tlierefore  another  prosecutor  appeared  for  an  oflTencc 

of  no  authority,  attended  with  a  translation  of  not  connected  with  these  charges.     Nundco- 

a  very  extraordinary  appearance ;  and  this  mar,  the  object  of  that  charge,  wu  executed 

paper,  in  apologizing  for  it,  confirms  the  fact  at  the  very  crisis  of  the  inquiry  for  an  offence 

beyond  a  doubt.  of  another  nature,  not  capital  by  the  laws  of 

Finally,  your  committee  examined  the  prin-  the  country.  As  long  as  it  appeared  safe, 
eipal  living  witness  of  the  transaction,  and  several  charges  were  made  (which  are  insert- 
find  his  evidence  consistent  with  the  record,  ed  at  large  in  the  appendix ;)  and  Mr.  Hast- 
Toar  committee  received  the  original  accounts  tngs  and  Mr.  Harwell  seemed  apprehensive 
all^pod  to  be  delivered  by  the  lady  in  question,  of  many  more.  General  Clavering,  Colonel 
properly  sealed  and  authenticated ;  and  find  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis  declared,  in  a  mi- 
opposed  to  them,  nothing  but  a  paper  without  nute  entered  on  the  consultations  of  the  5th 
a  signature,  and  therefore  of  no  authority,  at-  May,  1775,  that,  "  in  the  late  proceedings  of 
lenbd  with  a  translation  of  a  very  extraordi-  the  revenue  board,  it  will  appear  that  there  is 
aary  appearance.  no  species  of  peculaiion,  from  which  the  hon- 

In  Europe,  the  directors  ordered  opinions  ourable  govemonr-general  has  rSou^t  proper 

to  be  taken  on  a  prosecution ;  they  received  to  abstain."    A  charge  of  offences  of  so  hei- 

<Mio  doubtful,  and  three  positively  for  it.  nous  a  nature,  so  very  extensive,  so  very  de- 

They  write,  in  their  letter  of  5th  February,  liberate,  made  on  record  by  persons  of  great 

1777,  pan^raph  SS  and  33 :  '^  Although  it  is  weiglit,  appointed  by  act  of  parliament — his 

rather  our  wish  to  prevent  evils  in  future  than  associates  in  the  highest  trust ;  a  charge  made 

to  enter  into  a  severe  retrospection  of  the  past,  at  his  own  board,  to  his  own  face,  and  trans- 

and,  where  facts  are  doubtfUI,  or  attended  with  mitted  to  their  common  superiours,  to  whom 

alleviating  circumstances,  to  proceed  with  len-  they  were  jointly  and  severally  accountable ; 

ity,  rather  than  to  prosecute  with  rigour ;  yet  — this  was  not  a  thing  to  be  passed  over  by 

some  of  the  cases  are  so  flagrantly  corrupt,  Mr.  Hastings ;  still  less  ought  it  to  have  per- 

and  others  attended  with  circumstances  so  ished  in  otiwr  hands.    It  ought  to  have  been 

oppressive  to  the  inhabitants,  that  it  would  be  brought  to  an  immediate  and  strict  discussion, 

imjost  to  suffer  the  delinquents  to  go  unpun-  General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr. 

ished.    The  principal  facts  have  been  commu-  Francis,  ought  to  have  been  punished  for  a 

mealed  to  our  solicitor,*  whose  report,  con-  groundless  accusation,  if  such  it  had  been:«- 

firmed  by  our  standing  council,  we  send  you  If  the  accusation  were  founded,  Mr.  Hastings 

bf  the  prefient  conveyance ;  authorizing  you,  was  very  unfit  for  the  high  office  of  govemonr- 

tt  the  same  time,  to  take  such  steps  as  shall  general,  or  for  any  office, 

appear  proper  to  be  pursued.        .  After  this  comprehensive  account  by  bis 

*'  If  we  find  it  necessary,  we  shall  return  colleagues,  of  the  govemour-generars  ooo- 

you  the  original  covenants  <^  sudi  of  our  ser-  duct,  these  gentlemen  proceeded  to  the  partieo- 

vants  as  remain  in  India,  and  have  been  any-  lars,  and  they  produced  the  case  of  a  corrupt 

irise  oooeemed  in  the  undue  receipt  of  money,  bargain  of  Mr.  Hastings's  coneeming  the  dis- 

in  order  to  enable  you  to  recover  the  same  for  position  of  office.    This  transaction  is  here 

the  use  of  the  company  by  a  suit  or  suite  at  stated  by  ymn  oommtttee  in  a  very  concise 

^  .  manner,  being  on  this  occasion  merely  inten(t 

♦  Relative  to  »•»;  <^"«»  ^barges  of  *•  ""nj  ed  to  point  out  to  the  house  the  absolute  ne- 

ol  Bttrdvnin,  and  the  charges  of  Ifandeomar  ««    .J;      u.  l    &.  ,t^:,  ^w.i^   «.:.*.   a,. 

«ttl  Manny  Begi'Di.  oessity,  which,  m  their  opmion,  enato,  ftr 
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MMfher  sort  of  inquiry  into  tii»  oomipCioM  of  caa  be  redreat^d,  and  the  oowpuny  lAformod 

men  in  power  in  India,  thaa  hitherto  hae  been  of  the  conduct  of  their  •crvanis." 
pirtued.    The  prooeediDgB  nay  be  &und  at        To  these  eentinifents  Colonel  Moneon  and 

large  ia  the  appendix.  Mr.  Francis  adhered.    Mr.  Hastings  thought 

A  complaint  was  madtf  that  Mr.  HaalingB  k  more  safe,  on  principles  similar  to  thooa 

had  sold  the  office  of  phouzedar  of  Hughly  to  assumed  bj  Mr.  Barwell,  to  refuse  to  hear  the 

a  peraoa  called  Kh&a  Johaa  KbAa  on  a  cor-  charge ;  but  he  reserved  his  remarks  on  this 

rapt  agreement;  irtiieh  was,  that  fW>m  his  transaction,  because  they  will  be  eqallyappli- 

amoltnnents  of  72,000  rupees  a  year,  he  waa  cable  to  tnanjf  otkera,  which,  in  the  cTuru  ^ 

to  pay  to  the  govemour-general  36,000  rupees  Hum  ^Mtnest,  ore  Uktiy  to  6«  hrmight  before  the 

annually ;  and  to  Imb  banyan,  CantO  BabA,  koard.    There  appeared  therefore  to  him,  a 

4,000  more.    The  oooapiainant  offers  to  pay  probability  that  the  charge  about  ilie  corrapi 

to  the  company  the  40,000  rupees,  which  were  bargain  was  no  more  than  the  commencement 

corruptly  paid  to  these  gentlemen,  and  to  con-  of  a  whole  cIsjbs  of  such  aecusations ;  since 

tent  himself  with  the  allowance  of  33,000.  fas  was  of  opinion  (and  what  is  very  extra- 

Mr.  Hastings  waa,  £f  oa  any  oocauon  of  his  ordinary,  previous  to  any  exanunation)  that 

It/e,  adi>ngly  called  upon  to  bring  this  matter  the  same  remarks  would  be  applicable  to  seve- 

to  die  more  distinct  issue ;  and  Mr.  Barwell,  ral  of  those  which  were  to  follow.    He  must 

who  supported  his  administration,  and  as  such  suppose  this  class  of  charges  very  uniform,  as 

eu^t  to  have  been  tender  for  his  honour,  was  well  as  very  extensive, 
bound  to  help  him  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it,         The  majority,  however,  pressed  their  point ; 

if  his  enemies  should  be  ungenerous  enough  to  and,  notwithstanding  his  opposition  to  all  in- 

couatenaikce  such  an  accusation,  without  per-  quiry,  as  he  was  supported  only  by  Mr.  Ba^ 

mitting  it  to  be  detected  and  exposed.    But  well,  the  question  for  it  was  carried.   He  was 

the  course  they  held  was  directly  contrary,  then  desired  to  name  a  day  (or  the  appearance 

Th^  began  by  an  objection  to  receive  the  of  the  accuser,  and  the  institution  of  the  inqui- 

complaint,  in  which  they  obstinately  perse-  ry.     Though  baf&ed  in  his  attempt  to  stop 

vereid,  as  flu-  as  their  power  went.    Mr.  Bar-  the  inquiry  in  the  first  stage,  Mr.  Hastings 

well  was  of  opinion,^ that  the  company^s  in-  made  a  second  stand ;  he  seems  here  to  have 

structions  to  inquire  into  peculaticm  were  recollected  something  inherent  in  his  owa  o& 

intended  for  the  public  interests ;  that  it  could  fice,  that  put  the  matter  more  in  his  own  power 

not  f(Mrward  the  public  interests  to  enter  into  than  at  ftrst  he  had  imagined ;  for  he  speaks 

these  inquiries ;  and  that  "  he  never  would  in  a  positive  and  commsinding  t<M}e ,  "  I  will 

be  a  channel  of  aspersing  any  character,  while  not  (says  his  minute)   name  a  day  ibr  Mir 

it  cannot  conduce  to  the  good  of  government.*'  Zin  ul  ab  Dien  to  appear  before  the  hoard ; 

— ^Here  was  a  new  mode  of  reasoning  found  ncr  will  I  sifter  him  to  appear  before  the 

out  by  Mr.  Harwell,  whi^  mi|^  subject  all  hoard/*  * 

inquiry  into  peculation  to  the  discretion  of  the        The  question  for  the  inquiry  had  been  car^- 

▼ery  persons  charged  with  it.    By  that  rea^  ried.    It  was  declared  fit  to  mquire ;  but  there 

soning,  all  orders  of  his  superiours  were  at  his  was,  according  to  him,  a  power  which  mighl 

mercy  *,  and  he  actnatly  undertook  to  set  aside  prevent  the  appearance  of  witnesses.    On  the 

those  commands,  which,  by  an  eocpress  act  of  general  policy  of  obstructing  such  inquiries, 

parliament  he  was  bound  to  obey,  on  bis  opia*  Mr.  Francis,  on  a  motion  to  thai  effect,  anads 

ion  of  what  would,  or  would  not,  conduce  to  a  sound  remark,  which  cannot  fail  of  giving 

the  good  of  government.    On  his  principles,  rise  to  very  serious  thoughts ;  "  that,  suppoa- 

he  either  totally  annihilatos  the  authority  of  ingit  a^^eed  among  ourselves,  that  the  beard 

the  act  of  parliament,  or  he  entertains  so  ex*  shall  not  hear  any  charges  or  complainU 

travagant  a  supposition,  as  that  the  court  of  a  member  of  it,  a  case  or  cases  may  hereafter 

directors  possessed  a  more  idMolnte  autho-  happen,  in  jvhichf  by  a  reciprocal  complaiaanoe 

rity,  when  their  orders  were  not  inlMided  tat  to  each  other,  our  respective  misconduct  may 

the  public  good,  then  when  they  were.  be  eflectually  screened  from  inquiry  :  and  the 

General  Clavering  waa  of  a  diffbrent  opia-  company,  whose  interest  is  concerned,  or  the 

ion :  he  thought,  "  ho  sboold  be  wanting  to  partiea,  who  may  have  reason  to  eooaplain  of 

tiie  legislature,  and  ta  the  cooft  of  directors,  any  one  member  individually,  may  b«  lal 

if  ho  was  not  to  receive  the  ooai|^iiilB  of  the  witiieut  remedy." 

tohabitants,  when  properly  antbenticatod,  and        Mr.  Harwell  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  that 

t»  prefer  them  to  the  board  for  invwrtigation,  gentleman,  nor  of  the  maker  of  the  motioDi 

10  the  oaty  means  by  which  tfataa  grieraiiGes  General  Clavering,  nor  oi  Mr.  Monsoa*  who 
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it.    He  wtarlaiM  featmiMitt^  wkk  redioB  of  (h*  tkmn^  lad  evwi  mmow  ttreof 

ragard  to  tho  orders  of  Uw  directon  in  tbii  eaough  ntl  only  lo  jnstify,  bul  to  require  Um 

pvriciilar,  peribcUy  oorrMpoodent  wiih  thoM  direGliDn  kitiMtljr  lo  hdima  Sm  (he  removsl 

which  he  had  gvnn  acainft  the  original  in*  of  •  goveraouv^eoral.    The  qppoattioii  ef 

quiff.     He  says,  '*  tfaoii)[;h  it  may  in  sosm  Mr.  HMtings  and  Mr.  BarweU  proved  as  ifr> 

Utile  degree  aave   the  foveraour-geoerai  from  effectual  in  this  stage  as  the  formar ;  and  a 

parsooal    insult — where  there  is  no  judicial  day  wae  named  hy  the  mugority  itt  lb)  attend- 

power  lodged,  that  of  ioquisition  cao  nerer  aaee  of  ibe  party. 

aoBwer  any  good  purpose."  This  is  doctrine  The  day  (bftowing  this  deiihemfina,  ea  the 
of  a  moat  extraordinary  nature  and  tendency  ;  aassmbltng  of  the  council,  the  goyernour-gBUi 
and,  as  your  committee  conceive,  contrary  to  ral,  Mr.  HastingSt  said,  "  He  would  not  sil 
every  sound  principle  to  be  oboerred  in  the  to  be  eonfrpmed  by  such  accusers,  aor  to  g^0ki 
ooDStitution  of  judicatures  and  iaquiattions.  a  judicial  laiiuiry  into  bis  conduct  althe  board, 
The  power  of  inquisition  ought  rallier  to  be  of  tvhioh  ho  is  JieprosidenL"  As  on  tlie  for> 
wholly  separated  from  the  judicial,  the  former  ner  orraetrwis,  ho  declares  the  board  dissolved 
being  a  previous  step  lo  the  latter,  which  r^  As  on  the  former  occatfiooa,  the  majority  did 
qaires  other  rules  and  methods ;  and  ought  not  admit  his  daim  to  this  power,  they  pio- 
oot,  if  possible,  to  be  lodged  in  the  same  hands,  ceeded,  in  his  idisenee,  to  examine  the  aocnsor 
The  rest  of  his  minute  (contained  in  the  a|^  and  wiiasoscs.  Their  proceedings  are  in  ap- 
pendix) is  filled  with  a  censure  on  the  native  pendix  K. 

inhabitants ;  with  reflections  on  the  ilUooas^        It  is  very  remarkable,  that  during  this  traa^ 

fMnces  which  would  arise  from  an  attention  action  Kh4n  Jehao  KhAn,  the  par^,  with 

to  their  oompiainia  ;  and  with  an  assertion  ot  whom  the  corrupt  agreement  was  made,  de- 

the  authority  of  the  suprome  court,  as  snper-  dined  aa  attendance  under  excuses,  which  the 

sediag  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  such  in*  majority  thooght  pretences  for  delay,  thoogh 

qairies  in  council.    With  regard  to  his  pria>  they  used  no  compulsory  methods  towards  Us 

dples  foialive  to  the  natives  and  their  coa^  appearance;  at  length,  however,  he  did  appear, 

plaints,  if  they  are  admitted,  they  are  of  a  and  then  a  step  was  taken  by  Mr.  Htftiags 

tendency    to  cot  off  the   very   principle  ef  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,  after  the  steps 

redress.     The  existence  of  the  supreme  court,  which  he  had  taken  before,  and  the  declara- 

as  a  means  of  relief  to  the  natives  under  all  tions  with  which  those  steps  had  been  accon^ 

oppressions,  is  heki  out  to  qualify  a  refusal  to  panied.    Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  absolntdy 

Bear  in  the  council.    On  the  same  pretence,  refused  to  be  present  in  the  ibregoiog  part  of 

Mr.  Hastings  holds  up  the  authority  of  the  same  the  proceeding,  appeared  with  Khan  Jehan 

tribunal.     But   this  and    other  proceedings  Khdn.    And  now  die  affair  took  another  turn ; 

show  abundantly  of  what  efficacy  that  eooit  other  obstiactions  were  raised.    General  Cb- 

has  been  for  the  rdief  of  the  unhappy  people  veriog  said,  that  the  informations  hitherto  ta- 

of  Bengal.    A  person  in  delegated  authority  ken  bad  proceeded  upon  oath.     KhAn  Jehan 

refuses  a  satitfaction  to  his  superiours,  throes  Khiia    had   previously  declared    to  Genera 

ag  himself  on  a  court  of  justne,  and  supper  Glavoring  his  readiness  to  be  so  examined ; 

sea  that  nothing,  but  what  judicially  appears  hut,  whim  ealied  upon  by  the  board,  he  changed 

■griast  him,  is  a  fit  subject  of  inquiry.    But  his  mind,  and  alleged  a  delicacy,  relative  to 

evea  in  thn  Mr.  Hastings  fails  in  his  appfr  his  rank,  with  regard  to  the  oath.    In  this 

cation  of  his  principle ;  for  the  majority  oflhe  scruple   he   was  strongly  supported  hy   Mr. 

oouncA  were  undoubtedly  competent  to  order  Hastings.    He  and  Mr.  Harwell  went  further ; 

a  pcesecutioa   against  him   in  the    supreme  they  contended,  that  the  council  had  no  right 

eonrt,  which  they  had  no  ground  for  without  to  administer  an  oath.    Xhey  must  have  been 

a  pteviotts  inquiry.      But  their  inquiry  had  very  dear  in  that  opinion,  vdien  they  resisted 

otbsr  objects.      Ko  private  aocnser  mij^  the  examination  on  oath  ef  ihe  very  peieoB, 

dMiose  to  appear.    The  party,  who  waa  the  who,  ff  he  oeukl  safely  swear  to  Mr.  Hastings^s 

sabject  of  the  pecdatioo,  might  be  (as  here  innocence,  owed  it  as  a  debt  to  his  patron  not 

is  stated)  the  aooompliee  in  it.    No  popular  to  refuse  it «  and  of  the  payment  of  this  debt 

action,  or  popoUr  suit,  vras  provided  by  the  it  was  extraordinary  in  the  patron  not  only 

charter,  under  whoes  authori^  the  court  was  le  enforce  but  to  support   the  absolnte  f^ 

iastiiuted.    In  any  event,  a  sail  mt^  fail  in  fiisaU 

eoort  for  tba  paaidhnient  of  an  actor  m        Aldwogh  the  anfority  dad  not  aeqoissoa  in 

'brwaatef  the  atrietest  legal  prao^  this  dootriao,  they  appsamd  to  have  doubts  af 

■Hgbi  70*  fbrnah  matter  for  the  csiPk  thapsodswaof  enforcing  it  by  viokac 
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bnt,  eoiMtratng  hit  refoMl  into  a  dispotiUon  to  romained  in  an  unpleasaot  situation.  Bat  he 
•creen  the  peculatioos  of  the  goreniour-genc-  bore  hit  mitfiirtUDe,  it  teems,  patiently,  with 
n\f  thej  treated  him  9a  guihy  of  a  oooteoipt  a  confidence  in  their  juttice  for  his  future  re- 
ef their  board,  dismited  him  from  the  tervice,  lief.  He  tays,  *<  whatever  evil  may  fiU  the 
and  rscoouneoded  another  (not  the  accuser)  long  inUrvalf  which  may  precede  it?'— That 
to  hit  office.  interval  he  has  talcen  care  to  make  long  enough ; 

The  reatoot  on  both  aidet  appear  in  the  ap-  for  near  eight  years  are  now  elapsed,  and  he 

pendix.    Mr.  Hattingi  accuses  them  bitterly  has  not  yet  taken  the  smallest  step  towards 

of  injustice  to  himself  in  considering  the  re-  giving  to  the  court  of  directort  any  eiplanap 

fiisal  of  this  person   to  swear  as  a  charge  tion  whatever;  much  loss  that  full  and  liberal 

proved.    How  far  they  did  so,  and  under  what  explanation,  which  he  bad  so  repeatedly  and 

qualiBcations,  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  solemnly  promised. 

papers  in  the  appendix.    But  Mr.  Hastings         It  is  to  be  observed,  that  though  Mr.  Has* 

"  thanks  Grod  that  they  are  not  his  judges."  tings  talks  in  these  letters  much  d*  his  integri 

His  great  hold,  and  not  without  reason,  is  the  ty,  and  of  the  purity  of  hit  motives,  and  of 

supreme  court ;  and  he  **  blesses  the  wisdom  full  explanations,  he  no  where  denies  the  fact 

of  parliament,  that  constituted  a  court  of  ju-  of  this  corrupt  traffic  of  office.    Tliough  he 

dicature  at  so  seasonable  a  time,  to  check  the  had  adjourned  his  defence  with  so  much  pain 

d?sf>otl9m  of  the  new  council."   It  was  thought  to  himself,  to  so  very  long  a  day,  he  was  not 

in  England,  that  the  court  had  other  objects  so  inattentive  to  the  case  of  KhflnJehanKhdn, 

than  the  protection  of  the  govemour-general  as  he  has  shown  himself  to  his  own.    He  had 

against  the   examinations  of  those   sent  out  been  accused  of  corruptly  reserving  to  himself 

with  inttructiont  to  inquire  into  the  pecula^-  a  part  of  the  emoluments  of  thit  roan't  office: 

tions  of  men  in  power.     Though  Mr.  Hat-  it  was  a  delicate  buainess  to  handle,  whilst  hu 

tings  did  at  that  time,  and  avowedly  did,  every  defence  stood  adjourned  ;  yet,  in  a  very  short 

thing  '  to  prevent  any  inquiry  that  was  in-  time  aAer  a  majority  came  into  his  hands,  he 

ttituted   merely  for  the   information  of  the  turned  out  the  person  appointed  by  General 

court  of  directors,  yet  he  did  not  feel  himself  Clavering,   &c.  and  replaced  the  very  man 

thoroughly  satisfied  with  his  own  proceed-  with  whom  he  stood  accused  of  the  corrupt 

ings.  bar^in ;  what  was  worse,  he  had  been  charged 

It  was  evident,  that  to  them,  his  and  Mr.  with  originally  turning  out  another,  to  make 

BanvelPs  reasonings  would  not  appear  vwy  room  for  this  man.    The  whole  is  put  in  strong 

respectful  or  satisfactory  ;  he  therefore  promi-  terms  by  the  then  majority  of  the   council ; 

ses  to  give  them  full  satisfaction,  at  some  fu-  where,  after  charging  him  with  every  species 

lure  time.    In  his  letter  of  the  14lh  of  Sep-  of  peculation,  they  add,  "  we  believe,  the 

leniber,  1775,  he  reiterutes  a  former  dedara-  proob  of  his  appropriating  four  parts  in  seven 

tion,  and  assures  them  of  his  resolution  to  this  of  the  salary,  with  which  the  oompanv  h 

purpose  in  the  strongest  terms.    I  now  again  charged  for  the  phousdar  of  Hughley,  are  kich 

recur  to  the  declaration  which  I  have  before  as,  whether  sufficient  or  not  to  convict  him  in 

made,  that  it  is  my  fixed  determination  to  carry  a  court  injustice,  will  not  leave  the  shado\» 

UteraBjf  into   tarccufion,  ttnd  most  fvtUf  and  of  a  doubt  concerning  his  guilt  in  the  mind  of 

liberaUy   txpldn   every  dreumtianee  of  my  any  unprejudiced  person. — The  salary  is  72,- 

conduct  on  the  points  t^on  wkush  I  have  been  000  rupees  a  year :  the  governour  takes  M,- 

injuriously  arraigned ;  and  to  afford  you  the  000,  and  allows  Cantoo  Baboo  four  thousand 

clf-arett  conviction  of  my  own  integrity,  and  more  tar  the  trouble  he  submits  to  in  conduct- 

of  the  propriety  of  my  motives  for  my  dedin-  ing  the  negotiation  with  the  phousdar.    This 

ing  a  present  defence  of  it."  also  it  the  common  subject  of  conversation 

These  motives,  as  far  as  they  tan  be  dis-  and  derision  through  the  whole  settlement. — 

covered,  where  the  violence  of  his  adversaries,  It  is  our  6rm  opinion  and  belief  that  thephoua- 

the  interested  character  and  views  <^  the  ac-  dar  of  Hughley,  a  relation  of  Maboraed  Rcza 

cuter,  and  the  danger  of  a  prosecution  in  the  Cawn,  was  turned  out  of  (bis  office,  merely 

supreme  court,  which  made  it  prudent  to  r^  because  his  terms  %vere  not  so  favourable  ns 

8«rve  his  defence.    These  arguments  are  ap-  those  which  the  honourable  govemour-general 

piicable   to  any  charge.      Notwithstanding  has  obtained  firom  the  praaeot  {^ousdar. 
tliese  reasons,  it  it  plain  by  the  above  letter,  *'   The  honourable  govenioiuvgeneral    is 

tl:at  he  thought  himself  bound,  at  some  time  pleased  to  assert,  witli  a  confidential  spirit  pe* 

or  other,  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  masters :  culiar  to  himself,  that  his  measures  hitheito 

till  he  ahottkl  do  this,  in  bis  own  opmion,  he  stand  unimpeachei^,  except  by  us.    We  know 
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aot  bow  this  uiertion  ia  to  be  made  good,  no*  wm  ianocaiit.    Defcf  e  he  couH  MMiMiii  taw 

Jem  th$  Mod  daring  and  ftagrma  pntHiutun  oouncils  end  dieeolTO  them,  be  bed  time  fullT 

m  every  branch  be  deemed  an  honour  to  hie  to  eooeider  what  would  be  the  reeolt  of  waca 

administration."  conduct,  to  eanmnee  every  bo^,  ^yond  a 

The  whole  style  and  tenour  of  these  aocu-  doubt,  of  ku  oamadouo  guilt.** 
saticns,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  them,  render^        It  was  a  matter  but  of  small  consolation  to 

ed  Mr.  Hastings^s  first  postponing,  and  ader-  Mr.  Hastings,  during  the  painAil  iatcrral  lie 

wards  totally  declining  all  denial,  or  even  de-  describes,  to  find  that  the  company's  learned 

fence  or  explanation,  ver^  extraordinary.    No  ooun^l  admitted  that  he  bad  legal  powers,  of 

goTemour  ought  to  hear  in  silence  such  diar-  which  be  made  an  use,  that  raieed  an  uniTor- 

ges;  and  no  court  of  directors  ought  to  haTS  stl  presumption  of  his  guilt, 
dept  upon  them.  Other  counsel  did  not  think  so  &TOUfably  of 

The  court  of  directors  were  not  wholly  in-  the  powers  themseWes.    But  this  matter  was 

attentive  to  this  business.    They  condemned  of  less  ooosequenoe,  because  a  great  difference 

his  act  as  it  deserved,  and  they  went  into  the  of  opinion  may  arise  concerning  the  extent  of 

business  of  his  legal  right  to  dissolve  the  oflicial  powers,  even  among  men  proleasiona]- 

coondl.     Their  opinions  seemed  against  it,  ly  educated,  (as  in  this  case  such  a  difference 

and  they  gave  precise  orders  against  fhe  use  did  arise)  and  well-intentioned  men  Aay  take 

of  any  such  power  in  future.    On  consulting  either  part.  But  the  use  that  was  made  <i  it,  in 

Mr.  Sayer,  the  company's  counsel,  he  was  <^  systematical  contradiction  to  the  company's 

a  different  opinion  with  regard  to  the  legal  ofders,  has  been  stated  in  the  ninth  report,  as 

right ;  but  be  thought,  very  properly,  that  tho  well  as  in  many  others  made  by  two  of  your 

use  of  a  right,  and  the  manner  and  purposes  committees. 
for  which  it  was  used,  ought  not  to  have  been 

separated.    What  he  thought  on  this  occasion        *i^*  AB  ihe  Appendixes,  origmaOy  firitiU 

^>pears  in  his  (pinion,  transmitted  by  the  ed  intA  thd foregoing  ReparU,  and  idUdk  co»- 

ooort  of  directors  to  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  siif,  eU^,  of  qflnal  doeumente,  umdd  kaue 

council-general ;  "  but  it  was  as  great  a  crime  ewellod  Mo  eofcnne  to  an  enormoue  eiUf  it  ko$ 

to  dissolve  the  council  upon  baee  and  einieter  been  thought  proper  to  osul  them,  with  the  ev- 

siotives,  as  it  would  be  to  assume  the  power  eeptUmffftheJtrat  nine  numbers  of  the  AppeiH 

of  dissolving,  if  he  had  it  not.    I  believe  he  dix  B.  to  the  Eleventh  Report :  the  ineertion 

is  ike  Jlrtt  gooemour  that  ever  dissolved  a  ^  which  ha$  been  judged  neeetoary  for  the  eiu' 

council  inquiring  into  his  behaviour  when  he  adation  qf  the  tuiffeet  matter  of  that  repofi. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  1. 

COFT  OF  ▲  LXTTSK  FKOM  THB   aOTXKlVOirR-«BirxmAL  TO  THB  OOUBT  OF  DiKXCTOmS, 

To  the  Honourable  the  Court  of  Diroeton  of  drawing  the  attention  of  Mahdajee  Sindia, 

the  Honourable  United  Eaot-India  Com-  to  whom  that  country  immediately  appertained, 

pony,  fi^cn  General  Gtoddard ;  while  he  was  employed 

in  the  reduction  of  Bassem,  and  in  securing  the 

Fort  mittoaa,  99tb  Noramtor,  iTto.  conquests  made  by  your  arms  m  Guzerat.    I 

' was  desiroos  to  remove  the  only  objection 

HOffoVKABLa  siBs,  wbich  has  been,  or  could  be,  ostensibly  made 

Toir  will  be  informed,  by  our  consultations  to  the  measure,  which  I  had  very  much  at 

of  the  JSth  of  June,  of  a  very  unusual  tender,  heart,  as  maybe  easily  conceived  from  the 

which  was  made  by  me  to  the  board  on  that  means  which  Itook  toeffect  it.    Forthe  re». 

day,  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  the  com-  sons  at  large,  which  induced  me  to  propose 

pany  for  the    extraordinaiy  expense  which  that  diversion,  it  will  be  sufficient  to^efer  to 

migBt  be  incurred  by  supplying  the  detach-  my  minute,  recommending  it,  and  to  the  let- 

ment  under  the  command  of  Major  Camac,  ters  received  firom  General  Goddard,  near  the 

m  the  invasion  of  the  Mahratta  dominions  same  period  of  time.    The  subject  is  now  be- 

which  lay  beyond  the  district  of  Gohed,  and  come  obMlete,  and  tU  Ihe  fair  hopes  whkh  I 

Vol.  in.— 7. 
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htd  boat  upon  tlw  iMMeotloa  of  tko  Makrat-  Caw»,  in  letter,  written  by  them  to  Moodajee 
U  if«r,  of  it.  termination  in  a  epeedy,  honoura-  Boosla,  on  the  occaf  ion.  Tie  was  not  in  a 
Ue,  and  advantaieoaa  peace,  hwre  been  bleated  state  to  suatain  the  brunt  of  eo  formidable  a 
by  the  dreadful  calamkiee  which  have  bdaU-  league,  and  ostensibly  yielded.  Such  at  least 
en  your  arms,  in  the  dependencies  of  your  was  the  turn  which  he  gave  to  his  acquiescence, 
wesidency  of  Port  Saint  Gkjorge;  andchaa^-  in  his  letters  to  me ;  and  his  subsenuent  con- 
ed the  object  of  oor  por«iit,  from  the  aggran-  duct  has  justified  his  professions.  1  was  early 
dizement  of  yo«  power  to  ka  presenration.  and  progressively  acquainted  by  him  with  the 
My  preeeat  reason  for  reverting  to  my^  own  requisition,  and  with  the  measurw  which  were 
conduct  OB  the  oeeasion  which  I  have  mention-  intended  to  be  taken,  and  which  were  taken  by 
ed,  is  to  obviate  the  fiilae  oonolosione,  or  pur-  bim  u|ion  it.  The  army  professedly  deetuied 
posed  mtsrepreseiMntiona  which  may  be  made  for  Bengal  marched  on  the  dusserra  of  the  last 
of  H,  either  as  an  artifice  of  oatentation,  or  as  year,  cvrrespoiuling  with  the  7th  of  Ooober. 
tfie  effect  of  corrupt  influence,  by  assuring  yon  Instead  of  taking  the  direct  course  to  Behw, 
that  the  money,  by  whatever  maume  it  camt  which  has  been  prescribed,  it  proceeded,  by 
fntoyonr  nesssssum,  was  not  my  own ;  that  I  varied  deviations  and  studied  delays,  to  Cut- 
had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would  or  oouU  tac,  where  it  arrived  Jaui  in  May  last,  havtng 
have  reeeivwl  it,  but  ft*  the  oceaaion  which  performed  a  practicable  journey  of  three 
prompted  me  to  avail  myaelf  of  the  Mcidental  months  in  seven,  and  concluded  it  at  the  m- 
means  wWch  were  at  that  mstant  aflfordsd  me,  stent  commencement  of  the  ranis,  which  of 
of  accepting  and  oonverting  it  to  the  proper*  course  would  preclude  its  operations,  and  af- 
ty  and  use  of  the  oompany :  and  with  thia  ford  the  government  of  Beiar  a  ftirther  mter- 
brief  apology  I  shall  dismiss  the  subject.  val  of  five  months  to  provide  for  the  part  which 

Something  of  affinity  to  this  anecdote  may  it  would  then  be  compelled  ic  choose.    In  the 

kppear  m  the  first  aspect  of  oweAsr  transac-  mean  time  letters  were  continually  written  by 

tjon,  wWcb  I  shaU  praceed  to  relate,  and  of  the  rajah  and  his  mmister  to  this  government, 

which  H  is  more  immediately  my  duty  to  in-  wiplaBatory  of  their  situation  and  motives  ; 

fbrm  you  >-yoa  will  have  bean  advised,  by  proposing  their  mediation  and  guarantee  for 

repeated  addreoaes  of  this  govemment,  of  the  a  peace  and  alliance  with  the  pesfawa;  and 

arrival  of  an  army  at  Gnttac,  ooder  the  com-  professing,  without  solicitation  on  our  part, 

nand  of  Ghinuajae  Boosla,  the  second  son  the  most  friendly  disposition  towards  us,  and 

of  Moodajee  Boosla,  the  rajah  of  Berar.  the  most  determined  resolution  to  maintain  iU 

The  origin  and  destination  of  this  Ibiee  have  Conformably  to  these  assurances,  and  the 

been  largely  explained  and  detailed  in  the  cor-  acceptance  of  a  proposal  made  by  Mood^ee 

reapondence  of  the  government  of  Berar,  and  Boosla  to  depute  his  minister  to  Bengal  for 

in  various  parU  of  our  consultations.    The  the  purpose  of  negotiating  and^oncluding  the 

minute  relation  of  these  would  exceed  the  proposedtreatyof  peace,  application  had  been 

bounds  of  a  letter  ;  I  shall  therefore  confine  made  to  the  peshwa  for  credentials  to  the  same 

myself  to  the  principal  fkct.— About  the  mid-  ellbct.    In  the  moan  time  the  fatal  news  ar- 

dle  of  the  last  year,  a  plan  of  confederacy  was  rived  of  the  defeat  of  your  army  at  Conjever* 

Ibrmed  by  (be  Nabob  Niaam  Ally  Gawn,  by  am.    It  now  became  neceesary  that  every 

which  it  was  proposed,  that,  while  the  army  other  object  should  give  place,  or  be  made 

of  the  Mahrattas,  under  theooBKimiid  of  Mab-  aubservient,  to  the  preservation  of  the  Car* 

dftjee  Stadia  and  Tnokoojee  Hoolkar,  was  natic;  nor  would  the  measures  requisite  for 

employed  to  check  the  operations  of  Qeneral  that  end  admit  an  instant  of  delay.    Peace 

Goddard  in  tho  west  of  India,  Hyder  Ally  with  the  Mahrattas  was  the  first  object^  to 

Cawn  should  invade  the  Camafcie ;  Moodar*  conciliate  their  alliance,  and  that  of  every 

jee  Boosla,  the  provinods  of  Bengal ;  and  he  other  power  in  natural  enmity  with  Hyder 

himself  the  8ii«n  of  Rajamundry  aiid  Cbio^  Ally,  the  next.— Instant  meaauree  were  tak«n 

noole.  (as  our  general  advices  wiH  inform  you)  to 

The  govemmant  of  Barar  waa  required  to  secure  both  these  points,  and  to  employ  the 

nooept  the  part  assigned  It  in  thia  oomhinatian,  govemmfent  of  Berar  as  the  channel  and  in« 

md  to  mardi  a  large  body  of  troops  imraedv>  strument  of  accomplishing  them.    Its  army 

ately  into  Bengal.    Toenforaetharsqueston  atill  lay  on  our  borders  and  in  distress  for  a 

the  part  of  the  ruling  member  of  the  Mah-  long  arrear  of  pay ;  not  less  occasioned  by 

ratta  state,  menaces  of  instant  hostility  by  the  the  want  of  pecuniary  funds,  than  a  stoppage 

eombined  forces,  were  added  by  Mahdajee  of  communication.    An  application  had  be^ 

Btadia,  Tuckoojee  lloo]kar,And  Nisam  Ally  made  to  us  for  a  s  ipply  of  money ;  and  the 
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rate  specified  fbr  the  complete  relief  of  the 
army  wu  sixteen  lacks.  We  had  neither 
numey  to  spare,  nor  in  the  apparent  stale  of 
that  government  in  its  relation  to  ours,  would 
it  have  been  either  prudent,  or  consistent  with 
oar  public  credit,  to  have  afibrded  iL  It  wasi 
nevertheless,  my  decided  opinion,  that  some 
aid  should  be  given ;  not  less  as  a  necessary 
relief,  than  as  an  indication  of  confidence,  and 
t  return  fi>r  the  many  instances  of  substantial 
kindness,  which  we  had,  within  the  course  of 
the  last  two  years,  experienced  fi^m  the  gov- 
ernment of  Berar.  I  had  an  assurance  that 
such  a  proposal  would  receive  the  acquiescence 
of  the  board ;  but  I  knew  that  it  would  not 
pass  without  opposition,  and  it  would  have 
become  public,  which  might  have  defeated  its 
purpose.  Convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the 
expedient,  and  assured  of  the  sincerity  of  the 
government  ofBerar  from  evidences  of  strong- 
er proof  to  me  than  I  could  make  them  ap- 
pear to  the  other  members  of  the  boards  I 
reso^red  (o  adopt  it,  and  take  the  entire  r^ 
iponsibUiiy  of  it  upon  myseLfl  In  this  mode, 
t  less  considerahle  sum  would  suffice :  I  ao- 
cor^ngly  caused  three  lacks  of  rupees  to  be 


delivered  to  the  minister  of  the  rajah  ofBerar 
resident  in  Calcutta :  he  has  transmitted  it  to 
CuttaA«->*Two-third8  of  this  sum  I  have  raised 
by  my  own  credit,  and  shall  charge  it  in  my 
ofBcaal  aocoonts  i  the  other  third  I  haviB  su(>* 
plied  from  the  cash  in  ay  hands,  betotgiag  to 
the  honourable  company.  I  have  given  due 
notice  to  Moodajee  Booala  of  this  transac- 
tion, and  explained  it  to  haire  bssn  a  privat* 
act  of  my  own,  vaknown  to  tJie  otbir  inenhers 
of  the  council.  I  have  given  hia  espeetai* 
taons  of  the  remainder  of  the  asMiaBt  required 
for  the  arrears  of  his  army,  proportioiMd  te 
the  eiteiit  to  which  he  nnj  pot  it  in  ay  powet 
to  propose  it  ai  m  poUic  gratuity,  by  his  sl^ 
iectual  orders  for  the  reeaUeflhsM  tsoopa,  or 
for  their  juaotien  withoon. 

I  hope  I  Aall  receivo  your  ^ipmbalion  of 
what  I  have  done  for  yoor  servwe,  and  your 
indulgenoe  for  the  Wnglh  of  Ihie  narrtitlw, 
which  I  eould  not  oompriss  witfain 

I  have  the  hsMW  to  be, 
Honoasahhi  tirSf 
IUMI,obedieata»l 
finaMa  servant, 

WammmmBai 
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AV  jLOGOtraiT  or  mohkt  paid  niTO  vhx  eoMPAmp^ 

aoca-«BasjiAi.,  piiroB  vmm  tmmm 


im. 


May      April 

1774  to  1776.  For  interest  bonds.  cx«  -  • 

For  bills  of  exchange  on  the  tourt,       • 
For  money  rofunded  by  oadar  of  doort, 
Coole^a  eonuaissiofi,         •  * 


.  jay,  1774. 


1775—1776. 
1776—1777. 
1777—1778. 
177»— 1779. 
1779—1780. 
1780—1781. 


For  bills  of  exchaage  on  the  ooort 
do.  do.  do. 

do.  do.  do* 

do.  do.  do* 

do.  do.  do* 

For  bills  of  exchaaga  ca.        • 

For  deposits 

For  interest  bonds  at  8  per  eent* 

Ver  dbi  4  per  cent. 

For  dkitar  efaarges      • 


M^,  178S.     For  interest  bonds, 


(Ei'iwifB  excepted. j 


t,lW* 

1/13,9^7 

M19  0a. 

■"   ■■■■    ■■    I^^yMi 


48,000 

ft,S8,716 
4,75JB00 
14^6,000 
2,St,000 


1,80,480 
l,9o,eU0 
1,08,000 
1,45,000 
1,81,600 


-11,56,816 
S»,000 

iM),94,725 


iMbj««,un» 


JoHir  AffKis,  Auditor  of  ladUui  Aocoonia* 
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APPENDIX  B.  No.  8. 

To  ik^  BoMwMt  dki  Secret  CMumttM  tf   peat  was  reoeiTed  whil«  I  was  on  mj  jxmej 
tk$  HonemrabU  Cwrt  ff  Direetorf.  to  Benares,  and  applied  as  expressed  io  the 


account. 

Fort  Wiiiu^  291  May,  17S2.  As  to  the  manner  in  which  these  sunis  have 
iiOBO«rmABi.B  sins,  been  expended,  the  reference  which  1  hare 
In  a  letter,  which  I  have  had  the  honoor  to  made  of  it  in  the  aoc<Nnpanying  account,  to 
address  you  in  duplicate,  and  of  which  a  tri-  the  sereral  accounts  in  which  they  are  credit- 
plicate  aooompanies  this,  dated  SOch  Janoary,  ed,  renders  any  other  specification  of  it  unne- 
178i,  I  infonnedyouthatlhad  received  the  t^  cessary ;  beside  that  those  accounts  eitherhave 
fer  of  a  sum  of  money  from  thenabob  rizierand  or  will  have  received  a  much  stronger  autben- 
his  ministers,  to  the  nominal  amount  of  ten  tication  than  any  that  I  could  give  to  mine, 
lacks  of  Lucknow  Siocas :  and  that  bills  on        Why  these  sums  were  taken  by  me ;  why 
the  house  of  Gopanl  Doss  had  been  actually  they  were,  except  the  second,  quietly  trans- 
given  me  for  the  amount,  which  I  had  accept-  ferred  to  the  company's  use ;  why  bonds  were 
ed  for  the  use  of  the  honourable  cnnpany ;  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest;  might, 
and  I  promised  to  account  with  you  for  the  were  this  matter  to  be  exposed  to  the  view  of 
same  as  soon  as  it  should  be  in  my  power,  the  public,  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures,  to 
after  the  whole  sum  had  come  into  my  posses-  which  it  would  be  of  little  use  to  reply.  Wore 
ston.    This  promise  I  now  perform;  and,  your  honourable  court  to  question  me  upon 
deeming  it  oonsistent  with  the  spirit  of  it,  I  these  points,  I  would  answer,  that  the  sums 
have  a&ed  such  etiur  sums  as  have  been  oo-  were  taken  for  the  company's  benefit  at  times 
casionaUy  converted  to  the  company's  pro-  in  which  the  company  very  much  needed  them ; 
perty  through  my  means,  and  in  consequence  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts 
of  the  like  original  destination.  Of  the  second  from  public  curiosity,  by  receiving  bonds  for 
of  these  you  have  been  already  advised  in  a  the  amount :  or  possibly  scted  without  any 
letter,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  studied  design,  which  my  memory  could  at 
the  honourable  court  of  directors,  dated  S9th  this  distance  of  time  verify ;  and  that  I  did 
of  November,  1760.    Both  this  and  the  third  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  the  same 
article  were  paid  immediately  to  the  treasury  means  with  the  rest.    I  trust,  honourable  sirs, 
by  my  order  to  the  sub-treasurer  to  receive  to  your  breasts  for  a  candid  interpretation  of 
^em  on  the  company's  account,  but  never  my  actions,  and  assume  the  freedom  to  add, 
passed  tfaroogfa  my  hands.    The  three  sums,  thati  think  myself,  on  such  a  subject,  and  on  , 
for  which  bonds  were  granted,  were  in  like  such  an  occasion,  entitled  to  it. 
manner  paid  to  the  coaipaBy's  treasury,  with-  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  honourable  sirs, 
out  passing  through  my  hands ;  but  their  ap-  Tour  most  fritUiil,  most  obedient,  and 
pfO|Niation  was  not  specified.  Most  humble  servant, 
The  sum  of  fifty-eight  thousand  enrrsnt  ru-  Wuosb  HAsmres. 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  4 


AS  ACCOOVT  or  SUMS  XXCXtVSD  GIT  THX  ACCOUNT  OF  TKB  BOVOUBABUB  OOMPAVT 
BT  THB  •OTXBirOVX-eXKBBAL,  OB  PAII>  TO  TBBEB  TBSASITBr  BT  RIS  OrnDBEt  AM* 
APPUXI>  TO  THXIB  SXBVICB. 

1780. 

October.  The  following  sums  were  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  bonds  gmted 
for  the  same,  in  the  name  of  the  goveraourwgener«l,  in  whose 
possession  the  bonds  remain,  with  a  declaration  upon  each,  en- 
dorsed and  signed  by  him,  that  he  has  no  claim  on  the  ooapaiiy 


O  THB  SLSVSKTH  REPORT. 


Ibr  the  uiooiit  either  of  priocipd  or  mtereet,  do  part  of  the 

latter  having  been  received : 
One  bond,  dated  the  1st  October,  1780,  No.  16S9,  1,16,000  -  - 

One  bond,  dated  the  Sd  October,  1780,  No.  1540,  1,16,000  -  - 

One  bond,  dated  the  23d  Novem.  1780,  No.  ISM,  1,74,000  -  - 

Koreuber.  Paid  into  the  treesury,  and  carried  to  the  ^Tenioar-generaFt 
credit  in  the  12th  page  of  the  Depoeitea  Journal  of  1780-81, 
mohurs  of  sorts,  whidi  had  been  coined  in  the  mint  and  pro- 
duced, as  per  S58  and  869  pagea  of  the  company's  general 
journal  of  1780-61, 

.     12,861  12  11 

2,06,788  14    9 

■  •  ■  "     S2,926    S    6 


Gold  Mohun, 
or  Calcutta  Siccaa, 
Batta  16  per  cent. 


1781. 
90AprU. 


Aogust. 


Paid  into  the  treasury,  and  craditad  in  the  6S7th  page  of  the 

company's  general  journal,  as  money  received  from  the  gorei^ 

nour^eneral,  on  account  of  Duibar  cfaargea, 

Sicca  mp.        -  -  -  •  .     2,00,000  -  - 

Batta  16  per  cent.        ....        S2,000  -  - 

Received  in  cash,  and  employed  in  defraying  my  pv^lie  diabors^- 
ments,  and  credited  in  the  govemour-general'a  aooount  of 
Durbar  charges  ibr  April,  1782        .... 

Produce  of  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  goveraour-general's  letter  to 
the  honourable  secret  committee,  dated  20th  January,  1782,  and 
credited  in  the  govemoiir-general*a  aoooont  of  Duri)ar  dMurgea 
ibr  April,  1782 

Current  mpeea 

(Brfoon  coBoeptod.) 


VArt-WIUlM.  aa  May,  ITtt. 


4,06,000-- 


2,S8,7I»  2  S 


2,92,000  -  - 


58,000  •- 


10,80,275  1  S 
19^64,990$  6 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  5. 


I,  William  Larkins,  do  make  oath,  and  say, 
that  the  14tter  and  account  to  which  this  affi- 
davit is  aflbced,  were  written  by  me,  at  the 
request  of  the  honourable  Warren  Hastings, 
Esquire,  on  the  22d  May,  1782,  from  rough 
drafts  written  by  Umaelf  in  my  presence :  tlmt 
the  cover  of  the  letter  was  sealed  up  by  him 
in  n^  presence,  and  was  then  intended  to  be 
transmitted  to  England  by  the  Ltvelji  whan 


that  Tesaelwaa  6iat  ordered  for  detpalcb;  and 
that  ithas  remained  closed  until  this  day,  whoa 
it  was  opened  for  the  coEpreas  purpose  of  being 
accompanied  by  tMa  affidavit.  So  help  me 
God,  WiLUAM  hJLMKm, 

GalMtU.  IMh  DMMitar,  ITOl 


Sworn  this  16th  day  of 
tan 


1782,  b 


lOi  BZTEACT8  FAOM  THE  AFPENDCC 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  6. 

1%  0m  AfuwroUe  f^  Beent  Cmnnuttf  of  through  you ;  and  to  appropriate  to  my  ona 

tkt  SmounMi  Cmrt  ^  JHrmUr;  me  the  sunu  ivfaich  I  bare  already  paased  to 

•^  vnii      ••.!.  T»«^  I—  iwi  ^^wr  credit,  hy  the  unworthy,  and,  pardkm  me 

Fort  WniiAB,  16lk  Dmmbmv,  ITO.  t*  •       .  •     j  _^  _•  iT  ,    ^, 

if  I  add,  dangerous  reflections,  which  they 

HOKOV&ABI.B  ttts,  ^^^  pMsed  upou  Die,  for  the  first  communi- 

Thb  despatch  of  the  Lively  having  been  cation  of  this  kind ;  and  your  own  experience 

protracted  by  Tariona  caauea,  irom  time  to  will  suggest  toyou,  that  there  are  pencMisTrho 

time,  the  aocompaaying  address  which  #a8  would  profit  by  such  a  warning, 
originally  designed  and  prepared  for  that  do-        Upon  the  whole  of  these  transactions,  which 

•patch  (no  othw  eoBTeyanee since  occurring)  to  you,  who  are  accustomed  to  view  business 

has  of  course  been  thus  long  detained.    The  in  an  official  and  regular  U^t,  may  ^pear 

delay  is  of  no  pohtic  eowequanoe ;  bat  k  haa  vnpreeedented,  if  not  improper,  I  have  but  a 

produced  a  situatien  which,  with  itsapact  to  lew  short  remaito  to  suggest  to  your  oon- 

myself,  I  regard  as  unfortunate,  beoanae  H  sideration. 

exposes  me  to  (he  meaneal  impoUtion,  from  If  I  appear  in  any  nn&voanhle  light  by 
the  occasion,  which  iM  lata  parliamentary  in-  these  transactions,  I  resign  the  common  and 
^ttirlsa  bava  since  furnished,  but  which  were  legal  security  of  those  who  commit  crimes  or 
unknown  when  my  leCler  was  written,  and  errours.  I  am  ready  to  answer  every  particti- 
written  in  the  neosasary  consaqucace  of  n  lar  ({uestion  diat  may  be  put  against  myself, 
yrsmias  amde  to  that  effect  in  a  former  letter  upon  honour  or  upon  oath, 
to  your  honourable  eommiClee,  dated  90th  The  sonrces  fit)m  which  these  relie&  to  the 
January  last.  Hfswever,  toprsdndeihe  po*-  poMic  serrice  have  come,  would  never  have 
sibility  of  such  ffaieetioca  fimn  afieetkg  bm,  yielded  them  to  the  company  publicly ;  and 
J  have  desired  Mr.  Larkins,  who  was  privy  the  exigencies  of  your  service  (exigencies 
to  Iho  whole  Ironsaction,  to  affix  to  the  letter  created  by  tbo  exposition  of  your  aifairs,  and 
Ilia  aAdark  of  the  date  in  which  it  was  writ*  Action  in  your  councils)  required  those  sup- 
ten.    I  eww  I  feel  most  sensibly  the  mortifi-  plies. 

cation  of  being  reduced  to  the  necessity  of       I  conld  have  concealed  them,  had  I  had  a 

using  such  precautiemi,  to  guard  my  ivpntation  wrong  motiv,p,  fi^m  youra  and  the  pohUc  oye 

from  dishonour. — ^If  I  had,  at  any  time,  poa-  ^rever :  and  I  know  that  the  difficulties  to 

aeesed  that  degree  of  confidence  from  my  im-  which,a  spirit  of  injustice  may  subject  me, 

mediate  employers,  which  they  never  withheld  for  my  candour  and  avowal,  are  greater  than 

fix>m  the  meanest  of  my  predecessors,  I  should  any  possible  inconvenience  that  could  have 

have  disdained  to  use  these  attentions  :  how  attended  the  concealment,  except  the  dissatis- 

I  have  drawn  on  me  a  different  treatment  I  footian  of  my  own  mind.    These  difficulties 

know  not ;  it  is  sufficient  that  I  have  not  are  but  a  few  of  those  which  I  have  suffered 

merited  it :  and  in  the  course  of  a  service  of  in  your  service.    The  applause  of  my  own 

Airty-two  years,  and  ten  of  these  employed  in  breast  Is  my  surest  rewvd,  and  was  the  sq|h 

flMimaMng  the  powers  and  dfscharging  the  port  of  my  mind  in  meeting  Ihem :  your  ap- 

^Imdes  of  the  first  oAee  of  the  BritiiA  govern-  plausa,  and  that  of  my  country,  va  lay  aaxt 

■Mnt  fai  India,  ^t  honourable  court  oo^  to  wish  in  lifo. 
know  wtiutlier  I  possess  the  integrity  and 

honour  which  are  the  firat  reqvdsitea  of  such  a        I  have  the  honour  to  be,  hoaoufahle  aioii 
atation.    If  I  wanted  these,  they  have  afford-  your  moat  foithfol,  most  ohedicsty 

ed  me  bat  too  powerfiil  incentives  to  aupptvaa  gad  moat  bomUe  serrant, 

the  Idbnaation,  which  I  now  oanvey  to  then  WAmnsir  ILiSTiiraa. 


TO  THB  BLEYBNTH  EDOBT.  10 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  7. 


tXTBACT  or  THB  COHfTAliy't  GBVSmAi;  UBTTSft  TO  ME1iaA,L\  SATBP  TBS  i5TH 

or  JAHUAXY,  178S. 


Pv.  U7.    We  1mt«  received  a  letter  from    toy  reel  aeeenitj  for  delaying  to  conmuni- 
our  goreraoor-gcMrel,  deled  the  S9th  ol  No»    cete  to  ua  iinmediate  information  oTthe  chen- 
veaober,  1780,  relative  to«n  imuraal  leader  and    nel  bj  which  the  money  came  into  his  possee- 
advance  of  mimey,  made  by  him  to  the  ooun*    aion,  yt^  a  complete  Uliutration  of  the  cause 
dl,  as  entered  en  your  ooMnllatioa  of  the    or  causes  of  so  eztraordinanr  an  event. 
16tli  of  Jane,  tor  the  purpose  ef  indemnifying        lt9.  Circometanced  as  afiain  were  at  the 
the  company  from  the  extraordinary  charge    moment,  it  appears  that  the  govemour-general 
which  ndght  be  ineoned  by  supplying  the  de-    had  the  measure  much  at  heart,  and  judged  it 
tachment  under  the  comoiand  of  Major  Car    ahiolnte^y  necessary*    The  means  proposed 
mac,  in  the  inraaian  of  the  Mahratta  domin-    of  defraying  the  extra  expense  were  very  ex- 
ions,  which  lay  beyend  the  district  of  Gohud,  traordinary ;  and  the  money,  as  we  conceive, 
and  thereby  drawing  the  attention  of  Mahda-  most  have  come  into  his  hands  by  an  unusual 
jee  Sindia  (to  whom  the  country  appertained)  channel ;  and  when  more  complete  tnfomation 
from  General  Goddard,  while  the  general  wae  oosms  be&r^os,  we  shall  give  our  sentiment* 
employed  in  the  reduction  of  Bassein,  and  in  fully  upon  the  whole  transaction, 
securing  the  conquests  made  in  the  Guxerat        190.  In  regard  to  the  application  of  the 
country ;  and  also  respecting  the  sum  ofthreb  conpany^  money  to  the  army  of  Chimnajee 
lades  of  rupees,  advanced  by  the  govemour-  Boosla,  by  the  sole  anthori^of  the  governoor- 
geoeral  tirthe  use  of  the  army  under  the  com-  general,  be  knew  that  it  was  entiraly  at  hia 
msnd  of  Chimnajee  Booela  without  the  an-  own  risk,  and  he  has  taken  the  responsibility 
thority  or  knowledge  of  the  council ;  with  the  upon  himself;  nothing  but  the  most  urgent 
reasons  for  taking  these  extraordinuy  stepSi  neoeesity  eouly  warrant  the  measure ;  Hor  can 
aader  the  circuflMaaoes  staled  in  his  letter.  any  thing  short  of  full  proof  of  such  nscsssi^, 
128.  In  regard  to  the  first  of  these  transac-  and  of  the  nropriety  and  otithy  of  the  eatra- 
tions,  we  readily  eonoeive,  that  in  the  then  ordinary  st4p  taken  oo  the  occasion,  entitle 
state  of  the  cteeil,  the  govenKMir-general  the  govemour-general  to  the  approbation  of 
might  be  induced  to  temporary  secrecy  re-  the  court  of  directors ;  and  therefore,  as  in  th« 
specting  the  members  of  the  board,  not  only  former  instance  relative  to  the  sum  advanced 
because  he  might  be  apprehensive  of  opposi-  and  paid  into  our  treasury,  we  must  also,  fbr 
tion  to  the  propoeed  application  of  the  money,  the  present,  siMpeMl  oar  judgment  respecting 
but,  perhapa,  beeane  double  might  have  ari^  the  money  sent  to  the  Berar  army ;  wilbeiil 
sea  concerning  the  propriety  of  appropriating  approving  it  in  the  leart  degree,  or  proceeding 
It  to  the  company's  use,  on  any  account :  but  tooensureoor  govemour-generalfor  this  trans* 
it  does  not  eppwr  to  vt,  that  there  could  bo  ictioo. 


ARTICLES  or  CBABOB 


APPENDIX  B.  No.  8. 
KmicT  or  iBaaAi.  iBcasT  conai-TAiion,  tb«  Ctb  jinrAxr,  inl. 

Tha  fcllowmf  IctMr  from  tha  ^gaTsmooi^  Ibe  Hcood  hwB.  beviof  date  Irom  lh>  lit  of 

«wnlh»iii|b««circuktsil,uidlbamiu«t  Ocutwr,  lor  <iM  hck  oC  (ieck  rapen :  ■  boad 

iweiii  iMd«  complied  with,  in  0fd«  on  lh»  to  bg  gnntad  me,  npoa  tbg  taraM  «f  lb*  Gnt 

traMurT  PUMd  wxoniiiiilj.  k)u,beariiif  data  Inntb*  lit  of  October,  Ibr 

•  one  lick  oTiina  nipOM :  ■  boad  lo  ba  puil- 

■OVODSAiLB  UB  IIS  »■•.  ed  ml,  DpoB tba tetnsof  IbsfrMlaui,beuiii| 

Htriof  buloocuioo  iDdiibane  iba  pm  dUa  fiom  (be  Id  October,  fcr  ona  IkIe  «f(kci 

cf  Ihcee  heki  of  lioa  rapH*  on  ■ooooil  of  rafvm, 

lacrat  acnica*,  which,  bninf  bMO  kdTWKed  I  tn»  A*  honoBr  to  ba,  ke.  fco. 

fi«mmjawopriintacMh,lr*qiHatllwMM»  (Bipiad) 

■■jbarapaidu>maiDtbeftillowiDfnium«:  WubmEutom. 

— Abaidtoba|iuUdBW,Dpcathat«uof  iwt  wmk«llkI»w*,IML 


APPENDIX  R  Nou  9. 


■a  a\n  MAT,  17W,  WITH  iirrCBMT  r. 


Thse  doe*  IKi(  appev  Is  ban  been  uf  is- 
■anal  paid  m  (he  abora  bodi  u>  31(t  Ma)>i 
ITSt,  Ibe  lait  ■ceawM  raceind.  tn  tb« 
int««t  book  1780-81,  the  lutncnfad,  lb* 


ARTICLES  OP  CHABOE  OF  HIQH  CRDCKS  AND  iOBDKMEiXOVRB. 


AGAINST  WARRBN  HASTINGS.  107 


e«irtla]dftdofwnasanmMnaNciiHHrim,iBJUdk  er ;  whoM  counlryt  ^  t^M  month  of  Febn»» 

ought  ever  to  be  mamtmiud,  that  they  were  rj,  1773,  bj  an  uudumnm  raMlmion  of  tbo 

to  avoid  taking  part  m  the  potiHeai  eekemet  ^  nid  Wvren  Hastings  and  his  coancili  was 

oi^o/'lAflooimlryinifieef;  and  did,  in  partial-  included  in  the  line  of  defimee  against  the 

lar,  order  and  direct  that  tbej  ahould  not  eo-  Mahrattas,  and  from  whom  the  nabob  nerer 

gage  with  a  certain  prince  called  Sujah  ol  complained  of  an  aggreasioa  or  act  of  hostili* 

Dowln,  nabob  of  Oude,  and  nxier  of  this  em-  ty,  nor  pretended  a  distinct  cause  of  quarrel, 

pire,  in  anj  operations  beyond  certain  limits  other  thiin  the  non-payment  of  a  aum  of  money 

in  the  said  orders  specially  described.  in  dispute  between  him  and  that  people. 

Thflit  Warren  Hastings,  Esq.  then  gorem-  That  supposing  the  sum  of  n^ney  in  ques* 

oar  of  Fort  William,  in  Bengal,  did,  with  tion  to  hare  been  strictly  dne  to  the  said  nabob, 

other  members  of  the  council,  declare  his  by  rirtue  of  any  engagement  between  him  and 

clesr  understanding  of  the  true  intent  and  the  Rohilla  chiefr,  the  East-India  company, 

meaning  of  the  said  positiye  and  repeated  or-  or  their  representatires,  were  not  parties  to 

ders    and    injunctions;  did    express  to  the  that  engagement,  or  guarantees  thereof,  nor 

coort  of  directors  his  approbation  of  the  poll-  bound  by  any  obligation  wbaterer  to  enforca 

ey  thereof;  did  declare,  that  he  adopted  the  the  execution  of  it. 

same  wUk  eineerify  and  eatitfaetion,  and  that  That,  previous  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings's 
he  was  too  toett  aware  of  the  ruinoue  tendemqf  entering  into  the  agreement  or  bargain  afwe* 
of  aU  echeaeee of  conqueetf  ever  toadopt  them,  said  to  extirpate  the  said  nation,  he  did  noi 
or  ever  to  depart  from  ike  tUfeobite  Une  ^f  ee{f-  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  a  due  inquiry  into 
defenee,  unitee  impelled  to  it  by  the  moet  ofrsiu  the  validity  of  the  sole  pretext  used  by  tba 
sMsweeasi^ ;  did  signify  to  the  nabob  of  Oade  said  nabob ;  nor  did  he  give  notice  of  the  said 
the  said  ocders,  and  his  obligation  to  yield  ckims  of  debt  to  the  nation  of  the  Rohillas, 
pmietual  obedience  thereto ;  sad  did  solemnly  in  onler  to  receive  an  explanation  on  their 
engage  and  promise  to  the  court  of  directors,  part  of  the  matter  in  liti^^on,  nor  did  he 
with  the  vnanimaitt  ccneurrenoe  of  the  whole  offer  any  mediation,  nor  propose,  nor  afford 
eonncal,  *'  that  no  object  or  ocmsideration  an  opportuni^  of  proposing  an  agreement  or 
ifaoiild  eithM*  tempt  or  compel  him  to  pass  the  subniission,  by  which  the  calamities  of  war 
political  Une,  which  they  (the  directors)  had  might  be  avoided ;  as,  by  the  high  state  in 
knl  down  for  his  operations  with  the  vider ;"  which  tl^  East-India  company  stood  as  n 
assuring  the  court  of  directors,  that  he  "  scarce  sovereign  power  in  the  east,  snd  the  honour 
nw  a  possible  advantage,  which  could  com-  and  chairacter  it  ought  to  maintain,  as  well  as 
pensate  the  haxard  and  expense  to  be  incurred  by  the  prindplee  of  equity  and  humanity,  and 
by  a  oootrary  conduct  :*' — that  he  did  frequents  by  the  true  and  obvious  policy  of  uniting  the 
ly  repeat  the  same  declarations,  or  declarationa  power  of  the  Mahometan  prinoea  against  the 
to  the  same  effect,  particularly  in  a  letter  to  Mahrattas,  he  was  bound  to  do  :-^that  instead 
the  nabob  himself  of  the  SSd  of  November,  of  such  previous  inquiry,  or  tender  of  good 
177S,  in  the  following  words.  "The  com-  offices,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  stimulate 
mandsof  mysuperiours  are,aslhaverepeat-  die  ambitionn  and  ierocity  of  the  nabob  of 
ediy  informed  you,  peremptory,  that  I  shall  Oude  to  the  full  completion  of  the  inhuman 
not  suffer  their  arms  to  be  carried  beyond  the  end  of  the  said  unjustifiable  enterprize,  by  in- 
line of  tbeir  own  boondaiies,  and  those  of  fiirming  him, "  that  it  would  be  absolutely  ne- 
yoor  excellency  their  ally."  cassary  to  persevere  in  it  until  it  should  be 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  direct  aooomplished ;"  pretending  that  a  fear  of  the 

contradiction  to  the  said  orders,  anl  to  his  own  company*!  displeasure  was  his  motive  for  an- 

sense  of  their  propriety  and  coercive  authori-  nexing  the  accomplishment  of  the  enterprize 

ty,  and  in  breach  of  bis  express  promises  and  as  a  condition  of  his  assistance,  and  asserting 

engagements,  did,  m  September,  177S,  enter  "  that  he  conld  not  hazard  or  answer  for  the 

into  a  private  engagement  with  the  said  nabob  displeasure  of  the  company,  his  masters,  if 

of  Oude,  who  was  the  special  object  of  the  they  should  find  themselves  involved  in  a 

prohibition,  to  flimish  hua,  for  a  stipulated  fhatleee  war,  or  in  an  expense  for  prosecuting 

Boaa  of  BM»ey  to  be  paid  to  the  East-India  it  f* — a  pretence  tending  to  the  higli  dishonoor 

company,  with  abody  of  troopsfor  the  declaim  of  the  ^st-Ipdia  company,  as  if  the  gain  to 

ed  purpose  of  *'  thoroughly  extirpating  the  na^  be  acquired  was  to  reconcile  that  body  to  tba 

tioD  of  the  Rohillas :" — a  nation,  firom  whom  broach  of  their  own  orders,  prohibiting  all 

the  company  had  never  received,  or  protended  such  eoterprizes.— 'And  in  oider  further  to  in 

to  noaive  or  apprehend,  any  injury  wbatsoev«  volvo  the  said  nabob,  beyond  the  power  of  ro« 


lOB  ARTIGLE8  OF  CHARGB. 

treating,  ha  did,  Hiths omma  of  the procoad^  chnf  of  tiieir  Iokm,  tiro  — hew  of  iWr 
Ing/purpoaely  put  the  Mid  nakob  mdar  diffi*  ooundii  and  tha  aaenUry  to  tJko  coumiI,  who 
cullies  in  casa  ha  ahould  dadina  that  war,  aiid  wara  not  othanrisa  acqoaintad  with  tha  pro- 
did  obliga  him  to  accapt  ofau  tha  perauaaion  oaadiaga  batwaaohin  and  tha  aaid  nahob,  than 
to  relinquish  tha  aiacation  of  thia  unjvat  pro-  hf  raeh  comanmcatiooa  aa  ha  thouglit  fit  to 
ject  as aiaroor,  and te  makt  aanaanianf /ar if ;  maka  tham. 

thereby  acting  aa  if  tha  company  wara  princi-  That  tha  dbjact  avowod  by  tha  aaid  Warran 
pals  in  tha  hMtility ;  and  employing  Ibr  thia  Hastings,  and  tha  motiToa  urged  by  him,  fer 
purpose  much  douMa  dealing,  and  divora  un-  employing  tha  British  arma  in  tha  utter  aatir- 
worthy  artifices,  to  entangle  and  perplex  the  pation  of  the  Rohilla  nation,  are  atalad  by 
said  nabob,  but  by  means  of  which  ha  found  himaelf  in  the  following  terms :  ^  tha  acqoi- 
himself  (aa  he  has  entered  it  on  reoord)  Asm-  sitioa  of  forty  ladu  of  nipeos  to  the  oompaiiy« 
ptred  and  embarrtmed  inapmlieular  mtmmer,  and  of  ao  much  apacie  added  to  tha  axhanat- 
That  the  said  compact  for  offessiTa  allianoa  ad  currency  of  our  proTinoaa  ;'-4hat  it  would 
in&vour  of  agreatprinoa,affainBtaoonaidar-  give  wealth  to  the  nabob  of  Onde,  off 
able  nation,  was  not  carried  on  by  projoeta  whicfti  we  ahould  partidpate ;  that  the  aaid 
aod  counter-projects  in  writing ;  nor  wara  tha  Warren  Hastings  aftouU  always  be  ready  to 
articles  and  conditiona  thereof  fotmed  into  any  profeaa  thathadiid  reckon  the  probable  aoquiai* 
regular  written  instrument,  signed  and  aealed  tion  of  wealth  among  his  leaaoas  for  taking 
by  the  parties ;  but  the  whole  (bdh  the  nego-  up  arma  against  hds  nmghinmtf  that  it 
tiatloB  and  tha  compact  of  the  offensive  alii-  would  ease  the  company  of  aconaiderable  part 
ance  against  the  Roliillas)  was  a  mere  rerbal  of  their  OMlitary  expanaa,  and  piaaeiae  their 
enga|rcment,  the  purport  and  eooventiona  troops  from  inaction  and  relaxation  of  Asdpline; 
whereof  nowhere  appeared,  except  in  subao-  •^thiu  the  weak  state  of  tha  RoiiiUas  pronia- 
qoont  correspondence,  in  which  certain  of  the  ed  an  easy  oonqueat  of  them ;  and,  fintliy, 
articles,  as  they  were  stated  by  the  seireral  that  auch  was  hia  idea  of  the  eomponj'a  din- 
parties,  did  materially  differ ,-— a  proceeding  tress  at  home,  added  to  hia  knowledge  of  their 
new  and  nnprecedented,  and  directly  leading  wants  abroad,  that  ha  ahonU  have  been  glad 
to  mutual  misconstruction,  arasion,  and  ill  of  any  occasion  to  employ  their  feroeo,  whidi 
ikith,  and  tending  to  encourage  and  protect  saved  so  mudi  of  their  pay  and  exltenaaa." 
every  species  of  corrupt,  dandeatine  practice :  That  in  tha  private  verbal  agreement  afora* 
-—that  at  the  time  when  thia  private  verbal  aaid  for  offensive  war,  the  aaid  Warm  Haat« 

gyeoment  was  made  by  the  said  Warren  ings  did  transgraea  tha  bounda  of  the  authority 

Bstings  with  the  nabob  of  Oode,  a  pid>lk  given  him  by  his  instructions  from  the  council 

ostensible  treaty  was  concluded  by  him  with  of  Fort  William,  whidi  had  limited  his  poww 

the  said  nabob,  in  which  there  is  no.  mention  ers  to  auch  eompaela  '*  as  were  conaiatant  with 

whatever  of  such  agreement,    or  reference  the  spirit  of  the  company's  orders ;"  which 

whatever  to  it ;  in  defence  of  which  omission  ooondl  he  afterwards  peranadad,  and  with  dif> 

it  is  asserted  1^  tha  said  Warren  Hastings,  fioulty  drew  into  an  acquiescence  in  what  ha 

that  the  muUipKcaticn  ^  trtatiea  weakeiu  tfuir  had  done. 

^ffUacyy  and  thertfort  they  thevld  be  rewenaed  That  the  agreement,  to  the  effect  aforesaid 
onfyfor  very  important  and  permanent  o6ft^a-  was  aettled  in  the  said  secret  conferenoea,  be- 
tionM;  notwithstanding  he  Iwd  previously  de-  fore  the  10th  of  Septendber,  1773;  but  tha 
darod  to  the  said  nabob,  "  that  the  points,  said  Warren  Hastings,  concealing  from  the 
which  be  had  proposed,  required  muehconsirio-  court  of  directors  a  mattsr,  of  which  it  was 
ration,  and  (he  previous  ratification  of  a  for-  his  duty  to  afford  them  the  earliest  and  Aitteat 
mal  agreement  before  he  could  consent  to  information,  did,  on  the  said  10th  of  Septem- 
them."— That  the  whole  of  the  said  verbal  her,  177S,  write  to  the  directors,  and  despatob- 
agreemont  with  the  nabob  of  Oude  in  his  own  ed  his  letter  over  land,  giving  them  an  aoeoont 
person,  without  any  assistance  on  his  part,  of  the  public  treaty,  but  taking  not  the  4eaat 
^  is  canled  on  and  concluded  by  the  said  notice  of  his  agraemrat  for  a  mereenary  war 
Warren  Hastings  alone,  without  any  person,  against  tha  nation  of  the  RoUIlaa. 
who  might  witness  the  same ;  without  the  in-  That  in  order  to  oonoeal  the  tnia  pwpoit  o> 
terpretar,  though  he  confesses  that  he  spoke  the  said  dandeatine  agreement  the  more  eflbe- 
the  Hindoostan  language  impeifectfyj  and  al-  tnally,  and  until  he  ahouU  find  meana  of  gain- 
though  ha  had  with  him  at  that  time  and  place  ing  over  tha  reat  of  the  oooncil  to  a  oooov- 
aaveral  persons  high  in  the  company^  serriea  rence  in  his  disobedience  of  orders,  ha  enters 
tnd  confidence,  namely  the  commander-in-  ed  a  minute  in  the  oooncil  books,  giving  a 
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•f<lw  tt—nrnia;fai  whiah  mmUnf  mm  Smkt  ^  f^mtiti*   Norim 

ninntc  ho  reproMntad,  tfatt  Um  nabob  bad  in-  say  part  of  tbe  mamy  ftteoTorad  until  tbe  o»- 

dacdjtrifowrf  thedaiifn  afopeiaid,  ttaA  tbat  he  teblkhiMiit    of  tbe   gofwnoivwgiaooral   aad 

(the  Mid  Wanren  Haetiagt)  hmm  |ibaMc(  that  «ouncU  bjr  aot  oT  psriiaoMOt,  ami  their  datocte 

hmurg^itktmiitmB^  Mm  •xpt^tianwofit^  ■naation  to  witbdniw  the  brigade  from  tbe  m^ 

iker;  whea  in  reality  and  truth,  be  bed  abeo-  bob's  senrioe :  the  resident  at  hie  court,  ap- 

lutaly  coaaeoted  to  the  aaid  enterpriate,  and  pointed  by  the  aaid  Warren  Haetiofs,  having 

bad  engaged  to  aaalet  him  in  it  (which  he  aAsr^  written  tkal  kt  todeafxncaoerfmac*  rfaptfa^ 

ward*  admktod)  and  confbmed  that  he  did  act  mmd  d§omiim  mom  ^  hit  trmn»aotian$  with  Uf 

M  eoueequence  of  the  aame.  eMpcUMugr;  and  the  aaid  nabob  and  hia  nio- 

Tfaattho  said  Warren  Haatiagsand  jus  conn-  ^esaonrs  foiling  back  in  other  paymanu  in  tbe 

cil  wereoenaiUeof  thetruenatnreof  tbaen-  aame  or  ^wator  proportion,  aa  Ke  advanced  in 

tarprtae,  ia  vduch  they  bad  engaged  the  oom-  the  payment  of  thiadebt ;  tbeoonaideration  of 

paay'a  araaa,  and  of  tbe  heavy  reaponaibllity,  lucre  to  the  company,  tbe  declared  motive  to 

to  which  it  would  aubject  himaelf  and  the  tfua  afaaaiefnl  tianaaction,  totally  &iled,  and 

flouncil, '<  the  peraooal  hazard  they,  the  oowH  no  awMiey  in  affect  and  aobataaee  (aa  far  aa  by 

ol,rmi  in  undertaking  ao  awaoaMien  ameaaure  any  aooount  to  be  depended  on  appoara)  bai 

mifliwrt  jiaaitf as  intwmtiona,  at  their  own  riak,  been  obtained. 

with  tbe  eyea  of  tbe  whole  nation  on  tbe  af^        Timt  the  aaid  nabob  of  Oude  did,  in  omM*. 

inra  of  ifaa  company,  and  the  paaaiona  aad  qaew^e  of  tbe  aaid  agreement,  and  with  the 

prafudaoBo  of  abnoat  every  aun  in  England  aasiataaoe  ef  Briliab  troopa,  which  were  of 

inflamed  ngainat  the  eonduct  ef  the  company,  dared  to  march,  aad  aubjected  to  biaaliapoaaj 

ami  the  cfaanacter  of  iu  aenwita ;"— 7at  they  by  the  aaid  Warren  Heatings  and  the  council, 

angage  in  tho  very  praetiea  which  had  brangbt  a^uatly  entered  into  and  invade  the  country 

audi  odiam  on  tbe  company,  and  en  the  cfaaiv  ef  tbe  Robilhu,  and  did  there  make  war  in  4 

aeiw  iia  aervanu,  tboagh  they  further  my,  barbarona  and  unhumaa  manner,   "  by  an 

that  tlwy  bad  eoalinttatly  before  tbstr  eyae  Urn  abaae  of  victory,"  "  by  the  mmeoewary  dee- 

dnmd  «/*  firftiifi^  tkB/waout  tf  tknr  tiai|dsy  traction  of  the  countiy ;"  "  by  a  wanton  display 

w»,  and  boffemingthe  objecta  of  popmlmr  inveo-  of  violence  aad  oppremion,  of  inhumanity 

livaa.*'     Tbe  aakl  Warren  Haatmga  himaelf  and  crueky  ;">  and  "  by  the  audden  ezpolaion 

aaya,  at  tbe  veiy  tiaw  when  be  propeoed  the  and  coating  down  of  a  whole  race  of  people,  to 

meaaore,  '*  I  aniat  coafeea,  I  entertaia  aoam  whom  the  alighteet  benovolenee  was  denied." 

doubts  as  to  ila  eipedienry  at  this  time^  from  When  prayer  waa  amde  not  to  diabonour  tho 

dm  eircumatanem  of  the  €9mpamy  at  home,  begmn  (a  prinoeas  of  great  rank,  whoae  hua- 


expoaed  topopuiar  clamour,  and  all  ita  nwa^    bona  had  boon  killed  in  battle)  and  other  wo« 
liable  to  be  caavaaaed  ia  parUameat ;    men,  by  dragging  them  dnnU  the  eounity,  le 


charter  drawing  to  a  cloae,  and  hie  ma-  6t  loaded  with  the  ecqSfk^  the  nabob*  e  rabble, 

fescy^  miaiatera  unqueationably  ready  to  take  and  othermee  ttiU  loersc  MMd,  the  nabob  refiia* 

advantage  of  every  onfrvourable  cireumatanoa  ed  to  liaten  to  the  intreatiea  of  a  Britiah  com- 

in  tbe  negotiattona  of  ita  renewal."    AH  theae  aaander- in-chief  in  their  frtvour ;  and  the  said 


«0B9ideratioasdidnot  preveaft  the  said  Warrea  women  of  high  rank  were  exposed,  not  only 

Haatinga  from  making  and  carrying  into  ex»  to  the  vileat  poraonal  indignitiea,  but  even  to 

CBtiaw  the  aaid  mni'nmary  agreement  for  a  aum  abaoloto  want;  and  theee  tranaaetiona  being 

of  aHoey,  tbe  payment  of  which  the  ttd>ob  by  Colonel  Champion  commuaicated  to  the 

amhaiiwarrd  to  evade  on  a  oonatruotion  of  tbe  aaid  Warren  Haatinga,  instead  of  oommenda- 

▼eifaaltreaty;  and  waa  aoikr  from  being  iniat-  tiona  for  bia  iatolligence,  and  orders  to  redreaa 

ad  on,  aa  it  ongbt  to  have  been,  by  the  aaid  tbe  aaid  evils,  aad  to  prevent  tbe  like  in  fu- 

Wasnn  HaatiB^  that  when,  after  tbe  com-  ture,  by  means  which  were  auggeated,  and 

ptetion  of  the  aarvicoy  the  wwimaadwyJiwAief  which  appear  to  have  been  proper  luid  feaaible, 

waa  direeted  to  make  adesaand  of  tbe  money,  he  received  a  raprioMad  from  the  mid  War« 

the  agsot  of  tho  aaid  Warren  Hastings  at  the  ran  Haatinga,  whodeclared  that  we  bad  no  au- 

aasured  the  nabob, "  thattbedeamad  thoriCy  to  control  theooadoct  of  tbe  vizier  ia 


waa  noCbmg  move  tban  amtter  of  font,  com*    tbe  treatiKBt  ofhia  aul^ecta :  and  that  Colo- 
and  avoM  neceaaary  in  all  public  traaa-    ael  Cfaaai^ioadeaiated  from  making  further 


actiona;  and  that,  akhoogh  tlm  board  eon-  repreaeotationa  on  thia  aubjeot  to  the  aaid 
lUered  tlm  daim  of  tfaa  goremment  litarw  Warren  Haatinga,  being  apprehensive  of  bar- 
ally  doe,  it  waa  not  the  intention  of  admin-  ing  already  run  aome  riak  of  displeaaing,  by 
iatnition  to  preacribe  to  his  excellency  tho  perhape  a' too  free  communication  of  aenti- 
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■«its.<»ThatiBeonMqiMBe»ofdMnid  pnn  eoamnMnt;  ooveriiig  hmwtid  ilkgpU  nfiun'. 

eeedingt  not  only  the  emineiii  frmUiM  of  tbe  under  general  vmgue  pretenece  of  secrecy  and 

duels  ofthe  RohiUa  nation  were  eilfasr  cut  off  daii^ger  from  the  oonununication ;  although  the 

or  banished,  and  their  wiTOB  and  oflspring  re-  said  order  and  instruction  of  the  ooort  of  direo- 

duoed  to  ntter  rain,  but  the  eountry  itself,  here-  tors,  above  mentioned,  was  urged  to  him,  and 

fore  distinguished  above  all  others  for  the  although  it  was  represented  to  him  by  the  said 

extent  of  its  cultiTation,  as  a  gurdmf  not  council,  that  they,  as  well  as  he,  were  bound 

having  one^peCinit  of  wwultivaled  ground,  by  an  oath  of  secrecy ;  which  refosal  to  obey 

and  from  being  m  tht  sioK  JlmmMng  ttaU  the  orders  ofthe  court  ofdirectors  (orders  es- 

Ikai  a  comUry  ctmld  6c,  was  hy  the  inhinnan  pedally  and  on  weighty  grounds  of  experieoos 

mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and  the  ill  go-  pointed  to  cases  of  this  very  natnre)  gave  rise 

▼omnMnt  duriif  the  oonsequent  usurpation,  to  much  jealousy,  and  excited  great  so^i- 

rodoced  to  a  state  of  great  decay  and  depopi»-  eions  relative  to  the  motives  snd  groundi 

lation,  in  which  it  still  remains.  on  whkh  the  Rohilla  war  had  been  under- 

That  tbe  Eastplndia  company,  having  had  taken, 

reason  to  oonoeive,  that  tat  the  porpooe  of  Thai  the  said   Warren  Hastings,  in  the 

oonoealing  cnrrupt  transactions,  their  servants  grounds  alleged  in  his  justification  of  his  refi»- 

in  India  Inid  made  un&ir,  mutilated,  and  gar-  sal  to  communicate  to  his  ooUeaguosin  the  sn- 

bled  oommnnications  of  correspondence,  and  perior  council,  his  correspondence  with  Mr. 

■ometinaes  had  wboUy  withheld  the   saaae,  Middleton,  the  company's  resident  at  Oude, 

made  an  order  in  their  letter  of  the  SSd  of  was^guilty  of  a  new  oiSence ;  arrogating  to 

March,  1770,   in  the  following  tenour.-^  himself  unprecedented  and  dangerous  powers, 

**  The    goveniour    singly   shall  correnpond  on  principles  utterly  subversive  of  all  order  and 

with    the  country  powers;   but  all  letters,  discipline  in  service,  and  introductory  to  eor^ 

before  they  shall  be  by  him  sent,  must  be  com-  rapt  confederacies  and  disobedience  among  the 

municated  to  the  other  members  of  the  select  company's  servants ;  the  said  Warren  Has- 

oommittee,  and  receive  their  approbation ;  and  tings,  insisted  that  Mr.  Middleton,  the  com- 

also  all  letters  mkolsosver,  which  may  be  re-  pnny's  covenant  servant,  the  public  resident 

cetved  by  the  govemour,  in  answer  to,  or  in  for  transaetiag  the  company's  a&irs  at  the 

course  of  correspondence,  shall  likewise  be  court  of  tbe  soubahof  Oude,  and  as  such  reoeiv- 

laid  before  the  sud  select  committee,  for  their  ing  from  the  company  asaJaiy  for  his  service, 

information  and  consideration."— And  that  in  was  noother  than  the  qfidal  ageni  of  him  the 

their  instructions  to  their  gufeinoui^eueial  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  that,  being  such, 

and  council,  dated  90th  Mardi,  1774,  thof  did  be  was  not  obliged  to  communicate  Us  oor- 

repeat  their  orders  to  the  sasae  purpose  and  respondence. 

effect.  That  the  court  of  directors,  and  aAerwanIp 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  noi  a  general  court  of  the  proprietors  of  the  East- 
obey,  as  in  duty  he  was  bound  to  do,  the  said  India  company,  althcMigh  the  latter  showed 
standing  orders ;  nor  did  oommunicale  all  bis  fovouiable  disposition  towards  the  said  War- 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Middleton,  the  coos-  ren  Hastings,  and  expressed  (but  without  an- 
pany's  agent  at  the  court  ofthe  soubahof  Oude,  aigning  any  ground  or  reason)  the  hi^^hest 
or  with  Colonel  Champion,  the  commander-  opinion  of  bis  seiiiiuii  and  integri^,  did  una- 
in-chief  of  the  company's  foroes  in  tbe  Robilk  nimously  condenm  (along  with  his  conduct 
war,  to  the  select  committee;  and  when  after-  rehttiveto  tbe  Rohilla  treaty  and  war)  his 
wards,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  C6th  of  October,  refusal  to  communicate  his  vHioIe  eorrespon- 

1774,  be  was  required  1^  the  majority  of  the  dencewith  Mr.  Middleton  to  tbe  superior 
council  appoint^  by  the  act  of  pariiament  vf  coundl ;  yet  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 

1775,  whose  opinion  was,  by  tbe  said  act,  di-  defianm  of  tbe^opinimiof  the  director8,and  the 
reeled  to  be  taken  as  the  aetof  tfaevrbolecoun-  unanimous  opinion  ofthe  general  court  ofthe 
cil,  to  produce  aU  his  correspondence  with  Mr.  mid  East-India  company,  as  well  as  the  |>r»- 
Middleton  and  Colonel  Champion,  for  the  cedent  positive  orders  of  the  court  ofdirectors, 
direction  of  their  future  proceedings  relative  and  tbe  injunctions  of  an  act  of  parliament, 
to  the  obaeure,  intricate,  and  critical  trans*  has,  from  that  time  to  the  preeent,  never 
action  aforesaid,  be  did  positively  and  pertina-  made  any  cmnmunication  ofthe  whole  of  .bis 
dously  refuse  todeliver  any  other  than  such  corresp<Nidenoe  to  the  govecnourigeneral  and 
partaofthe  said  correspondsaoe  as  be  thought  council,  or  to  the  court  of  directon. 
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August,  177S,  infbrm  the  oouit  of  directors, 
n.  SHAir  AiAVif.  that  hs  fasd  been  eomptttedy  v>hiU  a  piiaorur 

m  Htmr  Aofuit,  to  grtmi  nmnudi  for  the  mr- 
Tbat,  in  a  soleom  treaty  of  peace,  oonelad*  rmtdtr  of  Conk  and  JWuAad  to  ihtm ;  and  it 
ad  the  16th  of  Augusti  1766|  between  the  appears,  from  sundry  other  minutes  of  their 
Kast-India  company  and  the  late  nabob  of  own,  that  the  said  gorerooor  and  council  did 
Onde,  Sfaoja  ul  Dowla,  and  hi^ily  approTod  at  all  timee  consider  the  surrender  above  men- 
oC^  confinned,  and  r&tified  by  Um  said  eom-  tioned  as  esCsrCed  from  the  king,  and  tmquu' 
pany,  it  is  agreed,  '*  That  the  king  Shaw  timalbl^  oa  act  ofvioleneej  which  could  not 
Allom  shall  remain  in  full  possession  of  Co*  aKenate  or  impair  his  right  to  those  provinces ; 
tab,  aadsudi  part  of  the  provinee  of  Illiabad  and  that,  when  they  took  possession  thereof, 
as  he  now  possesses,  which  are  ceded  to  his    it  was  at  the  request  of  the  king's  naib  or  vice- 


majesty  as  a  royal  demesne,  lor  the  support    roy,  who  put  them  under  the  counciPs  proteo' 
of  his  dignity  and  expenses."— That  in  a  s»-    fiof»;  that  on  this  footing  they  were  accepted 


parate  agreemmit,  concluded  at  the  same  time    by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council, 
between  the  king  Shaw  AUum  and  the  then    and  for  some  time  considered  by  them  as  a 


subadar  of  Bengal,  under  the  immediateLseGO*  deposit  eommitted  to  their  care  by  a  prince,  to 
rity  and  goarantee  of  the  English  company,  whom  the  possession  thereof  was  particularly 
tbe  fidth  of  the  company  was  pledged  to  the  guarantied  by  the  East  India  company. — In 
mid  king  for  tbe  annual  payment  of  twenty-  their  letter  of  the  1st  of  March,  177S,  they  (the 
siz  lacks  of  rupees,  for  his  support,  out  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  his  council)  say, 
revenues  of  Bengal ;  and  that  the  said  com-  ^'  In  no  shape  can  this  compulsatory  cession 
pany  did  then  receive  from  the  said  king  a  by  the  king  relesse  as  from  the  obligation  we 
grant  of  toe  dewanny  of  the  provinces  of  Ben-  are  under  to  defend  the  provinces,  which  we 
gai,  Bahar,  and  Orissa,  on  the  eipress  condi-  have  soprtticularly  guarantied  to  him."   But 
tion  of  their  being  security  for  the  annual  pay-  it  appears  that  th^  soon*  adopted  other  ideas, 
meat  abofve  mentioned  ;---that  the  East-Iiutia  and  assmned  other  principles  concerning  this 
eosqiany  have  hekl  and  continue  to  hold,  the  object    In  the  instmctions  dated  the  SSd  o( 
dewanny  m>  granted,  and,  for  some  years,  June,  177S,  which  the  council  of  Fort  William 
have  complied  with  the  ooiiditions  on  whidi  gave  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  previous  to 
they  accepted  of  the  grant  thereof;  and  have  his  interview  with  the  nabob  Shuja  ul  Dow- 
at  all  timee  acknowledged  that  they  held  the  la  at  Benares,  they  say,  that,  "  while  the  king 
dewanny  m  virtue  of  the  nwgnPe  grante,'-'  continued  at  Delhi,  whither  he  proceeded  in 
That  the  said  court  of  directors,  in  their  let-  oppositicm   to  their  most  strenuous  rem(«- 
teroftheSOth  June,  1769,  to  Bengal  declared,  stianoes,  they  shook!  certainly  consider  the 
"that  they  esteemed  themselves  bound  by  treaty  engagements  between  him  and  the  company  as 
to  protect  the  king*s  person,  and  to  secure  him  dissolved,  by  this  alienation  from  them  and 
ifae  possession  ofthe  Corah  and  lUiabad  di»-  their  interest;  that 'the  poesession  of  so  re- 
tricts  ;**  and,  supposing  an  agreement  shouU  mote  a  conntry  could  never  be  expected  to 
be  made  respecting  Uimo  provinces,  between  yieU  any  pn^t  to  the  company,  and  the  defence 
the  king  and  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  the  directors  of  it  mnst  reqnire  a  perpetual  aid  of  their  for- 
then  said,  "  that  they  should  be  subject  to  no  oes;"  yet,  in  the  same  instructions,  they  do- 
fiirther  claim  or  requisition  from  tlie  king,  eip  dan  their  opinion,  that,  ^  if  the  kipg  should 
cepting  for  the  stipuhited  tribute  for  Boogal,  mske  overtures  to  renew  his  former  conneo* 
wikh  they  (the  governor  and  council)  were  tion,  Me  right  to  reclaim  the  dielriete  qf  Corah 
to  pay  to  his  agent,  or  remit  to  him  in  such  and  JUuhad  ooaUnat  leiA  propriety  he  dieputm 
manner  as  he  might  direct."  erff'  and  they  authorize  the    said  Warren 
That,  in  the  year  1778,  the  king  Shaw  Al-  Hastings  to  restore  them  to  him,  on  condition 
lorn  who  had  hitherto  resided  at  Allahabad,  that  he  ehemld  renounce  hie  daim  to  the  annual 
trusting  to  engagements  which  he  hsd  entered  tnbute  of  twenty'^  laeke  of  rupees,  herein- 
jnto  with  the  Mahrattas,  quitted  that  place,  before  mentioned,  and  to  the  arrearej  which 
and  removed  to  Delhi ;  but  having  soon  quar-  might  be  due  ;-^thereby  acknowledging  ths 
relied  with  those  people,  and  afterwards  being  the  justice  of  a  daim,  which  tfkey  determined 
taken  prisoner,  had  been  treated  by  them  with  not  toconply  with,  but  in  return  for  the  sot' 
very  great  disrespect  and  crudty : — ^that,am<mg  render  of  another  equally  valid ; — ^that  never- 
other  instances  of  their  abuse  of  their  imme-  theless  in  the  treaty  concluded  by  the  saitf 
diatffpower  over  him,  the  governor  and  coun-  Warren  Hastings  with  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  ot 
dl  of  Bengal,  in  their  letter  of  the  16th  of    tlw  7th  of  September,  1773,  it  is  asserted,  thai 
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Uff  miywtj  (oMBiiif  the  kiag  Qkmm  Allii)  111117  todefeodityftttHe  reqouitioD  of  tbenid 
having  abandoned  the  districts  of  Conb  and  Shuja  Dowla:  and  if  1km  remote  situation  of 
IlUabad,  and  given  a  sunnud  for  Corah  and  Car»  those  proTinces  nuuie  the  defence  of  them  diC> 
rab  to  the  Mahrattas,  had  thereby  forfbitedhis  fienlt  and daagariKia,  owdi  more  was  it  adiffi- 
right  to  the  said  districts ;"  althouf  h  it  was  cult  and  dangeraiai  eatarprize  to  engage  the 
well  known  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  eompnny^  forae  in  as  attack  and  innvion  of 
had  been  so  stated  by  him  to  the  ooort  sfdireo"  tbe  Bohillasy  wtioee  oountry  lay  at  a  much 
tors,  that  this  surrender  on  the  part  of  the  iting  greater  distsnee  from  the  company's  frontier; 
had  been  extorted  from  him  by  Tiolence,  whiln  wUch,  Dov«rtktoless>  the  said  Warren  Ha*» 
he  was  a  prisoner  intbe  hands  of  theMahrat-  lings  agnsd  to,  and  nwlertook  at  the  rery 
tas;  and  although  it  was  equally  well  known  t»  tissewlMn,  under  pretence  of  the  difficohy  of 
the  said  Warrsn  Hastings,  that  thsre  was  no-  Mending  Corah  and  IlUabad,  he  sokf  those 
thing  in  the  original  treaty  of  1766,  whieh  provinoes  to  Shuja  Dowla.    It  did  not  reHevo 
could  restrain  the  king   from  changing  the  the  oompany  from  the  Si^snsrof  defeni&ig  the 
place  of  his  residence,  oonsequently  that  his  eomitry,  since  the  revennes  thereof  fu  exceed- 
removal  to  Delhi  could  not  onfiasion  a  flbrfei<>  ed  the  sub«i<fy  to  be  paid  by  Shuja  Dowla, 
ture  of  bis  right  to  the  piDvinoes  secured  tn  and  thesa  ravenues  jtstiy belonged  totheoom« 
him  by  that  treaty.  pany  as  kuig  as  the  oeuntry  continued  ondor 
That  the  said  Warrsn  HastingSi  in  the  i»>  their  protection,  and  weold  have  answered  the 
port  which  he  made  of  his  mterfiew  and  n»*  ezpsnoe  of  defcndi^g  k.    Finally,  tbtt  the 
gotiations  with  Shuja  ui  Dowln,  daled  the4th  sum  of  fifty  lack  of  rupees,  stipulated  with  the 
of  October,  1773,  declared  "that  the  adsunia-  said  Shuja  Dowla,  was  inadequate  to  the  fil- 
tration would  bare  been  culpable  in  the  hagheet  hie  of  the  country,  tbe  annual  rerenues  of 
degree,  in  retaining  possession  of  Corah  and  which  were  stated  at  twenty^^re  lacks  of  ni* 
Illiabad'/or  «*9  oihtrpmpoH  tkm  tkat^  pees,  which  General  Sh*  RobeR  Barter,  then 
nuJung  OS  admtof  b^  th»  ditfmi  ^iktm,**  eoaninader-in-chief  of  the  company's  forces, 
and  thetefitre  ha  had  ceded  then  to  the  ▼isier  affirms,  isas  csrftnn,  onrf  «M  ^mcrB<(y  ftnoimi 
fi>r  fifty  lacks  of  rupecfli«mMSttre,  (or  whioh  Uadmit^admM, 

he  had  no  authori^  whatever  from  the  king  That  the  king  Shaw  Alhui  received,  for 
Shaw  AUum,  and  in  the  eweution  of  whieh  some  years,  the  annoal  tribute  of  twenty-cix 
no  reserve  whatever  was  made  in  kiwr  of  the  laehs  ofrupees  dbove  nMntiiMied,  and  was  en- 
rights  of  that  prince,  nor  any  oaro  taken  of  titled  to  continue  to  receive  it  by  virtue  of  an 
bU  interests.  engagesaent  dellbentely,  and  fiir  an  adequate 
That  the  sale  of  theee  provinces  to  Shuja  consideration,  enteral  into  with  hhn  bj  the 
Dowla  involved  the  East-India  oompany  m  a  company^s  servants,  and  approved  <^  and  rati- 
triple  bresch  of  justice,  since,  by  the  sanm  act,  fied  by  the  company  themselves ;— that  this  en- 
they  violated  a  treaty,  they  sold  the  property  gagement  was  absolute  and  unconditional, 
of  another,  and  they  alienated  a  deposit  com-  and  did  neither  express,  nor  suppose,  any  case, 
miUed  to  tbeir  friendship  and  good  iaith,  and  in  which  the  said  king  shouU  forfeit,  or  tbe 
as  such  accepted  by  them ;— 4haCa  measure  of  company  should  have  a  right  to  resume,  the 
this  nature  k  not  to  be  defended  on  motives  of  tribute  ^-(hat,  nevertheless,  the  said  Warren 
policy  and  convenienee,  supposing  such  bbo^  Hastings  and  his  eouneil,  immediately  after 
tives  to  have  existed,  without  a  total  loas  of  pol^  seHing  the  king's  country  to  Shuja  Dowla,  re- 
lic honour,  and  ithaking  all  security  m  the  feith  solved  to  withhold,  and  setually  withheld,  the 
of  treaties  {  but  that,  in  reality,  the  pretencea  petyment  of  the  said  tribute,  of  which  the  king 
urged  by  the  said  Warrsn  Hastings,  for  seU-  Shaw  AUum  has  ntfVer  smce  received  any 
ing  the  king's  country  to  Shuja  Dowla,  were  part;— that  this  resolution  of  the  council  is 
false  and  invalid.    It  could  not  strengthen  our  not  justified  even,  by  tiiemselves,  on  princi- 
alUance  with  Shuja  «I  Dowhi ;  ahMa,  paying  pies  of  right  and  justice,  but  by  arguments  of 
a  price  for  apurohsaa)  ha  received  nofltvoor,  policy  and  convenience,  by  which  the   best 
and  inourredno  obligation.    It  dkl  not  fiue  tiw  founded  chums  of  right  and  justice  may  at  all 
oompany  from  all  the  dangers  attendin|f  eitlMr  times  be  setaside  and  defoatod.    "They  jud^ 
a  remote  property  or  a  reoaole  coanectien;  ed  it  highly  impolitic  and  unsafe  to  answer 


since,  the  moment  the  country  m  <gBS8tieo  bn-    the  draughts  ofthe  king  until  they  were  satis- 
came  part  of  Shnja  Dowk'e  donunions,  it  was    fied  of  his  amicable  mtentions,  and  thos%  of  his 


included  u  the  ooaspany's  former  guaraatea  af    new  allies."    But  neither  bad  they  any  reason 
those  doBBinions,  aiidin  case  «fin!«sioa,  the    to  question  the  king's  amicable    intentions, 


compaaf  ware  ohlagod  to  send  put  of  their    norwftshepledgedtoanswerfi)r  thoeeof  dm 
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lfUMttllM;hk  frMltnf  to  the  good  Iwtbof  "  that  tbo  oiford  which  fMo  w  the  dominion 

that  people,  and  rolyiqg  on  their  unietsace  to  of  Bengal,  annt  be  the  inetniment  of  its  pre- 

leinrtale  him  in  the  poseeseioB  of  hie  oapitftl,  aerration.  and  that)  if  it  should  ever  cease  to 

nifht  have  been  Bopnideot  and  inpotitie;  hut  be  oiini,  tne  next  proprietor  would  derive  his 

thene  menourea,  however  cuinoos  to  hiaienlf,  right  and  pooeeeaion  iroos  the  same  notaro/ 

indicated  no  enmity  to  the  English^  nor  were  dkarlir."    That  the  aaid  Warren  Haatings,  to 

tbey  productive  of  any  effeela  injurioua  to  the  anawer  any  innnediate  pwpoae,  adopU  any 

English  mtereata.    And  il  ia  plain,  that  the  principle  ocpolicy,howeTerfalae  or  dangeroua, 

laid  Warran  Haafinga  ^d  hia  oounoil  were  withaut  aaj  regard  to  former  declarationa 

perfectly  awnray  that  their  motivea  or  pretweaa  amde,  or  to  principlea  avowed  on  other  ooca- 

for  withhoidinf  the  tribute  were  too  weak  to  aiem  by  himaelf ;  and  particular!)'  tbat»  in  hia 

Juatiiy  their  eMductyhnving^priacipaUy  inaisiF  oeadnet  to  Shaw  AUus^  he  first  maintnined, 

ed  on  the  reduced  atate  of  thek  treaewy,  whidi^  that  the  ^ranta  of  that  prince  were  of  no  avail, 

aa  tbey  anid,  raw  Arid  il  imprattieaU*  l^at^ipfy  that  we  held  the  dominion  of  Bengal  by  the 

wiik  ihaes  jMymenfa.    The  rigki  of  a  cvediter  aword,  whichhebai  &baly  declared  theaource 

doaa  not  depend  on  the  dacuamtaacea  of  the  of  nfAC^  and  tbeiwrtura<  «ftar«cr  of  dominion; 

debtor;  on  die  coMracy,.  the  plan  ef  inability  whenaa,  at  a  later  period,  he  baa  declared,  that 

included  a  virtual  acknowledgemmt  of  the  debt,  the  aemieignty  of  the  fiunily  of  Shaw  AUum  ia 

ainoa,  if  the  eceditor'a  rtgM  were  denied,  the  fanveraatty  acknowledged,  and  that  the  oom- 

plaa  would  be  anpedluowa.  paayitaolfderiveaitaconatitutionaidominioo 

That  the  Waar^Imtia  oompany,  oaving  on  fiom  their  oatenaible  boimty. 
dmar  part  violated  ^m  ongagemeala,  and  n^ 

noniced  the  ooaditione  on  which  they  received,  ■ 
and  have  hitherto  biild  and  enjoyed,  the  d^ 

wamyof  Beakgal,Bafaar,andOriaBa,lraaBtha  OL    BENARSS. 
king  Shaw  AUum,  have  therein  fcrfeibed  all 

light  and  title  to  the  aaid  dewanwf  ariaing  pabt  i. 

from  the  aaid  grant,  and  that  it  ia  free  and  open  j^gja$  and  TiiUi  of  Ot  RajtA  of  Benam 

ta  the  aaid  king  to  reaoma  auch  grant,  and  to  ^                         j             j      ^ 

sr  ittoa^e«her~prineeeratafea;*-tfaat,  I.— Tsat  the  tenitory  of  Benarea  i«  a 


antwithstandiBg  any  diatiem  or  wealrnnaa  to  imitfvl^and  haa  been,  not  long  aince, an  orden- 

whieli  he  may  be  actnally  reduced,  has  lawftd  ly,  well  eultivaled  and  iaaproved  province ;  of 

antbority,  aa  aovereign  of  the  Bdogul  empire,  gieat  estteait ;  and  ita  capital  city,  aa  Warren 

ia  atiU  acknowledged  in  Indiav  and  that  hia  Haatinga,  Esq.  haa  informed  the  court  of  di* 

ipant  of  the  dewanny  would  auliiciently  mh  teetora,  in  hia  letter  of  the  £lat  of  November, 

ihorize,  and  materially  aaaiat  any  prince  or  1781,  ^  ia  kif^ly  revered  by  thenativea  of  the 

Statndmtmi^t  attempt  todiapoaaeaa  the  East-  Hindft  perauaaion;  ao  that  many,  who  have 

India  ooaapany  thereof^  rinoe  it  would  convey  enquired  independent  fortunea,  retire  to  cloee 

a  ri^  which  coald  not  be  diaputed,  and  In  theirdayainaplaoeaoeminmiUydistinguiBhed 

wUefa  nothing  but  foree  oonU  be  oppoaed.  for  its  sanctity :"  and  ho  fiirther  aoquauita  t)ie 

Nor  can  theae  opiniona  be  more  atrongly  tm-  direetoMk  **•  that  it  may  rath«Br  be  conaidered 

preased  than  they  have  been  lately  by  the  aaid  aa  the  aeat  of  the  Hindi!  religion,  than  aa  the 

Wairen  Haatinga  hiamelf^  who,  in  a  minate,  capital  of  a  provinco;    Bat  aa  ita  inhabitanta 

Tenotded  the  let  of  Deoember,  1784^  haa  do-  are  not  comfpoaed  of  HindOe  only,  the /ormcr 

dared  that  "  foJlen  aathe  houae  of  Tnmir  ia,  wealth,  which  flowed  into  it  from  die  ofleringa 

it  ia  yet  the  relic  of  the  aasat  illMatrioaa  lino  of  pilgriam,  aa  weU  aa  from  the  traneoctiona 

af  the  eaatem  world  ^-that  iU  mwrngntg  ii  of  eidiange,  for  wluah  ita  central  situation  ia 

mnaeraaUifodlmourfadgad,  though  the  aubatanca  adapted,  haa  attracted  nunbera  of  Mahoroo- 

ef  it  no  longer  exiata ;  and  tfant  the  company  dans,  who  atilL  continue  to  reside  in  it  with 

ilaalf  derivea  its  eonatitutional  dominion  from  their  familiea."    And  theae  cireumataocea  o» 

ita  oatensibte  bounty."  the  city  of  Benares^  which  not  only  attracted 

That  the  aaid  Warren  Haatinga,  by  thia  the  attention  of  all  thodiffiwent  deacriptiona  oi 

dackration,  haa  raneumfed  and  condonmed  the  naea  who  inhabit  hdoatan,  but  intereated  them 

principle  on  wUah  ho  avowedly  acted  towarda  warmly  in  whatever  it  might  auffer,  did,  in  a 

the  mogul  in  Um  year  1779,  when  he  denied  peeuliaa  manner,  require,,  that  the  govemour 

that  ibeoonnuds  or  graafea  of  the  mogul,  if  they  general  and  council  of  Calcutta  ahould  co»> 

mere  in  the  handa  of  amither  nation,  wouM  duct  themselves  with  regard  to  ita  rulers  and 

■rail  them  any  thing ;  and  when  ha  d««iared,  inhobitaata^  whan  it  heoame  dependent  on  th 
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eonfMvy,  on  cha  mottdlHiiigoithed  prindplet    all  pwdw."    And  th0  nid  Harper,  in  hit  let- 
of  good  faith,  6(]iuty,.aiodenttoay  and  mild-    ter  of  the  8th  October,  mO,  giTing  an  aocoimt 

nessi.  ^  of  the  imroititiire  afbraiaad,  did  exproM  him* 

self  in  theM  words :  **  I  will  leave  the  yoong 

II. — That  the  rajah  Bolwant  Sing,  late  rajth,  and  others,  to  aoqoaint  jou  how  I  have 

prince  or  zemindar  of  the  prorinoe  aforesaid,  omidncted  mjself;  only  thus  much  let  me  say, 

was  a  great  lord  of  the  Mogul  empire,  depen-  that  I  hare  kept  a  strict  ^e  not  to  diminish 

I  dent  on  the  same,  through  the  mier  of  the  our  national  honour,  disintereatednees  and  jus- 
empire,  the  late  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  nabob  of    tioe ;  which  I  wiU««ondude  has  had  a  greater 

Oude ;  and  the  said  Bolwant  Sing,  in  thecom-  effbct  in  securing  to  the  oompanj  their  vast 

menoement  of  the  English  power,  did  attach  possessions,  than  eren  the  fi»ce  of  arms,  how^ 

himself  to  the  cause  of  the  English  company ;  ever  formidable,  could  do."    The  president  of 

and  the  court  of  directors  of  the  said  c<mipany  Calcutta  testified  his  approbation  of  the  said 

did  acknowledge,  in  their  letter  of  the  S6th  HarpeHs  conduct  in  the  strongest  terms,  that 

of  May,  1768,  tlnit  Bulwant  Sing's  joining  os  is  in  the  following :  *^  Tour  <tisinterestednes8 

at  the  same  time  he  did,  was  otngiuU  ssroMe,  has  been  equally  distinguishable  as  your  abili- 

and  the  stipulation  in  his  fitvonr  was  what  he  tiea,  and  both  do  you  t^  greatest  honour.* 
was  justly  entitled  to  :"•— and  they  did  com* 

mend  "  the  care  that  had  been  taken  (by  the  lY.— >That  the  agreement  between  the  ra- 

then  presidency)  of  those  that  bad  shown  their  jah  and  nabob  aforasaad,  continued  on  both 

attachment  to  them  (the  company)  during  the  sides  without  any  Tiolation,  under  the  sanction 

war ;"  and  they  did  finally  express  their  hope  and  guarantee  of  the  East»India  company,  for 

and  expectation  in  the  words  following :  **  The  three  years ;  when  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 

moderation  and  attention  paid  to  those  who  being  then  president,  did  propose  a  further  con- 

have  espoused  our  interests  in  this  war,  will  firmation  c^  the  fnJd  grant ;  and  did,  on  the 

restore  our  reputation  in  Hindostan,  and  that  ISth  of  October,  1779,  obtain  a  delegation  tor 

the  Indian  powers  will  be  conyinced,  NO  himself  to  be  the  person  to  negotiate  the  same; 

breach  of  treaty  wiU  ever  haoe  wr  tanetum,"  it  being  his  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  report 

'  of  OctAber  4th,  177S,  that  the  rajah  was  not 
III. — ^That  the  rajah  Bolwant  Sing  died  on  only  entitled  to  the  inheritance  of  his  zemin- 
the  SSd  of  August,  1770,  and  his  son,  Cheit  dary  by  the  grants  through  Captain  Harper, 
Sing,  succeeding  to  his  rights  and  pretensions,  but  that  the  preceding  treaty  of  Illiabad,  thcnigh 
the  presidency  of  Calcutta  (John  Cartier,  literally  expressing  no  more  than  a  security 
Esquire,  being  then  president)  did  instruct  personal  to  Bulwant  Sing,  did,  notwithstand- 
Captain  Gabriel  Harper  to  procure  a  oonfir-  ing,  in  the  true  sense  and  import  thereof,  ex- 
mation  of  the  suooession  to  his  son  Cheit  Sing,  tend  to  his  posterity  ;^  ^  and  that  it  had  been 
'*  as  it  was  of  the  ^utmost  political  import  to  diflerently  understood'  (that  is  not  literally) 
the  company's  affairs ;  and  that  the  young  man  by  the  company,  and  by  this  administration ; 
ought  not  to  consider  the  price  to  be  paid  to  and  the  vizier  4uui  b^ore  put  it  out  of  all  dis- 
satisfy the  vmer*$Jealoumf  and  avarice.^*   And  pute  by  the  solemn  act,  passed  in  the  rajah's 
they  did  further  declare  as  follows : ''  the  strong  fkrour  on  his  succession  to  the  zemindary ." 
and  inviolable  attachment  which  subsisted  be- 
twixt the  company  and  the  father,  makes  us  V.— >That  the  council,  in  their  instructions 
most  readily  interpose  our  good  offices  for  the  to  the  said  Govemour  Hastings,  did  empower 
son.*'    And  the  young  rajah  aforesaid  having  him  **  to  renew,  in  behalf  of  the  Rajah  Cheit 
agreed,  under  the  memation  of  Captain  Har-  Sing,  the  stipulation  which  was  formerly  made 
per,  to  pay  near  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  with  the  vizier,  in  consideration  of  his  services 
as  a  gift  to  the  said  vizier,  and  to  increase  his  in  1764 ;"  and  the  government  was  according* 
tribute  by  near  thirty  thousand  pounds  annually  ly  settled  on  the  rajah  and  his  posterity,  or  to 
a  deed  of  confirmation  was  passed  by  the  said  hu  heirs,  on  the  same  footing  on  whidi  it  was 
viziertothesaidrajah,aud  bis  heirs,  by  which  granted  to  his  said  &ther,  excepting  the  ad- 
he  became  a  purdiaser  for  valuable  oonsidera-  dition  aforesaid  to  the  tribute ;  with  an  express 
tions  of  his  right  and  inheritance  in  the  zem-  provision,  **  that  no  mareaee  shall  ever  here- 
indary  aforesaid.  In  consequence  of  this  grant,  after  be  demanded."    And  the  grant  and  stipn- 
so  by  him  purchased,  the  rajah  was  solemnly  lation  aforesaid  was  farther  confirmed  by  the 
invested  with  the  government  in  the  city  of  said  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  under  the  company's 
Benares,  "  amidst  the  acclamations  of  a  no-  guarantee,  by  the  moet  solemn  and  awful  form 
merous  people  and  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  of  oath  known  in  the  Mahomedan  religion. 
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josflrted  IB  Um  body  of  tbe  doed  or  gnat ;  and  amooniiag  toBenam  lion  rupees,  23,71,656t* 

iba  said  Warren  Hastings,  stronglj  impreesed  12,  to  be  disposed  of  as  is  expressed  in  the 

frith  the  opinion  of  the  propriety  ol  protecting  following  article;  that  no  other  demand  6« 

the  lujahf  uid  of  the  injustice,  nudioa,  and  ava-  mads  on  Am  either  bjf  the  ntAoh  of  Oudtf  or 

rice  of  the  said  Shnja  Dowla,  and  the  known  thU  government  \  nor  ofity  kind  ofoMihonty  or 

&mily  enmity  subsisting  between  him  and  the  juriediction  be  exerdeed  by  either  within  the 

rajah,  did  declare,  in  his  report  to  the  council,  dietriete  amgned  to  him."    To  which  minute 

as  follows :  "  I  am  well  convinced  that  the  ra-  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  subjoin  the 

iah's  inheritance,  and  perhaps  his  life,  are  no  following  ob8er?ati(m  in  writing,  and  recorded 

longer  safe  than  while  he  enjoys  the  company's  therewith  in  the  council  books,  that  is  to  say ; 

protection,  which  is  his  due  by  the  ties  of  jus-  "  The  rajah  of  Benaretffrom  the  utuaiion  <^ 

tiee,  and  the  obligations  of  public  fiuth."  his  eomntrjf;  which  ie  a  frontier  to  the  provineea 

qf  Oude  and  Bahar,  me^  be  made  a  eervieeo' 

VI.— >That  some  time  after  the  new  oonfir-  bU  eUfy  to  the  eompany,  whenever  their  qffaire 
mation  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  year  ehall  re^re  it.  He  hoe  alwc^e  been  eonaider^ 
1774,  the  goTemoor^eneral  and  council,  which  ed  in  tiue  light,  both  &y  the  company  and  the 
had  been  formed,  and  the  members  thereof  ap-  sucfessive  menAere  of  the  late  eouneil ;  but  to 
pointed,  by  act  of  parliament,  did  obtain  the  mswre  hie  attachment  to  the  eompai^f  hie  inter* 
assignment  of  tbe  sorereign^  paramount  of  eet  mmt  be  connected  with  it,  yMch  cannot  be 
the  said  gorenmient  by  treaty  with  the  nabob  better  ^eqted  than  by  freeing  him  iotaUyfrom 
of  Oode ;  by  whidi,  although  the  supreme  do-  the  REMAINS  of  hie  preeent  vaeealaget  un-> 
mflum  was  changed,  the  terms  and  the  condi-  der  the  guarantee  and  protection  of  the  eom- 
tions  of  the  tenure  of  the  rajah  of  Benares  pony  ,*  and  at  the  eame  time  guarding  him 
lemained ;  as  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  could  againet  any  apprehennone  from  this  gooem- 
transfer  to  the  East-India  company  no  other  msfU,  by  thue  pledging  it*  faith  that  no  en- 
or  greater  estate  than  he  himself  possessed  in  croachment  thail  ever  be  made  on  hie  rights  by 
or  over  the  said  zemindary.  But  to  obviate  the  compoi^."  And  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
miy  miMoostiuction  on  the  subject,  the  said  ings,  on  the  5th  of  Ju^,  1775,  did  himself  pro- 
Warren  Hastings  did  propose  to  the  board,  pose,  among  other  articles  of  the  treaQr  rela- 
thatwfaateverprovisionmigbt  in  the  said  treaty  tive  to  this  object,  one  of  tbe  following  te- 
be  made  for  tlie  intareat  </  the  company,  the  nour :  "  that  whilst  the  rajah  shall  continue 
same  shoukl  be  *^  without  an  encroachment  on  faithful  to  these  engagements,  and  punctual  in 
the  jiut  rights  of  the  rajah,  pr  the  engagements  his  payments,  and  shall  pay  due  obedience  to 
matualfy  mbeieting  with  himj^  the  authority  of  this  government,  no  more  do* 

mande  shall  be  made  upon  him  by  the  honour^ 

y  11. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  then  able  company  of  ANY  KIND ;  or,  any  pre- 

having,  or  pret^iding  to  have,  an  extraordina-  tcjpce  whatsoever,  shall  any  person  be  allowed 

ly  care  of  the  interest  of  the  rajah  of  Benares,  to  interfere  with  his  authority,  or  to  distuih  the 

<Hd,  on  his  transfer  of  the  sovereignty,  propose  peace  of  his  cQuntry.**    And  the  said  article 

a  new  grant  to  be  conveyed  in  new  instru-  was,  by  the  other  members  of  the  council,  a** 

ments  to  the  said  rajah,  conferring  upon  him  sented  to  without  debate, 
further  privileges;  namely,  the  addition  of  the 

sovereign  rights  of  the  mint,  and  of  the  right  IX.— On  transferring  the  rajah's  tribute 
of  criminal  justice  of  life  and  death  ;  and  he  from  the  nabob  to  the  comnany,  the  stipulation 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  govemour-ge-  with  the  nabob  was  reived  on  the  proposi- 
ncral,  did  himself  propose  the  resolutions  for  tion  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself,  and 
that  purpose  in  council,  in  the  following  words,  expressed  in  a  yet  more  distinct  manner; 
with  remarks  explanatory  of  the  principles,  namely,  "  that  no  more  demands  shall  bo  made 
upon  whidi  the  grants  aforesaid  wmre  made:  upon  him,  by  the  honourable  company,  of  any 
namely,  kind ;"  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  jus- 
Minute,  tification  of  his  proposal  of  giving  the  rajah 

**  a  complete  and  uncontrolled  authority  over 

Vin. — "  That  the  perpetual  and  indepen"  his  zemindary,'*  did  enter  on  the  council  book 

dent  possession  of  the  zemindary  of  Benares,  tbe  following  reasons  for  investing  him  with 

and  its  dependencies,  be  co^/lrmed  and  guar-  the  same ;  strongly  indicating  the  situation  in 

antied  to  the  Rajah  Cbeit  Sing  and  his  heirs  which  be  must  be  left  under  any  other  circum- 

ibr  ever,  eubjeet  onhf  to  the  annual  payment  of  stances,  whether  under  the  nabob  of  Oude,  or 

ffte  rtveiMies  hitherto  paid  to  the  late  vieierf  under  the  English,  or  under  the  double  iuflu- 

ToL.  ni.— 8  F 


IM  JATIGUBB  OF  OHMUaS 


oTMh:  **1failt]i*  Mooritjor  lkU|MV^  «rtha  btontioMoTllMeiMnpMiytowuds 

ton  Hid  puMMwnni.  from  tbo  eampaay^t  pro-  uid  of  Um  true  mom  and  ooattniciion  of  tfao 

tactioii,  naybo  niC«d«i|ualConaiiy  Ueks  of  fraata  to  him,  Um  nid  njth,  to  be  oMde,  (Im 

nfW^twhkkftkaugkuiBedUkimtammlom  fo^nwui'  j^aaerd  (be  tho  mid  Wairaa  Hm» 

to  lt>  luuti  imwil,  vm  wfaeh  h$  it/lmdMf  bmmg  tiagi)  and  ooundl  did,  on  tba  £4ili  AogiMl, 

«ir  arhelm  of  imimbl§  oapmm i  in  feea  to  tka  1776,  iwtrMt  Mr.  Fowka, Ike remiMt  attka 

mittiatera  end  officera  of  the  nabob ;  in  the  rajah'a  <»art,  in  the  fcUowing  werda :  "  It  ia 

duunea  of  a  do«Me  eatabliafament  of  Tackeela  {nnopar  to  aaaora  liMrajafa  we  do  not  aaean  ta 

to  both  goTemnflBla  *,  inpraaeota  and  ohargea  iMcreaae  hu  trfhnte,  but  loreqaire  fromhimaa 

of  aecommodbtioa  to  the  nabob,  during  hia  reai-  exact  aom.    That,  under  the  ao»ereignty  fM 

dienoeatanjplnee  widnnthabondarteaoflua  the  company,  we  are  delennined  to  leave  Um 

temindary;  in  Atframdi,  tmUmttuMntB, ami  the  free  and  unoontroUed  management cfiha 

opvwmuntuMnimd  mthemmtwtd  <tiifieaf(y  ;  internal  goyemment  of  hia  country^  and  the 

braidethe  allowed  profila  of  dMoe  ofiloera,  and  collection  and  regniatioD  of  tlm  revenum,  ao 

the  adrantagea,  wtech^very  man  m  agcatfenn/  long  aa  he  adhatea  to  the  leram  n(  hia  engage* 

poweTf  cr  in  Aeen£t0fiit  might  mahi^tk$  lent ;  and  will  aerer  demand  any  angmfnffin 

nffOetkmmm  wMJinm,  andthediead  he  atood  tionoftheaonnal  tribute  which  amy  be  fixed.* 
in  both  of  tfie  dtaplearare  of  the  nabob,  mmd 

0mia.waffi>»dmdutU$witMigau£ngiuk,  XL^That  the  aaid  Wanen  Haatinga  «ad 

who  won  eM  oawwdtfrtd,  oithtr  in  their  froo&nt  the  oouncil-geoeral,  not  being  aataafied  with 

tkitiono  w  comwetiolWf  or  ih»  right  ^  ottoe$o»  havringinatracied  the  remdent  to  nmke  there* 

Aon  at  mombon  of  iUotaU  of  BmgoL    It  preaentation  aforeaaid,  to  remove  all  anapa* 

would  be  aoaree  pomiUe  to  enumerate  all  the  eion  that  by  the  new  granta  any  attempt  ahenU 

hmcufanicncea  to  which  the  n^  waa  liable  inaidiooaly  he  made  to  change  hia  ibcHMr  te* 

lahit/onMriimatieii,ortoeatimatethepr»-  nore,  did  raaohre  that  a  letter  ahould  be  writ* 

ciae  e^et which ftey  produced  on  km  imwiue,  tea  by  the  goreraour-general  fanaaelf  to  the 

aid  on  die  groaa  naaount  of  his  eipenne ;  bat  rajah  of  Bomrea,  to  bedeliTered  toMr.  Fowka 

It  may  be  eaatly  conceif«d,  that  both  were  tbo  reaident,  together  with  hia  oredeatiala  ^ 

enormooa,  and  of  a  naaire  tlte  moM  lilBely  to  in  which  letter  they  dedare  <*  the  board  will* 

haaen  the  profite  of  goTerament,  intead  of  ing  to  cootinue  the  grant  of  the  nemindary  tai 

adding  to  them.**    And  in  juatification  of  hia  him,fai  aa  fyU  and  mmpU  a  mummer  o»  ht  poa- 

propoaal  of  giving  the  rajah  the  aymbola  of  tooood  itfUm  fomwr  oov&rtigno;  and  en  haa 

aorereignty  in  the  power  of  life  and  death,  and  paying  the  annual  txibnte,  he"    And  in  ea* 

In  die  coioing  of  money,  aa  pledgee  of  hb  a»-  plaining  the  reasona  for  grmting  to  him  tba 

dependonee,  he  atatea  the  deplon&le  aitnation  mint  and  criminal  justice  they  inibrm  him,  that 

dTprinceanMlnoed  todependence  on  the  rizier,  thia  ia  done  in  order  **  that  be  may  poaaeaa  aa 

or  the  company,  and  ohtiged  to  entertein  aa  tmoomtroUod  andfroo  autharitjf  in  the  regola« 

BagKah  reaident  at  their  court,  in  the  follow-  tion  and  goramment  of  hia  senuadary." 
iag  worda :  "  It  ia  propoaed  to  receive  the 

payment  of  hia  {the  rajah'i)  rente  at  Patna,  XII.^That,  on  the  86th  of  February,  1776^ 

because  that  ia  the  neareat  provincial  atetien,  the  board  and  council  did  order  that  the  pro* 


and  becauae  it  would  not  fruatrate  the  tnten-  per  inatramenta  ahould  be  pn^ared  for 

Iba  of  rtnd&ring  dh«  ro)oh  nukpendent.    If  a  veyiagto  the  rajah  aforeaaid,  tlie  goveraaraiC 

reaident  waa  appoi^ed  to  receive  the  money  and  crhninal  juatioe  and  mint  of  Benarea,  with 
"  e,  a4lei 


aa  it  became  doe,  aiHiiiimiw,  oneh  a  reoidaU  ite  dependenciea,  "  in  the  uauf  1  Ibrm ; 

would  unavoidBbly  acquire  an  influence  over  ing  tho  conditionM  ofrieady  rooolvod  on  in  iho 

tie  rajah,  and  over  hia  countiy,  whidi  wouid  oovorai  procoodingo  of  the  fceord."    And  en  the 

ii  ^ocf  render  him  tnaoter  ofbo^,    Thii  con-  aame  day  a  letter  waa  written  to  the  roeidanft 

jaquence  migfat  not  perfaapa  be  brou|^  com-  at  Benarea,  aignifying  tbaX  they  bad  ordered 

|letety  to  pass  without  a  Mrmggle,  emd  many  the  proper  inatnimenta  to  he  prepared,  sped* 

^qipruU  to  eouncU,  which,  in  a  government  fying  the  torma  concerning  the  remittance  of 

tonnhuted  like  thia,  cannot  faU  to  ierminate  the  rajah'a  tribute  to  Calcutta,  aa  well    as 

agmnat  the  ntjah ;  md  iy  the  oontlrueHon  to  '*  the  eeveral  other  oenditienM  which  had  been 

which  hie  oppoiMofi  to  Un  agent  wmdd  he  tia-  already  agreed  to  ;  and  that  they  afaould  tor* 

He,  might  et^entm^p  draw  oa  Asm  aM»ere  r«-  ward  it  to  him,  to  be  delivered  to  the  rajah." 

alridieaf ,  oiid  redtm  him  to  Aa  moan  and  da-  And  on  the  SOth  ofMarcb,  followifig,  the  board 

proved  elaU  of  a  mere  xemindar.**  did  again  explain  the  terms  of  the  said  tribute 

X.— That  in  orderto  aatiafy  the  aaid  r«jah  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  director* ;  and  dU 


AQAomn  wAUisx  BAarmas.  in 


a«,'«lkit««Mirf(grnt  «r|Nl«iit)fcrUf    But th»  r-Mwrt,  oai^owmg  the wmi,  dM 

lonklMd 


(CWit  Sing's)  MMidvjr  ■hauld  be  lonkhed  tiwMvit  tht  eerenl  objeciictw  made  bj  the 

enChiet  mmd  A§  mmditmm  hqftn  agrmd  n^  UMrete ;  and  pertaoulvlj  lo  a  daiiee  ia 

Ike  DataoU  nade  in  dired  oeoindiction  to  the 
•agaganientfl  of  the  councU  ao  eoleouiljr  and 
XIII. — ^That  daring  the eome  of  tke  traa^  npealadlj  giren ;  by  which  daaiee  the  former 
albreaaid  ia  coaneil,  and  the  Tarioue  patante  an  dmhnd  to  U  muU,  That  on  the 
girentotfaeii^ahand  the  «ewt  of  repreeeaUtien  aibreeaid,  on  the  Mth  July,  the 
andfiandaiwil  praci  eeorelary  wae  ordered  to  prepare  new  and  pro- 
re  ined  with  rngaid  to  the  ajaAub  of  per  inrtmwenli,  eaaltta^  the  dnm  dteUarmg 
itttve,  which  enght  to  hntie  been  given,  lAe/vwerpotonif  to  ^  jhmO,  and  the  oaid  new 
and  the  Arm  of  the  deade,  by  whieh  the  Mid  patente  were  delivered  to  the  rajah ;  and  iha 
■wniadary  ought  to  have  been  ^iated{  lor  it  ethera,  which  be  objected  to,  ae  well  aa  thoea 
appeavi  that  the  original  deade  were  ei^Md  by  vhkh  had  been  dolivered  lo  him  originally, 
the  beavd  on  the  dth  Septeaaber,  177&»  and  wareretnaedto  thepreeidency.  Butaeithir 
trammttted  ta  Mr*  Fowke,  the  reeident  at  Iha  the  firstaet  «f  deede,nor  the  fraudulent  patent 
Vaeonrt:aadtbat,ontbe«MbefNaeam>  afcreeaid,  jior  the  aew  inatnimente  made  out 
foilowiiig,  the  coHrtof  directora  were  a^  on  the  oomplaant  of  the  rajah,  ^^—'^^'^g  the 
ited  by  the  aeid  Warren  Heatingeaadtha  aaceptional  worda,  have  been  inserted  in  the 
that  R^iah  CbekSing  had  been  in-  recoids,  although  it  was  the  partkuhu'  datv  of 
veated  with  Ihe  saaaiid  («harlers  or  patent)  the  said  Warren  Hastily  thatall  transirfioM 
ftr  hie  aeaundary,  and  the  kelkat  (er  nkm  with  the  country  powers  shonU  be  ftithfiiUy 
ef  inreelitnfie)  ia  all  the  pfoper  Ibnas.  Bat,  entered ;  as  wall  as  to  taka  cars  that  all  in- 
ns tha  Istef  October,  177&,  the  r^dfe  did  oeas*  struments  taosmitted  to  them,  on  Che  fiOth  of 
pkin  la  the  gavecnonr-geneial  a«d  eamicil,  tbat  the  oosqiany,ahouU  he  honestly,  candidly,  and 
db  bwllant  (er  robee)  with  whieh  he  was  to  be  fiiriy  executed,  aocordipg  to  ihe  true  intend 
invaetedaeeetding  totheir  order,  *^i»mU^tk$  aadmemii^  of  the  engpLgements  entered  into 
mmm  kmd  asthat  whidi  he  reestved  frcm  the  on  the  part  of  the  company :  giving  bv  the 
lata  viiier  on  the  lika  oeeasion."  In  rnaaw  (aid  complicated,  artificial^  and  fraudulent 
qnencii  of  the  said  coaqilaint,  the  board  did,  nanageoMnt,  as  well  as  by  his  said  <)miiling 
in  thair  letfterto  the  reeident  oTthe  11th  ofthe  '^^o  reovd  the  said  material  document,  strong 
same  mawth,  deeire  turn  ''to  meke  inquiry  reason  to  preeurae  that  he  did  even  then  m»* 
wspfrfiag  theaalure  ofthe  heUaut,and  inveat  diiato  to  nnke  sobm  evU  use  of  (he  deeds  which 
1dm  with  ens  e/'(A«saMM4er(oa  the  part  of  this  he  thuewithheki  from  the  company,  and  whieh 
It,  instead  of  that  which  ihey  for<«  he  did  afterwards  ia  reality  'mahe,  when  ha 


riy  deeeribed  to   him."    And  it  appears    Cwmd  means  and  opportunity  to  effea  his  evil 
higUy  probable,  that  the  iaetrunsents  whidi 


the  said  pabes  of  iiwaetilure 

end  diveoliene  of  Ihehoani,  and  the  fionjitiona 

by  tfwm  agreed  to;  as  the  rajah,  who  oeai-  PART  11. 

plained  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  robee,  did 

amke  na  complaint  of  the  iasudSciency  of  tha  pssiovs  or  mi.  hastivos  to  worn 

iasbnaneata,  or  of  any  deviation  in  them  from  sajab  ar  bxitasbs. 

tbeee  ha  had  formeriy  received  fr«m  the  vtuer • 

But  a  eafy  ^  dmp&oaU  ^ih»  $aid  dteda  er        I.— That  the  tribute  transftrredto  the 

seme  aMmner  sarr^pli*.  pany  by  the  treaty  with  the  nabob  of  Onde, 

!  V«  '"''  uiihkddjirom  tkt  ra*  being  i60,00(X.  ayear  sterling,  and  upwards, 

^Ihc  ■■eyaay,  amd  iieagr  loaf  frawtmil  without  any  deduction  wliatsoever,  was  paid 

ttiimilmmiat^f  dimtdMrt»  monthly,  with  such  punctual  eiactneee,  as  had 

BO  parallel  in  the  company's  dealings  with 

Xnr.^ — ^That  several  months  afrer  theasid  sny  ofthe  native  prinoee  or  with  any  eobject 

sattlemeot  and  invealiturei  namely,  on  the  16th  xemindar,  beinc  the  only  one  who  never  waa 

of  April,  1776,  (be  secretary  infbnned  the  oonrt  in  arrears ;  and,  according  to  all  appearance, 

that  he  had  pteparod  a  sannnd,  atbbolut,  and  a  perfect  harmony  did   prevail  between  the 

pottah  (thnt  is,  a  patent,  an  sgreemenl,  and  a  supreme  council  at  Calcutta  and  the  rajah, 

rent  roll)  forCboit  Sing's  zemtndary ;  and  But  though  the  rajah  of  Benares  furnished  as 

As  board  aidand  the  mine  to  be  aratrtadi  oocaaion  of  displeasure  to  tha  board,  yaC 
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fSim  appaan  that  the  aaid  Warren  Hactiagi  poy«,  to  Uraimd  and  mamtmnad  at  kit < 

Old,  at  some  time  in  the  year  1777,  conceive  J>ciue,*"andtbe8«idezpettse  was  estimated  at  b^ 

displeasure  against  him.    In  that  year,  he  the  tween  fifty  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
said  Warren  Hastings,  retracted  his  own  act 

of  resignation  of  his  office,  made  to  the  court        III. — That  the  said  requisition  did  sui^N»e 

of  dimciors  through  his  agent  Mr.  Macleane ;  the  eonMtnt  of  the  rajah,  the  Tory-  word  being 

and,  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  military  to  sup-  inserted  in  the  body  of  his,  the  said  Warren 

port  him  in  his  authority,  brought  the  divisions  Hastings's  minute;  and  the  same  vraa  agreed  to, 

of  the  government,  according  to  his  ovm  ex-  though  with  some  doubts  on  the  parts  of  two  of 

pression,  "  to  an  extremity  bordering  on  civil  his  colleagues,  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Whaler, 

violence.*'    This  extremity  he  attributes,  in  concerning  the  right  of  making  the  sante,  even 

a  narrative  by  him  transmitted  to  the  court  of  worded  as  it  was.    But  Mr.  Frands  and  Mr. 

directors,  and  printed,  not  to   his  own  fraud  Wheler  soon  alter  finding  that  the  rajah  was 

and  prevarication,  but  to  what  he  calls  "  an  much  alarmed  by  this  departure  from  the  trea- 

attempt  to  wrest  from  him  his  authority ;"  and  ty,  the  requisition  aforesaid  was  strenuously 

in  the  said  narrative  he  pretends  that  the  rajah  opposed  by  them.     The  said  Hastings  did, 

of  Benares  had  deputed  an  agent  with  an  ex-  notwithstandingthis  opposition,  persevere,  and 

press  commission  to  his  opponent  Sir  John  by  his  easting  vote  alone  did  carry  the  said 

Clavering.— This  &ct,  if  it  had    been  true  unjust  and  oppresaive  demand.    The  rajah 

(which  is  not  proved)  was  in  no  sort  crimi-  submitted,  after  some  murmuring  and  reaoon- 

nal  or  offensive  to  the  company's  government ;  8trance,to  pay  the  sum  required ;  but  on  die  ea- 

but  was  first  sight  nothing  more  than  a  proper  press  condition  (as  has  been  fimiueotly  assert- ' 

mark  of  duty  and  respect  to  the  supposed  sue-  ed  by  him  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  wid»- 

cession  of  office.    Nor  is  it  possible  to  con-  outany  contradiction)  that  the  exaction  should 

oeiveinvdiat  manner  it  could  offend  the  said  continue  6irt/or  one  year,  and  tkmdd  not  ba 

Warren  Hastings,  if  he  did  not  imagine  that  drawn  into  pneedent.    He  also  requested  that 

the  express  commission,  to  which  in  the  said  the  extraordinary  demand  should  be  paid  along 

narrative  he  refers,  might  relate  to  the  disco-  with  the  instalments  of  his  monthly  tribute  : 

very  to  Sir  John  Clavering  of  some  practice,  but  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not 

which  he  might  wish  to  conceal ;  the  said  Clar  so  much  as  pretend  that  the  instant  payment 

vering,  whom  he  styles  '^Attopponen/,"  having  was  at  all  necessary,  and  though  he  was  ur- 

been  engaged,  in  obedience  to  the  company's  ged  by  his  before-mentioned  colleagues' to  m<H 

express  orders,  iu  the  discovery  of  sundry  p^  derate  his  proceedings,  he  did  insist  upon  im- 

cuiations,  and  other  evil  practices,  charged  mediatepaymentof  the  whole:  and  did  deliver 

upon  the  said  Hastings.     But  although,  at  the  his  demand  in  proud  and  insulting  language, 

time  of  the  said  pretended  deputation,  he  dis-  wholly  unfit  for  a  govemour  of  a  civilized 

sembled  his  resentment,  it  appears  to  have  ran-  nation  to  use  towards  eminent  persons  in  alli- 

kled  in  his  mind,  and  that  he  never  forgave  it,  anoe  with,  and  in  honourable  and  fi^ee  depen* 

of  whatever  nature  it  might  have  been  (the  dence  upon,  its  government ;  and  did  support 

same  never  having  been  by  him  explained) ;  the  same  with  arguments  full  of  unwarrantabln 

and  some  years  after  he  recorded  it  in  his  jus-  passion,  and  with  references  to  reports  affeot- 

tification  of  bis  oppressive  conduct  towards  the  ing  merely  his  own  persimal  power  and  oon-» 

rajah,  urging  the  same  with  great  virulence  sideration,  which  reports  were  not  proved,  nor 

and  asperity  as  a  proof  of  presumption  6f  his  attempted  to  be  proved ;  and,  if  proved  fur- 

the  said   rajah's  disaffection  to  the   compa-  nishing  reasons  insufficient  for  his  purpose^ 

ny's  government ;  and  by  his  subsequent  acts,  and  indecent  in  any  public  proceedings.     That 

he  seems  from  the  first  to  have  resolved,  when  the  said  Hastings  did  cause  the  said  sums  of 

opportunity  should  occur,  on  a  severe  revenge,  money  to  be  rigorously  exacted,  although  no 

such  regular  battalions  as  he  pretended  to  ea« 

n.— That  havfaig  obtained,  in  his  casting  tablish  as  a  colour  for  his  demands  on  the  rajah 

vote,  a  majoriiy  in  council  on  the  death  of  Sir  were  then  raised,  or  any  steps  taken  towsnia 

John  Clavering  and  Mr.  Monson,  he  did  sud-  rabing  them.  And  when  the  said  rajah  pleaded 

donly,  and  without  any  previous  general  com-  his  inability  to  pay  the  whole  sum  at  once,  he, 

munication  with  the  members  of  the  board,  by  the  said  Hastings]  persevering  in  his  said  oou 

a  minute  of  consultation  of  the  9th  of  July,  rageous  and  violent  demeanour,  did  order  the 

1778,  make  an  extraordinary  demand,  namely,  resident  to  wait  on  the  rajah  forthwith,  and, 

"  that  the  rajah  of  Benares  should  consent  to  the  "  demand  of  him  in  person,  and  by  writing,  thn 

•stablishment  of  three  regular  battalions  of  ae-  fill  payment  in  specie  to  be  made  to  him  withm 


AGAINST  WARREN  HASTINGtS.  119 

« 

firo  days  of  •ach  demand ;  aikl  to  declare  to  der  the  comAnand  of  Major  CaiMe,  to  Benap 
bim,  in  the  oaiae  of  this  gorernment,  that  hia  ret,  that  meaaorea  nay  be  taken  to  oblige  yoo 
evading  or  neglecting  to  aocompliah  the  pay-  to  a  compliance :  and,  in  this  case,  the  whole 
meni  thereof  within  that  space  oTtime  ahould  bo  expense  ofthe  corps,  from  the  time  of  its  uaidi^ 
deemed  equivtUmto/an  ahmtbtU  r^fu$ai;  and  will  &1I  on  you." 
in  case  of  noncompliance  with  this  (the  resi- 
dent's) demand,  10c  penrnpiorify  ciyoin  you  /•  VI.— That  the  said  rajah  did  a  second  and  a 
rv^rom  from  aUJwihtrinUreotint  with  him  .*"  third  time  represent  to  the  said  Warren  Has- 
theaaid  Heatings  appearing  by  all  his  proceed-  tings,  that  he  had  broke  his  promise,  and 
ings,  to  be  more  diapoeed  to  bring  on  a  quar-  the  said  Hastings  did  in  no  manner  deny  the 
rel  with  the  prince  of  Benares,  ihui  to  proride  same;  but  did  in  contempt  thereof,  as  well  as 
■oaey  ibr  any  public  serrice.  ofthe  original  treaty  between  the  company 

and  the  rajah,  order  two  battalions  of  troops 

IV.— 'That  the  said  demand  was  complied  to  mareh  into  hia  territoriea,  and  in  a  manner 

with,  and  the  whole  thereof  paid  on  the  10th  the  moat  harsh,  insulting,  and  despotic,  as  if 

of  October,  that  year.    And  the  said  rajah  did  to  provoke  that  prince  to  some  act  of  reai»* 

write  to  the  said  Hastings  a  letter,  in  order  tance,  did  compel  him  to  the  payment  of  the 

to  mitigate  and  raolifyhim,  declaring  to  the  said  second  unjust  deosand ;  and  did  extort  alao 

said  Hastings,  that  liis  sole  reliance  was  on  the  som  of  tfiOOi,  on  pretence  of  the  chargn 

him, "  and  that  in  every  instance  he  depended  ofthe  troops  employed  to  ooeree  him. 
on   hia    &ith,  religion,  promisee,  and  ao- 

tiona."    Bat  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  VH.— That  the  third  year,  that  is  to  say, 

as  if  the  being  reminded  of  hu  &ith  and  pro-  in  the  year  1780,  the  same  demand  was,  with 

■uses  were  an  incentive  to  him  to  violate  the  the  same  msnaoes,  renewed ;  and  did,  as  b»» 

tame,  ahhonghhe  had  agreed  that  his  demand  fere,  produce  several  humble  remonatraaoea 

should  not  be  drawn  into  precedent,  and  the  and  submissive  complainta,  which  the '  said 

payment  ofthe  60,0001.  afereaaid  should  cow  Heatings  did  always  treat  aa  Crimea  and  offen- 

tinne  only  for  one  year,  did,  the  very  day  af-  oes  of  the  higheet  order  :  and  although  in  the 

t»  ho  had  received  the  letter  afereeaid,  renew  regular  subsidy  or  tribute,  which  was  montln 

a  dwmand  ofthe  same  nature,  and  on  the  very  ly  payable  by  treaty,  fifty  days  of  grace  were 

same  pretence,  this  year,  even  less  plausible  allowed  on  each  payment,  and  after  the  expi- 

than  the  fermw,  of  three  battalions  l»  6«  rais^  ration  of  the  said  fifty  days,  one  quarter  per 

ed.     The  ngah,  on  being  infenned  of  this  ro-  cent,  only  was  provided  aa  a  penalty,  he,  the 

qaisition,  did  remind  the  said  Warren  HaiN  said    Warren  Hastings,  on  some  short  do* 

tings  that  he  engaged,  in  the  kst  year,  that  lay  of  pa3mMnt  of  hu  third  arbitrary  and 

but  Mie  payment  should  be  made,  and  that  be  illegal  demand,  did  presume,  of  his  own  aD> 

ahouhl  not  becalled  upon  in  fiiture ;  and  plewt  thooty,  to  impoae  a  fine  or  mulct  of  10,0001. 

ing  inability  to  diadnu-ge  the  new  demand,  on  the  said  rajah ;  and  thou^  it  does  not  a|H 

declared  himaelf  in  the  following  words  to  the  pear  whether  or  no  the  same  was  actually  lo- 

said  Warren  Hastings :— "  I  am  therefore  vied,  the  said  threat  was  soon  after  followed 

hopeful  you  will  be  kindly  pleased  to  excuse  by  •»  order  from  the  said  Hastings,  for  the 

me  the  five  laoka  now  demanded,  and  that  no*  march  of  troops  into  the  country  of  Benares, 

thing  may  be  demanded  of  me  beyond  the  as  in  the  preceding  year, 
amount  expressed  in  thopottah." 

Yin.— That  these  violent  and  insulting 

v.— That  on  the  day  afUr  the  receipt  of  this  measurss  failing  to  provoke  the  rajah,  and  he 

letter,  that  is,  on  the  S8th  August,  1779,  he,  having  paid  up  the  wliole  demand,  the  aaid 

fte  aaid  Warren  Hastings,  made  a  reply  to  Warren  Hastings,  being  resolved  to  drive  him 

the  said  letter  ^  and  without  any  remark  what-  to  extremities,  did  make  on  the  said  rajah  a 

soever  on  the  allegation  of  the  rajah,  stating  sudden  demand,  over  and  above  the  ordinary 

to  him  his  engagement,  that  he,  the  said  m-  tribute  or  subsidy  of  S60,000<.  per  annum, 

jah,  should  not  be  called  upon  in  future,  ho  and  over  aoddiove  the50,000{.  extraordinary, 

says, "  I  now  repeat  my  dentand,  that  you  do,  to  provide  a  body  of  cavalry  for  the  serviee  of 

on  the  reeeipC  of  this,  without  evasion  or  delay,  the  Bengal  government 
pay,  the  five  lacks  oif  rupees  into  the  hands  of 

Mr.  Thomaa  Graham,  who  has  orders  to  r»*  IX.— The  demand,  aaexpreaaed  in  the  nria* 

ceive  itfirom  you ;  and  in  caae  of  your  refusal,  nto  of  consultation,  end  in  the  public  inatnitv 

bo  ■iwaann  the  two  batlnliona  of  sepoys,  on-  tions  of  the  board  to  the  rsaident  to  make  the 
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n^itk»,  k,  *<  lor  nch  part  dT  th«  ttTttky  by  lb*  Mia  WarroB  HMtinft  hhtMif  in  kk 

•merUiaad  in  his  lenriM  m  he  can  apare  f  narrativa,  liMi  in  no  part  thereof  ntlempted  to 

and  the  demand  ia  in  this,  and  in  no  other  men-  be  i^^»eeched,  is  nK>ra  worthy  of  credit;  that 

Mr  deecrihed  by  the  goveraour-genecnl  and  ia  to  aay, 

cotiDcil  in  their  letter  to  the  court  of  directora.  *'  With  respect  to  the  bonOi  yen  desired  me 

But  in  a  narratireof  the  said  Warren  HastingSi  in  your  letter  to  inlbrm  yon  what  number  I 

addressed  to  Edward  Wbelert  Esquire,  it  ap-  oould  afford  to  station  with  you.    I  sent  yoa 

pears,  that  upon  the  rajah's  msJEing  difficulties,  a  particular  account  of  all  that  were  in  ssy 

acoonUagtollierepresenlationof  UiesaidHaa>  aerrioe,  ansoanting  to  one  thousand  three  hua^ 

tings,  rslative  to  the  said  requisition,  the  cor-  dred  horse,  of  wiiMh  severml  wereststioned  at 

respondence  concfirning  whiofa  the  s«U  Hast*  distant  places ;  but  I  received  no  answer  It 

ings  hath  fraudulently  suppressed,  he,  the  said  this.    Mr.  Markham  delivered  me  an  oidsi 

Bastings,  instead  of  adhering  to  the  requis»-  to  pr^>are  a  thousand  horse.    In  compliance 

lion  of  such  cavalry  at  tk§  n^A  enUd  spars,  wi^  your  wishes,  I  coUeoted  five  Imwbred 

and  which  was  all  that  by  the  order  of  council  horse,  and  a  substitute  lor  the  remainder,  five 

ha  was  autboriied  to  make,  did,  of  his  own  hundred  burkundasses   [matchlock  nen],  of 

private  and  arbitrary  authority,  in  some  letter  which  I  sent  you  information ;  and  I  told  Mr. 

which  he  hath  suppresssdyinstmot  the  resident,  Markham  that  they  were  ready  to  goto  what* 

Markham,  to  make  a  peremptory  demand  far  ever  place  they  should  be  sent.    No  answer, 

fOOO  cavalry,  wfaicfa  he  well  knew  to  be  more  however,  came  from  you  on  this  head,  and  I 

than  the  rajah's  finances  coukl  support,  estimat-  remained  astonished  at  the  cause  of  it.    Ro» 

ing  the  provision  for  the  same  at  9$fiO0L  a  peatedly  I  asked  Mr.  Markham  about  an  an* 

year  at  the  lowest,  tbough  the  eipeMo  of  the  ewer  to  my  letter  about  the  horse ;  bat  he  told 

aame  would  probobly  have  been  much  more :  ana,  that  be  did  not  know  the  reason  of  no  an> 

which  eHravagant  demand  the  said  Hastings  awer  having  been  ssnt.    I  remained  aalon* 

eouU  only  have  made  in  hopes  of  provoking  isbed." 
the  rajah  to  aoosa  imprudent  measure,  or  paa- 

aisnale  reosoMtranoe.    And  this  arbitrary  de-  XU.— That  tbs  aajd  HastiagB  is  guilty  of 

mand  of  cavalry  was  asade,  and  perentptorily  an  hi^  offenoo,  in  not  giving  an  answer  to 

kiaisted  on,  although  in  the  original  treaTf  with  letters  of  such  importance,  and  in  ooarealing 

the  said  rajah,  it  waa  left  entirely  optional  the  said  letten  from  the  court  of  directors,  as 

whether  or  not  be  should  keep  up  any  cavalry  well  as  mnch  6f  hia  corresponlenco  with  the 

at  all:  and  in  the  mnnite  of  eoneultation  it  residents;  andmorepartieularlyinnotdireei* 

was  ezpreesly  mentioned  to  be  thus  optional ;  ing  to  wbit  place  the  cavalry  and  matchlock 

and  for  whatsoever  cavalry  he,  the  said  rajsh,  nen  akresaid  should  be  ssnt,  when  the  rajah 

shouU  furnish,  he  shouki  be  paid  fifleenrupeea  bad  declared  they  were  ready  to  go  to  what* 

par  nonth  for  each  private,  and  so  in  proper-  ever  service  should  he  destined  for  Uiem,  andat 

tion  for  officers;  yet  the  demand  sibreaaid  was  tarwards  in  maliciously  accusing  the  rajah  for 

made  without  any  oflTer  whatsoever  of  provid-  not  having  sent  the  same, 
ing  the  said  payment  scoording  to  treaty. 

Xni.^That,  on  the  Sd  of  February,  1781, 

X.— That  the  said  Hastings  did  soon  after  a  new  demand  fiir  the  support  of  the  three  fie* 
but  upon  what  ground  does  not  i^pear  by  any  titioos  battalions  of  eepoys  aforesaid  was  made 
minute  of  council,  or  firom  any  correspondence  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings :  but,  whilst  the 
contained  in  his  narrative,  reduce  the  demand  rajah  was  paying  by  instalments  the  said  ar- 
te fifteen  hundred,  and  afterwards  to  one  thou*  bitrary  demimd,  the  said  rajah  was  alirmed 
aand ;  by  which  he  showed  himsslf  to  be  sen-  with  some  intelligence  of  secret  projects  on 
sible  of  the  eztravaganoe  of  hia  first  requisi*  foot  for  his  ruin ;  and  being  well  apposed  of 
tion.  the  malicious  and  revengeful  temper  of  tha 

sakl  Hastings,  in  order  to  pacify  him,  if  poo* 

XI.— That  in  consequence  of  these  reqni-  stt»le,  offered  to  redeem  Imaself  by  a  large 

sitions,  as  he  asserts  in  his  narrative  aforesaid,  ransom,  to  the  amountoftwo  hundred  thousand 

the  rajah*' did  ofibr  two  hundred  and  fifty  horse,  pounds  starling,  to  be  paid  for  the  use  of  tha 

but  sent  none.**    But  the  said  Hastinga  doth  company.    And  it  appeara  that  the  sakl  alarm 

not  accompany  his  said  narrative  with  any  was  far  from  groundless ;  for  Major  Palmer, 

vouoher  or  docmnent  whatever ;  and  therefore  one  of  the  secret  and  confidential  agents  of 

the  account  given  by  the  rajah,  and  driivered  the  said  Hastings,  hath  sworn,  on  tlw  4th  of 

la  tha  oaal  Warren  Hastings  Umtel^  inssrtad  Dacenbsr»  1781,  at  tha  daaira  of  tha  anid 
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Wtrren  Ravtingi,  bdbreSir  BHjab  Inf«f,  ly)  w,^m  rfc  ■!—  .i  t^  — <|MiM^  ^>^  p4M>^»«f^^ 

lo  tbe  foUowing  efloct :  Umt  b  to  mj,  "  that  Mrf  in  Us  tntoM  toot  grmt,  mtd  tikt  c^mp^m 

the  said  Warren  Hastinp  had  toU  bim,  tho  i^'a  cai^ancMt  jwam^,  it  w«a  iboii^  « 

■aid  Palmer,  that  he,  the  nid  Hastings,  had  Bi«aaur«  of  polkj  and  jualica  ta  tuct  fipan 

rejected  the  offer  of  two  himdred  thousand  him  a  hurge  pecuniarj  mulct  fer  their  relief. . 

p<Hmds  made  by  the  rajah  of  Benares  for  the  The  sum  to  wludi  the  goTemcwur  deelared  hit 

public  service :  and  tiMt  he  was  resolved  to  resohition  to  extsnd  tlie  6ne»  was  forty  sr  fi^ 

emvertthefauUBeemwuUedbjfAMn^ahimtoa  laehs;  his  ability  to  pay  it  was  slated'as  a 

jntbUc  ben^,  and  would  exact  the  sum  of  Act,  that  could  not  admit  of  a  doubt ;  and  the 

iOOJOOOl.  as  a  Dunishment  for  his  breach  of  two  akernatires,  a«  which  the  goverooiir  d^ 

engagements  with  the  soveroment  of  Bengal,  dared  hbnself  to  have  resolved,  wwa,  to  the 

and  acts  of  misconduct  m  his  zemindary :  tmd,  heal  of  my  reeoUection,  either  a  ramoval  from 

if  tbe  rajah  should  absolutely  reftise  the  de-  hie  zemindaiy  entirely ;  or,  by  taking 


mand,  that  he  would  deprive  him  of  his  xemiiH  duXt  peasession  of  all  hia  forta,  to  obtain  out 

dary,  or  tranefor  the  sovereignty  thereof  to  tbe  of  the  treasure  depooiled  ia  them  tha  ahoit 

nabob  of  Oude."  gum  for  tbe  company.'' 

XIY.— And  Mr.  Anderson,  in  his  declam-  XT.— That,  in  the  deckratien  af  the  mU 

tiott  from  Scindia's  camp,  on  the  4th  of  Jan-  Wheler,  the  tiaae  of  tbe  oanversation  afota* 

nary,  1782,  did  also,  at  the  desire  of  Mr.  said  is  atated  to  be  on  the  eve  of  the  govei*- 

HasUngs,  depose  (though  not  on  oath)concem-  our's  departups,  and  then  said  to  ba  iwnftifna- 

ing  a  conversation  between  him  and  the  said  tial ;  nor  ia  it  said  or  wainuated  that  be  hnsvr 

Hastings  (but  mentioning  neither  the  time  nor  or  ever  heard  thereof  at  a  more  early  period ; 

place  where  tbe  same  was  held) ;  in  whidk  though  it  i^ipearsby  Major  Palnwr's  affidavit^ 

eonversation,  aAer  reciting  the  allegations  of  that  the  design  of  taking,  not  four  or  ftve^  biu( 

the  said  Hasthigs  relative  to  several  particulars  absohitefy  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  fof  tbf 

of  the  delay  and  backwardness  of  the  rajah  in  rajah,  was  otMnmunicated  to  him  aa  early  as  tba 

paying  the  aforesaid  extra  demand,  and  his  month  of  Jime.    And  it  does  not  appear  by  thn 

resolution  to  exact  from  the  rajah  *'•  a  conside-  dedarations  of  the  said  Wheler,  he  did  ever 

table  sum  of  money  to  the  relid*  of  the  com-  casually  or  officially  approve  of  the  measure ; 

pany*s  exigencies,"  he  proceeds  in  the  follow-  which  long  conoeabnent  and  lato  eommnuc^- 

ing  words :  "  that  if  he  (the  rajah)  consented,  tion,  time  not  being  allowed  to  bis  coJlea^ua 

you  (the  said  Warren  Hastings)  were  desi-  to  consider  tha  nature  and  oonaequenosa  qf 

roos  of  etUMUhing  his  potaetaionM  on  the  most  such  a  project,  or  to  advise  any  precaution 

ftrmanent  ami  eligikU/ootm^  j  but,  if  he  refus-  concerning  the  same,  is  a  high  ^mademeanoMy. 
ed,  you  had  it  in  your  power  to  roue  a  large  mm 

for  the  company,  by  accepting  an  offer  which  XVI.— That  the  said  Hastings,  having  fonn- 
hsd  been  made  for  his  districts  by  the  vizier.**  ed  a  resolution  to  execute  one  of  tbe  three  vi«- 
And  the  said  Anderson,  in  the  declaration  lent  and  aibitrary  resolutions  aforesaid,  naiiM- 
aforesaid,  made  at  the  request  of  the  said  ly,  to  sell  the  company's  sovereignty  over  Bih 
Hastings,  and  addressed  to  him,  expressed  nares  to  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  or  to  dispoaasas 
himself  as  follows :  "  that  you  told  me  you  the  rajah  of  hia  torritoriea ;  or  to  seize  upon 
bad  communicated  our  designs  to  Mr  Wheler  his  forts,  and  to  plunder  tham  of  the  treasure 
(his  only  remaining  colleague)  ;  and  I  believe,  therein  contained,  to  the  amount  of  four  or 
but  I  do  not  positively  recollect,  you  said  he  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  did  reject  tbe 
concurred  in  them."  But  no  trace  of  any  offer  of  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  tender* 
such  communication  or  concurrenoe  did,  at  edby  the  said  rajah  for  hia  redemption  from 
the  time  reforred  to,  or  at  any  time  ever  after,  the  injuries  which  he  had  discovered  that  tbe 
appcarontheconsultatiops,  asitoughttohave  said  Hasting*  bad  elandoatinely  meditated 
done :  axMi  the  said  Hastings  is  criminal  ibr  against  him,  ahbough  the  sum  aforesaid  wouki 
having  omitted  to  enter  and  record  the  proceed-  have  been  a  consUefabW  and  scaaoaable  aoqui- 
ing.  1  liat  the  said  Wheler  did  also  declare,  sition  at  that  time ;  the  said  Haatings  beiBg 
but  a  considerable  time  after  the  dato  of  the  determined,  at  a  oritieal  period,  to  risk  tbe  ax- 
conversations  aforesaid  that,  "  on  the  eve  of  istence  of  the  British  enipire,  latber  than  foil 
tbe  govemour-general's  departure,  the  said  in  the  gratifieation  of  hia  revenge  against  tho 
Hastings  had  told  him,  that  the  rajali's  offen-  said  rajah. 
MS  (not  stating  what  offences,  he  having  paid 
ip  all  tbe  demands,  ordinary  and  eztnordina-  XVa.^That  tiiafint  of  hiathran  iiplili*^ 
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• 

6d  proj«eli,  nuMljr,  tbe  depririiif  iIm  njah  their  eharaotfln,  aad  improrident  in  thoir  ai> 

of  his  tarritorie«|  wm  by  himaolf  considered  dersUndingi,  lu»  (kTooriteSi  and  hia  compan* 

M  a  meaaure  likely  to  be  producii?e  of  much  iona  of  hia  looaer  houra.    Theae  had  every 

odium  to  the  Britiah  goTonunent ;  he  having  cauae  to  dread  the  effect  of  my  influence  op 

declared,  whatever  opmiona  he  might  enter-  theira ;  and  both  theae,  and  the  relations  of  the 

tain  of  ita  juatiooi  *'  that  it  would  have  an  ap-  &mily,  wboae  viewa  ofconaequence  and  pow- 

pearance  of  teoertlEy ;  and  might  furnish  grounds  er  were  intercepted  by  our  participation  in  the 

wi^avpuraUt  to  tkt  ertdit  of  our  govemmeni,  administration  of  hia  affairs,  entertained  a 

and  to  hu  own  reputation  ^  from  the  natural  in-  mortal  hatred  to  our  nation,  and  openly  avow- 

fluence  which  every  act  <if  rigour,  exercised  edit/'  And  the  said  Haatings  was  well  aware, 

in  the  peraona  of  men  in  tkvaUdmtuatuna,  ia  that  in  case  the  nabob,  by  him  described  in  the 

apt  to  impreaa  on  those  who  are  too  remote  manner  afbreaaid,  on  making  such  purchase, 

from  the  scene  of  Action  to  judge,  by  any  evi*  ahould  continue  to  obaerve  the  terms  of  his 

denoe  of  the  facta  themselves,  of  their  motives  &ther's  original  covenanta  and  engagements 

or  propriety."    And  the  aecood  attempt,  the  with  the  rajah,  and  ahould  pay  the  compan) 

■am  of  monoy  which  he  aimed  at  by  attacking  the  only  tribute  which  he  could  lawfully  exact 

the  fortresses  of  the  rajah,  and  plundering  them  from  the  aaid  rajah,  it  was  impossible  that  he 

of  the  treasure  supposed  to  be  there  secured  could,  for  the  mere  naked  utd  unprofitable 

beaidea  the  obvioua  uncertainty  of  acquiring  righta  of  a  aovereignty  paramount,  zfford  to 

what  was  thus  sought,  would  be  liable  to  the  offer  ao  great  a  aum  aa  the  rajah  did  offer  to 

■ame  imputationa  with  the  former.    And  with  the  aaid  Hastings  for  his  redemption  from  op- 

ngard  to  the  third  project,  namely,  the  sale  pression.    Such  an  acquisition  to  the  nabob 

of  the  oompany'a  aovereignty  to  the  nabob  of  (while  he  kept  his  faith)  could  not  possiUy 

Ottde,  and  his  having  actually  received  propo-  be  of  any  advantage  whatever  to  him ;  and 

■ala  for  the  aame,  it  was  an  lugh  offence  to  the  that,  therefore,  if  a  great  aum  was  to  be  paid 

company,  as  presuming,  wiUxxit  their  authori-  by  tlie  nabob  of  Oude,  it  must  be  for  the  pur* 

ty  or  consent,  to  put  up  to  sale  their  aovereign  pose  of  oppresaion,  and  violation  of  public 

nghta ;  and  particularly  to  put  them  up  to  sale  faith,  to  be  perpetrated  in  the  person  of  the 

to  that  very  peraon,  against  whom  the  inde-  said  nabob,  to  an  extent  and  in  a  mannt/ 

pendence  dfthe  said  province  had  been  declared  which  the  said  Hastings  waa  then  apprehen- 

by  the  govemour-general  and  council  to  be  ne-  aive  he  could  not  justify  to  the  court  of  diroo- 

oeasary,  as  a  barrier  for  the  security  of  the  other  tors,  as  his  own  personal  act. 
provinces,  in  caae  of  a  future  rupture  with  him. 

It  waa  an  heinoua  injury  to  the  aaid  rajah,  to  — — 

attempt  to  change  his  relation  without  his 

consent,  especially  on  account  of  the  person  PART  III. 

to  ^om  he  was  to  be  made  over  for  money, 

by  reason  of  the  known  enmity  subsisting  be-  ezpulbioit  or  trk  aajah  or  bevakss 
tween  his  fomily  and  that  of  the  nabob,  who 

was  to  be  the  purchaser  ;  and  it  was  a  griev-        I.— That  the  said  Warren  Haatings,  bo- 

oua  outrage  on  the  innocent  inhabitants  of  the  ing  resolved  on  the  ruin  of  the  rajah  aforesaid, 

semindary  of  Benares,  to  propose  patting  them  aa  a  preliminary  step  thereto,  did,  against  the 

imder  a  person  long  before  described  by  him-  express  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  re- 

■etf  to  the  court  of  directors,  "  to  want  the  move  Francis  Fowke,  Esq.  the  company's 

qualitiea  of  the  head  and  heart  requisite  for  resident  at  the  city  of  Benares,  without  any 

his  station;'*  and  a  letter  from  the  Biitish  re-  oomplaint,  or  pretence  of  complaint  whats<^ 

■ident  at  Oude,  transmitted  to  the  laid  court,  ever,  but  merely  on  his  own  declaration,  that 

represents  him  "  to  have  wholly  lost,  by  his  he  must  have,  as  a  resident  at  Benares,  a  per- 

epprmnontf  the  confidence  and  affections  of  son  of  his  own  special  and  personal  nomma- 

his  own  subjects ;"  and  whose  distresses,  and  tion  and  confidence,  and  not  a  man  of  the  com* 

the  known  disorders  in  his  government,  he,  the  pany'a  nomination;  and  in  the  place  of  the 

Mid  Hastings,  did  attribute  solely  to  his  own  said  Francis  Fowke,  thus  illegally  divested  of 

bad  conduct  and  evil  character ;  admitting  al-  hia  office,  did  appoint  thereto  another  servant 

to  in  a  letter  written  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esq.  of  the  company  of  his  own  choice, 
and  tranamitted  to  the  court  of  directors, "  that 

fiany  circumstances  did  favour  suspicion  of  his        II.— That  soon  after  he  had  removed  dia 

the  nabob*i)  fidelity  to  the  English  interest,  company's  resident,  he  prepared  for  a  journey 

foe  nabob  being  aunrounded  by  men  baae  in  to  the  upper  provinces,  and  particularly  to 
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BtnvWi  in  order  to  emcnto  tba  wieked  and  ohwiftiicw  to  the  place  and  person  of  tlie 
perfidioKP  deaigne  bj  hUn  belbre  aaeditotod  and  said  Hastings,  but  which  the  said  Hastings  di^i 
eootrived ;  and  altlu>ugb  he  did  communicato  afterwards  groundless!/  and  maliciously  re- 
hift  purpose  privately  to  such  persons  as  be  present  as  an  indication  of  a  design  upon  his 
thought  fit  to  intrust  therewith,  he  did  not  eo-  life ;  and  the  said  rajah  came  into  the  piimace, 
ter  any  thing  on  the  consultations  to  that  pur-  in  which  the  said  Hastings  was  carried,  and 
pose,  or  record  the  principles,  real  or  pretend-  in  a  lowly  and  suppliant  manner,  alone,  and 
ed,  on  which  he  had  resolved  to  act,  nor  did  without  any  guard  or  attendance  whatsoever, 
he  state  any  guilt  in  the  rajah,  which  he  in-  intreated  his  favour;  and  being  received  with 
tended  to  punish,  or  charge  him,  the  said  ra-  great  stomneas  and  arrogance,  he  did  put  his 
jah,  with  entertaining  any  heetiie  intentions,  turban  in  the  lap  of  the  sud  Hastings,  thereby 
the  effects  of  which  were  to  be  prevented  by  signifying,  that  he  abandoned  his  life  and  Ibr- 
any  strong  meajiure ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  tune  to  his  disposal,  and  then  defMrted ;  tlie 
did  industriously  ooDoeal  his  real  designs  iirom  said  Hastings  not  apprehending,  nor  having 
the  court  of  diroctors,  and  did  fellaciously  en-  any  reason  to  appreheiid,  any  violence  what* 
ter  on  the  consultations  a  minuto,  deelaratory  soever  to  his  jterson. 
to  purposes  wholly  different  therefrom,  and 

which  supposed  nothing  more  than  an  amica-        IV.— Tliat  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  utmost 
ble  adjustment,  ibunded  on  the  traatieo  between     security  and  freedom  from  apprehension,  did 
the  ecmpany  and  the  rajah,  investing  hinMf    pursue  fats  journey,  and  did  arrive  at  the  city 
fay  his  said  minuto  with  "  fiill  power  and  au-    of  Benares  on  tho  ]4th  of  August,  1781,  some 
thority  to  form  nc^  arrangements  with  thera-     hours  before  lite  rsjah,  who,  soon  after  his  ar- 
jah  of  Benares,  for  the  bdUer  government  and    rival,  intended  to  pay  him  a  visit  of  honour 
management  of  his  zemindary ,  and  to  perform    and  respect  at  his  quarters,  but  was  by  the  sud 
such  acts  for  the  improvement  of  the  interest,     Hastings  rudely  and  insolently  foibid,  until  ha 
whi^  the  company  possesses  in  it,  as  he  shall     ahould  receive  his  permission.    And  the  said 
ikink^  and  eouMonani  to  the  muiuat  engag*-    Hastings,  although  be  had  previously  deter- 
sujUs  »ub$iMting  between  the  cmnpof^  andtke    mined  on  the  ruin  of  the  said  rajah,  in  order  to 
rafohi"  and  for  this  and  other  purposes  he  did     afford  some  colour  of  regularity  and  justice  to 
mvent  himself  with  the  wliole  power  of  the     his  proceedings,  did,  on  the  day  after  his  ar- 
eoimcil,  giving  to  himself  an  authority,  as  if  his     rival,  that  is,  on  the  15tb  day  of  August,  1781, 
acta  haul  been  the  acts  of  the  council  itself;     send  to  the  rajah  a  charge  in  writing,  whi<» 
which,  though  a  power  of  a  dangerous,  unwar-    thongh  informal  and  irregular,  may  be  reduced 
Tantable,and  illegal  extent,  yet  does  plainly  im-     to  four  articles :  two  general,  and  two  particu- 
ply  the  following  limits,  namely  that  the  acts     lar ;  the  first  of  the  general,  being,  "  that  he 
done  should  be  arranged  with  the  rajah,  that  is,     (the  rajah)  had,  by  means  of  secret  agents,  en- 
with  Us  consea/;  and  secondly,  that  they  should    deavoorod  to  ezcito  disorders  in  the  govern* 
be  Gons<Miant  to  the  actual  engagements  be-    ment,  on  which  he  depended:"  the  second, 
tween  the  parties ;  and  nothing  appears  in  the     **  that  h<k  liad  suffered  the  daily  perpetration 
minute  conferring  the  said  power,  which  did  ex-     of  robberies  and  murders,  even  in  the  streets 
press  or  imply  any  authority  for  depriving  the    of  Benares,  to  the  great  and  public  scandal 
rajah  of  his  government,  or  selling  the  sove-     of  the  English  name." 
reignty  thereof  to  his  hereditary  enemy,  or  for 

the  plunder  of  his  fort  treasures.  V.— That  it  appear*,  that  the  said  Warren 

Hastings  is  guilty  of  an  high  offence,  contrary 
III. — That  tho  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  fimdamenUl  principles  of  justice,  in  tfa« 
having  formed  the  plans  aforesaid  for  the  ruin  said  mode  of  charging  misdemeanours  witb- 
of  the  rajah,  did  set  out  on  a  journey  to  the  city  out  any  specification  of  person,  or  place,  or 
of  Benares  with  a  great  train,  but  with  a  very  time,  or  act,  or  any  offer  of  speeifiiBation  or 
small  force,  not  much  exceeding  six  companies  proofe,  by  which  the  party  dwrged  may  be 
of  regular  black  soldiers,  to  perpetrate  some  of  enabled  to  refiito  the  same,  in  order  to  unjustly 
the  unjust  and  violent  acts  by  him  meditated  load  his  reputation,  and  to  prejudice  him  with 
and  resolved  on,  and  the  said  Hastings  was  regard  to  the  articles  more  clearly  specified, 
met,  according  to  the  usage  of  distinguished 

persons  in  that  country,  by  the  rajah  of  Be-  VI.— That  the  two  specified  articles  relate 
nnros  with  a  very  great  attendance,  both  in  to  certain  delays :  the  first,  with  regard  to  pay- 
boato  and  on  shore,  which  attendencehe  did  meat  of  the  sums  of  money  unjustly  ejuiried 
apparently  intend  as  a  mark  of  honour  and     as  aforesaid  :  and  theteoond,'thenoo-compli- 
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Mwe  with  a  raqinution  of  cavalry ;  whidi  ira»«    you."    And  in  llie  said  answer,  the  mid  rajah 
fompliance  the  said  Haitittg*  (ovm  if  the  nid     compbined,  hut  in  the  most  modest  terms,  ol 


charges  had  b«en  founded)  did  falsely,  and  in  an  injury  to  him  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
contradiction^to  all  law,  affins  and  maintain  criminal  nature,  in  transactions  of  such  mo- 
(in  his  accuaaiioa  against  tho  rajah^  and  ad<  ment,  namely,  his  not  receiving  any  answer 
dressing  himself  to  him)  *'  to  amount  to  a  dwed  to  his  letters  and  petitions ;  and  concluded  in 
charge  of  disaffection  and  in/iddity  to  the  tha  fbllowinf  words :  **  I  have  never  swerved 
govemmont  on  which  you  depend."  And  flir*  in  the  smsUesi  degree  from  my  duty  to  you, 
ther  proceeded  as  follows  :  *^  I  therefore  judg*  It  remainB  with  you  to  decide  on  all  these  mat- 
ed it  proper  to  sute  them  (tho  said  charges)  tars.  I  am  in  every  case  your  stave.  What 
thus  fUliy  to  you  in  writing,  and  to  rofiora  is  just  I  have  represented  to  you.  May  your 
Your  answer ;  and  thU  I  expect  tmuMdiolefy.*^  prosperity  increase  !** 
That  the  said  Hastinga,  slating  his  {uretendad 

Caota  to  amount  to  a  oharge  of  the  nalnra  (an  VIII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  wa« 

be  would  have  it  undsrslood)  of  high  treason,  hound,  hy  the  essential  principles  of  natural 

and  therffon  calling  for  antrnmsdiafs  anawer,  Justice,  to  attend  to  the  claim  made  by  the  ra<- 

did  wilfully  act  against  the  rules  of  natural  jus-  jah  to  a  &]r  and  impartial  trial  and  inquiry  inta 

tioe,  which  requirea  thai  a  oonvenient  time  the  matter  of  accusation  brought  against  him 

•bould  be  given  to  answer,  proportiened  to  tha  by  the  said  Hastings,  at  a  time  and  place, 

greatness  of  the  odVuice  alleged,  and  the  heavy  whidi  fumMied  all  proper  materials,  and  thi 

penalties  whicb  attend  it;  and  when  he  did  presence  of  all  necessary  vritnesscs;  but  the 

arrogate  to  himself  a  right  both  to  charge  and  said  Hastings,  instead  of  instituting  the  said 

t»  judge  in  his  own  person,  he  ou^  to  have  al-  inquiry,  and  granting  trial,  did  receive  an 

lowed  the  rajah  full  opportunity  for  conferring  humble  request  for  justice  from  a  great  prince 

with  his  ministers,  his  doctors  of  law,  and  his  as  afresh  offence,  and  a  personal  insult  to  him- 

acoountants,  on  the  foeta  charged,  and  on  the  aelf ;  and  did  conceive  a  violent  passion  of 

criminality  inferred  in  the  said  accusation  of  anger,  and  a  strong  resentment  thereat,  de- 

disloyalty  and  dissstisftrtion,  or  offences  of  daring,  that  he  did  consider  the  said  answer 

thai  quality.  as  not  only  unsatisfsctory  in  substance,  but 

ofiensive  in  style.  '*  This  answer  you  will 
VII.— That  the  said  rajah  did,  under  tha  perceive  to  be  not  only  unsatisfactory  in  suIh 
inessure  of  the  disadvantages  aforesaid,  deli*  stance  but  offensive  in  style ;  and  less  a  vin- 
ver  in,  upon  the  veiy  evening  of  the  day  of  tiie  dieation  of  himself  than  a  recrimination  on  me. 
charge  a  full,  oomplete,  and  specific  answer  to  It  expresses  no  concern  for  the  causes  of 
tho  two  articles  therein  specified ;  and  did  al-  complaint  contained  in  my  letter,  or  desire  to 
lege,  and  offer  proof,  that  the  whole  of  the  ex-  atone  for  them,  nor  the  smallest  mtention  to 
traordanary  demands  of  the  said  Hastings  had  pursue  a  diflbrent  line  of  conduct.  An  answer 
been  actually  long  before  paid  and  dischu'ged ;  couched  nearly  in  terms  of  defiance  to  requi* 
and  did  state  a  proper  defence  with  regard  to  sitions  of  so  serious  a  nature,  I  could  not  but 
the  cavalry,  even  supposing  him  bound  (when  consider  as  a  ttnmg  indieaiion  of  that  tpirii  of 
he  was  not  bound)  to  fismiah  any.  And  the  mdepei^imey  which  the  rajah  has  for  some 
said  rajah  did  make  a  direct  deni^  of  the  truth  years  past  assumed,  and  of  which  indeed  I  had 
of  the  two  general  articles,  and  did  explain  early  observed  other  manifest  symtoms,  both 
himself  on  the  same  in  as  satisfhctory  a  man-  before  and  fipom  the  instant  of  my  arrival.^—- 
oer,  and  as  fully  as  their  nature  could  permit  \  Which  representation  is  altogether,  and  in  all 
offering  to  enter  into  immediate  detail  of  the  parts  thereof,  groundless  and  injurious ;  as  tho 
points  in  isaue  belareen  him  and  the  said  substance  of  the  answer  is  a  justification  pro- 
Bastings,  in  the  remarkable  wonis  following;  per  to  be  pleaded,  and  the  style,  if  in  anj 
*  My  enemisfl,  with  a  view  to  my  ruia,  have  thing  exceptionable,  it  is  in  its  extreme  hu- 
made  false  representations  to  you.  Now  that,  mility,  resulting  rather  from  an  unmanly  and 
hoffibf  fer  «m,  you  have  yourself  arrived  at  abject  spirit,  than  fixmi  any  thing  of  an  offen- 
tbis  place,  you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  all  the  sive  liberty  ;  but  being  reoeived  as  disrespect- 
eirciunstancea;  first,  relative  to  the  horse;  fill  by  the  said  Hastings,  it  abundantly  indi- 
secondly,  to  my  people  going  to  Calcutta;  eatesthetyrannicalarroganceof  the  said  Haa- 
and,  thirdly,  the  datea  of  the  reoeipta  of  the  tings,  and  the  depression  into  which  the  oativet 
particular  sums  above  mentioned.  Tou  will  are  aunk  under  the  British  government, 
then  know  whether  I  have  amused  you  vritha 
blso  repressntatioii,  or  made  a  juat  report  to  DC. — That  the  sud  Warren  Hastings,  pm« 
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fwdfaig  tD  kttM  bMB  n«eh  iliTiri  at  tk»  o^  ori^  oTIh*  oAn,  and  UaMtf 
ftaarra  tsngaage  oTdwsaid  riiftb*s  defence,  jrtnir  nrmptwitTa  tnd  ftrpTuwtw 
and  el  ceriabi  aBpeanBcee  of 


n 


^^ac  he  had  oheerred,  aot  only  on  fcrawir  X.— That  a  furllMr  order  wae  girca,  that 
oeeasktMl  hat  aiace  hie  arrival  at  BwiarHB  every  rervaat  oftherajali ahouki  he  disanned. 
(where  he  had  been  hut  little  more  thaa  oae    aodacertaiDmndMroDly  left  to  attend 


dby)  and  which  appearancee  he  never  has  rpe-    under  a  atriet  watch.    In  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
dfied  n  any  one  inetaaee,  did  asaert  that  he    after  thie  ceMvenation,  two  coaapaniee  of  ere- 


himeelf  indtapeneaUy  oMiged  to  nadier  eepoye  were  eeot  to  the  rajah'i  place 

adopt  eome  decisive  plan ;  and  without  any  hy  the  raid  Haetingi ;  aod  the  rajah  being  dia- 

father  iaquiiy  or  renenltatiea  (wfaieh  appeare)  aMyed  ^    thia  uaoKpected  and  unprovoked 

with  any  penon,  did,at  ten  o'dedc  of  the  very  tieaf  ent,  wrote  two  ahort  lettata  or  petitioM 


Hgbt  oil  which  he  received  the  befere  meu      to  tlia  laid  Haatingi,  under  the  greatest  ap- 
tioned  fall  and  aariaftctory,  aa  well  ae  anbwis-    paiem  dejection  at  the  outrage  and  diihdnoar 


aive  aaewtr,aiiidaa  order  lo tlie  Britiah  rati-    he  had suifrered in  theeyeaof  hia  aulyecta,  (all 
dent  (than  being  a  public  nnnirter  repiiniMt      imprieoiunent  of  peraona  of  rank  being  heU 


ing  the  British  gwisuuient  at  the  court  of  the  in  that  country  as  a  nark  of  indelible  iaiamy ; 
aald  rajah,  and  as  such  bound  by  the  law  of  and  he  also  in  aU  probabiUty  considering  his 
nations  to  respect  <be  prince  at  wfaoae  court  ia^irisonnMOt  aa  a  prelude  lothe  takii^  away 
he  was  rMideat,  and  aot  to  attempt  any  thing  his  life)  aod  in  the  first  of  the  said  petitions  he 
against  his  person  or  state ;  aod  who  ought  did  egress  himeelf  in  this  manner:  "What- 
not therefere  to  have  been  ohceen  by  the  said  ever  may  be  your  pleasure,  do  it  with  your  own 
Bastings,  and  oompeUed  to  ssrve  in  thatbuai-  hands ;  I  am  your  slave.  What  occasion  can 
ncBa)tlMi|besbouU  on  thonsnt  morning  arreat  there  be  fer  a  guard  7"  AndintbeothWi ''nsy 
the  mid  prince  in  his  placa»  aod  keep  him  in  honour  was  bestowed  upon  meby  your  high- 
bm  custody  until  farther  orders ;  which  said  acss.  Itdepondson  you  alone  to  takeaway,  or 
Older  being-conceived  m  the  meet  peremptoiy  not  to  take  away  tbecountiy  out  of  my  hands, 
terms,  the  lajah  was  put  imder  arreet,  with  a  In  case  my  honour  is  not  left  to  om,  bow  shaK 
gnard  ofabout  thirty  orderly  eepoya,  with  their '  I  be  equal  to  the  business  of  the  government? 
swords  drawn;  and  the  particoUrs  thsreef  Whoerer,  with  hia  handa  in  a  supplicating 
were  reported  to  him  as  follows :  posture,  is  ready  with  his  life  and  property, 

what  aecemity  can  there  be  for  him  (o  be  deah 

^^o9outLAMiM  am,  with  in  this  way  T* 

*t  I  dijs  morning,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders  of  last  ni^  proceeded  with  a  few  of  my  XI.-«  That  according  to  the  aaidHasting^s 
ordertiea,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Stalker  narrative  of  this  transaction,  he,  the  said  Has- 
te Shewalla  Ghaut,  the  presmif  residence  of  tings,  on  account  of  the  apparent  despondsncy, 
Rajah  Cheit  8ing,  and  acquainted  him  it  was  in  wbkfa  these  letters  were  written,  *<  thought 
your  pleasare  ho  should  consider  himself  in  it  ncoissavy  to  give  him  some  encouragement;" 
arrest ;  that  he  should  order  lus  people  to  be-  and  therefore  wrote  him  a  note  of  a  few  lines, 
have  in  a  quiet  and  orderly  manner,  for  that  careleaBly  and  haughtily  expreesed,  and  little 
any  attempt  to  nmme  wemld  be  mUaiidid  wUk  cahMlated  to  relieve  him  from  his  uneasinem, 
kit  mtn  dMftvefion.  The  rq^eA  mtenllsd  promising  to  aend  to  him  a  person  to  eiplain 
fidetfy  to  tile  omse,  and  assured  me,  that  particulars;  and  desiring  him  "to  set  his  nund 
whatever  were  your  orders,  he  was  ready  im-  at  rmt,  and  aot  to  conceive  any  terrour  or  ap- 
pticitly  to  obey  i  he  hoped  that  you  wonkt  al-  prehensioa."  To  which  an  answer  of  great 
bw  him  a  anteiJCtnec ;  butaa  for  Aissssmdn-  humility  and  dejection  waa  received. 
i3f,  JUs/wti,  end  his  freaiurr,  Ae  umt  reo^  to 

imf  Chtm  m  yeur/Ml,  midki»ltfe  ifrw^pML.  XII.— That  the  report  of  the  rajah*s  arrest 
He  eapimuetl  hismelf  nnieh  hurt  at  the  igao-  dideauee  a  great  alarm  in  thecity,  in  the  sub- 
miny,  which  he  aflbms  must  be  the  conae-  urbs  of  which  the  rajah's  palace  is  situcted, 
qnence  of  hie  confaiement ;  and  entrmted  am  and  in  the  adjacent  country.  The  people  were 
to  return  to  you  with  the  foregoing  subsusaion,  filled  with  dismay  and  angsr  at  the  outrage  and 
hoping  that  you  would  make  allowances  for  his  indignity  offered  to  a  prince,  under  whoee  go- 
youth  and  ineiperieneo,  and  in  conaidoration  vemment  they  enjoyed  much  ease  and  bappi- 
of  his  fother's  name  release  him  from  hie  con-  nasa«  Under  t^nse  circumstances,  the  rvjah 
fawmenl,  as  soon  as  he  should  prove  the  sin-  desired  leave  to  perform  hia  ablutions;  which 
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WIS  roftnad,  uahn  he  tent  for  wftter,  atwl  pw.  f^tvinns  <  «aid  by  tlw  nid  HMtimgi  to  be  inde- 

fermed  that  ceremony  on  the  epvU    Thie  he  fmiie  and  unapplied)  of  fidelity :  but  the  mid 

did.    And  soon  aAer,  some  of  the  itoople,  who  Wuren  Heatings)  though  boiuid  by  his  duty 

now  began  to  surround  the  palace  in  oonside-  to  heer  the  said  rajah,  and  lo  prereot  extre- 

rable  numbers,  attempting  to  forco  their  way  mitiee  if  possible,  being  filled  with  insolence 

into  the  paUoe,  a  British  officer,  rommanding  and  malice,  did  not  thin^  it "  6eooin»i^or  him 

the  guard  upon  the  rajah,  struck  one  of  them  to  make  any  reply  to  it ;  and  that  he  tkmtght 

with  his  sword.    The  people  grew  more  and  he  ordered  the  bearer  of  the  letter  to  be  told 

more  irritated  ;  but  a  message  being  sent  fix>m  that  it  rsyiiared  notuJ' 
the  rajah  to  appease  them,  they  continued,  on 

this  interposition,  for  a  while  quiet.    Then        XIV.^That  this  letter  of  submission  faav- 

the  rajah  retired  to  a  sort  of  stone  payilion  or  ing  been  receired,  the  said  rajah,  not  disoour- 

bastion,  to  perform  his  detotionc,  the  guard  of  eged  or  proroked  fit>m  using  every  attempt 

sepoys  attending  him  in  this  act  of  religion,  towards  peace«nd  reconciliation,  did  againap- 

Tn  thie  mean  time,  a  person  of  the  meanest  stai-  p^ft  on  ^  ^^y  morning  lblk>wing,  to  Ridiard 

tion,  called  a  chudbor,  at  best  answering  to  our  Johnson,  Esquire,  for  his  interposition,  but  to 

common  beadle  or  tipstaff,  was  rent  with  a  bo  purpose ;  and  did  likewise,  with  as  little 

message  (of  what  nature  does  not  api^ar)  (rom  effect,  send  a  message  to  CantA  Babu,  native 

Mr.  HastingB,  or  the  resident,  to  (he  prince  steward  and  confidential  agent  <^  the  said 

under  arrest ;  and  this  base  person,  without  Hastings,  which  was  afterwards  reduced  into 

regard  to  the  rank  of  the  prisoner,  or  to  his  writing,  "to  exculpate  iiimself  firom  any  con- 

then  occupation,  addreesed  him  ina  rude,  bois-  cem  in  what  had  passed,  and  to  proAies  hitf 

terous  manner, "  passionately  and  insultingw  obedience  to  his  wiU  (Hastings's)  in  whattne* 

ly,"  (as  the  said  rmjah  has  without  cootradio-  way  he  shouU  dictate."    But  the  said  Hasi< 


tioo  asserted)  **  and^  reviling  him  with  a  loud  inge»  (or  several  ftlse  and  contradictory 

voice,  gave  both  him  and  his  people  the  vilest  eons  by  him  assigned,  did  not  take  any  advan- 

abuse ;"  and  the  manner  and  matter  being  ob-  tage  of  the  said  opening,  attributing  the  saoM 

servable  and  audible  to  the  multitude,  divided  to  artifice  in  order  to  gain  time ;  but  instead  of 

only  by  an  open  stone  lattice  from  the  scene'  accepting  the  said  submission,  he  dkl  reeolve 

within,  a  faring  commenced  from  without  the  upon  flight  firom  the  city  of  Benares,  and  did 

.  palace ;  on  which  the  rajah  again  interposed,  suddenly  fly  therefit>m  in  great  confiision. 
and  did  what  in  him  lay  to  suppress  ttie  tu- 
mult, until  an  English  officer  strildng  him  with        XV. — That  the  said  Hastings  did  perse^ 

&  sword,  and  wounding  him  on  the  hand,  tiie  vere  in  his  resolutions  nut  to  listen  to  any 

,  people  no  longer  kept  any  measures,  but  l»oke  submission,  or  <^or  of  accommodation  wliafr* 
through  the  inclosure  of  die  palace.  Theinso-  soever,  though  several  were  afterwards  mad«! 
lent  tipstaff  was  first  cut  down,  and  the  mul-  through  almost  every  person  who  might  be 
titude  (klling  upon  the  sepoys  and  the  English  supposed  to  have  influence  with  him,  but  did 
officers,  the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  were  cause  the  rajah's  troops  to  be  attacked  and  fell- 
cut  to  pieces ;  the  soldiers  having  been  order-  en  upon,  though  they  only  acted  on  the  de- 
ed to  that  service  without  any  chvges  for  their  feosive  (as  the  rajah  has  without  oontradiction 
pjeces.  And  in  this  tumult  the  rajah,  being  asserted)  and  thereby,  and  by  his  preceding 
justly  fearful  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  refiisal  of  propositions  of  the  same  nature,  and 
said  Hastings,  did  mdce  his  escape  over  the  by  other  his  perfidious,  unjust,  and  tyrannical 
walls  of  his  palace  by  means  of  a  rope,  formed  acts  by  him  perpetrated  and  dooe^and  by  his  to- 
of  his  turban  tied  together,  into  a  boat  upon  tal  improvidence  in  not  taking  any  one  ration- 
tbe  river,  and  (\tom  thence  into  a  place  of  se-  al  security  whatsoever  against  the  inerilable 
curity  ,*  abamloning'  many  of  his  family  to  the  oonsequenoes  of  those  acts,  did  make  himself 
discretion  of  the  said  Hastings,  who  did  cause  guilty  of  all  the  mutual  slauf^ter  and  devastae 
the  said  palace  to  be  occupied  by  a  company  (ion  which  ensued,  as  well  as,  in  his  opinion,  of 
of  soldiers  after  the  flight  oftbo  rajah.  the  imminent  danger  of  the  total  subversion 

of  the  British  power  in  India,  by  the  risk  of 

Xin. — ^Thal  the  rajah,  as  soon  as  he  had  his  own  person,  which  he  asserts  that  it  did 

arrived  at  a  place  of  refuge,  did,  on  the  very  run ;  as  also,  "  that  it  ought  not  to  be  thou^t 

day  of  his  flight  send  a  suppliant  letter  to  the  that  he  attributed  too  much  consequence  to  bis 

said  Hastings,  filled  with  expressions  of  con-  personal  safety,  when  he  supposed  the  fate  of 

cem  (affirmed  by  the  said  Hastings  to  be  slight  the  Britith  emptrs  in  India  eonneUed  with  it ; 

expressions)  for  what  had  happened,  and  pro-  and  that,  meanas  its  subttancemay  be,  its  ao* 
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cidental  quafides  ware  cqaivakni  to  dio«e,  of  troops  to  diapwiaw  then  of  her  aki 

wfaidi,  like  the  characters  of  a  taliamaii  in  the  dcnce,  andto  veize  upon  her  money  and  effects 

AraUan  mythology,  Ibnned  the  eMcnet  of  the  allboogh  she  did  not  stand,  even  by  himself, 

state  itself,  representation,  title,  and  the  eUi*  aocused  of  any  offence  whatsoever ;  preteod- 

wute  of  the  poblie  opinion.    That  had  he  fiilU  ing,  bat  not  proving,  and  not  attempting  to 

en,  such  a  stroke  would  be  nniveraally  ooasi-  prove  thtm  nor  since,  tliat  the  treasures  therein 

dered  as  decisive  of  the  national  &te.    Every  contained  were  the  property  of  the  rajah,  and 

state  round  it  would  have  started  into  arms  not  her  own ;  anddid,  in  oider  to  stimulate  the 

against  it :  and  every  mijeet  ofite  own  domi'  British  soldiery  to  rapine  and  outrage,  issue 

mon  wfmldf  accordmg  to  their  aeverol  «AilUie»f  to  thsm  several  barbarous  ordeis,  contrary  to 

have  become  iie  enen^."  And  that  several  he  the  pn«*ttoe  of  civilized  nations,  relative  to 

knew,  and  has  declared,  that  though  the  said  thsir  property,  moveable   and  immoveable, 

stroke  was  not  struck,  great  convulsions  did  attended  with  unworthy  and  imbecoming  mo- 

actually  ensue  from  his  proceedings.    **  Thai  naoes,  hi^ly  ofiensive  to  the  manners  of  the 

half  the  province  of  Oude  was  in  a  state  of  as  East,  and  the  particular  respect  there  paid  to 

complete  rebellion  as  that  of  Benares :"  and  the  female  sez ;  whkh  letters  and  orders  as 

that  invasions,  tumulu,  and  insnrections  were  well  as    the  lettsra  which  he  had  received 

occasioned  thereby  in  various  other  parts.  from  the  officers  concerned,  the  said  Hsstings 

did  onlawfiilly  suppress,  until  ft>roed  by  the 

XVI. — ^That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  disputes  between  him  and  the  said  officers  to 

after  he  had  collected  his  forces  from  all  parts,  discover  the  sane ;  and  the«aid  ocders  wars 

(fid,  with  little  difficulty  or  bloodshed,  subso*  as  follow  : 

qaent  to  that  time,  on  the  part  of  his  troops,  "  I  am  tUs  instsnt  fovoored  with  /ours  of 

and  in  a  few  days,  entirely  reduce  the  nid  pro-  yesterday.    Mine  of  the  same  date  (Sfd  O^ 

vinoe  of  Benares ;  and  did,  after  the  saidtfhort  tober,  1781)  has  before  this  time  acquainted 

and  little  resisted  hostility,  and  cold  blood,  is-  you  with  my  resolutions  and  sentiments  ras- 

sue  an  order  for  burning  a  certain  town,  in  pectingthe  rannee  (the  mother  of  the  Rajah 

which  he  aocutodthe  people  at  large  ofhaving  Cbeit  Sing) ;  I  think  every  demand  she  has 

killed, "  upon  what  provocation  he  knows  not,"  made  to  you,  ezcept  that  of  safety  and  respect 

certain  wounded  sepoys,  who  vrere  prisoners ;  tar  her  person,  is  unreasonable.    If  the  ro- 

whidi  order,  being  genendfy  given,  when  it  ports  brought  to  me  are  true,  your  reredrng 

was  his  duty  to  have  made  some  inquiry  con-  her  nffkn^  or  amf  negolug&mM  nriik  her^  would 

earning  particular  offenders,  but  which  he  did  soon  obtain  you  possession  of  the  fort  upon 

never  make  or  cause  to  be  made,  was  cruel,  your  own  terms.    I  apprehend  that  she  will 

inhuman,  and  tended  to  the  destruction  of  the  contrive  to  d^raud  the  eapiore  of  a  eonmdero' 

revenues  of  the  company ;  and  that  this,  and  Uepari  of  the  boety  by  b^ng  ati^erod  to  retire 

odwr  acts  of  devastation  did  cause  the  loss  of  without  examauUion.    But  thie  ia  your  oom»- 

two  months  of  the  collections.  deration  amd  net  mine,    I  ehotUd  be  very  ter- 
ry Vutt  your  qfieere  and  eeidiere  loot  ANY 

XYII.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  PAR  T  of  the  reward  to  which  they  art  to  wtU 

did  not  only  reftise  the  submissions  of  the  said  cnlilled,*  but  I  cannot  make  any  objection,  aa- 

rajah,  which  were  frequently  repeated  through  you  must  be  the  best  jtidge  of  the  ezpedienqr 

various  persons  after  he  had  left  Benares  and  of  the  promiaed  indulgence  to  the  rannee. 

even  after  the  defeat  of  certain  of  the  compa-  What  you  have  engaged  hr,  I  will  certainly 

ny*s  forces,  but  did  proscribe  and  except  him  ratify ;  but  as  to  permitting  the  rannee  to  hold 

fnm  the  pardons  which  he  issued,  after  he  had  the  purgunnah  of  Horluk,  or  any  other  in  the 

satisfied  his  vengeance  on  the  provuice  c^Be-  zemindury,  without  being  subject  to  the  autho* 

nares.  rity  of  the  zemindar,  or  any  lands  whatever, 

or  indeed  mahing  any  eondidona  with  her  for  a 

XVin.^That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ^roviifen,  I  unit  never  conoent  to  it  J*    And  in 

did  send  to  a  certain  castle  called  Bidgigur,  another  letter  to  the  same  person,  dated  B»- 

the  residence  of  a  person  of  high  rank,  called  nares,  8d  of  November,  1781,  in  which  he  the 

IHmna,   the  mother  of  the  rajah  of  Bonares,  said  Hastings  consents  that  the  said  woman 

with  whom  his  wife,  a  woman  described  by  of  distinction  should  be  allowed  to  evacuate 
the 

racier, 
ttnkilj, 

fethcr  Bulwant  Sing,  did  then  reside,  a  body  at  first  consented ;  provided  that  she  delivon 
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iato  year  poMMiiwi, witUa  tnmtj4om  kemn  XX.— Tbtt  the  gov«nioiirf«iienl  War- 
from  the  liflM  of  receiviof  your  meaMige,  Um  m«  H*stingt,  in  exciting  the  hopes  of  the 
fijrt  oTBidziipirr,  with  the  treasure  nod  efi'eda  militar  j  by  declaring  them  aoeU  miided  to  Uu 
lodged  thovia  by  Cbeit  Sing,  or aay  ofbis  ad-  pkmdtr  of  the  fortreu  afnreaaid,  the  residence 
herenta,  with  die  reaenre  only,  as  above  men-  of  the  mother  and  other  women  of  the  rajah  of 
tioned, of  aHch  articles  a* yea  AaUMmknwM  Benares,  and  by  wishing  the  troops  to  secure 
mry  toh&raam  amdamdiiion^  oraa  youshaUbe  the  aame  fi>r  their  own  benefit, did  advise  and 
diapoaed,  tfyavn^l^H  i»diUg9  h&r  wUk,  If  act  in  direct  coatradicti<Mi  to  the  orders  of  iha 
she  compliea,  aa  I  expect  she  wiU,  il  wUl  be  court  <X  direetora,  and  to  his  own  opinion  of 
your  part  to  secare  the  fort,  and  the  property  his  pubUcduty,  as  wellaa  to  the  truth  and  ra- 
it oontKins,/or  <A«  ien^^  «^  ymtrmtf  amlidi-  ality  thereof;  ho  having  aome  years  before 
tatJumud.  I  have  only  fiiriher  to  requeat,  entered  in  writing  the  declaration  which  fol- 
that  you  wiH  grant  an  eaoort,  if  Panna  siMNild  kws ;  "  The  very  ideaof  prtse  momgrsuggesta 
ra^irettftaooodactherhere,  or  wherever  aha  tomyremeaBbranoelAe/enncrduardffrsfeAtdk 
May  obooaaio  retire  to*  But  should  she  refuse  orost  tneMr  am^from  thia  jotiree,  and  had  al» 
toeBeentethepreanserfieliaB  made,er4le<ay  wtoU  frmedfaHed  to  il.  Of  this  circumstance 
iiUfgrndthtttrm of  homtty^markimnf  it 'wtaj  yeunuiat  be  suficicat^y  apprized,  andof  the 
jMsi/iaa  injunctian  that  you  inuaediately  put  a  necessity  for  diacoursging  every  ezpectation  of 
atop  to  any  funlier  intarcoorse  or  negotiation  this  kind  among  the  troops—it  iatolte  avoided 
with  her,  and  on  no  pretext  renew  it.  If  ahe  likepoiton.  The  bad  effects  of  aaimilar  nsea- 
disnppointa  <r  iri^  with  nas,  after  I  hare  sure  were  but  too  plainfy  felt  in  a  former  pa- 
subjected  my  duan  to  the  disgrace  of  return-  riod,  and  our  honourable  masters  did  not  fafl 
ing  iaatfeetually,  wad  of  oanme  myself  to  His-  on  that  oocaaion  to  reprobate  with  their  cen- 
oredit,  I  ahaU  consider  it«s  a  tMmto«  q^rsnl  aura,  in  the  moat  severe  terms,  a  practice  which 
andimdigimtg,  wMdb  /  eon  nwoer  fargittf  nor  they  regarded  aa  the  aonrce  of  infimte  evila  ; 
wiU  I  grant  Iwr  any  oonditioBa  whatever,  but  and  which,  if  estahlisbedi  would  in  their  ju4g^ 
leave  iMr  eipoaed  to  tAese  damgan  wluoh  she  ment,  aeoesaarily  brii^  camiption  and  ruin 
baa  choeento  risk,  rather  than  truat  to  the  en  their  «nay.* 
deasency  and  generoaity  of  oar  aovemment. 

I  think  sib  caaaai  Jm  igtmmU  itfthm  esnsa-        XXI<— That  the  aaid  Hastinga,  afier  lia 

^utnatB^and  wiH  noCtMntars  totnew  tkemi  had  given  the  lioenoe   aforesaid,  and  that  in 

andit  isftr  thia  reaam  I  place  n  dependency  censequenoe  thereof  the  booty  found  in  the 

OB  her  offers,  and  have  oonsentod  to  aend  my  caatle,  to  the  amount  of  SS,27,81d  current  ru- 

duan  to  her."  P*^  vu  distributed  among  the  soldiers  em- 
ployed in  Us  reduction,  the  said  Hastings  did 

XIX.— Thai  theoasde  aforesaid  auiren'  retract  his  declaration  of  right,  and  bis  peiw 

derad  upon  tenaa  of  aafety,  and  on  ezpreaa  miaaion  to  the  soldiers  to  appropriate  to  thenn 

eonditiea  «f  net  Attompting  to  aearoh  their  selves  the  plunder,  and  endeavoured,  by  van- 

peraons,  the  woman  «f  rank  aforeaaid,  her  fo-  ous  devices  and  artifices,  to  explain  the  same 

BMde  relatiana  and'  fom^  dependanto,  to  the  away,  and  to  recover  the  apoil  aforesaid  for 

Minhei',  of  three  hundred,  besidea  children,  the  use  of  the  company :  aiid  wholly  failing 

evacuated  tlMaaid  caatle ;  but  the  spirit  of  r^M^  in  his  attempts  to  reaume,  by  a  breach  of  faith 

ci^  being  excited  by  the  letters  and  other  pre-  wtth  the  aokliers,  what  he  had  unlawfully  di»- 

eeediags  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  capitulaiien  posed  of  by  a  breadi  of  duty  to  his  oonstituenta, 

was  shaawftdlyand  outrageously  broken,  and  he  attempted  to  obtain  the  aame  as  a  ban,  in 

inde8pitoeftheendeavettrs<ifthecommanding  which  attempt  he  also  &iled;  andtheafora- 

effloer,  theaaid  wonanef  high  condition,  and  aaid  money  being  the  only  part  of  the  trei^ 

her  fonale  dcpendenta,  firicBda,  and  aervanta,  aurea  belonging  to  the  rajah,  or  any  of  hia 

wen  pkinderBd«fttieireffeQt||tliey  earned  with  family,  that  Iwd  been  found,  he  was  alto- 

fliem,  and  which  were  leaerved  tothem  in  the  getfaer  ihiatrated  in  the  acqiiisitien  ef  ev». 

ea^AtalationeC  their  Actresa,  and  m  theur  pei^  ry  part  ef  that  diahonourable  object,  which 

sons  wens  otherwise  rudely  and  inhumanly  -alane  he  pretended  to  and  pursued  through 

dealt  with  by  the  Kcentions  foUewera  of  the  a    Jong  aeriea  of  acts   of    injustice,    in- 

oanp;  for  which  outragea,  represented  to  the  humanity,   oppreasion,  violeooe,  and  blood- 

■afdHastiniia  with  great  ooneem  by  ^eeA>  abed,   at     the   hazard    ef  his  person    ami 

maading  omser,  Major  Pepham,  he,  the  aaid  ropntatiea,  and    in  his    own    opinion,    at 

Bastings,  did  afterwwda  recoameiid  a  Iato  the  risk  ef  the  total  aubvarsion  of  the  Britinb 

ind  fimtieas  redreia.  empire. 


•<■> 


AOAIN8T  WJLRBSM  HiOSTINGB,  2M 

XXII.— Tlat  iha  Mid  Wairen  Hittiny,  good  mUitaiyttoiWiakhough  the  ckdomtpw 

aiW   tbe  roimiMinB  of  the  offencei  albr*-  stated  by  tKe  suae  authority  to  be  bad,  be,  the 

said,  beinf  wWl  aware  that  he  ahonkl  be  called  taid  Warren  Haatiofs,  firom  the  report  ifor^ 

to  aa  acraoBt  Car  the  same,  did,  by  the  evil  said,  did  maliciouely,  aiid  contrary  to  the  prin- 

couBsel  and  *j8*'>^   ^  ^''  ^^^fi^  ^P^if*  ciples  of  natural  and  legal  reaaon,  infer,  that 

knight,  hie  aaajesty^a  chief  juatioe,  who  wns  the  insurrection  which  lud  been  raiaed  by  his 

than  a«t  of  the  limits  of  his  Jurisdiction,  cause  own  violence  and  oppreaaion,  and  rendered  for 

to  be  taken  to  Benarea,  before,  or  by  tlie  aaad  a  time  ancoeaalul  by  bia  own  improTidenoa, 

Sir  Elijah  Impey,  aadthrovgh  the  interven-  was  the  oonaequenoe  of  a  premeditated  design 

taon,  not  of  the  company's  interpreter,  but  of  a  to  oVartnm  the  British  empire  inlndia,  and  to 

certain  private  intarpreter  of  his,  the  aaid  exterminate  therefrom  the  Britiah  nation ; 

Hastinffl*a  own  appointment,  and  a  dependent  which  desi^,  if  it  had  bean  true,  the  aaid 

en  him  called  Abiier  Davy,  aeveral  dedarap  Bbatinga  might  have  known,  or  rationally 

tiopa  and  depositiooa  by  nativea  of  Hindnatan ;  eonjectared,    and  ought    to  have  provided 

and  did  also  cause  to  be  taken  beibre  the  aaid  agfainat.    And  if  tbe  aaid  Haatings  had  re> 

Sir  Elijah  Impey  aeveral  atteatationa  in  £ng-  oetved  any  credible  information  </aucfa  de* 

)iah  nutde  by  Britiah  subjecta,  and  which  were  sign,  itwaa  his  duty  to  lay  die  aame  before  tbe 

aftarwarda  tcaaamitted  tc  Calcutta,  and  laid  council-board,  and  to  state  theaameto  the  n* 

before  the  ooancil<^ganeral ;  aomeof  which  de-  jah  when  he  waa  in  a  condition  to  have  given 

poaitiona  were  upon  oath,  some  upon  hoaour,  ananawer  Aereto,  or  to obaerve thereon;  and 

and  ochera  neither  upon  oath  nor  honour ^  but  not  alter  he  had  proacr8»ed  and  driven  him 

all  or  most  of  which  were  of  an  irre^guiar  and  firom  bia  doaunioRa,  to  have  inqnired  ioto  of^ 

irrelevant  nature,  and  not  fit  or  decent  to  be  ftneea  to  jnatify  the  previoua  infliction  of  pun* 

taken  by  a  Britiah  magiatrate,  or  to  be  trann-  irimient 
■utted  to  a  Britiah  goveroment. 

XXYI.— That  it  doee  not  appear,  that  in 

XXIII.— That  one  of  the  aaid  atteatationa  liking  tbe  aaid  depositions  there  was  any  per- 


(but  not  on  oath)  waa  made  by  a  prindpai  son  present  on  tbe  part  of  the  rajah,  %  objeet 

minister  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  to  whom  the  to  Ihe  competenoe,  or  credibility,  or  relevant 

aaid  Hastings  had  some  time  before  proposed  <€  any  of  the  sud  affidavits,  or  oliier  attestap 

tosell  tbe  sovereignty  of  that  very  territory  of  tions,  or  to  aoooont,  otherwise  than  as  the 

Benares ;  and  that  one  other  atteatation  (not  aaid  deponenta  ^id  nocoont,  for  any  of  the 

i^n  onth)  waa  made  by  a  native  woman  of  facta  therdn  ataled;  nor  were  any  oopiea 

distinction,  whose  son  be,  tbe  said  Haatingi,  thereof  aent  to  the  aaid  rajah,  although  tbe 

did  actually  promote  to  the  government  of  Be-  company  bod  a  minbter  at  the  place  of  bia 

naros,  vacated  by  the  unjuat  eK]ftiUion  of  the  residence,  namely,  in  tbe  camp  of  the  Mah- 

rajahaforeaaid,  aadwho,  in  berdepoaition,did  ratta  chief  Scindia,  «o  aa  to  enable  him  to 

declare,  that  ahe  conaidered  the  ei^led  rajah  transmit  to  the  company  any  mattera  which 

aa  her  enemy ;  and  that  he  never  did  confer  might  induce  of  enable  them  to  do  justice  to 

with  her,  or  aiifler  bar  to  be  acquahited  with  the  ii^tu^  prince  afiueaaid.    And  it  doea  not 

laiy  of  bia  Heaigna.  *H>Mr  that  the  aaid  Haalinga  baa  ever  pro- 
duced angr  witneaa,  lettor*  or  other  document, 

XXIT. — That  beaidea  tbe  depoaitiena  of  tending  to  4>rove  tbat  the  aaid  r«jah  ever  did 

penona  intereated  in  the  ruin  of  tbe  rajafai  carry  on  any  hoalilenegetialaon  whatever  with 

odiera  were  made  by  peraona  who  then  rc»-  any  of  thoae  powers,  with  whom  he  waa 

eeived  penaiona  from  him,  tbe  aaid  Haatinga ;  charged  with  a  conapiracy  againat  the  com- 

and  several  diAo  affidavita  were  made  by  per-  pany,  previoua  to  the  period  oi  the  aaid  Haat- 

aons  of  mean  condition,  and  ao  wholly  illito-  ugs  havii^  arreatedhim  in  hiapalace,  although 

lato  aa  not  to  be  able  to  write  their  names.  be,  the  aaid  Haatinga,  had  varioua  ageata  at 

the  courta  of  all  thoae  priacea,  and  that  a  late 

XXT.— That  h^  the  aaid  Haatiagp,  did  principal  agent,  and  near  relation  of  aminiater 

alao  cause  to  be  exammed  by  varioua  prooft  of  one  of  tlwm,  the  riyah  of  Berar,  called  Be- 

and  eaaaya,  the  reault  of  which  waa  delivered  narum  Pundit  was,  at  the  tiaoe  of  the  tumult 

in  upon  honour,  the  quality  of  certain  military  at  Benares,  actually  with  the  aaid  Hasting 

■tores,  token  by  the  Britiah  troops  from  the  and  the  aaid  Beimrum  Pundit  was  by  hua 

•aid  rajah  of  Bcnarea ;  and  upon  the  report  h^bly  applauded  for  bia  zeal  and  fidelity,  and 

dwt  the  same  were  of  a  good  quality,  and.exe-  waa  therdbre  by  him  rewardod  with  a  large 

CDted  by  peraona  cenveiaant  in  the  making  of  peaaion  on  thoao  very  rovonuea  which  ho  bad 
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taken  form  Ac  rmjth  Cheit  Sing :  and  if  such  j«ct,  th.  oompviy,  hoUiog  the  aeteowMgwi 

a  conspiracy  had  previously  exiBtwI,  the  Mah-  righta  of  hii  fonner  ■overeign,  held  an  abeo- 

ratta  minister  aforesaid  must  haye  known,  Inte  authority  orer  him ;  that  in  the  known 

and  would  hate  attested  it,  relations  of  zemindar  to  the  sovereign  aiitho> 

rity,  or  power  delegated  by  it,  he  owed  a  pep* 

««,,»,     f«      .                  L  .  .1.        'J  90oa\  allegiance,  and  an  implicit  and  unre- 

X^W--^^  '*  •PP'*"  ^[  *?  **?  ierred  oh<^ience  to  that  authority,  at  the  for- 

Warren  Hastmgs,  at  the  Ume  thai  he  fonned  ^^^  ^  ^  zemindary,  and  even  of  his  life 

his  design  of  sexamg  upon  the  treasures  of  U»e  ^  property."    Whereas  the  said  Hastings 

rajah  of  Benares,  and  of  deposing  him/  did  ^y  J^^,^  ^^        ^y^  ^^^^^  ^^  payments 

not  beheve  him  guilty  of  that  premeditated  ^^  ^  ^^^  ^^  ^y^  ,^  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^^ 

project  for  driving  the  English  out  of  India,  .      ^^  frequenUy  by  himself  called  the  one 

with  wliich  he  afterwards  thought  fit  to  charge  ^  ^  ^^    and  that  of  whatever  nature  the 

him,  or  that  he  was  really  guilty  of  any  other  i„,j,^c„t.    by  which  he  held,  might  have 

great  offence ;  because  he  hM  caused  it  to  be  b^en,  he  did  not  consider  him  as  a  common 

deposed,  that  if  the  said  rajah  sboukl  pay  the  ,,,^d„  „  landhoWer,  but  as  far  indepen- 

sum  of  money  by  him  ezscted,  "he  wouldset-  ^^^  ^  ^  tributary  prince  could  be;  for  he 

tie  his  zemindagr  upon  him  on  Uie  most  eligi-  ^^  ^      „  ^  ^^^^  ^  receiving  his  rent 

be  footing."    Whereas  if  he  had  conceived  «,her  withm  the  company's  provJSe  than  in 

him  to  have  entertained  traitort>us  designs  ^i,  own  capital,  that  it  wouM  not  "  frustrate 

against  the  company,  from  whom  he  held  his  ^^  Jntenticm  of  rendering  the  rajah  indepen^ 

tributary  estate,  or  had  been  otherwise  guilty  j^ .  u»t  if  a  resident  was  appointed  to  rtn 

of  such  enormous  off^es  as  to  make  it  ne-  ^*^^  ^  ^        „  ^  bec«ne  due  at  Benares, 

cessary  to  take  extraorduiary  methods  for  w-  ^^  ^  ^^j^^  ^^,j  unavoidably  acquire  an 

ercing  him,  it  would  not  have  been  proper  for  i„fl„,^  ^^^  ^  ^fih  and  over  his  country, 

him  to  settle  upon  such  a  traitor  and  crimmal  ^^ich  would,  in  effect,  render  him  the  mast« 

the  zemmdary  of  Benarw,  or  any  other  torn-  of  both ;  that  thU  consequence  might  not  per- 

tory,  lyon  the  most  eligible,  or  upon  Jjy  other  ^^^  ^e  brought  completoly  to  paiL  withal  « 

footmg  whatever ;  whereby  the  said  Hsstmgs  ^^.^    ^  many  appekls  tiAe  council, 

has,  by  his  own  sUting,  demonstrated,  thai  ^bidb,  in  a  govenmie£t  constituted  lik^  this, 

Ihe  money  mtended  to  have  been  exacted  was  cannot  fail  to  terminate  against  the  rajah,  and 

not  as  a  punishment  for  cnmes,  but  that  the  ^y  the  construction,  to  which  this  oppoeiUon 

crimes  were  pretended  for  the  purpose  of  ex-  ^^  ^^e  agent  wouW  be  liable,  might  eventually 

acting  money.  j^^  ^^  ^^  severe  restricti<Mis,  and  end  in 

reducing  kin^to  the  nuan  and  depraved  stofe 

XXVtII.— That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  tff  a  umindar.** 
ings,  in  order  to  justify  the  acte  of  violence 

aforesaid  to  the  court  of  directors,  did  assert  XXIX.— And  the  said  Hastmgs,  in  the 
certain  false  focts,  known  by  him  to  be  such,  said  minute  of  consultation,  having  enumerat- 
and  did  draw  from  them  certain  folse  and  dan-  ed  the  frauds,  embezzlements,  uid  oppres- 
gerous  inferences,  utterly  subversive  of  the  sions,  which  wouki  ensue  from  the  rajah's  be- 
righte  of  the  princes  and  subjects  dependent  ing  in  the  dependent  state  aforesaid;  and  faav- 
on  the  British  nation  in  India,  contrary  to  ing  obviated  all  i^prehensions  from  giving  to 
the  principles  of  all  just  government,  and  him  the  implied  symbols  of  dominion,  did  as- 
highly  dishonourable  to  that  of  Great  Britain;  sert,  *'that,  without  such  appearance,  he 
namely,  that  the  "  rajah  of  Benares  was  not  would  expect  from  every  change  of  govem- 
a  vassal  or  tributary  prince ;  and  that  the  ment  additional  demands  to  be  made  upon 
deeds  which  passed  between  him  and  the  him ;  and  would  of  course  descend  to  all  the 
board  upon  the  transfer  of  the  zemindary  in  arts  of  intrigue  and  concealment  practised  by 
1775,  were  not  to  be  understood  to  bear  the  other  dependent  rajahs,  which  wouki  keep  him 
quality  and  force  of  a  treaty  upon  optional  indigent  and  weak,  and  eventually  prove  hurt- 
conditions  between  equal  states ;  that  the  pay-  fill  to  the  company.  But  that  by  proper  en- 
ments  to  be  made  by  him  were  not  a  tribute,  couragement  and  protection,  he  might  prove  a 
but  a  rent ;  and  that  the  instrumente  by  which  profitable  dependent,  an  useful  burier,  and 
his  territories  were  conveyed  to  him,  did  not  even  a  powcnrful  ally  to  the  company.  But 
differ  from  common  grants  to  zemindars,  who  that  he  wouki  be  neither,  if  the  conditions  of 
were  merely  subjecte ;  but  that  being  nothing  his  connexion  with  the  company  were  idt 
more  than  a  common  zemindar  and  mere  suIh  open  to  future  variations." 
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XXX. -That  if  the  Act  iMd  beM  tm, 
thtt  Che  rajah  of  Beoares  was  iMreljr  an  ami-  PART  IV. 

aoot  landholder,  or  aajr  other  eobject,  the 

wicked   and   dangeroua  doelrine  aforeeaid,  tBCOMD  sbyolutiom  is  BjuiAmBa. 

■emelj,  ihal  he  owed  a  penooal  allegiance, 
and  an  implicit  and  unreeerred  obedienoe  to        That  the  taid  Warren  Haetinn,  after  he 


the  sovereign  authority,  at  the  forfeiture  of  hie  bad,  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  unjustly  and 
Mmindary,  end  ereo  of  his  life  and  property,  fiolently  expelled  the  Rajdh  Cheit  Sing,  the 
at  the  discretion  of  thoee,  who  held,  or  folly  lord  or  xemindar  of  Benares,  from  his  said 
rspresented,  the  sorereicn  authority,  doth  lordship  or  xemindory,  did,  of  his  own  mere 
leave  seeority  neither  for  life  nor  property  to  usurped  authority,  and  without  any  coramnai- 
iny  persons  residing  onder  the  company's  cation  with  the  other  members  of  the  council 
prelection ;  end  that  no  such  powers,  nor  any  of  Calcutta,  appoint  another  person,  of  the 
powers  of  that  nature,  had  been  delegated  to  name  of  Mehip  Narrain,  a  descendant  by  tha 
the  mid  Wsrren  Hastings  by  any  proviiions  mother  from  the  late  Rajah  Bulwant  Sing,  to 
ef  the  act  of  parliament  appointing  a  govern-  the  government  of  Benares ;  and,  on  aooounC 
onr-general  and  cooaeil  at  Fort  William  in  or  pretence  of  his  youth  or  tnezperienee  (tha 
Bengal.  said  Mehip  Narrain  not  being  above  twenty 

yean  old)  did  appoim  his  lather  Durbege  Sing 

XXXI.-*That  the  said  Warren  Hastings    to  act  as  his  repreeentative  or  administrator 
did  at  last  advance  another  dangerous  and  per-    of  afiain ;  bat  did  give  a  controlling  anthe* 
aickms  principle,  in  justification  of  his  vio-     rity  to  the  British  resident  over  both,  notwith* 
lent,  arbitrary,  and  iniquitous  acting  afore-    studing  his  declarations  before  meationedy  of 
mid ;  namely,  **^  that  if  be  had  acted  with  an    the  miKhieb  likely  to  happen  to  the  said 
■Bwaiianiable   rigour,  and  even    injustice,     country  from  the  estiJ>lidunent  of  a  resident, 
towards  Cheit  Sing,  yet,  first,  if  he  did  bditm    and  his  opinions  since  declared,  in  a  letter  to 
that  eztraonlinary  means  were  necessary,  and     Ibe  court  of  directors,  dated  from  this  vsrj 
Aose  exerted  with  a  strong  hand,  to  preserve  pkee  (Benares)  the  let  of  October^  1784,  to 
the  company's  interest  fnm  sinking  under  the  the  same  or  stronger  eAct,  in  case  "  agenia 
aecumuUted  weight  that  oppressed  them ;  or,  are  sent  into  the  country,  and  armed  with  au- 
secondty,  if  he  saw  a  politieal  aeeseiify  for  thority  for  the  purposes  of  vengeance  and  cor* 
curbing  the  mw grown  power  of  a  great  mem-  niption,  Jvr  to  mo  oiktr  wiU  tkey  bo  qppjied." 
her  of  their  dominion,  and  to  make  it  contri-        That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  by  the 
bute  to  the  relief  of  their  pressing  ektgencies ;  same  usurped  authority,  eatirely  set  aside  all 
thai  his  errour  wonki  be  excuseable,  as  prompt-  the  ajreements  made  bsliveen  the  late  rajah 
ed  by  an  etcern  of  seal  for  their  (the  compa^-  and  the  company  (vriiidi  were  real  agreements 
ay's)  interest,  operating  with  too  strong  a  with  the  state  of  B«nares,  in  the  person  of 
bias  on  his  judgment ;  but  that  much  stronger  the  lord  or  prince  thereof  and  his  heira) ;  and 
m  the  presumption  that  such  facts  are  founded  without  any  form  ef  trial,  inquisition,  or  othsr 
on  just  principles,  than  that  they  are  the  re-  legal  process,  for  forfocture  of  the  privileges  of 
salt  of  a  misguided  judgment."     That  the  the  people  to  be  g^emed  by  magistrates  of 
said  doctrines  are,  in  both  the  memben  thereof,  their  own.  and  according  to  their  natural  laws, 
subversive  of  all  the  principles  of  just  govern-  customs,  and  uiages,  did,  contrary  to  the  said 
meat,  bv  empowering  a  govemour  with  dele-  agreesMut,  sepsrate  the  mint  and  the  criminal 
gated  authority  in  the  firat  case,  on  his  own     justice  from  the  saki  government,  and  did  vest 
private  fr«2te/ concerning  the  necemities  of  the  the  mini  in  the  British  resident,  and  the  cri- 
state, not  to  levy  an  impartial  and  equal  rate  minal  justice  in  a  Mahomedan  native  of  his 
of  taxation  suitable  to  the  circumsUnces  of  ownappomtment;  and  did  enhance  the  tribute 
te  several  members  of  the  community,  but  to  to  be  paid  from  the  province  from  ftBOfiOOl, 
felect  any  hidivklual  from  tbe  same  as  a»  oh-  annually,  limited  by  treaty,  or  thereabouts,  to 
ject  of  arbitrary  and  unmeasured  imposition ;  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds  for 
ud,  in  the  second  case,  enabling  the  same  go-  the  first  year,  and  to  four  hundred  thousand  for 
vernour,  on  the  same  arbitrary  prioeiptes,  to  every  year  after ;  and  did  compel  the  adminis- 
determine  whose  property  shouU  be  considered  trator  aforesaid  (father  to  tbe  rajah)  to  agree 
as  overgrown,  and  to  reduce  the  same  at  his  to  the  same ;  and  dki,  by  the  same  usurped 
pleasure.  authority,  illegally  impose,^  and  cause  to  ba 

Vol.  in.^^. 
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Wviad,  fumivT  injodicioo*  and  oppreMire  do-  tirMi  owryiof  on  ttMvwpoiMknee  oQBOtndiig 

tks  on  goooi  and  merchawlize,  which  did  the  d«pb«iuoa  of  the  Mid  •dmioMUralor,  Bad 

frefttly  impair  the  trade  of  the  prorinoe,  and  other  inwertaat  affairt  in  varioiM  places. 

SirWea  the  utter  man  thMeof;  anddid  oharge  That  m  the  letter  to  the  council,  re^uiriM 

MTeral  pensions  on  the  said  revenues,  of  his  the  ooafiriBatioii  of  his  acts  aforesaid,  the  said 

mm  BMra  authority ;  and  did  send  aad  kaep  Warrea  Uastinga  did  not  only  propose  the 

ap  Tarious  bodies  of  the  oompany^s  troops  in  coii6ncnMit  of  Uie  said  admiaistrator  at  Bo* 

die  said  oountry ;   and  did  peribnn  sundry  oares,  although  by  his  imprisonment  he  hhisI 

•tiwr  sots,  with  regard  to  the  said  terriUwy,  in  have  been  ia  a  great  measure  disabled  frma 

total  subvefsion  pf  the  rights  of  tho  sovereign  reeovering  the  balances  due  W  him,  and  for 

and  dm  people,  and  in  violation  of  tho  treaties  the  no»*pnym«nt  of  which  he  was  thus  ia^Mri• 

aad  agreements  aforesaid.  foned,  but  did  propoae,  as  an  alteiaatiTe,  hif 

Thatdw  said  Warrsn  Hastings  being  ab»  imprisonment  at  a  remote  Ibrtram,  cut  of  (hn 

■sat,  on  account  of  ill  health,  from  the  presi-  said  territory,  and  in  the  company's  proviacsa, 

dsQoj  of  Calcutta,  at  a  place  called  Nia  S*-  called  Chuaar ;  desiring  them  to  direct  tbs 

lai,  about  forty  aiiles  distant  therefrom,  did  residont  at  Beaaree  "  ta  eaact  from  Baboo 

asny  on  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  resi-  DuhbitxoeBmg  every  rupee  of  the  ooUectiona, 

dsnt  at  Benares ;  and,  under  colour  that  the  which  it  shall  appear  that  he  has  made,  aqd 

blmsnts  finr  the  new  rent  or  tribute  were  not  brought  to  account ;  and  either  to  ccmfine 


in  arrear,  did,  of  his  own  authority,  make,  in  him  at  Benares,  or  to  send  him  a  prtscncr  to 

abcat  one  year,  a  second  revolution  in  the  Chunar,  and  to  keep  him  in  confinement  until 

government  of  the  territory  af<Mresaid;  anddid  be  shall  have  diacbarged  the  whole  of  the 

csder  and  direct,  that  Durbege  Sing  afcreeaid,  amount  due  from  him."    And  the  said  War* 


frtfher  of  the  rajah,  aad  administrator  of  his  ran  Hastings  did  assign  motives  of  passic« 

authority,  should  be  deprived  of  his  office  and  aad  personal  rasentment  for  the  said  uajustt 

ef  his  huids,  and  thrown  into  prison ;  and  did  and  rigorous  proceedings,  as  ibllows :    "  I 

tlvreatsn  him  with  death,  althmigh  he,  the  oaid  feel  myaslf,  vid  may  be  allowed  on  such  an 

Waiven  Hastings,  had,  at  the  tiase  of  makiag  ecoasioa  to  acknowledge  it,  personally  huK 

kis  new  arrangement,  deohired  himself  sensi*  at  the  iagraiitude  of  this  amn,  and  at  the  die- 

hie  that  the  rent  aforesaid  might  require  ahate»  credit  which  his  ill  conduct  has  throwa  oa  a^ 

amnt ;  although  he  was  well  apprized,  that  the  appointawnt  of  him.    He  has  deceived  me ; 

administrator  had^been  lor  two  months  of  his  he  has  offended  against  the  government,  which 

administration  in  a  weak  aad  laaguid  state  of  I  then  represented."    And  as  a  further  reasoo 

body,  and  wholly  incapable  of  attending  to  the  for  depriving  him  of  his  Jagbire,  (or  salary 

bnainess  of  the  colUMstiona ;  though  a  oonsi-  out  of  land),  he  did  insinuate  in  the  said  letter, 

derahle  drought  hsd  prevailed  in  the  said  pro*  but  without  giving  or  offering  any  proo^  "  that 

vinoe,  and  did  coosequeotly  affect  tbs  regu*  the  said  rajah  had  been  ^ty  of  UiiU  and 

larky  and  produce  of  the  coUaetieas ;  aad  mtan  pecu^eCieas,  although  the  appoinimenta 

tkeugh  he  had  other  auficicat  reason  to  boo  aMUgned  lo  him  bad  been  sufficient  to  free 

lis^  that  the  said  administrator  had  not  him*  him  from  the  temptations  thercio." 

■elT  received,  from  the  ceUecters  of  govern-  TImt  it  appeara,  as  it  might  naturally  have 

mant,  and  the  cuiavatora  of  Uie  soft,  the  rant  been  expected,  that  the  wife  of  the  said  admi* 

IB  arrsar ;  yet  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nistrator,  the  daughter  of  Bulwant  Sing,  the 

wltheut  any  known  process,  or  rieordiug  any  ^te  rajah  of  Benares,  and  her  son,  the  reign- 

anawer,defonce,  plea,  eRCttlpaticn,«r  apology  ing  rajah,  did  oppose,  to  the  best  of  their 

from  the  party,  or  recording  any  other  grounda  power,  but  by  what  remonstrances,  or  upon 

of  rigour  against  him,  except  the  following  what  plea,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 

paraipaph  of  a  letter  from  the  reeident,  not  never  inform  the  court  of  dufectora,  the  depo- 

only  gave  the  order  as  aforesaid,  but  dU  aft«p.  aition,  imprisonment,  and  confiscation  of  the 

wards,  without  laying  any  odier  or  belter  estates  of  the  husband  of  the  one,  and  the  ik- 

greund  before  the  eoundUgeneral,  persuade  ther  of  the  other ;  but  that  the  said  Hastingf, 

them  to,  and  did  procure  firom  them,  a  con-  persisting  in  his  malioe,  did  declare  to  the 

finnationofthe  aforesaid  cruel  and  illegal  pro-  said  council  as  folbws:    "The  oppoeition 

eefdiag«,thecorrespondence  concerning  which  made  by  the  n^ah  and  the  old  rannee,  both 

had  not  been  befera  communicated ;  be  plead.^  equally  incapable  of  judging  for  lAceiseUies, 

ing  his  ilhwM  for  net  communicating  the  does  certainly  originate  from  some  secret  i». 

same,  though  that  ilbess  did  not  prevent  him  floence  which  oufhi  to  be  checked  by  a  deeid- 
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tdttd  fMremptcNydwIarmdoBor^Mtlio-  drMtoT  Us  griMwiow;  twl  Att  HioeiMt 

rity  of  the  board,  aod  a  ileiMiiiculioii  of  di«ir  appear  that  the  same  ware  redreaeed,  «r  even 

^km.%\w  U  tkair  frtmnmptim.*  hb  <wa^)lainf  beard,  but  he  reeaired  tim 

Thai  liia  caid  Warren  Haatiage,  ooC  aatia-  pereaptMy  orders  froai  the  eupreaii  eeaneil 

fed  with  the  injuriea  done,  and  the  inauUa  to  leave  the  wid  city,  aod  to  retoni  to  Bobh 

Md  4iBgraoee  offered  to  the  &auly  aforeiaid,  that  on  his  return  tn  Benares,  and  being 

did,  in  a  nwHMr  iintiarallaled,  except  by  an  there  met  by  Warren  Hastings  albresaid,  he, 

act  oT  bis  own  on  another  occasion,  fraudn-  the  aaid  Warren  Haatmgs,  althongh  he  had 

Irofly  and  inhumanly  endeaTOMr  to  ssake  the  reason  to  be  well  assured  that  the  said  Dsi^ 

«ife  and  son  of  tlie  said  adssinistrator,  eoi^  bitiee  Sing  was  in  posscseion  of  snmll  or  ncr 

fenry  to  the  scntimsnU  and  the  law  ofnatnra,  substance,  did  again  cruelly  and  inhusssnly, 

lbs  instrusMits  of  his  oppressions ;  directing  and  without  any  legal  authority,  order  1h* 

**  that  if  they  (the  ■M>lher  and  son  aforesaid)  said  Duibitxee  Sing  lobe  strictly  impriseMd ; 

eeald  be  imdmeed  to  yield  the  tipptvwim  of»  mkI  the  8»id  Durbitsee  Sing,  in  consequenea 

^hterjul  «c<fiaeioenM  in  the  new  arrangement,  of  the  vexations,  hardships,  and  oppressiena 

wdtoadoptitasanM««ir«/srBisdisiClklMr  ^brMJd,  died  in  a  short  time  after  iiMolvsnt; 


psri»diji€<ioo,  it  would  be  better  than  that  it    b«t  iri^jinr  in prisenor  not,dDea  not 

dnnld  be  done  by  a  declared  act  of  eompui- 

tioo,  but  that  at  all  events  it  ought  10  be  done."  ■■ 

That,  in  mnsnqusnre  of  tJw  proMiag  d»- 
dhrations  afonaaid,  the  aaid  Warns  Hast-  PART  V. 

iop  did,  on  his  spedaJ  /^cammendaUon,  ap-  „„p  mBTOLimoK  »  bch amb. 

point,  m  o|^>eaitaon  to  the  wishes  and  desarst 
ef  lbs  rajah  and  his  mother,  another  peison  te        Tmav  the  said  Warren  Haatiags,  banig, 


the  administration  of  his  aflkirsi  called  Jagfaer  in  the  wannrr  befoverecited,  divested  Durbaga 

Deo  Seo.  Sing  of  the  administration  of  the  provinoe  of 

That  the  rompany  having  sent  express  orw  Beuures,  did,  of  bis  own  arbitrary  will  and 

dars  tot  the  saocUng  the  reeident  by  iten  be-  pleasure,  and  against  the  remonstraaeee  oi 

fere  appointed  to  Benares,  the  said  Warren  tbe  njah  and  his  mother,  (in  whose  name  and 

Hastings  did  strongly  opp^e  himself  to  the  in  whoee  right  the  said  Durbege  Sing,  htbiBt 

same  *,  and  did  throw  upon  die  person  ap-  of  the  one  and  husband  of  the  other,  ted  ad* 

pointed  by  the  company  (Fi*ncis  Fowfco,  Ea-  ministered  the  affairs  of  the  government,)  ap* 

quire)  sevenl  strong  hvt  unsperifieH  refloo-  point  a  person,  called  Jagber  Deo  Sbeo,  to 

tions  and  aspcnieoB,  ^ntrary  to  the  duty  ha  administor  the  same, 
owed  bo  tbe  comply*  and  to  the  justice  he        That  the  new  administrator,  warned  by  the 

owed  to  all  ito  s«rrantB.  severe  example  made  of  his  predecessor,  ia 

Tlat  the  seid  resident  being  appointed  b^  represented  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  aa 

the  votes  of  the  rest  of  the  council,  in  obedi-  having  made  it  bis  '*  avowed  principle  (as  it 

•nee  to  the  reiloralrd  orders  of  the  company,  might  be  expected  it  should  be)  that  the  sum 

aad  in  despite  of  the  oppoeition  of  the  said  fixed  for  (he  revenue  muti  be  colleobod.'*  And 

Hastinga/  did  proceed  to  Benares ;  and  on  be  did,  cqran  the  principle  aforesaid,  and  by 

the  representation  of  the  parties,  and  the  sub*  the  means  suggested  by  a  principle  of  tfaM 

mission  of  the  accounts  oif  the  aforesaid  J>ir-  sort,  accordingly  levy  from  the  country,  and 

bilxee  Sing  to  an  arbitrator,  did  find  him,  the  did  regularly  discharge  to  the  British  resident 

said  Ourbitxee  Stag,  in  debt  to  the  company  for  «t  Benares,  by  monUily  payments,  the  sum 

a  sum  not  cQnsiderii»le  enough  to  justify  the  so-  imposed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  it 

vers  treatment  of  the  said  DurbiUee  Sing ;  his  is  asserted  by  the  resident  Fowke ;  but  the 

wife  and  son  complaining,  at  or  about  the'  said  Warren  Hastings  did  assert,  that  his  an* 

same  time,  thiU  the  balances  duo  to  him  from  nual  collections  did  not  amount  to  more  than 

the  aumiU,  or  sub-collectors,  had  been  ro-  lacks  87,87,600,  or  thereabouts,  which  he 

eeived  by  the  new  administrator,  and  carried  says  is  much  short  of  the  revenues  of  the  pro- 

to  his  own  credit,  in  prejudice  and  wrong  to  vince.  aad   is  about  twenty-four   thousand 

the  said  Durbitzee  Sing;  which  representap  ponmls  diort  of  his  agreement, 
tioa,  the  only  one  that  has  been  transmitted        That  it  further  appears,  that  notwithstaod* 

on  the  part  of  the  said  sufferers,  has  not  been  ing  the  new  administrator  aforesaid  was  ap- 

oootradicted.  pointed  two  months,  or  thereabouts,  after  tha 

That  it  appears  that  the  said  Durbitzee  beginning  of  the  fuseli  year,  that  is  to  say. 

Sing  did  afterwards  gp  to  Calcutta  for  the  r^  about  tha  middk  of  Novenber,  I78S»  aod  tba 
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rormer  dbainiftmtor  had  oonact«d  a  emtein  1781  and  I78t,  in  the  words  fbllowinf : "  Hif»- 

portioo  of  the  rereoiMe  of  thet  yeeri  uixMini<-  ing  contrived,  by  making  forced  ntages,  while 

ing  to  llfiOOl,  and  upwardi ;  jet  he,  the  said  the  troops  of  my  escort  inarched  at  the  ordi* 

new  administrator,  appn  the  unjust  and  de-  nary  rate,  to  make  a  stay  of  five  days  at  Be- 

strucliTe  principle  aforesaid,  suggested  by  the  nares,  I  was  thereby  fiimished  with  the  means 

cruel  and  violent  proceedings  of   the  said  of  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the  state  of 

Warren  Hastings  towards  his  predecessor,  the  province,  which  I  am  anxious  to  commu- 

did  levy  on  the  province,  within  the  said  nicaietoyou.    Indeed  the  inquiry,  which  ^vas 

year,  the  whole  amount  of  the  revenues  to  be  in  a  grtat  degr€€  obtruded  ttpen  me,  affected 

collected,  in  addition  to  the  sum  collected  by  me  with  very  mortifying  reflections  on  mj 

his  predecessor  aforesaid.  inshility  to  apply  it  to  any  useful  purpcee. 

That,  on  account  of  a  great  drought  which  From  the  confines  of  Buxar  to  Benares,  I 

prevailed  in  the  province  aforesaid,  a  remi^-  was  followed  vad  fatigued  by  the  clamours  of 

■ion  of  certain  duties  in  grain  was  proposed  tho  discontented  inhabitants.     It  was  what 

•by  the  chief  criminal  judge  at  Benares ;  but  I  wpected  in  a  degree,  because  it  is  rare  that 

the  administrator  sferMaid,  being  fearful  that  the  exercise  of  authority  slionid  prove  satis- 

fha  revenue  wouU  fall  short  in  his  hands,  did  fitttory  to  all,  who  are  the  objecto  of  it.    The 

strenuously  oppose  himself  to  the  necessary  distresses,  which  were  produced  by  the  long^ 

reliefto  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city.  continued   drought,   unavoidably    tended    to 

That  notwithstanding  the  cantonment  of  heighten  the  general  discontent;  yet  I  hne 

several  bodies  of  the  company's  troops  within  naam  to  fear  thai  the  cauee  existed  prmeipalfy^ 

the  province,  since  the  abolition  of  th«.  native  in  a  drfedivey  if  not  a  corrupt  and  oppreume 

government,  it  became  subject,  in  a  particular  admmatraltian,*  **  Of  a  multitude  of  petitions, 

manner,  to  the  rajahs  upon  the  borders ;  inao-  which  were  presented  to  me,  and  of  which  I 

much,  that  in  one  quarter,  no  fewer  than  took  minutes,  every  one,  that  did  not  relate  to 

thirty  villages  had  been  sacked  and  burned,  a  personal  grievance,  contained  the  repre« 

and  the  inlmbitants  reduced  to  the  most  ex-  sentaiion  of  one  and  the  same  species  of  op- 

treme  distress.  pression,  which  is  in  its  nature -of  an  influence 

That  the  resident,  in  his  letter  to  the  board  most  fatal  to  the  future  cultivation.      The 

at  Calcutta,  did  represent  that  the  collection  practice,  to  w\jch  I  allude,  is  this :  it  is  a& 

of  the  revenue  was  become  very  difficult ;  and,  firmed  tliat  the  admits  and  renters  exact,  from 

besides  the  extreme  drought,  did  assign  for  a  the  proprietors  of  \fciQ  actual  harvest,  a  largo 

cause  of  that  difficulty,  the  following :  increase  in  kind  on  th«ir  stipulated  rent ;  that 

"  That  there  is  also  one  fund,  which,  in  is,  from  those,  who  hoV(  their  potia  by  the 

former  years,  was  applied  in  this  country  to  tenure  of  paying  one  half<if  the  produce  of 

remedy  temporary  inconveniences  in  the  reve-  their  crops,  either  the  ttfu^ef  without  subler- 

nue,  and  which  in  the  present  year  does  not  ex-  fuge,  or  a  large  proportion  of  it  by  a  fahe 

ist.  This  was  the  private  fortunes  of  merchants  meaturementf  or  other    pretexts;  and  from 

and  shroffs  (bankers)  resident  in  Benares,  from  those  whose  engagements  are  for  a  fhted  rent 

whomaumils  (collectors)  of  credit  could  obtain  m  moneys  the  lialf^  or  a  greater  proportion,  ia 

temporary  loans,  to  satisfy  the  immediate  calls  taken  m  kind.     This  is  in  effect  a  tax  upon 

of  the  rajah.    These  sums,  which  used  to  cir-  tho  industry  of  the  inhabitants ;  since  there  is 

cutate  between  the  aumil  and  the  merchant,  scarce  a  field  of  grain  in  the  province,  /  mt^)b{ 

have  been  turned  into  a  different  channel,  by  soy  not  onet  which  has  not  been  preserved  by 

bills  of  exchange  to  defray  the  expenses  ofg<^  the  incessant  labour  of  the  cultivator,  by  dig* 

vemment  both  on  the  west  coast  of  India,  and  ging  wells  for  their  supply,  or  waterii^g  them 

also  at  Madras."    To  which  representation  it  fi-om  the  wells  of  masonry,  with  which  their 

does  not  appear  that  any  answer  was  given,  or  country  abounds,  or  from   the  neighbouring 

tiiat  any  mode  of  redress  was  adopted  in  con-  tanks,  rivers,  and  nullahs.     The  people,  who 

sequence  thereof.  imposed  on  themselves  this  voluntary  and  ex- 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  traordinary  labour,  and  not  unattended  %\ith 

passed  through  the  province  of  Benares  (Gau-  expense,  did  it  on  the  expectation  of  reaping 

sipore)  in  his  progress  towards  Oude,  did,  in  the  profits  of  it ;  and  it  is  certain  they  would 

a  letter  dated  fi^m  the  city  of  Lucknow,  the  not  have  done  it,  if  they  had  known  that  their 

td  of  April,  1784,  give  to  Uie  council-board  at  rulers, /rem  tohotn  they  toere  entitled  to  an  in^ 

Calcutta  an  account  (highly  dishonourable  to  demnifieation,  would  take  from  them  what  they 

the  British  government)  of  the  eflfect  of  the  so  hardly  earned.    Ifthe  same  administration 

arrangements  made  by  himself  in  the  yean  continues,  and  the  country  shall  again  labour 
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imJcr  wsnt  of  rtin,  wotry  JIdd  wSl  be  abm^  nesl  I  wia  fer  hii  obMrration  of  this  preean- 
doned,  the  revemtefaU,  and  tkoueatuie  perieh  tion,  I  repetted  it  to  htm  in  person,  and  di»- 
through  want  of  eubnstenee ;  lor  who  will  Im^  mined  him,  that  he  might  precede  me  for  that 
hour  for  the  «o^  beoeOt  of  othen,  and  to  make  purpose.    But,  to  raj  great  disappointment,  / 
himself  the  subject  of  exaction?    These  prao-  fewd  every  j»teee,  through  wladl  I  paeeedt 
tices  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  naib  himself,  abtmdoned ;  nor  had  there  been  a  man  left  in 
[the  administrator  forced  by  the  said  Warren  any  of  them  for  their  protection.    I  am  sorry 
Hastings  on  the  present  rajah  of  Benares.]  to  add,  that  from  Buxarto  the  opporite  bound' 
The  aTOwed  principle  on  which  he  acts,  and  ary^  I  haveeeen  nt^hing  but  traces  of  complete 
which  he  acknowledged  to  myself,  is,  that  the  devaetation  in  every  v^age ;  whether  caueed 
wheU  sum  fixed  for  the  revenue  of  the  pronnce  by  thefoOowere  of  the  (roops,  which  have  latefy 
weutt  be  collected ;  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  paeeedfor  their  natund  reliefs  and  I  know  na€ 
the  deficiency  arising  in  places  where  the  whether  my  own  mt^  not  have  had  their  eharOf 
crops  have  fiuled,  or  which  have  been  left  un-  or  from  the  apprehmsions  of  the  inhabitants 
cultiTated,  must  be  supplied  from  the  resonr-  left  to  themselves,  and  of  themselves  deserting 
ess  of  others,  where  the  soil  has  been  better  their  houses.    1  wish  to  acquit  my  own  coun- 
Miited  to  the  season,  or  the  industry  of  the  try  men  of  the  blame  of  these  unfiivourable  ap- 
cultivalors  hath  been  more  sucoesaftilly  ex-  pearances,  and  in  my  own  heart  I  do  acquit 
srted :  a  principle  which,  however  specious  them ;   for  at  one  encampment  a  crowd  Ok 
and  plausU>le  it  may  at  first  appear,  certainly  people  came  to  me,  complaining  that  their 
tende  to  the  moctpenddoue  and  d&trtietive  con-  new  aumU,  (ooUeetor)  on  the  approach  of  any 
aeyiMiuet.    If  this  declarati<m  of  the  naib  had  military  detachment ^  himedf^etJUdfrcnn  the 
been  made  only  to  royaalf,  I  might  have  doubt-  pkwe ;  and  the  t9iAa6ttanl«,  having  no  one  to 
ed  my  construction  of  it ;  but  it  was  repeated  whom  they  could  appty  for  redreeef  or  for  the 
by  him  to  Mr.  Anderson,  who  understood  it  represenfolion  of  thm-  grievancee^  and  being 
exactly  in  the  same  sense.    In  the  manage-  thue  remotHleee,fkd  (deo ;  eo  that  their  houeee 
ment  of  the  customs,  the  conduct  of  the  naib,  and  ^ecte  beoa$ne  a  prey  to  any  pereon  who 
or  of  the  officer  under  him,  was  forced  also  ehoee  to  plunder  them.    The  general  conclo- 
upon  my  attention.     The  eaorbitant  raUe^  eoB-  sion  appeared  to  me  an  inevitable  consequence 
mded  by  an  arbitrary  valuation  of  the  goode ;  from  such  a  state  of  fiicts;  and  my  own  senses 
the  practice  of  exacting  duties  tunce  on  the  bore  testimony  to  it  in  this  specific  instance ; 
same  goods,  first  from  the  seller,  and  after-  nor  do  I  know  how  it  is  possible  for  any  otlU 
wards  from  the  buyer ;  and  the  vexatioos,  oer  commanding  a  military  party,  how  atten- 
dispotes,  and  delays,  drawn  on  the  merchants  tive  soever  he  may  be  to  the  discipline  and 
by  these  oppressions,  were  loudly  complained  forbearance  of  his  people,  to  prevent  disoi^ 
of;  and  some  instances  of  this  kind  were  said  ders  when  there  it  neither  oppoeition  to  hinder^ 
to  exist  at  the  very  time  I  was  at  Benares,  nor  evidence  to  detect  them.    These,  and  many 
Under  such  circumstances,  we  are  not  to  w<Mn-  other  irregularities,  I  impute  eiUefy  to  tlM 
der  if  the  merdMuits  of  foreign  countries  are  naib,  and  recommend  his  instant  removal, 
discouraged  from  resorting  to  Benares,  and  if  "I  cannot  help  remarking,  that,  except  the 
the  commerce  of  that  province  should  annually  city  of  Benares,  the  province  ie  in  fffeei  with' 
decay.     Other  evils,  or  imputed  evils,  have  end  a  government.     The  adminietration  of  the 
accidentally  come  to  my  knowledge,  which  I  province  ie  mStcondueted^  and  the  people  op- 
will  not  now  particularize ;  as  I  hope  that,  preaeed,  trade  dieeouragedf  and  the  revenue  m 
with  the  assistance  of  the  residont,  they  may  danger  of  a  rapid  dedvne^from  the  violent  <^ 
be  tit  peert  oorrected.    One  evil  I  must  men-  propriofion  ofite  meane," 
tion,  because  it  has  been  verified  by  my  own  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  recom- 
ebservation,  and  is  of  that  kind  which  reflects  mend  to  the  council,  for  a  reme^  of  the  dis- 
an  unmerited  reproach  on  our  general  and  na-  orders  and  calamities,  which  had  arisen  from 
tienal  character.    When  I  was  at  Buxar,  the  his  own  acts,  dispositions,  and  appointments, 
resident,  at  my  desire,  enjoined  the  naib  to  that  the  administrator  aforesaid  should  be  in- 
appoint   creditable  people   to    every  town,  stantly  removed  fi^m  his  office;  attributmg 
through  which  our  route  lay,  to  persuade  and  the  aforesaid  "  irregularities,  and  many  othere, 
encourage  the  inhabitants  to  remain  in  their  eolely  to  him  ,-^  although  on  his  own  repre- 
honsss,  promising  to  give  them  gmurds  as  I  sentation  it  does  appear  that  he  was  the  sole 
approadied,  and  they  required  it  for  their  pro-  cause  of  the  irregularities  therein  described : 
icctioQ  ,*  aod  that  he  might  perceive  bow  ear*  aeither  does  it  appear  that  the  administnOori 
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M  ky  Uw  Mid  HMtHigp  Miriatted  and  r*-  wkai  thtjf  ham  in  fiOwre  to  expect ;  and,  k 

roovW,  WM  properly  charged  and  called  to  proportion  to  the  degree  of  this  uncertainty^ 

aaawer  for  the  said  recited  irregularities,  or  thei^  efforts  and  expenses  in  promoting  the 

for  the  wumy  others  not  recited,  but  attribmUd  eullivation  will  be  huiguid  and  sparing. 

aalefy  to  him ;  nor  has  any  plea  or  excuse  **  In  oonplianoe  widi  the  naib's  request,  I 

from  him  been  transmitted  to  the  board,  or  to  have  written  to  all  the  aumils,  encouraging 

the  court  of  directors  ;  but  he  was,  at  the  in-  and  ordering  them  to  attend  to  thd  rruUivation 

stance  of  the  said  Hastings,  deprired  of  his  of  their  respective  districts.     But  I  conceive 

■aid  ofioe  ccmtrary  to  the  principles  of  nata-  I  should  be  able  to  promote  this  very  desirap 

ral  justice,  in' a  violent  and  arbitrary  mamer;  ble  intention  much  mora  effectually,  if  you 

wfaid)  proceeding,  combined  with  the  example  will  honour  me  with  the  communication  of 

made  of  his  predecessor,  must  iieeessarily  yomr  intentions  on  this  sobject.    At  the  same 

lesnre  to  the  person,  who  should  succeed  to  the  time  I  cannot  help  just  remarking,  that  if  a 

•aid  office,  oo  distinct  principle  upo«  which  ehan^  is  intended,  the  sooner  it  takes  place, 

he  might  act  with  safety.    But  in  comparing  the  more  the  bad  ^eete  I  have  described  will 

the  consequencee  of  the  two  delinqtiencies  be  obviated.* 

charged,  the  Ailure  of  the  payment  of  the  re-  Th&t  the  councii,  havfog  received  the  pro- 
venues  (from  whatever  cmise  it  may  arise)  is  position  for  the  removal  of  the  administrator 
more  likely  to  be  avoided  than  any  severe  aforesaid,  did  also  in  a  letter  to  him  (the  said 
course  towards  the  inhabitants ;  as  the  fonner  Hastings)  condemn  the  frequent  chaJoges  by 
fouk  was,  besides  the  deprivation  of  office,  al-  him  made  in  the  administration  of  the  colleo- 
tendod  with  two  imprisonmento,  with  a  mo-  tion  of  Benares ;  but  did  consent  to  such  altera- 
naoe  of  deatb,  and  an  actual  death,  in  dis^ce,  tkna  as  might  be  made  without  encroadiing 
poverty,  and  insolvency ;  whereas  the  ktttor,  on  the  rights  established  by  his  (the  said 
namely,  the  oppression,  and  thereby  the  total  Hastings's)  agreement  in  the  year  1781,  and 
ruin  of  the  conntry,  charged  on  the  second  ad-  did  desire  bin  to  transmit  to  them  his  plan 
ministrator,  was  only  followed  by  Ions  of  office ;  for  a  new  administration, 
although  he,  the  said  Warreo  Hastings,  did  That  the  said  Hastings  did  transmit  a  plan, 
(krther  assert  (but  with  what  truth  does  not  which,  notwithstanding  the  evils  which  had 
appear)  that  the  collection  of  the  last  adminii-  hi4»pened  from  the  fonner  freqaent  changes, 
trator  bad  fallen  much  tAuwt  of  the  revenue  of  he  did  propose,  en  a  temporary  expedient  for 
theprovinco.  theadministiation  of  the  i^ennes  of  the  said 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  was  province;  in  which  no  provision  was  made 
sensible  that  the  frequent  changes  by  him  for  the  reduction  or  remission  of  revenue,  as 
made  would  much  disorder  the  management  of  exigencies  might  require;  or  for  the  extras 
the  revenues,  and  seemed  desirous  of  conceal-  tion  of  the  circulating  species  from  the  said 
ing  hts  intentions  concerning  the  last  change  province  ;  or  for  the  qppply  of  the  necessary 
until  the  time  of  its  execution.    Yet  it  ap-  advances  for  cultivation ;  nor  for  the  removal 
pears  by  a  letter  from  a  British  resident,  dated  or  prevention  of  any  of  the  grievances  by  him 
'he  2Sd  of  June,  1784,  '<  that  a  very  strong  re-  before  complained  of,  other  than  an  inspeo- 
port  prevailed  at  Benares  of  bis  (ths  saU  tion  by  the  resident  and  the  chief  criminal 
Hastings's)  intentions  of  appointing  a  new  magistrate  of  Benares,  and  other  regulation* 
naib  for  the  approaching  year ;  and  that  the  equally  void  of  effect  and  authority ;  and 
effect  is  evident,  which  the  prevalence  of  such  which  plan  Mr.  Stables,  one  of  t  he  supreme 
an  idea  amongst  the  aumils  would  probably  council,  did  altogether  reject ;  but  the  sama 
have  on  the  cultivation  at  this  particular  time,  was  approved  of,  at  a  temporary  expedient, 
The  heavy  mofomil  kists  (harvest  instaU  with  some  exceptions,  by  two  other  members 
ments)  have  now  been  collected  by  the  au-  of  the  board,  Mr.  Wheler  and  Mr.  Maq>her. 
mils ;  the  season  of  tillaf^e  is  arrived ;  the  son,  decbuing  the  oaid  Warren  Haatinga  ro^ 
ryots  (country  farmers)  must  be  indul^^ed,  epoimbU  for  Ou  temporary  expediency  of  tht 
and  even  assisted  by  advances ;  and  the  aumil  sasie. 

must  look  for  his  returns  in  the  abundance  of  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the 

the  crop,  the  conrs^uencc  </  thit  early  atten-  plan  aforesaid,  having  strongly  objected  to 

Iton  to  the  cuUivation,    The  effect  is  evident,  the  appointment  of  any  European  oolleeCora, 

whi<Ji  the  report  of  a  change  in  the  JSret  qffieer  that  is  to  say,  of  any  Earopean  servants  of 

^the  revenue  miut  have  on  the  minda  qf  the  the  company  being  concerned  in  the  same, 

aumiUj  6y  leaving  them  at  an  uncertainty  qf  declared  that  there  had  been  nifficteot  eiperl- 
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of  Um  ill  efloeti  of  thoir  boin;  lo  «oi*>  oaoo  to  thoovlon  of  dM  ¥iit  ladh  niiniMijr^ 

l^loyed  in  the  proHnco  of  Bengal ;  by  whtoh  vroguiBg  to  him— If  the  nominauoD  of  tho 

Ibe  aaad  Haotinf  s  did  eilhor,  in  looto  and  retidint  at  the  court  of  Oude,  as  his  partioi*' 

general  terms,  courey  a  lalse  imputation  upon  kr  agoat  md  reprMMatative,  and  rejecting  dm 

Che  conduct  of  the  oompanjr's  serranis  em-  reaidant  appointad  by  the  company,  and  eb« 

ployed  in  tlie  collection  of  the  revenuea  of  truding  upoathemaperaooof  Usownchoioa, 

Bengal,  or  he  wu  guilty  of  a  criminal  tteg*  did,  frmn  that  time,  render  himeelf  in  a  parti* 

lect  of  duty,  in  not  bringing  to  punishment  oular  manner  rasponsiUa  tar  the  good  gorenN 

the  particular  persons,  whose  avi)  practieea  meat  of  the  provinces  oomposing  the  doms* 

hid  given  rise  to  such  a  general  imputation  nioas  of  tfas  nabob  of  Oudo« 
on  Eiritish  rabjects  and  servants  of  the  oook 

pany,  ea  to  render  them  oofit  for  serrioe  in  III.— That  the  prtmnoos  aferesaid  having 

other  plaeea.  been,  at  the  time  of  thetr  first  eonnexioo  with 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  in  tha  company,  in  an  improved  and  Aoorishing 

the  eoorse  of  three  years,  made  three  oomplele  eonditfam,  uid  yielding  a  reveme  of  more  than 

revolutions  in  the  state  of  Benares,  by  oipeK  three  millions  of  pounds  sterliagi  or  theiasf 

Img,  in  the  first  instance,  the  lawHEbl  and  bonis,  did,  soon  after  that  period,  begin  s«is&» 

rightful  govomoor  of  the  same,  under  whose  bly  to  decline ;  and  the  snlMidy  of  the  British 

eve  and  stiperinteadence  a  large  and  certun  troops  stationed  in  that  provinoe,  as  well  aa 

ravenoo,  suitable  to  the  abiliiiee  of  the  conn*  otRer  soma  of  money  doe  to  the  company  by 

try,  and  consistent  with  its  prosperity,  was  treaty,  ran  considerably  in  arrear ;  althoagh 

paid  with  the  greatest  punctuality ,-  and  by  the  prince  of  the  comtry,  during  the  tiaM 


afterwards  displacing  two  effective  govern-  these  arrears  accroed,  vras  olhorwiaa  in  die* 

onrs,  or  administrators  of  the  province,  ap-  trasa,  and  had  been  obliged  to  redaca  ail  hit 

pointed  in  saccession  by  himeelf;  and  in  con-  eaiablishaaentit 

sequence  of  the  said  appmntmMils,  and  violent 

and  arbitrary  removals,  the  said   province        lY.  That  the  prmoe  aferesaid,  or  nabob  €f 


"  being  left  in  effect  without  n  govemroent,**  Oude,  did,  in  hnmble  and  submtmive  tarraai 

acept  in  ooe  city  only  ;  and  liaving,  after  all,  supplicate  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  ba 

settled  no  more  than  a  temporary  arrange-  nlieved  from  a  body  of  troops,  whMo  liceni> 

ment ;  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  misde-  tious  behaviour  he  complained  o^  and  wht* 

mintnour  in  tJie  destruction  of  the  country  were  stationed  in  his  country  without  any 

aforesaid.  obligation,  hy  treaty,  to  maintain  them ;  plcw^ 

ing  the  failure  of  hitt^est,  aad  the  prevalewse 

■  of  fomine  in  his  country  f--a  compliaooe  with 

which  raquest,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastiags, 

IT.     pRfHCKSsss  or  ovDB.  was  refused  in  tmbecoming,  offensive,  and  iiH 

stthing  language. 
I.— That  the  reignin(*  nabob  of  Oude,  com- 
monly called  Asoph  ul  Do>'rl«,  {ym  and  sue-  V. — That  the  said  nabob,  laboiving  under 
oessoor  to  Shuja  ul  Dowla,)  by  taking  into,  the  aforesaid  and  other  burll«Bns,  and  being 
or  continuing  in  hid  pay,  certain  lnMiiea  of  re-  contiaoally  urged  for  payment,  was  advisad 
gttlar  British  troofta,  aiMi  by  liavinj;  afterwards  to  extort,  and  did  extort,  from  his  mother  and 
admitted  the  British  resident  at  his  court  into  grandmotlier,  tinder  the  pretext  of  loans  (and 
the  management  of  all  his  oftairs,  foreign  and  sometimes  without  that  appearance,)  variooa 
domestic,  and  particularly  into  the  adminis-  great  sums  of  money,  amounting  in  the  whole 
Iration  of  his  financM,  did  gradually  become,  to  (90,00(X .  sterling,  or  thereabouts ;  alleging 
in  substance  and  efibct,  as  well  as  in  general  in  excuse,  the  rigorous  demands  of  the  B^al- 
icpuie  and  estimation,  a  dependant  on,  or  India  company,  for  whose  use  the  said  extort- 
▼assal  of,  the  East-India  company ;  and  was,  ed  money  had  been  demanded,  and  to  which  a 
and  iy.  so  much  nnder  the  controul  of  the  go-  considerable  part  of  it  had  been  applied, 
vcmour-goneral  and  council  of  Bengal,  that, 

in  thA  ri|)tnion  of  all  tho  native  powera,  the  YI.— That  tha  two  fem^  parents  of  the 

English  name  and  character  is  conoemed  in  nabob  aforesaid  were  among  the  women  of  the 

every  act  of  his  goveromeut.  greatest  rank,  fiunily,  and  distinction,  in  Asia ; 

and  were  left  by  the  deceased  nabob,,  the  son 

n. — That  Warren  Hastinf^,  Ksqnire,  cnn-  ,^f  the  one,  and  the  husband  of  the  other,  in 

tiary  to  law,  and  to  his  doty,  and  in  disobodi-  clur^e  of  certain  soosiderablo  part  of  bis  traa- 
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mirei,^iii  moMj,  uoA  oCber  Ttlmbla  move^  Oude  near  a  place  called  Chiimur,  uid  poa» 

bles,  as  well  aa  certain  landed  estates,  called  aesaing  an  entire  and  absolute  command  over 

jagl^rea,  in  order  to  the  wppori  of  their  own  the  said  prince,  did,  contrary  to  justice  and 

dignity,  and  the  honourable  maintenance  of  equity,  and  the  security  of  property,  as  well 

his  women,  and  a  numerous  offspring  and  as  to  public  faith,  and  the  sanction  of  the 

their  dependents ;  the  said  family  amounting,  ccmnpany's  guarantee,  under  the  colour  of  a 

in  the  whole,  to  two  thousand  persons,  w£>  treaty,  which  treaty  was  conducted  secretly, 

were,  by  the  said  nabob,  at  his  death,  recom-  without  a  written  document  of  any  part  of  the 

mended  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  oars  proceeding,  (except  the  pretended  treaty  it* 

and  protection  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  self,)  authorize  the  said  nabob  to  seize  upon, 

and  confiscate  to  his  own  profit,  the  landed 

VII.<— That  on  the  demand  of  the  nabob  of  estates,  called  jagbires,  of  his  parents,  kin- 

Oude  oi  his  parents  ibr  the  last  of  the  sums,  dred,  aiid  principal  nobility ;  only  stipulating 

wfaidi  completed  the  six  hundred  and  thirty  a  pension  to  the  nett  amount  of  the  rent  A 

thousand  pounds  aforesaid,  they,  the  said  pa-  the  said  lands  as  an  equivalent,  and  that  equi- 

rents,  did  positively  refine  to  pay  any  part  valent  to  such  only,  whose  lands  had  been 

cf  the  same  to  their  son  for  the  use  of  the  com-  guarantied  to  them  by  the  company :  but  pro- 

pany,  until  he  should  agree  to  certain  terms  vided  neither  in  the  said  pretended  treaty,  nor 

to  be  stipulated  in  a  regular  treaty ;  and,  in  any  subsequent  act  the  least  security  for 

among  oUier  particulars,  to  secure  them*  in  the  payment  of  the  said  pension  to  those  for 

the  remainder  of  their  possessions,  and  also  whom  such  pension  was  ostensibly  resenred ; 

OB  BO  account  or  pretence  to  make  any  fur-  and,  for  the  others,  not  so  much  as  a  show  of 

ther  demands  or  claims  on  them ;  and,  well  indemnity ;— to  the  extreme  scandal  of  the 

knowing  firom  whence  all  his  claims  and  ex-  British    government,  whidi,  valuing    itself 

actions  had  arisen,  they  demanded  that  the  upon  a  strict  regard  to  property,  did  eiqiressly 

said  treaty,  or  family  compact,  shouki  be  authorize,  if  it  did  not  comnund,  an  attack 

guarantied  by  the  goremour-general  and  ooun-  upon  that  right,  unprecedented  in  the  deqyo^ 

eil  of  Bengal ;  and  a  treaty  was  accordingly  tic  governments  of  India, 
agreed  to,  executed  by  the  nabob,  and  guaran- 
tied by  Jo^  Bristow,  Esquire,  the  resident  at        IX.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in 

Oude,  under  the  authority,  and  with  the  ex-  oider  to  cover  the  violent  and  unjust  proceed- 

press  consent  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ings  aforesaid,  did  assert  a  claim  of  right  in 

and  tite  council-general,  and,  in  consequence  the  same  nabob  to  all  the  possessions  df  his 

thereof,  the  sum  last  required  was  paid,  and  said  mother  and  grandmother,  as  bel<Higing  to 

discharges  given  to  the  nabob  for  all  the  mo-  him  by  the  Mahomedan  law ;   and  this  pre- 

ney  which  be  had  borrowed  fit>mhis  own  mo-  tended  claim  was  set  up  by  the  said  Warren 

ther,  and  the  mother  of  his  &ther.  Hastings,  after  the  nabob  had,  by  a  regular 

That  the  distresses  and  disorders  ip  the  na-  treaty,  ratified  and  guarantied  by  the  said 
bob's  government,  and  his  debt  to  the  compa-  Hastings  as  govemour>general,  renounced  and 
ny,  continuing  to  increase,  notwithstanding  released  all  demands  on  them.  And  this  false 
the  violent  methods  before  mentioned,  taken  pretence  of  a  legal  demand  was  taken  up  and 
to  augment  bis  resources,  the  said  Warren  acted  upon  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
Hastings,  on  the  fist  May,  and  on  the  Slst  without  laying  the  said  question  on  record  he- 
July,  1781,  (he  and  Mr.  Wheler  being  the  fore  the  council-general,  or  giving  notice  to 
only  remaining  members  of  the  council-gene-  the  persons  to  be  affected  thereby,  to  support 
ral,  and  he  having  the  conclusive  and  casting  their  righu  before  any  of  the  principal  magis- 
Toice,  and  thereby  being  in  eflbct  the  whole  trates  sind  expounders  of  the  Mahomedan  law, 
council,)  did,  in  the  name  and  under  the  au-  or  taking  publicly  the  opinions  of  any  person 
thority  of  the  board,  resolve  on  a  journey  to  conversant  therein, 
the  upper  provinces,  in  order  to  a  personal 

interview  with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  toward        X. — That,  in  order  to  give  fivther  colour 

the  settlement  of  his  distressed  affairs ;  and'  to  the  acts  of  ill  faith  and  violence  aforesaid, 

did  give  to  himself  a  delegation  of  the  powers  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cause  to  be 

of  the  said  council,  in  direct  violation  of  the  taken  at  Lucknow,  and  other  places,  before 

company's  orders,  forbidding  such  delegation,  divers  persons,  and  particularly  before  Sir 

Elijah  impey,  knight,  his  majesty's  chief  jus- 

VIIT.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  tice,  acting  extra-judicially,  and  not  within 

having  by  his  i4>pointnient  met  the  nabob  of  the  limits  of  his  jurisdiction,  several  passion* 
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mB,  evokM,  irrelevut,  and  irragnUr  aifid^  tion  of  the  j^hkm  tioreraid  w«s  to  be  eon-- 

Tits,  coostfcing  of  matter  not  fit  to  be  depoeed  sidered  m  a  measure  from  the  Eoglisb,  and  te 

OB  oath ;  ofreports,  coojectaree,  and  heanaja ;  be  intended  for  their  benefit ;  and  aa  such,  that 

aome  of  the  persons  swearing  to  the  said  hear^  the  exeeution  was  to  be  forced  upon  him ;  and 

aajB,  having  declined  to  declare  fi^Hn  whom  the  execnticHi  thereof  was  accordingly  forced 

they  heard  the  accounts  at  second-band  sworn  upon  him.    And  the  resident,  Middleton  on 

to :  the  said  affidants  in  general  tending  to  the  nabob's  refusal  to  act  in  contradiction  to 

support  the  calumnious  charge  of  the  said  to  his  sworn  engagement,  guarantied  by  the 

Warren  Hasting,  namely :  that  the  aged  wo-  East  India  company,  and  in  the  undutiful  and 

man  befiire  mentioned  had  formed,  or  engaged  unnatural  manner  required,  did  totally  super- 

in,  a  plan  for  the  depoeition  of  their  son  and  a^  his  authority  in  his  own  dominions,  con> 

sovereign,  and  the  utter  extirjMtum  of  the  sidering  himself  as  empowered  so  to  act  by 

English  nation :  and  neither  the  said  charge  the  instmctions  of  the  said  Hastings,  although 

against  persons  whose  dependence  was  prin*  he  had  reason  to  apprehend  a  general  insur* 

dpally,  if  not  wholly,  on  the  good  &ith  of  this  rection  in  consequence  thereof,  and  that  he 

nation,  and  highly  afibcting  the  honour,  pro*  found  it  necessary  to  remove  his    fiunily, 

perty,  and  even  lives,  of  women  of  the  highest  "  which  he  did  not  wish  to  retain  there  m  case 

conditioo :  nor  the  affidaviu  intended  to  sup-  of  a  rupture  with  the  nabob,  or  the  necessity 

port  the  same,  ejttra-judicially  taken  eaHpatU,  of  employing  the  British  forces  in  the  redwv 

and  without  notice,  by  the  said  Sir  Elijah  tion  of  to  aumils  and  troops ;"   and  he  did 

Impey,  and  others,  were  at  any  time  commu-  accordingly,  as  sovereign,  issue  his  own  edicts 

aicatod  to  the  parties  diarged,  or  to  any  agent  and  warrants,  in  defiance  of  the  resistance  of 

for  them ;  nor  wera  they  called  upon  to  an-  the  nabob,  in  the  manner  described  in  the  Iel« 

twer,  nor  any  explanation  demanded  of  them,  tera  aforesaid,  in  a  letter  of  6th  December, 

1781,  that  is  to  say,  <</Wm^  the  nabob  wa- 
XI. — That  the  article  affecting  private  pr<^  vering  in  hi$  deiermmatian  about  the  reaump' 
^artj  secored  by  public  acts,  in  the  said  pre-  tion  of  the  jagldree,  I  this  day,  in  presence  of, 
tended  treaty,  contains  nothing  more  than  a  and  with  the  ministeHs  concurrence,  ordered 
geoeral  permission,  given  by  the  said  Warren  the  necessary  perwannahs  to  be  written  to  the 
HMtings,  for  confiscating  such  jaghirea,  or  several  aumils  for  that  purpose;  and  it  was 
landed  estates,  with  the  modifications  therein  my  firm  resolution  to  have  despatched  them 
contained,  <<  as  Ae  [the  nabob]  may  find  ne-  this  evening,  with  proper  people  to  see  them 
eessary ;"  hut  does  not  directly  point  at,  or  punctually  and  implicitly  carried  into  execu- 
axpress  by  name,  any  of  the  landed  posses-  tion ;  but  before  they  were  all  transcribed,  I 
si<»s  of  the  nabob's  mother.  But  soon  after  received  a  message  from  the  nabob,  who  had 
the  siting  of  the  said  pretended  treaty  (that  been  informed  by  the  minister  of  the  resolu- 
is,  on  the  89th  November,  1781,)  it  did  ap-  tion  I  had  taken,  entreating  that  I  would  witi^ 
pear  that  a  principal  object  thereof  was  to  hold  the  perwannahs  until  to-morrow  morning, 
enable  the  nabob  to  seize  upmi  the  estates  of  when  he  would  attend  me,  and  afford  me 
his  female  parents  aforesaid,  which  had  been  satisfiustion  m  this  point.  As  the  loss  of  a 
guarantied  to  them  by  the  East  India  compa-  few  houra  in  the  despatch  of  the  perwannahs 
ay.  And  although  in  the  treaty,  or  pretended  appearedoflittlemoment,  and  as  it  is  possible 
treaty,  aforeaaid,  nothing  more  is  purported  the  nabob,  wctn;  that  the  burinete  will  at  aU 
than  to  give  a  simple  permission  to  the  nabob  events  be  done^  may  make  it  an  act  of  his  own, 
to  seize  upon  and  confiscate  the  estates,  leav-  I  have  consented  to  indulge  him  in  fUfrequest; 
ing  the  ezecutioo  or  non-execution  of  the  same  but  be  the  result  of  our  intermeu)  u^atever  it 
wholly  to  his  discretion,  yet  it  appears,  by  nuQT,  nothing  shall  prevent  the  ordere  being  t«- 
•everal  letters  from  Nathaniel  Middleton,  sued  (o-moirotD,  either  by  him  or  myself  with 
Esquire,  the  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  of  the  eoneurrenee  of  the  ministers.  Your  plea- 
fhe  6th,  7th,  anl  9th  of  December,  1781 ,  that  sure  respecting  Uie  begums  I  Inve  learnt  from 
no  such  discretion,  as  expressed  in  the  treaty,  Sir  Elijah ;  uid  the  measure  heretofore  pro- 
was  leA,  or  intended  to  be  left  with  him  the  posed  will  soon  follow  the  resumption  of  tlie 
saul  nabob ;  but  that  the  said  article  ought  jaghires.  From  both,  or  indeed  from  the  for- 
practically  to  have  a  construction  of  a  directly  mer  alone,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  complete 
contrary  tendency ;  that,  instead  of  consider-  liquidation  of  the  company's  balance.'* — And 
ing  the  article  as  originating  from  the  nabob,  also  in  another  letter  of  the  7th  December, 
and  containing  a  po ww  provided  in  his  fitvour,  1 781 , — *^  I  had  the  honour  to  addtess  you  yet* 
which  be  did  not  poaaess  before,  the  ooofisca-  terday,  informing  you  of  the  steps  I  had  takes 
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Ib  nfard  to  the  rtMinptioii  </  Ae  jmgkvm,  oa  tba  Mbj«ec  of  reMining  the  JBchirea,  and 

ThU.  morning  tht  vixier  eam»  to  mt  meemdoig  tlM  step  I  had  taken  in  eonaeqoence.     ifw 

fe  Am  agrtwwnij  but  aeemmgiy  vntlma  amf  eaxiUtney  appeared  to  ht  9«ry  mneh  htri  and 

tnten/ion  or  dtirt  to  yidd  me  tadrfattiait  on  tneonied  ai  tka  meamrt;  and  leudfy  e&mpUAnt 

A*  tnhjeei  under  diMcuuion ;  for,  after  a  great  of  the  trtaekery  of  hie  mimuten ;  Jlrel,  in  gw- 

deal  of  eonveraation^  eonaieHngy  on  hia  pari,  of  mg  you  any  hope*  that  aueh  ti  meamre  would 

trifiing  evauon  and  puerile  exeuoee  for  wiik-  be  adopted;  and  eecondly^  m  iheir  prommng 

koiding  hio  anoent  to  the  meaoure,  though  at  me  their  vfhaU  eupport  m  earrying  it  through  : 

the  tame  time  prof emng  the  moot  impUdt  oub-  butfOtlapprthend^rathorthmong^eriitoe^ 

iNMnon  to  your  t0wA«r,  I  found  tnyte^f  without  pear  that  the  point  had  been  carried  in  oppooi* 

emy  other  reeouree  than  the  one  of  empUiyinf  fion  to  hie  will,  he  at  length  yielded  to  a  nomi* 

that  exelueive  authority  with  which  I  conoider  nai  acquiescence,  and  has  this  day  issned  his 

your  inetructiona  to  veetme:  I  therefore  ds-  own  perwannahs  to  that  effect;    dedaritkgf 

olartd  to  thenabobf  in  preoenee  of  the  minieter  Aeuwoer,  at  the  eamo  Ame,  both  to  me  and  kw 

and  Mr.  Johnoonj  who  J  deaired  might  bear  mmtstort,  that  it  ia  em  act  of  eompetiaion.    I 

lotlncM  of  the  eonvcrsoCion,  that  I  eonatruod  hope  to  he  ahle  in  a  few  days,  in  consequeoM 

hia  rejection  ^  the  meaoure  propooed,  aa  a  of  this  measure,  to  transmit  yon  an  acooont 


treaeh  of  his  oolemn  promioe  to  jron,  osid  an  of  the  actual  valoe  and  produce  of  the  jaghii«.| 

umwiUingneoa  to  yidd  that  aeeutanoe  which  opposed  to  the  nominal  amoont  at  whidi  they 

tods  evidently  in  Am  power ^  towarda  UquidaUng  stand  rated  on  tbo  books  of  the  tircar." 
hia  heavy  ooeumuiating  debt  to  the  company ; 

and  that  I  must  in  coMequence  determine,  m  XII. — ^That  the  said  Warren  Hasting*, 

my  own  justification,  to  Msiie  immediafefy  the  instead  of  expressing  any  disapprohatioB  o^ 

porwannaha,  which  had  only  been  withheld  in  the  proceedings  aforesaid,  in  TiolatioB  of  the 

the  sanguine  hope,  that  he  would  be  |Mwrailed  rights  secured  by  treaty  with  the  mother  and 

upon  to  mahe  that  hia  own  aet^  which  nothing  grandmother  of  the  reigning  prince  ot  Oode, 

but  the  most  urgent  necessity  cookl  force  mo  and  not  less  in  Tlolation  of  the  sorereign 

to  mahe  mow. — ^He  left  me  without  any  reply,  rights  of  the  nabob  himself,  did,  by  frequent 

but  afterwards  sent  for  hit  minister,  and  au-  messages,  stimulate  tlie  said  Middlelon  to  a 

thorixed  him  to  give  me  hopes,  that  my  requt-  perseverance  in,  and  to  a  rigorous  executioD 

sition  would  be  complied  with ;  on  which  I  of  the  same ;  and,  in  his  letter  from  Benaren 

expressed  my  satisfaction,  but  declared,  that  I  of  the  £6th  December,  1781,  did  "expresv 

could  admit  of  no  further  delays ;  and  unless  doi:d>ta  of  his  firmness  and  aetirity,  and,  abovsr 

I  received  his  excellency's  formal  acquiescence  all,  of  his  recollection  of  his  instructions,  and 

before  the  evening,  I  shouM  then  most  assur-  their  importance ;  and  that,  if  he  couU  qot  re* 

edly  issue  my  perwannahs ;  which  /  htme  ac^  ly  on  his  own  [power]  and  the  means  he  pos- 

eardingly  done,  not  having  had  any  assurances  sessod  for  performing  those  services,  he  woidd 

from  his  excellency,  that  could  justify  a  fur-  free  him  [the  said  Middleton]  yi'om  (he  eharg* 

iher  suspension.    I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  as,  and  would  proceed  himoe^  to  Lucknow, 

inform  you  of  the  effects  of  the  perwannahs,  and  would,  Atmse{/*,  undertake  them." 
which,  in  many  parts,  1  am  apprehensive  it 

will  be  found  necessary  to  enforce  unlh  fnijifa-  XIII. — That  very  donbtfol  credit  is  to  bo 
ry  aid,  4  am  not,  however,  entirely  without  given  to  any  letters  written  by  the  said  Mid- 
hopes  that  the  nabob,  whenAstfees  <Aie  ineffhtf  dleton  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when 
cy  of  further  oppoeitionf  may  alt^  his  couduct^  they  answer  the  purposes  which  the  said 
and  prevent  <As  eor^fuaion  and  dioagreeable  Warren  Hastings  had  evidently  in  view,  the 
eonoequeneea^  toAioA  wotdd  be  too  Uhdy  to  re-  said  Middleton  having  written  to  him  in  the 
anitfrom  the  preeeciUion  of  a  meaoure  qfaueh  following  manner,  from  Lucknow,  90th  Da- 
tmpor<an«eioi/Aoi(f  Am  eoiitfurreiiee.-  comber,  1781 : 

His  excellency  talks  of  going  to  Fyxabad, 

for  the  purpose  heretofore  mentioned,  in  three  XIV.-— "  Mr  dkar  im,*-*!  have  this  day 

or  four  days :  JtwaA  Aa  may  be  aeriouo  m  Ais  answered  your  pubHe  letter  in  the  form  you 

intontion,  and  yon  may  rest  assured,  /  lAoft  aeem  to  expect.    I  hope  there  is  nothing  in  it 

i^pore  no  paina  to  Accp  him  to  it/*-»~And  fur*  that  may  appear  to  you  too  pointed.     If  yon 

ther,  in  a  letter  of  the  9th  December,  1781--  wisA  lAs  matter  to  be  otherwiae  underolood  than 

**  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  on  the  7th  /  Aooe  taken  up  and  atetod  it,  I  need  not  aay  I 

instant,  informing  you  of  the  eonversation  ahaU  be  ready  to  eoi^orm  to  whatever  you  may 

which  had  passed  between  the  nabob  and  mO)  prsaoriAs,  and  to  take  n^on  myadf  any  ahar$ 
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•f  t^  Uame  iff  Am  {kUhtrio)  fioit-pa/«nN<iM»  whieh  the  tmhif  of  the  treasures  wu  pt^ 
^theUipulaiiontinade  OH  bdta^qf  the  nabob,  posed,  waa  also  £rected;  not  one  only,  but 
Though  I  do  assure  yoo,  I  myself  represented  both  sides  of  the  alternative  being  enforced 
to  his  excellency  and  the  ministers,  conceiving  upon  the  female  parents  of  the  nabob  aforesaid, 
it  to  be  your  desire,  that  the  apparent  aetttmp*  although  both  the  one  and  the  other  had  been 
ficm  o/tke  rem*  of  ki$  government  (for  in  that  secured  to  them  by  a  treaty  with  the  East  In- 
light  he  undoubtedly  considered  it  at  the  first  dia  company. 
View)  as  specified  in  the  agreement  executed 

bf  him,  was  not  meant  to  be/«tty  and  tUerai^  *  XVUI.— That  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  knigfat* 

•Bferced,  but  that  it  was  necessary  you  thoiM  ^  msjesty's  chief  justice  at  Fort  Williaah 

Asse  something  to  ahmo  on  your  nde^  at  the  ^^^  undertake  a  journey  of  nine  hundred  miles, 

sssipoi^  uwTB  deprived  of  a  ben^t  taUhont  a  *««  Calcutta  to  Lucknow,  on  pretence  ot 

nqmtal;  and  upon  the  faith  qf  thuatturanee  health  and  pleasure ;  but  was  in  reality  in  the 

ntoae,  I  believe  I  may  safely  affirm  his  excel-  ■•^t  ^  ^—  and  olhsr  irregular  transao- 

Iency*s  objections  to  signing  the  treaty  were  ^«»f  •^  employed  as  a  channel  of  confident 

given  up.    If  I  have  understood  the  matter  ^^^  communication  therein.     Ami  the  saki 

wronger  misconceived  your^lesign,  I  am  tru-  Warren  Hastings,  by  presuming  to  employ  the 

ly  sorry  ibr  it ;  however,  it  ie  not  too  tote  to  "^  chief  justice,  a  person  particularly  unAt  for 

earrvet  theerrour;  ondtamready  to  vnder^  »»  H^^t  »  *•  transaction  of  afiairsi primA 

idte,  and,  Ood  triOing,  to   carry  through,  /«»«  ^  *m^  unjust,  vk>lent«  and  oppressive, 

whatever  you  may,  on  the  rte&pt  of  my  pubHe  o»traryto  public  laith,  and  to  the  sentinMntS 

tasr,  tiU  me  is  yourjhud  reeoloeJ'  ^^  ^"^  of  nature,  and  which  he  the  said  Has« 

tings  was  ssnsible  "  oouU  not  iaal  to  draw  ob« 

XV.— That  it  appears,  but  on  his,  tbesakl  ^"7  <»  himself  by  his  partkipation«"  did 

MUdletott's  sole  authority,  in  a  letter  from  *H«»«  **»e  king's  commission,  and  render 

the  said  Middleton,  dated  Lucknow,  td  De-  ^>^oob  to  the  natives  of  Hindosteo  the  justice 

eember,  1781,thatthe  nabobofOude,  wishing  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
to'evade  the  measure  of  resuming  the  jaghires 

aferesaid,dkl  send  a  message  to  him,  purport-  XIX. — That  although  the  sakl  Warren 
mg,  «*  that  if  the  measure  proposed  was  in-  Hastings  was,  firom  the  beginning,  duly  in. 
tended  to  procure  the  payment  of  the  bahmce  fcnned  of  the  violence  offered  to  the  persona) 
dne  to  the  company,  he  could  better  and  more  melinations  of  die  nabob,  and  the  "  apparent 
expeditiousiy  effect  that  object,  by  taking  fi^m  •««iinption  of  the  reins  of  his  government,'* 
his  mother  the  treasures  of  his  father,  which  ^^r  the  purposes  aforesaid,  yet,  more  than  two 
he  did  assert  to  be  in  her  hands,  and  to  which  7**"  ^"*  *»•  ^^  ^"^^  ^  ^s  private  agent, 
he  did  claim  a  right ;  and  that  it  would  be  suf-  Major  Palmer,  Uiat  U  to  say ,  in  his  letter  of 
fldent  that  he,  the  said  Hastings,  toouU  hmi  «l»  6th  of  May,  1783,  *<  that  it  hss  been  a  mat- 
Ms  <9»nion  npm  if ,  iinfA<wr  g^'vinr  a /orma{  ter  of  «?iMrf  surpms  and  «wieem  to  him,  to 
tctnetion  to  the  measure  propoeed;  and  that  !•«»>  fro™  «*»•  !•»»«»•  ^  ^  resident,  that  Om 
whatever  his  resolution  upon  the  subject  «»*x*  "nnor  was  with  difficulty,  and  almost 
ihouki  be,  it  wouW  be  expedient  to  keep  it  miconqusrable  reluctance,  induced  to  give  his 
•eeret ;»»  adding, "  the  resumption  of  the  jag»  consent  to  Om  attachment  of  Uie  treasure  de* 
Mres  t<  IS  necessary  to  suspend  tiU  I  have  P<«J««*  ^J  *»■  <^^'»  »«>•'  ^^  «*«•««  ?f  ^^ 
Mwr  onssoer  to  this  letter,"  begum  his  mother,  and  to  the  resumption  of 

her  jagfaire,  and  the  other  jaghires  of  the  indi- 
XVI.— That  St  does  not  appear  that  the  ▼«*«»>■  «f  his  family;"   which  pretence  of 
nid  Hastings  did  write  any  letter  in  answer  to  ignorance  of  the  nabob's  inclinations  is  ficti- 
(he  proposal  of  the  said  Middleton,  but  he,  the  *«<»»»  •od  groundless.    But  whatever  deoep- 
sakl  Hastings  dki  communicate  his  pleasure  tion  he  might  pretend  to  be  in  concerning  the 
thereon  to  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  being  then  at  original  mtention  of  the  nabob,  he  was  not, 
Lucknow,  for  fab,  the  said  Middleton*s  hifor^  ■»  ^^  he  pretend  to  be,  ignorant  of  his,  the 
mation ;  and  it  does  appear,  that  the  seizing  «»>»ob's  reluctance  to  proeeed  in  the  said  msa^ 
Of  the  treasuies  of  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  •ottm ;  but  did  admit  his  knowledge  of  the  na^ 
laid  to  have  been  proposed  as  an  aUemative  hob's  reluctance  to  their  full  ezeoutioB,  and  y« 
by  the  said  nabob,  to  prevent  the  remimption  <>«*  jn»t>fy  «he  same  as  foUows : 
of  the  jaghires,  was  determined  upon  and  or-  XX.—"  I  desire  that  you  wUl  iafonik  Uoi 
dared  by  the  said  Hastings ;  and  the  resump- 
tion of  the  i«id  jaghires,  fof  the  rflDSom  of  •  Bas  Or%. 
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(the  nabob)  that  in  thoM  and  the  other  nea-  the  treaty,  as  it  wai  before;  the  denkred  in, 
Bures,  which  were  either  propoaed  by  him,  or  tent  <^  the  article  being  only  to  remove  the 
received  bin  concurrence  in  the  agreement  reatraint  of  the  company's  guarantee  forbid- 
passed  between  us  at  Chunar,  I  neither  had,  ding  such  resumption,  but  furnishing  nothing 
nor  could  have  any  object  but  hi$  relkf  and  which  could  authorize  putting  that  resumption 
thM  tUenglhening  of  hU  eoimeetion  with  tht  into  the  hands  and  power  of  the  company,  to 
company ;  and  that  I  should  not,  on  any  other  be  enforced  at  their  discretion.  And  with  re- 
ground,  have  exposed  myself  to  the  peraonal  gard  to  the  other  part  of  the  spoil  made  by 
Moqtuff  vMek  they  eotdd  not  fail  to  draw  up-  order  of  the  said  Hastings,  and  by  him,  in  the 
on  ms  6y  my  parttc^tatiou  in  them,  but  left  letter  aforesaid,  stated  to  be  made  equally 
him  to  regulate,  by  his  own  discretion,  and  by  against  the  will  of  the  nabob,  namely,  tbttl 
bis  own  means,  the  economy  of  his  own  finan-  which  was  committed  on  the  personal  and 
oes,  and,  with  much  more  cause,  tht  auertien  moveable  pix^  erty  of  the  iemale  parents  c£ 
9f  hit  domestic  right.  In  theee,  he  had  no  the  nabob,  nou.ing  whatsoever  in  relation  to 
regular  eUam  to  my  nOerferenee ;  nor  had  I,  in  the  same  is  stipulated  in  the  said  pretended 
my  public  character,  any  claim  upon  him,  but  treaty. 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt  then  due  from  him 

to  the  company,  although  I  was  luder  the  XXII. — That  the  said  Hastings,  in  aaseit- 

•trongest  obligations  to  require  it  for  the  relief  ing  that  he  was  bound  to  the  acts  aforesaid  by 

of  the  pressing  exigencies  of  their  affairs.—  public  duty,  and  even  by  national  faith,  in  th* 

He  will  well  remen^ier  thft  manner  in  which,  very  instance  in  which  that  national  &ith  waa 

at  a  visit  to  him,  in  his  own  tent,  I  declared  by  him  grossly  violated;   and  in  justifying 

my  acquiescence  freely  and  without  hesitation  himself,  by  alleging  that  he  was  bound  to  the 

to  each  proposition,  which  afterwards  form  the  complete  execution  by  a  responsibility  to  the 

substance  of  a  written  agreement,  as  be  seve-  company,  which  he  immediately  served ;  and 

rally  made  them ;  and  he  can  want  no  other  by  asserting,  that  these  violent  and  rapacious 

evidence  of  my  motives  for  so  cheerful  a  eon-  proceedings,  subjecting  all  persons  concerned 

sent,  nor  for  the  requests  which  I  added  as  in  them  to  obloquy,  would  be  the  means* of 

the  means  of  ftilfiUing  his  purposes  in  them,  strengthening  the  connection  of  the  nabob 

Had  he  not  made  these  measures  his  own  op-  with  the  British  united  company  of  merchants 

tion,  I  should  not  have  proposed  them ;  fnU  trading  to  the  East  Indies,  did  disgrace  the 

having  once  adopted  (Asm,  emd  made  them  the  authority  under  which  he  immediately  acted. 

eonditione  t^a/ormalcmd  eaered agreemenlf  I  And  that  the  said  Hastings,  in  justifying  his 

had  no  longer  an  option  to  diepenee  with  <A«m,  obligations  to  the  said  acts  by  a  responsibility 

but  VHU  bound  to  the  complete  performanee  to  the  hing,  namely,  to  the  king  of  Great 

and  execution  of  them,  at  pointt  of  public  du"  Britain,  did  endeavour  to  throw  upon  his  ma- 

^  ahd  of  national  faith,  for  vohieh  I  wat  re-  jesty,  his  lawful  sovereign  (whose  name  and 

tponutie  to  my  king  and  the  company,  my  character  he  was  bound  to  respect,  and  to 

immediate  euperiourt;  and  ihitvxuthereaeon  preserve  in  estimation  with  all  persons,  and 

far  my  iniieting  on  their  performanee  and  e«-  particularly  with  the  sovereign  princes,  the 

ceiiiton,  when  I  wat  told  that  ^  nabob  himMetf  allies  of  his   government)  tlra  disgrace  and 

had  rdaaedfrom  ftu  original  purpote  and  es*-  odium  of  the  aforesaid  acts,  in  whidi  a  sovo- 

prttted  a  rduetanee  to  proceed  in  it.**  reign  prince  was  by  him,  the  said  Hastings, 

made  an  instrument  of  perfidy,  wrong,  vid 

XXI. — ^That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  outrage  to  two  mothers  and  wives  of  6ov»- 

does  admit,  that  the  nabob  had,  originally,  no  reign  princes ;  and  in  which  he  did  exhibit  to 

regular  claim  upon  him  for  his  interforence,  or  all  Asia  (a  country  remarkable  for  the  utmost 

he  any  claim  on  the  nabob,  which  might  en-  devotion  to  parental  authority)  the  spoctaclo 

title  him  to  interfere  in  the  nabob's  domestic  of  a  christian  governor,  representing  a  chria- 

coneems ;  yet,  in  order  to  justify  his  so  tnvi-  tian  sovereign,  compelling  a  son  to  becomo 

dious  an  interference,  he  did,  in  the   letter  the  instrument  of  such  violence  and  extortion 

aforesaid,  give  a  folse  account  of  the  said  against  his  own  mother, 

treaty,  which  (as  before  mentioned)  did  no*  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  by  repesU 

thmg  more  than  give  a  permission  to  the  nabob  ed  messages  and  injunctions,  and  under  men** 

to  resume  the  jaghires,  if  HE  thould  judge  ces  of  "  a  dreadful  responsibility,"  did  urge  the 

the  tame  to  be  neeettary ;  and  did  therefore  resident  to  a  completion  of  this  barbarous  net; 

leave  the  right  of  dispensing  with  the  whole,  or  and  well  knowing  that  iiioh  an  act  would 

tny  part  thereof,  as  much  in  his  option  after  probably  bo  resisted,  did  order  him*  the  Mid 
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mident,  to  aae  the  Britiih  troops  under  hit  Too  will  allow  tfaoB  to  hkf  waj 

directioa  ibr  that  purpoie ;   and  did  offer  the  and  ooovenieaoe,  which  may  be  ooosiatenk 

■wflHanre  of  further  forces,  urging  the  exe-  with  a  strict  gmrd  otw  them." 
eatioB  in  the  following  peremptory  terme; 

**Tou  ycmne^f  must  be  penanaUy  pretent;        XXYI. — ^That  io  ooniequenoe  of  theeo 

joa  most  not  idlow  oiiy  negotiation  or  forbear-  wverities  upon  herself  and  oa  those  whom  sha 

•noe,  but  must  prosecute  both  serviceSf  until  most  regarded  and  trusted,  the  mother  of  the 

the  begums  (princesses)  are  at  the  entire  mer-  said  naM>  did  at  length  consent  to  the  deliTer* 

ey  of  the  nabob."  ing  up  of  her  treasureS|  and  the  same  were 

paid  to  the  resident,  to  the  amount  of  the  bond 

XXIII.— That  in  conformity  to  the  said  giTea  by  the  nsbob  to  the  company  for  his 

peremptory  orders,  a  party  of  British  and  balance  of  the  year  1779-60,  and  the  said 

other  troops,  with  the  nabob  in  the  ostensible,  treasure  "  was  taken  from  the  most  secret  re* 

and  the  British  resident  in  the  real  command,  oesses  in  the  houses  of  the  twoeunucha." 
wore  drawn  towards  the  city  of  Fyxabad,  in 

die  castle  of  which  the  mother  and  grandmo-        XXVIl.'^That  the  nabob  continuing  still 

ther  of  the  nabob  had  their  residence ;  and  af^  under  the  pressure  of  a  further  pretended  debt 

ler  expending  two  days  in  negotiation  (the  to  the  company,  for  his  balance  of  the  year 

particulars  of  which  do  not  i^pear)  the  resi-  1780-81,  the  resident,  not  satisfied  with  tha 

dent  not  receiring  the  satisfaction  he  looked  seizure  of  the  estates  and  treasures  of  his 

for,  the  town  was  first  stormed,  and  afterwards  parents  aforesaid,  although  he,  the  said  resi- 

dw  castle ;   and  little  or  no  resistance  being  dent  did  confess  that  the  princess  mother  '*  bad 

made,  and  no  blood  being  shed  on  either  side,  declared,  with  apparvU  tntlK,  that  she  had  de* 

the  British  troops  occupied  all  the  outer  in-  liTered  up  Ifts  tahaiU  9/  ifte  piropaty  m  Imr 

ek»ure  of  the  palace  of  one  of  the  princesseS|  handty  excepting  goods,  which,  fixMn  the  ex* 

and  blocked  up  the  other.  perienoe  which  he,  the  resident,  had  of  tha 

amaUprodmet  of  the  sales  of  a  former  payment 

XXIV.— That  this  violent  assault  and  for*  made  by  her  m  that  mode,  he  did  reAiae,  and 

cible  occupation  of  their  houses,  and  the  fui^  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  certainly  would  have 

tl»r  extremities  they  had  to  apprehend,  did  not  amounted  to  little  or  nothing  ;**  did  proceed  to 

prevail  on  the  female  parents  of  the  nabob  to  extort  another  great  sum  of  romiey,  that  is  to 

consent  to  any  submission,  until  the  resident  say,  the  sum  of  ltO,000(.  sterling,  on  account 

tent  hi  unto  them  a  letter  from  tho  said  War-  of  the  last  pretended  balance  aforesaid.     In 

ran  Hastings  (no  copy  of  which  appears)  do*  order,  therefore,  to  compel  the  said  ministers 

daring  himself  no  longer  bound  by  the  guaran-  and  treasurers  either  to  distress  their  princ^ 

tee,  and  containing  such  other  matter  as  tend-  pals  by  extorting  whatever  valuable  substance 

ed  to  remove  ^11  their  hopes,  which  seemed  to  might,  by  any  posibility,  remain  concealed, 

be  centered  in  British  foith.  or  to  furnish  the  said  sum  from  their  own  e^ 

tates,  or  from  their  credit  with  their  friends, 

XXV.— That  tho  chief  officers  of  their  he,  the  resident,  did  order  their  imprisonment 

household,  who  were  their  treasurers  and  con-  to  be  aggravated  with  circumstances  of  great 

fidential  agents,  the  eunuchs  Jewar  Ali  KMn  cruelty,  giving  an  order  to  Lieutenant  Francis 

and  Behar  Ali  K&hn,  persons  of  great  emi-  Rutledge,  dated  20th  January,  1782,  in  tha 

nence,  rank,  and  distinction,  who  had  been  in  following  words : 

high  trust  and  favour  with  the  late  nabob,  were  

ignominiously  put  into  confinement  under  an        XX Vm.—'*  Sir,—- When  this  nets  is  d^ 

inferiour  officer,  in  order  to  extort  the  dts-  livered  to  you  by  Hoolas  Roy,  I  have  to  da- 

eovery  of  the  treasures  and  effects  committed  sire  that  you  order  the  two  prisoners  to  he  put 

to  their  care  and  fidelity.    And  the  said  Mid-  m  trens,  ftsepmg'  thtmjnm  iUfoodj  ^. 


dleton  did  soon  afler,  that  tB  to  say,  on  the  tile  to  my  msCnielioiis  ofyeaUrday, 

12th  of  January,  1782,  deliver  them  over  for        (Signed)       **  Natrl.  Middlktoh.'* 

the  same  purpose  into  the  custody  of  Captain 

Neal  Stuart,  commanding  the  8th  regiment,        XXIX.— That  by  the  said  unjust  and 

by  his  order  given  in  the  following  words:  rigorous  proceeding,  the  said  eunuchs  were 

**'to  be  kept  in  close  and  secure  confinement,  compelled  to  give  tlieir  engagement  for  tha 

admitting  of  no  intercourse  with  them,  except-  payment  of  120,0001.  sterling  aforesaid,  to  bo 

ing  by  their  four  menial  servants,  who  are  an-  completed  witMn  the  period  of  one  month ; 

thorixed  to  attend  them  until  fhrther  orders,  but  after  they  had  entered  into  the  said  oon* 
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putooiy  flDftgeiMBt,  fbflf  wera  atiH  kept  in  oo  th«  said  extorted  boad,  ne  more  than  aboat 

•loeeiniprisoaineiit,  and  tlie  mother  «odgniid<  t&,000l,  according  to  the  staiement  of  the 

mother  of  the  nabob  were  theoMielTea  beM  un*  eunucha,  and  not  abore  fifty  tbouaand  accord- 

der  a  strict  guard ;  although,  at  the  same  time,  ing  to  that  made  bj  the  resident, 
the  confiscated  estates  were  actually  in  the 

eompany's  possession,  and  found  to  exceed  the  XXXIII. — That  in  this  advanced  state 
amount  of  what  they  were  rated  at  in  the  gene*  of  the  delivery  of  the  extorted  treasure,  the 
ral  list  of  oonfiecated  estates ;  and  alt£>ugb  ministers  of  the  women  aforesaid  of  the  reign- 
the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  did  confest  ing  &mily  did  apply  to  Captain  Leonard 
^  that  the  object  of  distressing  the  bbow  be-  Jaques,  under  whose  custody  they  were  con- 
gum  was  nnerely  to  obtun  a  riatfy  menqf  in-  ioed,  to  be  infi>rmed  of  the  deficiency  with 
stead  of  a  dililmy  pofimeiUf  and  that  this  which  they  stood  charged,  that  they  might  en- 
ready  money  paymsnt^  if  not  paid,  was  re-  deavour,  with  the  assistance  of  their  friends, 
ooverabie  in  the  course  of  a  few  asonths  upon  to  provide  for  the  same,  and  praying  that  they 
the  jaghires  in  his  possession ;  and  that  there-  night,  through  his  mediation,  be  freed  from 
lore  it  waa  not  worth  procaediag  to  any  ex-  the  hsirdships  they  suffered  under  their  cos^ 
tremities  beyond  the  one  deacribed,  (namely,  finement ;  to  which  application  they  received 
IheconfinamentoftbepriniQesseSiaiid  theim-  an  insolent  answer  from  the  said  Richard 
prisonment  and  fettering  of  their  ministsrs)  Johnson,  dated  February  £7th,  1782,  declar- 
upon  so  reapaciable  a  frmily."  ing,  that  part  of  what  he  had  received  in  pay- 
ment was  in  jewels  and  bullion  \  and  that 
XXX.-«Tbal  after  the  surreBder  of  the  more  than  a  month,  the  time  fixed  for  the  final 
treasure,  and  the  pausing  the  bonds  and  6bU-  payment,  would  elapse  before  he  could  dispose 
gations  given  as  aferesaid,  Uie  resident  having  of  the  same ;  insisting  upon  a  ready  money 
been  strictly  ordered  by  the  said  Warren  Has-  payment,  and  assuring  them,  "  that  the  day 
tings  not  to  make  any  settlement  whatsoever  on  which  their  agreement  expired,  he  shouU 
widi  the  said  women  of  high  rank,  the  nabob  be  indispensably  obliged  to  recommence  serc- 
waa  induced  to  leave  thscity  of  Fyxabad  with-  rities  upon  them,  until  the  laat  farthing  was 
cut  taking  leave  of  his  mother,  or  showing  her  fiilly  paid."  And  in  order  to  add  to  their  tor- 
•ny  mark  of  duty  or  civility.  And  on  the  roura  and  hardships,  as  well  as  to  find  some 
•ame  day  the  resident  left  thie  city  aforesaid ;  pretext  for  the  further  cruel  and  inhuman  acts 
and  after  bia  return  to  Luokaow,  in  order  to  intended,  an  apparently  groundless  and  injuri- 
pacify  the  aaid  HasUnga,  who  appeared  to  re-  ous  charge  was  suggested  to  the  imprisoned 
aent  that  the  nabob  was  not  urged  to  greater  ministers  aforesaid,  in  tlie  following  words  : — 
degrees  of  rigour  than  thoee  hitherto  uaed  ^  You  may  also  mention  to  them,  that  I  have 
towards  his  mother,  he  the  aaid  resident  did,  reason  to  autpect  that  the  commotions  raised 
In  his  letter  of  the  6th  February,  give  him  an  by  Bulbudder  have  not  been  without  their 
aasuranoe  in  the  following  words : — "  I  shall,  tuggettiona  and  abdmaUj  which,  if  proved 
as  you  diraet,  uae  my  influenoe  to  dissuade  his  upon  them,  in  addition  to  the  probable  breach 
excellency  fifom  owiehiding  anjf  mttltmnt  ui^  of  their  agreement,  will  make Oheir  situation 
til  I  have  your  Airtber  coBmaadB."  very  daipcrote.** 

XXXI.-*Tfaat  the  payment  of  the  bowl  XXXIY .— -That  on  the  rec^t  of  the  sifd 

last  extorted  from  the  eunuchs  waa  soon  after  letter,  that  is,  on  the  2d  March,  the  tnirusitii» 

commenced,  and  the  grandmother,  as  well  as  aforesaid  did  aver,  thtt  they  were  not  ai'le  vt 

the  mother,  were  ik>w  oompelled  to  deliver  (^tain  cash  in  lieu  of  the  jewels  and  other  efV 

vshat  they  declared  waa  A«  mrUnt  ofVm  wkok  focts ;  but  that  if  the  goods  were  sold,  and 

cf  both  their  peaaasaiona,  including  down  to  they  released  from  their  confinement,  and  pf>r- 

dieir  taUs  ulmmk  ;  which,  as  the  roaidant  ad-  raitted  (aa  they  have  before  requested)  to  go 

mitted,  "  they  had  been,  and  were  atill  de-  abroad  among  their  friends,  they  could  soon 

Itvering,  and  that  no  proof  had  yet  been  oh-  make  good  the  deficiency ;  and  they  did  ahso- 

tained  of  their  having  more.*  lutely  deny  "that  they  had  any  hand  in  the 

commotioaa  raised  by  Bulbudder,  or  any  kind 

X^XII.F.Thatbullio«,  jasrala,  anJgoods,  of  correspondeooe  with  him  or  his  adherents.** 
to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  thoutand  poonda 

an.1  upwarda,  were  actu^ly  received  by  the  XXXV. — ^That  the  prisoners  aforesaid 

reetdeitt  for  the  use  of  the  company,  before  the  did  shortly  after,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  13th 

tSd  of  February,  1762 ;  and  thara  lewaiAed,  March,  a  third  time  renew  their  application  to 
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Natluuiiel  Middlaton,  Eaquire,  the  residraty    int  ofietr  in  tkeeooipwij'i  Mrriea,  iHm>  Imm 
and  did  request  Uiat  the  jewets  recoaining  in    ■offered  in  hie  propeky  by  «a  indep«iideni 
Ids  the  said  resident's  bonds,  tpwvds  the  pay-    ooamand." 
ment  of  the  balance  remainingi  "  might  be 

yaluod  by  four  or  five  eininent  roerchants,  XXXVII.— That,  in  about  two  mootbe 
Mussulmen  and  HindQs,  upon  oath/'  and  thai  after  the  eaid  prtaoMrs  bed  continued  in  irone 
if  any  balance  should  after  warda  appear*  they  in  the  manner  afofesiid}  the  officer  <m  (uaid, 
«roukl  upon  their  release  get  their  friends  to  in  a  letter  of  the  18th  May,  did  represent  to 
advance  the  same :  and  they  did  again  repre-  ^  resident  as  follows :— <*  The  prisoners, 
i»t  the  hardship  of  their  imprisonment,  and  Baher  and  Jewar  Ally  Khfta,  who  seem  to  be 
rray  for  relief;  and  did  again  assert  that  the  very  sickly,  have  reqneeted  their  iraoM  might 
imputations  thrown  upon  them  by  the  said  be  taken  off  for  a  few  days,  that  they  might 
Richard  Johnson  were  false  and  groundless ;  take  medicine,  and  walk  about  the  garden  of 
"  that  they  had  no  kind  of  intercourse ,  either  the  place  where  they  are  confined.  Now,  as 
directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  authors  of  the  J  am  sure  they  will  frs  egm^y  0$  aeettre  wtfA» 
commotions  alluded  to,  and  that  they  did  stake  mU  ihtir  vvas  as  wtii  Ikam^  I  think  it  my  duty 
their  lives  upon  the  smallest  proof  thereof  b^  to  inform  yon  of  this  request :  I  desire  to 
ing  brought."  know    your   pleasure    eoooeming  it."    To 

which  letter  the  said  officer  did  lecetre  a  di» 
XXXYI.— That,  instead  of  their  receive    red  lefueal,  dated  S2d  May,  1782,  in  tbe  foU 
faig  any  answer  to  any  of  the  aforesaid  reason-     lowing  words :— I  asa  sorry  it  is  not  in  my 
able  propositions,  concerning  either  tbe  ao-     power  to  comply  with  your  |»oposal  of  easing 
eoont  slated,  or  the  crimes  imputed  to  them,     the  prisoners  for  a  few  days  ^  their  fetters, 
or  any  relief  from  the  hardships  they  suffered,     Much  as  my  huesanity  may  be  touched  by 
be,  the  resident  Middleton,  did,  on  the  18ih  of    their  sufferings,  I  should  think  it  inexpedient 
tbe  said  month,  give  to  the  officer,  who  had    to  afford  them  any  allorintion,  while  thiBy  per- 
iupplicated  in  favour  of  the  said  prisoners,  in     sist  in  a  breach  of  their  contract  with  me  \  and 
order,  in  which  be  declared  himself  ^'  under  the     indeed  no  indulgence  can  be  shown  them  with- 
disagreeable  necessity  of  recurring  to  severi«     out  the  authority  of  the  nabob,  who,  ieatead  of 
ties,  to  enforce  the  said  payment ;  and  that    eonsenting  to  moderate  the  rigours  of  their 
this  is  therefore  to  desire  that  you  immediate*     situs^ioo,  would  be  most  willing  lo  multiply 
1y  cause  them  to  be  mU  tn  irons,  and  keep     them."     Endeavouring  to  join  the  nalK4», 
them  so  until  I  shall  arrive  at  Fyzabad  to    whom  he  well  knew  to  be  rekiotaat  in  the 
take  further  measures  as  may  be  necessary.*     whole  proceeding,  as  a  party  in  the  cruelties, 
Whidi  order  being  received  at  Fyzabed  the    by  which,  throu^  the  medium  of  her  servants, 
day  afiter  it  was  given,  the  said  eunuchs  were     it  was  intended  to  eoerce  bis  mother, 
a  second  time  thrown  into  irons.    And  it  ap- 
pears that  (probably  in  resentment  for  the        XXXYIIL-^That  the  aaid  resident,  in  a 
bninane  representations  of  the  said  Captain     few  days  after,  that  is  to  say,  en  the  1st  June, 
Jaques)  the  resident  did  refuse  to  pay  for  the     178S,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin,  in  coounand 
liters,  and  other  contingent  charges  of  the  in-    at  Fysdhad,  did  order  the  aooount,  as  by  him- 
prisonment  of  tbe  said  ministers  of  the  nabob's     self  stated,  to  be  read  to  the  prisooers ;  and, 
mother,  when  at  the  same  time  veiy  liberal    without  taking  any  notice  of  their  propoeal 
contingent  allowances  were  made  to  other    concerning  the  valtiatioB  of  the  effects,  or  dMir 
officers ;  and  the  said  Jaques  did  strongly  re-    denial  of  the  offences  isspated  to  them,  to  de- 
monstrate against  the  same  as  follows :—    BPMd  a  positive  answer  relative  to  the  pay- 
"jrou  have  a^o  ordered  me  to  put  the  prison*     moot ;  and,   "  upon  receiving  from  them  a 
ers  in  irons — this  I  have  dene,  yet  as  I  have    negative  or  mwalirficitory  reply,  to  inform 
no  business  to  purdiase  fetters,  or  supply  them     them  that,  all  further  negotiation  being  at  an 
any  other  way,  it  is  but  reasonable  tlnU  yon    end,  they  must  prepare  for  their  removal  to 
riiould  order  me  to  be  reimbursed.    And  why    Luoknow,  where  they  would  be  called  upon  to 
aSonld  I  add  any  thing  more  ?    A  latt  coss-    ajBewer  not  only  their  recent  breach  of  fkith 
mender  at  this  place,  I  am  told,  draws  near  as    and  soleaw  engagement,  but  also  to  atone  fbr 
many  thousands  monthly  contingencies,  as  my    other  heavy  offences;  the  punishment  of  which, 
trifling  letter  fbr  hundreds.    However,  if  yon     as  had  frequently  been  signified  to  them,  it  was 
cannot  got  my  bill  paid,  be  so  obliging  as  to     in  their  power  to  have  mitigated  by  a  proper 
return  it,  and  give  me  an  opportunity  of  do-    acquittal  of  themseh^ee  in  this  transaction." 
daring  to  tho  world,  that,  I  believe  I  am  the    97  which  iDsiBtiatioBS  cencenung  the  pretSM^ 
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ad  oftnoM  of  Uie  nid  obappj  peiioui  and  tity  of  Lucknow,  where  thej  arriTod  oo  tho 

Um  nanoar  by  which  tbaj  ware  to  atone  for  t4th  of  June,  178t,  and  were,  on  the  next  day. 

the  aame,  and  by  their  never  haTing  b^eo  ape»  threatened  with  aeveritiea,   "  to  make  them 

cificaltyand  directly  made,  it  doth  appear,  that  diacorer  where  the  balance  might  be  procura- 

the  aaid  Crimea  and  offencea  were  charged  for  hie."    And  on  the  S8th,  it  should  seem,  that 

the  purpoae  of  extorting  money,  and  not  upon  the  aeveritiea  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  were 

principlea,  or  ibr  the  enda  of  juatice.  inflicted,  at  l^t  upon  one  or  tliem ;  for  the 

aaaiatant  reaident,  Johnaon,  did,  on  that  day, 

XXXIX.-— That  after  aooM  ineflTectual  write  to  Captain  Waugh,  the  officer  coro- 

negotiationa  to  make  the  priaonera  pay  the  mending  the  guard,  the  letter  following,  full 

money  which  it  doea  not  appear  to  have  been  of  diagrace  to  die  honour,  juatice,  and  huinan« 

in  their  power  to  pay,  they  were  again  threat-  ity  of  the  British  nation, 
ened  by  the  reaident,  in  a  letter  to  Major 

Gilpin,  dated  9ih  June,  178S,  in  the  following  XLIII.— "  Sir,— The  nabob  having  deter- 

terma : — "  I  wish  you  to  explain  once  more  to  mmed  to  ii\fiiet  eorporal  puniahment  upon  the 

the  priaonera  the  imprudence  and  folly  of  their  pruonert  under  your  guard,  this  is  to  desire, 

oonduct  in  forcing  me  to  a  meaaure,  which  that  hia  officers,  when  they  ahall  come,  may 

Buat  be  attended  with  oonaequencea  so  very  have  free  aoceaa  to  the  priaoners,  and  bm  per- 

aeriooa  to  them ;  and  that,  when  once  they  are  mittad  to  do  with  them  a»  they  ehaU  sac  proper^ 


removed  to  Lucknow,  it  will  not  be  in  my  only  taking  care,  that  they  leave  them  always 

power  to  ahow  them  mercy,  or  to  atand  be-  mider  your  charge." 
tween  them  and  the  vengeance  of  the  nabob. 

Adviae  them  to  reflect  aeriously  upon  the  un-  XLIV. — IViat  the  aaid  Richard  Johnaon 

happy  aituation  in  which  they  will  be  involved  did,  further  to  terrify  the  priaonera,  and  to  ex- 

in  one  caae,  and  die  relief  it  will  be  in  my  tort  by  all  waya  the  remmnder  €(  the  said  un- 

power  to  procure  them  in  the  other;  and  let  Just,  oppressive,  and  rapacious  demand,  threat- 

them  make  their  option."  en  to  remove  them  out  of  the  nabob'a  domin- 

iona  into  the  castle  of  Chumagur,  in  order  for 
XL.— That  he,  the  said  resident,  did  also,  ever  to  separate  them  fVom  their  principals, 
at  the  same  time,  receive  a  letter  from  the  and  deprive  both  of  their  reciprocal  protection 
princess  mother,  which  letter  does  not  appear,  and  services,  and  did  order  a  further  guard  to 
but  to  which  only  the  following  inaolent  re-  be  put  on  the  palace  of  the  grandmother  of  the 
torn  was  made ;  that  is  to  say,  **  the  letter  nabob,  an  ally  of  the  company,  and  to  prevent 
from  the  bhow  begum  ia  no  waya  aatiafiustory,  the  entrance  of  provisions  to  her,  (which  order 
and  I  cannot  think  of  returning  an  answer  to  relative  to  the  guard  only  waa  executed)  and 
it.  Indeed  all  oorreapondence  between  the  did  uae  aundry  unworthy  and  insulting  mena- 
begum  and  me  has  long  been  stopped ;  and  I  ces,  both  with  regard  to  herself  and  to  her 
request  you  will  be  pleued  to  inform  her,  that  principal  ministers. 
I  by  no  means  wish  to  resume  it,  or  to  main- 
tain any  friendly  intercourse  with  her,  until  XL V.— That  a  proposal  was  soon  afVei 
she  has  made  good  my  claim  upon  her  for  the  made  by  the  said  princess  and  her  daughter- 
balance  due  .*  in-law,  praying  that  their  ministers  aforesaid 

should  be  returned  to  Fyzabad,  and  ofiering  to 

XLI.— 'That    in  consequence    of  these  raise  a  sum  of  money  on  tliat  condition ;  as 

threats,  and  to  prevent  a  separation  of  the  also  that  they  would  remove  from  one  of  their 

ministers  from  their  mistresses,  several  plans  palaces,  whilst  the  English  were  to  be  permit* 

for  the  payment  of  the  balance  were  ofiered,  ted  to  search  the  other.    But  the  assistant  ro- 

both  by  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  and  the  aident,  Johnson,  did,  instead  of  a  compliance 

priaonera,  to  which  no  other  objection  appeara  with  the  former  of  these  propositions,  send  the 

to  have  been  made,  than  the  length  of  time  re-  following  ordera,  dated  SSd  July,  1762,  to  the 

quired  by  the  partiea  to  discharge  the  com-  officer  commanding  the  guard  on  the  ministers 

paratively  small  lemainder  of  the  extorted  afbre^d :    "  some  violent  demands  having 

bond ;  the  officer  on  command  declaring  that,  been  made  for  the  releaae  of  the  prisoners,  it 

conformable  to  hia  inatnictiona,  he  could  not  ia  neceaaary  that  every  possible  precaution  bo 

raoeive  the  aame.  taken  for  their  security ;  you  will  therefore  be 

pleased  to  be  very  strict  in  guarding  them ; 

XLII. — ^That  the  prisoners  ware  actually  and  I  herewith  send  another  pair  of  fetters  t9 

maoved  from  the  city  of  their  reaidence  to  the  6e  added  to  those  now  upon  the  primietn^ 
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And  in  ■onraf  to  the  leeond  profMrition,  th*  nid  nondi,  poritivvlf  rcAav  to  liitn  lo  any 

nid  r6fid«nt  ^  reply  in  thefellowing  temw :  tenns,  before  the  fiwii  discharge  </  !he  ^rhoie 

'*  the  proposal  of  erscmtinf  one  pnlaoei  that  of  the  demand;  and  did  positively  forbid  the 

it  may  be  searched,  and  then  evacuating  the  eommaoding  officer  to  come  to  Lucknow  to 

next  upon  the  same  principle,  is  apparently  make  the  proposal  aforesaid,  in  the  terms  fbU 

Sur :  but  it  is  well  known  in  the  first  place,  lowing ;  <*  as  it  is  not  possible  to  listen  to  an^ 

that  such  bricked  up,  or  otherwise  hidden,  terms  from  the  begums,  before  the  final  di»- 

tteasure,  is  not  to  he  hit  upon  in  a  day  with-  charge  of  their  conditional  agreement  for  fifty, 

out  a  guide.    I  have  therefore  informed  the  five  lacks,  your  coming  here  upon  such  an 

nabob  of  this  proposal,  and  if  the  matter  is  to  agency  can  only  6s  Isss  of  Imw  in  oompleting 

be  reduced  to  a  search,  he  will  go  himself  with  the  recovery  of  the  balance  of  6,66,000,  for 

snch  people  as  he  may  possess  for  information,  which  your  regiment  was  sent  to  Fyzabad.  I 

together  with  the  prisoners ;  and  when  in  poo-  must  therefore  desire  you  will  leave  up  ^^brCt, 

session  of  the  ground,  by  pimiMHg  tfuprimm-  gmOU  er  Aars%,  unattempted  to  eomplete  this, 

rrs,orbysucho(^msanja«Aeiiu9^iid.in0s<  before  you  move  from  Fyzabad;  and  I  am 

fffkdbuA  to  forward  a  sucoessfiil  search  upon  very  anxious  that  this  should  he  as  soon  as 

the  spot,  be  will  avail  himself  of  the  proposal  possible,  as  /  maud  to  smplsy  yvm  ngimmu 

made  by  the  bbow  begum."  upon  oilier  tmergmU  mnriet  now  mig^fing  kg 

XL VI.— That,  probably  fimn  the  nabob's 
known  and  avowed  reluctance  to  lend  himself       XL  VIII. — ^Tbat  the  goods  afeiessid  wsra 

to  the  perpetration  of  the  oppressive  an4  ini-  sent  to  Lucknow,  and  disposed  of  in  a  mannsr 
qnitoas  proceedings  of  the  representative  of    onknown ;  and  the  harsh  and  opprsssive  mea- 

tfae  British  goverament,  the  scandalous  plan  sures  aforesaid  being  still  continued,  the  ba* 

aforesaid  was  not  carried  into  execution:  and  gum  did,  about  the  middle  of  October,  1788, 

ill  the  rigotvs  practised  upon  the  chief  mini»-  cause  to  be  represented  to  the  said  Middleton 

ters  of  tlM  ladies  aforesakl  at  Lucknow  being  as  follows ;  **  that  her  sitoatiott  was  truly  piti« 

found  ineffectual,  and  the  princess  mother  hav-  able ;  her  estate  sequestered ;  her  treasury  ran« 

ing  declared  herself  ready  to  deliver  up  every  sacked ;  her  cojahs  prisoners ;  and  her  ssr^ 

llmig  valuable  in  her  possession,  which  Baher  vants  deserting  daily  from  want  of  subsistence. 

Ally  Khkn  one  of  her  confidential  mmisters  That  she  had  solicited  the  loan  of  money,  to 

aforeeaid  only  could  come  at,  the  said  change  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  company,  from 

of  prison  was  agreed  to ;  but  not  until  the  na-  evory  person  that  she  imagined  would  or  couU 

bob's  mother  aforesaid  had  engaged  to  pay,  for  assist  her  with  any,  but  ths<  the  opulent  would 

the  said  change  of  prison,  a  sum  of  t«i  thou-  not  listen  to  her  adversity.    She  had  hoped, 

sand  pounds,  (one  half  of  which  was  paid  on  that  the  wardrobe  sent  lo  Lucknow  might  have 

the  return  of  the  eunuchs,)  and  that  **  she  sold  for  at  least  one  htlf  of  the  oompany*s  do* 

would  ransack  the  xenana  (women's  apart-  mands  on  her ;  but  «ven  jewellery  and  goods, 

ments)  for  ktncobs,  muslins,  clothes,  Bte,  he,  she  finds  from  voful  experience,  lose  their 

fcc.  and  that  she  would  even  allow  a  deduction  value  the  momest  it  is  known  they  come  from 

frmn  the  annual  allowance  made  to  her  for  bw  her.    That  8b»  had  now  solicited  the  loan  of 

subsistence,  in  lieu  of  her  Jagbire.*'  cash  from  AJtaas  Ally  Cawn,  and  if  she  foiled 

in  that  appfication,  she  had  no  bopee  of  ever 

XLVII.—TlAt  soon  after  the  return  of  the  borrowing  a  sum  equal  to  the  demand."— A 

aforesaid  ministers  to  the  place  of  their  impri-  hope  not  likely  to  be  realized,  as  the  said  AU 

sonment  at  Fyzabad,  bonds  for  the  five  thou-  mas  ^li  was  then  engaged  for  a  sum  of  money 

sand  pounds  aforesaid,  and  goods,  estimated,  to  be  raised  for  the  company's  use,  on  the  s»> 

according  to  the  valuation  of  a  merclant  ap-  cuifty  of  their  confiscated  lands,  the  restorm- 

pointed  to  value  the  same,  at  the  sum  oT  forty  ti«n  of  which  cooM  form  the  only  apparea. 

thousand  pounds,  even  allowing  them  to  sell  Jiecurity  for  a  loan, 
greatly  under  their  value,  were  delivered  to 

the  commanding  officer  at  Fyzabad ;  and  tiv  XLtX.—- That  this  remonstrance  produced 

said  commanding  officer  did  promise  to  tSe  no  effect  on  the  mind  of  the  aforesaid  resident; 

begum  to  visit  Lucknow  with  such  propoAils  who  being  about  this  time  removed  from  his 

as  he  hoped  would  secure  the  nnaU  hatatee  of  residency,  did,  in  a  letter  to  his  sueccesour, 

fifteen  thousand  pounds  remaining  of  tAe  un-  Mr.  Bristow,  dated  SSd  October,  1788,  in  eC^ 

just  exaction  aforesaid.    But  the  said  resident  foct,  recommend  a  perseverance  in  the  craal 

Middleton  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  irth  of  the  and  oppressive  restraints  aforesaia,  as  a  cut* 

Vol.  m.— 10. 
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means  ofreegrwrfaiytbs  rmauidor  «r  tlw  of  ackMywIedging  merit  known  m  India)  tc 

•iftortod  boad;  and  that  tho  lands,  with  which  the  said  ninUtera,  in  tostitto&j  of  his  appro- 

tho  princBiaee  aforeeaai  bed  boea  ewlowedt  batkm  of  their  kito  senricea. 
abottld  aoi  be  roetored  to  them. 

Ln. — ^Tbat  tho  said  Hastings  did  not  only 

L.— That  the  said  Warren  Hytinp  waa  give  the  aforesaid  public  encouragement  to  the 
duly  apprized  of  all  the  aMterialcircuDistanoes  ministers  of  the  nabob  to  betray  and  insult 
in  the  uq|uat  proceedings  albresaid;  but  did  their  nutfter  and  his  &mily,  in  the  manner 
nothing  to  stop  the  course  they  were  in,  or  to  aforesaid,  but  when  tho  said  nabob  did  write 
preventi  relieve,  or  mitigate,  the  sufferings  of  several  letters  to  him  the  said  Hastings,  ex- 
the  parties  affected  by  them ;  on  the  contrary,  pressive  of  his  dislike  of  being  used  as  an  ii>- 
he  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  S6th  of  January ,  1 7^  strument  in  the  dishonourable  ads  aforesaid, 
10  the  resident  MkkUeton,  declare,  that  the  and  refusing  to  be  further  concerned  therein, 
nabob  having  consented  to  the  "  resumption  of  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  not  only 
the  jaghires  held  by  the  begums,  and  to  the  suppress  and  hide  the  said  letters  from  this 
fftfi4fi»i»ifflB  of  their  treasures,  and  thereby  in«  view  of  the  court  of  directors,  but  in  his  in- 
volved BEiy  own  name,  and  the  credit  of  the  structions  to  the  resident  Bristow,  did  attri- 
Qon^pony  in  a  participation  o(  both  measures^  bute  them  to  Hyder  Beg  KhAn,  minister  to  the 
I  have  a  right  to  nqiUn  and  iimM  on  1^  eom«  nabob,  (whom  in  other  respecU  he  did  before, 
pUU  eMeuiion  of  tkem ;  and  I  look  to  you  for  and  ever  since,  support  against  his  master,) 
Ihoir  eseeution,  liedaring,  that  I  shall  hold  and  did  express  himself  with  great  scorn  and 
yon  aOGOUBtable  for  it."  And  it  appears,  that  contempt  of  the  said  nabob,  and  with  much  as- 
ks did  write  to  the  nabob  a  letter  in  the  same  perity  against  the  said  minister ;  affirming,  in 
peremptory  manner ;  but  dm  said  letter  has  proud  and  insolent  terms,  that  he  had, ''  by  an 
boss  suppressed.  abuse  of  his  influence  over  the  nabob,  he,  the 

nabob  himself,  being  (as  he  tvtr  mutt  be  in.  the 

LL— Thai  he,  tha  said  Hastings,  ftirther  hand*  of  aome  penon)  a  mere  tajher  m  hu  {the 

dad  manifest  the  concern  he  took  in,  and  the  eoid  mxmeUt^e)  hcmdtf  dared  to  make  him  (tho 

oaoouimgemflot  whidi  be  gave  to,  the  procoiXJU  nabob)  assume  a  very  unheeoming  tone  of  re- 

ings  aforesaid^  by  oonforring  honours  and  dis-  fiisal,  reproach,  and  resentment,  in  opposition 

tioetions  upon  the  ramistors  of  the  aabc^  to  meaauree  recommended  2ry  ME,  and  even 

whom  he,  the  nabob,  did  consider  as  having  in  to  aeU  done  by  MY  authority  f*  the  said  Hast- 

tbe  said  proceedings  disobeyed  him  and  be-  ings,  in  the  instruction  aforesaid,  particularix- 

trayed  him,  and  as  inatnimoats  in  the.disho-  ing  the  resumption  of  the  jaghires,  and  the 

nour  of  his  fiunily,  «iid  the  usurpation  of  his  confiscation  of  the  treasures  that  had  been  so 

authority.— That  the  «^d  ministers  did  make  long  suffered  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  his  (the 

addressee  to  the  said  Uostings  for  that  pur^  nabob's)  mother.    But  the  letters  of  the  na- 

pose  (which  addresses  tfan  said  Hastings  hath  bob,  which  in  the  said  instructions  he  refers 

suppressed)  ;  and  the  resiOmt  Middleton  did,  to,  as  containing  an  opposition  to  the  measures 

with  his  letter  of  the  11th  of  Febniary,  1782,  recommended  by  him,  and  which  hie  asserts 

transmit  the  same ;  and  did,  ik  the  said  letter,  was  conveyed  in  a  very  unbecoming  tone  o£ 

acquaint  the  said  Hastings,  ^  th%t  the  minis-  refusal,  reproach,  and  resentment,  he  the  said 

tars  of  the  nshob  had  incurred  rau«h  odium  on  Hastings  hath  criminally  withheld  from  tho 

account  of  their  participation  in  his  measures,  company,  contrary  to  their  orders,  and  to  his 

and  that  they  were  not  only  considend  by  the  duty ;  and  the  more,  as  the  said  letters  must 

party  of  the  dispossessed  jaghiredars,  tnd  the  tend  to  show  in  what  manner  the  said  nabob 

mother  and  uncle  of  the  nabob,  but  6jf  t)be  no-  did  feel  the  indignities  offered  to  his  mother^ 

hob  kunedf,  as  the  dependmt*  of  the  EngUeh  and  the  manner  in  which  the  said  ministers, 

gowrnment,  wfuek  they  certainly  are,  and  u  ie  notwithstanding  their  known  dependence  on 

6y  ite  dedared  and  vtott  obvioua  eupport,  ahnt^  the  English  goTomment,  did  express  their 

that  they  can  maintain  the  authority  and  influ-  sense  of  the  part  which  their  sovereign  was 

once  which  is  indispensably  necessary."    And  <u>mpelled  to  act  in  the  said  disgraceful  mea- 

the  said  Middleton  did  therefore  recommend,  sires.    And  in  further  instructions  to  him  tho 

*'  that  they  should  be  honoured  with  some  tes-  saH  new  resident,  he  did  declare  his  approba- 

timony  of  his  (tho  said  Hastings's)  approba-  tion  ^  the  eyil  acts  aforesaid,  as  well  as  his 

tion  and  favour.'*    And  he,  the  said  Warren  resolution  of  compelling  the  nabob  to  thoso 

Hastings,  did  send  kellauts,  or  robes  of  ho-  rigoroui  proceedings  against  his  parent,  from 

■our  (the  most  public  and  distinguished  mode  which  ht  bad  long  sliown  himself  so  very 
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■VOTMyin  tlMlbBtfwfaig  ivwli; ''llw  MTwi*  Imto  uqr  dirselioiii  to  gife  bm  eooMnia^  it. 

tiea  which  havs  bc>«o  incrciMd  towmrdt  the  I  also  bog  leavo  to  Mquunt  jroal  Mat  ior  l«^ 

bag  ana,  were  Boet  justly  neritedi  by  Lhe  ad-  lelH  Ali  KhAa,  the  eojeli,  who  hee  the  oheiige 

▼aaiage  whieh  they  took  of  the  troubles  in  oftbonif  end  who  iirfbrinf  meit  it  well  grooad- 

which  I  was  personally  iorolTed  last  year,  to  ed,  that  they  ham  mid  every  ttdng  ttuy  hadf 

create  a  rebellioa  in  die  nabob's  goTemment,  even  fo  the  dolheM  Jrnm  their  6(idbt,  and  now 

and  to  oomplete  the  ruin  which  they  thought  haae  ao  lasoat  a/ nibmtting,** 
was  iin{>endtng  on  oars.**    **  If  it  is  the  na* 

bob's  desire  to  forget  and  to  forgive  their  past  LIV^-^Thai  the  diatrsasea  of  the  aaid  wo^ 

•Sences,  I  have  no  objection  to  his  allowing  nen  grew  so  urgent  on  the  night  of  the  aaid  tttb 

them,  in  pension,  the  nominal  amount  of  their  of  Bilarch,  the  <ky  whan  the  letter  above  redt- 

jaghires;  but  if  he  shall  ever  ^er  to  restore  ed  was  written,  tlial  Captain  Leeaaid  Jaquea 

their  jaghires  to  them,  or  to  give  them  any  pro*  aforesaid  did  think  it  neoetaary  to  write  agaist 

City  in  land,  after  the  warning  which  they  on  the  day  following,  to  the  Britial&  Nsident, 

ve  given  him  by  the  dangerous  Ibuse  whidi  in  the  following  wonls :  "  I  beg  leave  to  ai^ 

they  formerly  made  of  hM  iadulgeacoi  yon  dre»  you  again  cenceming  the  women  in  the 

must  remonstrate  In  the  strongest  terms  against  Khoiti  M dail,  [the  leassr  palaoe.]    Their  be> 

it ;  jfoa  aiwif  asl  permit  taeft  cm  event  4»  take  havioar  last  nlgfat  was  no  forieas,  that  there 

ploes,  until  this  govemmeat  shall  have  reoeiv-  aeeaied  the  greatest  prebability  of  their  pro* 

ed  iaformation  vt  it,  and  shall  have  had  time  oeeding  to  the  utiennost  eztreaiitiea,  and  that 

to  intatpose  its  iaflasnM  for  the  prevention  of  they  woaU  either  Cihrais  themtelvet  frem  the 

k.**    And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  whodfid,  «Mtts,  er  ,^f«s  open  the  doere  ef  the  tenemah, 

in  the  manner  aforesaid,  positively  rafose  to  I  have  made  every  inquiry  eoaoeming  the 

admit  the  nabob  to  restore  to  his  mother  and  oaose  ef  their  oemplainta,  aad  fiad  from  La- 

gimnAaetbsr,  any  part  of  their  landed  eatates  tafit  Ally  Khin,  thai  they  are  in  a  Amaag* 

for  tbeir  maintenance,  did  well  know  that  the  eendiHonj  kmrng  aaU  ail  their  dnhee  and  ne^ 

ravenuea  ef  the  aaid  nabob  were  at  that  tinw  esman'is,  and  aeM>  haoe  net  wheremiAal  to  aap* 

ao  for  applied  to  the  denunds  of  the  eompany,  part  aolart ;  aad  aa  my  iaatraotioas  are  quite 

(by  him  the  said  Waiven  Hastings,  aggravated  silent  on  this  head,  I  should  be  glad  to  know 


beyoad  tiM  whole  of  arhat  th^  dkl  produce,)  ,  how  to  Koeeed  in  case  tbvy  were  to  force  the 

ortheien 


otherwiae  so  for  applied  to  the  pot^  doors  of  the  lenaaah,  as  I  suspeel  it  will  bap- 

poaeaofseveralefthe  servants  of  the  company  pen,  should  no  aofaaiatenoe  be  very  qakk^yaeat 

and  others,  the  dependants  of  him  the  said  to  tlwm." 
Hastings,  that  none  of  the  peeaions  or  allow- 

aaeea  assigned  by  the  said  nabob,  in  lieu  of  LV^^That  in  consequence  of  tbeae  rspre* 

the  said  estates  confiscated,  were  pttuj,  or  were  aentatiotts,  it  appears  that  the  said  residint, 

likely  to  be  discharged  with  that  punctuality,  Richard  Johnson,  did  promise  Chat  aa  appli* 

wliiGh  was  necessary  even  to  the  scanty  sub-  cation  ahould  be  made  to  certain  of  the  ser« 

sisteoee  of  the  persons,  to  which  they  were  ia  vaats  of  the  nabob  vizier,  lo  provide  for  their 

name  and  appearance  applied.    For,  aubaistenoe. 

UII.— That,  ao  early  as  die  fth  of  March,  LVl^^That  Gaptaia  Jaqoes  bemg  relieved 

I78t,  Captain  LeonaH  Jaquea,  who  com-  from  the  duty  of  imprisonmg  the  women  of 

mended  the  foicea  oa  duty  for  the  purpoae  of  Sbuja  ul  Dowla,  die  late  sovereign  of  Oude, 

distresaittg  the  several  womea  in  the  pakeee  aa  ally  of  the  compaay,  whodwelt  in  the  said 

at  Fyzabad,  did  complain  to  the  resident,  Ri-  leaser  palace,  and  Major  Gilpin  being  ap* 

chard  Johnson,  in  the  following  words :  "  The  pouited  to  suoce«i,  the  same  amlicioua  design 

woiaen  belonging  to  the  KbordMohul  (or  less-  of  destroying  (he  said  woumu,  or  the  same 

er  palace)  eomplain  of  their  being  in  want  of  scandalous  sogieet  of  their  preaervatioB  and 

every  neceesary  of  life,  and  are  at  last  driven  aubsistener,  did  still  coatinoe ;  and  Major  GiU 

to  that  desperation,  that  they  at  night  get  oa  pin  fooarfit  neceesary  to  apply  to  the  new  re- 

thetopof  the  zcnaaah,  make  a  great  distarb-  aideot,  BriM»w,  in  a  letter  oT  the  80th  of  Oo- 

■Ke,  and  last  night  not  only  alarmed  the  ssa-  lobeiv  Htt,  aa  followa: 
tinels  posted  in  the  gaidea,  but  threw  dirt  at 

them;  they  threaten  to  throw  themselves  from  LVH.—^' Sir,— Last  night,    about  eight 

the  walls  of  the  zeaanah,  and  also  to  brsak  out  o'dock,  the  women  in  the  khord  mohul  [leaser 

of  it.    Humanity  obligee  me  to  acquaint  you  palace]  or  tenanah  [women'a  apartment]  ua- 

af  this  matter,  aad  to  requeat  to  kaow  if  yeo  dor  the  cbarae  of  Lalafet  Ally  iChA% 
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bMoBlbe  to|»  oTlbebaiUiBgf.cfsmf  m«  torHTder  BegKliU,theJadiwar  thapftbia 
flMil  ImmatUbU  meamtr  fm  ftmd^  Ckitf  fm  Ike  tSanaud  fell  tfun  into  eitreoM  distna ;  and 
iMt  fmr  dnf  ikmf  had  got  hul  m  vtry  aeaal^  the  rasident  did  ag»in  complain  to  the  said 
otfMPcnee,  and  thai  ifetttrdmf  tim^  had  gni    minioler,  who  was  oooaidcrod  lo  be,  and  raall j 

ond  whelanti^ly  was,  the  minister  of  the  go- 


▼enKrar-feneral  Wairen  Haatinga  aforoaaid, 
L Vm.— ^'  Tht  mtimektfy  erirn  ^fmmm    and  not  of  the  nahob,  (the  said  nabob  beiof. 


arc  mere  eat^  imagined  than  deecribed ;  and  aooordmg  to  the  said  Hairring»*a  own  aooount, 

from  their  repreentation,  1  fear  the  nabob'a  **  a  cipher  in  hta  [the  said  minister's]  haodsi") 

agents  tor  that  bnsineas  are  very  inattentive ;  that  the  fonds  allowed  for  their  subsistence 

1  therefore  think  it  requisite  to  make  yoo  no-  were  not  q^lied  for  thnr  supporL    But  not* 


qoainted  with  the  circumstance,  that  his  excel-  withstanding  all  these  repeated  complaints  and 

lency  the  nabob  nuiy  canae  his  agents  to  be  remonstranoea,  and  the  constant  promise  of 

more  circnmspett  in  their  conduct  towards  amendment  on  the  part  of  his,  the  said  Hast- 

these  poor  unhappy  women."  ings's  minister,  the  supply  wns  not  more  plen- 

ti&l  or  more  regular  than  before. 
LIX.— That,  altfaoogfa  the  residaot  Bris- 

tow  did  not  than  think  himself  authorized  to  LXIll.— Thai  the  said  resident  Briftow, 

remove  the  guard,  he  did  apply  to  the  minister  finding,  by  experience,  the  inefficacy  of  the 

of  the  nahc4»,  who  did  promiae  some  relief  to  courses  which  had  been  pmvued  with  regard  to 

the  women  of  the  late  nabob,  confined  in  the  the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  reigiiinf 

lesser  pdace ;  but  apprehending,  with  reason,  prince  of  Onde,  and  having  received  a  report 

that  the  minister  aforesaid  might  not'be  more  from  Major  Gilpin,  infonning  him  that  all 

ready  or  active  in  making  the  neeessary  pro-  wdiich  could  be  done  by  fiiroe,  had  bean  done; 

vision  for  them  than  on  former  oocaaions,  he  and  that  the  only  hope  whidi  remained,  fiir 

did  render  himself  personally  responsible  to  realizing  the  remainder  of  the  money  unjustly 

Biajor  Oilpin  for  the  lepaymcnt  of  any  sum  eaeted  as  aforaaaid,  lay  in  more  lenient  mo> 

equal  to  one  thousand  ponpds  sterling,  which  thods ;  he,  die  said  rendent,  did,  of  bis  own 

be  mt^t  procure  forthe  subsistence  of  the  sn^  authority,  order  the  removal  of  the  guard  finm 

ferers.    But  whatever  relief  was  giten  (the  the  palaces,  the  troopa  being  long  and  much 

amoact  thereof  not  appearing)  the  same  wns  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and 

soon  exhausted ;  and  the  number  of  persona  to  other  material  seificee ;  and  did  release  the 

be  raaiatatned  in  the  said  lesser  palace  being  said  rainisterB  of  the  said  women  of  rank,  who 

eight  hundred  women,  the  women  of  the  kto  had  been  confined  and  put  in  irons,  and  vnri- 

sovereign,  Shuja  nl  Dowla,  and  several  of  the  oualy  distressed  and  persecuted,  as  afore-re> 

younger  children  of  the  said  sovereign  prince,  cited,  for  near  twelve  months, 
beskles  Their  attendants,  Major  Gilpin  was 

obliged,  Oh  the  16th  of  November  following,  LXIY.— That  the  manner  in  which  the 

again  to  adAress  the  resident  by  a  representa-  said  inhuman  acta  of  rapacity  and  violence 

tion  nf  this  lenoor :  **  Sir,  tl^  repeated  cries  were  felt  both  by  the  women  of  high  rank  cod- 

of  the  women  in  the  Rhord  Mobul  Zenanah  oemed,  and  by  idl  the  people,  strongly  appears 

for  subsistence  have  been  truly  mehincholy.  in  the  joy  cipreesed  on  their  release,  which 

took  place  on  the  5th  of  December,  1782 ;  and 

I'X*— **  T^cy  ^  «»Mf  ptteoMfy/or  IShertf^  ii  stated,  m  two  letters  of  that  date  from  Mn- 

ihaitheifmMftam  their  4aify  bread  by  laban^  jor  Gilpin  to  the  resident,  in  the  words  foU 

OMa>nn(iide,ortoAerelwoidyh»silJknrsiuefy  lowing: 
by  immediaie  dea^ 

LXY.— "  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  re- 

LXI.— "  In  oonsequenco  of  Oeir  unhappy  ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  Sd  instant,  and  in 

situation,  I  have  this  day  taken  th»  Uberty  of  conoequenoe  immediately  enlarged  the  prison- 

drawing  on  you  in  fevour  of  Ranmtfmin,  at  era  Behar  Ally  Khin  and  Jewar  Ally  Kh4n 

ten  days  sight,  for  twenty  Son  Kerah  upeoa,  from  their  eonfinemem ;  n  circumstance  that 

ten  thousand  of  which  I  have  paid  to  Oojah  gvre  the  begums,  and  the  city  of  Fyzahad  in 

L^tafut  Ally  Cawn,  under  whose  charge  *hat  gcnmnl,  the  greatest  aatiidhction. 
senanah  is.** 

LXYI.— « In  tears  of  joy,    Behar  and 

LXn.— That,  notwidistandBg  all thepro.  Jowar  Ally  Khl«  expreased  their  sincere  ao- 

■nsesaadreiteratedengagenMBtsof  theaunk-  knowisdamwnla  to  the  govamoat^feneral,  hi 
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MMnllniry  the  nabob  Tiziar,  and  to  jmi,  nt,  Um  visier  to  eitfotm  iht  mut  ^tctrnd 

Ibr  rwUNring  them  to  that  ioraluable  bleeaiiig,  for  that  parpoee.*'    And  the  resident  did,  in 

liberty,  for  which  they  would  ever  retain  tlw  his  answer  to  the  board,  dated  Slst  March, 

most  grateful  remembrance ;  and,  at  their  r»-  1783,  on  this  peremptory  order,  again  detnii 

qneet,  I  transmit  you  the  enclosed  letters.  the  particuhini  aforesaid  to  the  said  Warren 

Hastings,  referring  him  to  his  former  corre^ 

LXVIL — "  I  wish  you  had  been  present  pondance,  stating  the  utter  iropoaaibility  of 

at  the  enlargement  of  the  prisoners.    The  qui-  proceeding  further  by  force,  and  mentioning 

vering  lips,  with  the  tears  of  joy  stealing  down  certain  other  diagraoeful  and  oppressire  cir-. 

the  poor  men's  cheeks,  was  a  scene  truly  aA  cnmstances ;  and  in  particular,  iliat  the  oon^ 

iecting.  pany  did  not,  in  plundering  the  mocber  of  the 

reigning  prince  of  her  wearing  apparel  and 

LXVIII. — "  If  the  prayers  of  these  poor  beasts  of  cacriage,  receive  a  value  in  the  least 

men  will  avail,  you  will,  at  the  last  tavmp  !  equal  to  the  loes  she  suffered;  the  elephants 

be  translated  to  the  happiest  regions  in  hea-  having  no  buyer  but  the  nabob,  and  the  dothesr 

van.'*  which  bad  last  been  delivered  to  Middleton  at 

a  valuation  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  were  so 

LXIX.— And  the  resident  Bristow,  know-  damaged  by  ill  keeping  in  warehouses,  that 
ing  how  acceptable  the  said  proceeding  wouki  they  could  not  be  soU,  even  ibr  fix  months 
be  to  all  the  people  of  Oude^  and  the  neigh-  credit,  at  much  more  than  about  eight  thousand 
bouring  independent  countries,  did  generous^  pounds ;  by  which  a  loss  in  a  single  article 
and  politically  (though  not  truly)  in  his  letter  was  incurred  of  twen^-two  thousand  pound* 
to  the  princess  mother  attribute  the  said  relief  out  of  the  fifty,  ibr  the  recovery  of  which  (sup- 
given  to  herself,  and  the  release  of  her  minis-  posing  it  had  been  a  just  debt)  such  rigorous 
tsrsy  to  the  humanity  of  the  said  Warren  Hast-  means  had  been  employed,  after  having  actu- 
ngs,  agreeably  to  whose  orders  he  pretended  ally  received  upwards  of  five  hundred  tbouMnd 
to  act ;  asserting  that  he,  the  said  Hastings,  pounds  in  value  to  the  ocnnpany,  and  extorted 
"  was  the  spring  from  whence  she  was  restor-  much  more  in  loss^  the  suffering  individuals, 
ed  to  her  dignity  and  consequence."  And  the  And  the  said  Bristow,  being  well  acquainted 
account  of  the  proceedings  aforesaid  was  regn-  with  the  unmerciful  temper  of  the  said  Hast- 
larly  transmitted  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ings,  in  order  to  leave  no  means  untried  to 
on  the  SOth  of  December,  1782,  with  the  rea^  appease  him,  not  contented  with  the  letter  to 
sons  and  motives  thereto,  and  a  copy  of  the  the  govemour-general  and  council,  did,  on  the 
report  of  the  officer  concerning  the  inutility  of  same  day,  writo  another  letter  to  kimpartiet^ 
fiirther  force,  attended  with  sundry  documents  hrhf^  in  which  he  did  urge  several  arguments, 
eonceniing  the  famishing,  and  other  treatment,  the  necessity  of  using  of  which  to  \h&  said 
of  the  women  and  children  of  the  late  sove-  Hastings,  did  reflect  great  dishonour  on  this 
reign ;  but  the  same  appear  to  have  made  no  nation,  and  on  the  christian  religion  therein 
proper  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  said  professed ;  vis.  ^'  that  he  bad  experienced  great 
Warren  Hastings ;  for  no  answer  whatsoever  embarrassment  In  treating  with  her,  [the  mo- 
was  given  to  the  said  letter  until  the  Sd  of  ther  of  the  reigning  prince,]  for,  as  the  mother 
Mareh,  1783,  when  the  said  Hastings,  writing  of  the  vizier,  the  people  look  up  to  her  with 
in  his  own  diaractor  and  that  of  the  council,  great  respect;  and  any  hard  measures,  prao- 
did  entirely  pass  by  all  the  circumstances  b»>  tised  against  women  oJT  her  high  rank,  creato 
fcre  recited,  but  did  give  directions  for  the  re-  discontent,  and  affect  our  national  charanter.* 
newal  of  measures  of  the  like  nature  and  ten-  And  the  said  resident,  after  condemning,  very 
dency  with  those,  which  (for  several  of  the  last  unjustly,  her  conduct,  added,  *'  still  she  is  the 
months  at  least  of  the  said  proceeding)  had  mother  of  the  prince  of  the  country,  and  the 
been  employed  with  so  little  advantage  to  the  religious  prejudices  of  mumuimni  prevail  too 
inierestf  and  with  so  viuch  injury  to  the  repu-  strongly  in  their  minds  to  fiU'get  her  sitnatMMi. 
tatiott,  of  the  company,  bis  mastors,  in  whose 

name  he  acted ;  expressing  himself  in  the  said  LXX.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastmgs 

letter  of  the  Sd  of  March,  1783,  as  follows :  did  not  make  any  answer  to  the  said  letter. 

"  We  desire  you  will  inform  us  what  means  But  the  mother  of  the  prince  aforesaid,  as  well 

bave-been  taken  for  recovering  the  balance  as  the  mother  of  his  fother,  being,  m 


[the  pretended  balance  of  the  extorted  money]  quence  of  his  the  said  Hastings's  directions, 
daefit>m  the  begums  [princesses]  at  Fyzabad ;  iaoessantly  and  rudely  pressed  by  their  d»- 
•nd,  if  aeoossary,  you  must  nffOwmmA  it  to    soendnntj  in  lbs  nama  of  the  conpai^,  to  pay 
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to  Um  kit  fiutfaiog  of  Um  demuMl,  ih&j  did  no  appointed  to  eonvey  intelligenco  to  him 

both  posiliTeljr  refuse  to  pay  aoy  JMurt  o(  the  from  Fyxabed,  in  the  following  particalin, 

pretended  balances  afiiresaidi  until  their  land-  highly  diswracefal  to  the  honoari  justice^  bmI 

ed  estate*  were  restored  to  them ;  on  the  secu-  homanity  of  this  nation : 
rity  of  which  alone  they  alleged  themselves  to 

be  in  a  omdition  to  borrow  any  money,  or  LXXII.— "  The  ladies,  their  attendants, 
even  to  provide  fer  the  subsistence  of  them-  oad  servants,  were  still  as  clamorous  as  last 
selves  and  their  numerous  dependants.  And,  night.  LetaAit,  the  deroga,  went  to  them  and 
in  order  to  pat  some  end  to  these  diflbrencee,  remonstrated  with  them  on  the  impropriety  of 
the  visier  did  himaelf,  about  the  beginning  of  their  conduct,  at  the  same  time  assuring  them, 
August,  1788,  go  to  Fyzabad,  and  did  hold  that  in  a  few  days  all  their  allowances  would 
divers  conferences  with  his  parents,  and  did  be  paid ;  and,  should  not  that  be  the  case,  he 
consent  and  engage  to  restore  to  them  their  would  advance  them  ten  days  subsistence,  upon 
landed  estates  aforesaid ;  and  did  issue  an  oi^  condition,  that  they  returned  to  their  habita- 
der,  that  they  should  be  restored  accordingly :  taon.  None  of  them,  however,  consented  to 
but  his  minister  aforesaid,  having  before  bis  his  proposals ;  but  were  still  intent  upon  mak- 
eyes  the  peremptory  orders  of  him  the  said  ing  their  escape  through'  the  baaar,  [market- 
Warren  Hastings,  did  persuade  his  master  to  place,]  and  in  consequence  formed  themselves 
dishonour  himself,  in  breaking  his  faith  and  into  a  line,  arranging  themselves  hi  the  fol- 
engagement  with  his  mother  ami  the  mother  of  lowing  order:  the  children  inthefipont;  be- 
his  fiuher,  by  first  evading  the  execution,  and  hind  them  the  ladies  of  the  seraglio ;  and  bo> 
aAerwards  totally  revoking  his  said  public  and  hind  them  again  their  attendants ;  but  their 
solemn  act,  on  pretence  that  he  had  agreed  to  intentions  were  frustrated  by  the  opposttioa 
the  grant "  from  shame,  being  in  their  pr^  vrhich  they  met  from  Letaftit*s  Sepoys, 
•ence,  [the  presence  of  bis  mtrtber  and  grand- 
mother^ and  that  it  was  unavoidable  at  the  LXXIU.— '*  The  next  day  Letaftrt  went 
time ;"— 4he  said  minister  declaring  to  him,  twice  to  the  women,  and  used  his  endeavour* 
that  it  would  be  sufficient  if  he  allowed  them  to  make  them  return  into  the  tenanah,  pro- 
"  money  for  their  neeessoiy  expenses,  and  that  mising  to  advance  them  10,000  rupees ;  which, 
woaU  be  ciom^  vwugh/*  upon  the  money  being  paid  down,  they  agreed 

to  comply  with ;  but  night  coming  on,  nothing 
LXXI.— That  the  fkith  gtvea  for  the  re*  transpired, 
aloration  of  their  landed  estates  being  thus  vio- 
lated, and  the  money  for  necessary  expenses  LXXIV. — "  On  the  day  following  their 
being  as  ill  supplied  as  before,  the  women  and  clamours  were  more  violent  than  usual.  Lo- 
chiklren  of  ths  late  sovereign,  fiither  of  the  tafut  went  to  consult  with  them  on  the  business 
reigning  prince,  continued  exposed  to  frequent  of  yesterday,  offering  the  same  terms.  De- 
want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life;  and,  pending  upon  the  fidelity  of  his  promises,  they 
being  sorely  pressed  by  fomine,  they  were  consented  to  return  to  their  apartments,  which 
compiled  to  break  through  all  tiie  principles  they  accordingly  did,  except  two  or  three  of 
of  loMcal  decorum  and  reserve,  which  constitute  the  hdiee,  and  most  of  their  attendants.  Le- 
the dignity  of  the  female  sex  in  that  part  of  the  tafut  then  went  to  Hoshmond  Ally  Cawn,  to 
worM,  and  after  great  clamour  and  violent  at-  consult  with  him  upon  what  means  they  should 
tempts,  for  one  whole  day,  to  break  the  enclo-  take.  They  came  to  a  resolution  of  driving 
sure  of  the  palace,  and  to  force  their  way  into  them  in  by  force ;  and  gave  ordws  to  their 
the  public  market,  in  order  to  move  the  covh  sepoys  to  beat  any  one  of  the  women  who 
passion  of  the  people,  and  to  beg  their  bread,  shouM  attempt  to  move  forward.  The  sepoys 
they  did,  on  the  next  day,  actually  proceed  to  consequently  assembled ;  and,  each  one  being 
the  extremity  of  exposing  themselveil  to  public  provided  with  a  bludgeon,  they  drove  them,  by 
view  an  extremity,  implying  the  lowest  state  dint  of  beating,  into  the  xenanah.  The  wo- 
of disgrace  and  degradation ;  to  avoid  which  men,  seeing  the  treachery  of  Letafot,proceed- 
many  women  in  India  have  laid  violent  hands  ed  to  throw  stones  and  brides  at  the  sepoys, 
upon  themselves — and  they  did  proceed  to  the  and  again  attempted  to  get  out ;  hot  finding 
pliblic  market-place  with  the  starvmg  children  that  impossible,  from  the  gates  being  shut, 
of  the  late  sovereign,  and  thehrothera  and  sis-  they  kept  up  a  continual  discharge  of  stones 
Urs  of  the  reigning  prince!-* A  minuto  ac-  and  bricks  till  about  ten ;  when  finding  their 
count  of  the  transaction  aforesaid  was  written  situation  desperate,  they  retired  into  the  kung 
to  the  British  resident  at  LtKknow  by  the  per*  mohul,  and  forced  their  way  from  thence  into 
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tfa6pdaiot,Middic|Mraedt]MnMlT«Btbautt]M  of  the  diifwrbwc— .    Tbe  mother  of  Shoja 

hoote  end  gvden ;  after  thU  thej  ware  deaiiv  Dowla  returned  for  answer,  that  after  there 

goj  of  getiing  into  the  begum^s  apartment,  but  being  no  accounts  kept  of  crores  of  revenues, 

she  being  apprized  of  their  inUntion  ordered  she  was  not  surprised,  that  the  &niily  of  Shuja 

hsr  doors  to  be  shut.    In  the  mean  time,  Le-  Dowla,  in  their  eodeaToura  to  procure  a  sub- 

tafiit  and  Hushmond  AUj  Cawn  posted  sen-  sistenoe,  should  be  obliged  to  expose  them- 

tries  to  secure  the  ^tes  of  the  lesser  mahal.  selves  to  the  meanest  of  the  people.     After 

During  the  whole  of  this  conflict,  all  the  ladies  bewailing  their  misfortunes,  anid  sheddini;  mi- 

and  women  remained  exposed  to  the  view  of  ny  tears,  the  begum  took  her  leave,  ani  re- 

tbe  sepoys.   The  begiim  then  sent  for  Letafut  turned  home." 

aad  Uushmund  Ally  Cawn,  whom  she  severe-  That  the  said  affecting  narrative  bein;  v<ni, 

ly  reprimanded,  and  insisted  upon  knowing  with  others  of  the  same  nature,  on  the  29ih  cf 

1^  causes  of  this  in&mous  behaviour.     They  January,  1784,  to  the  said  Warren  Haiitin»s, 

pleaded  in  their  defence  the  impossibility  cf  he  did  not  order  any  relief  in  consequence 

helping  it,  as  the  treatment  the  women  had  met  thereof,  or  take  any  sort  of  notice  whatsoever 

with  had  been  conformable  to  his  excellency  of  the  said  intelligence. 
the  vizier's  orders.    The  begum  alleged,  that 

even  adi^Uting,  that  the  nabob  had  given  those  LXX V.— That  the  court  of  directors  did 

orders,  tbi^  were  bj  no  means  authorized  ia  express  strong  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  seiz- 

ihas  manner  to  disgrace  the  fiunily  of  Shuja  ing  the  estates  aforesaid,  and  did  declare  to 

I>owla ;  and  should  tlaey  not  i^eceive  their  al-  him  the  said  Hastings,  "  that  the  only  conso- 

k»wmnoe  for  a  day  or  two,  it  could  be  of  no  lation  they  felt  on  the  occasion  is,  that  the 

great  moment :  what  was  passed  was  now  at  amount  of  those  jaghires,  for  tokieh  the  eom- 

aa  end,  but  that  the  vizier  should  certainly  be  p<mjf  tocre  guaranUe»t  is  to  be  paid  thrmtgh 

acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  affair,  and  wr  ruident  ai  the  etntrt  qf  the  outer ;  and  it 

that  whatever  he  desired  she  should  implicitly  very  materially  concerns  the  credit  of  your 

comply  with.    The  begum  then  sent  for  five  govemour  on  no  account  to  tHffer  tuck  jtay^ 

of  the  chiklreo,  who  were  wounded  in  the  af-  menU  to  he  evaded."    But  the  said  Warren 

Gray  of  last  nigh^  and,  after  endeavouring  to  Hastings  did  never  make  the  arrangement  sup* 

soothe  them,  she  sent  again  for  Letafut  and  posed  in  the  said  letter  to  be  actually  made, 

Hushmund  Ally  Cawn,  and  in  the  presence  of  nor  did  he  cause  the  resident  to  pay  them  the 

the  children  expressed  her  disapprobation  of  amount  of  their  jaghires,  or  to  make  any  pay- 

their  conduct,  and  the  improbability  of  Asuf  ment  to  them. 

ul  Dowla'e  suffering  the  ladies  and  chiUren  of  And  the  said  Hastings  being  expressly  or- 
Shuja  Dof?la  to  be  disgraced  by  being  exposed  dered  by  the  court  of  directors  to  restore  to 
to  the  vie*^  of  the  rabble.  Upon  which  Leta-  them  their  estates,  in  case  the  charges  made 
fut  produced  the  letter  from  the  nabob,  at  the  upon  them  should  not  be  found  true,  bo  the 
same  time  representing,  that  he  was  amenable  said  Hastings  did  contumaciously  and  cruelly 
only  to  the  orders  of  his  excellency,  and  that  decline  any  compliance  with  the  said  orders 
whatever  he  ordered  it  was  his  duty  to  obey  ;  until  his  journey  to  Lucknow,  when  ho  did,  as 
and  that  had  the  ladies  thought  proper  to  have  he  says,  "  conformably  to  the  orders  of  the 
retired  into  their  apartments  quietly,  he  would  court  of  directors,  and  more  to  the  inclination 
not  have  used  the  means  he  had  taken  to  com-  of  the  nabob  vizier,  restore  to  them  their  jag- 
pel  them.  The  begum  again  observed,  that  hires,  but  with  the  defalcation,  according  to 
what  had  happened  was  now  over.  She  then  his  own  account,  of  a  large  portion  of  their  re- 
gave  the  children  400  rupees,  and  dismissed  spectivo  shares  ;'*  pretending,  without  the  least 
Stem,  and  sent  word  by  Jumrud  and  the  other  probability,  that  the  said  defalcation  was  a 
eunuchs,  that  if  the  ladies  would  peaceably  re-  "  voluntary  concession  on  their  part."  But 
lire  to  their  apartments,  Letafut  would  supply  what  he  has  left  to  them  for  their  support,  or 
them  with  3  or  4,000  rupees  for  their  personal  in  what  proportion  to  that  which  he  has  taken 
expenses,  and  recommended  to  them  not  to  in-  &way,  he  has  no  where  stated  to  the  court  of 
cur  any  further  disgrace,  and  that  if  they  did  directors,  whose  faith  he  has  broken,  and  whose 
not  think  proper  to  act  agreeably  to  her  direo-  orders  he  has  thus  eluded,  whilst  lie  pretended 
tioBs,  they  would  do  wrong.  The  ladies  fol-  to  yield  some  obedience  to  them, 
lowed  her  advice,  and  sJwit  ten  at  night  wont 

back  into  the  zenanah.    The  next  morning  LXXVI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

the  begum  waited  upon  the  mother  of  Shuja  ings  having  made  a  malicious,  and  ill-sup- 

Uowia,  and  related  to  her  all  the  circumstances  ported  charge,  backed  by  certain  unsatis&otory 


104  ARTICLES  OF  CBAROB 

affidatiti,  as  a  ground  fiir  hii  seizing  on  tbo  fere,  on  principlee  of  natnnl  jnstioe,  to  laf« 
jaghires,  and  the  treasures  of  the  ▼izier'B  mo-  instituted  a  diligent  inquiry  in  support  of  his 
t}ier,  Bolemnljr  guarantied  to  them ;  the  court  so  improbable  a  charge,  and  was  bound,  e?en 
of  directors  did,  in  their  letter  of  tlie  14th  of  fer  his  own  honour,  as  well  as  for  the  sati»- 
February,  1789,  express  theroieWes  as  follows  Action  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  take  s  strong 
concerning  that  measure ;— "  which  the  go-  part  in  the  said  inquiry,  did  set  faimself  in  op- 
vernour-general  (he  the  said  Warren  Hast-  positicm  to  the  same,  and  did  carry  with  biia 
ings)  in  hii  letter  to  your  board  the  S3d  Janu-  a  majority  of  council  agsdnst  the  said  inquiiy 
ary,  119%,  has  declared  h»  Urmuunufy  gmoom-  into  the  justice  of  the  cause,  or  any  proposi* 
ro^ed  and  tupporUd ;  we  hope  and  trust,  fer  tion  fer  the  relief  of  the  sufferers ;  asseitittg, 
the  honour  of  the  British  nation,  that  the  mea-  "  it»t  the  reasons  of  the  court  of  directors,  if 
sure  appeared  fully  justified  in  the  eyes  of  all  transmitted  with  the  orders  fer  the  inquiry, 
Hindostan.  The  goTemour-generai  has  ifr-  will  prove  in  efito  an  order  fer  ooUecting  eri- 
fermed  us,  that  it  can  be  well  attested,  that  the  dence  to  tJu  jiat^ScaJfion  amd  aeqmtt^  of  Ao 
begums  (the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  bogums^  and  not  far  the  invealigatian  tf  f  As 
nabob  aforesaid)  j/nwxpaUy  excited  and  sup-  tnUh  of  ike  eheargee  whiek  have  been  fnferred 
ported  the  late  commotions ;  and  that  they  car^  ofonuC  them,"  That  Mr.  Stables  did  not  |nt>» 
ried  their  inveteracy  to  the  Knglish  nation  so  pose,  (as  in  the  said  Hastings's  minnte  is 
far,  as  to  aim  at  our  utter  extirpation.'— Atid  groundlessly  supposed,)  that  the  reasons  of 
the  court  of  directors  did  fiirther  declare  as  fol-  the  court  of  directors  should  be  transmitted 
lows : — "  that  it  no  where  appears  from  the  with  .the  orders  for  an  inquiry.  But  the  ap* 
papers  at  present  in  our  possession,  that  they  prehension  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  of  tiie 
(the  mother  and  grandmother  of  the  nabob  of  probable  result  of  the  inquiry  propped  did 
Oude)  excited  any  commotions  previous  to  the  strongly  indicate  his  sense  of  his  own  guilt, 
imprisonment  of  Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  and  (»ly  and  the  innocence  of  the  parties  accused  by 
armed  themselves  in  consequence  of  that  trans-  him ;  and  if,  by  his  constrtiction,  Mr.  Sta^ 
action  ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  such  a  conduct  bles's  minute  did  indicate  an  inquiry  merely 
proceeded  from  motives  of  selfnlefence,  under  for  the  justification  of  the  parties  by  bim  ae- 
an  apprehension  that  they  themselves  might  cused,  (whidi  construction  the  motion  did  not 
likewise  be  laid  under  unwarrantable  contri-  bear,)  it  was  no  more  than  what  the  <rfmouB 
butions." — And  the  said  court  of  directors,  in  rules  of  justice  would  well  support :  his  own 
giving  their  orders  for  the  restoration  of  the  proceedings  having  been  ex  peprte ;  he  having 
jaghires,  or  for  the  payment  of  an  equivalent  employed  Sir  Elijah  Impey  to  take  affidavits 
through  the  resident,  did  give  this  order  for  against  the  women  of  high  rank  aferesaid,  not 
the  restoration  of  their  estates  as  aforesaid  on  only  without  any  inquiry  made  on  their  part, 
condition,  that  it  should  appear  from  inquiry,  but  without  any  communication  to  them  oif  his 
that  they  were  not  guilty  of  the  practices  practice  and  proceedings  against  them ;  and 
charged  upon  them  by  the  said  Hastings.  Mr.  equity  did  at  least  require,  that  they,  with  his 
Stables,  one  of  the  counciUgeneral,  did,  in  exe-  own  knowledge,  and  by  the  subordinates  of  his 
cution  of  the  said  conditional  order,  propose  own  government,  should  be  allowed  a  pdklic 
an  inquiry,  leading  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  inquiry  to  acquit  themselves  of  the  heavy  oA> 
condition,  and  did  enter  a  minute  as  follows :  fences,  with  which  they  had  been  by  him  clan- 
"  that  the  court  of  directors,  by  their  letters  of  destinely  charged, 
the  14th  of  February,  1784,  seem  not  to  be  sa- 
tisfied, that  the  disaffection  of  the  besums  to  LXXYIT.— That  he,  the  said  Hastings, 
this  government  is  salBciently  proved  by  the  in  order  to  effectually  stiiHe  the  said  inquiry, 
evidence  befere  them ;  I  therefore  think,  that  did  enter  on  record  a  further  minute,  assert- 
the  late  and  present  resident,  and  commanding  ing,  that  the  said  inquiry  would  be  productive 
officer  in  the  vizier's  country  at  the  time,  "devils  greater  than  any  whidi  have  already 
should  be  called  on  to  collect  what  further  in-  taken  place,  and  wAteA  time  hM  almoet  oMifr- 
formation  they  can  on  this  subject,  in  which  ro/cd  ,*"  as  also  the  following—"  If  lam  right- 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  government  is  ly  informed,  the  nabob  vizier  and  the  b^rums 
•o  maieriaUy  efmctmed ;  and  that  such  infer-  are  on  terms  of  mutual  good-will.  It  would 
mation  may  be  transmitted  to  the  court  of  di-  ill  become  this  government  to  interpose  its 
rectors."  And  he  did  further  propose  heads  influence  by  any  act  which  might  lend  to  re- 
and  modes  of  inquiry,  suitable  to  the  doubts  vive  their  animosities,  and  a  very  slight 


expressed  by  the  court  of  directors.    But  the     sion  would  be  sufficient  to  effbct  it.    They 
said  Warren  Hastings,  who  ought,  long  b^     will  instantly  take  fire  on  such  a  dedaratioi^ 
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pfwlite  ilw  jodgnaot  of  Clio  eonpany  in  alMtennblei  that  the  rMtantim  of  her  landed 

their  Atvoor,  demeiid  a  reparatioD  of  the  aote,  estates,   recommended  by  the  ooort  of  di- 

whkh  thej  will  cooatme  wroBfty  with  such  a  reetors,  could  not  produce  any  ill  effect  on 

aeaienoe  warranting  that  oonstmction,  and  the  mind  of  the  said  son,  as  it  was  "  with  al* 

eitfasr  accept  the  inritation,  to  the  prodainH  most  unconquerable  reluctance  he  had  been 

ed  aeandal  of  the  nabob  mier,  which  wiU  not  persuaded  to  deprive  her  of  them."    And  at 

add  toi/martdiiofomrgmtmauni;  or  remain  the  time  of  his  submitting  to  become  an  in- 

in  his  dominions,  but  not  under  his  authority,  stmment  in  this  injustice,  did  "  dechue"  both 

10  add  to  his  ventionsi  and  the  disorders  of  to  the  resident  and  his  ministers,  that  it  was 

the  eountry,  by  eontinnal  intriguse  and  sedi-  an  act  of  compulsion." 
tioBS.     Enough  already  exists  to  affect  his 

peace  and  the  quiet  of  his  people.    If  we  can*  LXXIX.— That  the  said  Hastings  fur. 

not  heal,  let  us  not  inflame,  the  wounds,  wWe*  ther,  by  insinuating,  that  the  women  in  quee* 

hsM  bscn  inAieted." — ^*  If  the  begums  think  tion  would  act  amiss  in  appealing  to  a/oiw 

themeelves  aggriersd  to  such  a  degree  as  to  ngnJwimHetUm  against  a  son  and  grandson, 

justify  then  m  an  onMof  to  a  finign  ^tirie>  could  not  forget,  that  be  himself,  being  that 

dielisn ;  to  appeal  to  it  against  a  man  stand-  foreign  jurisdiction  (if  any  jnrisdictioQ  there 

iag  in  the  relation  of  son  and  grandson  to  was)  did  himself  direct  and  order  the  injift> 

thsm;  <e  appeal  to  tht  ynsCios  ^  fAose,  wkt  ries ;  did  himself  urge  the  calumnies;  and  did 

AoBs  Um  Ihs  obcttort  tmd  mttmmmU  of  their  himself  cause  to  be  taken  and  produced  the 

ts^pirfsd  wrongs,  let  ns  at  least  pennit  them  wnsatisfiirtory  eridsnee,  by  which  the  women 

to  be  the  jndges  of  their  own  feelings,  and  pre-  in  question  had  soflbred;  and  that  it  was 

fer  their  ooosplaints,  before  we  ^er  to  re*  against  him  the  said  Hastings,  and  not  against 

dbsosthen.    They  will  not  need  to  be  prompts  iSm  son,  that  they  hnd  reason  to  appeal, 

ed.    I  hope  I  shall  not  depart  froi^  the  sim-  But  the  troth  is,  that  the  inquiry  was  moved 

plki^  of  oflkial  hmguage  in  saying,  the  ma-  for  by  Mr.  Stables,  not  on  the  prayer,  or  ap- 

jes^  of  justice  ought  to  be  approached  with  peal,  of  the  sufferers,  but  upon  the  ill  impree- 

solicitation,  not  descend  to  provoke  or  invite  sicn,  which  the  said  Hastings's  own  conduct, 

it,  aanch  leas  to  debase  itself  by  the  suggestion  merely  and  solely  on  his  own  state  of  it,  and 

of  wronga,  and  the  promise  of  redress,  with  on  hu  own  evidence  in  support  of  it,  had 


die  dsnundation  of  punishments  before  trial,  made  on  the  court  of  directors,  who  were  his 

and  even  before  accusation."  lawful  mastera,  and  not  suitors  in  his  court. 

And  his  arro^ting  to  himself  and  his  col- 
LXXYUI.— That  the  saU  Warran  Hast*  leagues  to  be  a  tribunal,  and  a  tribunal,  not 
inga,  in  attsmpting  to  pass  an  act  of  indem-  for  the  purpoee  of  doing  justice,  but  ofrefos- 
aity  for  his  own  crimes,  and  of  oblivion  for  ing  inquiry,  was  an  bif^  offence  and  misde- 
the  suflerings  of  others,  supposing,  the  lat-  raeanour  (particularly  as  the  due  obedience  to 
ter  ubnoa  obliterated  by  time,  did  not  only  the  oompan/s  orders  was  eluded  on  the  inso* 
moek  and  insnlt  over  the  sufferings  (^  the  a^  lent  pretence,  "  that  the  majesty  of  justice 
lies  of  the  company,  but  did  show  an  indecent  ought  to  be  approached  with  solicitation,  and 
contempt  of  the  understandings  of  the  court  of  that  it  would  debase  itself  by  the  suggestion 
dneolan;  because  his  violent  attempts  on  the  of  wrongs  an^d  the  promise  of  redress,**)  in  a 
property  and  liberty  of  the  mother  aiid  grand-  govemoor,  whoee  business  it  is,  even  of  him- 
moUisr  of  the  ally  aforesaid  bad  not  their  first  self,  and  unsolicited,  not  only  to  promise,  but 
commencsment  much  above  two  years  before  to  aflbrd,  redrees  to  all  those  who  should  stif- 
that  time,  and  had  been  continued,  without  for  under  the  power  of  the  company,  even  if 
abatement  or  relajKation  on  his  pwrt,  to  the  their  ignorance,  or  want  of  protection,  or  the 
very  tiflse  of  his  minute ;  the  nabob  having,  irabecality  of  their  sex,  or  the  foar  of  irritate 
by  the  instigation  of  his  the  said  Hastings  s  ing  persons  in  rank  and  station,  should  pre- 
instnment  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  not  two  months  vent  them  from  seeking  it  by  formal  soUcita- 
before  the  dale  of  the  consultation,  been  oblig-  tion. 
ed  a  second  time  to  break  his  fiuth  with  re- 
lation to  the  estates  of  his  mother  in  the  man-  LXXX.—- That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
ner  herein  before  recited.  And  the  said  Hast-  at  the  time  when  he  pretended  ignorance  of 
ings  did  not,  and  could  not,  conceive  that  the  all  solicitation  for  justice  on  the  part  of  the 
d earing  the  mother  could  revive  any  animo-  women  aforesaid,  and  on  that  pretence  did  re- 
sity  betwen  her  and  her  son,  by  whom  she  ne-  fuse  the  inquiry  moved  by  his  colleague,  Mr. 
ver  had  been  aocuaed.  The  said  Hastings  was  Stables,  bad  in  all  probability  received  from 
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therendeiitMiikn*tea,or]f  hebadmiidelho  MwitfaMtRa  Shutfoe Ccmi, k* inlradiietd 
•lightMt  inquiry  from  tho  said  MkJdletmi,  a  subject  respecting  tbe  nabob  vizier,  wUcfa, 
thra  at  Calcutta,  miglkt  imroediatelj  receive,  however  it  may  be  disagreeable  for  jou  to 
an  aooount  tbat,  theg  did  ueimaify  ti^ioU  tbe  know,  and  consequently  for  me  to  comnnai* 
said  resident,  through  Major  Gilpin,  for  re-  cat«,  I  am  under  a  necessity  of  laying  befara 
dress  against  his  \ho  said  Hastings's  calun-  you.  He  told  me  he  had  received  information 
nious  accusation,  and  the  false  testimony  by  hom  Lncknow,  that,  by  the  advice  of  Hyder 
which  it  was  supported  ;  and  did  send  the  Beg  Gawn,  tbe  vizier  had  determined  lo  bring 
same  complaint  to  the  resident  Middleton,  by  his  grandmother,  tbe  widow  of  Sufilar  Jung, 
tbesaidGilpin,  to  be  transmitted  tohimthesaid  from  Fyzabad  toLucknow,  with  a  view  of  get- 
Hastings  and  the  council  so  early  as  the  19th  ting  a  further  sum  of  Bsoney  from  her,  by 
of  October,  1762 :  and  that  she  the  mother  of  seising  on  her  eunuchs,  digging  up  the  apart- 
the  nabob,  did  afterwards  send  the  same  Co  the  ments  of  her  house'  at  Fyzaliad,  and  putting 
resident  Bristow,  asserting  their  innocence,  her  own  person  under  restraint.  Thia,  ha 
and  accompanying  the  same  with  the  copies  said,  he  knew  was  not  an  act  of  oar  govern* 
of  letters  (the  originals  of  which  they  aaserted  inent,  but  tbe  mere  advice  of  Hydej  Beg  Cnwn, 
were  in  their  hands)  from  the  chief  witnesses  to  which  the  vizier  had  been  induced  to  attend, 
against  them,  Hannay  and  Gordon,  which  let-  He  adde<t.  that  the  old  begum  had  reaolvad 
ters  did  directly  overturn  the  charges  or  in-  rather  to  put  herself  to  deatif  than  submit  lo 
sinuations  in  tbe  affidavits  made  by  them ;  and  the  disgrace  intended  to  be  put  upon  her ;  that 
that  instead  of  any  accusation  of  an  attempt  if  such  a  cirenmstanoe  shouUI  happen,  there  is 
upon  them  and  their  parties  by  the  instigation  not  a  man  m  Aindsstan,  toko  %oiU  aUrUmU  tim 
of  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  or  by  her  minis-  euttothe viner  [na6o6  qf  Oiute,]  but  everyone 
ters,  they  the  said  Hannay  and  Gordon  did  at^  lettt  Jl»  tfu  odmm  en  theSngU^f  tok»  wught 
tribute  their  preservi^ion  to  them,  and  to  their  easi^,  £y  th»  n^fhumte  fVy  so  hrg^  taeef^ 
services ;  and  did,  with  strong  expressions  of  dee  in  tkar  own  eonosmt  tibere,  have  prevented 
gratitude  both  to  the  mother  of  the  nabob  and  soch  unnatural  conduct  in  the  vizier.  Ho 
to  her  ministers,  fhlly  acknowledge  the  same,  tberelbre  called  opcm  me,  as  the  English  re- 
Which  remonstrance  ct  the  mother  of  tbe  (Nrcsentalive  in  this  quarter,  to  ihlbrm  yen  of 
nabob,  and  the  letters  of  the  said  Hannay  and  this,  that  you  may  prevent  a  step  which  will 
Gordon,  are  annexed  to  this  charge  ;  and  the  destroy  nil  confidence  in  the  Elnglish  nation 
said  Hastings  is  highly  criminal  for  not  hav-  throughout  Hindostan,  and  excite  Uie  bitterest 
ing  examined  uito  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  resentment  in  all  those,  who  by  blood  are  con- 
remonstrance,  nected  with  (he  house  of  Sufdar  Jung.' '    He 

concluded  by  saying  '*  that  if  tbe  vizier  ao 

LXXXI.— That  the  violent  proceedings  little  regarded  his  &mily  and  personal  honour, 

of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  di(J  tend  to  iro-  or  his  natural  duty,  as  to  wish  to  disgrace  hia 

press  all  the  neighbouring  princes,  some  of  father's  mother  for  a  sum  of  money,  let  him 

whom  were  allied  in  blood  to  the  oppressed  plunder  her  of  all  she  has,  but  let  him  send 

women  of  rank  aforesaid,  with  an  ill  opinion  her  safe  up  to  Delhi,  or  Agra,  and  poor  as  I 

of  the  faith,  honour,  and  decency  of  the  British  am,  I  will  fbmish  suhsistenoe  for  her,  which 

nation;  and  accordingly,  on  the  journey  afore-  she  shall  possess  wiih  safety  and  honour, 

said  made  by  tbe  nab<^  from  Lucknow  to  though  it  cannot  be  adequate  to  her  iank.<^ 

Fyzabad,  in  which  the  said  nabob  did  restore,  This,  sir,  is  a  roost  exact  detail  of  the  oon- 

in  the  manner  before-mentioned,  the  confis-  versation  (as  far  as  related  to  that  afiair)  on 

cated  estates  of  his  mother  and  grandmother,  the  part  of  Mirza  Shuffee  Cawn.    On  my 

and  did  afterwards  revoke  his  said  grant,  it  ap-  pvt  I  couU  only  say,  that  I  imagined  the  a£i 

pears,  that  the  said  journey  did  cause  a  general  feir  was  misrepresented,  and  that  1  aboiild 

alarm  (the  worst  motives  obtaining  tl^  most  write  as  he  requested.    Let  me  therefore  r** 

easy  credit  with  regard  to  any  future  proceed-  quest  that  you  will  enable  me  to  answer,  in  a 

ing  on  account  of  the  foregone  acta,)  and  more  efTectua)  manner,  any  further  questicms 

excited  great  indignation  among  the  ruling  on  thb  subject." 
persons  of  the  adjacent  country ;  insomuch 

that  Major  Brown,  agent  to  the  said  Warren        LXXXII *'  As  Mirza  ShuSee's  grand- 

Hastings,  at  the  court  of  the  King  Shaw  Al-  fether  was  brother  to  Sofebr  Jung,  there  can 

lum  at  Delhi,  did  write  a  remonstrance  therein  bo  no  doubt  of  what  his  declaration  meana, 

to  Mr.  Bristow,  resident  at  Oude  as  follows :  and  if  this  measure  of  dismissing  the  oki  be- 

W<  the  evening  of  the  7  th,  at  a  conference  I  gum  sbonld  be  persisted  m,  I  shonid  not,  from 
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flttt*  ofaftin,  lad  tlMditrMt«rortiie  Mlf  an  mcomt  of  the  rwideat  MiAHttoa,  for 

ir  of  Onrah,  b«  MirpriMd  at  KHae  iiama-  the  waat  of  a  liiaral  exacution  of  hia  orderi  in 

diateand  viol«BtreM>liuioB  be  adopted  by  hUn."  the  plana  of  eztortioa  and  rapine  aforeeaid  ; 

the  criminal  nature,  spirit,  and  tendency,  of  the 

LXXXill.— That  Mina  Sbuffea,  nie»-  aaid  proceedings,  for  the  defective  execution 

tioned  in  thie  correapondenco,  (who  has  ainoe  of  which  be  brought  the  said  charge,  appear- 

beea  mardored)  waa  oTnear  kindred  to  the  ing  in  the  defenoe  or  apology  made  by  Mr. 

lady  in  qiieation  (grandmother  to  the  nahob,)  Middleton,  the  reaident,  for  hia  temporary 

was  resident  in  a  prorince  immediately  ad-  and  abort  forbearanoea. 
joining  to  the  province  of  Oude,  and  from 

prodmity  of  situation  and  nearaeaa  of  ooa-  LXXXYI.— "  It  conld  not,  I  flatter  mf- 

naxion,  waa  liiieiy  to  have  any  intelligence  sell;  be  termed  a  longer  unwarrantable  dehiy, 

coBOBniing  hia  female  relations  from  the  beat  (two  days)  when  the  importance  of  the  bo- 

auihority.  ainaaa,  and  the  peculiar  erabatrassments  at- 
tending the  proaecution  of  it  to  its  desired  end 

LXXXIV.— Thai  the  reaidant  Briatow,  are  considerad.  The  nabob  waa  son  to  tho 
on  receiving  thta  letter  did  apply  to  the  aaid  begum  whom  we  ware  to  proceed  against ;  a 
Hyder  BegCawn  for  an  explanation  of  the  son  against  a  mother  must  at  leaataoaeappfar- 
nabob'a  intantiona,  who  denied,  that  the  nn-  oneaf  in  hit  mode  of  proceeding.  The  pro- 
bob  intended  more  than  a  visit  of  duty  and  duce  of  his  negotiation  was  to  be  received  by 
eorsoony ;  which,  whatarer  his  dispoaitiooa  the  company.  Receiving  a  benefit,  acoom- 
might  bnVa  been,  and  probably  were,  towards  panying  uie  nabob,  withdrawing  their  proteo- 
hii  own  mother,  was  not  altogether  probaUe,  tion,  were  circumatanees  sufficient  to  aiaHk 
la  it  was  well  known,  that  he  waa  on  vary  the  EngUeh  as  tkeprine^  mooen  inAiebfH 
had  leraaa  with  the  mother  of  bui  Ihther ;  and  smsBs.  At  a  court,  where  no  opportunity  is 
it  appeara,  that  intanliena  of  a  similar  nature  loat  to  throw  odium  on  oa,  so  favourable  an 
had  bean  before  manifested  even  with  regard  occasion  was  notmtased  to  persuade  the  nabob, 
to  his  own  mother,  and  therefore  obtained  the  that  we  instigated  him  to  dishonour  hia  family 
more  eaay  credit  concerning  the  other  women  for  our  benefit.  The  impressions  made  by 
of  high  rank  aforesaid,  aapacially  aa  the  evil  these  suggestions  constantly  retarded  the  pro- 
dsaigna  of  the  said  Hyder  Bag  were  abund*  greas  and  more  than  once  actually  broke  off 
antly  known ;  and thattfae aaid  Haattngs,  upon  the  buainess ;  which  rendered  the  utmost  cau- 
wbom  ha  did  wholly  depend,  continuwl  to  r»-  tion  on  my  part  necessary,  eapecially  as  I 
command  *<  the  moat  effectual,  that  ia,  the  had  no  assistance  to  expect  lh>m  the  ministara, 
moat  Tiolant,  means  for  the  recovery  of  the  who  could  not  openly  move  in  the  busineaa. 
amall  ramains  of  hia  extorted  demand/'  But  In  the  east  it  is  well  known  that  no  man, 
ahhougb  it  doea  not  appear,  that  the  reaident  either  by  himaelf  or  his  troops,  can  enter  the 
did  give  credit  to  the  aaidreport,  yet  the  effect  walls  of  a  xenana,  scarcely  in  the  case  of  aet- 
of  ^  same  on  the  minds  of  the  neighbouring  ing  against  an  open  enemy,  much  less  of  on 
princea  did  make  it  proper  and  necessary  to  offy ;— on  alfy  acting  ogaxnH  Me  own  moffur, 
direct  a  atrict  inquiry  into  the  aame,  which  The  outer  walls,  and  the  begom*8  agents, 
waa  not  done  ;  and  it  does  not  appear,  that  were  all  that  were  liable  to  immedhiteattadc ; 
sny  Ibrtlier  inquiry  waa  made  into  the  true  mo-  they  were  dealt  with,  and  socceasflilly,  as  the 
tivea  for  thia  projected  journey  to  Fysabad,  OTont  proved." — **  He  had  before  observed  to 
nor  into  the  proceedings  of  Hyder  Beg  Gawn,  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  correspondence,  what 
ahhoogh  the  said  Warren  Hastings  well  knew,  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew  to  be  trae,  **  that 
that  all  the  acta  of  the  nabob  and  his  principal  no  further  rigour  than  that  he  had  exerted 
mittiitera  were  constantly  attributed  to  bim  ;  could  be  used  against  females  in  that  country ; 
and  tiiat  it  waa  known,  that  secret  agents,  aa  where  force  could  be  employed  it  was  not 
well  as  tha  eompany'a  regular  agent,  were  em-  spared.  That  the  place  of  concealment  was 
ployed  bf  him  at  Lneknow  and  other  plaeea.  only  known  to  the  chief  eunuchs,  who  conld 

not  be  drawn  out  of  the  women*8  apartmenia, 

LXXXV  •— That  the  aaid  Hastings,  who  where  they  had  taken  refuge,  and  from  wbich, 

did,  on  ptateBce  of  the  Majesty  of  justice,  r^  if  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  storm  th«n| 

fiiae  to  inquire  into  the  daurgea  made  upon  the  they  might  escape  ;  and  the  secret  of  the  mo- 

framhi  parenta  of  the  nabob  of  Onde,  in  justi-  ney  being  known  only  to  them,  it  was  neces-    * 

frcation  of  the  violence  offered  to  them,  did  aary  to  get  their  persons  into  his  hands,  which 

voluntarily  and  of  his  own  accord  make  him-  could  be  obtained  by  negotiation  only."— Tho 
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midBOt  ooDdnded  hit  deftnce  bj  declaring  hit  After  the  death  oTShnja  Dowla,  most  of  hfa 

<*  hofM,  that  if  the  main  object  of  his  orders  nnfratefttl  serrants  were  constantly  labouring 

was  fulfilled,  he  should  be  no  longer  held  crimi-  to  gratify  their  enmity ;  but  finding  from  the 

nal  for  a  deviation  fi-om  the  precise  letter  of  firm  and  sincere  firiendship,  which  subsisted 

them."  between  me  and  the  English,  that  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  purposes  was  frustrated, 

LXXXVII.— -That the  said  Warren  Hast-  they  formed  the  design  of  occasioning  a  breach 

ings  did  enter  a  reply  to  this  answer,  in  support  in  that  alliance,  to  insure  their  own  succc 


of  his  criminal  charge,  continuing  to  insist,  I  must  acquaint  yon,  that  my  son  Asuf  ul 

**  that  his  orders  ought  to  hare  been  liter«lly  Dowla  had  formerly  threatened  to  seize  my 

obeyed,"  although  he  did  not  deny,  that  the  jaghire  :  but  upon  producing  the  treaty  signed 

above  difficulties  occurred,  and  the  above  coo-  by  you,  and  showing  it  to  Mr.  Middleton,  he 

sequences  must  have  beien  the  result ;  and  interfered,  and  prevented  the  impending  evil. 

ibtMigh  the  reports  of  the  military  officers  —The  conspiration  now  fiwned  an  aocnsatioa 

oharged  with  the  ezecntion  of  his  commission,  against  me  of  a  conduct,  which  I  had  never 

confirmed  the  moral  impossibility,  as  well  as  conceived  even  m  idea,  of  rendering  assist- 

inutility  in  point  of  profit,  of  forcing  a  son  to  anoe  to  Rajah  Gheit  Sing.    The  particulars 

greater  violence  and  rigour  against  his  mother,  are  as  follow  :«— My  son,  Asuf  ul  Dowla  and 

his  ministers  with  troops  and  a  train  of  ai^ 

LXXXVIII.— That  the  said  Hastings,  tillery,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Middleton,  on 

aAer  all  the  acts  aforesaid,  did  presume  to  de-  the  16th  of  the  month  of  Mohnrum,  arrived 

dare  on  record,  in  his  minute  of  the  SSd  Sep-  at  Fyzabad,  and  nmde  a  demand  of  a  crore  of 

tember,  178S,  that  whatever  may  happen  of  the  rupees. — ^As  my  inability  to  pay  to  vast  a 

•venu,  wbidi  he  dreads,  in  the  train  of  aA  anm  was  manifest,  I  produced  tiie  treaty  yon 

feirs  now  subsisting,  he  ^11  at  least  receive  signed  and  gave  me,  but  to  no  effect ;  their 

this  consolation  under  them,  that  he  used  his  hMuts  were  determined  upon  violence.    I  o& 

ntmost  exertions  to  prevent  them  ;  and  that  ferred  my  son,  Asuf  ul  Dowla,  whose  will  ii 

in  the  annals  of  the  nations  of  Indht,  which  dearer  to  me  than  all  my  riches,  or  even  life 

have  l>een  subjected  to  the  British  dominions,  itself,  whatever  jnoney  and  goods  1  was  poe- 

HE  ahall  not  6c  mumbend  among  tkar  op-  aessed  of ;  but  an  amicable  adjustment  seem- 

mrtatoun,*     And,  speaking  of  certain  alle^  ed  not  worth  accepting  ;  he  demanded  the  de- 

indignitieB  offered  to  ihe  nabob  of  Oude,  and  livering  np  the  fort,  and  the  recall  of  the  troops, 

oertain  alleged  suspicions  of  his  authority  with  that  were  stationed  for  the  preserving  the 

regard  to  the  management  of  his  household,  peace  of  the  city.    To  me  tumult  and  dia- 

be  the  said  Hastings  did,  in  the  said  minute,  oord  appeared  unnecessary.    I  gave  up  these 

endeavour  to  excite  the  spirit  of  the  British  points,  upon  which  they  seized  upon  my  bead 

naiicNi,  severely  animadverting  on  such  df^  eunuchs,  Jewar  Ally  Cawn  and  Behar  Ally 

fences,  making  use  of  the  following  terms  :  Cawn,  and  sent  them  to  Mr.  Middleton,  aAer 

**  If  there  be  a  spark  of  generous  virtue  in  having  obliged  them  to  sign  a  bond  for  sixty 

the  breasts  of  any  of  my  coontryroen,  who  lacks  of  rupees  ;  they  were  thrown  into  pri- 

ahall  be  the  readers  of  this  oompilation,  this  son,  with  fetters  upon  their  feet,  and  denied 

letter  [a  letter  of  complaint  from  the  nabob]  food  and  water.    I,  who  had  never,  even  in 

shall  stand  for  an  instrument  to  awaken  it  to  my  dreams,  experienced  such  an  opprsesion, 

the  call  of  vengeance  against  so  fiagitious  an  gave  up  all  I  had  to  preserve  n:y  honour  and 

abuse  of  authority,  and  reproach  to  the  Bri-  dignity  :  but  this  would  not  satisfy  their  d*- 

tish  name.  mands  ;  they  charged  me  with  a  rupee  and 


a  half  batta  upon  eech  mohur,  and  on  this 
account  laid  claims  upon  me  to  the  amount 
Fnm  her  EaeeiUnesf  the  Show  Begtan  to     of  six  lacks  some  thousand  rupees,  and  sent 
Mr,  BritUfWt  Reeident  <u  the  Vixier'a  eomt.      Major  Gilpin  to  exact  the  payment.    Major 
_„.         .  Gilpin,  acpording  to  orders,  at  first  was  op- 

There  IS  no  necessity  to  write  to  you  by  poriunate;  but  being  a  man  of  experience, 
way  of  information  a  detail  of  ray  suOerings,  and  of  a  benevolent  disposition,  when  he  was 
From  common  report,  and  the  intelligence  of  convinced  of  my  want  of  mean,  he  changed 
those  who  are  about  you,  the  account  of  them  his  condyct,  and  was  willing  to  apply  to  the 
will  have  reached  your  ears  j  I  will  here  ro-  shroffs  and  bankers  to  lend  me  the  money, 
late  a  part  of  them.  But  with  the  loss  of  my  jaghires,  mv  credit 
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leoaUBOtraiMibeMm;  atlMt,  Cbpy  qf  •  ktttr  fnm  C^intd  Ifaw^   » 

ftoHaf  nj  helpleM  ntiatioo,  I  coliecied  mj  Jmear  AUjf  Cawn  and  BvkarMiy  Cawn, 
wardrobe  ami  fivnitura,  to  the  vnoiuit  of  about 

Ibree  lacks  of  rapeea,  beaidea  fifty  tbousaiMl  I  bad  tba  pleaaure  to  raceiTa  jour  frieodly 

n^Mea,  whicfa  1  botraifad  from  oae  place  or  letter,  fravf  hi  with  benerolaoGe  ;  and  wbat^ 

4Mbar,  and  a«nt  Major  Gilpin  with  it  to  Luok-  avar  &Toiira  you,  mj  friends,  have  been  pleased 

now.    My  sufferings  did  not  terminate  here,  to  confer  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  afforded  me 

The  diatarbances  of  Colonel  Hanaay  and  Mr.  the  greatest  pleasure. 

Gordon  ware  made  a  pretsboe  for  seising  my  Placing  a  firm  reliance  on  your  friendship, 

jaghira.    The  slate  of  the  matter  is  this ;  I  am  in  eapedation,  that  tlie  albreaaid  gentle* 

when  Colonel  Hannay  was  by  Mr.  Hastings  nsn,  with  his  baggage  will  arrive  at  Fyzabad 

ofderedto  march  to  Benares  during  the  troubles  in  safety,  that  the  same  may  oblige  and  affoid 

ofCheit  Sing,  the  Colonel,  ioWAadj)limd0arf  aatisfaction  to  me.    A  letter  from  Mr.  Gorw 

ll«iBbol8«o«n<ry,i0asmM^a6lt^^roofeding',  don  is  enclosed  to  you— I  am  in  expectatioo 

/rem  efts iniioni>^tAoi(MRdt^SMNMidBre,  mis  of  its  being  enclosed  in  a  cover  to  the  aumil 

had  mu9d  ihia  faaamnbU  eppsrtimJCy ;  they  of  Swnda,  to  the  end  that  iheaumil  may  for^ 

bsrrassed  Mr.  Gordon  near  Juaivard,  aisd  the  ward  it  to  the  above  mentioned  gentleman, 

fsmimJara  of  that  phcaand  Acberpota  opposed  and  procure  his  reply.    Whenever  the  an- 

bis  Burch  from  thence,  till  he  arriTed  near  awer  arrives  let  it  be  delivered  to  HoolaaRoy, 


Sanda.    As  ths  Sanda  Nutta,  from  its  over^  who  will  forward jt  to 

lowing,  was  diilicuit  to  crooe  without  a  boat,  Always  rejoice  me  by  a  few  lines  respecting 

Mr.  Gordon  sent  to  the  fouxdar  to  supply  your  health.    (Continue  to  honour  ate  with 

Um :  he  replied,  the  boats  were  all  in  the  your  correspondence, 
river,  but  would  sooording  to  oideraasaist 

him  aa  aoon  aa  possible.    Mr.  Gonlon's  sito-  Gipf  ^  a  ktUr  fitm  Cofomd  Hmma^  f 

stion  would  not  admit  of  bis  waiting ;  he  Jtmar  and  JBakar  AUjf  Camu 
foieed  the  Nutta  upon  his  elephant,  and  was 

bospitsMy  eotsnained  and  protected  by  the  Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  fiienda,  remain 

fouidar  for  six  days.    In  the  mean  time  a  let-  under  the  protection  of  God. 

lar  was  received  by  me  from  Colonel  Hannay,  Your  firiendly  letter,  frauglA  with  bindnoas 

deeiringmeto  escort  Mr.  Gordon  to  Fyzabad.  accompanied  by  an  honorary  letter  fivm  the 

As  ray  friendship  for  the  English  was  ahvayi  begum  saib,  of  exalted  dignity,  and  enclosing 

sineere,  I  readily  complied,  and  sent    some  a  latter  from  Mr.  Gordon,  sent  Ifaroogfa  year 

oonqpanies  of  nejeefae  to  escort  Mr.  Gk>rdott,  fatrcarabs,  obliged  and  rejoiced  me. 

and  all  Ilia  effects,  to  Fyzabad  ;  where,  having  With  reapect  to  what  you  conmiunicate  ra» 

provided  for  his  entertainment,  I  effected  his  garding  your  not  having  received  an  answer 

junction  with  Colonel  Hannay.    The  lettera  to  your  fiiendly  epistle,  I  became  perfectly 

of  thanks  I  received  from  both  these  gentlemen  astonished  as  a  reply  was  written  torn  Mo> 

upon  thiaoccasion  are  still  in  my  possession ;  badree ;  it  may  be  owing  to  the  dsager  of  the 

copiea  of  wlueh  I  gave  in  charge  to  Major  road,  tlnit  it  never  arrived ;  mrt  to  the  small- 

Gilpin,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Middleton,  ast  neglect  on  my  side  (or  of  mine.) 

thtt  he  might  forward  them  to  the  govemour^  Inow  send  two  lottsrs  to  you  ;  om  by  tha 

general.     To  be  brief,  thoae,  who  have  load-  dawk  people,  and  the  second  by  one  of  my 

ed  me  with  accusations,  are  now  clearly  con-  hircarahs  (wlw  will  present  them  to  yon) 

victed  of  folsehood./  But  is  it  not  eztraordi-  which  you  certainly  will  receive, 

nsry,  notwithstanding  the  justness  of  my  cause,  I  am  extremely  well  contented  and  pleased 

thtt  nobody  relieves  my  misfortunes  ?     Why  with  the  friendship  you  have  shown, 

did  Major  Gilpin  return  without  effect  ?  You  wrote  me  to  remain  perfectly  easy 

My  prayers  have  been  ooostantly  oflersd  to  concerning  Mr.  Gordon.^Verily,  from  the 

Inaven  for  your  arrival ;  report  has  announced  kindness  of  you,  my  indulgent  friends,  my 

it ;  for  which  reason  I  havetaken  up  the  pen,  heart  is  quite  easy.    You  also  observed  and 

and  request  you  will  not  place  implicit  con*  mentioned,  that  aa  Mr.  Gtordon's  coming  with 

fidence  in  my  accusers,  but  weighing  in  the  those  attaishsd  to  him  (probably  his  sepoya 

■eale  of  justice  their  folsehoode  and  my  rspre-  and  others)  might  be  attended  with  difficulty, 

scnlations,  you  will  exert  your  inflcienoe  hi  if  I  approved  he  shouU  be  be  invited  alone  to 

putting  a  period  to  the  misfortunea  with  wEkh  Fyzabad^— My  friends,  I  place  my  expect»- 

I  am  overwhelmed.  tions  entirely  upon  your  ftiendsbips,  sad  leava 
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HtoyoatoadoptdMiiMBMr,  m  ivUch  tlM 
taid  gentleoian  mkj  mnvre  in  Meuri^  withp 
out  molestation  at  Fyzabad  ;  but  at  the  aame 
tiroe,  let  the  pfam  be  lo  managed,  tfaat  it  may 
Bot  come  to  the  kaowledgo  of  any  semindara  ; 
in  this  case,  jou  are  men  of  diaeenuMBU 
However,  he  is  to  coom  to  Fyabad ;  eixtend 
your  assistance  and  endeavours. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  beguni  saib,  of  high 
dignity,  has  reeetved  authentic  intolligeoce 
from  the  camp  at  Benares.  Favour  me  with 
the  contents  or  purport. 

From  Mr.  Gordon^s  letter,  I  understand, 
that  Mina  Imanm  Baksh,  whom  y«Mi  des- 
paitohed  thither  (Sannda)  has  and  still  con- 
tinues to  pay  great  attention  to  that  g«atlo> 
man;  which  a&rds me  great  pleasure. 

An  answer  to  the  b^um^  letter  is  to  bo 
presented.  I  alsoesnd  a  letter  ftom  Mr.  Goto 
don,  which  please  to  forward. 


Tow  gmeioM  lettir,  ia  «Mwer  to  Iho  ptl^ 

tkn  of  your  servant  fttwn  Goondah,  exalted 
■o.  From  the  coments,  I  became  unspeak^ 
ably  impressed  with  the  honour  it  conferred. 
May  the  Almighty  proCoot  that  royal  purity, 
and  bestow  happineas,  inasass  of  wealth,  and 
prosperity. 

The  welfiuo  of  your  servant  is  entirely 
owing  to  your  fiivonr  and  beaovolenco.  A  few 
days  have  elapsed  since  I  arrived  at  Goondah 
with  the  Colonel  Saib. 

This  is  presented  for  your  highnesses  inlbr^ 
mation.  I  chsridi  hopes  from  your  generosity, 
that,  considering  me  in  the  light  of  one  of 
your  servants,  you  will  abrays  oontinue  to 
aadt  and  heBour  me  wiih  yoor  graoioan 
letten. 

May  tho  win  of  prosperity   eontinwally 


J» 


Jrom   GoIsmI 
Btgnm, 


Haamwf  to  tht 


Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and 
fosity,  &c.  whom  God  praserve. 

Your  exalting  letter,  fraught  with  grace  and 
benevolence,  tfaat  through  yow  unbounded  ge- 
nerosity and  goodness  was  sent  through  grace 
and  &vour,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  in  a 
Ibrtunate  moment;  and  n^tever  you  wore 
pleased  to  write  respecting  Mr.  Gordon,  "  that 
■a  at  this  time  the  short-sighted  and  deluded 
ryots  had  carried  their  disturbances  and  ra* 
vages  be3rond  all  bounds,  Mr.  Gordon's  com- 
ing with  his  whole  people  (or  adherents) 
might  be  attended  with  difficulty ;  and  thero- 
frire,  if  I  chose,  lie  ahould  be  inriled  to  coma 
nione."  Now,  as  your  highness  is  the  best 
judge,  your  friitfafiil  servant  repoeeth  his  moot 
unbounded  hopes  and  expectation  upon  your 
Inglmess,  that  the  aibrssaid  Mr.  GonVm  may 
arrive  at  Fyxabad  without  any  apprehenaion 
or  danger.  I  shall  be  then  extremely  honoured 
and  obliged. 

Considering  me  in  the  light  of  a  6nn  and 
faithful  seimt,  continue  to  honour  and  exalt 
me  by  year  letters. 

What  further  can  I  say  ? 

A  aopy  of  em  addrtMi  from  Mr,  Chrdtm  to 
Ao  Begvm, 


and  gsD^ 


Copy  of  a  Ltttor  to  Mohomwud  Jowar  Afff 
(jaun  and  Bahar  AU^f  Comm,  from  Mr» 
Gordon, 

Sirs,  my  indolgent  friends, 
under,  Itc.  &c. 

After  compliments.  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  acquaint  you,  that  yosleniay,  having  takea 
leave  of  you,  1  passed  the  ni|^  at  Noorgungo, 
and  the  next  meraing  about  ten  or  eleven 
o'clock,  through  your  fiivour  and  benevolence^ 
arrived  safe  at  Goendah ;  Mur  Aboo  Bukab, 
xemindar,  and  Mur  Rustnm  Ally,  accompa* 
nied.me. 

To  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praises  of 
you,  my  beneficent  friends  ?  May  the  Supreme 
Being,  fiv  this  benign, compassionate,  humane 
action,  have  you  in  faia  keeping  and  increaao 
your  prosperity,  and  speedily  grant  me  thn 
pleasure  of  an  iiUerviow.  Until  which  tiaao 
oontinue  to  ikvour  me  with  friendly  letters, 
and  oblige  me  by  any  commands  in  my  power 
to  execute. 

May  your  wishes  bo  over  crowned  with 


r 

My  compliments,  Itc  &c  itc 


! 


C^  of  a  Uttor  from   Coiomei  Jiaaflay  io 
AIfy  Cmom  mid  Bohar  Ally  Cmon, 


Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity 
fosity,  whom  God  preserve. 

After  presenting  the  usual 
aervitude,  Ice.  in  die  customary 
address  is  presented. 


of 
manner  my 


Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  friends. 
Remain  under  the  protection  of  the  Supreme 

Being. 
After  oon^>limentl^  and  signifying  my  oar»- 

est  desire  of  an  intenriew,  I  address  you. 
Vour  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindaeea, 

1  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  in  a  propitioua 

hour,  and  your  inaxprcasible kindnessin i 
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k«  ftr  Mv  lf«MV  Allf  widi  a  fciw  to  *■  hmU  nmih  «r  Ui  tamt«7  oadar  a  •»- 

fc—iiij  Ibr  the  puipow  of  fiiMiiim'lif  Mr.  qoertrmtor  or  coUedor  afpomted  by  AluiM 

Qm&mf  with  all  his  hagpige,  wtao  is  bow  ■»•  AU  KhAn,  who  did  griavouily  afllia  and  op- 

riwd  t  VjntmiL  pr»w  tl»e  prinoa  and  iemtory  albrwaid. 

ThisoTcathwafoMBdinetlMaMataow        That  the  huddiipa  of  hi«  owe  being  ft^ 

me  pteaenre  and  •atis&ction.    May  the  Om*  ywatiy  rtpresealed  to  Warren  Haaiinga,  £»- 

70Q,  my  rteadhet    firm  ^viray  he  did  auf  geat  a  doubt,  whether  *'  that 

The  pen  ef  fiiondrinp  itaetf  camoC  Uttleooght  to  ba  atiU  auhject  to  tribute,"  indi* 

itly  ijipieaa  yoar  gmunjaity  and  bwifi  eating,  that  the  aaid  tribute  might  he  hard  and 

andtiatofthebegmnofhighdigBi^,  inequitable;  but  whaterer  ite  jiuiice  might 

nho  ao  graaoaaly  has  iaterealed  heraelf  ia  have  been,  that  **  from  the  eorlicit  period  of 

fhie  matter.    Encieawi  ia  an  addrem  fcr  har,  oveonaeetion  with  the  present  nabob  of  Ouda, 

which  please  to  ftrwaid.    I  hope  from  yoor  it  had  invariably  continued  a  part  of  the  funda 

»,  until  we  meet,  yon  will  centtwieto  assigned  by  his  excellency  as  a  prorision  for 

mo  with  an  aeeoont  of  your  hsahhand  the  liquidation  of  the  several  public  demands 

What  tether  can  I  writo  t  af  rtisgaaiinmiaf  (Calcutta)  upon  him ;  and 

in  oeossquenoe  of  the  powers  the  board  deem* 

■  ed  it  expedient  to  vest  in  the  resident  at  his 

oanrt,  te.the  collection  of  the  company's  as* 

T.  sxTOLvnoim  ni  FAamvoKABAn.  si^unents,  a  secauwil  [a  sequestrator]  has 

always  been  stationed  to  enforce,  by  every 

caUsd  Ahwssd  KhAn  means  in  his  power,  the  payment  of  the  tri- 

And  the  said  tribute  was,  in  conso- 

snd  of  a  nation  ftamoa  quenoe  of  this  arrangement,  not  paid  to  the 

in  aoquiringy  nabob,  hut  to  the  British  resident  at  Oude ; 

and  ito  policy  and  prodsnos  in  well  governing,  and  the  saiM  being  therefore  under  the  dire^ 

lbs  territories  it  had  aoquirsdy  callod  the  Pn-  tion.  and  for  the  sole  use,  of  the  company,  and 

IMB,  or  A%haBS,  of  which  the  Rohillas  vrera  kaieed  the  prince  himself  wholly  dependent, 

a  branch.    The  said  AJmed  Khftn  had  fixed  the  representatives  of  the  said  company  wera 

hii  rasidenoe  in  the  city  of  Farmckabad,  and  responsible  for  the  protection  of  the  prince, 

hi  the  first  wars  of  this  nation  in  India  the  and  fiir  the  good  govenunent  of  the  country. 


said  Ahmed  Kh&n  attochsd  himself  to  the 

emapany  against  8hi^  Dowla,  then  an  ensaay,        II.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did, 


new  a  dependent  on  that  company.    Ahamd    on  the  2td  of  May,  1780,  represent  to  the 
Khin,  towards  the  dose  of  his  life,  was  dis-    board  of  Calcutu  tlie  condition  of  the  said 


of  a  large  part  of  his  dominions  by  eountry,  in  the  following  manner : 

iha  prevalence  of  the  Mahralto  power :  bat  <*  To  the  total  want  of  all  order,  regularity, 

hk  son,  a  minor,  sooceeded  to  his  prstensiona,  or  anCheri^  in  his  govenunent  (the  Farrucka- 

and  to  the  imnaiiider  of  his  doannions.    The  bad  gevwnsmnt)  among  other  obmoua  eonsM, 

Mahrattaa  were  expelled  by  Sbaja  «1  Dowla,  it  may,  no  doubt,  be  owing,  that  the  country 

the  hMe  vizier,  who,  fniding  awant  of  the  aeiw  of  Famickabnd  is  become  on  mlmoti  aOin 

vieea  of  the  sen  and  snecessonr  of  Ahmed  «MMe,  vilhsnl  enlCtoolasner  imhabUanU;  that 

KfaAn,  called  Mooaflhr  Jung,  did  not  only  thecapitai,  which,  but  a  very  sborttimeago,  was 

gaaianty  him  ih  the  peasssaion  of  what  be  distiagnisbed  aa  one  of  the  mostiMpv^nu  and 

then  actually  held,  hut  engaged  to  restore  all  cjmUmt  oommerdal  cities  in  Hindostan,  at 

die  other  territories,  winch  had  been  occupied  present  exhibits  nothing  bmi  scenes  of  the  most 

bytiie  Mahrattas:  and  this  was  confirmed,  by  wretchsd  pofverty,  desolation,  and    misery; 

repeated  treaties  and  solemn  oaths  by  the  late  and  the  nabob  himself,  though  in  possessiiMi 

vizier  and  by  the  present ;  hot  neither  the  lato  of  a  tract  of  country,  which  with  only  godk 

nor  the  present  vizier  fulfilled  their  engage  men  care,  is  notorioasly  capable  of  yielding  aa 

meats,  or.  observed  their  oatfai ;  the  fbrmer  annual  revenue  of  between  thirty  and  forty 

having  withheld  what  he  stipulated  to  restore,  h«ks  (three  or  four  hundred  thousand  pounds) 

and  the  latter  not  only  subjecting  him  to  a  with  no  mihUay  tttabliduntnt  to  motntatn, 

trihuto,  instead  of  restoring  him  to  what  his  searm^  esmmondtiyr  tkt  means  of  ban  sa&- 

ftlherhndnnjustly  withheld,  but  having  BNde  siHenoe."    And  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

a  Ihrther  invasion  .by  depriving  him  of  fifteen  taking  into  coneideration  the  said  state  of  the 

of  his  districts,  levynig  the  tribute  of  the  country,  and  iu  prince,  and  that  the  latter  had 

vrhole  on  the  little  that  rsawined,  and  potting  vrffcrrad  JrogmHl  ssntpUatt  (which 
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ptunta  the  nid  Hiftingf  to  that  tima  did  not  «a  beftra  and  after,  the  mid.  HMtingi,  wk0 

la/  before  the  board,  as  his  dutj  required)  pretended  not  to  dare  to  reliaTetbeeeopprea»- 

'*  of  th9  hardtkipt  and  indignitutf  to  which  ed  by  the  nabob  of  Oyde,  did  aMRune  a  oom- 

he  is  subjected  by  the  conduct  of  the  aetauwil  plete  authority  orer  the  nid  nabob  liimaeU^ 

[sequestrator]  stationed  in  the  country  fer  the  and  did  dare  to  oppreaa  him. 
purpose  of  levying  the  annual  tribate,  which 

he  is  bound  by  treaty  to  pay  to  the  soubah  of  IV.— That  the  aecond  principle,  assumed 

Oude ;  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  do-  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  as  ground  for 

ctare  himself  "  extremely  deeirous,  as  well  Toluntarily  abandoning  the  protection  oTchoaa 

from  motives  of  common  /iistief ,  as  duo  regard  whom  he  had  before  midertaken  to  relieve,  en 

to  the  rank  xofdch  thai  tMitf  hUdo  among  tk$  the  oole  otrength  of  Am  oion  authority ,  and  in 

princes  ofJ^ndostant  of  affording  htm  relief."  fall  confidence  of  the  lawful  foundation  ther»- 

And  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  the  of,  and  for  delivering  over  the  persons  so  tak- 

means  of  the  said  relief,  did,  with  the  consent  en  into  |m)tectian,  under  &lse  names   and 

of  the  board,  order  the  said  native  sequestra-  pretended  descriptions,  to  known  oppression, 

tor  to  be  removed,  and  an  English  resident,  a  aMerting,  thai  the  reputation  of  the  company 

servant  of  the  company,  to  be  ^pointed  in  bis  was  saved  by  removing  this  apparent  partici- 

room,  declaring,  "  be  understood  a  local  intsr-  pation,  when  the  new,  as  well  as  the  old,  ar> 

forence  to  bo  indi^ionoably  weeessary  for  rea-  rangements  were  truly  and  substantially  acts 

fixing  the  vixier^s  just  demands."  of  Uie  British  government,  was  disingenuous, 

deceitful,  and  used  to  cover  unjusti&tble  de- 
m.— That  the  said  native  sequestrator  being  aigns,  since  the  said  Warren  Hastings  woll 
withdrawn,  and  a  resident  appointed,  no  com-  knew,  that  all  oppressions  exercised  by  the 
plaint  whatever  concerning  the  collection  of  nabob  of  Oude  were  solely,  and  in  this  in- 
the  revenue,  or  of  any  indignities  offered  to  stance  particularly,  uphekl  by  British  forae, 
the  prince  of  the  country,  or  oppression  of  and  were  imputed  to  this  nation ;  and  because 
his  subject*  by  the  said  resident,  was  made  to  he  himself,  in  not  more  than  three  days  after 
the  superiour  council  at  Galcatta ;  yet  the  the  execution  of  this  treaty,  and  in  virtno 
said  Warren  Hastings  did,  nevertheless,  in  a  thereof,  did  direct  the  British  resident  at 
certain  paper,  purporting  to  be  a  treaty  nuule  Oude  in  orders,  to  which  ho  rojtarod  hi$  moef 
atChanar  with  the  nabob  of  Oude,  on  the  19th  implieii  o6edtMoe,  "  that  the  ministers  (the 
of  September,  1781,  at  the  request  of  the  nabob  of  Oude's  ministers)  are  to  choose  aU 
saidnabob,  consent  to  an  article  therein,  "that  aumils  and  oollectws  of  revenue  with  your 
no  English  resident  be  appointed  to  Famickap  concurrence."  And  the  dishonour  to  the  corn- 
bad,  and  that  the  present  be  recalled ;"  and  pany  in  thus  deceitfully  concurring  ia  oppre»- 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  knowing  that  the  sion,  which  they  were  able  and  were  bcMmd  to 
nabob  of  Oude  was  ill  affocted  towards  the  prevent,  is  much  aggravated  by  the  said  War- 
said  nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  that  he  was  ren  Hastings's  receiving  from  the  person,  lo 
already  supposed  to  have  oppressed  him,  did  whose  oppression  he  had  delivered  the  said 
justify  his  conduct  on  the  principles,  and  in  prinoe,  as  a  privi^e  gift  or  donation  to  him- 
the  words  following :  "  that  if  the  nabob  Mo-  self,  and  for  his  own  use,  a  sum  of  mooej, 
zaffer  Jung  mutt  endure  oppression,  (ami  /  amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
dare  not  at  thi$  time  propote  hi*  total  rdief)  it  and  upwards,  which  might  give  just  ground 
concerns  the  reputation  of  our  government  to  of  suspicion,  that  the  said  gift  from  Uie  <^ 
remove  our  partieipatum  in  it."  And  the  said  preaeour  to  the  person  surrendering  the  per- 
Warren  Hastings  making,  recording,  and  act-  son  injured  to  his  mercy,  might  have  had 
ing  upon  the  first  of  the  said  fltlse  and  inho-  some  share  in  the  said  criminal  transaction, 
man  suppositions,  most  scandalous  to  this  na- 
tion, namely,  that  princes  paying  money  V. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 
wbiiily  for  the  use  of  the  company,  and  di-  (in  the  paper  justifying  the  said  surrei^r  of 
rectly  to  its  agent,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prince,  put  by  himself  under  the  protec- 
Britiah  troops,  by  whose  force  and  power  the  ti<»  of  the  East-India  company)  assert, 
said  revenue  was  in  ^ect  collected,  must  of  "  that  it  was  a  fact,  that  the  nabob  Muxzattor 
necessity  endure  oppression,  and  that  our  go-  Jung  (the  nabob  of  Farruckabad)  is  equallj 
f  emment  at  any  time  dare  not  propose  their  urgent  with  the  nabob  vizier  for  the  removaj 
total  relief,  was  an  high  offence  and  misde-  of  a  resident,"  without  producii)g,  as  ho 
meanoor  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  ought  to  have  done,  any  document  to  prove 
the  rather,  becaofo  in  the  said  treaty,  as  well  his  improbable  aasertion,  namely,  his  assertion 
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iMt  tfaa  B|iyi'iiMd  priBM  did  anoly  to  hn  Mnmk  of  the  wwnpwiy,  (andaothiai 

faMma  eofloij  md  oppreMooTi  Um  nabob  of  to  abow  him  otbwrwiM)  to  a  judicial  ofioe  of 

OaJo,  (who,  if  bo  wouU,  waa  nel  able  to  re-  high  tniat;   tborebj  tabiaf  away  all  cradiC 

Hove  hiaa  afainat  the  will  of  the  Engtiah  go-  firom  any  groanda  aaaerted  or  inaimiateH  bj 

vemmeot^  rather  than  to  that  Engiiab  govenft*  the  aaid  Hastioga  for  delivering  the  nid  nabob 

■lent,  which  be  aawt  have  coDoeived  to  be  of  Famickabad  tothe  band  of  a  known  enony 


impartial,  to  wbkb  be  had  made  bia  and  oppraaaowr,  who  bad  already,  contrary  to 

IbiBacv  complaiBt,  and  vAieb  waa  alone  alile  to  repeated  traatiee,  deprived  him  <^  a  large  part 

lelieve  bim.  of  bia  lerritoriee. 

VI — liMt  the  aaid  WaneK  Haatinp,  in        VII.— That  on  the  aaid  Wsrran  Haatingi'a 

tfie eaiid  writiagy  did  furtbareonvey  an  inaina-  repreaentation  of  Ibe  trantaotion  aibretaid  to 


alioB  of  an  amMgoomt,  but  on  any  oonatrue-  the  court  of  direclora,  tb^  did  heavily  and 

tien,  of  a  onapkaoaa  and  dangerooe  import ;  joetly  ceaaure  the  aaid  Warren  Haatinga  fiw 

VB. ''  it  ia  n  &et,  that  Mr.  Sneeze  (the  reei-  the  aame,  and  did  convey  tfaeircenaure  to  bimf 

dwt'e)  amberity  over  the  territory  of  Far-  reoommending  relief  to  the  eufflaring  prince^ 

mebabad  ia  in  ilaeif  aa  much  aobveraive  of  bat  without  any  order  for  aending  a  new  reai- 

this  {df  tbt  koKfid  f^dsn)  aa  that  of  th4  vi«  dent ;  being,  aa  it  any  be  aappcwed,  prevent* 

lior'a  aomil  (collector)  ever  waa,  and  ia  dw  ed  from  taking  that  atep  by  tjie  fmth  of  the 

BMre  flfipreMise,  aa  the  power  froin  whence  it  treaty  made  at  Cbunar. 
it  derivvid  ia  greater."    The  aaid  aaaertion 

praeaeda  ftmn  a  auppoeitton  of  tfae  iliegaiity  YIII.— That  all  the  oppreaaioaa  foraeaoi 

beib  of  the  nabob^a  and  the  oompnny*a  govern-  by  bim  the  aaid  Warren  Haatmga,  when  be 

ment ;  all  ooaeidetntion  of  the  tilU  to  amhority  madetbeartieleaibrBBaidin  thetrenty  ofChiH 

being  therefore,  on  that  auppoaition,  pat  out  nar,  did  actually  happen ;  for,  immediately  m 

of  dbe  qoeatien,  and  the  whole  taming  only  the  removal  of  the  Britiah  reaident,  tfae  eooa* 

ipoa  the  wtwiM  of  authority,  the  aaid  Haat-  try  of  Farrucfcabad  waa  aubjeeted  to  the  di»i 

■g's  anggeataoB,  that  the  oppresaioB  of  g^  cretion  of  a  certain  native  manager  of  reve- 

earmaent  moat  be  in  proportion  to  ita  power,  mm,  called  Almaa  Ali  Kfa&n,  ii4u>  did  im« 

ii  the  reaalt  of  a  fclae  and  daageroai  prmci-  poveriafa  and  eppren  the  country,  and  inanit 

pla,  and  aucb  aa  it  ie  criminal  for  any  peraoa  the  prince,  and  did  deprive  him  of  all  aufaais- 

enlruated  with  the  livea  and  fertunea  of  men,  tence  from  bia  own  eatatea ;  taking  from  him 

to  entertain,  mncb  more  pablieiy  to  proAea  aa  even  bia  gardena,  and  the  toadio  of  bia  anoaa- 

t  rale  of  aotien,  aa  the  aame  hath  a  direct  tore,  and  the  funda  for -maintaining  the  aaaw. 
tariencj  to  make  the  new  and  powerful  go* 

vemment  of  thia  kingdom  ia  IncKa  dreadAil  to  IX.— That,  on  conqilaiatof  thoae  proceed* 

the  nativea,  and  odioua  to  the  world.    But  if  iuga,  the  aaid  Haatiage  did,  of  hia  own  an* 

Iba  eaid  Warren  Haitinga  did  aaean  therdl>y  tbority,  and  withoot  oomeumiGating  with  bia 

indirectly  to  inainnale,  that  oppraaaiona  had  ouuncU,  direct  the  native  collector  aforeaaid  ta 

been  actually  eaarciaed  onder  tho  Britiah  aa-  be  removed,  and  the  territory  of  Farruckahad 

lberity,hewaBboaad  to  inquire  into  theae  op-  to  be  ItA  to  the  aole  managemem  of  ite  nata- 

preeaioae,  and  to  animadvert  on  tne  peraoa  ml  prince.    But  in  a  abort  time  the  aaid 

gniky  of  die  aame,  if  proof  thereof  eooid  be  Haitinga,  pretending  to  receive  many  com- 

had ;  and  the  more,  aa  the  authority  waa  given  plainta,  parportingt&t  the  tribute  to  the  na- 

by  Aimeiy,  and  the  peraonexeraiaing  it  waa  by  bob  remained  wholly  mipaid,  and  the  agent  to 

bimaelf  alee  naamd.    And  the  aaid  Warren  the  prinoe  of  Farruckahad  at  the  preaidency, 

Haatinga  dkl  on  another  occaaion  aaaert,  t..%t  and  afterwarda  chief  manager  to  the  prince 

**  whether  they  were  well  or  ill  founded,  he  aforeaaid,  having,  aa  the  mid  Warren  Haat- 

never  had  an  opportunity  to  aacertain."    Bat  inga  aaith,  «  had  the  inaolenee  to  propagate  a 

it  ia  not  trae,  that  the  aaid  Haatinga  did  or  report  that  the  in/er/enmee,  to  which  hia  maa- 

eeaU  want  aacboppertunity ;  the  fact  being,  tor  owed  the  power  he  then  enjoyed,  waa  par* 

that  the  aaid    Warren  Haatinga  did  never  tkmtd  through  him,"  he  the  taid  Haatmga  did 

canee  any  inquiry  to  be  made  into  any  aop-  again  (but,  aa  before,  without  the  counol) 

poeed  aboaea,  dming  tfae  eaid  reeideacy,  but  **  withdraw  hia  protection  and  interference  al« 

did  give  a  pearion  of  fifteen  hundred  pooada  a  togetber"  on  or  about  the  month  of  Augoat, 

?ear  to^the  aaid  late  reaideat,  as  a  compenaa-  178S,  and  did  aignify  Ua  reaolution,  throngb 

lion  to  him  for  aa  injury  received,  and  did  af^  the  resident  MicUleton,  to  the  nabob  vbier. 

arwarda  pronwte  the  reaideat,  as  a  foithfiil  But  Ibe  aaid  Haatinga  anerta  *<  that  the  eo»> 
Vol..  IIL— 11.                                         H 


164  ABTICLEB  OF  OKARGE 

■eqaanea  of  thb  his  own  laeoiMi  derelietion  of  cvivcd,  added  to  Iho  emwid&om.  Ihmt  LONO 

the  prince  of 'Famickabed  wu  an  aggraoattd  SINCE  eoterUined  of  tk$  neeeuitjf  of  miek 

nniwal  of  tko  oevontioo  exercised  against  his  on tgjipoimtmtmt  for  thopmorvaHon  y  omrnm» 

gove/nmeot,  and  the  re-«ppointment  of  a  so-  tiotuU  erodit,  and  the  means  of  rescuing  an  an* 

nwali,  with  powers  delegated  or  assumed,  to  eient  and  respectable  fiunily  from  ruin." 

the  utter  oatinetioH  of  the  rights  of  Muzuffer  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  at  length 

Jung,  and  actually  depriving  him  of  the  means  perform  what  he  thought  had  Ung  oimee  been 

of  sabsisteooe.*'    And  the  said  Hastings  did  necessary,  and  in  conlradiaioa  lo  his  cngsf^ 

receire,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1783,  from  mcnts  with  tho  uabi>b  lo  (hb  treaty  of  Chunar; 

the  prince  aforesaid,  a  bitter  complaint  of  the  ao  J  again^  his  tiroiig  remoastrances,  urging 

same  to  the  following  tenour :  his  hmnlliatioA  from  this  measure,  and  the 

'<  The  miseries  which  have  fallen  upon  my  faith  of  t)ie  agreement,  and  against  his  own 
country,  and  the  poverty  and  distress  whiJi  fonner  declaration,  that  it  concerned  the  repu- 
have  been  heaped  upon  me  by  the  re-appoini-  lation  of  our  government  to  remove  our  pai^ 
■ent  of  the  sezawall  are  such,  that  a  relalioa  ticipaiion  in  the  oppressions,  which  ha,  tho 
of  them  would,  I  am  convinced,  excite  the  said  Hastings,  supposed  the  prince  of  Far* 
strongest  feelings  of  compassion  in  your  ruckabad  must  undergo,  did  once  more  rocon>« 
breast.  But  it  is  impossible  to  relate  them ;  mend  to  the  council  a  British  resident  at  Far- 
on  one  side,  my  country  ruined,  and  uncul-  ruckabad,  and  the  withdrawing  the  native  ac- 
tivated, to  a  degree  of  desolation  which  ex-  zawall ;  no  course  being  left  to  the  said  Hast- 
ceeds  all  description ;  on  the  other,  my  do-  ings  to  take,  which  was  not  a  viohtlion  of 
mestic  concerns  and  connections  involved  in  some  engagement,  and  a  contradiction  to  soma 
tuck  a  atate  of  diotreot  and  harrour,  that  even  principle  of  justice  and  policy  by  him  delib^ 
tho  rdauon^,  tho  ehUdron^  and  tho  vivooof  mjf  rately  advanced,  and  entered  on  record. 
/athor,  aro  otarving  in  want  of  daiiy  breads  That  Mr.  Willea  being  appointed  resident, 
and  aro  on  tho  point  af  flying  vobaUary  txHa  and  having  arrived  at  Farnickabad  on  the  i5th 
from  their  country  ^  and  from  oadt  other.**  of  February,  1784,  with  instructions  to  inquim 

But  although  tlie  said  Hastings  did,  on  the  minutely  into  the  state  of  the  country  and  thn 
16th  of  February,  receive  and  admit  the  jus-  rulmg  family,  he,  the  said  resident  Willes,  in 
tioe  of  the  said  complaint,  and  did  not  deny  obedience  thereto,  did  fully  explain  to  him,  the 
the  urgent  necessity  of  redress,  the  said  let-  ffovemour-general,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
ter  containing  the  following  sentence :  "  if  (be  being  then  out  of  the  company's  provin- 
there  should  by  any  dday  in  your  acceptance  ces,  at  Lucknow,  on  a  delegation,  which  ro- 
of this  proposal,  a^oaciatenco  and  the  oaioteneo  spected  this  very  country  as  part  of  the  de- 
iff  my  family  will  become  difieuU  and  dotdUful:^  pendencies  of  Oude)  the  situation  of  the  pro- 
and  althou^  he  did  admit  the  interference  to  vince  of  Farnickabad ;  but  the  said  Warren 
be  the  more  urgently  demanded,  "  as  the  ser-  Hastings  did  not  take  or  recommend  any  men^ 
vices  of  the  English  troops  have  been  added  sure  whatsoever  for  iLe  relief  thereof  in  oon- 
lo  enforce  the  authority  of  the  sezawall,''  and  sequence  of  the  said  representation ;  nor  even 
although  he  admits  also,  that  even  before  that  communicate  to  tho  council^eneral  the  said 
time  similar  complaints  and  applications  hadf  representaliim ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  28th 
been  made,  yet  he  did  withhold  the  said  letter  of  June,  1783,  that  is,  sixteen  months  from 
of  complaint,  a  minute  of  which  he  asserts  he  the  arrival  of  the  resident  at  his  station,  that 
had,  at  or  id>oot  that  time,  prepared  for  the  re-  any  thing  was  laid  before  tiie  board  relative 
lief  of -the  sufferer,  from  the  board  of  council,  to  the  regulation  or  relief  of  tho  distressed 
and  did  not  so  much  as  propose  any  thing  r»*  country  aforesaid,  and  that,  not  from  the  Said 
J^tive  to  the  same  for  seven  mcmths  afler,  vis.  Warren  Hastings,  but  from  other  members  of 
antil  the  6th  of  October,  1783  ;  the  said  letter  the  council ;  which  purposed  neglect  of  duty, 
and  minute  being,  as  he  asserts,  "  withheld,  joined  to  the  preceding  wilful  delay  of  sevea 
from  caiues  iio<  necooaary  to  montionj  from  months  in- proposing  the  said  relief  originally, 
presentation."  By  which  means  the  said  caused  near  two  years  delay.  And  the  said 
country  and  prince  did  suffer  a  long  continu-  Warren  Hastings  is,  further  culpable  in  not 
tncs  of  unnecessary  hardship,  from  which  the  communicating  to  the  council  board  the  order, 
said  Hastings  confessed  it  was  his  duty  to  re-  which  he  had,  of  his  own  authority,  and  with- 
lieve  them,  and  that  a  British  resident  was  out  any  powers  from  them,  given  to  the  said 
necessary  at  Farnickabad  "  from  a  sense  ot  resident  Willes,  and  did  tiwreby  prevent  them 
submission  to  the  impUod  orders  oi  the  court  from  taking  such  steps  as  might  counteract  tba 
of  directors,  in  their  letter  of  1783,  lately  r»«  ill  ^ects  of  the  said  order ;  which  order  pur- 
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ported  that  the  aaid  Wiilet  was  not  to  intei^  him  fron  m  miniitar  of  the  ooaipear,  depen* 

Are  with    the   nabob  of  Farruckabad't  go^  dant  on  the  gorernour-general  in  council,  to  a 

venunent,  lor  the  regulation  of  which  he  wat  dependant  upon  an  unresponsible  power ;  in 

in  effect  appointed  to  the  residency ;  declaring  thu  also  acting  without  the  council,  and  by 

■■  follows :  I  rely  much  on  your  moderation  his  own  usurped  authority :  and  accoidingly 

and  good  judgment,  which  I  hope  will  enable  the  resident  did  declare  in  his  letter  of  the 

you  to  regulate  your  conduct  towards  the  ni^  S4th  of  April,  1786,  **  that  the  situation  of 

lob  and  his  $ervmt$  in  such  a  manner,  that,  the  country  was  more  distressful  than  when 

wiUnmt  interfering  in  the  §aieeutive  part  qf  ktM  be  (the  prince  of  Farruckabad)  addressed  him- 

foeenuweiU,  you  may  render  him  essential  self  for  relief  in  178S,  and  that  he  was  sorry 

•anrioe  by  jroKToovna/aaii  advice."  And  this  to  say,  that  his  appointment  at  Pamickabad 

fsslrictiafi  the   said  Hastings    did   impose,  was  of  no  use."    That  though  the  old  tribute 

which  totally  frustrated  the  purpose  of  the  r^  oould  not  be  paid,  owing  to  &mine,  and  other 

tident's  mission,  though  be  well  knew,  and  causesi  it  was  increased  by  a  new  impoeition, 

had  frequently  stated,  the  extreme  imbecility  makfaog  the  whole  equal  the  entire  grom  pr«H 

and  weakness  of  the  said  nabob  of  Farrucka-  dues  of  the  revenue ;  and  therefore  there  will 

bad,  and  bis  subjection  to  unworthy  senrants.  not  be  **  anjf  thing  for  tha  auUittenet  of  tJbs 

And  in  the  minute  of  consultation,  upon  which  110606  tmd  fmnifyj**    And  the  uncles  of  the 

hs  founded  the  appointment,  he  did  state  the  said  nabob  of  Farruckabad,  the  brethren  of  the 

Bsbob  of  Farruckabad  "  as  a  weak  and  unex*  late  Ahmed  KhAn  (who  had  rendered  import* 

perienced  young  man,  who  had  abandoned  him-  ant  serrices  to  the  company)  and  their  chil> 

lelf  entirely  to  the  discretion  of  his  servants ;  dren,  in  a  petition  to  the  resident,  represented, 

and  the  restoration  <^  his  independence  was  that  toon  after  the  succession  of  Mousaffer 

Allowed  by  a  total  breach  of  the  engagements  Jung  **  their  misery  commenoed.    The  jag^ 

be  bad  promised  to  fulfil,  attended  by  pointsd  hires,  (lands  and  estates,)  on  which  they  sidK 

instanoes  of  contumacy  and  disrespect."  And  sisted,    were  disallowea.    Our   distress  is 

in  the  said  minute  the  said  Hastings  adds  (as  great,    we    have  neither  clothes   n<Mr  food, 

before  menUoned)  his  principal  servant  and  Though  we  felt  hurt  at  the  idea  of  explaining 

manager  had  propagated  a  report,  that  the  our  situation,  yet,  oouki  we  have  found  a  mode 

**  infer/erence,  (namely  his  the  mid  Hastings's  of  conveyance,  we  wouU  have  proceeded  to 

interference)  to  whidk  his  master  owed  the  Calcutta  fln-  redress.    The  scarcity  of  grain 

power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  purchased  by  this  season  is  an  additional  misfortune.  With 

bira,"  the  principal  servant  aforesaid ;  yet  he,  difficult  we  support  life.    From  your  pre- 

tfae  said  Hastings,  who  had  assigned  on  record  sence  without  the  provinces  we  expect  relieC 

the  character  of  the  said  nabob,  and  the  con-  It  is  not  the  custom  of  the  company  to  deprive 

duct  of  his  servants,  and  the  aforesaid  report  the  zemindars  and  jaghiredars  of  the  means 

of  his  principal  servant,  so  highly  dishonour-  of  subsistence.    To  your  justice  we  look 

able  to  him  the  said  Hastings,  as  reasons  for  up." 

'taking  away  the  independency  of  the  nabob  of  This  being  the  situation  of  the  person  and 
Farruckabad,  and  the  subjectinc  him  to  the  family  of  the  nabob  of  Farruckabad  and  hia 
oppression  of  the  nabob  of  Oudrs  officer,  Al-  nearest  relations,  the  state  of  country  and  ita 
mar  Ali,  did  again  establish  the  pretended  in-  capital,  prevented  from  all  relief  by  the  said 
dependence  of  the  said  prince  of  Farruckabad,  Warren  Hastings,  is  deecribed,  in  the  follow- 
aad  the  real  independence  of  his  corrupt  and  words,  by  the  resident  Willes  : 
perfidious  servants,  not  against  the  nabob  of  "  Almas  Ali  has  taken  the  pergunnah  of 
Oude,  but  against  a  British  resident  appointed  Marara  at  a  very  inadequate  rent,  uxl  his  au- 
by  himself  ("  as  a  character  eminently  qualified  mils  have  seized  many  adjacent  villages ;  the 
for  such  a  charge*)  for  the  correction  of  those  pereunnahs  of  Cocotmow  and  Sooje  are  coo- 
evils,  and  for  rendering  the  prince  aforesaid  stantly  plundered  by  his  people.  The  coUeo 
an  usefiil  ally  to  the  company,  and  restoring  tion  of  the  gauts  near  Futty  Ghur  has  been 
lus  dominions  to  order  and  plenty.  seized  by  the  vizier's  cutwal,  and  the  zemin- 
That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  only  disable  dars  in^four  pergunnahs  are  so  retractory  as  to 
the  resident  at  Farruckabad  by  his  said  prohi-  have  fortified  themselves  in  their  gutries,  and 
hilary  letter,  but  did  render  his  very  remaining  to  refuse  all  payments  of  revenue.  This  is 
nt  all  in  that  station  perfectly  precarious  by  a  the  state  of  the  pergunnahs ;  and  Farructut' 
subsequent  letter,  rendering  him  liable  to  dis-  6od,  uthieh  wat  onet  tht  ttat  of  great  cpuieneo 
nission  by  the  vizier-^ereby  changing  the  and  tradtf  is  now  daily  denrted  by  ita  inhabit 
of  the  resident's  office,  and  dianging  amU  ,*  ito  walU  mmddaing  away,  withamt  fOm 
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Uctf  wiAomipnUdhn;  mpnmi  to  tkt  depre^  other  piirpote  than  tboM  of  vengeance  and 

daiionM  of  a  bamditti  of  heo  or  thr«0  hmutred  corruption.'* 

ro66«r«)  who,  night  tjfUr  nighi,  enter  it  for        That  the  said  Warren  Haitings  did  declare 

fbtnder,  murderimg  all  idAo  oppote  them.   Tho  to  the  Qpurt  of  directors,  that  in  his  opinioa 

rmn  that  hoM  overtaken  thte  eotmfiry  is  not  to  be  the  mode  of  relief  moat  effectual,  and  moat 

woiuiered  at,  when  it  u  eonaidered  that  there  lenient  with  regard  to  Farruckabad,  would  be 

ftos  been  no  atabU  government  for  manyytare,  to  nominate  one  of  the  family  of  the  prince 

There  has  been  the  nabob  rizier's  authority,  to  auperintend  his  affairs,  and  to  secure  the 

his  ministera,  the  residents  at  Lucknow,  the  payments ;  but  this  plan,  which  appears  to  be 

awawalls,  the  camp  authority,  the  nabob  Mo-  most  connected  with  the  righta  of  the  ruling 

suffer  Jung's,  and  thai  of  twenty  dewana  or  family,  whilst  it  provides  against  the  imbeci- 

wlTiserB.    No  aotfaori^  aufficienity  predomi-  lity  of  the  natural  lord,  and  is  free  from  his 

■ant  to  eat^iUahany  regulatioas  for  the  benefit  objection  to  a  resident,  is  the  only  one  which 

«f  the  country,  whilst  each  authority  bad  been  die  said  Hastings  never  has  executed,  or  even 

•xertad,  a»  opportunity  offered,  for  temporary  proposed  to  execute, 
purpoaea."  That  the  said  Hastings,  by  the  agreementi 

<*  Such  being  the  preaeut  iopl&raiU  ilate  of  aforesaid,  has  lefl  the  company  in  such  an  al« 

Farrackahad  ud  its  districts,  in  the  enanSng  temative,  that  they  can  neither  relieve  the 

year  it  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  revenue,  it  said  prince  oT  Farruckabad  from  oppresaicn 

•ome  regvlationa  equal  to  the  engeacy  be  not  without  a  breach  of  the  engagemenu  entered 

adopted.    The  whole  country  will  be  divided  into  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  with  the  nabob 

between  the  neighbouring  powerful  aumilf,  vizier,  in  the  name  of  the  company,  nor  suffei 

the  refractory  semindara,  and  banditti  of  roln  him  to  remain  under  the  said  oppression  wltb- 

bers ;  and  the  patana,  who  might  be  maHe  out  violating  all  faith,  and  all  the  rules  of  Jua- 

naeful  aubjecU  will  fly  fk'om  the  scene  of  an-  lice  with  regard  to  him.    And  the  said  Hast*> 

•rchy.    The  crisia  appears  now  come,  that  ings  hath  directly  made  or  authorized  no  leaf 

either  aome  plan  of  government  should  be  r^  than  six  revolutions  in  leas  than  five  years  in 

■olved  en,  80  aa  to  tbrm  &ithfiil  inbjecta  en  the  aforesaid  harassed  province ;  by  which 

«be  fivnlier,  or  the  country  be  given  op  to  ita  frequent  and  rapid  changes  of  government,  all 

kXo ;  and  if  it  be  abandoned,  there  can  be  lit-  of  them  made  in  contradiction  to  all  hia  own 

tie  doubt  but  that  the  Mahrattas  will  gladly  declared  motives  and  reasons  for  the  several 

neize  on  a  station  ao  favourable  to  incursions  acts  successively  done  and  undone  in  this 

into  the  vizier's  dominions,  will  attach  to  their  transaction,  the  distresses  of  the  country,  and 

interest  the  Hindoo  zemindars,  and  possess  the  disorders  in  its  administration,  have  bees 

Ihemaelvea  of  forta,  which  with  little  ezpenae  highly  aggravated ;  and  in  the  said  irregular 

made  formidable,  would  give  employment  per-  proceisdings,  and  in  the  groes  and  complicated 

bapa  to  the  whole  of  our  force,  riioukl  it  be  violations  of  faith  with  all  parties,  the  said 

ever  neceaaary  to  recover  them.*'  Hastings  is  guilty  of  high  crimes  and  misdo- 

That  the  council  at  Calcutta,  on  the  repre-  meanours. 
aentktion  aforesaid,  made  by  Uie  resident  at 

Farmckabad,  did  propose  and  record  a  plan  m^^— 

for  the  better  government  of  the  said  cotmtry, 

but  did  delay  the  ezecutiob  of  the  same,  until        tx.  Dssnucnon  or  tkb  raiah  or 
the  arrangements  made  by  the  said  Hastings  sabloztx. 

'Ivith  the  noble  vizier  should  be  known ;  but 


the  said  Hastings,  as  ftr  as  ia  him  lay,  did  en-  I.— That  the  late  nabob  of  Oude,  Shujn 

itrely  set  aside  any  plan  that  couM  be  formed  ul  Dowla,  did  (on  what  reaaons  of  policy,  or 

for  that  purpose  upon  thebaais  of  a  British  re-  pretences  of  justice,  is  unknown)  disposseaa 

aidant  at  Farmckabad,  by  engaging  with  the  a  certain  native  person  of  distinction,  or  emi- 

aaid  nabob  vizier,  that  no  British  influence  nent  rajah,  residing  in  the  country  of  Sahlone, 

ahall  be  employed  within  hia  dominions,  and  "the  lineal  deacendent  of  the  moat  powerful 

be  has  engaged  to  that  prince  not  to  abandon  Hindoo  family  in  that  part  of  Hindostan,**  of 

bhn  to  any  other  mode  of  relation ,  and  he  hia  patrimonial  esUte ;   and  conferred    tha 

bas  informed  the  court  of  directors,  that  the  same,  or  part  of  the  same,  on  his  (the  nabob's 

territoriea  of  the  nabob  of  Oude  will  bo  ruin-  mother,  as  a  jaghire  [or  estate]  for  the  term 

ed,  if  reaidenu  are  sent  into  them,  obaervmg,  of  her  life ;  and  the  mother  of  the  nabob,  in 

that  "  residents  never  will  be  sent  for  any  order  to  quiet  the  country,  and  to  satisfy,  ia 
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,tht|irianp^aiidellMrBliiU.  pwtatum  hw  dolr  k  mtorinf  Iha  tnafoltt^ 

bbU,  did  allow  tad  paj  a  cflrtaia  paoaion  to  of  tba  oouatry,  and  ui  relicviag  tha  hoaovr  i 

tba  said  rajah ;  which  panaioo,  on  iha  genaral  Iha  EngUih  coTarnmont,  did  aboohitoly  i«> 

wnlhration  oT  ja^ires  (nade  at  tha  imti^n-  quires  But,  instead  of  making  such  |iroTiaion» 

tion  of  the  said  Wanan  Hastings,)  and  bj  a  price  was  set  opon  hia  bead;  and  sevanl 

the  letting  of  lands  so  confiscated  to  Ismora  bodiea  of  British  troops  bang  eMplojed  to 


at  rack-reau,  was  discontinued,  and  lefosed  pwaue  hiaa,  after  aany  Aip—UK^  «^  Bineh 

lobe  paid ;  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  said  bloodshed,  and  nuitnal  wasU  of  the  eouitrx, 

pensien, "  on  aooooat  of  the  personal  raepect  the  said  r^}ah,  honoured  and  inspected  hj  the 

borne  to  the  rajah  (aa  oonnedions  with  him  nntivca,  was  baited  down,  and  at  Isngih  killed 

ars  sought  Ibr,  and  thought  to  eonftr  honour)*  k  a  thicket, 
did  cansp  an  uniTorsal  dieeontent,  and  violfliit 

in  the  district  of  Sahlone,  and  

parts  of  the  province  of  Oude,  with 


great  consequent  effusion  of  blood,  and  inters  to*  OMnmAOTf. 

nption,  if  not  total  discontinuance,  to  tha 

aollection  of  the  revenues  in  thoee  porta,  other        Tbat  tha  court  of  directon  of  the 

than  as  the  aune  was  irrefolarly,  and  with  Indin  company  had  laid  down  the  fellowing 

9«at  damage  to  the  country,  enlbeead^Bri.  fandemwnnl  rulea  Ibr  iha  candnet  of  aoch  ef 

tieh  troops.  the  company's  bneinsBi  in  Bengal,  as  could 

ha  porfoimed  by  oontmot ;  and  had  repealedly 

II.— That  Mr.  Lumadaine,  the  officer  e».  and  strictly  onlcted  tha  govemonr  ami  council 

ployed  to  reduce  thoee  disewisred  parte  of  tha  of  Fort  William  to  obeerve  tbeeo  rulea  {  vif. 

previnee  to  sohmiasion,  after  sevenl  advnn.  that  all  contrMto  shouU  be  publicly  advertin* 

tagas  gnined  over  the  iBJahaad  his  ndbsrenia,  ed,  and  the  mart  reasonabJo  proposal  noospi* 

and  eupoUing  him  from  the  country,  did  ro-  ed ;  that  the  contmeta  of  provisions,  and  kt 

fraeent  the  utter  ampoesibility  of  bringing  it  loraiabing  draught  and  carriage  bullocks  tm 

to  a  permanent  settlemMt  "•  mofly  by  feicft-  the  army  should  be  ounne/,*  and  that  they 

We  methodi;  as  in  any  of  Ua  (the  njtiifB)  should  not  fiul  to  advertise  for  and  reesivu 

meursioas,  it  would  not  be  neoeaaary  to  bring  propoeals  for  those  contracts  eony  yesr. 
oven  a  force  with  him,  as  the  fomindarsfland.        That  the  said  Wamn  Hwtiais,  in  direct 

ad  proprietors  and  freeholders]  are  much  at*  disohedienco  to  the  said  poaitive  osdess,  and| 

taehed  to  the  mjah,  wfasm  they  considsr  aa  as  the  directors  theamelvai  say,  ly  a  amet  d^ 

their  hereditary  prince,  and  never  foU  to  aasiflt  li6eraCe  ftreodk  qf  Ait  <iu^,  did,  in  September, 

him ;  and  that  his  rebellion  agninrt  govern-  1777,  accept  of  prapoeala  effered  by  £meal 

■Mut  is  not  looked  on  as  a  crime  :'*  and  Mr«  Alexander  Johnson  for  providing  dnogbt  aid 

y  BMidsian  JFrlinril  it  **n  bis  rlrar  frpmitm^  carnage  bullocks,  and  for  victualling  the  Euro* 

that  iho  allowing  the  said  rajah  a  pensien,  peana,  without  advertising  for  prepoeab,  as  ha 

snitsbliriir  hit  rank  iiH  inJiiTarr  ia  ihtTvvn^Tji  wasaipreeel^conunandedtodo,  andoitendsd 

would  be  the  nwrt  certain  BMide  of  nbfaining  the  oontmet  for  fkree  years,  whkh  was  poai- 

a  permanent  peace;"  alleging,  among  other  CO-  lively  uidmed  to  be  ounne/;  end,  notwith* 

geat  rwaeeui,  "  that  the  oxpoMo  of  the  force  standing  that  extension  of  the  period,  whidi 

•eeeeeary  to  be  employed  to  sobdne  ihecoun>  ougfat  at  leart  to  have  been  rompeniated  by 

try,  might  be  spered  and  employed  elsewhere ;  soma  advantage  to  the  oompany  in  the  condn 

and  that  the  people  wouU  return  to  their  vil*  lions,  did  conclude  the  said 

with  their  cattle  and  eilbcta,  aad  ef  Urwu  Urn  mivamiagmma  fihon  ihrymioiWBy  < 

rvemment  have  soum  security  for  the  tmet^  ami  Atr^fonmtA  en  iJbe  lemeel  UrmB  ^ 

whereas  at  prmsut  they  have  none  ;*  otrMt  .'^-tbat  the  said  Warren  Hasringi, 

and  the  lupi mentation  containing  that  prudent  defianre  of  the  judgment  and  lawfiil  oidon  of 

Mid  lii|iriifii  eooneil,  given  hf  a  military  his  superioura,  which  in  tins  case  left  him  no 

man  of  undoobied  information,  and  perfort  ea«  option,  declarad,  that  Ae  diny^eeunl  ^pmk- 

perinwe  in  the  local  ciicumstanem  of  the  Hakimg  /er  jwntyemfi,  nod  tkol  libe<en<FUi<  w^ 

oeuntry,  was  transmitted   by    the   resident  •redaced  fee  Ism  afrvm^.' thereby  pvowingfaia»« 

Brietow  to  the  said  Warren  Hastinge»  who  self  the  advocate  of  the  contractor, 

dU  wiUuUy  and  criminally  omit  to  order  any  whom,  as  repreaentative  of  the  nsmpeny, 

relief  to  the  aaid  raiab  in  conformity  to  the  guardian  of  their  interest,  bs  properly 

fsnetal  aenae  and  wishm  of  the  inhibifBntt}  party,  and  pi tifoi i iag  the ndvantago of  ttis  oen 
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«mp}oj«ri  >-|]iti  tSo  eourt  of  dirMton  of  (ha  preoedented,  and  evidently  alMiird,  could  !«▼« 
Bastrlndia  company,  haying  carefully  consi-  no  real  object  but  to  enrich  the  contractor  at 
dered  the  eircunuitancea  and  tendency  of  this  the  company's  expense ;  since  eith^  the  sor- 
traasaction,  condemned  it  in  the  strangest  rice  was  not  dangerous,  and  then  the  esiablish- 
terms,  declaring,  that  they  would  not  permit  ment  was  totally  unnecessary,  or,  if  it  was  a 
the  contract  to  be  continued,  and  that,  "  if  dangerous  service,  it  was  evidently  the  into- 
the  contractor  should  think  himself  aggrieved,  rest  of  tlio  contractor  to  avoid  such  danger, 
and  take  measures  in  consequence,  by  which  the  and  not  to  Imzard  the  loss  of  his  ship  or  men, 
company  became  involved  in  loss  or  damage,  which  mtist  be  replaced  at  his  own  expense ; 
they  should  ceruinly  hold  the  majority  of  and  therefore  that  an  active  and  faithful  dis- 
the  council  responsible  for  such  loss  or  damage,  charge  of  the  contractor's  duty  was  incompa* 
and  proceed  against  them  accordingly." — That  'tible  with  his  interest, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  or^  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  further 
deni,  which,  the  directors  say,  were  ptaiu  and  defiance  of  the  company's  orders,  and  in  breach 
unequitocal,  did,  in  January,  1777,  receive  of  the  established  rule  of  their  service,  did,  in 
firom  George  Templer,  a  proposal,  essentially  the  year  1777..  conclude  a  contract  with  the 
different  firom  the  advertisement  published  by  master  and  deputy-master  attendant  of  the 
the  govemour-general  and  council  for  receiv-  company's  marine  or  pilot  service  for  supply- 
ing proposals  for  feeding  the  company's  elo-  ing  the  said  marine  with  naval  stores,  and  ex»- 
phants,  and  did  accept  tlwreofj  not  only  witln  cuting  the  said  service  for  the  term  of  two 
oat  having  recourse  to  the  proper  means  for  years,  and  without  advertising  for  proposals ; 
Mcertaining  whether  the  said  proposal  was  that  tlie  use  and  expenditure  of  such  stores, 
the  lowert  that  couM  be  oflTered,  but  with  an-  and  the  direction  of  the  pilot  vessels,  aro  un- 
other  actually  before  the  board,  nearly  90  per  der  the  management,  and  at  the  dispositioa  oi 
cent,  lower  than  that  made  by  the  said  George  the  master-attendant  by  virtue  of  his  office : 
Templer,  to  whom  Uie  said  Warren  Hastings  that  he  is  oflScially  the  proper  and  regular 
granted  a  contract,  in  the  tenns  proposed  by  check  upon  the  person  who  fiimisbes  the  stores, 
the  said  Templer,  for  three  years,  and  did  af-  and  bound  by  his  doty  to  uke  care  that  all 
terwards  extend  the  same  to  five  years,  with  contracts  for  furnishing  such  stores  are  duly 
new  and  distinct  conditions  accepted  by  the  and  &ithfully  executed :  that  the  said  Warren 
•aid  Warren  Hastings,  without  advertising  Hastings,  by  uniting  the  supply  and  the  check 
for  fi-esh  proposals,  by  which  the  company  in  the  same  hands,  did  not  only  disobey  the 
were  very  considerable  losers  :•— on  all  which  company's  specific  orders,  and  violate  the  fim- 
the  court  of  directors  declared,  "that  this  damental  rules  and  practice  of  the  service, 
waste  of  their  property  could  not  be  permitted ;  but  did  overset  the  only  just  and  rational  prin- 
that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  had  dia-  ciple,  on  which  this,  and  every  other  service 
regarded  their  authority,  and  disobeyed  their  of  a  similar  nature,  ought  to  be  conducted  ; 
orders,  in  not  taking  the  lowest  offers  ;"  and  and  did  not  only  subject  the  company's  inte- 
they  ordered,  that  the  contract  for  elephants  rest,  in  point  of  expense,  to  fraud  and  coUn- 
ahoukl  be  annulled ;  and  the  said  directors  fiir-  sion,  but  did  thereby  expose  the  navigation  of 
ther  declared,  that  "  if  the'  contractor  should  the  Bengal  river  to  manifest  haxard  and  dis* 
recover  damages  of  the  company  for  breadi  of  tress ;  considering,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
engagement,  they  were  determined,  in  such  master-attendant  to  take  care  that  tlM  pilot 
ease,  to  institute  a  suit  at  law  against  those  vessels  are  constantly  stationed  in  the  roads  to 
members  of  the  board  who  had  presumed,  in  wait  the  arrival  of  the  company's  ships,  espe- 
direct  breach  of  their  orders,  to  prefer  the  in-  daily  in  tempestuous  weather,  and  that  they 
tarest  of  an  individual  to  that  of  the  com-  shoukl  be  in  a  constant  condition  to  keep  tha 
nany.'*— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  sea ;  wljereas  it  is  manifestly  the  interest  of 
in  the  year  1777,  conclude  with  ^-— ~  Forde  the  contractor,  in  the  fimt  instance,  to  equip 
n  contract  for  an  armed  vessel  for  the  pilotage  the  said  vessels  as  scantily  as  {Kwsible,  and 
of  the  Chittigong  river,  and  for  the  defence  of  afterwards  to  expose  them  as  little  as  possible 
the  coast  and  river  against  the  incursions  of  to  any  service,  in  which  the  stores  to  be  r»- 
robbera  for  the  term  of  five  years,  in  further  placed  by  him  might  be  lost  or  consumed ;  and 
disobedience  of  the  company's  ordera  respect-  finally,  that  in  June,  1779,  the  said  contract 
ing  the  mode  and  duration  of  contracts,  and  was  prolonged  to  the  said  master-attendant, 
with  a  oonskierable  increase  of  expense  to  the  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  for  the  further 
company  :— that  the  &rming  out  the  defence  period  of  two  yean  firom  the  expiratibn  of  tha 
af  a  country  to  a  contractor,  being  wholly  on*  first,  without  aidvertising  for  proposals.  That 
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it  does  not  tppetr  that  any  of  the  preoediof  net.  That  the  court  of  dirocton,  aa  eoon  aa 
contracts  have  been  annulled,  or  the  diargea  they  were  advised  of  the  first  appointment  of 
attending  any  of  tbem  abated,  or  that  the  court  the  said  ageony,  declared  that  they  conaidered 
of  directors  have  ever  taken  any  measures  to  the  commission  of  SO  per  cent,  as  an  amplo 
sompel  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  indem-  compensation  to  the  agent ;  and  did  positiv^y 
oify'the  company,  or  to  make  good  any  part  order,  that,  aooording  to  the  engagement  of 
of  the  proctxiing  loss  iricuxred  by  the  con-  the  said  Warren  Hastings, "  the  commission, 
iTAtts.  paid  or  to  be  paid  to  the  said  agent,  should  be 
That  in  the  year  1777,  the  said  WarrenHast-  reduced  to  80  per  cent"  That  the  said 
ings  did  recommend  and  appoint  J<^  Belli,  John  Belli  did  positlToIy  refuse  to  refund  any 
at  thai  time  his  pritrate  secretary,  to  be  agent  part  of  the  profits  he  had  reoeiTed,  or  to  sub- 
fer  supplying  the  garrison  of  Fort  William  mit  to  a  diminution  of  those  which  he  was 
with  victualUng  stores :  that  the  stores  were  still  to  receive ;  and  that  the  said  Warren 
to  be  purchased  with  money  advanced  by  the  Hastings  has  never  made  good  bis  own  volua* 
company ;  and  that  the  said  agent  was  to  be  tary  and  soleoon  engagement  to  the  court  of 
allowed  a  commission,  or  per  centage,  for  his  directors  herein  above  mentioned :  and  as  his 
risk  and  trouble :  that,  in  order  to  ascertain  Ihilure  to  perform  the  said  engagement  is  a 
what  sum  would  be  a  reasonable  compensa-  breach  of  faith  to  the  company,  so  his  per* 
tion  for  the  agent,  the  govemour-general  and  fomumce  of  such  engagement,  if  ho  had  peiw 
council  agreed  to  consult  somo  of  the  princi-  formed  it,  and  even  his  offering  to  pledge  hifl> 
pal  merchants  of  Calcutta :  that  the  mer-  self  for  the  agent,  in  the  first  instance,  ought 
chants,  so  consulted,  reported  their  opinion,  to  betaken  as  presumptive  ^evidence  of  a  coo- 
that  SO  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost  of  the  nection  between  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
stares  would  be  a  reasonable  compensation  to  and  the  said  agent,  his  private  secretary ; 
the  agent :  that,  nevertheless,  the  said  War^  which  ought  not  to  exist  between  a  govemouff 
ren  Hastings,  supported  by  the  vote  and  con-  acting  in  behalf  of  the  company,  a^  a  con- 
currence of  Ricluurd  Barwell,  then  a  member  tractor  making  terms  with  such  govemour  for 
of  the  supreme  council,  did  propose  and  carry  the  execution  of  a  public  service. 
it,  that  30  per  cent,  per  annum,  should  be  al-  That,  before  the  expiratiim  of  the  contract 
lowed  upon  all  stores  to  be  provided  by  the  herein  before  mentioned  for  supplying  the 
agent :  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  pro-  army  with  draught  and  carriage  bullucks, 
fessed,  that  **^  be  preferred  an  agency  to  a  con-  granted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  Er- 
tract  for  this  service ;  because,  if  it  were  per-  nest  Alexander  Johnson  for  three  years,  the 
formed  by  contract,  it  must  then  be  advertised,  said  Warren  Hastings  did  propose  and  cany 
and  the  world  would  know  what  provision  was  it  in  council,  that  a  new  contract  should  be 
made  for  the  defence  of  the  fort ;"  as  if  its  bo-  made  on  a  new  plan,  and  that  an  offer  thereof 
ittg  publicly  known,  that  the  fort  was  well  pro-  should  be  made  to  Richard  Jdinson,  brother 
vided  for  defence,  were  likely  to  encourage  an  and  executor  of  the  said  contractor,  without 
enemy  to  attack  it.  That  in  August,  1779,  advertising  for  proposals,  for  the  term  of  Jim 
in  defiance  of  (be  principle  laid  down  by  him-  years:  that  this  oiler  was  txUuHiarily  aeeepUd 
self  for  preferring  an  agency  to  a  contract,  the  by  the  said  Ridiard  Johnson,  who  at  the  saaae 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  propose,  and  carry  time,  desired,  and  obtained,  that  the  new  ooa- 
it,  that  the  agency  should'be  converted  into  a  tracts  should  be  made  out  in  the  name  of 
contract  J  to  be  granted  to  the  said  John  Belli,  Giwrles  Croftes,  the  company's  accountant 
without  advertising  for  proposals,  and  fixed  for  and  sub-treasurer  at  Fort  William :  that  the 
the  terra  of  five  years,  "  pretending  that  he  said  Charles  CroAes  offered  the  said  Richard 
had  received  frequent  remonstrances  fi-om  the  Johnson  as  one  of  his  securities  for  the  per- 
sald  agent  concerning  the  heavy  losses  and  in-  formanee  of  the  said  contract,  who  was  ac- 
conveniences,  to  which  ho  was  wubjectod  by  cepted  as  such  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings ; 
the  indefinite  terms  of  his  agency  ;*'  notwitlv-  and  that,  at  the  request  of  the  said  contractor, 
standing  it  appeared,  by  evidence  produced  at  the  contract  for  victualling  the  Europeans 
the  board,  that,  on  a  supply  of  about  S7,000{.  serving  at  the  presidency  vras  added  to  and 
he  had  already  drawn  a  commission  of  3S,000{.  united  with  that  for  finmishing  bullocks,  and 
and  upwaids.  That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  fixed  for  the  same  period ;  that  this  extensioo 
ings  pledged  himself,  that,  if  required  Inf  the  of  the  period  of  the  said  contracts  was  not 
eour<  of  direetort,  the  prq/lt$  arising  from  the  compensatSd  by  a  diminution  in  the  charge  to 
ageaty  should  be  pairl  into  the  company**  treO'  be  incurred  by  the  company  on  that  aooount, 
lary,  and  appropriated  ae  the  court  ehmUd  di-  as  it  ought  to  have  been ;  but,0D  tbs  oontraiy, 
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lie  thu^  WM  nwBodwmleljr  inereaied  bj    property,  hi*  abject  w«g  to  pardiase  the  at^ 
the  new  eoatrMta ;   BMomuch   that  n  was    lachment  ol*  a  number  of  individuals,  and  to 
prored,  bj  stateiMnte  and  oomputadoae  pro*    form  a  par^  capable  of  supporting  ajad  pro- 
duced at  the  board,  that  the  increaie  on  the     tecting  him  in  return, 
vietuatling   oontraet   would,  in    five  jeara        That  with  the  same  view,  and  on  the  same 
amount  to  40,0001. ;  and  that  the  increase  en    pnaciplee,  it  appears,  that  excessive  salaries 
the  bullock  contract,  in  the  sanw  period,  would    and  emoluments,  at  the  East-India  company's 
amount    to   above    four   hundred    thousand    charge  and  expense,  have  been  lavished  by  the 
pounds :  that  when  this,  and   many  ochsr    aaid  Warren  Hastings  to  sundry  individuals, 
weighty   objections    against  the  terms   of     oontimry  to  the  general  principles  of  his  duty, 
the  said  contracts  were  urged  in  council  to    and  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  positive  or- 
Ihe  said  Warren  Hastings,  he  declared,  that     lers  of  the  court  of  directors ;   particularly, 
At  ahould  dtUtmr  a  rephf  AtrgUt ;  but  it  does     that  whereas  by  a  resolution  of  die  court  of 
aot  ^pear,  that  be  <tid  ever  deliver  such  a  r»>    proprietors  of  the  East  India  company,  and 
ply,  or  ever  enter  into  a  justification  of  any    by  an  instruction  of  the  court  of  directors,  it 
part  of  his  conduct  in  this  transaction.    That    was  provided,  and   expressly  ordered,  that 
the  act  of  Parliameot  of  177S,  fagr  whkh  the     there  should  be  paid  to  the  late  Sir  John  Cla- 
irat  govemour  general  and  council  were  a|H    vering    "  the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds 
pointed,  did  expressly  limit  the  duntion  of    sterling  per  annum  in  full  for  his  services  as 
tfieir  office  to  the  term  of  five  years,  whi<A    commuider-in-chiel^    in    lieu   of  travelling 
anpired  in  October,  1779,  and  that  the  several    charges,  and  of  all  other  advantages   and 
MBtraclB,  herein  before  mentioned,  were  grants    emohmkents  whatever  :**  and  whereas  the  court 
«d  in  September,  1779,  and  woAb  nuule  to    of  directors  positively  ordered,  that  the  late 
OMtinne^es  years  after  the  expiration  of  the     '^  Sir  Eyre  Cooie  should  receive  the  some  pay 
fovemment,  by  which  they  were  granted ;     as  commander-in-chief  of  their  forcee  in  In- 
ihat  by  this  anticipation  the  discretion  and    dta,  as  was  received  by  Lieutenant  General 
judgment  of  the  sncoeeding  government,  r^    Sir   John    Clavering ;"— the   said   Warren 
specting  the  subjectHnatter  of  such  contracts,     Hastings,  nevertheless,  within  a  short  time 
was  taken  away,  and  any  eocrection  mr  im-    after^ir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival  in  Bengal,  did 
provement  therein   readered   impracticable,     propoae  and  carry  it  m  council,  that  a  new 
That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  might  have    establishment  should  be  created  for  Sir  Eyre 
been  justified  by  the  rules  and  practice,  or  by     Coote,  by  which  an  increase  of  expense  would 
the  necessity  of  the  public  service,  in  Mnding    be  incurred  by  the  India  company  to  the 
the  government  by  engagemeota  to  endure  one     amount  of  eighteen  thousand  pounds  a  year 
year  after  the  expiration  of  his  own  office ;  but    and  upwards,  exclusive  of  and  in  addition  to 
on  no  principles  ooukl  he  be  justified  in  ex-    his  salary  of  six  thousand  pounds  a  year,  pro- 
lending  such  engagements  beyond  the  term  of     vided  for  him  by  act  of  parliament  as  a  mem- 
one  year,  much  less  on  the  principlee  h^has     her  of  the  supreme  council,  and  exclusive  of 
•vowed,  namely,  ■*  that  it  was  only  an  act  of    and  in  addition  to  bis  salary  of  six  thousand 
common  justice  in  him  to  secure  evei3f  man    pounds  a  year  as  commander-in-chief,  appoint- 
eonaeeCcd  ^eUh  Ami,  as  for  as  he  legally  could,     ed  for  him  by  the  company,  and  expressly  fix- 
fton  the  ^prehension  of  future  oppression."     ed  to  thiU  amount. 

That  the  oppression,  to  which  such  apprehen-  That  the  disobedience  and  breach  of  trust, 
•ion,  if  real,  must  allude,  could  only  consist  of  which  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was 
in,  and  arise  out  of  the  obedience,  which  he  guilty  in  this  transaction,  is  highly  aggravated 
Aared  a  Aiture  government  mi^t  pay  to  the  by  the  following  circumstances  connected 
ordera  of  the  court  of  directon,  by  making  all  with  it:  that  from  the  death  of  Sir  John 
eontraets  annual,  and  advertising  for  propMals  Clavering  to  the  arrival  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in 
publicly  and  indifferently  from  all  persons  Bengal,  Uie  provisional  command  <tf  the  army 
^whatever,  by  which  it  might  happen  tlnU  such  had  devolved  to,  and  been  veeted  in,  Brigadier 
beneficial  oontraots  woub)  not  be  constantly  General  Giles  Stibbert,  the  eldest  officer  on 
held  by  men  wnMtUd  wtk  Am,  the  said  that  establishment :  that  in  this  capacity,  and 
Warrsn  Hastings :  that  this  declaration  made  aa  the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  declared, 
by  the  said  Warrsn  HasUngs,  combined  widi  "  standing  no  way  distinguished  fix>m  the  other 
all  the  oireumstancea  of  these  transactions,  officera  in  the  army,  but  by  his  accidental  suo- 
leavea  no  room  to  doubt  that,  m  disobeying  cession  to  the  first  place  on  the  list,"  he,  the 
the  oompany*s  orders,  and  betaraying  the  trust  said  Giles  Stibbert,  bad,  by  the  recommenda- 
*e|ioMd  in  him  as  guardian  of  the  compaiqr*i    tion  and  procurement  of  the  said  Warren 
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Umtngji,  rMMTodl  and  cajojed  m  aalary,  tad  Um  18th  of  CMober,  1780,  did  <^«'«»«**««i*  aid 

ather  allowaAcea,  to  the  amount  of  thirtoen  prohibit  the  coolinuatioo  of  the  allowanoaa 

Ihpiiaaad  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounda  ahove-BMotioood  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in  tha 

twelTe  ahillinga  per  aonum. — That  Sir  Eyre  fiiUowing  wordi :  "  theae  aUowaooM  appear 

Coole,  eoon  after  hie  arrival,  repreeented  to  to  ua  in  a  light  ao  very  extraordin^y,  and  ao 

tha  board,  that  a  oooaiderahle  part  of  thoae  al«  rapugi^^  to  tha  ^>irit  of  a  reaolution  of  tha 

lowancea,  amounting  to  S^tUU.  10a.  per  an-  general  court  of  proprietora  reapecting  tha 

nnm,  ought  to  devolve  to  himaelf,  aa  coaa-  allowance  made  to  General  Clavering,  that 

mander-io-chief  of  the  company's  forces  in  we  poaitively  direct,  that  they  be  diacontinued 

India ;  and  stating,  that  the  said  Gilea  Stib-  immediately,  and  no  part  thereof  paid  after 

bert  ooald  no  longer  be  considered  as  com-  the  receipt  of  this  letter."     That  oo  the  27th 

mander^inp<bief  under  the  preaidency  of  Fort  of  April,  1 781 ,  the  goveniour-general  and  conn* 

William,  made  a  fivmal  demand  of  the  sasDa.  oil,  in  obedience  to  the  ocdera  of  the  directora. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  ra*  did  aignify  the  same  to  the  ooaunissary  geoa- 

dudag  the  allowances  of  the  said  Gilea  Stib-  ral,  aa  an  instruction  to  him,  that  tha  eitraor- 

bert  to  the  establishment  at  which  they  stood  dinary  al lowancea  to  Sir  Eyre  Goote  Aomld 

during  General  Clavering's  command,  and  for  h*  iiaeenlmiMd,  tmd  nepert  tkmrttf  paid  afUf 

the  eontinnanoe  of  which,  after  Sir  Eyre  Cftal  day;  that  it  appears,  nevertheless,  that 

Coote's  arrival,  there  could  be  no  pretence,  the  aaid  extra  allowancea  (amounting  to  above 

aoiitinued  the  allowancea  of  thirteen  thousand  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year)  were 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  pounda  twelve  '  eontinued  to  be  charged  to  the  vizier,  and 

akilUnga  per  annum  to  the  said  Gilea  Stib-  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Goote,  in  defiance  of  the  oi^ 

bert ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  in  order  to  ap"  ders  of  the  court  of  directors ;  in  defianoa  of 

pease  and  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  said  Sir  the  eonaequent  reaolntion  of  the  govemouff^ 

Eyre  Coote,  did  create  for  him  that  new  eel*-  general  and  council ;  and  in  contradiction  to 

Utshmeat,  herein  before  specified,  of  eighteen  the  tenna  of  the  original  motion,  made  by  the 

thousand  pounds  per  annum ;  insomuch,  that  said  Warren  Hastinga,  Ibr  adding  thoae  allow* 

inatead  of  the  allowance    of  sb   ikmumd  anoes  to  the  debit  of  the  visier,  viz.  "  that 

fewMif  a  year,  in  Ueu  of  trandling  ehargei  and  they  ahould  continue  till  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  r^ 

9f  oB  emelumtiUt  and  aihwaneet  tohalaoecerf  turn  to  the  Cannnnaasa."    That  Sir  Eyra 

towhidk  the  pay  and  allowances  of  command-  Coote  arrived  at  Calcutta  about  the  end  of 

cr-in-ddef  were    expressly  limited   by  the  August,  1780,  and  must  have  oroaaed  the  Ca« 

united  act  of  the  legislative  and  executive  nunnasaa,  in  his  return  from  Oude,  aoma 

powers  of  the  company,  the  annual  charge  to  weeks  befmre,  when  the  charge  on  the  vizier, 

be  borae  by  the  company  oo  that  aooount  waa  if  at  any  time  proper,  ought  to  have  ceased, 

mcreaaed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  the  That  it  appears  that  the  said  allowancea  were 

enormous  sum  of  thirty-eight  thoiisand  two  continued  to  be  charged  against  the  visier,  and 

hundred  and  seventeen  pounds  tea  shillings  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coole,  for  three  years  after, 

fterling.  even  while  he  was  aerviag  in  the  Camatick, 

"  That  on  the  1st  of  November,  1779,  the  end  that  this  was  done  by  the  eole  authority 

laid  Warren  Hastings  did  move  and  carry  it  and  private  oommawl  of  the   said  Warrtn 

m  council,  that  the  resident  at  the  vizieHa  Hastings. 

court  should  be  furnished  with  an  aotsount  oC       That   the   East   India   company    having 

all  the  extra  allowances  and  chargea  of  the  thought  proper  to  create  the  office  of  advocate- 

oommander-in-chief  when  in  the  field,  with  general  in  Bengal,  and  to  appoint  Sir  Jchn 

ordera  to  add  the  same  to  the  debit  of  the  vi-  Day  to  that  (^ce,  it  waa  reaolved  by  a  gene- 

Bier's  account,  as  a  part  of  his  general  subsidy ;  ral  court  of  proprietors,  that  a  aahry  of  S,000/. 

the  charge  to  commence  &x>m  the  day  on  which  a  year  should  be  allowed  to  the  Bud  Sir  John 

the  genmal  shall  pass  the  Caruranaasa,  and  to  Day,  m  JtM  oMsidsroCioii  t^aU  demanda  and 

continue  till  his  return  to  the  same  line."  flUoiMiiess  wftotsosver  for  htM  sertnees  to  tht 

That  this  additional  expense,  imposed  by  tlie  eom^Miiy  d  tko  pmidetuy  of  Fori  WUliam  : 

said  Warren  Hastings  on  the  vizier,  waa  un-  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nevertheleaa, 

juat  in  itself,  and  a  breach  of  treaty  with  that  abortly  after  Sir  John  Day's  arrival  in  Bengal, 

prince,  the  specific  amount  of  the  subsidy  to  did  wcrease  the  said  Sir  John  Day'a  salary 

be  paid  by  him  having  been  fixed  by  a  treaty,  and  allowances  to  six  thousand  pounda  a  year, 

to  which  no  addition  could  Justly  be  made,  but  in  direct  disobedience  to  the  resolution  of  tha 

at  the   previoius  requisition  c^  the   vizier,  court  of  proprietors,  and  of  the  order  of  tha 

That  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  letter  of  eeurt  of  diree^xua :  that  tha  directora,  as  aoo 
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M  Uwy  mitn  iflftmiad  of  tbit  proceeding,  de- 
claredt  "  that  they  held  Ihrnuelv  bound  by 
the  reeolutiun  oi  ihe  g«nr\eral  court,  and  that 
they  could  n«t  «ilow  it  to  be  dnregarded  by 
the  companyV  s«>rvanui  in  India ;"  and  order- 
ed that  the  increased  allowances  should  be 
forthwith  discontinued. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  after  hav- 
ing first  thought  it  necessary,  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  stop 
the  extraordinary  allowance,  which  he  had 
granted  to  Sir  John  Day,  did  afterwards  re- 
■olve,  that  the  allowance,  which  bad  been 
■truck  off,  should  be  repaid  to  him,  upon  his 
signing  an  obligation  to  refimd  the  amount 
which  he  migbt  receire,  in  case  the  directors 
sliould  confirm  their  former  orders,  already 
twice  given :  that  in  this  transaction,  the  said 
Warren  Hastings  trifled  with  the  authority  of 
the  company,  eluded  the  repealed  orders  of 
the  directors,  and  exposed  the  company  to  the 
risk  and  uncertainty  of  recovering,  at  a  distant 
period,  and  perhaps  by  a  process  of  law,  a 
■am  of  money,  which  they  had  positively  or- 
dered him  not  to  pay. 

That,  in  the  latter  part  of  1776,  by  the 
death  of  Colonel  Monson,  the  whole  power  of 
the  government  of  Fort  William  devolved  to 
the  govemour  and  one  member  of  the  council ; 
and  that  from  that  time  the  govemour-general 
and  council  have  generally  consisted  of  an 
even  number  of  persons,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  casting  voice  of  the  said  Warren 
Hastings  has  usually  prevailed  in  the  decisiim 
of  all  questions.  That  about  the  end  cf  the 
year  1776,  the  whole  civil  establishment  of  the 
said  government  did  not  exceed  206,999/.  per 
annum ;  that  in  the  year  1783,  the  said  civil 
establisMnent  had  been  increased  to  the  enor- 
mous annual  sum  of  927,945/.  That  such  in- 
crease in  the  civil  establishment  could  not 
hftve  taken  place,  if  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
iuKS,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  government, 
wiih  the  power  annexed  to  the  casting  voice, 
had  not  actively  promoted  the  said  increase, 
whidi  he  had  power  to  prevent,  and  which  it 
was  his  duty  to  have  prevented :  that  by  such 
immoderate  waste  of  the  property  of  his  em- 
plpyers,  and  by  such  scandalous  breach  of  his 
fidelity  to  them,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
■aid  Warren  Hastings  to  gain  and  secure  tiie 
attachment  and  support  of  a  multitude  of  indi- 
viduals, by  whose  united  interest,  influence, 
and  intrigues,  he  hoped  to  be  protected  against 
any  fSiture  inquiry  into  his  conduct :  that  it 
was  of  itself  Ughly  criminal  in  the  said  War- 
ren Ha^tingY  to  havo  so  v.msted  the  property 
of  the  Eastplndia  company,  and  thiKt  the  pur- 


pose to  be  obtained  by  sodi  wajite  was  a  great 
esgra^ntion  of  that  crime.  That  among  the 
various  instances  of  profusion,  by  which  the 
civil  establishment  of  Fort  William  was  in- 
rr«asod  to  the  enormous  annual  sum  herein 
before  mentioned,  it  appears  that  a  salt  oflke 
wae  created  of  six  commissioners,  whose  an* 
nual  emoluments  were  as  follows  :  viz. 


President,  or  comptroller,  per  annum 

IS,4»0L 
1st  member 
td    do.    . 


ad  do. 
4th  do. 
5th  do. 


1S,100{. 

1S,18SI. 

G4B57i. 

10,S07i. 


72,807^ 

That  m  board  of  revenne  wi«  created  by  the 
said  Warren  HasUng^,  coaristing  of  five 
commissioners,  whoee  amuid  emolomentB 
were  as  follows  r  viz. 

1st  member,  per  anmim     •       .  10,950L 

td    do 9,10(M. 

Sd    do 9J0O(. 

4th  do. 9,0(KM. 

5th  do. 9,000/. 


47,S50I. 


That  David  Anderson,  Esquire,  first  mem- 
ber of  the  said  boa:d,  did  not  execute  the  du- 
ties, though  he  received  the  emoluments,  of 
the  said  ofllce ;  liaving  acted,  for  the  greatest 
part  of  the  time,  as  ambassadour  to  Madajee 
Scindia,  with  a  fiir^her  salary  of  4,280/.  a 
year;  making  in  all,  16,290/.  a  year. 

That  the  mid  Warren  Hastings  did  create 
an  office  of  agent  victualler  to^the  garrison  of 
Fort  William,  whose  profits,  on  an  average 
of  three  years,  were  15,970/.  per  annum; 
that  this  agency  was  held  by  the  post-master- 
general,  who,  in  that  capacity,  received 
2,200/.  a  year  fi'om  the  company,  and  who 
was  actually  no  higher  than  a  writer  in  tho 
service :  the  person  who  held  these  lucrative 
ofllces,  vix.  John  Belli,  %ras  private  secretary 
to  the  said  Warr«n  Hastings. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  created  a 
nominal  oflice  of  resident  at  Goa,  where  the 
company  never  had  a  resident,  norbujiinors  of 
any  kind  to  transact,  and  gave  the  said  nomi- 
nal oflSco  ^o  a  person,  who  was  not  a  cove* 
nanted  cerrant  of  the  company,  with  an  allow* 
ancc  of  4,2801.  m  year. 


AGAINST  WARRBN  HASTINGS.  ^ITQ 

That  these  insteneei  are  prooft  of  a  erimi-  baeo  ORfered  to  ^*— *<"*  the  aoeoiiBls  of  t)ie 
nal  profiisibn  and  high  breaieh  of  truet  to  the  said  agent,  did  report  to  the  gorereour^general  ^ 
India  company  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  council,  that  he  found  then  to  be  corr«e<  m 
under  whose  goremment,  and  by  means  of  lAe  <MUt<Mm«  and  eoJeifla^ions;  and  that  then  the 
whoee  special  power,  derived  from  the  efl^  said  Larkins  adds  the  ioliowing  declaration : 
of  his  casting  voice,  all  the  said  waste  and  **  the  agent  behig  upoH  honour  with  respect  to 
profusion  did  take  place.  the  sums  charged  in  his  aoooonts  for  tlw  cost 

That  at  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  when,  as     of  the  articles  supplied,  I  did  not  think  my- 
the  <x>art  of  directors  affirm,  tht  eompanjf     self  authorized  to  require  any  vomektr  ot  the 
tpcrc  in  the  utmoM  duireat  for  wumey,  and  id'    sums  charged  fi>r  the  demurrage  of  sloops, 
mo$t  every  department  in  arrear,  and  when  it     either  as  to  the  time  of  detention,  or  the  rata 
appears  that  there  was  a  great  scarcity  and     of  the  charge,  or  of  those  for  the  articles  iMt 
urgent  want  of  grain  at  FcM-t  St.  George,  the     in  going  down  the  river ;  and  on  that  ground 
said  Warren  Hastings  did  accept  of  a  propo-     I  thought  myself  equally  bound  to  admit  the 
sal  made  to  him  by  James  Peter  Auriol,  then     sums  acknowledged  as  received  fer  the  sales 
secreUry  to  the  council,  to  supply  the  presi-     of  goods  returaed,  without  requiring  vouchers 
dency  of  Fort  St.  George  with  rice  and  other     of  the  rates  at  which  they  were  sold."    That, 
articles,  and  did  appoint  the  said  Auriol  to  be    in  this  transaetioo,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
the  agent  for  supplying  ail  the  other  presiden-    has  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  trust  and 
des  with  those  articles :  that  the  said  Warren    duty  in  Sm  unnecessary  ezpendituie  of  the 
Hastings  declared,  that  the  intenti<m  of  the    company's  money,  and  in  subjecting  the  ooa»- 
appointment "  was  most  likely  to  be  fulfilled     pany  to  a  profusion  of  expense,  at  all  times 
by  a  liberal  consideration  of  it,*'  and  there-     wholly  unjustifiable,  but  particularly  at  the 
lore  allowed  the  said  Auriol  a  commission  of    time  when  that  expense  was  incurred.    That 
l5peroent.  onthewholeofhisdisborsements;     the    said  Warren   Hastings  was  guilty  of 
tberd>y  rendering  it  the  direct  interest  of  the    breach  of  orders,  as  vrell  as  breach  of  trust,  in 
said  Auriol  to  make  hit  disbursements  as    not  advertising  generally  lor  proposals;  in 
great  as  possible ;  that  the  chance  of  capture    not  ecniraeting  indifferently  for  the  supplies 
by  4110  enemy,  or  danger  of  the  sea,  was  to  be     with  such  merchants  as  might  ofier  to  furnish 
at  the  risk  of  the  India  company,  and  not  of    them  on  the  lowest  terms ;  in  giving  an  enor- 
the  said  Auriol ;  that  the  said  Warren  Hast-    mous  oommissi<m  to  an  agent,  and  that  com* 
ings  declared  personally  to  the  said  Auriol,     mission  not  confined  to  the  prime  cost  of  the 
"  that  this  post  was  intended  as  a  reward  for     articles,  but  to  be  computed  on  the  whole  of 
his  long  and  &ithftil  services."    That  the     his  charges;  in  accepting  of  the  Aononr  of  the 
president  and  council  of  Bombay  did  remoD-    said'-agent  as  a  suflkient  voucher  for  the  cost 
strate  against  what  they  called  the  enennpns    of  the  articles  supplied,  and  for  all  charges 
ammsnt  qf  charget  of  the  rice,  with  which    idrntever,  on  which  his  commission  was  to  be 
they  were  supplied,  which  they  state  to  be    computed ;  and  finally,  in  giving  a  lucrative 
nine  rupees  a  bag  at  Calcutta,  when  they     agency  for  the  supply  of  a  distressed  and 
themselves  could  have  contracted  for  its  de-     starring  province,  as  a  reward  to  a  secretaiy 
livery  at  Bombay,  free  of  all  risk  and  charges,     of  state,  iriiose  labouni  in  that  capacity  ought 
at  five  rupees  and  three-sixteenths  per  kwg;     to  have  been  rewarded  by  an  avowed  public 
and  that  even  at  Madras,  where  the  distress    salary,  and  not  otherwise.    That,  after  the 
and  demand  was  greatest,  the  supplies  of  grain    first  year  of  the  said  agency  was  expired,  the 
by  privato  traders,  charged  to  the  company,    said  Warren  Hastings  did  agree,  that  for  tlie 
were  nineteen  per  cent,  cheaper  than  that    fiiture  the  commission  to  be  drawn  by  the  said 
supplied  by  the  said  Auriol,  exclusive  of  the    agent  should  be  reduced  to  five  per  cent., 
risk  of  the  sea,  and  of  capture  by  the  enemy,     whidi  the  govemour-general  and  council  then 
That  it  is  stated  by  the  court  of  directors,    declared  to  ho  the  eutiamary  amoant  drawn  by 
that  the  agent's  commission  on  a  supply  of  a    me/rdtante ;  but  that,  even  in  this  reductiim  of 
mngU  year  (the  said  commission  being  not    the  commission,  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
only  charged  on  the  prima  cost  of  the  rice,     was  guilty  of  a  deception,  and  did  not  in  fact 
but  also  on  the  fireight,  and  on  all  other  charges)     reduce  the  commission  from  15  to  5  per  cent, 
woald  amount  to  pounds  sterling  twenty-six    having  immediately  after  resolv^,  that  he,  the 
thmitii^  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  and    agent,  should  be  allowed  the  tcurrent  interest 
by  the  said  Arnold  himself  is  admitted  to    of  Calcutta  upon  all  his  draughts  oo  the  tro»- 
amount  to  18,29t/.:  that  William  Larkins,  the    sury  from  the  day  of  their  dates,  until  thsj 
lecomptant-gQMral  at  Fort  William,  having    sbooM  jw  completely  Uqoidatad ;  that  the  l»i 
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fil  bttnsC  of  iBom^  ia  B«Bgal  is  iwdre  par  eonncil  an  aiccount  of  yarious  gums  of  maaty 
cent.  p«r  aiintu|if  and  the  ciinrtnt  iniereat  firam  paid  by  him  to  the  said  Warren  Hasting, 
•if  he  to  ton  par  oant,  amoonting  to  40,0002.  and  upwards,  (br  offices 

and  employments  corruptly  disposed  of  by  the 
I  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  did  ofTer  and  en- 

gage to  prove  and  establish  the  same  by  suffi- 
▼in.  PXEfXSTti  cient  evidence.     That  this  account  is  stated 

with  a  minute  particularity  and  precision ;  the 
That,  beAxr*  the  appeiatment  of  the  go-  date  of  each  payment,  down  to  that  of  small 
?«nioar<^neral  andeooncil  of  Fort  William  sums,  is  specified ;  the  various  coins  in  which 
by  act  of  parliameati  the  allowances  made  by  such  payments  were  severally  made,  are  dis- 
the  £ast-India  company  to  the  presidents  of  tinguished ;  and  the  different  persons  through 
thi^  government  were  abundantly  sufficient ;  whose  hands  the  money  passed  into  those  of 
^Mid  that  the  said  presidents  in  general,  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  are  named ;  that 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  particularly,  was  such  particularity  on  the  face  of  such  a  charge, 
restrained  by  a  specific  covenant  and  iiadeo-  supposing  it  &lse,  is  favourable  to  the  party 
tare,  which  he  entered  into  with  the  company,  wrongfully  accused,  and  exposes  the  accuser 
from  accepting  any  gifts,  rewards,  or  gratui-  to  an  instant  and  easy  detection  ;  for  thouj^, 
ties  whatsoever,  on  any  account  or  pretence  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  himself  has  ob- 
wbatsoevw.  That  in  the  regulating  act  pass-  served  on  another  occasion,  "  papers  may  be 
•d  in  the  year  1778,  which  appointed  the  said  forged,  and  evidences  may  appear  in  numbers 
Warren  Hastings,  Estpiire,  goveraour-geae-  to  attest  them,  yet  it  must  always  be  an  easy 
ral  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal  a  salary  of  matter  to  detect  the  falsity  of  any  forged  paper 
t6,000f .  a  year  was  established  for  him,  to  produced  by  examining  the  witnesses  separatv- 
which  the  ooart  of  directors  added,  **  that  he  ly,  and  subjecting  them  to  a  subsequent  croc*- 
ihottki  enjoy  their  principal  houses,  with  the  examination,  in  which  case,  if  ftlse,  they  will 
plate  and  fiurniture,  both  in  town  and  country,  not  he  able  to  persevere  in  one  regular  con- 
rsnf  frte.'*    That  the  same  law  which  created    s istent  story." 

the  office  and  provided  the  salary  of  the  said  Whereas,  if  no  advantage  be  taken  of  such 
Warren  Hastings,  did  expressly,  and  i^  the  particularity  in  the  charge  to  detect  the  fals»- 
dearest  and  most  oomprehensive  terms  that  hood  thereof,  and  if  no  attempt  to  disprove 
oould  be  devised,  prohibit  him  firon  receiving  it,  and  no  defence  whatever  be  made,  a  pre- 
any  present,  gift,  or  donation,  in  any  manner,  stmipti(m  justly  and  reasonably  arises  in  fil- 
er on  any  aocount  whatsoever ;  and  that  the  vour  of  the  truth  of  such  charge.  That  the 
■aid  Warren  Hastings  perfectly  understood  said  Warren  Hastings,  instead  of  c^ering  any 
the  meaning,  and  acknowledged  the  binding  thing  in  his  defence,  declared,  that  he  vfomU 
force  of  this  prohibition,  before  he  accepted  </  not  »uf!ar  Ntmdcomar  to  apftar  b^ore  the 
the  office,  to  which  it  was  annexed.  He  hoard  a»  hu  aoettMer.  That  he  attempted  to 
Imew,  and  had  declared,  that  tha  prohibidon  indict  his  said  accuser  for  a  conspiracy,  in 
wu  potUiv  catd  decuiv$ ;  that  U  admitted  which  be  failed ;  and  that  the  said  Rijab 
moUker  qf  r^finomeni  or  miHonetruetion ;  and  Nundcomar  was  soon  after,  and  while  his 
Ihatf  in  hie  opinion,  an  ^ppoeition  would  be  to  charge  against  the  said  Warren  Hasting* 
tneur  the  ptnaity.  was  depending  before  the  council,  indicted  upon 

That,  notwithstanding  the  covenants  and  an  English  penal  statute,  which  does  not  ex- 
engagements  above  mentioned,  it  appears  ia  tend  even  to  Scotland,  before  the  supremo 
the  recorded  proceedings  of  the  govemoui^  courtof  judicature,  for  an  offence  said  to  hav« 
general  and  council  of  Fort  William,  thai  been  committed  several  years  before,  and 
■nndry  charges  have  been  brought  against  the  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  India,  and  was 
aaid  Warren  Hastings  for  gifts  or  presents  condemned  aixl  executed.  That  the  evi- 
oorruptly  taken  by  him  before  the  promulga-  dence  of  this  man,  not  having  been  enconnter- 
tion  of  the  act  of  177S,  in  India,  and  that  ed  at  the  time  when  it  might  and  ought  to 
these  ehargas  were  produced  at  the  council  have  been,  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  r»- 
board  in  presence  of  the  said  Warren  Hast-  mains  justly  in  force  against  him,  and  is  not 
ings :  that,  in  Manh,  1775,  the  late  R^jah  abated  by  the  capital  punishment  of  the  said 
Nundoomar,  a  native  Hindoo,  of  the  highest  Nundcomar,  but  rather  confinned  by  the  time 
oast  in  his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  in  and  circumstances  in  which  the  accuser  of  the 
•ociety  by  the  offices  which  he  had  held  under  said  Warron  Hastings  suffered  death.  That 
the  oooiify  govsnmsDt,  did  k^  befora  the    one  of  the  offices,  for  which  a  part  of  the 
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nonajT  above  mentiooed  is  •tated  to  !«▼•  tftoa|fat  MceMiiyto  bottado  tt  tone  timm 

been  paid  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  or  other  ;  and  which  be  would  be  thought  to 

given  by  him  to  M unny  Begnm,  the  widow  of  have  dsfciied  to  a  period  wttof  suitable  and 

Uie  laie  Myr  Jaffier,  nabob  of  Bengal,  whose  oonvenient  than  that  in  vdiich  the  Ads  were 

son,  by  another  woman,  holds  that  title  at  pre-  reesnt,  and  other  diarges  of  tlie  sasM  nature 

ssnL     That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  against  him  was  fresh  and  unimpaired  in  the 

been  instvucted  by  the  ooart  directors  of  tho  nuads  of  mc«. 

East  India  company  to  appoint  a  minister  to  That  on  tfas  90th  of  March,  1775,  a  men- 

mnsact  the  political  aflkirs  of  the  govern-  bsr  of  the  council  praduosd  and  laid  before 

meat,  and  to  select  for  that  purpose  some  the  beard  a  petition  from  Mir  Zein  Abul 

person  well  qualified  for  the  aflkirs  of  g^  Dheen,  (fermeriy  farmer  of  a^istrict,  and  who 


vemment,  to  be  minister  and  guardian  of  the  had  been  in  creditable  stations)  setting  forth 

ttBbob*s  minority."    That,  for  these  ofices,  that  KhAn  Jelnm  KUn,  tihea  phousdar  of 

and  for  the  execution  of  the  several  duties  Houfbly,  had  obtained  that  oflce  from  tha 

belonging  to  them,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  said  Warren  Hastingf ,  with  a  salary  of  sev« 

selected  and  appointed  the  said  Munny  Be-  eaty-two  thonssnd  sieca  rupees  a  year }  and 

gum,  a  woman  evidently  unqualified  for,  and  tiiat  the  said  phouadar  had  given  a  reof^  qf 

incapable  of,  such  offices,  and  restrained  from  Arv6s  to  thtpmtvn  ^  Om  ei$jf,  meaning  Wafw 

acting  in  such  capacities  by  her  necessary  so-  f«n  Hastii^y  to  pay  him  aimually  thirty-aix 

ebsioo  from  tiie  world,  and  retirement  in  a  thonsand  rupees  a  year,  and  also  to  his  ban* 

ssra^Iio.    That  a  considerable  deficiency  or  yaa,  Cantoo  Baboo,  four  thousand  rupees  a 

embezzlement  appearing  in  this  woman^  ao-  ysar,  oat  of  the  salary  above  mentioned.  That 

osunt  of  the  young  uabob's  stipend,  she  volun-  by  the  85th  article  of  the  instmctioBs  given  to 

tarily  declared,  by  a  writing  under  her  seal,  the govemoor-genefal  aadoaundl,  they  aredi* 

that  she  had  given  15,00(M.  to  the  said  War*  racted  *<  immediately  to  oaose  the  strictest  ia- 

ren  Hastings  for  an  entertainment ;  which  db-  quiry  to  be  made  ^to  all  oppressions  which 

claration  corresponds  with  and  confirms  that  might  have  been  oommitted  either  against  the 

part  of  the  charge  produced  by  Rajah  Xund-  natives  or  Ewopeana,  and  into  -ail  abussa 

oooiar,  to  which  it  relates,     llntt  neither  this,  that  might  have  prevailed  in  the  oollecticm  of 

nor  any  other  part  of  ^e  mid  cfaai^,  has  the  revenues,  or  any  psrt  of  the  civil  goveni- 

been  at  any  time  directly  denied  or  disputed  ment  of  the  presidency,  and  to  oommunieata 

by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  though  made  to  the  directors  all  information  which  they 

to  his  face,  and  though  he  was  repeatedly  ao*  n^ght  be  able  to  obtain  relative  thereto,  or  to 

cused  by  his  colleagues,  who  were  appointed  any  dissipation  or  embezsleroent  of  the 


by  parliament  at  the  same  time  with  himseHi  paay'a   money.**    That   the  above   petition 

of  peculation  of  every  sort.    That  instead  of  and  instruction  having  been  read  in  oouacUi 

promoting  a  strict  inquiry  into  his  conduct  for  H  was  moved  tfiat  'the  petitioner  ahonld  be  oiw 

the  clearance  of  his  innocence  and  honour,  he  dered  to  attend  the  next  day  to  make  good  his 

did  repeatedly  endeavour  to  elude  and  stifle  charge.     That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  d»> 

all   inquiry,  by  attempting   to  dissolve  the  chued,  '^that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  paw 

meetings  of  the  council,  at  which  such  char*  pose  of  the  majority  to  ssake  him  the  sole  ob- 

ewere  produced,  and  by  other  means ;  and  jaet  of  dieir  penonal  attacks.  That  they  had 
not. since  taken  any  steps  to  disprove  or  taken  their  line  and  might  pursue  it.  That  he 
refute  the  same.  That  the  said  Warren  should  have  other  remarks  to  make  upon  thia 
Hastings,  so  long  ago  as  September,  1775,  traaaactien,  but  as  they  would  be  equially  ap- 
assured  the  codrt  of  directors,  "  dutt  it  was  plicable  to  mmiy  eCfters,  which  in  ths  course  of 
his  fixed  determination  most  folly  and  liberally  this  business  were  likely  to  be  brought  before 
to  explain  every  circumstance  of  his  conduct  the  board,  he  shouU  say  no  more  on  the  sub- 
en  the  poinu  on  which  he  had  been  mjuri*  ject ;"  and  he  objected  to  tlte  motion.  That 
ously  arraigned,  and  to  afford  them  the  dean-  by  the  preceding  declaration  tlie  said  Wanan 
est  conviction  of  his  own  integrity,  and  of  the  Hastings  did  admit,  that  many  other  diargea 
propriety  of  his  motives  for  declining  a  present  were  likely  to  be  brought  against  him,  and 
defimce  of  it  f*  and  having  never  since  given  that  audi  chargee  wonU  be  of  a  similar  nn- 
to  the  court  of  directors  any  explanation  tore  to  the  first,  viz.  a  corrupt  bargaining  for 
whatever,  much  less  the  fall  and  liberal  ex^  the  disposal  c^a  great  office,  since  he  dechuad 
planation  he  had  promised  so  repeatedly,  has  that  hi  remarks  oa  that  transaction  would  be 
thereby  abandoned  even  that  late  and  pro*  equally  applicable  to  the  rest ;  and  that,  by  e^ 
tracted  defence,  which  he  htmself  must  hare  j^eting  to  the  motion  for  the  personal  attend 
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UMtt  of  the  tcoQ««r,  he  retiited  and  disobeyed  to  iIm  mannen  either  of  Hindooi  or  Munel- 
the  company's  insUructioos ;  and  did,  as  far  as  men ;  and  that  if,  under  sUch  pretences  (he 
depended  on  his  power,  endeavour  to  obetruet  natiyes  were  to  be  exempted  from  uking  an 
and  prevent  all  inquiry  into  the  charge.  That  oath,  when  examined  by  the  govemour  and 
in  so  doing  he  foiled  in  his  duty  to  the  compa*  council,  all  the  inquiries  pointed  out  to  them 
ny ;  he  disobeyed  their  express  orders,  and  did  by  the  company's  instructions  might  stop,  or 
leave  tlie  charge  against  himself  without  a  be  defeated.  That  no  valid  reason  was,  or 
r^Iy,  and  even  without  a  denial;  and  with  could  be  assigned,  why  the  said  phousdar 
that  unavoidable  presumption  against  his  in-  should  not  be  examined  on  oath ;  that  the 
Bocence,  which  lies  a^iost  every  person  ao-  charge  was  not  against  himself:  lind  that,  if 
eused,  who  not  only  refiises  to  plead,  but,  as  any  questions  had  been  put  to  him  tending  tc 
fiur  as  his  vote  goes,  endeavours  to  prevent  an  make  him  accuse  himself,  he  might  have  de* 
examination  of  the  diarge,  and  to  stifle  all  dined  to  answer  them.  That,  if  he  could  have 
inquiry  into  the  truth  of  it.  That  the  motion  safely  sworn  to  the  innocence  of  the  said  War- 
having  been  nevertheless  carried,  the  said  ren  Hastings,  from  whom  he  received  his  em- 
Warren  Hastings  did,  on  tlie  day  following,  ployment,  he  was  bound  in  gratitude,  as  well 
declare,  "  that  he  could  not  sit  to  be  confront-  as  justice,  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to 
ed  with  such  accusers,  nor  suffer  a  judicial  have  consented  to  be  examined  on  oath.  That 
inquiry  into  his  conduct  at  the  board  of  which  not  having  done  so,  and  having  been  support* 
he  was  president ;  and  declared  the  meeting  ed  and  abetted  in  his  refusal  by  the  said  War- 
of  the  board  dissolved."  That  the  board  ren  Hastings  himself,  whose  character  and 
eotttinued  to  sit  and  examine  witnesses,  ser^  booour  were  immediately  at  stake,  the  whole 
Tants  of  the  phousdar,  on  oath  and  written  of  the  evidence  for  the  truth  of  the  charge 
evidoioe,  being  letters  imder  the  hand  and  remains  unanswered,  and  in  full  force  against 
aeel  of  the  ph^sdar,  all  directly  tending  to  the  said  Warren  Haslmgs,  who  on  this  ooca- 
prove  the  charge ;  viz.  Si.t  out  of  the  salary  sion  recurred  to  the  declaration  he  had  b»- 
of  seventy-two  thousand  rupees  a  year  paid  ibre  made  to  the  directors,  viz.  "  that  be 
by  tlie  company,  the  said  phousdar  received  *  would  most  fully  and  liberally  explain  every 
Irat  thirty-two  Uiousand,  and  that  the  remain-  circumstance  of  his  conduct,"  but  has  never 
der  was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Hast-  since  that  time  given  the  directors  any  expla- 
ings  and  his  banyan.  That  the  phousdar,  nation  whatsoever  of  his  said  conduct.  And 
though  repeatedly  ordered  to  attend  the  Anally,  that  when  the  court  c^  directors,  in 
board,  did,  under  various  pretences,  decline  January,  1776,  referred  the  question  (conceni- 
-attending,  until  the  19th  of  May,  when  the  ing  the  legality  of  the  power  assumed,  and 
letters  stated  to  be  his,  that  is,  under  his  hand  repeatedly  exercised  by  the  said  Warren 
and  seal,  being  shown  to  him,  it  was  proposed  Hastings,  of  dissolving  the  council  at  hia 
by  a  member  of  the  board,  that  he  shouM  be  pleasure)  to  the  late  Charles  Sayer,  theo 
asked,  whether  he  had  any  objectitm  to  swear  standing  council  of  the  East  India  company, 
to  the  truth  of  such  answers  as  he  might  the  said  Charles  Sayer,  declared  his  opinion 
make  to  the  questions  proposed  by  the  board,  in  favour  of  the  power ;  but  concerning  the 
That  tlie  said  Warren  Hastings  objected  to  use  and  exercise  of  it  in  cases  stated,  did  de- 
his  being  put  on  oath.  That  lite  question  was  clare  his  opinion  in  the  following  words  :  "  I 
nevertheless  put  to  him  in  consequence  of  a  believe  he,  Warren  Hastings,  is  the  first  go* 
resolution  of  the  board.  That  he6rst  doclined*  Temour  that  ever  dissolved  a  council  inquir- 
to  swear,  under  pretence  that  it  toa«  a  matter  ing  into  his  behaviour,  when  he  was  inno- 
qf  aeriouM  oontequenee  to  Ma  ckarnettr  to  tak%  cent."  Before  he  could  summon  three  coun- 
on  ooik ;  and,  when  it  was  finally  left  to  his  oils  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time  fully  to 
option,  he  declared,  "mean  people  might  consider  what  would  be  the  result  of  such  con* 
■wear,  but  thst  his  character  would  not  allow  duct,  to  convince  tvtry  body  htyond  a  doubt  of 
him ;  that  he  could  not  swear,  and  had  rather  hi$  ponadouM  gviU. 

ai^ject  himself  to  a  loss."     That  the  evi-  That  by  a  resolution  of  a  majority  of  tiM 

dence  in  support  of  the  charge  being  on  oath  council,  constituting  a  lawful  act  of  the  govcr- 

was  in  this  manner  lefl  uncontradictad ;  that  it  nour-general  and  council,  the  said  Kh&n  Jehan 

was  admitted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  Kh&n  was  dismissed  from  the  office  of  phooa- 

tiiat  neither  Mussulmen  or  Hindoos  are  for-  dar  of  Houghly  for  a  contempt  of  the  autho- 

bidden  by  the  precepts  of  tlieir  religion  to  rity  of  the  board.    That,  within  a  few  weeks 

«wear.     That  it  is  not  true,  as  the  said  War-  aAer  the  death  of  the  late  Colonel  Monson, 

ten  Hastings  asserted,  that  it  was  repugnant  the  number  of  the  council  being  then  even. 
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tad  ftl!  4|ii«tioiis  bemg  Uien  dvtMnioed  by  by  the  wiid  Warren  HttUngs,  that  ho  hftd  ao- 
tfao  gcTernoiir-geiierai^s  casting  voice,  the  tually  depoMted  tbe  sum  aboT«  meotioned 
•aid  Warren  Uaitinga  did  move,  and  carrj  it  in  tbe  handc  of  tbe  oompany's  flub-tre»urer 
in  council,  tbat  tbe  said  Kh&n  J^ban  Kbftn  for  tbeir  ssrrice,  it  doea  not  appear,  tliat "  ar.y 
should  be  restored  to  his  office;  ai|d  tbat  r^  entry  whatsoever  of  tbat,  or  any  other  pay- 
/Sloration  not  having  been  preceded,  accknapa-  menl  by  the  govern^Hir-general,  was  made  in 
nied,  or  followed,  by  any  explanation  or  d^  the  treasury  accounts,  at  c^  about  tbe  time ;" 
fence  whatsoever,  or  even  by  a  denial  of  the  nor  is  there  any  tiaoe,  in  the  company's 
speciSc  and  circumstantial  charge  of  coUih  books,  of  its  being  actiMlly  paid  into  their 
sion  with  the  said  Khftn  Jeban  KhLt,  has  oon^    treasury. 

ftmed  the  truth  of  tbe  said  charge.  It  appears,  then,  by  the  confession  of  the 

I'hat,  besides  tbe  sums  charged  to  have  been  said  Warren  Hastings,  that  this  money  wta 
paid  to  tbe  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  said  received  by  him ;  but  it  doea  not  appear  thai 
Nundcomar,  and  Munny  Begum,  and  Khftn  be  has  oonverled  it  to  the  property  and  use  of 
Jeban  Kh&n,  and  besides  the  sum  of  1 10,00(M.,     the  company.  ^ 

alreaily  mentioned  to  have  been  accepted  with-        That  in  a  letter  firom  the  said  Warren 
oat  bcaitation  by  him  as  a  present  <»  the  part    Hastings  to  the  said  court  of  directors,  dated 
of  the  nabob  of  Oude  and  that  of  his  minis-    tbe  S2d  of  May,  178t,  but  not  despatched,  as 
tars,  the  circumstances  of  which  have  been    it  might  and  ought  to  have  been  at  that  time, 
particularly  reported  to  tbe  house  of  commons,  .  but  detained  and  kept  back  by  the  said  War- 
it  appears  by  the  copfiassion  of  the  said  War-    ren  Hastings  tilt  the  l$th  of  December  ibl- 
len  Hastings,  tbat  be  has,  at  different  times     lowing,  he  hu  confessed  the  receipt  of  various 
since  the  promulgation  of  the  act  of  I77S,  r^    other  suma,  amounting  (with  that  which  he 
oeived  various  other  sums,  contrary  to  the    accepted  ftom  tbe  nabob  of  Oude)  to  nearly 
eipreos  prohibition  of  the  said  act,  and  his    80O,O0CM.,  which  sums  he  affirmed  haA  been 
own  declared  sense  of  tbe  evident  intent  and    converted  to  the  company'a  property  tbrovgh 
obligation  thereof.     That  in  the  month  of    his  means,  but   without   discovering   from 
Jane,  1780,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  made     vriiom,  or  on  what  account,  be  received  the 
to  the  council,  what  he  called  "  a  very  unu-    same.    That,  instead  of  converting  this  mo- 
Boal  tender,  by  <^ering  to  exonerate  the  conn    ney  to  the  CMnpany^s  property,  as  he  affirm- 
pany  from  tbe  oipenso  of  a  particular  mear    ed  be  had  done,  it  appears  that  be  had  lent 
sure,  and  to  take  it  itjMm  kimMlf;  declaring    the  greater  part  of  it  to  the  covtpany  upon 
tbat  he  had  already  deposited  two  lacks  ^    bonds  bearing  interest,  which  bonds  were  div 
rupees  (or  twenty-three  thousand  pounds)  in    manded  ar^d  received  by  him,  and,  for  aught 
the  bands  of  the  company's  sub-treasurer  for    tbat  yet  I4>pears,  have  never  been  given  up  or 
tbat  service."    That  in  a  subsequent  letter,     cancelled.     That   for  another   conniderable 
dated  the  29th  of  November,  1780,  he  infenn-    part  ot  tb^  above  mentioned  sum  he  has  taken 
cd  tbe  court  of  directors,  that  "  this  money,    credit  to  himself,  as  for  a  deposit  of  his  own 
by  whatever  means  it  came  into  their  poe-    property,  and  therefore  demandable  by  him 
session,  wot  not  hU  own ;"  but  he  did  not    out  of  the  company's  treasury  at  his  discro* 
then,  nor  has  he  at  any  time  since,  made    tion.    That  ail  sums  so  lent  or  deposited 
known  to  the  court  of  directors  from  whom,     are  not  alienated  from  the  person  wlw  lendn 
or  on  what  account,  be  received  that  money,     or  depoeits  tiie  same ;  conseqaent!y«  that  the 
as  it  was  his  duty  to  have  done  in  the  fint    declaration  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hast^ 
instance ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  said  direo-    ings,  tbat  he  bad  converted  tbe  whole  of  these 
tors  signified  to  him  their  expectation  tbat  he    sums  to  the  company^   property,  was   not 
should  communicate  to  them  **  immediate  in-    true ;   nor  vould  such  a  transfer,  if  it  had 
formation  of  the  channel  by  which  tbi%money     really  been  made,  have  justified  the  said  Wai^ 
came  into  his  possession,  with  a  complete  iU    ren  Hastings  m  originally  receiving  tbe  um^ 
hiatration  of  the  cause  or  causes  of  so  extraor-    ney ;  which,  being  in  the  first  instance  cmi- 
dinary  an  event :"  but,  from  evidence  examined    trary  to  law,  eonM  not  be  rendered  legal  by 
in  England,  it  has  been  discovered  that  this    any  sobsequeat  disposition   <Mr   application 
money  was  received  by  the  said  Warren  Hast-     :i»ertof ;  much  less  wouU  it  have  justified  the 
ius,  from  Cheyt  Sing,  tbe  rajah  of  Benares,     i4Lid  Warren  Hastings  in  delaying  to  make  a 
who  was  soon  after  dkposscssed  of  all  bis     9  diaoovery<  of  these  transactions  to  the  court 
property,  and  driven  frum  Iiis  country  and    of  directors,  until  he  bad  heard  ioi  tbe  inqui- 
government  by  tbe  said  W  jrren  Hastings.         ri««  then  begun,  and  proceeding  in  parliament ; 
That  notwithstanding  the  declaration  madn    ia  finally  making  adisoovsry,  such  as  it  ii, 
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in  temw  the  bmmC  iotrktto,  ofannre,  mud  eon-  qoiij  iato  the  miioondtiet  of  any  poraoii,  in 

tndictorj.    Thtt,  instead  of  that  full  aad  whom  pecunkry  trust  is  repoeod.     That  the 

clear  exptanatioM  of  kb  3oiidiiot,  which  the  said   Warrea  Hastings,  in  his  letter  abore 

cowt  of  directors  demanded,  and  which  the  mentioned,  has  made  a  declaration   to  the 

said  Warren  Hastings  was  bound  to  give  court  of  directors  in  the  following  terms: 

them,  he  has  oonteated  himself  with  telling  **  Having  had  occasion  to  disburse  from  ray 

the  said  dtreciort,  thai  "  if  this  aaauer  was  to  own  cash  many  sums,  which,  though  required 

be  exposed   to  the  view  of  the  public,  his  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  sta- 

reasons  for  acting  as  ha  bad  done  might  Anv  tion,  I  haTe  hitherto  omitted  to  enter  in  mj 

nish  a  variety  of  conjectures,  to  ySudk  it  pubUc  aoeounts,  and  my  own  fortune  being 

would  be  of  iittla  use  to  reply.    That  he  unequal  to  so  heayy  a  cburge,  I  have  resolvo 

either  choee  to  conceal  the  fogst  receipts  fiom  ed  to  reimburse  myself  in  a  mode  the  moat 

public  cariosity  by  receiving  bonds  for   the  suitable  to  the  situation  of  your  aliairs,  by 

amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  any  stodied  charging  the  same  in  mj  durbar  accounts  of 

design,  which  his  memory  could  at  that  din-  the  present  year,  and  crediting  them  by  a  som 

tanoe  of  time  vefii^ ;  and  that  he  eouid  have  priwttefy  recehwd,  and  appropriated  to  yow 

eoncealed  them  from  their  eye  and  that  of  the  service  in  the  same  manner  with  other  sums 

public   for  ever."    That  the  discovery,  as  received  on  account  of  the  honourable  compa^ 

for  as  it  goes,  estaUiahes  the  guilt  of  the  said  ny,  and  already  carried  to  their  account." 

Warren  Hastings  in  taking  money  against  That,  at  the  time  of  writing  this  letter,  the 

law,  but  4»es  not  wwvant  aoonchision  that  he  said  Warren  Hastings  had  been  in  posoe»- 

has  disooveiW  «U  that  he  may  have  taken,  sion  of  the  government  of  Fort  William 

That,  on  the  ooainry,  soeh  diseovery  not  be-  about  twelve  years,  with  a  clear  salary,  or 

ing  made  in  pmper  tiuM,  and  when  made  b»-  avowed  emoluments,  at  no  time  less  than 

ing  imperfoet,  pasplexod,  and  wholly  nnsatta-  twenty-five  thousand  pounds  sterling  a  year, 

fo^ory,  leads  t»  a  just  and  reasonable  pre-  exclusive  of  which  all  the  principal  expensee 

sumption,  that  other  focts  of  fhe^same  nature  of  his  residence  were  paid  for  by  the  eompup 

have  been  concealed,  since  those,  which  he  ny.     That  if  the  services  mentioned  by  him 

has  oonfesBsd,  might  have  been  for  ever ;  and  were  required  to  enable  him  to  execute  the 

that  this  partiid  cimfossion  was  either  extorted  duties  of  his  station,  he  ought  not  to  havn 

from  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  dread  omitted  to  enter  them  in  his  public  aecounta 

of  detection,  or  made  with  a  view  of  removing  at  the  times  when  the  expenses  were  incurred, 

suspicion,  and  prsventing  any  further  inquiry  That  if  it  was  true,  as  he  affirms,  that  when, 

into  his  conduct.  he  Arst  engaged  in  these  expenses  he  had  no 

That  the  said  Warren  HastingB,  in  a  letter  intention  to  carry  them  to  the  account  of  the 

to  the  court  of  direeters,  dated  31st  of  Febra*  company,  there  was  no  subsequent  change  in 

ary,  1784,  has  oonfossed  bis  having  prioah^  his  situation  which  could  justify  bis  departing 

netimd  another  sum  of  money,  the  amount  from  that  intention.    That  if  his  own  fortune 

ef  which  he  has  not  declared,  but  which,  in  the  year  1764  was  unequal  to  so  heavy  n 

from  the  application  he  says  he  has  made  of  charge,  the  state  of  his  fortune  at  any  earlier 

it,  could  not  be  less  than  thirty>fenr  thousand  period  most  have  been  still  more  unequal  to 

pounds  sterling.    That  he  hw  not  informed  so  heavy  a  charge.    That  the  foct  so  asserted 

the  directors  fi^m  whom  he  received  this  mo-  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  leads  directly  1o 

ney,  at  what  time,  nor  on  what  aooount;  but,  an  inference  palpably  folse  and  absurd,  vis. 

on  the  contrary,  has  attempted  to  justify  the  that  the  longer  a  govemoui^generai  hokls  that 

leceipt  of  it,  which  was  illegal,  by  the  appK-  lucrative  office,  the  poorer  he  most  become, 

nation  of  it,  which  was  nnauthorized  and  un-  That  neither  would  the  assertion,  if  it  were 

warran^i>le,  and  which,  if  admitted  as  a  reason  true,  ner  the  inference,  if  it  wore  admitted, 

for  receiving  money  jmctcfy,  wooM  coasti-  justify  the  conduct  avowed  by  the  said  Wnr- 

tute  a  precedMt  of  the  most  dangerous  na*  ren  Hastings,  in  resolving  to  reimburse  hin- 

tnre  to  the  company's  servior.    That  in  at-  seir  out  of  the  company's  property  wit)K>vt 

tempting  to  justify  the  receipt  and  application  their  consent  or  knowledge.    That  the  ato- 

of  the  said  money,  he  has  endeavoured  to  e»-  count  transmitted  in  this  letter  is  styled  hy 

tabUsh  principles  of  condhiet  in  a  govemeur,  himself  an  a^grtgaU  ef  a  contiingent  aoeoamf 

which  tend  to  subvert  all  order  and  regularity  tftwdveytara.    That  all  contingent  accoimta 

in  the  conduct ^of  public  business;  to  enooor-  shouM  be  submitted  to  those  who  ought    to 

age  and  focilitate  fraud  and  oonuption  in  all  have  an  official  control  over  them,  at  annrkai 

effioes  of  pecuuify  trast,aid  to  defeat «H  in-  orother  shorter  periods,  in  order  that  the  ex« 
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peoM  abreadj  ineaned  mmy  be  dwcked  And  frouBd  of  argument  itated  to  ihow  that  it 

•msiiMd  and  similar  expenses,  if  disapproved  might  be  credible,  that  any  native  of  India 

cCf  may  be  prohibited  in  time ;  that,  after  a  had  voluntarily  and  gratuitously  given  money 

veiy  long  period  is  elapsed,  all  check  and  con-  privately  to  ihe  said  Warren  Hastings,  that 

trot  over  such  expensea    is  impracticable ;  is,  without  some  prospect  of  a  benefit  in  ro- 

aad,  if  it  were  practicable  in  the  present  in-  turn,  or  some  dread  of  his  resentment  if  ha 

stance,  would  be  oompleioly  useless,  since  the  refiised.    That  is  not  a  thing  to  be  believed, 

■sid  Warren  Hastings,  without  waiting  for  that  any  native  would  give  large  sums  pri- 

the  consent  of  tho  directors,  did  reaolve  to  re-  vately  to  a  govemour,  which  be  refiised  to 

imbune  kimadf.    That  the  conduct  of  the  give  or  lend  publicly  to  government,  unless 

said  Warren  Hastings  in  withholding  these  it  were  to  derive  some  adequate  secret  advaa- 

atfoounts  for  twelve  years  together,  and  then  tage  fi-om  the  favour,  or  to  avoid  some  mis- 

•Molving  to  reimUurse  himself  without  the  chief  from  the  enmity,  of  such  govemour. 

eonsent  of  his  employers,  has  been  fiaudulent  That  the  late  confessions  made  by  the  said 

in  the  first  instance,  and  in  the  second  amounts  Warren  Hastings  of  money  received  against 

so  a  denial  and  mockery  of  the  authority  law  are  no  proof  that  be  did  not  originally 

placed  over  Jiim  by  law ;  and  that  he  has  intend  to  appropriate  tne  same  to  his  own  uaa 


thereby  set  a  dangerous  example  to  his  sufr>  such  confessions  having  been  made  at  a  sua- 
eessors,  and  to  every  man  in  trust  or  office  picious  moment,  when,  and  not  before  be  was 
under  li^m.  That  the  mode  in  which  he  has  i4)prized  of  the  inquiries  commenced  in  the 
reimbursed  himself,  is  a  crime  of  a  much  hoiise  of  oonmons,  and  when  a  dread  of  Iha 
kigfaer  order,  and  greatly  aggravates  whatever  consequence  of  those  inquiries  might  act  v^ 
was  already  criminal  in  the  other  parts  of  this  on  his  mind ;  that  such  oonfesaions,  firom  the 
transaction.  That  the  said  W^arren  Hastings,  the  obscure,  intricato,  and  contradictory  man- 
in  declaring  that  he  should  reimburse  himself  ner  in  which  they  are  made,  imply  guilt  in 
by  crediting  the  cooopany  by  a  nan  priwOtfy  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  for  as  they  go ; 
rseeiwd,  has  acknowledged  himself  guilty  cif  that  they  do  not  fiimiah  any  colour  i^  reason 
an  illegal  act  in  receiving  money  prwaUfyi  to  conclude  that  he  has  confessed  all  the  mo- 
Tfaat  be  has  suppressed  or  wilhhekl  every  par-  ney  which  he  may  have  corruptly  received, 
tieular,  which  could  throw  any  light  on  a  coo-  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  warrant  a  juat 
duct  so  suspicious  in  a  govemour,  as  the  pri*  and  reasonable  presumption,  that  in  discover- 
vote  receipt  of  money.  That  the  general  ing  some  part  of  the  brftes  he  had  received,  he 
tonfession  of  the  private  receipt  of  a  large  hc^ed  to  lull  suspicioa,  and  thereby  ocmceal 
sum  in  gross,  in  whidi  no  circumstance  of  and  secure  the  rest. 

time,  place,  occasion,  or  person,  nor  even  the        That  the  court  of  directors,  when  the  for* 

amount,  is  specified,  tends  to  cover  or  protect  mer  accounts  of  these  transactions  came  b»* 

any  act  of  the  same  naturo  (as  for  as  a  gene-  fore  them,  did  show  an  evident  disposition  not 

ral  confession  can  protect  such  acts)  which  to  oensure  the  said  Wairen  ijaatings,  but  to 

may  be  detected  hereafter,  and  which  in  ff^ci  give  the  most  fevourable  ooostruction  to  bin 

may  not  make  part  of  the  gross  sum  sc  con-  conduct ;  that  nevertheless  they  found  them* 

fessed,  and  that  it  tends  to  perplex  and  d»*  selves  obliged  "  to  boofess  that  the  statement 

feat  all  inquiry  into  such  practices.    That  the  of  those  transM^ions  appeared  to  them  in  rmf 

said  Warren  Hastings,  in  stating  to  the  direo-  ny  parte  sp  unimUUigibUf  that  they  felt  them- 

tors  tliat  he  has  resolved  to  reimburse  him-  selves  under  the  necessity  of  calling  on  the 

silf  in  a  made  most  tmtaUa  to  du  nluation  of  goveraour^general  for  an  explanation,  agree- 

Vtdr  qff^airtf  viz.  by  receiving  money  privately  ably  to   his    promise  voluntarily  made    to 

against  law,  has  steted  a  presumption  highly  them." 

injurious  to  the  integrity  of  the  said  directors;        That  their  leUer,  containing  this  requisi- 

riz.  that  they  will  not  object  to,  or  even  in-  tion,  was  received  in  Bengal  in  the  month  of 

quire  into  any  extraordinary  expenses,  incur-  August,  1784,  and  that  the  said  Wanen  Hast- 

red  and  charged  by  their  govemoura  in  India,  ings  did  no<  embark  for  England  until  the  Sd 

provided  such  expenses  are  roimbursed   by  of  February,  1786,  but  made  no  reply  to  that 

money  privately  and  illegally  received.    That  letter  before  his  departure,  owing,  as  he  has 

he  has  not  explained  what  that  situation  of  since  said,  to  a  varitty  of  other  more  import 

their  aAirs  was,  or  couM  be,  to  which  so  lonl  eccvpolions.    That,  under  pretence  of 

dangerous   and  corrupt  a  principle  was  or  such  occupations,  he  neglected  Jto  transmit  to 

might  be  applied.    That  no  evidence  has  been  the  court  of  directors  a  copy  of  a  paper, 

produced  to  prove  that  it  was  true,  nor  any  which,  he  says,  contained  the  enfy  account  he 
Vol.  III.— 12,  v 
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«TOT  kept  of  the  taMtotm.    That  Mwh  m    ladead,  dadtretf  tkal  Us  nottf*  for  UmSSng 
r,  ora  oopy  of  it,  mi^  bave  been  tnae-     to  the  oompaoy,  or  4epoeLtiiig  in  thoir  tx«ft> 


maitiad  wiUioat  ioterrttpuni^  other  important     eury  in  hie  own  name,  money,  whiob  he  haa, 
Qooupationa,  if  any  coold  be  more  important     in  other  places,  declared  to  be  their  properly, 


iban  thnt  of  giving  a  clear  and  aatiilactory     was  to  avoid  oatenutioa,  and  that  UntHM^ 
nnswer  to  tlM  requisition  of  the  directors,     the  money  was  th$  Uatt  UMt  to  r^fitetiani 


That,  since  bis  arrival  in  England,  be  has  yet,  when  he  has  stated  iheso  and  other 

writtMi «  letter  to  the  chairman  of  that  court,  jecturai  motives  (or  his  coadact,  bo  declares 

proleosedly  in  answer  to  their  letter  above  As  wUl  not  affimh  thntgh  As  tt^Hn^  |MrmW* 

Hsntioned,  but  in  lact  giving  no  explanation  ed,  tkmt  ikon  wen  ku  aentimmu  en  Ibt  eses- 

«r  aatia&etionwbatsoever  en  the  points  which  sioa.     That  of  one  thing  only  tbesaid  War* 

«iisy  bad  declared  to  be  unintelligible.    That  ren  Hastings  declares  he  is  cerfain;  vnu 

the  tmni  of  bis  letter  are  ambiguous  and  ob-  "  That  it  was  his  design  originally  to  bava 

•owe,  such  as  m  guilty  man  might  have  re-  rnneeaUd  the  receipt  oTall  tlM  sums  mroiyt 

nnuras  to,  in  order  to  oovor  hu  guik,  but  the  second,  even  from  the  knowledge  of  the 

■neb  as  no  innoeent  man,  from  whom  nothing  court  of  directors ;  but  that  when  fortune 

'was  requirsd  bat  to  clear  his  innoosnce,  by  •  threw  a  sum  in  bis  way  of  a  magnitnde  which 

firing  plain  answers  to  plain  qoestione,  oouU  esaUnot  6t  cDwaabd,  and  the  peculiar  daU* 

possibly  bav<e  made  nse  et    That  inbis  let>  eacy  of  his  situation  at  the  tiaM  in  whioh  he 

tor  sf  Uw  Uth  of  July,  17tf  he  says,  '<  that  had  received  it  made  him  more  circumspect  ef 

he  ba3  been  kindly  apprized,  that  the  infor-  appearances,  he  eAoar  toapprisa  his  erafJoyita 

matioarsquhpedasabove«saiy«<ss!ps6tod>oni  of  iu"    That  the  said  Warren  Hastingi  in. 

Aim.*  that  the  aubsaisBion  which  bis  respect  finos  the  directors  that  he  had  endorsed  the 

muld  have  eajoined  him  to  pay  to  tiw  con"  bonds  taken  by  him  for  money  belonging  to 

aand  intpeeed  ea  him,  «o«s  Uat  Is  Ai«  rteU"  the  company,  and  lent  by  him  to  the  compa- 

Isotasn,  perhapa  from  the  stronger  impressiaa,  ayi  m  srtio' to  gwerrf  ^ainal  lAsir  ^tessMif 

which  the  ftrvt  and  distant  perusal  of  it  had  a  dmm  on  tAs  tampony^  of  a  part  «t  Ais 

left  oa  bis  adad,  that  it  was  rather  intanded  sitaes,  tn  cAc  cvsnl  ^f  kudatdh;  but  ha  hna 

an  a  reprebsesioa  for  something  which  had  aot  aiirmed,  nor  does  it  any  where  appear, 

fivea  effea^  in  his  report  ef  the  orig biaJ  that  he  has  surrendered  the  said  bonds,  as  ha 

tranaactioa,  than  as  axproaaive  of  any  want  of  ought  to  have  done.    That  the  said  Wctfven 

m  Inrcher  elucidatioa  ef  It,**  Hastings,  in  affirming  that  he  had  not  time 

That  the  aaid  Wairen  Hastings,  in  affects  to  answer  the  questions  put  to  him  by  the  di* 

ing  to  doubt  whether  the  information  ezpreas*  rectors,  while  he  was    in  BengAl--4n    not 

hf  required  of  him  by  bis  employers  was  ez«  bringing  with  him  to  England  the  documents 

pected  or  not,  has  endeavoured  to  justify  a  neceesary  to  enable  him   to  answer  those 

criminal  delay  and  evasion    in   giving  it.  questions,  or  in  pretending  that  he  has  not 

That,  oonsidtf  ing  the  unportance  of  the  aul^  brought  theia— in  referring  the  directors  back 

ject,  and  the  recent  dato  of  the  command,  it  again  to  Bengal  for  thoee  documonts,  and  for 

is  not  poesible  fAol  it  could  he  fotf  to  Aas  re-  any  further  inibrinatioo,  oa  a  subject  on  which 

•silsBlien ;  much  less  is  it  possible  that  he  he  has  given  them  no  information,  and  partica* 

aoahl  have  understood  the  specific  denaad  of  larly  in  rcforring  them  back  to  a  person  ia 

an  answer  to  apecific  questioas  to  be  intended  Bengal  for  a  paper,  which,  he  says,  oontaiawd 

•aly  as  a  reprehension  for  a  formeroffbnoe;  vis.  the  onlf  account  be  ever  kept  of  the  tmnsa^ 

the  ofibnoe  of  withholding  from  the  directors  tioa,  while  he  himself  profeeses  to  doubt  wlm> 

that  very  explanatioa  which  he  ought  to  have  ther  the  paper  be  etiU  m  hemgf  whether  U 

given  in  the  first  instance.  That  the  said  Wai^  As  m  lAt  Aor^  of  that  person,  or  whether 

ren  Hastings,  in  his  answer  to  the  said  ques-  that  person  can  reeoUeot  any  tUng-  ditlmeti^ 

tiens,  cautiously  avoids  affirming  or  denying  doncsming  it— 4ias  been  gniltf  of  gross  eva- 

any  thmg  in  clear  poeitive  terms,  and  profesess  sions,  and  palpable  prevarication  and  docoit. 


to  recollect  nothing  with  absolute  certamty.  as  well  as  of  coatumar.y  ami  disobedience  to 

That  he  has  not,  even  now,  inforroed  the  d^  the  lawAil  ordera  of  the  court  of  directora; 

reciora  of  the  name  of  say  oae  person,  from  and  thereby  confirmod  all  theformcr  evidenee 

whom  any  part  of  the  moaey  in  question  was  of  hk  having  constantly  used  the  influence  of 

received,  nor  what  was  the  naotive  of  any  oae  hii  station  for  thenmst  seanc*alous,  itlegal,aBd 

nerasa  frar  giving  tha  ■amsw    That  he  has,  oonupt  purposes. 
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I«l 


n.  ^mnmnAviom  or  tbi 

•oTMiivovm-«sirBaAb. 


That  W«rr«n  HMtinp  haTwg,  V7  hk 
agent,  LaneliHn  MaektM,  Esquire,  on  tlw 
lOth  day  of  October,  in  the  jmt  1776,  "n«>. 
w&eA  to  tho  eoMrt  of  diroetora  bis  desiro  tor^ 
ngtt  his  odMO  of  fovemoiir^eaoml  of  Bso* 
gal,  and  roqnoslsd  tbeir  nominalion  of  a  sn^ 
eesBoor  to  tkofwaacy,  which  would  be  thsre- 
^  ooeasioJMd  m  the  supreoM  oooncili"  the 
eoert  of  diroetors  did  thertupon  desirs  the 
laid  Laochlin  Maole8iie"to  inform  Ihsn of 
Ihe  authorhy  ondor  which  headed  in  a  pent 
of  soch  vecy  great  iBportanoe  f*  and  the  said 
Lanchlin  Macteane  "siffaiiying  Ihsreufos 
Us  readinesa  to  gife  the  eonrt  every  pooaible 
satiifhetioQ  on  thai  sob^,  bat  the  powers 
with  which  he  was  inCrtisted  by  the  papsre  i^ 
Ms  custody,  being  mixed  with  other  naattefa 
ef  a  wrtare  extiemely  eonfidsntial,  he  wonld 
sobmit  the  saiM  to  the  ioapeetion  of  mj 
three  of  the  menbers  of  tho  eourt,"  the  said 
court  of  directors  empowered  die  dmimmB, 
dopoty  efaairmaa,  and  Richard  Bedher,  Es- 
qncre,  to  laspeet  the  authorities,  powers,  ami 
directions,  with  which  Mr.  fiiaeieane  was 
ftmiished  by  Mr.  Hastings,  to  maJM  the  pre- 
position ooMained  in  his  letter  ef  the  lOlh 
October,  1776,  and  to  lepoit  their  opinion 
thereon.  And  the  said  eoonaitteedid  noconl- 
iBg(y,  on  the  SSd  of  the  said  month,  report, 
'*  that,  having  conferred  with  Mr.  Macieane 
on  the  subject  of  his  letter  presented  to  the 
court  the  Ilth  instant,  they  found,  that,  from 
the  purport  of  Mr.  Hastings's  instructions, 
contained  in  a  paper  in  his  own  hand-writing 
giwa  to  Mr.  Manleane,  and  prodoeed  by  him 
10  tbem,  Mr.  Hastings  declared  he  would  not 
continue  in  the  goremraent  of  Bengal,  nnlees 
certain  conditions,  therein  specified,  could  be 
obtained,  of  which  they  saw  no  profaafaility ; 
and  Mr.  George  Yansittart  had  deetared  to 
fhem,  that  he  was  preaent  when  these  instruo* 
{kms  were  given  to  Mr.  Macieane,  and  when 
Mr.  Hastings  empowered  Mr.  Macieane  to 
declare  his  resignation  to  the  said  onort;  that 
Mr.  Stewart  had  lihewise  confirmed  to  them 
that  Mr.  Hastings  deelared  to  him,  that  he 
h«i  given  directions  to  the  abovf  purpoae  by 
Mr.  Macieane.'* 

And  the  court  of  directete,  having  feoeived 
from  the  said  report  due  saisAotion  respeel^ 
ing  the  authority  vested  in  the  said  Lanchlin 
Macieane  to  propose  the  aaid  resignatian  ol 
the  oflice  uf  govemoor-gensral  of  Bengal,  did 
unanimously  reecdve  lo  aooept  the  same ;  and 
did  also,  under  powen  veHad  aa  the  aaai 


bytheaetoftheUlli  year  of  Ua  pre- 
aent  majesty,  nominate  and  appoint  Edward 
Wholer,  Esquire,  to  aneoeed  to  the  oflke  in 
the  council  of  Fort  WUltmn  in  Bengal.which 
will  beoome  vaoant  by  the  aaid  reaignition, 
if  such  nomination  ahall  be  approved  by  his 
amjeaty:"  which  nomination  and  appoint- 
ment was  aAerwaids,  in  due  form,  approved 
andeonfimMd  by  his  m^jes^. 

That  the  court  of  directors  did,  by  a  peau' 
script  to  thsir  gensral  leHer,  dated  26th  Oct». 
her,  1 776,  aoquaint  the  fovenMNir^eneiml  and 
eoundl  at  Calcutta  ef  their  aoeeptaace  of  the 
aaid  reeignatioo,  ef  their  appointmeBt  of  Ed- 
ward Whaler,  Esquire,  to  fill  the  mid  vacan- 
cy, and  of  his  majeaiy'a  approbation  of  the 
aaid  appointmenti  together  with  the  frounda 
ef  their  aaid  proeeedings ;  and  did  tranamit  lo 
the  eaid  gevsnour  f  snsral  and  oooncii 
«r  the  aaid  instnmMnis  of 


It 


TImt  the  said  deapatchea  ftum  the  eeurt  of 
difUBtore  urere  reoetred  at  Celoulla,  and  vmra 
read  ineemml  on  tlw  19th  day  ef  June,  in 
the  yaer  1777;  and  that  Wmren  Haatinfi,  Ee» 
^aire,  having  taken  no  steps  to  yield  ihe  fo- 
vemment  lo  his  suoosasaur,  Geneml  Claver- 
ing,  and  having  observed  a  ptofound  silence 
OB  the  subject  of  the  said  desputobee,  he,  the 
said  Geneml  Clavering,did,  on  the  neit  day, 
being  the  20th  of  June,  by  a  letter  nddresMd 
to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  rsquire  him  to 
snrvendrr  the  beys  of  Fort  William  and  of 
Ihe  company's  treasuriea ;  but  the  said  Wai^ 
ran  Hastings  did  positively  refiise  to  comply 
with  the  aaid  requisition,  "  denying  that  hia 
ol&ce  was  vaoaled,  and  dedariag  hia  resolution 
to  aaaert  and  maiataia  Us  mi£onty  by  every 
legal  menna." 

That  the  said  Geneml  Ckvering,  ooaoaiv- 
Ing  that  the  oflice  of  govemour-general 
catod  by  the  arrival  of  the  said 
which  nequaiuted  the  council  general  ef  the 
PBsi^mtion  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and 
the  appointment  of  the  said  Edward  Whelsr 
Esquire,  and  that  he,  the  aaid  General  Cln- 
vering,  had  in  consequence  thereof  legally 
auoeeeded,  under  the  provisions  ef  the  act  of 
the  IStb  year  of  hia  preaent  mi^ieety's  reign, 
la  UMfsaid  office  efgovemour-general,  baceaae 
vaoant  in  the  mnnner  aforemid,  did,  in  virtue 
thereof,  iesue  in  his  own  naine  summonses  to 
Bichaid  Barwell,  Esquire,  and  Philip  Fran- 

,  Esquire,  membera  of  the  comM»l,  to  at- 
tlie  saaM;  and  in  the  preeenoe  of  the 
PhiUp  Fnnois,  Esquire,  who  obeyed 
the  said  summona,  did  take  the  oaths  as  go- 
ganeml.  and  did  sit  and  prasida  in 
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cooiicll  as  goTernoQr-f«iienil ;  and  prepared  aatlioritf  thtrein  in  virtue  of  their  oAoea,  or 

■everal  acts  and  resolutions  in  the  said  capa-  as  a  court  of  justice,  but  were  consulted,  and 

city  of  gofemour-general,  and  did  amongst  interposed  their  advice  only  as  individuals,  by 

other  things,  prepare  a  proclamation  to  be  made  the  voluntary  reference  of  the  parties  in  the 

of  his  said  succession  to  the  government,  and  laid  dispute.     And  the  said  Warren  Host- 

of  its  commencing  from  the  date  of  the  said  ings,  by  his  declaration  entered  in  minutes  of 

proclamation;  but  did  not  carry  any  of  the  acta  council,   "that  it  was  his  determination  to 

or  resolutions  so  prepared  into  execution.  abide  fay  the  opinion  of  the  judges,"  and  by 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  not*  the  measures  he  had   previously  Uken  as 

withstanding  thereof,  and  in  pursuance  of  his  aforesaid  to  enforce  the  sane  by  arms,  did 

resolution  to  assert  and  maintain  his  authori-  risk  all   the  dangerous  consequences  above 

ty,  illegally  and   unjustifiably  summon   the  mentioned ;  which  must  have  taken  place,  if 

council  to  meet  in  another  department,  and  the  said  General  Clavering  and  Philip  Frao- 

did  sit  and  preside  therein,  apart  from  the  said  eis,  Esquhre,  had  not  been  more  tender  of  the 

General  Clavering  and  his  council;  and  in  public  interests,  and  less  tenacious  of  their 

conjunctioo  with  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  own  rights,  and  had  persisted  in  their  claim, 

who  concurred  therein,  issued  sundry  orders,  as  they  were  by  law  entitled  to  do,  the  extra:- 

and  did  sundry  acts  of  government  belonging  judicial  interposition  of  the  judges  notwitb- 

to   the   oflfee   of    govemour-general ;    and,  standing ;  and  from  which  claim  they  receded 

amongst  others,  did  order  several  letters  to  be  only  frmn  their  desire  to  preserve  the  peace  of 

written  in  the  name  of  the  govemour^general  the  settlement,  and  to  prevent  the  miachie6 

and  council,  and  did  suhecribe  the  same,  to  which  the  illegal  resistance  of  the  said  War- 

the  commandant  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Wil*  ren  Hastings  would  otherwise  infallibly  have 

Kam,  wad  to  die  commanding  officer  at  Bar-  occasioned. 

rackpore,  and  to  the  commanding  officers  at  That  after  the  said  Judges  bad  delivered 

the  other  stations,  and  also  to  the  provincial  their  opinion,  **  That  the  place  and  office  of 

councils  and  collectors  in  the  provinces,  en-  govemoar-genoral  of  this  presidency  had  not 

joining  them  severally  "  to  obey  no  orders,  yet  been  vaoated  by  Warren  Hastings,  and  that 

excepting  such  as  shouM  be  signed  by  the  said  the  actual  assumption  of  the  government  by  the 

Warren  Hastlngs,or  a  majority  of  his  council."  member  of  the  council  next  in  succession  to 

That  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings  did,  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  consequence  of  any  deduction 
the  said  proceedings,  which  were  contrary  both  which  could  be  made  from  the  papers  commu- 
te law  and  to  good  &ith,  constitute  a  double  nicated  to  them,  would  be  abeolutely  illegal ;" 
government,  Ui^reby  destroying  and  annihilat-  and  after  the  said  General  Clavering  and 
faig  all  government  whatever ;  and  by  hii  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  had  signified  to  the 
said  oid^s  to  the  military  officers,  did  pre-  eaid  Warren  Hastings,  by  a  letter  dated  the 
pare  for  open  resistance  by  arms,  exposing  ilst  of  June,  '*  their  intention  to  acquiesce  in 
thereby  Uie  settlement,  and  all  the  inhabitants,  the  opinion  of  the  judges ;"  and  when  the  di& 
subject  of  or  dependent  on  the  British  govern-  ferences  in  the  supreme  council  were  by  these 
ment,  whether  native  or  European,  not  only  to  means  composed,  and  the  calamities  conse- 
political  distractions,  but  to  the  horrours  of  quent  thereon  were  avoided,  the  said  Warren 
civil  war ;  and  did,  by  exposing  the  divisions  Hastings  and  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  did 
and  weakness  of  the  supreme  government,  once  more  endanger  the  public  peace  and  se- 
and  thereby  loosening  the  obedience  of  the  curity,  by  other  illegal,  unwarrantable,  and 
provinces,  shake  the  whole  foundation  of  Bri-  unprovoked  acts  of  violence ;  having  omitted 
tish  authority,  and  imminently  endanger  the  to  summon  either  the  said  General  Clavering, 
existence  of  the  British  nation  in  India.  or  the  said  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  to  couih 

That  the  said  evils  were  averted  only  by  eil :  and  having,  in  council  held  thus  private- 

the  moderation  of  the  said  General  Clavering  ly  and  clandestinely,  and  cmitrmry  to  law,  on 

and  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  in  consenting  to  the  SSd  day  of  June,  come  the  following  resoi* 

a  reference,  and  submitting  to  the  decision  of  lutions,  viz. 

the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  judica-  **  Resolved,  that  by  the  said  acts,  orders^ 

ture,  although  they  entertained  no  doubt  tliem-  and  declarations  of  Lieutenant-Genoral  Joha 

■elves  on  the  legality  of  their  proceedings,  and  Clavering,  recited  in  the  foregoing  papera 

the  validity  of  General  Clavering's  instant  [meaning  the  proceedings  of  General  CIsveri- 

right  to  the  chair ;  and  although  they  were  ing  in  his  separate  council  on  the  20th  of 

not  in  any  vray  bound  by  law  to  consult  the  June]  he  has  actually  usurped  and  assumed, 

said  judgeS}  who  l»d  no  legal  or  judiciid  and  taken  poaseasioa  of  the  place  and  office  of 
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of-  die  prerideacj  of  F«rt  on  Um  Mth  of  June,  tlie  wuA  Wirren  Hul- 

William,  in  Bengal,  granted  by  the  net  of  Um  inga  did  egein  omit  to  sanunon  General  Cln- 

13ih  of  hie  preeent  mnjeety  to  Wuren  Heat-  Tering  to  oouncil|  and  did  again,  together  with 

ing>,  Eeqoife.  Richard   Barwell,  Eaqoire,  who  concurred 

"Reeolved,  that  Lieutcoant-General  John  therein,  adhere  to  and  confirm  the  said  illegal 

Clavering  hat  thereby  relinquished,  resigned,  resolations  come  to  on  the  two  former  dajs,  do- 

sarreadeffed,  and  vaeated  the  office  of  senioor  daring,  "  that  they  could  not  be  retracted  but 

eoonoeUoar  of  Fort  William,  in  Bengal.  by  the  present  authority  of  the  law,  or  by  (i»- 

'*  Resolved,  that  Lieutenant-General  John  tnre  orders  fixim  home;"  and  aggravating  the 

CfatTsring  has  thereby  relinquished,  resigned,  guilt  of  the  said  unjustifiable  acta  by  declar- 

snnoendered,  and  vacated  bis  place  of  com-  ing,  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  "  that 

mandefwiiwdiief  of  the  company^  ibfoes  in  they  were  not  the  precipitate  dSects  of  an 

India.  instant  and  pamionate  impulse,  but  the  fhiils 

"  Renolvnd,  that  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  of  long  and  most  temperate  deliberations,  of 

by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  parliament  and  by  inevit^le  necessity,  and  of  ihe  strtcteet  sense 

the  death  of  the  honourable  George  Monsnn,  of  pv^lic  duty,  and  a  conviction  equal  in  its 

Esquire,  is  promoted  to  the  office  of  seniour  impression   on  his  mind   to   absolute  cer^ 

eounsetlor  of  the  presidency  of  Fort  William,  tainty.** 

in  Bengal,  in  consequence  of  the  said  reUn-         That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  th^ 

quisfament,  resignation,  surrender,  and  vaca-  less  excusable  in  this  obstinate  adherence  to 

tion  of  General  Clavering.  bis  former  unjust  proceedings,  as  the  said  d^ 

"  Res<dved,  that  the  office  of  commander-  claratioos  were  made  in  answer  to  a  moti<Mi 

i»«hief  of  the  company's  forces  in  India,  by  made  by  Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  for  the  r^ 

Ihe  relinquishment,    resignation,  surrender,  versal  of  the  said  proceedings,  and  to  a  m»- 

■nd  vacation  of  General  Clavering,  and  by  the  nute  introducing  the  said  motion;  in  which 

death  of  the  honourable  George  Monson,  Ee*  Mr.  Francis  set  forth  in  a  clear  and  forcible 

quire,  does  no  longer  exist.  manner,  and  in  terms  with  which  the  court  of 

"  Resolved,  that,  for  the  preservation  of  the  directora  haye  since  declared  their  entire  con- 

degalityof  our  proceedings,  Lieutenant-Gen^  eurrenoe,  both  the  extieme  danger  and  the  i^ 

lal  John  Clavering  be  not  in  future  summoned  l^nlity  and  invalidity  of  the  said  proceedings 

or  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  govemour-  of  Warren  Hastings  and  Richard  Barwell, 

general  and  council.*  Esquire,  concluding  the  said  minuteby  the  fol« 

And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  and  Rich-  lowing  conciliatory  declaration :  "  and,  that 

ard  Barwell,  Esquire,  did  again  sit  in  council  this  salutary  motion  may  not  be  impeded  by 

on  the  ndU  day,  being  the  lOd  of  June,  with-  any  idem  or  suspicion  that  General  Clavering 

out  summoning  either  General  Clavering,  or  B^y  do  any  act  inconsistent  with   the  so- 

Philip  Francis,  Esquire ;  and  did  come  to  quieecence,  which  both  he  and  I  have  avow* 

several  other  resolutions,  and  make  several  ed  in  the  decision  of  the  judgee,  I  will  under> 

ordera,  eontrary  to  law  and  justice,  and  in-  take  to  answer  Iot  him  in  this  reepect ;  or 

consistent  wiih  the  tranquillity  and  the  socuri-  that,  if  he  should  depart  from  the  true  spirit 

^  of  the  settlement;  that  ig  to  say,  they  o^-  and  meaning  of  that  aoquiesoence,  I  will  not 

dered  their  secretary  "  to  notify  to  General  be  a  party  with  him  in  such  proceedings." 
Clavering,  that  the  board  bad  declared  his        That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  couM  not 

offices  of  seniour  oounsellour  and  commander*  plead  ignorance  of  the  law  in  excuse  for  the 

in-chief  to  be  vacant;  and  to  furnish  him  said  illegal  acts,  as  it  appeara  fimm  the  pro- 

with  a  copx  of  these  proceedings,  conraining  eeedingsof  the  four  preceding  days,  that  he  was 

Ihe  grounds  of  the  bosid  for  the  aforesaid  de-  well  acquainted  with  the  tenure  by  which  the 

daration."  members  of  the  council  heU  their  offices  un- 

And  they  ordered  extracts  of  the  said  pro-  der  the  act  of  the  18th  of  his  present  majesty, 

oeediugs  "  to  be  issued  in  general  orden,with  and  had  stated  the  same  as  a  gruund  for  re- 

lotiors  to  all  the  provincial  councils  and  mili-  tuning  his  own  office,  contrary  co  an  express 

tary  stations,  directing  them  to  publish  the  declaration  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  sn 

same  in  general  orders:"  and  they  resolved,  instrument  imder  the  sign  manual  of  his  ma- 

**  that  all  military  returns  be  made  to  the  go-  jesty :  and  tho  judges  of  the  supreme  court, 

vernour-general  and  council  in  their  military  in  their  reasons  for  their  deckion  in   bin 

department,  until  a  commander-in-chief  shall  fovonr,  had  sUted  the  provisions  in  the  sasJ 

be  appoint«l  by  the  company."  act,  so  far  as  they  related  to  the  SMtter  b  din- 

Tlat  on  the  day  following,  that  it  to  sqr,  pule;  firem  which  it  appeared,  that  thaf« 
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w«m  but  icMU  froondt  oa  wfaidi  the  oAee  of  the  more  indecent  in  tbo  yiid  W«rren  Ha«t- 

enj  Bember  of  the  oouacil  oould  be  Tecated ;  inge,  u  he  wms  at  the  eamo  moment  disa- 

nunely,  death,  remorali  resignation,  or  pro-  vowing  and  refusing  to  give  efleot  to  his  own 

motion.     And  as  the  act  confined  the  power  clear  and  express  resignation,  according  to 

of  remoral  to  "  his  majesty,  his  hcin  and  the  tme  intent  and  meaning  of  the  word  as 

MBCoessoura,  upon  representation  made  by  the  need  in  the  said  act,  made  by  his  agent,  dniy 

court  of  directors  of  the  said  united  company  authorized  and  instracted  by  himself  so  to  do, 

fiir  the  time  being  f  and  conferred  no  sucli  to  an  authority  competent  to  receive  and  ao>> 

power  on  the  govemour-genwal  or  a  majority  cept  the  same. 

ef  the  council,  to  remove,  on  any  ground,  or  That  althoogh  the  said  Warren  Hastingi 
fot  any  cause  whatever,  one  of  their  col-  did  a(\erwardB  recede  from  the  said  illeg^ 
lengues ;  so,  granting  the  claim  of  Greneral  measures  in  compliance  with  the  opinion  umI 
Clavering  to  the  chair,  and  his  acts  doiw  in  advice  of  the  judges  again  interposed,  and  did 
fiirUieraaoe  thereof,  to  have  been  illegal  and  thereby  avoid  the  guilt  of  such  ftmher  acts, 
criminal  in  whslover  degree,  yet  it  did  boC  end  the  blame  of  9uch  further  evils,  as  must 
furnish  to  the  reet  of  the  council  any  ground  have  been  consequent  on  a  persistence  there- 
to remove  him  from  hia  oflioe  of  counseUour  in ;  yet  he  was,  nov^rttlelMs.  stilt  guilty  of 
under  the  provisions  of  die  said  act  t  and  the  illegal  acts  above  deeerObed ;  and  the  same 
there  could  dierefcre  remain  oaly  his  tMigna"  aro  great  crimes  and  misdem^ftnurs. 
tion  or  premolien,  aa  a  possible  means  of  va-  That  although  the  Judges  did  joeide  that 
eating  hie  said  office.  But  with  regaxd  to  the  the  office  of  govemour-general,  held  by  the 
promotion  of  General  Clavering  to  the  office  said  Warren  Hastings,  was  not  ipse/ecce  anil 
of  goveraour-geoeral,  althongh  he  claimed  it  iiRttani€r  vacated  by  the  arrival  of  tlie  caid 
himself,  yet,  as  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  admit  deep^ehes  and  docmnenta  transmitted  by  l!ie 
Ht  and  as  in  fimt  it  was  even  reosded  from  by  oourt  of  directors ;  and  did  consider  the  said 
General  Olaveriag,  ^ could  not  be  considered,  eonsequencee  of  the  resignation  as  awaiting 
at  least  by  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a  valid  ground  some  future  act  or  event  for  its  eompleie  and 
for  vaeaUng  hia  (rfbee  of  seniour  counselloor,  etfbetual  operation ;  yet  the  said  judges  did 
since  the  ac|  requires  for  that  purpose,  not  not  decfaire  any  opinion  on  the  ultimate  inva- 
a  rejected  claim,  but  an  actual  and  effbctual  lidity  of  the  said  acts  of  Lauchlin  Macleane, 
promotion ;  and  General  Clavering's  office  Esquire,  as  not  being  binding  on  his  princi* 
ef  counsellour  oould  no  more  be  vacated  by  paf,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  nor  did  they 
aueh  a  naked  claim,  unaupported  and  disa^  declare  any  opinion  that  the  obligation  of  the 
lowed,  than  the  seat  of  a  member  of  the  house  said  resignation  was  not  from  the  beginning 
of  oommons  conld  be  vacated,  and  a  new  writ  conclusive  and  effectual,  although  its  opera- 
issued  to  supply  the  vacancy,  by  his  claim  to  tion  was  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  on 
the  office  of  steward  of  the  Chiltem  Hun-  account  of  the  distance  between  Englami  and 
dreds,  when  his  majesty  has  refiised  to  ap-  India,  to  take  place  only  in  future ;  or  that 
point  him  to  said  office.  And  with  regaid  the  said  resignation  made  by  Lauchlin  Mac- 
to  resignatsoB,  aVthougfa  the  said  Warren  leane,  Esquire,  was  only  an  offer  or  proposal 
Hastings,  as  a  colour  lo  his  illegal  resolations,  of  a  resignation  to  be  made  at  some  future  and 
had  affectedly  introduced  the  word  "  resigned  **  indefiitite  period,  or  a  mere  intimation  of  the 
amongst  those  at**  relinquished,  surrendered,  desire  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  to  re* 
and  vacated,"  yet  he  well  knew  that  Qoneral  sign  at  some  future  and  indefinite  period,  and 
Clavering  had  made  no  ofier  nor  dechiration  that  the  said  resignation,  notwithstanding  the 
•f  his  resignation  of  bis  offices  of  seniour  acceptance  thereof  by  the  court  of  directors, 
counsellour  and  commander-in-cbief;  and  that  and  the  regular  appointment  and  confirma- 
he  did  not  claim  the  office  of  govemour-geoe-  tion  of  a  successour,  was  still  to  remain  op* 
ral  on  the  ground  of  any  such  resignation  tional  in  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  be  ra- 
made  by  himsol^  but  on  the  ground  of  a  re-  tified  or  departed  from  at  his  fViture  choice  or 
.aignation  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  pleasure ;  nor  did  the  sak!  judges  pronounce, 
which  resignation  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nor  do  any  of  their  reasonings,  which  accom- 
dk)  not  adimit;  aad  the  use  of  the  term  rr-  panied  their  deeisk>n,  tend  to  establish  it  as 
sigiMd,  on  that  ooeasien,  was  therefore  a  mani-  their  opinion,  that  even  the  time  for  ratifying 
fost  and  wilfiil  miseonstroetion  and  misappli*  and  completing  the  said  transection  was  to 
cation  of  the  words  of  the  act  of  his  present  be  at  the  sole  discretion  of  the  said  Warren 
majesty.  And  such  mbinterpretation  and  Hastings ;  but  they  only  delivered  their  opin- 
ffiba  extensioo  of  the  term  of  resignation  waa  ion,  as  aforesaid,  that  his  said  office  <<  has  not 
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^h&mfweaihAfWadiktnioftimtlkb^eiitd  a  Mf  aAw  tb*  date  of  tht  nad  rMoluiioii ; 

Mwwptiftii  oftkio  govwaneot  bjr  Uw  nMn^bar  And  thereby  dearly  and  eipUcUlj  declering, 

of  the  oouDcil  next  in  suoceesMin  wu,  in  tha  that  he  did  not  ooaeider  hu  reeignaiioo  m 

Bcnial  circonetanoee,  ud  rtUu  aie  $tmiUibu»,  binding  for  the  present.    And  the  «aid  inteiH 

illegaL**  taoa  was  nanifested|  if  poesible,  still  more 

Thai  the  said  Wmrren  Ha«uogii  Joes  no-  directly  and  expressly  an  a  letter  wriuen  bv 

whera  himseif  oontend,  that  the  said  reBigr«a*  the  said  Wsrren  Hastings,  to  the  court  of  di« 

tion  was  not  absolute,  but  o|>ti*3nai,  aooording  rectors,  dated  the  15th  of  August,  1777,  being 

la  the  true  leaning  and  understanding  of  the  almoet  two  months  after  the  receipt  of  theaaidi 

(Mftica  in  England,  and  so lar  as  the  acts  of  dfispafehes ;  in  whidi  the  said  Wanen  Hast* 

Laoehlin  Maclaane,  Esquire,  and  the  court  of  lags  declares,  that  <*  he  dad  not  hold  bimsolf 

diredoia  were  binding  on  him ;  but,  on  the  bound  by  ths  notification  made  by  Mr.  Mao* 

eoatrary,  he  grounds  his  refusal  to  coiBplete  leane,  nor  by  any  of  the  acts  ooosequeal  of 

the  same,  not  oa  any  tnUrpretalion  of  the  it." 


wonb  ia  ^ich  the  said  reeignationy  and  tha        That  soch  appearing  to  have  been  the  ta* 
other  instfuraeots  aforesaid  wers  oonoeived,    teationoftho  said  Warren  Hastings,  General 


hoi  rather  on  a  disavowal  (not  direct  indeed,  Chivering  was  justified  in  imnaediately  aa* 
but  implied)  of  his  said  agent,  and  of  the  iuming  Uia  goveroment,  without  waiting  for 
powers  under  wdiich  the  said  agent  had  chum-  any  future  act  of  the  said  Warren  Hastinga 
ed  to  act  in  his  behalf.  Neitbar  did  the  said  for  the  actual  surrender  of  the  said  goverih 
Warren  Hastings  ground  his  said  refusal  on  meat,  none  such  being  likely  to  happen ;  and 
any  objection  to  the  particular  day,  or  period,  Phil^  Francis,  Esquire,  was  justified  in  sup* 
or  circumstances,  in  which  the  requisition  of  portmg  General  Clavering  in  tha  sane  on 
Oeneral  Clavering  was  made;  aor  aooom*  th»so«»dsst principles ofjusttoe, and oaa awe* 
pany  ths  said  refasal  with  aay  qualification  in  im  received  in  courts  of  equity,  namely,  that 
that  respect,  or  with  any  inttmation  that  he  no  one  shall  avail  himself  of  hu  own  wrong ; 
would,  at  any  future  or  more  convenient  sea*  and  that,  if  any  one  refuse  or  neglect  to  per- 
son, comply  with  the  same ;  although  such  form  that  which  he  is  bound  to  do,  the  rights 
an  intimation  might  probably  have  induced  of  others  shall  not  be  prejudiced  thereby,  but 
General  Clavering  to  wave  an  iostant  and  im*  such  acts  shall  be  deerned  and  reputed  to 
BMdiate  claim  to  the  chair,  and  might,  there*  have  been  actually  performed,  and  all  the 
fere,  have  prevented  the  distractions  which  consequences  shall  be  enforced,  which  would 
happened,  and  tlie  greater  evils  whidi  im*  have  followed  from  such  actual  performaace. 
pended,  in  conseqo«ace  of  the  said  chiim  of  And  therefore  the  resolutions  moved  and 
General  Clavering,  and  the  said  refusal  of  voted  in  cdundl  by  the  said  Warren  HastiagSt 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire.  Bat  the  said  declaring  the  offices  of  General  Clavering  to 
Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  contrary,  express  be  vacant,  were  not  only  illegal,  inasmuch^ 
Ins  said  refusal  in  suck  general  and  unqualified  as  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  no  autho* 
terms  as  intimated  an  intention  to  resist  ah*  rity  to  warrant  soch  a  declaration,  evw  on 
eoltttely  and  altogether,  both  then  and  at  any  the  supposition  of  the  acts  of  General  Clever* 
fotnre  time,  the  said  requisition  of  General  ing  being  contrary  to  law ;  but  the  said  resc^ 
ClaveriDg.  And  the  subsequent  proceed-  lutions  were  further  highly  culpable  and  crimi- 
ings  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  do  all  ooo-  nal,  inasmuch  as  the  said  acts  done  by  Geni»- 
eur  in  proving  thot  such  was  his  intention;  ral  Clavering,  which  were  made  the  pre- 
fer he  did  afterwards,  in  conformity  to  the  ad-  tence  of  that  proceeding,  were  strictly  re^ilv 
vice  of  the  judges,  move  a  resolution    ia  and  legal. 

eounetl "  that  all  parties  be  pUoed  in  the  same  That  the  refusal  af  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

siiuatioo  in  which  theystoNod  before  the  ra-  ings  to  ratify  the  resignation,  and  his  disavow- 

oeipt  of  the  last  advices  from  Enghuid ;  reserv-  al  of  the  said  Lauchlin  Macleane,  his  agent, 

9ig  and  submitting  to  a  decision  in  England  is  not  justified  by  any  thing  contained  in  his 

the  respective  claims   that  each  party  may  said  letter  to  the  ooort  of  directors,  dated  on 

cuDceive  they  have  a  right  to  make,  but  not  the  l&th  of  August,  1777,  the  said  Warren 

acting  upon  those  claims  till  such  decision  Hastings   no  where  directly  and  positively 

shall  arrive  in  Bengal  ;**  thereby  clearly  and  asserting,  that  the  said  Laiwhlin  Macleane 

explicitly  declarhig,  that  it  was  not  his  i»>  was  not  his  agent,  and  had  not   both  fmU 

tention  to  surrender  the  government  until  such  and  general  powers,  and  even  particular  w^ 

dec^tionshoukl  arrive  in  Bengal, which  could  structioiM  for  this  very  set;   although   tha 

not  be  expected  ia  less  time  than  a  year  and  sakl  Warren  Hastings  tiees  many  iadirset  god 
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drcoitons,  bat  iiMdft#««at  uid  iaappticible  in-  iiifi,  Eaqoira,  mu  m  braicb  of  &ith  with  tl« 

■tnimtioiis  to  that  effect.    And  the  said  letter  court  of  directors,  and  bis  majesty's  mioistera 

does,  on  the  contrary,  contain  a  clear  and  ex-  in  England ;  as  the  said  resignation  was  not 

press  avowal,  that  ihie  said  Lauchiin  Macleane  merely  a  voluntary  offer,  without  any  conside- 

was  his  confidential  agent,  and  that  in  that  ca-  ration,  and  therefore  subject  to  be  recalled  or 

pacity  he  acted  throughout  and  particularly  in  retracted  at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  IVarrea 

this  special  matter,  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  Hastings,  but  ought  rather  to  be  considered 

And  the  said  letter  does  fiirther  admit   in  as  having  been  the  result  of  a  negotiation  car- 

flffect  the  instructions  produced  by  the  said  ried  on  iMtween  Mr.  Macleane  for  the  benefit 

Lauchltn  Macleane,  Esquire,  confirmed  by  of  Warren   Hastings,  Esquire,  on  the  ona 

Mr.  Vansittart  and  Mr.  Stewart,  and  relied  on  hand,  and  by  the  court  of  directors  for  the  in- 

and  confided  in  by  the  court  of  directors,  bj  terests  of  the  company  on  the  other ;  vrhicfa 

which  the  said  Lauchiin  Macleane  appMred  view  of  the  transaction  will  appear  the  mor« 

to  be  specially  empowered  to  declare  the  said  prcrfiable,  when  it  is  considered  ttiat  at  the  timo 

resignation ;  the  words  of  the  said  instruo-  of  the  said  resignation,  a  strict  inquiry  had 

tlon  being  as  follows :  "  that  he  (Mr.  Hast-  been  canying^  on  by  the  court  of  directors 
ings  «0t//  not  ecntinut  in  the  gwemment  of    into  the  conduct  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings; 

BengfU^''  "  unless  certain  conditions  therein  and  the  solicitor  and  counsel  to  the  companf^ 

qiecified  can  be  obtained :"  and  the  words  and  other  eminent  counsel,  had  given  it  mm 

of  the  said  letter  being  as  follow ;  **  What  their  opmions,  on  cases  stated  to  them,  thai 

I  myself  know  with  certainty  or  can  reool-  .there  were  grounds  for  suing  the  said  Warren 

lect  at  this  distance  of  time,  concerning  the  Hastings  in  the  courts  of  law  and  equity ;  and 

powers  and  instructions  which  were  given  to  that  the  company  would  be  entitled  to  r»- 

Messieurs  Macleane  and  Graham,  when  they  cover  in  the  said  suits  against  Warren  Hast* 

undertook  to  be  my  agents  in  England,  I  will  ings,  Esquire,  several  very  large  sums  of 

dreumstantially  relate.  money  taken  by  him  in  his  office  of  gover* 

"  I  am  in  possession  of  two  papers,  which  nour-general,  contrary  to  law,  and  in  breach 

#ere  presented  to  those  gentlemen  at  the  time  of  his  covenants,  and  of  his  duty  to  the  com- 

of  their  departure  from  Bengal  *,  one  of  which  pany  and  the  public ;  and  the  court  of  direc* 

oomprises  four  short  propositions,  uMch  I  re-  tors  had  also  come  to  various  severe  resola- 

fMir9dttMil»eond%tunU9fwxfhtmgGoi\fiTnyad  tions  of  censure  against  the  said  Warren 

in  thit  governnunt.^  Hastings,  and  amongst  others  to  a  resolution 

And  although  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  recall  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  re- 
does here  artAiUy  somewhat  change  the  words  move  him  from  his  office  (^  govemour-gener- 
of  his  written  instructions  (and  which,  hav-  al,  to  answer  for  simdry  great  crimes  and 
ing  in  his  possession,  he  might  as  easily  delinquencies  by  him  committed  in  his  said 
have  given  verbatim)  to  other  words  whic^  office. 

may  appear  less  explicit,  yet  they  are  in  fact  And  on  these  accounts  it  appears  probable, 
capable  of  only  the  same  meaning ;  for  as,  at  that  the  said  resignation  was  tendered  and  ao« 
the  time  of  giving  the  said  instructions  to  his  cepted  as  a  consideration  for  some  beneficial 
■gents,  he  was  in  full  possession  of  his  office,  concessions  made  in  consequence  thereof  to 
be  could  want  no  confirmation  therein,  exc^t  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in  his  said  danger- 
kii  own;  and,  in  such  circumstances,  "to  oiis  and  desperate  condition, 
require  certain  things,  a*  Me  conditions  of  kio  And  the  said  refusal  was  also  an  act  of 
being  cof\ftrmoi  in  ha  government^  is  tanta-  great  disrespect  to  the  court  of  directors  and 
mount  to  a  declaration,  that  he  will  not  con^  to  his  majesty ;  and  by  rendering  abortive 
Hntte  in  hie  government  f  vnUee  thoee  eonditione  their  said  measures,  solemnly  and  deliberate- 
eon  be  obtained.^  And  the  said  attempt  at  ly  taken,  and  ratified  and  confirmed  by  bin 
prevarication  can  serve  its  author  the  less,  as  majesty,  tended  to  bring  the  authority  of  the 
either  both  sentences  have -one  and  the  same  court  ofdirectors,andof  his  majesty  intoooa» 
meaning,  or  if  their  meaning   be  different,  tempt. 

the  original   instructions  in  his  own  hand-  And  the  said  refusal  was  an    injury  te 

writing,  or,  in  other  words  the  thing  itself,  3eneral  Clavering. 

must  be  preferred  as  evidence  (^  its  contents  to  And  was  also,  or  mi^t  have  been,  a  great 
a  looee  statement  of  its  purport,  founded,  per-  *  mjury  to  Edward  Wheler,  Esquire, 

haps,  on  a  loose  recollection  of  it  at  m  great  And  was  an  act  of  signal  treachery  te 

distuice  of  time.  Lauchiin  Macleane,  Esquire,  as  slso  to  Mr. 

That  the  refinal  of  the  said  Warren  Hast-  Yansitturt  and  Mr.  Stewart,  whose  bonov 
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■Hd  Teraeity  wore  thereby  brought  into  4|ao- 
tion,  doubt,  and  suspicion. 

And  the  said  refusal  was  prejudicial  to  tha 
^ain  of  the  senrantB  of  the  eompany  in  In* 
dia,  by  ihaking  the  c(Hi6dence  to  be  placed  m 
their  agents  by  those  persons  with  whom  it 
might  be  for  their  interest  to  negotiate  on 
any  matter  of  importance,  and  by  thus  suIh 
jecting  the  communication  oi  persons  abroad 

with  those  at  home  to  difficulties  not  known 

I-  -i»  - 
Dsnre« 


z.  sunvsoH-GKirsxAL's  cownAOT* 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  In  tlia 
year  1777,  did  grant  to  the  surgeon-general  a 
omtFsct  for  three  years,  for  defraying  every 
kind  of  hospital  and  medicine  expense,  not 
only'  in  breadi  of  the  general  order  of  the 
court  of  directors  with  respect  to  the  duration 
of  contracts,  but  in  direct  opposition  to  a 
particular  order  of  the  court  of  directors, 
of  the  SOlh  of  March,  1774,  when  they  di- 
rected, **  that  the  surgeon  should  not  be  per- 
nitled  to  enjoy  any  emolument  arising  frooi  his 
being  concerned  in  dieting  the  patients ;  and 
that  the  occupations  of  surgeon  and  contractor 
sbouU  be  ibrthwith  separated."  That  the 
said  contract  was  in  itself  highly  im|Mropar, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the  ser- 
vice; as  it  afforded  the  greatest  temptation  to 
abase,  and  established  a  pecuniary  mterest  in 
the  surgeon-general,  contrary  to  the  dittlM  of 
his  station  and  profession. 


XI.    COVTBAOTS  ^OM,  POOLBtTlTDT 
mXPAlBS. 

That  the  govemour-general  and  council 
at  Fort  William  did,  on  the  motion  and  re- 
commendation of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
enter  into  a  contract  with  Archibald  Frazer, 
Esquire,  on  the  I6th  of  iVP>^^  \^^^t  for  the 
repairs  of  the  pools  and  banks  in  the  pro- 
Tince  of  Burdwan,  for  two  years,  at  the  rate 
of  130,000  sicca  rupees  for  the  first  year, 
and  80,000  rupees  for  the  second  year. 

That  on  the  19tfa  of  December,  1778,  the 
Slid  Warren  Hastings  did  further  persuade 
the  supreme  council  to  prolong  the  term 
of  the  above  contract  with  Ardiibald  Fra- 
ser  Ibr  the  space  of  three  years  more  on 
the^samo  conditions ;  namely,  the  payment  c^ 
80.000  sicca  rupees  for  each  year.    To  which 


I 


added  a  permission  to  Mr.  Frazer  to 
make  dohmtuU,  or  special  repairs,  whenever 
he  shouki  judge  them  necessary,  at  the  charge 
of  government.  ^ 

That  the  said  contracts,  both  in  the  man- 
ner of  their  acceptance  by  the  supreme  coun- 
cil, without  haung  previously  advertised  for 
proposals,  and  m  the  extent  of  their  duration, 
were  made  in.  direct  violation  of  the  special 
wders  of  the  court  of  directors. 

That  so  fiur  from  any  advantage  having 
been  obtained  for  the  company  in  the  terms  of 
these  contracts,  in  consideration  of  the  length 
cf  tame  for  which  they  were  to  continue,  the 
expense  of  government  upon  this  article  was 
increased  by  these  engagements  to  a  very 
great  amount. 

That  it  appears  that  this  contract  had 
been  held  for  some  years  before  by  the 
rajah  of  Burdwan,  at  the  rate  of  t6,000  ru- 
pees per  annum. 

TluU  the  superintendent  of  Poolbundy  re- 
pairs, aiier  an  accurate  and  diligent  survey  of 
the  bunds  and  pools,  and  the  {Nrovincial  coun- 
cil of  Burdwan,  upon  the  best  information 
they  could  procure,  had  delivered  it  as  their 
opinion  to  tlM  govemour-general  and  council, 
befwe  the  said  agreement  was  entered  into, 
that  after  the  heavy  expense  (stated  in  Mr. 
Kinlock*s  estimate,  viz.  119,406  sicca  rupees) 
if  disbursed  as  they  recommended,  the  charge 
in  future  seasons  would  be  greatly  reduced, 
tmd  t^ierimt  thorcugh  and  ^tetual  repair, 
Agg  etneeioed  a  tmall  ammuU  ewptnae  would 
b€  ntffiident  to  keep  the  bundi  up  and  prevent 
Mr  going  to  decay, 

Tluit  whatever  extraordinary  and  unusual 
damages  the  poola  and  bunds  might  have  sus- 
tained, either  from  the  neglect  <^  the  rajah's 
officers,  or  from  the  violence  of  the  then  late 
rains,  aJMl  the  torrents  thereby  occasioned,  to 
justify  the  expense  of  the  first  year,  yet  as 
they  were  all  considered  and  included  in  the 
estimate  for  that  year,  there  could  be  no  pre- 
tence for  allowing  and  continuing  so  large  and 
burthensome  a  payment  as  80,000  rupees  per 
annum  fbr  the  four  succeeding  years. 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  in  bis 
minutes  of  the  12th  of  February,  1778,  him- 
self support  that  opinion,  in  the  comparison 
to  be  made  between  Mr.  Thomson's  propo- 
sals of  undertaking  the  same  service  fbr 
60,000  rupees  a  year,  for  nine  years,  and 
the  terms  of  Mr.  Frazer's  contracts ;  prefer- 
ring the  latter,  because  these  were  "  to  effect  a 
complete  repair,  which  could  bar(9y  be  con- 
cluded in  any  season,  and  the  subsequent  ex- 
pense would  be  but  trifling. 
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Notwithsumdinf  iHiich,  the  said  Warraii  nwQt,  and  managed  by  a  contractor,  the  cg»- 
Hastings  urged  and  pr«Tailed  upon  tbeoouncil  tracta  for  providing  it  were  lubject  to  the 
to  allow  the  first  year  the  fliii  amount  propoe>  company's  fundamental  regulation,  namely,  to 
ed  by  Mr.  Kinlock  in  his  estimate  of  the  n»>  be  put  up  to  auction,  and  disposed  of  to  tiie 
cessory  repairs,  and  did  burthen  the  company  best  bidder ;  and  that  the  company  particu- 
with  what  he  must  have  deemed  to  be,  for  tl^Js  larly  ordered  that  the  commodity,  when  pro- 
greater  part  an  unneoeesary  expense  of  80,000  vided,  should  be  consigned  to  the  board  of 
rupees  per  annum  for  four  years.  tradk,  who  were  directed  to  dispose  ^ihtreof 

That  the  permission  granted  tP  Mr.  Fraaer  by  public  auction, 

to  make  dobunds,  or  new  and  additional  em-  That  in  May,  1777,  the  said  Warrqn  H«st« 

baakments  in  aid  of  the  old  ones,  whenever  ings  granted  to  John  Mackenzie  a  contraat 

he    should    judge   them  necessary,  at    the  for  the  provision  of  opium,  to  continue  three 

charge  of  government  (the  said  charge  to  be  years,  aJtid  without  advertising  for  proposals ; 

verified  by  the  oath  of  the  said  Fraxer,  with-  that  this  transaction  vi-as  condemned  by  the 

oat  any  voucher)  was  a  power  very  much  to  court  of  directors,  notwithstanding  a  clause 

be  suspected,  and  very  improper  to  be  en-  had  been  inserted  in  that  contract,  by  which  it 

trusted  to  a  contractor,  who  had  already  cow-  was  left  open  to  the  court  of  directors  to  anut 

nanted  to  keep  the  old  pools  in  perfect  re-  the  same  at  the  expiration  of  the  first  or  ■•- 

pair,  and   to  construct  new  ones  wherever  cmad  year. 

the  old  pools  had  been  broken  down  and  Tliat  ahoQt  the  end  of  the  year  1780  the 

washed  away,  or  where  the  course  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction   to 

rivers  might  have  rendered  new  ones  ne-  the  order  above  mentioned,  did  take  away  thm 

oessary,  in  consideration  of  the  great  aume  sale  of  the  opium  from  the  board  of  trade^ 

stipulated  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  govern-  though  he  disclaimed,  at  the  same  time»  an/ 

ment.  tiUSniiefi  of  impljfing  a  emntn  s« 


That  the  grant  of  the  foregoing  contracts,  ogMntnt. 
and  the  permission  afterwards  annexed  to  the  That  in  March,  1781,  the  said  Warres 
second  of  the  said  grants,  become  much  Hastings  did  grant  \6  Stephen  Sulivan,  son  of 
more  reprehensible  from  the  consideration  of  Lawrence  SuUvan,  chairman  of  the  court  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  peraon,  lo  whom  directors  of  the  East-India  company,  a  coo- 
such  a  grant  was  made.  tract  for  the  provision  of  opium,  without  ad* 

That  the  due  performance  of  the  service  re*  vertising  for  proposals,  and  without  even  re- 

auired  local  knowledge  and  experience,  which  ceiving  any  written  prc^K»als  iirom  him,  the 

te  said  Archibald  Frazer,  being  an  officer  in  said  Sulivaa ;  that  be  granted  this  ooiUrac( 

the  supreme  court  of  justice,  could  not  have  for  four  years,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  said 

possessed.  Sulivan,  did  omit  thai  clause,  which  was  in- 
serted in  the  preceding  contract,  and  by  which 

-^— -  it  was  rendered  liable  to  be  determined  by 

orders  from  the  company ;  the-eaid  Warren 

XII.  coirrsACTS  roR  opiitm.  Hastinea  declaring,  contrary  to  truth,  that  such 

clause  was  now  unnecessary,  as  the  directors 

That  it  appears,  that  the  opium  produced  had  approved  the  contract. 

in  Bengal  and  Bahar  is  a  eonsiderable  and  That  the  said  Sulivan  had  been  bat  a  fow 

lucrative  article  in  the  export  trade  of  those  months  in  Bengal  when  the  above  contract 

provinces ;  that  the  whole  produce  has  been  was  given  him ;  that  he  was  a  stranger  to  the 

for  many  years  monopolized  either  by  indi-  eoootry  and  to  all  the  local  commerce  thereo(^ 

viduals  or  by  the  government ;  that  the  court  and  therefore  unqualified  for  the  management 

of  directors  of  the  East-India  company,  in  of  such  a  concern ;  and  that  the  said  Suli- 

consideration  of  the  hardship  imposed  on  the  van,  instead  of  executing  the  cootrsct  bim« 

native  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  lands,  self,  did,  shortly  after  obtaining  Uie  same, 

who  were  deprived  of  their  natural  right 'of  assign  it  over  to  John  Benn  and  others;  and 

dealing  with  many  competitors,  and  compelled  in  consideration  of  such  asmgnmenl  did  re- 

to  sell  the  produce  of  their  labour  to  a  single  ceive  from  the  said  Benn  a  great  som  of  mo* 

monopolist,  did  anthorise  the  govemour-gene-  ney. 

Tat  and  council  to  give  up  that  commodity  as  That,  from  the  preceding  focta,  «a  well  m 

an  article  of  commerce.  from  sondry  otiier  circumstances  of  restrie- 

That  while  the  said  commodity  continued  tions  taken  off  (particularly  by  abolishing  the 

to  be  a  monopoly  for  the  benefit  of  govern*  office  of  inspector  into  the  quality  of  the  om* 
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■m)  «»d  of  beneBcial  clawM  introdocad,  it  moditj,  for  which,  either  in  the  ordiDerf 

appeani  tbat  the  eakt  Warren  Haetinge  gave  and  regular   course  of  public   auctkni)  or 

this  contract  to  the  aaid  Stephen  Solhrao  in  even  by  private  contract,  there  was,  as  he 

eootiadietion  to  the  Ckdere  of  the  court  of  di-  affirmed,  no  sale,  did,  under  pretence  of  finding 

rectors,  and  without  anj  regard  to  tj>e  into*  a  market  for  the  same,  engage  the  company 

rests  of  the  India  con^Mny,  Ibr  thesole  purpoee  in  an  eolerprise  of  great  and  certain  expense, 

of  ereating  an  instant  ibitune  Ibr  the  the  saij  subject  to  a  Boantfest  risk,  and  full  of  disgrace 

Suliran  at  the  expense  of  the  India  oompany,  to  the  East-India  compai^,  not  only  in  their 

without  any  claim  of  serrice  or  pretence  of  p  Utical  character,  as  a  great  sovereign  pow^ 

nmrit  on  his  part,  and  without  any  apparent  er  in  India,  but  in  their  commercial  charaoter, 

motive  whatever,  otcept  that  of  securing  or  as  an  eminent  and  respectable  body  of  mer^ 

rewarding  the  attachment  and  support  of  his  chaiits :  and  that  the  execution  of  this  enters 

&ther,  Lawrence  Sulivan,  a  person  of  great  prise  was  accompanied    with  sundry  other 


and  influoaoe  in  the  (firection  of  the  engagmnents  with  other  persons,  in  all  of 
company's  affaire,  and  notfuriousiy  attadied  which  the  cempaay^s  interest  was  constantly 
to  and  connected  with  the  said  Warreo  Has^    sacrificed  to  that  of  uMlividuals  favoured  t^ 

the  said  Warren  Hastings. 


That  tim  said  Stephen  Svlivaa  neither  poe*  That  the  said  Warren  Hastmgs  first 

■SBSsad,  nor  pretended  to  possees,  any  skill  gaged  in  a  scheme  to  export  one  thooeaad 

in  the  bosiness  of  his  contract ;  that  he  ecu-  lour  hundred  and  sixty  chests  of  epium,  on 

ertad  no  industry,  nor  showed,  or  could  show,  the  oompany'a  aceoont,  on  board  a  ship  biK 

any  exactness  in  the  perihrmance  of  it,  siaoe  longing  to  Cudbert  Thomhill ;  half  of  which 

he  immMliilely  sold  the  contract  for  m  sum  of  was  to  be  disposed  of  in  a  ooastmg  voyage, 

mon^  to  another  person  (for  the  sole  pur-  and  the  remainder  in  Canton.    That  besideB 

poes  of  which  sale  it  must  be  presumed,  the  the  freight  and  commiesioB  payable   to  the 

mme  was  given)  by  which  person  another  said  Thomhill  on  this  adventure,  twelve  pi^ 

profit  was  to  be  made ;  and  by  that  person  the  ces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the  company  were 

same  was  again  sold  to  a  third,  by  whom  %  lent  ibr  arming  the  ship ;  though  his  original 

third  profit  was  to  bemade.  propoeal  was,  that  the  ship  shmiU  be  armed 

That  the  said  Warrsn  Hastniga,  at  the  at  his  expense.    That  this  part  of  the  adveo- 

very  time  when  he  engaged  the  company  in  a  ture,  depending  for  its  success  on  a  prudent 

c^Uract  for  engroesing  the  whole  of  the  opium  and  fortunate  management  of  various  sales 

produced  in  Bengal  and  Bahar  in  the  ensuing  and  resales  in  the  coorse  of  a  circuitous  voy<- 

fimr  years,  on  terms  of  such  exorbitant  pro-  age ;  and  being  exposed  to  such  risk  both  of 

fit  to  the  ccntractor,  affirmed,  *'  there  was  sea  and  enemy,  that  all  private  traders  had 

tittle  picspea  of  selling  the  opium  in  Bengal  declined  to  be  concerned  in  it ;  was  partiei*- 

■t  a  reasonable  price ;  and  that  it  was  but  larly  unfit  Ibr  a  great  trading  company,  and 

Batural  to  suppose  that  the  price  of  opium  oouUI  not  be  undertaken  on  their  account  with 

W€nld  faU  Jnm  the  dmnamd  bting  lemetud  .**  any  rational  prospect  of  advantage. 

tlMl,  in  a  letter  dated  the  6th  of  May,  1781,  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  soon  after 

he  informed  the  directors, "  that  owing^  to  the  engaged  in  another  scheme  for  exporting  two 

indifferent  state  of  the  markete  last  season  to  thounnd  cheste  of  opium  dirsctly  to  China 

the  eastward,  and  the  very  enhanced  rates  of  on  the  Qpmpany's  aocoimt,  and  for  that  pur- 

insurance,  which  the  war  had  occasioned,  pose  accepted  of  an  offer  made  by  Heniy 

they  had  mat  been  able  to  dispose  of  the  opi-  Watson,  the  company's  chief  engineer,  to 

um  of  the  preeent  year  to  so  great  an  advan-  convey  the  same  in  a  vessel  of  his  own,  and 

tags  as  they  expected ;  and  that  more  than  to  deliver  it  to  the  company's  supercargoes. 

«w  half  of  it  remained  still  in  their  ware-  That  aller  the  offer  of  the  raid  Henry  Watsen 

houses."    That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had  been  accepted,  a  letter  from  biro  was 

was  guilty  of  a  manifest  breach  of  trust  to  lus  produced  at  the  board,  in  which  he  <?eclared, 

eonstitnente,  and  bis  employers  in  monopolism  that  he  was  nnable  to  equip  the  ship  with  a 

hug  tor  their  pretended  use  an  article  of  com-  proper  number  of  cannon,  and  requested  that 

msree,  for  which  he  declared  no  jmrcAssari  lie  mi^  be  furnished  with  thirty-six  guns  from 

Imd  ^Mnd,  tmd  thai  thgre  isat  HttU  proapeet  the  company's  stores  at  Madras ;  with  which 

^  fl^y  t^sru^;  mtd  iha  friet  ^  «iM«A,  he  request  the  board  complied.     That  it  ap- 

Mid,  al  VMM  frirf  naiurdt  to  mtppom  would  foU,  pears  that  George  Williamsen,  the  compa- 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  having,  faj  ny's  anctioneer  at   Calcutta,    baring  com- 

las  own  net,  loaded  the  oonpaay  with  a  oobb-  plained,  that  by  this  mode  of  exportiag  the 
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opium,  which  used  to  be  lold  by  pablie  for  m  bettor  market.  The  ftctorj  eolimolo 
auction,  he  loet  his  commlssioD  as  auctioneer,  the  hu  to  the  company,  including  port  char> 
the  board  aJ.owed  him  to  draw  a  commiasioD  gee,  demurrage,  and  fkctory  chargei  allowed 
of  one  per  «;ent.  on  all  the  opium  which  had  the  captain,  at  sixty-nine  thousand  nine  faun- 
been  or  Tiias  to  be  exported.  That  it  ap-  dred  and  ninety-three  dollars,  or  about  twenty 
pears,  that  the  contractor  for  opium  (whose  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
proper  duties  and  emoluments,  as  contractor,  That  the  company's  fiictory  at  China,  after 
ended  with  the  delivery  of  the  opium)was  also  stating  the  foregoing  facts  to  the  court  of  di- 
allowed  to  draw  a  commission  on  the  opium  rectors,  conclude  with  the  following  general 
then  shipping  on  the  company's  account ;  but  obsenrations  thereon ;  '^  on  a  review  c^  these 
for  what  reason,  or  on  what  pretence,  does  not  circumstances,  with  the  extravagant  and  onu- 
appear.  sual  terms  of  the  freight,  demurrage,  fikctory 

T|iat  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  order  charges,  Itc  itc.  we  cannot  help  being  of 

to  pay  the  said  Stephen  Sulivan  in  advance  opinion,  that  private  considerations  have  been 

for  the  opium  fiirnished,  or  to  be  furnished,  suffered  to  interfere  too  much  for  any  bene6t 

by  him  in  the  first  year  of  his  contract,  did  that  may  have  been  intsnded  to  thi  honoun- 

borrow  the  sum  of  twenty  lacks  of  rupees  at  ble  company.    We  hope  for  the  honourable 

eight   per  cent,  or   two  hundred  thousand  oourt*s  approbatioo  of  our  conduct  in  this 

pcMmds  sterling,  to  be  repaid  by  draughts  to  affair.    The  novelty  and  nature  of  the  ooo- 

be  drawn  on  the  company,  by  their  supercav-  signments  have  been  the  source  of  much  trou- 

goes,  in  China,  provided  the  opium  consigned  Ue  and  anxiety ;  and,  though  we  wished  to 

to  them  should  arrive  safe ;  but  that  if  the  ad-  have  had  it  in  our  power  to  <k>  more,  we  mar 

venture  foiled,  whether  by  the  loss  of  the  truly  say  we  have  exceeded  our  expectations." 

ships  or  otherwise,  the  subscribers  to  the  above  That  every  part  of  this  transaction,  from 

loan  were  to  be  repaid  their  capital  and  into-  the  monopoly,  with  which  it  commenced,  to 

rest  oat  of  the  company's  treasury  in  Bengal,  the  contraliand  dealing,  with  which  it  conclud- 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  ed,  criminates  the  said  Wsrren  Hastings  with 
this  manner  purchased  a  commodity,  for  wilfol  disobedience  of  orders  and  a  continued 
which  he  said  there  was  no  sale,  and  paid  for  breach  of  trust ;  that  every  step  taken  in  it 
it  with  money  which  he  was  obliged  to  bor-  was  attended  with  heavy  loss  to  the  company, 
row  at  a  high  interest,  %vas  still  more  crimi-  and  with  a  sacrifice  of  their  interest  to  tJiat  of 
sal  in  his  attempt  or  pretended  plan  to  intro-  individuals,  and  that  if  finally  a  profit  had  re- 
duce it  clandestinely  into  China.  That  the  im-  suited  to  the  company  from  sudi  a  transae- 
portaiion  of  opium  into  China  is  forbidden  by  tion,  no  profit  attending  it  oould  compensate 
the  Chinese  government ;  that  the  opium,  on  for  the  probable  risk  to  which  their  trade  m 
seixure,  is  burnt ;  the  vessel,  that  imports.it,  China  was  thereby  exposed ;  or  for  the  oer- 
confiscated ;  and  the  Chinese,  in  whose  posses-  tain  dishonour  and  consequent  distrust  which 
lion  it  may  be  found  for  sale,  punished  with  the  East-India  company  most  incur  in  the 
death.  eyes  of  the  Chinese  government,  by  being  en- 

That  the  govemour>general  and   council  gaged  in  a  low,  clandestine  traffic,  prohibited 

were  well  aware  of  the  existence  of  these  by  the  laws  of  the  country, 
prohibitions  and  penalties,  and  did  therefore 

inform  the  supercargoes  in  China,  that  the  ^•^— 
ship  belonging  to  the  said  Henry  Watson 

would  enter  the  river  at  China  as  an  anned  xixi.  appoxhtmsitt  of  r.  j»  siTLrvAV. 
ship,  and  vxndd  not  be  nporttd  aa  bearing  a 

cargo  of  opium;  that  being  contraband  trade.  That,  in  the  month  of  February,  1781 , 

Thatc^theabove  two  ships,  the  first,  belong-  Mr.  Richard  Joseph  Sulivan,  secretary  to 

ing  to  Cudbert  Tbomhill,  was  taken  by  the  the  select  committee  at  Fort  St.  George,  b|>- 

French ;  and   that  the  second,  arriving   in  pliM  to  them  for  leave  to  proceed  to  Calcntta 

China,  did  occasion  much  embarrassment  and  on  ku  private  q^airo.    That  being  the  conft- 

distress  to  the  company's  supercargoes  there,  dential  secretary  to  the  select  oommiuee  at 

who  had  not  been  previously  consulted  on  the  Fort  St.  George,  and  consequently  possessed 

formation  of  the  plan,  and  were  exposed  to  of  all  the  views  and  secrets  of  the  oompan^, 

great  difiknlty  and  haxard  in  the  execution  of  as  for  as  they  related  to  that  govemmeat,  be 

their  part  of  it.    That  the  ship  was  delayed,  went  privately  into  the  service  of  the  nabob 

at  a  demurrage  of  an  hundred  dollars  a  day,  of  Aroot ;  and,  under  the  pretence  of  pro- 

for  upwards  of  three  months,  waiting  in  vain  oeeding  to  Calcutta  on  his  private  baaiiMi«« 
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nodortook  t  oommisnoD  from  the  nid  bbI-4  WilliKni,  at  Hm  ipeenl  roeonaifliidtiioii  ind 

lo  the  governour-i^iieral  and  council,  to  n^j'  invtanco  of  Warren  Hastiop,  Eeqoire,  then 

tiate  with  them  in  fiivour  of  CAnsin  projecuof  fOvernoorMierali  and  contrary  to  the  declared 

the  nid  nabob,  which  had  b:,dr.  reprobated  by  opinion  and  protest  of  three  of  thenmnxbcni  ot 

the  company.  the  cooncil ;  riz,  Pliilip  Francis  zad  Kuwurd 

That  the  said  Sulivan  was  soon  after  ap*  Whel«r,  Esquires,  wiio  were  present  i  uid 
pointed  back  again  by  the  said  Warren  Haa^  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  was  »bs«vt  (by 
iagft  to  the  office  of  resident  ai  ihedorbar  of  the  whose  abeenoa  the  eaating  voice  of  tlie  said 
sajd  nabob  of  ArooC.  That  it  was  m  high  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  prevailed,)  did 
crime  and  nusdemeanour  in  ihe  <a]d  Hastinga  oonchide  a  treai^  of  perpetual  friendship  and 
to  encourage  so  dangerous  an  example  in  the  altianoe,  ofienaiTe  and  defensive,  with  a  Kin- 
company's  serrioe,  and  to  interfere  unneoea-  doo  prince,  called  the  Ranna  of  Gohnd,  for 
sarily  wit)i  the  government  of  Madras  in  the  the  express  purpose  of  using  the  forces  ci 
discharge  of  the  duties  peculiarly  ascribed  to  the  said  ranna  in  oppoaition  to  the  Mahrattas. 
them  by  the  practice  and  orders  of  the  compa-  That,  among  other  articlea,  it  was  stipu- 
ny,  ibr  tiie  purpose  of  appointing  to  a  great  lated  with  the  sakl  ranna,  by  the  said  Warren 
and  c»»6dential  situation  a  man  who  had  so  Hastings,  *<that  whenever  peace  shonki  becon* 
recently  committed  a  breach  of  tniat  to  his  doded  between  the  company  and  theMahratta 
employers,  itete,  the  maha  rajah  ahonU  be  included  as  a 

That  the  court  of  direclcr«,  hi  the  letter  to  party  in  the  treaty  which  shonU  be  made  for 

Ben^l,  dated  the  Itth  of  July,  I78S,  ami  that  purpoae,  and  his  present  possessions, 

received  there  on  the  18ih  of  February,  178$,  together  with  the  fort  oSf  Oualior,  which  of 

dkl  uniriin  on^  rcveJkc  the  said  appointment,  old  belonged  to  the  fomily  of  the  maha  rajah, 

That  the  said  directors,  in  theirs  to  Fort  St.  if  it  ahonU  be  then  in  his  possession,  and 

Georgp  dated  the  88th  of  August,  l?9f,  and  tocfa  oountriea  as  he  should  have  acquifw 

received  there  the  Slst  of  January,  178S,  did  ad   in   the  course   of  war,  and  which   it 

highly  condemn  the  eouduct  of  the  said  Suli-  ahould   then  bo  rt'pulated  to  iebve  in  bit 

van ;  and,  in  order  :o  deter  tlieir  aervarits  hands,  shonU  be  j^;Aarantied  to  him  by  snob 

from  practices  of  the  safiie  Und,  tUd  c^mmsi  treaty." 

himfiom  their  ttrviee.  That  in  tU)  iwe  war  against  the  Mahrattaa 

That  the  said  Hastings  knowing  that  tlie  the  saki  mma  of  Gohud  dkl  actually  Join  the 
lakl  Sulivan's  appointment  had  been  con-  British  army,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
deemed  and  revoked  by  the  court  of  dirorstors,  Mutr,  with  two  battalions  of  infontry,  and 
and  pretending  that  on  the  16th  c€  March,  IjSOO  cavalry,  and  did  then  serve  in  person 
1783,  he  did  not  know  that  tbo  said  Sulivtui  agunst  the  Mahrattaa,  thereby  afibrding  ma- 
was  ditmiaaed  from  the  oom  tanj's  service,  tMrial  assistance,  and  rendering  essentia  seiw 
though  that  &ct  was  known  at  Madras  on  the  vice  to  the  company. 
Slst  of  the  preceding  January,  did  rccoomuuiil  That,  in  conformity  to  the  above  mentioned 
die  said  Sulivan  to  be  anibasadour  at  the  tnitty,  in  the  fourth  article  of  ihe  treaty  of 
court  <^  Nizam  Ally  Cawn,  sobahi^  of  the  peaee,  concluded  on  the  ISih  of  October,  1781, 
deocan,  in  defiance  of  the  authority  and  orders  iMtween  Colonel  Muir  on  the  pari  of  the  En* 
of  the  court  of  directors.  ffliah  company,  and   Madajee  Scindia  the 

That  eveu  admitting,  what  is  highly  impro-  Mahratta  general,  the  sakl  rann&  cif  Gohud 

bable,  that  the  difnisaion  of  the  said  Sulivaa  i>«^  expressly  hwluded. 

from  the  service  of  the  said  company  was  not  That,  notwithstanding  the  said  «acra«  f  n«- 

known  at  Calcutta  in  fortyMhree  days  from  ▼kd*'>n  and  agreement,  Madajee  Scindia  pro* 

Biladras,  the  last  mentioned  nomination  of  the  ceeded  lo  sttack  the  forta  and  lay  waste  the 

said  Sulivan  was  made  at  least  m  contempt  territories,  of  tlie  sakl  ranna,  and  did  undsr- 

of  the  censure  ahnady  eicpressed  by  the  court  take  to  prosecute  a  war  against  him  for  tbs 

of  directors  at  his  former  appointment  to  the  spsos  of  two  years ;  in  the  course  of  which 

durbar  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  which  was  the  ramm  and  his  family  were  reduced  to  ex* 

certainly  known  to  the  said  Hastings.  treme  distreas,  and  in  the  end  he  was  deprived 

of  his  forts,  and  the  whole,  not  only  of  his 

-  soquired  possessions,  but  of  his  original  do« 

ziT,  KAVHA  or  ooauD.  minions,  so  specially  guarantied  to  him  by  ths 

British  government  in  both  the  above-men' 

That  on  the  second  of  December,  1779,  tioned  treaties, 

the  govemoor-general  and  eooneil  oif  Fort  That  tbe  said  Warren  Hastings  was  duir 
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and  rtgnlurlj  idbrywl  of  tiw  progWM  of  tlM 
war  against  Iha  raiaia,  and  of  evory  oveitt 
thoraof ;  notwithitaading  which,  bo  not  only 
aeglectod  in  any  manner  to  interfero  tlMroin 
in  &voar  of  the  aaid  ranna,  or  to  uae  any  en* 
deavoora  to  pierent  the  infraction  of  tba 
treaty,  but  gavo  ooasiderdble  countenanoa 
and  enoouragenient  to  Madajoe  Scindia  in 
hia  Tiolotion  of  it,  bodi  by  tU  naidenoe  of 
the  British  ininiater  in  the  Mahratta  camp, 
and  by  iIm  approbation  ahown  by  tlie  aa«d 
Warren  Uaatiaga  to  tiw  promiaea  made  by 
hia  agent  of  obaOTTing  the  atiieteat  nentmlity, 
notwithatanding  be  waa  in  juatico  bound,  and 
stood  pledged  by  the  niost  aolenui  and  aaored 
engagementa,  to  protect  and  pieaaife  tiwaaid 
rmnna  from  tiwae  enemiea,  wlioee  rnewitmant 
he  had  pro^ked  only  by  Sua  adberenoa  to  tin 
mtereets  of  the  Britiah  nntion. 

That,  in  the  only  attempt  made  to  aoond 
tin  dUpoaicion  of  Madajee  Bcindia,  ralativa 
lo  a  paeifieation  between  him  and  the  ranna 
of  Gohnd,  on  the  Idlh  of  May,  178S,  Mr. 
Andereon,  in  obedienae  lo  the  ordera  be  Ind 
reeeired,  did  deariy  and  explicitly  declare  to 
Bhow  Buduey,  the  minister  of  the  Madajoe 
Bcindaa,  the  sentimflnta  of  the  nid  Warren 
Hastings,  in  ^  words  fiollowing  ^— "  that  it 
was  so  hr  from  your  (the  aaid  Hastingn*) 
meaning,  to  infereede  in  liis  (the  said  fau- 
na's) fatour,  tlaU  I  only  desired  him  tooomid 
fkindia's  sentiaaants,  mid  in  case  be  was  do* 
airous  of  peace,  to  mention  what  I  laid ;  bat 
if  he  seoRMd  to  prefer  carrying  <m  the  war,  I 
begged  that  Im  would  not  nmntion  a  syllable 
of  what  had  pawed,  but  lot  the  matter  drop 
entirely." 

That  it  aftarwaids  appeared  in  m  minute 
of  the  said  Hastings,  in  council  at  Fort  Wit- 
.Kam,  on  the  ttd  of  September,  178S,  tint  he 
promised,  at  tlie  instance  of  a  BMaaber  of  the 
oouacil,  to  write  to  Lieutenaot  Jaams  Ander- 
son in  flivoor  of  tiie  ranoa  of  Qohud,  and  lay 
his  letter  before  the  board. 

That  nererdielosa  the  said  Haattngs,  pro- 
fessing not  to  reoaBae<  bis  said  promise,  did 
negteel  to  wrU§  aftrmai  Utter  to  HeMmmt 
Amttrmm  in  /ass  hi  ^  tke  mUramtm  ofCh^ 
kmdy  and  that  the  private  letter,  the  extract  of 
wbieh  the  said  Hastings  did  lay  before  tlw 
Soard  on  the  SIst  of  Ootobsr,  178S,  so  fer 
iktNn  directing  any  ofieetnal  interferenee  m 
fiivour  of  the  said  ranna,  or  eommanding  Us 
■gent,  tbs  said  James  Anderson,  to  intetpoae 
Ae  mediation  of  the  Britisii  govornmsnC  to 
praeBre**JbswoMrBHa  terms"  for  the  said 
na,  or  even  "  tafety  to  hU  perevn  tmd  fm 
ijy,''  oenlaias  tba  billereat  invectives  a(^inat 


ham,  and  ia  expreaatvo  of  the 
which  tlM  said  Hastings  acknowledges  him- 
self to  have  enjoyed  in  tlie  distreaaes  of  tlie 
said  ranna,  the  ally  of  the  company. 

That  (he  measures  therein  recommended 
appear  ratbef  to  have  been  designed  to  satisfy 
Madajee  Scindia,  and  to  justify  the  conduct 
of  the  British  government  in  not  having  tokea 
m  more  active  and  a  more  hoatile  part  against 
the  said  ranna,  than  an  intasceesion  on  hin 
behalf. 

That  though  no  consideration  of  good  fiuth, 
or  observance  of  trealieB,  could  induce  tlra 
said  Hnstingi  to  incur  the  hazard  of  any  boo- 
tUe  exertion  of  tlic  British  force  for  the  de- 
fence or  the  relisf  of  the  alliea  of  the  coaa- 
pany,  yet  in  the  said  private  letter  he  direct- 
ed, that,  in  case  his  mediation  abould  be  ao- 
oepted,  it  should  be  made  a  apeeific  comdiliem 
that,  tf  <As  said  roniia  ahould  take  adwuOage 
&f  SvntKo^t  atmwci  fe  roimp  kit  ftinfiVifi'ss 
isi  tmgkt  in  that  com,  on  rtquiaUimif  to  m- 
iMHif  tka  dommionM  of  As  ranna. 

Tliat  no  bene6cial  ejects  oomld  have  been 
ptocwed  to  the  said  renna  by  an  offer  ofraedia- 
tion  delayed  till  Soindia  no  longer  wanted 
**o«r  BSftrfence  lo  erwA  oofaUeu  an  entmy;* 
•t  the  same  time  that  no  reason  was  givftt 
to  Scindia  to  apprehend  the  danger  of  dravr^ 
ing  upon  himself  the  resentment  of  the  Bri- 
tish government  by  a  disregard  of  their  prepo- 
aal,  and  the  destruction  of  their  ally. 

That  it  was  a  groM  and  scandalous  mockery 
in  the  said  Hastings  to  defer  an  application  to 
obtain  honourable  terms  for  the  ranna,  and  safe- 
ty for  his  peraoo  and  fiunily,  till  he  had  been  de- 
E*  ved  of  his  principal  fort,  in  defence  of  which 
uncle  loot  his  life,  and  on  the  capture  of 
which  his  wife,  to  avoid  the  dishonour  com* 
aeqmant  upon  falling  into  the  hands  of  her 
enemies,  had  daatr^fod  hon^  bjf  an  ecple- 
tioH^  gunpowder. 

That,  however,  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
oflbr  of  mediation  was  ever  actually  made, 
or  any  influence  exerted,  either  for  the  safety 
of  the  ranna's  person  and  fiunily,  or  in  mitii^ 
gation  of  the  rigoroue  int£ntio$u  supposed  by 
Lieutenant  Anderson  to  have  been  entectainod 
against  him  by  Madajee  Scindia  afler  hisaniw 
render. 

That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  instructions 
given  by  him  to  Mr.  David  Andereon  for  bin 
conduct  in  negotiating  the  treaty  of  pooc* 
with  the  Mahrattoa,  expressed  his  determi- 
nation to  deeert  the  ranna  of  Gk>bud,  in  the 
following  words :  **  you  will  of  course  bo  at* 
tentive  to  any  engagements  subsisting  bo- 
tween  us  and  other  powacs,  in  settling  thn 
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lenns  of  p«ttea  and  alliann  with  Um  Mab- 
ruus ;  I  except  from  thu  the  muHi  of  Go- 
bad."  *'  Leave  him  to  aettle  hia  own  afiaira 
with  the  Mahrattas.* 

That  the  said  Anderson  appears  rery 
assiduously  to  have  sought  lor  grounds  to 
justify  the  execution  of  this  part  of  his 
instructions,  to  which,  however,  he  was  at  ail 
events  obliged  to  conform. 

That  even  after  his  application  for  that  pur- 
pose to  the  Mahrattas,  whose  testimonj  waa 
much  to  be  suspected,  because  it  was  their 
interest  to  accuse,  and  their  determined  ob- 
ject to  destroy  the  said  ranna,  no  aatisfiw^tory 
proof  was  obtained  of  his  defection  firom  the 
engagements  he  had  entered  into  with  the 
company. 

That,  moreover,  if  all  the  diargea,  which 
have  been  pretended  against  the  ranna,  ud  have 
been  alleged  by  the  said  Hastings  in  justifi- 
cation of  his  conduct,  had  been  well  fonadsd, 
and  proved  to  be  true,  the  subject  matter  of 
those  aocusationa  and  the  proofii,  by  which 
they  were  to  be  supported,  were  known  to 
Colonel  Muir  before  the  conclusion  of  the 
trsa^  he  entered  into  with  Madajee  Bdndia  t 
and  therefore,  whatever  suspicions  may  hava 
been  entertained,  or  whatever  degree  of  crinu- 
imlity  may  have  been  proved  against  the  said 
ranna,  previous  to  the  said  treaty,  from  the 
time  he  was  so  i^ovided  for  and  included  in 
tile  said  treaty,  bo  was  fully  and  justly  enti- 
tled to  the  security  stipulated  for  him  by  the 
company,  and  had  a  right  to  demand  and 
receive  the  protection  of  the  British  govern- 
ment. 

That  these  omsiderations  were  urged  by 
Mr.  Anderson  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
in  his  letter  of  the  S4th  of  June,  1781,  and 
were  enforced  by  this  additional  argument, 
*'  that  in  point  of  policy,  I  believe  it  ought 
not    to  be  our  wish,   that   die  Mahrattas 
■boold  ever  recover  Uie  fortress  of  Gualior; 
It  forms  an  important  barrier  to  our  own  poa> 
seasiona.    In  the  hands  of  the  ranna  it  can  ha 
6f  no  prejudice  to  us ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  present  prospect  of  a  permanent  peace 
betwixt  us  and  the  Mahrattas,  it  seems  high- 
ly expedient  Ihat  there  should  always  remain 
some  strong  barrier  to  separate  tis,  on  this 
aide  of  India,  from  that  warlike  and  powerful 
nation." 

That  ths  said  Warren  Hastings  was  higljy 
culpable  in  «banclooing  die  said  ranna  to  the 
Ibry  of  his  enemioa,  thereby  forfeiting  the 
honour,  and  injuring  the  credit  of  the  British 
nation  in  India,  notwithstanding  the  said 
Hastings  was  fully  convinced,  and  had  pro- 


faasedi  *'  that  the  moat  anered  observanca  of 
treaties,  juatioe,  and  good  fldth,  were  neoea- 
sary  to  the  exiitenoe  of  the  national  interests 
in  that  country.  And  thoogh  the  said  Hast- 
ings has  complained  ef  the  insufficiency  of  the 
laws  of  this  kingdom  to  enforce  this  doctrine 
"  by  the  punishment  of  persona  in  the  posses- 
sion of  power,  who  may  be  impelled  by  the  pro* 
vocation  of  ambitian,  avarioa,  or  vengennce, 
stronger  than  the  restrictions  of  integrity  and 
honour,  to  the  vialation  of  this  just  and  wise 


That  the  said  Hastings,  in  thus  departing 
from  these  his  own  principles,  with  a  ftiU  and 
just  sense  of  (he  guilt  he  would  thereby  in- 
cur, and  in  sacrifil^g  the  allies  of  this  coun- 
try "  /a  the  provoeatumt  of  mn^ilMm,  otNO^es, 
pr  vengtanee,"  in  violation  of  the  national 
frith  and  justice,  did  commit  a  groas  and  wil- 
ful breach  of  his  duty,  and  was  thereby  guilty 
of  an  high  crime  and  misdemoanoor. 


XT.  aBTSVVSti 


PiJtT  I. 


That  the  property  of  the  lands  in  Ben- 
gal, is,  according  to  the  laws  and  customs  of 
that  country,  an  inheritahle  property,  and  that 
it  is,  wkh  few  exceptiona,  veated  in  certain 
natives,  called  zemindars,  or  landholders,  un- 
der wfaiom  other  natives,  called  talookdars 
and  ryots,  hold  certain  subordinate  rights  of 
property,  or  occupancy,  m  the  said  lands: 
that  the  said  natives  are  Hindoos,  and  that 
their  rigku  and  primUgeB  are  grounded  upon 
tiu  pammrimn  of  regular  granUf  a  long  etrige 
tf/amUg  SMCicewion,  and  fair  jmrcJwu :  that 
it  appears  that  Bengal  has  been  under  tha 
dominion  of  the  Mo^,  and  subject  to  a  Mar- 
homedan  government,  for  above  two  hun- 
dred years.  That,  while  the  Mogul  govern- 
ment was  in  its  vigour,  the  property  of  z^ 
mindars  was  held  aaeredi  and  that  either  by 
voluntary  grant  from  the  sud  Mogul,  or  by 
composition  with  him,  the  native  Hindooa 
were  left  in  the  free,  quiet,  and  undisturbed 
posseesioa  of  their  lands,  on  the  single  condi- 
tion of  paying  a  fixed,  certain,  and  unalterable 
revenue,  or  quit-rent,  to  the^ogul  govern- 
ment: that  this  revenue,  or  quit-rent,  wan 
called  the  a^eaU  jumma,  or  original  ground- 
rent  of  the  provinces,  and  was  not  increased 
from  the  time  whoi  it  was  first  settled  in 
1573,  to  1740,  when  the  regular  and  efiectiva 
Mogul  government  ended:   that,  from  that 
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lime  to  I766t  inTuioiii,  nsurptttionsi  and  vft-  toal  interest  which  the  former  hath  in  the  coun- 

rious  revolutiMii  took  place  in  the  gotcmment  try,  and  because  his  inheritance  cannot  be 

of  Bengal,    in  consequence  of  which   the  removed ;  and  it  would   be   improbable  that 

country  was  considerably  reduced  and  impore-  he  alwuld  risk  the  loss  of  it  by  eloping  from 

rished,  when  the  East-India  company  reoeiv-  his  districti  which  is  too  frequently  practised 

ed  from  the  prevent  Mogul  emperor,  Shl^  by  a  farmer  when  he  is  hard  pressed  for  the 

Alum,  a  grant  (if:hodcwannyi  or  collection  of  payment  of  his  balances,  and  as  frequently 

the  revenues :  thai,  about  the  year  1770,  the  predetermined  when  he  receives  his  farm :" 

provinces  of  Bengal  end  Bah«r  Ynre  visited  that  notwithstanding  all  the  preceding  decla- 

with  a  dreadful    fiir.iirie  and  mortality,  by  rations  made  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

which  at  least  one-third  of  tlie  inhabitanta  of  the  loss  of  one-third  of  the   inhabitants, 

perished:  "  that  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  and  general  decline  of  the  country,  he  did, 

has  declared,  "  that  ho  had  alway;i  heard  the  immediately  after  his  appointment  to  the  gov- 

loas  of  inhabitants  reckoned  at  a  third,  and  in  emment,  in  the  year  1778,  make  an  arbitrary 

many  places  near  one-half,  of   the  whole;  settlement  of  the  revenues  for  five  years,  at  a 

and  that  he  knew  not  by  what  means  such  a  higher  rate  than  had  ever  been  received  be- 

loss  could  be  recruited  tn  four  or  five  years,  fore,  and  with  a  progressive  and  accumulating 

and  believed  it  impossible.'*    Tliat,  nevertbe-  increase  on  each  of  the  four  last  years  of  ihe 

less,  the  revenue  was  rioltntiy  kept  iq>  toiU  said  settlement. 

fhrnur  standard^  that  is,  in  the  two  years  im-        That  notwithstanding  the  right  of  property 
mediately  preceding  the  appointment  of  the  and  inheritance,  repeatedly  acknowledged  by 
said  IVarren  Hastings  to  the  government  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  be  in  the  zeroin- 
Fort  William ;  in  consequence  of  which  tk$  dars,  and  other  native  landholders ;  and  not* 
remaining  tuxhlkhdi  qf  tfu  inhalntanU  tocrs  withstanding  he  had  declared  "  that  the  secu- 
ohliged  to  pay  for  tiu>  land9  now  ^fi  wUkmU  rity  of  private  property  is  the  greatest  en- 
ca/livofion ;  and  that  from  the  year  1770  to  couragement  to  industry,  on  whi<£  the  wealth 
the  year  1775,  the  eomUry  had  langwhedf  of  every  state  depends;"  the  said  Warren 
and  the  eml  cvntinusd  enhaneing  every  dt^ :  Hastings,  nevertheless,  in  direct  violation  of 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  to  those  acfaiowledged  rights  and  principles,  did 
the  secret  ooounittec  of  the  court  of  direct-  universally  let  the  lands  of  Bengal  in  farm 
or3,   dated   1st  September,   1778,  declared,  for  five  years;   thereby  destroying  all  the 
"  that  the  lands'  had  suffered  unheard-of  de-  rights  of  private  property  of  the  zemindars ; 
population   by  ihe  famine  and  mortality  of  thereby  delivering  the  management  of  their 
1769 ;  that  the  colieciions,  violendy  kept  itp  estates  to  farmers,  and  transferring  by  a  most 
to  their  former  standard,  had  added   to  the  arbitrary  and  unjust  act  of  power,  the  whole 
distress  of  the  country,  and  threatened  a  gene-  landed  property  of  Bengal  from  the  owners 
ral  decay  of  the  revenue,  unless  immediate  to  strangers  :  Uu£t,  to  accomplish  this  iniqui- 
remedies  were  applied  to  prevent  it."    That  tons  purpose,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
the  said    Warren    Hastings    has    declared,  did  put  the  lands  of  Bengal  up  to  a  pretended 
"  that,  by  intrusting  the  collections  to  the  he-  public  auction,  and  invHed  all  person*  to  make 
roditary  zemindars,  the  people  would  be  treat-  propoeals  for  farming  the  some,  thereby  en- 
ed  with  more  tendemee^,  the  rents  more  im-  couraging  strangers  to  bid  against  the  proprie- 
proved,  and  cultivation  more  likely  to  be  en-  tors ;  in  consequence  of  which  not  only  the 
couraged  ;  that  they  have  a  perpetual  interest  said  proprietors  were  ousted  of  the  posses- 
in  the  country ;  tliai  rAeir  inh^Titance  cannot  sion  and  management  of  their  estates,  but  A 
bo  removed ;   that  they  are  the  proprietors ;  great  part  of  the  lands  fell  into  the  hands  of 
that  the  lands  arc  their  estates,  and  thw  in-  banyans,  or  principal  black  servants  of  Bri* 
heritance;  that,  from  a  lone  continuance  of  tish  subjects,  connected  with  and  precccted 
the  lands  in  their  families,  it  is  tobeconclud-  by  the  government:  and  that  the  said  War- 
ed they  liave  rivetted  an  authority  in  the  dis-  ren  Hastings  himself  has  since  declared,  that 
trict,  acquired  an  ascendency  over  the  minds  by  thia  uhoi,  the  lands  too  generally  fell  into 
of  the  ryots,  and  ingratiated  their  qffeetionM,  the  hands  of '^ desperate  or  knavish  adventv 
That,  from  continuing  the  lands  under  the  rirs:  that,  before  the  measure  herein  befuro 
management  of  those  who  have  a  natural  and  described  was  carried  into  execution,  the  said 
perpetual  mterest  in  their  prosperity,  solid  Warren  Hastings,  did  establish  certain  lUn» 
a  Vantages  might  be  expected  to  accrue :  that  damental  regulations  in  council,  to  be  obscrv- 
the  zemindar  would  be  less  liable  to  failure  or  ed  in  executing  the  same :  that,  among  theao 
d36riencies  than  the  &rmer,  from  the  perpe-  regulations,  it  was  specially  and  strictly  or* 
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4««d,  t]Ht  BQ  ftim  ahouM  enMed  Um  flOBud  ftrsM,  fw  vhi^  1m  warn  aetually  infigadf  Iw 
unount  of  one  Uck  of  rupees ;  and  "  that  no  bat  acknowledged  an  influenoe  overlua  ww- 
pefthear,  banyani  or  other  aervant,  of  wbat>  vont,  and  baa  uaed  that  influence  for  a  par- 
erer  denomination,  or  the  collectori  or  rehi-  poae  inoooeiaient  with  his  duty  bo  the  l*¥^\% 
tion  or  dependant  of  any  such  servant,  should  companyi  namely,  to  deprire  tbooi  of  the  ae*  ■ 
be  allowed  to  farm  lands,  nor  directly  or  in-  curity  of  the  said  Cantoo  Baboo's  enga^ 
directly  to  hold  a  concern  in  any  farm,  nor  to  ment  for  fiinns,  which  on  trial  he  had  Ibuod 
be  security  for  any  farmer;"  that,  in  direct  not  beneficial,  or  not  Ukoly  to  contiaue  bene* 
violation  of  these  his  own  regulations,  and  in  fiqial,  to  himself;  and  that  if  it  was  improper 
breach  of  the  public  trust  reposed  in  him,  that  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  should 
and  sufficiently  declared  by  the  manifest  duty  be  the  judge  of  any  disputes  in  which  his  serw 
'ef  his  station,  if  it  had  not  been  expressed  vant  might  be  involved  on  account  of  liis 
and  enforced  by  any  positive  institution,  he,  fiurms,  thai  reason  ought  to  have  obliged  him 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  permit  and  to  prevent  his  servant  firom  being  engaged  in 
auffer  his  own  banyan,  or  principal  bladk  any  farms  whatever,  or  to  have  advised  hia 
Mewaid,  named  Canioo  Baboo,  to  hold  fiu-qH  aaid  servant  to  relinquish  the  remainder  of 
in  different  Pergunnas,  or  dislricu,  or  to  be  his  farms,  as  well  as  those  which  the  said  War- 
■security  for  fiurms,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  ren  Hastings  affirms  he  quitted  by  his  advice ; 
lacks  of  rupees  [lS0,00tt.  or  upwards]  per  that  w  tlie  subject  of  the  said  charge,  tho 
:anaum ;  and  (hat,  after  enjoying  the  whole  of    ooun  of  «Urectors  of  the  East-India  company 
those  fiums  for  two  yenrs,  be  was  permitted  liave  come  u>  the  followbg  resolutions :  "iSe* 
by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  relinquish  ao^vet/,  that  it  a|>pears  that  the  conduct  of  the 
two  of  them ;  that  oo  the  subject  of  the  farms  late  president  and  council  of  Fort  William, 
held  by  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  said  Warren  Host-  in  Qengal,  in  aaffioring  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  pr»- 
ings  made  the  following  declaration :  "  Ma^  sent  goveniour-generars    banyan,    to   bold 
ny  of  bis  (arms  were    taken  without   mj  farms   in   difierent   pergunnas    to  a    large 
knowledge,  and  ahnost  all  against  my  advice,  amount,  or  to  be  security  for  such  farms,  con* 
I  bad  no  right  to  use  compulsion,  or  authori-  trary  to  the  tenour  and  spirit  of  the  17th  regii* 
ty ;  nor  could  I  with  justice  exclude  him,  lation  of  the  committee  of  revenue  at  Fort 
because  he  was  my  servant,  from  a  liberty  al-  William,  of  the  i4th  of  May,   1772,  and 
lowed  to  all  other  persons  in  the  country.   The  ailerwards  relinquishing  that  security  without 
fiums  which  he  quilted,  he  quitted  by  my  ad''  satis&ction  made  to  the  company,  was  highly 
vice,  because  I  thought  that  he  might  ei^gage  improper,  and  has  beon  attended  with  con- 
bimself  beyond  his  abilities,  and  be  involved  siderable  loss  to  the  company  :"  and  that,  in 
in  disputes  which  I  did  not  choose  to  have  tha  whole  of  thin  transaction,  the  said  War- 
come  before  me  as  judge  of  tlicni."    That  ren  lln^(mg.«  has  been  guilty  of  gross  collusion 
the  said  declaration  oontains  sundry  false  and  with   ht»-  .servant,  ami   manifest    breach  of 
contradictory  assertions :  thac,  if  almui  ait  trust  to  lii«  cinployurs  :  that,  whereas  it  was 
the  said  fbrms  were  taken  against  hin  ailvicc,  ackiiowlixigal  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
it  cannot  be  true,  that  many  of  Ovm  tvere  ilmt  the  country,  in  the  years  1770  and  1771, 
taktti  without  his  ksowledge :  tha^  wlieiher  bad  suffered  groat  depopulation  and  decay ; 
Cantoo  Baboo  bad  been  bis  servant  or  not,  and,  that  the  collections  of  those  years,  bav- 
the  aaid  Warren  HMtin***  \\a»  bound  by  hia  ing  been  violently  kept  up  to  their  former 
own  regubuicns  bo  prevent  his  holding  any  standard,  had  added   to  the  distress  of  the 
£irms  to  a  greater  aoiount  than  one  lack  of  country, — the   settlement    <^  the    revenues 
nipees  per  annum ;  «nd  that  the  said  Cantoo  made  by  him  for  five  years,  commencing  the 
Baboo,  being  tho  servant  of  the  governourw  1st  May,  1772,  instead  of  offering  any  abate- 
general,  was  ezcludeJ  by  tho  said  regulations  ipent  or  relief  to  the  inhabitants,  who  had  snr- 
ttom  holding  any  fkrma  fi^hitevor ;  that  if  (as  vived  the  famine,  held  out  to  the  East-India 
ihe  directors  observe)  it  u»^  Uioujlu  danger-  company  a  promise  of  great  increase  of  reve- 
nue to  pern.it  a  banyan  of  a  t^OUcor  to  be  nue,  to  be  exacted  from  the  country  by  the 
comerxoed  in  farms, the  sante  m  rron^or  objeo-  means  herein  before  described :  that  this  tteu 
(iuns  wouU  always  lie  agaij^M  ihy  guvcmour's  tlement  was  not  realized,  but  fell  considerah'v 
banvan  being  so  contaerncfi :    that  tlie  said  short,  even  in  the  first  of  the  five  yc&r«,  wnen 
Wfirr'^i  I^Ustings  liad  a  right  and  was  bound  the  demand  was  the  Ii«?htest ;  and  tha* ,  on  the 
by  ids  duty  to  prevent  his  servant  fVom  hold-  whole  of  the  five  year?,  Uio  real  collcctiona 
ing  the  same :    that,  in  alvi«ing  the  said  fell  short  of  the  seitieracnt  to  the  enormous 
Cantoo  Baboo  to  relinquish  some  of  the  said  amotmt  of  two  roii lions  and  a  half  sterling, 
Vol.  III.— IS 
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attd  n^wardi :  lUl  nidi  •  MttleBMiit,  if  it  to  OMUitMn  them,  ud  fhoC  lA«y  watM  m^ 

had  been,  or  cookl  havo  been  rigorously  ex-  U  productive  of  tafpetue  to  the  oompamjf,  Mi 

Miodfiron  a  country  alreadj  to  distratMd,  and  utmunUd  vettaiion  to  tht  parties 
horn  a  populaiioo  so  impaired,  that,  in  the 

belief  of  the  eaid  Warren  Hastings,  it  waa  _ 
impossible  that  such  loss  oould  be  recruited 

in  four  or  fire  years,  would  have  been  in  &ct,  E  x  ▼  s  ir  u  x. 
what  it  appeared  to  be  in  form,  an  act  of  the 

most  cniel  and  tyrannical  <^pression;  but  that  fart  n. 
the  real  use  made  of  that  unjust  demand  up- 
on the  natives  of  Bengal  waa  to  oblige  them  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  faur,  «■ 
to  compound  privately  with  persons  who  foaof  sundry  occasions,  declared  his  deliberate  oph^ 
ed  the  settlement,  and  who  threatened  to  en-  ion  generally  against  all  innovations,  and  par- 
Ibrce  it :  that  the  enormous  balances  and  r»*  ticularly  in  the  collection  and  management  of 
miasions  on  thiU  settlement  arose  from  a  geoo-  the  revenues  of  Bengal ;  that  "  he  was  weU 
ral  collusion  between  the  farmers  and  oollecU  iffrare  of  the  expense  and  inconvenience,  wkidk 
ors,  and  from  a  general  peculation  and  em*  ever  olleiuittnfiMNifiofuo^atfikmdt  on  their  first 
besxlement  of  the  revenues,  by  which  the  institution.    That  innovations  are  altoeya  tU- 
Kast-India  company  was  grossly  imposed  tended  with  difficultiesand  inconveniences,  and 
on,  in  the  first  instance,  by  a  promised  in-  innovations  in  the  revenue  with  a  suspension 
creoM of  revenue;  and  deflrauded,  in  the  second  of  the  collections ;  that  the  continual  vari^ 
not  only  by  the  failure  of  that  iaerieaae,  but  tions  in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue, 
by  the  revenues  &Hing  short  of  what  thej  and  the  continual  usurpation  of  the  rights 
were  two  years  preceding  the  s^d  settlement  of  the  people,  have  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the 
to  a  great  amount.    That  the  said  Warren  lyots  a  rooted  distrust  of  the  ordinances  of 
Hastings,  being  then  at  the  head  of  the  gov-  government :"  that  the  court  of  directors  hav« 
emment  of  Bengal,  was  a  party  to  all  the  repeatedly  declared  their  apprehensions  "  that 
aaid  imposition,  fraud,  peculation,  and  embez-  a  sudden  transition  from  one  mode  to  another, 
clement,   and    is    principally  and  specially  fai  the  investigation  and  collection  of  their 
answerable  for  the  same ;  and  that  whereas  revenue,  might  have  alarmed  the  inhabitants, 
sundry  proofs  of  the  said  peculation  and  em-  lessened  their  confidence  in  the  company's 
beulement  were  brought  before  the  oourt  of  proceedings,  and  been  attended  with  other 
directors,  the  said  directors  (in  a  letter  dated  evila :"  that  the  said  Warren  HasUngs,  im- 
4th  of  March,  1776,  and  signed  by  William  mediat*W  after  his  appointment  to  the  govern- 
j:>evayne8  and  Nathaniel   Smith,  Esquires,  mentof'Port  William,  in  April,  177«,  did 
now  chairman  and  deputy  chairman  of  the  said  abolish  th«  office  of  naib  dvan^  or  native  col- 
court,  and  members  of  this  house)  did  do-  lector  of  the  revenues,  then  existing ;  that  he 
Clare,  that, «'  although  it  was  rather  their  wish  did,  at  the  sam«  time,  appoint  a  committee 
to  prevent  future  evils,  than  to  enter  into  a  of  the  board  to  go  on  a  circuit  through  the 
severe  retrospection  of  past  abuses,  yet,  as  provinces,  and  to  form  a  settlement  of  the 
in  some  of  the  cases  then  before  them,  they  revenues  for  five  years :  that  he  did  then  ap- 
conceived  there  had  been  JIagrant  eorruptioHj  point  sundry  of  the  company^s  servants   to 
and  in  others  great  oppressions  committed  on  hwe  the  management  of  the  oolleetioos  vis. 
the  native  inhabitants,  they  thought  it  unjust  one  in  each  district,  under  thotitleof  eo//ecf«r; 
to  suffer  the  delinquents  to  pass  wholly  unpun-  that  he  did  then  abolish  the  general  boaid  of 
ishod ;  and  therefore  they  directed  the  gover-  revenue  or  council  at  Muxadavad  for  the  fol» 
nour-general  and  council  forthwith  to  com-  lowing  reasons :  "  that  while  the  cootroliins 
mence  a  prosecution  against  the  persons  who  and  executive  part  of  the  revenue,  and  the 
composed  the  committee  of  circuit,  and  their  correspondence  with  the  collectors,  was  car- 
representatives,  and  against  all  other  proper  ried  on  by  a  council  at  Muxadavad,  the  mem- 
parties  ;"  but  that  the  prosecutions,  so  order-  bers  of  the  administration  at  Calcutta  had  no 
ed  by  the  court  of  directors  in  the  year  1778  opportunity  of  acquiring  that  thorough  and 
have  never  been  brought  to  trial ;  and  that  the  comprehensive  knowledge,  which  could  only 
said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  SSd  of  De-  result  from   practical    experience :   that   tho 
cember,  1783,  propose  and  carry  it  in  council,  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  which  catab- 
thai  ordere  afundd  be  jpiven  for  withdrawing  Ushed  a  new  system,  which  enjoined  many 
the  said  prosecutions ;  declaring,  that  he  was  new  regulations  and  inquiries,  could  not  pro- 
clearly  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  ground  perly  be  delegated  to  a  subordinate  council  • 
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and  it  became  abaohitaly  neceaaary,  that  the  aboliafa  the  aaid  proTincia)  oouneila,  did,  m 
business  of  the  revenues  should  be  conducted  the  beginning  of  the  year  1781,  again  change 
tuuicr  tht  xmmMdiatt  obMervation  and  dirwtion  the  whole  system  of  the  collections  of  the 
of  the  board:"  that,  in  November,  1773,  the  public  revenue  of  Bengal,  as  also  the  ad- 
said  Warren  Hastings  abolished  the  office  of  ministration  of  civil  and  criminals  justice 
eoUtctoTj  and  transfdfcd  the  collection  and  throughout  the  provinces.  That  the  said 
management  of  the  revenues  to  several  coun-  Wsrren  Hastings,  in  a  letter  dated  6lh  May^ 
cils  of  revenue,  commonly  called  provincial  1781,  advising  the  court  of  directors  of  the 
oouneil*:  that,  on  the  24th  of  October,  1774,  said  changes,  has  falsely  afl^rmed  "  that  thd 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  eamtaily  qjFertd  plan  of  superintending  and  collecting  the 
&is  adviet  (to  the  governour-general  and  public  revenue  of  the  provinces,  through  tlie 
eoimcil  then  newly  appointed  by  act  of  par-  agency  of  provincial  councils,  had  been  in- 
liameni)  for  the  continuation  of  the  eaid  ty»-  stituted  for  the  temporary  and  declared  pur- 
tem  of  provincial  councils  in  ail  iu  parte:  pose  of  introducing  another  more  permanent 
that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  on  the  22d  mode  6y  on  easy  and  gradual  change  ,*''  that, 
of  April,  1773,  transmit  to  the  directors  a  on  the  contrary,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
formal  plan  for  the  future  settlement  of  the  from  the  year  1773  to  the  year  178],  hea 
revenues,  and  did  therein  declare,  that,  "with  constantly  and  uniformly  insisted  on  the  wis- 
respect  to  the  mode  of  managing  the  colleo-  dom  of  that  institution,  and  on  the  necessity 
tion  of  the  revenue,  and  the  administration  of  of  never  departing  from  it ;  that  he  has,  in 
justice,  none  occurred  to  him  so  good  as  the  that  time,  repeatedly  advised  that  the  said 
system  which  was  already  established,  of  pro-  institution  should  be  confirmed  in  perpetuity 
vincial  councils :"  tha(,  on  the  18th  of  Janua-  by  an  act  of  parliament :  that  the  said  total 
ry,  1776,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  trans-  dissolution  of  the  provincial  councils  was  not 
mit  to  the  court  of  directo^  a  plan  for  the  introduced  by  any  easy  and  gradual  change, 
better  administration  of  justice :  that,  in  this  nor  by  any  gradations  whatever;  but  waastid- 
plan,  the  establishment  of  the  said  provincial  den  and  unprepared,  and  instantly  accomplisl^ 
councils  was  specially  provided  for  and  con-  ed  ^y  a  single  act  of  power :  and  that  the 
firmed;  and  that  Warren  Hastings  did  re-  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  place  of  the 
commend  it  to  the  directors  to  obtain  the  $anc-  said  councils,  has  substituted  a  committee 
Hon  of  parUament  for  a  coi^rfnation  of  the  of  revenue,  consisting  of  four  covenanted 
end  plan:  that,  on  the  SOth  of  April,  1776,  servants,  on  principles  opposite  to  those 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did^transmit  to  the  which  he  had  himself  professed,  and  with  ex- 
court  oi  directors  the  draught  or  scheme  of  elusive  powers,  tending  to  deprive  the  roem- 
an  act  of  parliament  for  the  better  admin istrar  hers  of  the  supreme  council  of  a  due  know- 
tion  of  justice  in  the  provinces,  in  which  the  ledge  of,  and  inspection  into,  the  macage- 
sakl  establishment  of^  provincial  councils  is  ment  of  the  territorial  revenues,  specially  and 
specially  included,  and  special  jurisdiction  unalienably  vested  by  the  legislature  in  the 
assigned  to  the  said  councils.  That  the  governour-general  and  council,  and  to  vest 
court  of  directors,  in  a  letter  dated  5th  Feb-  Uie  same  solely  and  entirely  ia  the  said 
ruary,  1777,  did  give  the  following  instruc-  Warren  Hastings.  That  the  reasons  assign^ 
tion  to  the  governour-general  and  council,  a  ed  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  for  oonstitut- 
majority  of  whom,  viz.  Sir  John  Clavering,  ing  the  said  committee  of  revenue,  are  in- 
Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  had  dis-  compatible  with  those  which  he  professed, 
approved  of  the  plan  of  provincial  councils,  when  he  abolished  the  subordinate  council  of 
**  Tf  you  are  fully  convinced,  that  the  estab-  revenue  at  Muxadavad  :  that  he  has  invested 
•ishment  of  provincial  councils  has  not  an-  the  said  committee,  in  f As  ytil2ej(  manner,  toi^A 
•wered,  nor  is  capable  of  answering,  the  pur-  all  the  powere  and  authority  t^f  the  govemour^ 
^oses  intended  by  such  institutions,  we  here-  general  and  council :  that  he  has  ther^y 
^  direct  you  to  form  a  new  plan  for  the  contracted  the  whole  power  and  office  (^  the 
collection  of  the  revenues,  and  to  transmit  the  provincial  councils  into  a  small  compass,  and 
same  to  us /or  our  consideration.**  That  the  vested  the  same  in  four  persons  appointed 
said  Warren  Hastings,  in  contradiction  to  his  by  himself:'^  that  he  has  thereby  taken  the 
own  sentiments  repeatedly  declared,  and  to  general  transaction  and  cognizance  pf  rere- 
his  pwn  advice  repeatedly  and  deliberately  nue  business  out  of  the  supreme  council : 
given,  and  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  that  the  said  committee  are  empowered  to 
directors,  to  whom  he  transmitted  no  previous  conduct  the  current  business  of  the  revenue  d»> 
comnuinicatioB  whatever  of  his  intention  to  partroent,  without  reference  to  the  supraai* 
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tfaardinory  aeem-rmci,  d&imM  »Hd  frepomdt,  mpaet  to  the  period  of  the  letfef  in  geaenf, 

at  may  retptire  ttu  apedat  ordera  of  Ou  board:  it  apptartd  to  the  oommittet  that  to  limit  thtm 

that  even   the  instroction  to  report  to  tlie  to  one  year  would  be  the  beat  period ;  he,  the 

board,  in  extnordinary  caeee,  is  nugatory  and  said  Warren  Hastmgii  approved  of  that  limi- 

faIlacious,betngacc0nipanied  with  limitations  tation,  in  manifisst  OMitradiction  to  all   hia 

which  make  it  impossible  for  the  said  board  own  arguments,  proi<flKons,  and  declaratioas, 

to  decide  on  any  qnestions  whatsoever ;  since  concerning  the  fatal  consequences  of  'oKtmai 

it  is  expressly  provided  by  the  said  Warren  leases  of  the  lands :  that,  in  so  doing,  the 

Hastings,  (^,t/fA«mcm6ef9o/ like  eommiKee  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  hold  himself 

differ  in  opimany  it  ianot  expected  that  every  bound  or  restrained  by  the  orders  of  the  court 

diaaentient  ojrinion  ahmdd  be  recorded ;  conse-  of  directors,  but  acted  upon  his  own  discre* 

quentiy,  the  supreme  council,  on  any  refb-  tion ;  »nd  that  he  has,  ibr  partial  and  inter- 

rence  to  their  board  can  see  nothing  but  the  ested  purposes,  exercised  that  discretion,  in 

resolutions  or  reasons  of  the  majority  of  the  particular  instances,  against  his  own  general 

committee,  without  the  arguments  on  which  settlement  for  one  year,  by  granting  perpetual 

the  dissentient  opinions  might  be  founded :  euKl  leases  of  farms  and  zemindarios  to  peraons 

since  it  is  also  expressly  provided  by  the  said  specially  favoured  by  Itim ;  and  particularly 

Warren  Hastings,  that  the  determination  ^  hy  granting  a  perpetual  lease  of  the  zemindft- 

the  majority  of  Me  committee  tkoidd  not  there-  ry  dTBaharbund  to  his  servant  Cantoo  Baboo 

fore  be  atayedf  unUm  it  ahatdd  be  to  agreed  on  very  low  terms ;  that,  in  all  the  preceding 

by  (he  nutjarity ;  that  is,  that  notwithstanding  transactions,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 

the  reference  to  the  supreme  council,  die  act  contrary  to  bis  duty,  as  govemour  <S  Fort 

measure  shall  be  executed  without  waiting  William,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  his  employ- 

for  their  decbion.    That  the  said  Warren  ers,  and  contrary  to  his  own  declared  sense 

Hastings   has   delivered  his  opinion,  with  of  expediency,  consistency,  and  justice;  and 

many  arguments  to  support  the  same,  in  fit-  thereby  did  harass  and  afflict  the  inhabitants 

vour  of  long  leases  of  the  lands  in  preference  <^  the  provinces  with  perpetual  dianges  in 

to  anmud  settlements ;  that  he  has  particn-  the  system  and  execution  of  the  government 

larly  declared,  "  that  the  farmer  who  holds  placed  over  them,  and  with  continued  inno« 

his  &nn  for  one  year  only,  having  no  into-  rations  and  exactions  against  the  rights  of  the 

rest  in  the  next,  takes  what  he  ean  with  the  said  inhabitants :  thereby  destroying  all  se- 

hand  of  rigour,  which  even  in  the  execution  of  curity  to  private  property,  and  all  confidence 

legal  claims,  is  often  equivalent  to  violence,  in  thogood  faith,  principles,  and  justice  of  the 

He  is  under  the  necessity  of  being  rigid,  had  British  government :  and  (hat  the  said  WaN 

even  cruel ;  for  what  is  left  in  arrear  after  the  ren  Hastings,  having  substituted  his  own  in. 

expiration  of  his  power,  is  at  beet  a  doubtful  stmments  to  be  the  managers  and  collectors 

debt,  if  ever  recoverable.    He  will  be  tempt*  of  the  public  revenue,  in  the  manner  herein 

ed  to  exceed  the  bounds  of  right,  and  to  aug-  before  mentioned,  did  act  in  manifest  breach 

ment  his  income  by  inregolar  exactions,  and  and  defiance  of  an  act  of  the  13th  of  his  pre- 

by  racking  the  tenants,  for  which  pretences  sent  majesty,  by  which  (Ae  orcfenn^omiiiuii^ 

will  not  be  wanting,  where  the  farms  pass  agement  and  gevemnunt  of  all  the  territorial 

annually  from  one  hand   to  another.    That  reeentist  in  the  kingdoma  of  Bengal,  Bahar^ 

the  discouragements  which  the  tenants  feel  and  Oriaaaf  were  vested  in  the  govemour- 

from  being   transferred  every  year  to  new  general  and  council,  without  any  power  of 

landlords,  are  a  great  objection  to  such  short  delegating   the  said  trust  and   duty  to  any 

leases ;  that  they  contribute  to  injure  the  cul-  other  persons ;  and  that  by  such  unlawful  do- 

tivation,  flind  dispeople  the  lands.    That,  on  legation  of  the  powers  of  the  council  to  a 

the  CMitmry,  from  long  farms,  the  farmer  ao-  subordinate  board  appointed  by  himself,  he, 

quires  a  permanent  interest  in  his  lands :  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  in  effect  unite 

will,  for  his  own  sake,  lay  out  money  in  as-  and  vest  in  his  own  person  the  ordering,  gov- 

sisling  his  tenants  in  improving  lands  already  emment,  and  managethent  of  all   the  said 

cultivated,  and  in  clearing  Siid  cultivating  territorial  revenues:  and   that,  for  the  said 

vrasto  lands.**    That,  nevertheless,  the  said  illegal  act,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  is 

Warren  Hastings,  having  left  it  to  the  discre-  solely  answerable,  the  same  having  been  pro- 

tion  of  the  committee  of  revenue,  appointed  by  posed  and  resolved  in  council,  when  the  gov- 

him  in  1781,  to  fix  the  time  for  which  thie  emour-general  and  council  consisted  but  of 

ensuing  settlement  should  be  made ;  and  the  two  persons  present ;  namely,  the  said  War- 

■aid  committee  having  declared,  that,  with  ren  Hastings,  and  the  lata  Edward  Wheaer, 
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Biquire :  and  when  oooMqueatly  the  gov«iw  uMNmt)  no  iBor»  An  l-IOiOOCK.  iUrling  tor 

aouT'-geiierml,  by  virtiw  of  Um  cMtiqg  tokc^  Uw  support  of  tho  dinaity  of  the  .househDidI 

poMened  the  whole  power  of  the  govemmeol.  end  ftiaily  of  the  aebob,  end  fiw  the  maiiit»- 

Thftt,  in   all  the  changes  and  innovations  nanoe  of  his  government,  as  well  as  lor  the 

herein  before  described,  the  pretence  used  by  payment  of  the  public  debts  due  within  the 

the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  recommend  and  province, 
insliiy  the  same  to  the  court  of  directors  has 

ken,  that  such  changes  and  innovations  would        III. — ^That  by  the  treaty  of  Fysabad  a 

be  attended  with  increase  of  revenue,  or  di»  regular  brigmie  of  the  company's  troo{Ht  lo  be 

irinotion  of  expense  to  the  East-Indin  com-  stationed  in  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of 

Cny :  that  such  pretence,  if  true,  would  not  Oude,  was  kept  up  at  the  expeaee  of  Uie 

ve  been  a  justification  of  such  acu ;  but  said  nabob;  in  addition  to  which  a  temporary 

that  soch  pretence  is  frlse  and  groundlees.  brigade  of  the  same  troops  was  added  to  his 

That,  during  the  administration  of  the  said  establishment,  togetfasr  with  sovoral  detached 

Warren  Hastings,  the  territorial  revenuee  oorps  in  the  company's  service,  and  a  great  part 

ha^  declined ;  that  the  charges  of  collecting  of  his  own  native  troops  were  put  under  the 

the  same  have  greatly  increased ;  and  that  the  eommand  of  British  ottcers. 
said  Warren  Hastings,  by  his  neglect,  mis- 

nanagement,  and  by  a  direct  and  intended        iy.«— That  the  expense  of  the  company\i 

waste  of  the  company's  property,  is  ehargen*  tempoimry   brigade  increased  in   ths  same 

ble  with,  and  answershle  for,  all  the  said  de-  year  (the  year  of  1 779)  upwards  of  80,0001. 

dine  of  revenue,  and  all  the  said  increase  of  sterling  above  the  eatimate ;  and  the  expense 

expense.  of  the  country  troops  under  British  oflSosrs, 

in  the  same  period,  increased  i|pwards  of 

^— ^-  40,000t.   si«>rliBg;  and  in  addition   to  the 

a/br«Mid   raiaous   expenses,  a   large   civil 

zvi.  MisJOBMXAiroVBS  TM  ouDs.  cstabltsfamem  was  gndually,  secretly,  and 

f»ithout  an]|  autfaority  from  the  court  of  dn 

I. — That  the  province  of  Onde  and  its  rectors,  or  record  in  the  books  of  the  council 

dependencies   were,  before  their  connexion  genwal  concerning  the  same,  formed  for  the 

with,  and  subordination  to,  the  company,  in  a  resident ;  and  another  under  Mr.  Wombwell, 

flourishing  condition  with  regard  to  culture,  an  agent  for  the  eompanv ;  as  also  several 

commerce,  and  population,  uid  their  rulers  pensions  and  allowanoss,  in  the  same  secret 

and  principal  nobility  maintained  themselves  and  olandsstine  mnnner,  were  charged  on  the 

in  a  state  of  affluence  and  splendour  ;  but  revenues  of  the  said  nabob  for  the  bene6t  of 

very  shortly  after  the  period  aforesaid   the  British  subject,  besideo  large  occasional  gifts 

prosperity  both  of  the  country  and  of  its  to  persons  in  the  company's  service, 
chicfi  began  sensibly  and  rapidly  to  decline ; 

insomuch  that  the  revenue  of  the  said  province,  V. — That  in  the  month  of  November, 
which  on  the  lowest  estimation  had  been  1779,  the  said  nabob  did  represent  to  Mr. 
found,  in  the  commencemtel  of  the  British  Purling,  the  company's  reeident  aforeaakl,  the 
influence,  at  upwards  of  three  millions  ster-  distressed  state  of  his  revenues,  in  ths  follow- 
ling  annually  (and  that  ample  revenue  raised  ing  terms :  *•  Dunng  inree  years  past,  the  ex- 
without  detriment  to  the  country)  did  not  in  pense  occasioned  by  the  troope  in  brigade, 
the  year  1779,  exceed  the  sum  of  l,50O,00OC  and  others'commanded  by  European  officers, 
aid  in  the  subsequent  years  did  foil  much  has  much  distressed  the  support  of  my  bouse- 
short  of  that  sura,  although  the  rents  were  hold,  insomuch  that  the  allowances  made  to 
fenerallv  advanced,  and  the  country  grievous-  the  seraglio  and  chiUren  of  the  deceased  na- 
\y  oppressed  in  order  to  raise  it.  bob  have  been  reduced  to  one-fourth  of  what 

it  had  been,  upon  which  they  have  subsisted 

II.^Thai  in  the  aforesaid  year,  1779,  the  in  a  very  distressed  manner  for  two  years 

demands  of  the  EasUlndia  company  on  the  past.    The  attendants,  writers,  and  servants, 

aahcb  of  Oude  are  stated  by  Mr.  Purling,  Am:,  of  my  court  have  received  no  pay  for 

their  resident  at  the  court  of  Oude,  lo  amount  (wo  years  past ;  and  there  is,  at  present,  no 

to  the  sum  of  1 ,360,0002.  sterling  and  up-  part  of  the  country  that  can  be  allotted  to 

wards,  leaving  (upon  the  supposition  that  the  the  payment  of  my  fother's  private  creditors, 

whole  revenue  shouU  amount  to  the  sum  of  whose  applications  are  daily  presshig  upon 

1,500,0001.    sterling,  lo  which   U  did   hoc  see.    AU  these  difiovUss  I  base  for  thsM 
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thvM  TBWfl  put  stni|gl«d  Chroagh  and  fbmA  ml,  and  afterwards  to  compd  km  to  keep  Aa 

this  consolation  therein,  that  it  was  complying  troopt  m  hii  pay  during  yowr  pleatttre,  yaw 

with  the  pleasure  of  the  honouridile  company,  tntenia  art  unjunt ;  and  a  eomtpondenl  eon* 

and  in  the  hope  that  the  supreme  coundt  chief  wuld  r^eet  great  d&thonour  on  the  eom- 

would  make  inquiry  from  impartial  persons  pany.^ 
into  my  distressed  situation ;  but  I  am  now 

forced  to  »  representation.  From  the  great  VII. — That  in  answer  to  the  decent  joA 
mertoMe  of  sspense  the  revenues  were  noces-  humble  representation  aforesaid  of  the  nabob  of 
sarily  fiurmed  out  ol  a  highraU ;  and  deficien-  Oiide,  the  allegations  of  whidi,  so  frr  as  they 
cies  followed  yearly.  The  country  and  cut-  relate  to  the  distressed  state  of  the  nabob's 
tifatlon  is  abandoned,  aad  this  year,  in  par-  finances,  and  bis  total  inability  to  discharge 
ticular,  from  the  eaceasivo  drought,  deduc-  the  demands  made  on  him,  were  confirmed  by 
tions  cC  many  lacks  **  [stated  by  the  resident,  the  testimony  of  the  English  resident  at 
in  his  letter  to  the  board  of  the  ISth  of  the  Oude,  and  which  the  said  Hastings  did  not  deny 
month  following,  to  amount  to  25  lacks,  or  in  the  whole  or  In  any  part  thereof,  be,  tfa&said 
S60,000<.  sterling]  "  have  been  allowed  the  Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  pretence  of  ceraiin 
farmers,  who  were  still  left  unsatisfied.  I  political  dangers,  declare  the  relief  desired  tobe 
have  receiTed  but  just  sufficient  to  support  without  hesitation  totally  inadmissible ;"  and 
my  absolute  necessities,  the  revenues  being  did  ftlsely  and  maliciously  insinuate,  *'  that 
deficient  to  amount  to  15  lacks  [I60,000f.  the  tons,  in  which  the  demands  of  the  nabol^ 
sterling]  and  for  this  reason  many  of  the  old  were  asserted,  and  the  season  in  whidi  they 
chieftains,  with  their  troops,  and  the  usefiil  were  made,  did  give  cause  for  the  mott  alarm* 
attendants  of  the  court,  were  forced  to  leave  ing  au^dotu.^  And  the  said  Warren 
it,  and  there  is  now  only  a  fow  foot  and  Hastings  did,  in  a  letter  to  the  said  nabob 
horse  for.the collection  of  my  revenues;  and  aforesaid,  written  in  haughty  and  insolent 
ibould  the  zemindars  be  refractory,  there  is  language,  and  without  taking  any  notice  of 
not  left  a  sufficient  number  to  reduce  them  to  the  distresses  of  the  said  nabob,  alleged  and 
d>edience."  And  the  said  nabob  did  there-  verified  as  before  recited,  "  require  and  in- 
fore  pmy,  that  the  assignments  for  the  new  sist  upon  your  [the  nabob's]  granting  tuncaws 
brigade,  the  corps  of  hone,  and  the  other  de-  [assignments]  for  the  full  amount  of  their  [the 
tached  bodies  of  the  company's  troops,  might  company's]  demands  upon  you  for  the  cur- 
not  be  required  firom  him  ;  alleging,  "  that  rent  year,  and  on  your  reserving  fimds  suflli- 
IIm  former  was  not  only  quite  useless  to  his  cient  to  answer  them,  even  ehxmid  thed^den' 
government,  but  moreover  the  cause  of  mudi  o'es  of  your  revenuee  compel  you  to  leave 
loss  both  in  the  revenues  and  customs ;  and  j^e«r  own.  troops  unprovidod  for^  or  to  ifis* 
that  the  detached  bodies  of  troops,  under  band  a  part  of  them  to  enable  you  to  ^eti 
th«ir  European  officers,  brought  nothing  but  it" 
confusion  into  the  afiVdrs  of  his  government, 

and  were  entirely  their  own  masters.**  YIH. — That  in  a  letter,  written  at  the 

same  time  to  the  resident  Purling,  and  intend- 

VI.— That  it  appears,  that  the  said  nabob  ed  for  bis  directions  in  enforcing  on  the  nabob 

was  not  bound  by  any  tresity  to  the  mainte-  the  unjust  demands  aforesaid,  the  said  Warren 

nance,  without  his  consent,  «0en  of  the  eld  Hastings  hath  asserted,  in  direct  contradiction 

brigade;  the  court  of  directors  ^having,  in  to  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  said 

their  letter  of  the  16th  December,  1775,  ap-  nabob  and  the  company,  "that  he  [the  nabob). 

proved  of  keeping  the  same  in  his  service,  stands  engaged  to  our  government  to  main- 

*<  provided  it  woe  done  with  the  free  ooneent  tain  the  English  armies,  which,  at  his  own 

of  the'aoubahf  and  by  no  meane  toUhout  it,"  request,  have  been  formed  for  the  protection 

And  the  nsto  brigade^  and  temporary  corps,  of  his  dominions ;  and  that  it  ia  our  part^  and 

were  raised  on  the  express  oonditi(Mi  that  the  not  Ats,  to  judge  and  determine  in  what  mon^ 

expense  thereof  should  be  charged  on  the  ner  emd  at  what  Hme  these  ehall  be  reduced 

nabob  only  "for  eo  long  a  ftme  ae  he  ehould  and  wUhdrawnJ**    And  in  a  minute  of  oon- 

reqvire  the  eorpe  for  hie  eerviee."    And  the  sultation,  when  the  aforesaid  measure  was 

court  of  directors  express  to  the  govemour-  proposed  by  the  said   Hastings  to  the  su- 

general  and  council  their  sense  of  the  said  preme  council,  he  did  affirm  and  maintain, 

agreement  in  the  following  terms ;  '*  but  if  that  the  troops  aforesaid  *•*  had  now  no  eqta- 

you  intend  to  exert  your  influence,  first  to  ro^c  or  distinct  existence  from  ours,  and  may 

ndine  the  visier  to  aoquiesoe  in  your  propo-  be  properly  said  to  consist  of  our  whole  mi!i* 
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taryettablitiwieiiti  with  the  eiosptiaii  only  of  villi  aay  of  hte  diflfluhiai,  traaUiiff  thtj 

•ttr  Europeui  infkntry ;  aod  thtt  Umjt  could  would  leuv  tlMB  fron  olhar  qu«rl«r«,  tod 

not    be    withdrawn    without    impooiof  on  tiMUhethoaldbereUevedby  tb»ir  fiiondiOiip: 

the  company  tJu  additumml  tmrtiun  of  them,  *•  but  (h«.ny«)  wb«n  ihtkntfe  had  pautraUd 

tit  disbanding  nine  battaliona  of  diw:ipliBed  te  At  bcm,  and  I  waa  aarroiinded  with  such 

aepoys,  and  three  regimeota  of  hone.**  heavy  diatreaaea,  that  I  cuuUl  no  longer  live 

in  expectationa,  I  then  wrote  an  account  of 

IX. — That  in  the  minute  of  conaultation  my  difficulties.    The  answer  1  have  received 

aforesaid,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  hath  to  it  is  such,  that  it  \mM  given  me  inexpressi* 

farther  in  justification  of  the  violent  wad  ar«  ble  grief  and  affliction.     I  never  had   the 

bitrary  proceedings  aforesaid,  asserted*"  that  least  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the 

the  arrangement  of  measures  between  the  oouoci],  that  you  would  have  givon  your  or* 

British  government  and  their  allies,  the  nap  ders  in  se  qfiicHMg  •  monnsr  m  which  you 

live  powers  of  India,  must,  in  case  of  disa-  never  btfare  wrote,  omd  I  could  nntr  ime 

greement  about  the  necessity  thereof,  &sde«  imagined.    1  have  delivered  up  all  my  pri« 

odsd  by  the  atrongett ;"  and  hath  thereby  ad-  vmte  papers  to  him  [the  resident]  that  aiW 

vanced  a  dangerous  and  most  indecently-ez-  examining  my  receipts  and  expenses,  he  may 

pressed  position,  subversive  of  the  righu  of  take  whatever  remains.      That  as   I  know 

allies,  and  tending  to  breed  war  and  confu-  it  to  be  my  duty  to  satisfy  you  [the  com- 

sion,  instead  of  cordiality  and  co-operation  pany  and  council]  I  have  not  &iled  to  obey 

amongst  them,  and  to  destroy  all  oonfidenoeof  in  any  instance ;  but  requested  of  him  that  it 

the  princes  of  India  in  the  fiiith  and  justice  of  might  be  done  so  as  not  to  distress  me  in  my 

the  English  nation ;  and  the  said  Hastings,  nsctfsnry  expenses.     There  being  no  other 

having  nirther,  in  the  minute  aforesaid,  pr^  funds  but  those  for  the  expenses  A  my  mut- 

snmed  to  threaten  to  "  bring  to  punishment,  aeddios,  [clerks  and  accountants]  household 

if  my  inAuence  [his  the  said  Hastings's  in-  expenses,  and  servants,  &c.  he  demanded 

floence]  can  produce  that  effect,  thorn  incendi-*  these  in  such  a  manner,  that  being  remediless, 

nriet,  who  have  endeavoured  to  make  them-  I   was  obliged  to  comply  with  what  he  ro* 

selves  the  instruments  of  division  between  quired.     He    has  accordingly  stopped    the 

OS,"  hath,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  obstructed  the  pen»ion»  <^  my  old  aervante  for  SO  ^eors, 

perfornmnce  of  one  of  the  most  essential  du^  whether  tepoye  [ooidiere\  muleeddiea  [eeereta* 

ties  of  a  prince,  engaged  in  an  unequal  allip  rtM  and  aeeeiintanl«]  or  houeehold  eervanta, 

ance  with  a  presiding  state--that  of  repro^  and  the  expeneee  of  my  family  and  kitehen^ 

senting  the  grievances  of  his  subjects  to  that  together  wUh  theji^hirea  of  my  grandmother, 

more  powerful  state,  by  whose  acts  they  suf*  mother,  and  auntt,  and  of  my  brothera  and 

fer  -,  leaving  thereby  the  governing  power  in  <lepcndan/«,  which  were  for  their  aupport,** 
total  ignorance  of   the  effects  of  its  own 

measures,  and  to  the  oppressed  people  no  XII. — That  in  answer  to  the  letter  afore- 
other  choice  than  the  alternative  of  an  unquali-  said,  the  resident  received  from  the  said  War- 
fied  submission,  or  a  resistance  productive  of  ren  Hastings  and  council  an  order  to  perse- 
consequences  more  fotal.  vere  in  the  demand  to  its  fullest  extent,  that 

is  to  say,  to  the  amount  of  1,400,000{.  star- 

X. — That  all  relief  being  denied  lo  the  ling, 
nabob,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  grounds 

aforesaid,  the  demands  of  the  company  on  the  XIII.^That  on  the  16th  of  May,  the  na- 

said  nabob  in  the  year  following,  that  is  to  bob  replied,  complaining  in  an  humble  and 

say,  in  the  year  1780,  did  amount  to  the  suppliant  manner  of  his  distressed  situation, 

enormous  sum  of  l,4CK),000f.  sterling,  and  that  he  bad  at  first  opposed  the  assigning  to 

the  distress  of  the  province  did  rapidly  in-  the  use  of  the  compai^  the  estates  of  hu 

crease.  mother,  of  his  grandmother,  of  one  of  his 

uncles,  and  of  the  sons  of  another ;  but  tliat, 

XI. — That  the  nabob,  on  tlie  24th  of  Feb-  in  obedience  to  the  injunctions  of  the  gentle- 

ruary,  of  the  same  year,  did  again  write  to  men  of  the  council,  it  had  been  done,  to  the 

tlie    govemour-general,    the    said    Warren  amount,  on  the  whole,  of  80,000/.  sterling  a 

Hastings,  a  letter,  in  which  he  expressed  his  year,  or  thereabouts ;  that  whatever  effi»cts 

eonstant  friendship  to  the  company,  and  his  were  in  the  country,  with  even  his  table,  hi< 

snbroission  and  obedience  to  their  ordere ;  animals,  and    the  salaries  of  his  servants, 

and  asserting,  that  be  had  not  troubled  them  were  granted  in  assignments ;  that  besides 
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dMe,  if  they  w«i«  twolvMl  agsia  tooovptl  iMbob;  lad  tint  qnleti  wmM  effeetnl 

Mm  to  give  up  tiie  MttiM  of  hn  pvonu  and  iorot  w«re  uken  for  bii  relief,  he  [the  da* 

rotations,  which  were  granted  them  for  their  bob]  moet  be  under  the  neoeseity  of  learinf 

maintenance,  they  wore  at  tbeGompoay'edie-  hit  country,  and  coming  down  to  Calcutta, 

posal ;  laying,  "  If  the  council  hare  directed  to  represent  the  situation  of  bis  government, 

you  to  attach  them,  do  it ;  m  the  oonntry  no  And  Mr.  Wheter  did  declare,  that  the  gover« 

further  soareee  remain.    I  have  no  meane;  nour-general*s  representation  of  the  sute  ol 

fori  havenotasubsiitenee.    How  long  shall  that  province  **was  but  too  well  rounded; 

1  dwell  upon  my  misfortunes  V*  and  was  convinced,  that  it  would  require  hia 

/  vUnosL  abilities  and  powers,  applied  and  ex- 

XIV.-->Tbat  the  truth  of  the  said  remon-  ercise<JPon  the  spot,  to  restore  it  to  its  former 

'  stranoes  was  not  disputed,  nor  the  tone  in  good  order  and  alfluence.* 
which  they  were  written  complained  of,  the 

same  being   submissire,  and  even  abjeotf        XYII.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

though  the  cause  (Ms  distresses)  was  by  the  in  ooniequenoe  of  the  minute  aforesaid,  did 

said  Hastings,  in  a  great  degree  and  m  termo  grant  to  himself,  and  did  procure  the  consent 

the  most  offimsive,  attributed  to  the  nabob  of  his  only  col  leaj^ue,  Edward  Wheler,  Es- 

himself ;  hot  no  relief  was  given,  and  the  quire,  to  a  conunission  or  delegation,  with 

same  imwarrantable  estitblishmentn,  mautain*  powers  "  to  assist  the  nabob  visier  in  forming 

ed  at  the  same  ruinous  eapaae,  wwe  kept  such  regulations  as  aaay  be  necessary  for  the 

ttp.  peace  and  good  order  of  his  government,  the 

improvement  of  hb  revenue,  and  the  adjust- 

XV.— >That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  OMnt  of  the  mutual  concerns  subsisting  bo- 
having  considered  as  incendiariee  those  who  tween  him  and  the  company."  And  in  the 
advised  the  remonstrancea  aforesud,  and  to  said  commission  or  delegation,  he,  the  said 
prevent  the  same  in  future,  having  denounced  Warren  UasUngs,  did  cauro  to  be  inserted 
vengeance  on  those  concerned  therein,  did,  certain  powers  end  provisions  of  a  new  and 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  in  his  power  all  dangerous  nature ;  (that  is  to  say,)  reciting 
representations  of  the  state  of  the  court  and  the  business  before  mentioned,  be  did  convey 
country  aforesaid,  and  to  subject  both  the  one  to  himself  "  such  authority  to  enforce  the 
and  the  other  to  his  own  arbitrary  will,  and  tame,  a$  the  govwrnour-genertU  and  council 
to  draw  to  himself  and  to  his  creatures  the  might  or  could  txerdMo  on  oeeanotu^  in  vohxeh 
management  of  the  nabob's  revenues,  in  defi«,  Utt^  could  be  warranted  to  exerclee  the  tame; 
aace  of  the  orders  of  the*  court  of  directors,  and  to  form  and  conclude  such  several  engage- 
a  second  time  recall  Mr.  Brtstow,  the  oom-  ments  or  treaties  with  the  nabob  vizier,  the 
pany*s  resident,  from  the  court  of  Oude ;  hav«  government  of  Barar,  and  with  any  chiefs  or 
ing  once  before  recalled  him,  as  the  said  di-  powers  of  Hindostan,  as  he  should  judge  ex* 
rectors  express  tliemselves,  "  without  the  pedient  and  necessary."  Towards  the  con- 
shadow  of  a  charge  being  exMMted  against  elusion  of  the  act  or  instniment  aforesaid  are 
him;*'  and  having,  on*  the  occasion  and  time  the  words  following ;  viz.  "it  is  hereby  declar- 
now  stated  produced  no  specific  charge  against  ed,  that  all  such  acts ,  and  al  I  such  engagements 
the  said  resident ;  and  he,  the  said  Hastings,  or  treaties  aforesaid,  shall  be  binding  on  tlie 
did  appoint  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Esquire,  to  govemour-gcneral  and  council  in  the  same 
suayed  Mm,  it  being  his  declared  principle,  manner,  and  at  iJTtctualljf  a»  if  they  had  been 
that  he  must  have  a  person  of  hie  own  confi-  done  and  pa$$ed  6y  the  specific  and  immtdiate 
denoe  in  that  situation.  eoneurrenee  ami  actual  junction  of  the  gover» 

nour-general  tmd  council^  in  council  ateembled* 

XVI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  And  the  said  in>wers  were,  by  the  said  War- 
after  he  had  refused  all  relief  to  the  distresses  ren  Hastings,  given  by  himself  and  the  said 
of  the  nabob,  in  Hn  manner  aforesaid,  and  Wheler,  under  the  aeal  of  the  company,  on 
had  described  those  who  advised  the  repre-  the  Sd  July,  1781. 
sentation  of  the  ^evannes  of  Oude  as  inoeiH 

diariee,  did  himself,  in  a  minttte  of  the  Slst  XVHI. — That  the  said  commission,  dele- 
May,  1781,  describe  that  province  "  as  follen  gating  ts  Mm,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  the 
into  a  state  of  great  disorder  and  confusion,  whole  fonctions  of  the  council,  is  destructive 
and  its  resources  in  an  extraordinary  degree  to  the  c<mstitution  thereof;  and  is  contraiy 
diminished  '^  aiki  did  state,  that  his  presence  to  the  company's  standing  orders ;  and  is  i^ 
hi  the  said  province  was  requested  by  the  legal. 
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XfX.— Thai  in  ▼irtiie  of  tlMM  po«r«n,  the  Mboli^  pomtmAmn,  ai  mt  own  Mfmm* 

aiH  th«  illegal  ilelegttion  afereMid,  the  nid  It  m  true,  we  charge  the  nabob  vwith  this  «z- 

Warren  Hastings,  after  he  had  finished  hia  penae :  but  the  large  balance  already  due  from 

bnsineaa  ai  Benares,  did  procure  a  meeting  him  ahowa  too  juMly  the  Httle  prospect  there 

with  the  nabob  of  Oude^  at  a  place  called  waa  of  disengaging  ouraelyea^om  a  hurtkoif 

Chonar,  upon  the  confines  of  the  oountry  of  which  waa  dailj  adding  to  our  distresses,  and 

Benares,  sod  did  there  enter  into  a  treatj,  or  moat  soon  become  nuifportaMs,  although  it 

pretended  treatj  with  the  said  nabob;  one  were  granted  that  the  nabob^s   debt,    then 

part  of  whicb  the  said  Warreo  Hastings  did  su&red  to  accumulate,  wu^  at  tamt  futurt 

pretend  was  drawn  up  from  a  series  <^  requi-  period  ht  liquidaUd  ,*  and  that  this  measure 

sitiooe  presented  to  him  by  the  nabob,  but  would  substantially  effect  an  instant  relief  to 

which  requisitions,  or  any  copy  of  thereof,  or  the  pecuniaiy  distresssa  of  the  oempany." 
of  any  other  material  document  relatire  there* 

to,  he  did  not  at  the  time  transmit  to  the  XXH.— That  Nathaniel  Middleton,  the 

presidency ;   the  said  Warren  JIastings  in-  resident,  did  also  declare,  tiiat  he  would  at  all 

ibrming  Mr.  Wheler  that  the  remdent,  Mi^  times  testify,  **  that  upon  the  plan  of  the  ibre> 

dieton,  had  taken  the  ovlAaifie  papers  rsla-  going  yeara  the  receipts  from  the  nabob  were 

tire  to  this  transaction  with  him  to  Lucknow ;  only  a  dsesplieii,  and  net  cm  adoohtagey  but  on 

and  it  does  not  appear  that  the  said  Warren  itywy  to  the  company  ;'*  and  "  that  a  remis* 

Hastings  did  erer  reclaim  the  said  papers  in  sion  to  the  nabob  of  Uiis  itm^mrMt  burth€n 

order  to  reeord  them  at  the  (M-esidMicy,  to  be  was  s  prq^  to  the  company.'*    And  the  said 

tiansmitted  to  the  court  of  directon,  as  it  Hastings  did  assert,  that  the  force  of  tlie 

was  hia  duty  to  do.  coaapany  was  not  be  leeseoed  by  withdraw- 
ing the  temporary  troops ;  although  (when  it 

XX.-^That  the  purport  of  certain  articlet  aiiited  the  purpoee  of  the  said  Hastings,  in 


of  the  said  treaty  on  tlie  part  of  the  oomp»»  denying  just  relief  to  the  distresses  of  the 

ny,  was,  that  in  consideration  of  the  nabob's  said  nabob  of  Oude)  be  bad  not  acnipled  to 

inability  (which   inability  the  preamble  of  assert  the  direct  contrary  of  the  positions  by 

the  treaty  asserts  to  have  been  "  repeatedljr  him  maintained  in  justification  of  the  treaty 

and  urgently  represented ")  to  support  the  of  Cbuimr,  having  in  his  minute  aforesaid,  ot 

expenses  of  the  temporary  brigade,  and  of  the  16th  of  December,  1779,  asserted,  *<  that' 

three  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  also  of  the  these  troops  "  Flhe  troops  maintained  by  the 

British  officers,  with  their  battalions,  and  of  nabob  of  Oude)  "  had  no  separate  or  distinfet 

Hkar  gentlemen,  who  were  then  paid  by  him,  existence,  and  may  be  properly  said  to  con- 

the  several  corps  aforesaid,  and  the  other  sist  of  our  whole  military  establishment,  with 

gentlemen  (with  the  exception  of  the  resi-  the  exception  only  of  our  European  infan- 

dent's  office,  then  im  the  nabob*a  tut,  and  a  try ;  and  that  they  couM  not  be  toUhdrawnf 

regiment  of  sepoys  for  the  resident's  guard)  v/itkout  imposing  on  the  company  the  additional 

should,  afier  a  term  of  two  and  a  half  months,  burthen  of  their  expenBe^  or  disbanding  nine 

be  no    longer  at  his   [the  nabob's]  charge,  battalions  of  disciplined  sepoys,  and  three 

"  The  true  meaning  of  this  being,  that  no  regiments  of  horse." 
more  troops  than  one  brigade,  and  the  pay 

and  allowances  of  a  regiment  of  sepoys,"  (as  XXIII. — That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 

albresaid  to  the  resident)  amounting  in  the  ings,  in  justification  of  his  agreement  •  to 

whole  to  S42,00(M.  a  year,  should  be  paid  by  withdraw  the  troops  aforesaid  fivm  the  terri- 

the  nabob.     And  that  no  qffleere,  troope,  or  tones  and  pay  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  did  fUr* 

oAws,  thouid  he  put  upon  the  nabob* •  eatablieh'  ther  declare,  "  that  he  had  been  too  much  ac- 

wuntj  exclusive  .of  those  in  the  said  treaty  customed  to  the  talee  of  hostile  preparation, 

stipulated.  and  impending  invasions,  against  all  the  evi- 
dence of  political  probability,  to  regard  them 

XXI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  as  any  other  than  phantoms,  raised  for  ths 

did  defend  and  justify*  the  said  articles,  in  purpoee  of  perpetuating  ot  multiplying  com* 

which  the  troops  aforesaid  were  to  be  remov-  numds ;"  and  he^did  trust  **  all  ideas  of  dan- 

ed  from  the  nabob's  establishment,  by  declar-  ger  from  the  neighbouring  powers  were  alio- 

ing  as  fbllows :    "  that  the  actual  disburse-  gether  visionary ;  and  that,  even  if  they  had 

meats  to  those  troops  had  fiiUen  up<m  our  been  better  founded,  this  mode  of  anticipating. 

stmyWiKis,  and  that  los  support  a  body  of  possible  evils  would  be  more  mischievous  than 

troops,  established  mUfy  for  the  defence  of  any  thing  they  had  reason  to  apprehend,"  and 
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that  the  internal  state  of  the  nabob*8  domia*  even  kh  oten  endeavovn  would  &e  attmied 

ions  did  not  require  the  continuance  of  the  wiih  much  tueetn" 
said  troops ;    and  that    the  nabob,  "  wkum 

eoneem  it  was,  and  not  otir*,**  did  affirm  the  XXVI.— That  at  the  time  of  making  the 

sarne^  notwithstanding  he,  the  said  Hastings  said  treaty,  and  at  the  time  when,  under  oh 

had  before,  in  answer  to  the  humble  suppliea-  lour  of  the  distress  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and 

tions  of  the  nabob,  asserted,  that  "  U  wot  our  the  fiiilure  of  all  other  means  lor  his  relief,  he 

part,  and  not  At«,  to  judge  and  determine  in  the  said  Hastings  broke  the  company's  faith 

wliat  manner,  and  at  what  time,  they  slKMild  with  the  parents  of  the  nabob,  and  first  eii> 

be  reduced  or  withdrawn."  couraged,  and  afterwards  compelled,  him  to 

despoil  them  of  their  landed  estates,  money, 

XXIV. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  jewels,  and  household  goods,  and  while  tho 
in  support  of  his  measure  of  withdrawing  the  said  nab<^  continued  heavily  in  debt  to  th« 
said  brigade,  and  other  troops,  did  also  repre-  company,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did, 
sent,  that  *' the  remote  stations  of  those  **  without  ftesitofion,*'  accept  of  and  receive 
troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers  bo-  from  the  naibob  of  Oude,  and  his  ministera, 
yond  the  notice  and  control  of  the  board  tS-  (who  are  notoriously  known  to  be  not  onlj 
forded  too  much  opportunity  and  temptation  under  his  influence,  but  under  his  absolute 
for  unwarrantable  emoluments,  and  excited  the  command)  a  bribe,  or  unlawful  gift,  or  pre- 
eontagion  of  peculation  and  rapacity  through^  sent,  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  ster> 
out  the  whtde  army ;  and  as  an  instance  there-  ling,  and  upwards :  that  even  if  the  said  pro* 
of,  that  a  court  martial,  composed  of  officers  tended  gift  could  be  supposed  to  be  voluntary, 
of  rank  and  respectable  clwracters,  nnani-  it  was  contrary  to  the  express  provision  of 
mously  and  honourably, '  most  honourably,'  the  regulating  act  of  the  ISth  year  of  his  ma- 
acquitted  an  officer  upon  an  acknowledged  jesty*s  reign,  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  all 
fact,  which  in  times  of  stricter  discipline  presents  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever,  and 
would  have  been  deemed  a  crime  deserving  contrary  to  his  own  sense  of  the  true  intent 
the  severest  punishment."  and  meaning  of  the  said  act,  declared  upon  a 

similar,  but  not  so  strong  a  case;  that  is, 

XXV. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  where  the  service  done,  and  the  present  ofier- 

having,  in  the  letter  aforesaid,  contradicted  ed  in  return  for  it,  had  taken  place  before  the 

all  the  grounds  and  reasons  by  him  assigned  promulgation  of  the  above  laws  in  India ;  on 

(or  keeping  up  the  aforesaid  establishment,  that  occasion  he  declared,  "that  the  exclu^- 

and  having  declared  his  own  conviction,  that  sion  by  an  act  of  parliament  admitttd  no 

the  whole  was  a  fallacy  and  imposition,  and  abatement  or  etNuion,  wherever  its  authority 

a  detriment  to  the  company  Instead  of  a  bene-  extended." 
fit,  circumstances  (if  they  are  true)  which 

he  might  and  ought  to  have  well  known,  was  XXVII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast^ 
guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour  in  ings,  confiding  in  an  interest,  whidi  he  sop- 
carrying  on  the  imposture  and  delusion  afore-  posed  himself  to  have  formed  in  the  East-In- 
said,  and  in  continuing  an  insupportable  bui^  dia  house,  did  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the 
then  and  grievance  upon  the  nabob  for  several  court  of  directors  to  violate  the  said  act,  and 
years,  without  attending  to  his  repeated  sup-  to  sufier  him  to  appropriate  the  money  so  ill»- 
plidhtions  to  be  relieved  therefrom,  to  the  gaily  accepted  by  him  to  his  own  profit  as  a 
utter  ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  the  destruo  reward  for  his  services, 
tion  of  the  discipline  of  the  British  troops,  by 

diffusing  among  them  a  general  spirit  of  pecu-  XXVIII.— That  the  said  Warren  Haat- 

lation  ;  and  the  said  Hastings  hath  committed  ings  has  since  declared  to  the  court  of  direct- 

a  grievous  offence  in  upholding   the  same  ors,  that  when  fortune  threw  a  mm  m  kio 

pernicious  system,  until,  by  his  own  confes-  wm/  (meaning  the  sum  of  money  above  men- 

sion  and  declaration,  in  his  minute  of  the  tlst  tioned)  of  a  mc^fnUude  which  eould  not  be 

of  May,  1781,  *'  the  evils  had  ^oion  to  so  ooneeaUd^  he  ehoee  to  appriu  hie  emphyere  of 

great  an  height,  that  exertions  will  be  requir-  it ;  thereby  confessing,  that,  but  for  the  magni- 

ed  more  powerful  than  can  be  made  through  tude  of  the  same  rendering  it  difficult  to  b» 

the  delegated  authority  of  the  servants  of  the  concealed,  he  never  would  have  discovered  it 

company  now  in  the  province ;  and  that  he  to  them.    And  the  sud  unlawful  present  be- 

was  (ar  from  sanguine  in  his  expectatiotis,  that  ing  received  at  the  time  when,  for  raasooa 
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darectly  ctMniiktary  to  all  hi*  IbraMr  to* 

corded  dec)«r«tioiw,  be  did  mgree  to  rtmote 
the  aforeaaid  troops  frotn  the  nabob's  domia* 
ions,  and  to  rocali  the  penaiooera  afbreaaid,  k 
roust  be  presumed  that  he  did  net  a^ee  to 
give  llie  relief  (which  he  had  before  so  ob- 
stinately refused)  upon  the  grounds  and  umh 
tires  of  justice,  poUcji  or  humanity,  bul  in 
consideration  of  the  sun  of  money  aforesaidi 
which  in  n  time  of  socb  estreme  dietress  Wk 
the  nabob's  affairs  oould  not  be  rationaUy 
given,  except  for  those  and  other  conce»- 
saons  stipulated  Ibr  in  the  said  treaty,  but 
which  had  on  ibrmer  occasions  been  refused. 

XXIX.— That  notwithstandinf  his,  the 
said  Warren  Hastings's,  receipt  of  the  present 
of  IQOyWOi.  as  afbrssaid,  he  did  tiokte  every 
one  of  the  stipnlalions  •  in  the  said  trsaty 
contained)  and  particularly  he  did  continue 
in  the  country,  and  in  the  service  of  the  nabob 
of  Oude,  those  troops,  which  hs  had  so  r»> 
cenlly  stipulated  to  withdraw  from  bis  country 
and  to  take  from  his  establishment ;  for,  op- 
oa  the  S4th  of  December  following,  Iw  did 
order  the  temporary  brigade,  saaktng  10  bat- 
talions ci  600  men  each,  U>  be  again  put  on 
the  vizier's  list;  although  he  had  recently 
informed  the  court  of  directors,  through  E<^ 
ward  Wheler,  Esquire,  that  any  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  the  nabob's  paying  that  bri* 
gade  was  a  /attocjy  and  a  dcMp<um,  and  that 
the  same  was  a  charge  upon  the  company, 
and  not  an  <dlniaiion.  of  U»  dirtretteif  as  well 
as  an  itun^ppcrtabU  bmrtken  to  the  nabob; 
thus  having,  within  a  short  space  of  time, 
twice  contradicted  himself  both  in  delaratioo 
and  in  conduct. 

XXX.— That  this  measure  in  direct  vioi 
lation  of  a  treaty  of  not  three  months  dura- 
tion, was  so  injudicious,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  assistant  resident,  Johnson,  "  nothing  less 
than  blows  could  effect  it :"  be  the  said  resi- 
dent forther  adding,  **  that  the  nabob  was  not 
even  able  to  pay  ciT  the  arrears  still  due  to  it 
[the  new  brigade ;]  and  that  the  troops  being 
mil  in  arrears,  and  no  possibility  of  present 
payment,  so  large  a  body  assembled  here  [viz. 
at  Lucknow]  without  any  means  to  check  and 
control  them,  nothing  but  disorder  could  fol- 
low. As  one  proof  that  the  nabob  is  as  bad* 
ly  off  for  frmds  as  we  are,  I  may  inform  you, 
that  bis  cavalry  rose  this  day  upon  him,  and 
and  went  all  armed  to  the  palace,  to  demand 
from  13  to  18  months  arrears,  and  were  with 
'great  difficulty  persuaded  to  retire,  which  was 
probably  more  effected  by  a  body  of  troopi 


imdsr  arms  to  go  against  them, 
any  other  consideratioa."  But  the  letter  of 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  the  i4th  of 
J>eoember,  giving  the  above  orders  for  tha 
infraction  of  the  treaty,  and  to  which  the  let- 
ter, from  whence  the  foregoing  extracts  are 
taken,  is  an  answer,  doth  not  appear,  any 
otherwise  than  as  the  sanm  is  recited  in  the 


XXXI.— That,  notwithstanding  the  dis- 
oidsrs  and  dsficiendes  in  the  revenue  afore- 
said had  continued  and  increased,  and  that 
three  very  large  haianrea  had  accumulated, 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  cause  the  tre»* 
SW7  afooounts  at  CakMtta  to  be  examined  and 
scnltinised,  and  an  account  of  another  aM 
rear,  composod  of  various  articles,  pretended 
to  have  accumulated  durinf  seven  year* 
previous  to  the  year  1799,  (the  articles  com* 
posing  which,  if  they  had  been  just,  ought 
te  have  been  diarged  at  the  times  they  sever- 
ally became  due)  was  sent  to  the  resident, 
and  payment  thereof  demanded,  to  the  amount 
of  260,0001.  stsrling;  which  unexpected  de- 
mand,  in  so  distresMd  a  situation,  did  not  a 
little  embarrass  the  nabob.  But  whilst  ha 
and  his  ministsrs  were  examining  into  the 
said  unexpected  demand,  another,  and  fifth 
balance,  made  up  of  sinular  forgotten  articles, 
was  demanded,  to  the  amount  of  140,000f. 
sterling  more.  Which  said  two  last  de- 
mands did  so  terrify  and  confound  the  nabob 
and  bis  ministers,  that  they  declared  tliat 
the  resident "  mig^l  at  once  take  the  country, 
since  justice  was  out  of  the  question." 

XXXII.— That  the  said  Hastmgs,  in 
Older  to  add  to  the  ooofiisioa,  perplexity, 
and  distress  of  the  nabob's  affiiirs,  did  send 
to  his  court  (in 'which  he  had  already  a  resi- 
dent and  an  assistant  resident)  two  secret 
agents,  Major  Palmer  and  Major  Davy,  and 
dMi  instruct  Major  Palmer  to  make  a  vajriety 
of  new  claims,  one  of  a  loan  to  the  company 
of  600,000r.  sterling,  although  he  well  knew 
the  nabob  was  himself  heavily  in  arrear 
to  the  company,  and  was  utterly  unable  to 
discharge  the  same,  as  well  as  in  arrear  to 
his  own  troops,  and  to  many  individuals,  and 
that  he  borrowed  (when  he  could  at  all  bor- 
row) at  an  interest  of  near  thirty  per  cent. 
To  this  demand  was  added  a  new  bribe,  or 
imlawful  present  to  himself,  to  the  amount  ef 
100,0001.  sterling,  whksh  be  did  not  refuse 
as  unlawful,  and  of  evil  example,  but  as  m- 
cUSeols  in  the  nabob's  present  situatbn ;  and 
did,  as  if  tho  sams  was  his  own  proper^i 
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to  dispoM  of  k,  •»!  to  dMw*  the  and  dtpaadants  of  Km  futiW  *,  lU  »r.»al 

banizfrr  nf  U,  aa  of  hia  oim  bountj,  to  tha  falue  of  the  aaid   e«i«i««  tana  ca<inkCKtcd 

eompauy  hia  maatan.    To  <hb  wcoiid  da*  anounting  to  436,000<.  •terling,  or  itvv>a. 

■and  he,  the  eaid  Haatinp,  addee  y  Ihird  de<  bouCa»  upon  an  old  valuation,  but  slated  by  tM 

annd  of  190|00(M.  atorling,  for  lour  additional  resident  Middleton  aa  being  found  to  yiokl 

Momenta  on  the  naboh^a  lial,  after  he  bad  considerably  morei 
aotemnly  aagaged  to  take  oH'  the  ten,  with 

which  it  had  been  barUianed  ;  the  whole  of        XXXY.— That  the  violent  and  unjust 

the  claims,  through  his  privare  agent  aibre*  measure  aforesaid,  subversive  of  property,  ul* 

said,  making  the  sum  of  820,00(M.  sterling.  terlydestructiveof  several  anctcatandocmside- 

table  families,  and  most  diabonourahle  to  tho 

XXXIII.<-^Tbal   the  dmnands,  ckinw,  British  government,  did  produce  an  uaiyeraal 

Ike.  made  by  the  said  Warren  Haatings  upon  discontent,  and  the  greatest  toalusioa  throcigh- 

the   government   of  Ouda,    in    that   year,  out  the  whole  country ;  the  said  coniiscaied 

aBMMinted  to  the  enormoua  aum  of  2,590,000^.  lands  being  on  this  occasion  put  to  rackrents, 

alerling,  and  being  joined  to  the  arrears  to  and  the  |ieople  grievously  oppreased.    And 

troops,  and  aome  internal  fidlurea,  amounting  to  provcat  a  possibility  of  redress,  at  least 

to  t66,000£.  starling  more,  the  whole  charge  for  a  cooaiderablo  time,  the  said  confiscated 

arose  to  t,786,00(M.  sterling ;  which  waa  eon*  estates  were  laortgai^cd  (it  appearing  otheiw 

sidorably  more  than  double  the  net  prodoceof  wise  impracticable  lo  make  an  approach  u>- 

the  nabob's  revenue,  the  same  only  aroooBiiag  ward*  fiftti«iytnf  the  esorhitant  demands  of  the 

to  l,460,00tt.  **  nominal  revenoe,  never  oom*  aaid  HasUnga)  ibr,  a  great  sum  to  certain  asiK 

pletoly  realised."    ^  rioua  bankera  or  money-dealers  at  Beaares. 

XXXIV.— That,  towarda  providing  for        XXXVI.— That  basklea  these  enormoua 

theae  extravagant  demands,  he,  the  said  Wai^  demands,  which  were  in  part  made  ibr  th« 

ran  Hastings,  did  direct  and  anthorize  another  aopport  of  several  corps  of  troops  under  Bri* 

breach  of  the  public  faith,  given  in  the  treap  tish  offioers,  which,  by  the  treaty  of  Chunari 

ty  of  Chunar.    For,  whereas,  by  the  aecond  ought  to  have  been  removed,  very  large  extra 

article  of  the  treaty  aforesaid,  it  was  left  to  charges,  not  belonging  to  the  military  list  of 

the  nabob's  diseretion,  whether  or  not  he  the  said  nabob,  and  several  civil  charges  and 

ahould    resume   the   landed   estates,  odled  pensions  were  continued,  and  others  newly  put 

jaghires,  within  his  dominions ;  and  notwith-  on,  since  the  treaty  of  Chunar ;  namely,  an 

standing  the  said  Hastings,  in  defence  of  the  allowance  lo  Sir  Eyre  Gooto  o£  15,654  ra-» 

aaid  article,  did  declare  that  the  nabob  should  be  pees  per  month,  (upwards  of  18,664/.  ster- 

left  to  the  exercise  of  his  own  authority  and  ling  a  year)  and  an  allo%vance  to  Trevor 

pleasure  respecting  them,  yet  he  the  said  Hast-  Whcler,  Esquire,  of  5,000  rupees  per  month 

ings  did  anthorixe  a  violent  compulsion  to  be  (or  6,O0kM.  sterling,  and  upwards  a  year,)  and 

used  toward  the  said  nabob  for  aooomplishing  the  whole  of  the  settled  charges,  not  c^a  mili-- 

an  universal  confiscation  of  that  species  of  tary  nature,  to  British  subjects,  amounting  to 

landed  property;  and  in  so  doing  he  did  also  little  less  than  140,0002.  yearly;  and  if  oUmr 

compel  the  nahob  to  break  his  faith  with  all  allowances,  not    included  in   the  estimate, 

the  landholders  of  that  description,  not  only  were  added,  they  would  greatly  exceed  that 

M  violating  the  assuranoe  of  his  own  original  sum,  besides  much  more,  which  may  justly 

grants,  but  his  assurance  recently  given,  when,  besuapected  to  have  been  paid,  no  part  where* 

being  pressed  by  the  company,  he  [the  nabob]  of  had  at  that  time  been  brou^  forward  s» 

had  made  a  temporary  seizure  of  the  profits  any  public  account, 
of  the  lands  aforesaid,  in  the  manner  of  a 

compulsory  loan,    for    the  re-payment   of        XXXVII. — That  the  commander  of  one 
which  he  gave  his  bonds  and  obligations ;  agnd  '  of  these  corps,  of  whose  burthen  the  «aid  aa* 

although  he  had  ai  the  same  time  solemnly  bob  did  complain,  was  Lieutenant-Colonel 

pledged  his  (kith,  that  he  never  wouM  again  re-  Alexander  Hannay ,  who  did  form  the  revenues 

sort  to  the  like  oppressive  measore,  yet  he,  the  of  certain  districts,  called  Baraitch  and  Go* 

said  Warren  Hastings,  dkl  cauae  him  to  he  rschpore,  ^ieh  the  said  Hastings,  in   the 

compelled  to  confiscate   the   estates  of  at  ninth  article  of  his  instrootions  to  Mr.  Brta* 

least  sixty^seven  of  the  principal  persons  of  tow,  did  estimate  at  tS  lacks  of  rupees,  or 

his  country,  comprehending  thereiin  his  own  S90,000f.  par  annum ;  but  under  his,  the  said  ^ 

nearaat  relatiena,  and   tlw  ancient  friends  Uannay*s,  management,  the  collaotioaa  did 
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T6iy  fgntoSy  mcHm  ^  MBipinMi  ww  vmm§  W6ra  pwpMntM  wsili 

tint  the  codntriet  aferateid  wwelMtfrawadind  the  Mpital  •chy  of  Luoknow,  the  Mat  of  the 

oppreseed,  tad  the  seuMdid  ikll  into  eeafbeieo,  tovereign  power,  there  wee  no  oourt  of  joetio* 

and,  at  last,  the  faihaUtante  broke  o«tt  into  *  t»hite»ei  to  takecogainsoe  of  each  offenoe^ 
nneral  rebeliioQ* 

XL.— That  the  eaad  Wvren  Hrieanga, 

XXXV ni.— That  the  far  greater  part  of  when  be  did  inteifbre  in  the  goMrameni  oT 
Xtn  «aid  heavy  Hat  was  anthonsed  or  ordered  ,  OudOi  wae  obliged  by  his  duty  to  interfere  for 

byhim,tfae«aidWarrenHaitingilbrtbep«^  4he  good  porpeaw  of  gefewaent,  and  not 

poae  of  extending  hie  own  eomipt  laAoeoee.  merely  lor  the  purpeae  of  eatorting  nanegr 

For  it  doth  appear,  that  at  the  time  when  be  thetwdm,  and  eariohiag  his  own  depandanta, 

did  pretend,  in  eonlbrttity  to  the  treaty  of  -whioh  latter  pwpoae  aleae  he  did  effbet  in 

Ohonar  aftmeaid,  to  remore  the  eompeny'e  the  manner  beifcf  e  wilioned^  bat  not  one  ef  the 

ierMnta,  *'  thU  and  military,  ihfia  the  eoort  fbimer.    For  the  eaid  Haniaga,  having  pii»- 

and  service  of  the  visier,"  he  did  assert  ffant  euredthaeittaflidiMry  powers  givenbyandto 

be  thereby  did  «  dhnbish  his  earn  im^mm,  himself  by  his  deiegalien  ef  the  8d  of  July, 

as  well  as  that  of  his  colleagues,  by  narrowing  1781,  did  deelare the  sametobefbr  the  parpoae, 

the  line  of  jMttfmafe  f*  which  proves  that  the'  among  many  ethers,  **«r  imhitlag  the  nabob 

offices,  pensions,  and  other  emolomenta  aftn^  mier  in  ibrmteg  aoob  ragulodona  os-may  >be 

said,  in  Onde, 'were Ms  patronage,  as  his  pi^  Becessarf  fer  the  peacs  and  good  endar  ef  hit 

tronage  could  not  be  diminished  by  takta^  govemmsat  and  the  kaptoiiwmsnt  of  lus  rs- 

ftway  the  said  oflioeB,  Ifce.  unless  the  same  venne."     And  in  oeaaequafloe  of  the  said 

lisd  been  sobstaatially  of  bis  gift;  and  be  powers  the  said  Wartfon  Haaiings  did,  m  the 

did,  at  the  time  of  the  pretended  refotmatien  tvsaty  ef  Chanar,  ebaifa  «n  aitiele  Irom  the 

aforesaid,  etpress  both  his  knowledge  of  Che  naheb,  by  whioh  theoaid  aabobdid  promiae 

existence  of  the  said  exeeoilve  and  ahniive  to  attend  to  his  adviee  hi  the  ralbniiaiioB  ef 

estabKshments,  and  his  sense  of  his  dnty  hi  his  dvil  adtoioiBlration ;  and  he  did  give  esr- 

taking  them  away ;  fbr  in  agreeing  to  the  tnm  iastroetions  to  tfas  tesidsnt,  Middteoon, 

article  in  the  treaty  of  Chmmr  fbr  abolishhig  to  which  be  did  requars  him  to  yield  ths  mssi 

the  sud  establishments  he  did  declare  him*  istpMsit  e^disnsc ;   and  did  in  ene  article 

self 'Actuated  solely  by  motives  of /KiCira  to  thereof  direct  him  to  urge  the  nabeb  to  sa- 

tho  nabob,  and  a  regard  to  the  Aenoar  of  mar  deavoar  gndually,  if  it  ooiikl  not  be  done  at 

naU&nai  eharaeter  f*  and,  according  to  Ms  once,  to  esiablisb*  co«rts  of  adawlet,  (jostice] 

own  representation,  the  said  servants  of  the  and  that  the  darogaa  [ehief  criminal  magis- 

oompany,  civil  and  military,  '*  by  their  num-  tratee]  monlahiee    roonsvlting   or  amietont 

bers,  ihoir  influence,  and  the  emeirmout  tmimaU  lawyers)  and  other  omeem  ahoaU  be  selected 

of  their  alariee,  pensions,  and  emoluments,  by  the  ministera,  with  his,  the  reaidMt^s,  eea- 

were  an  intolerable  burthen  on  the  revenues  currenoe :  and  aAerwards,  in  his  instraetioM 

and  authority  of  the  vixier ;  and  exposed  tis  to  the  resident  Bristow,  desiring  him  to  pur* 

to  the  envy  and  rtaentmaiiof  tte  isAoleenm-  sue  the  sameebjedt,  he  declared  hb  opinion, 


try.  by  excluding  the  native  servants  and  adhe-  '^  that  Uie  want  of  sueh  courts,  and  the 

renu  of  the  vizier  from  the  reward  of  their  treme  liceotioasnees  occasioned  thereby,  is 

services  and  attadsnent."  one  of  the  most  disreputable  deftcts  in  his  high- 
ness the  naboVs  goverament.   And  that  while 

XXXIX. — Thatthe  revenue  of  the  eouD-  they  do  exist,  every  man  knows  the  haxard 

try  being  anticipated,  mortgaged,  and  dilapi-  which  he  incdre  in  lending  his  money.'*    But 

dated  by  the  counsel,  concurrence,  connivaaee,  he  did  give  him,  the  said  reaidcnt,  no  poeitive 

and  influence,  and  often  by  the  direct  order  of  instruction  concerning  tlie  saass,  soppoeiag 

the  said  Warren  Hastings,  the  whole  civil  the  eetahKshmeiit  of  each  conrts  a  master  of 

government,  magistracy,  and  administntion  of  difflcalty ;  and  did  tlierelbre  give  him  a  lati- 

jttstice,  gradually  declined,  and  at  length  fotaHy  tnde  in  his  pioueedings  tlierein. 
ceased  through  the  whole  of  the  vast  provinces, 

which  compose  the  Territory  of  Onde ;  and  no        XLI .— That  the  said  reetdsnt  Bristow  did, 

power  was  visibje  therein,  but  that  of  the  however,  fn  conformity  to  the  said  instfa> 

ftrmers  of  the  revenue,  attended  by  bodies  of  tions,  at  last  grren  with  sueh  katiMsde,  sodsor- 

.trocps  to  enforce  the  collections,  insomuch  our  to  pretail  on  the  said  miaister  gndnol- 

tf.1t  robberies,  assassinations,  and  acts  of  ly  to  faitrodaee  courts  of  justice  frr  llieocf- 

av«ry  description  of  omrage  and  violeooe  nitanes  of  orimea,  by  beginBingt»  establish  a 
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eriniml  oourt  oake  a  Mti?«  judge,  to  jud^^  Jmbirw,  ar4  the  proceediogt  igWBsfc  tbs 

•eoording  to  the  Mttin^nadHi  law  in  the  oiiy  llnr  amJ  (Pjuodiiiother  of  tfao  nabob,  totally  to 

Lookaow.    Bat  >Sfter  Bog  Khftn,  a  mum'  aupOTUcsbt  hii  attti>ority,  and  to  foroo  hii 

tar  of  the  nid  Wa/f«ii  Hnitinga'a  nomina>  itiUiTAiinM  in  ft^u.  which  overturned  all  the 

tion,  and  9ololy  depmulent  upon  him  did  elude  laws  of  prupert?.  ««'<  offered  violence  to  all 

and  obetnict,  and  In  the  end  toUlW defeat,  the  the  eentiniente  of  i.ni.'id  affection  and  daty ; 


eet^  itfhnymt  <tf  the  eame.  and  accusing  al  the  same  t\ne  his  inftriTienta 

lor  not  going  to  tfaoucmoit  teagths  ki  tho  eie* 


XJ  JT.— That   the  obatmcUon  aforeeaid,    eution  of  hia  Miid  oidere,  ia  goiUy  of  an  high 
and  the  evil  ixmsequencee  thereof,  were  duly    crime  and  miidemesnottr. 


repreeented  to  the  eaid  Halting* ;  and  though 

the  iaid  Hastingt  had  n»d»  it  the  fourth  aiw        XLIV.— That  the  nid  Bastingsdid  higb- 


tiele  of  a  oriminal  charge  againet  the  reai*  ly  aggravate  lils  oflenoe  in  discounienapcing 

dent  MiddletoB,  **  that  he  did  not  report  to  and  diecouraging  the  re-eetaMiehment  of  map 

the  govemoorogeaeral,  or  to  the  boerd,  the  gielracy,  law,  and  order,  in  the  country  of  Oude, 

progreee  which  he  had  made  from  time  to  inaamu^aa  he  did,  in  the  eighth  article  of  hie 

time  in  hia  eodrnvoura  to  oomply  with  hia  inatructiona  to  the  reaident  prder   him    to 
iaatruetiona ;  and  that,  if  be  met  with  any  ■  ezercaae  powera,  wbi«h  ought  to  have  beea 

impedimenta  in  the  exeoution  of  them,  be  ekorciaed  by  lawfiil  magtttraiea,  and  in  a  man 

hid  omitted  to  aUte  thoae  impedimenta,  and  ner  agreeable  to  law.    And  m  the  aaid  aruda 

tn  apply  for  freah  ordera  upon  them ;"  yet  he,  he  did  atate  the  prevalence  of  rebellion  in 
ihv  aaal  Haatingi,  did  give  no  manner  of    the  aaid  country  of  Oude,  aa  if  rebellion  oonld 

Wf^r'k  to  the  reaident  Briatow  againat  tiie  eaiat  in  a  oountcy,  in  wnich  there  wab  no  nm- 

"tui  £:y4er  Beg  Kb^,  ani  did  not  even  aiH  giatracy,  and  no  protection  for  life  or  property, 

avrar  Atf-vv^^}  of  hia  letter*,  the  aaid  Briaiow'a  and  in  which  the  native  authority  bad  no 

lettOM,  ]i4aEJi.i;  the  aaid  impedimenta,  or  take  force  whatever;  and  in  which   he  *una»il^ 

any  not<n«  of  Mi  remonatraneea ;  but  did  at  atatea  the  exerciae  of  Brituh  authority  to  be 

length r««^»  Hi  own  ir»«:'.w^i  i»ug,  declaring  aa  absolute uaurpation :  and h^ ^  according 

that  bf*.  liia  4%}d  reaidcm^  •a-9:««1  r«t  preaome  ly  direct  a  rigorous  proar*i;tioa  agaiuat  the 

to  act  upon  the  aame;  and  yet  dij  i»)t  fur^  offence  of  rebellion  under  such  circuniataiicea, 

a.i'-k  him  with  any  others,  i<|h«   vhich  he  but  **  «ith  a  &ir  and  impartial  inquiry/* 

n^iiic  act,  but  did  uphold  the  sak^  U>'ler  Beg  when  he  did  not  permit  the  eat&bliahment  of 

K.'im  in  'he  obetruotion  by  him  gi«eo  to  the  thoae  courta  of  josti''^  and  magistracy,   by 

per^tntance  of  the  firat  and  and  fundamental  which  alone  rebellion  could  be  prevented,  or 

duty  of  all  government;  namely,  the  admin-  a  &ir  and  impartial  inquiry  relaiive  to  the 

iscnition  of  joatice,  and  protection  of  the  Uvea  aame  could  be  had.    And  particularly  he  did 

and  property  of  the  aubject  againat  wrong  and  inatruct  the  aaid  re»ident  to  obtain  the  nabob*a 

violence.  vdor  for  employing  some  sure  means  for 

app<*«)heuding  certain  xeroindara,  and  particn- 

XLIU.— That  the  aaid  Haatinga  did  after^  k»rl>  tlvee,  in  the  inatructiona  named,  whom 

warda  proceed  to  the  length  of  criminating  be,  the  fc«jd  Haatinga,  did  cause  to  be  •^^t*-» 

Che  reaident  Briatow  aforeaaid  for  his  endea-  heiided  upon  what  be  calls  good  inforciauon, 

iroora  to  eetabliah  the  aaid  neoeaaary  court,  aa  founded  upon  aome  facta,  to  which  he  asaerta 

an  invasloi)  juf  the  righta  of  the  nahob'a  gov*  he  haa  the  teatimony  of  several  wituesaea« 

«n»tt4a«  i  Mr*il««;  if  the  nabob  in  hia  own  pro-  "  that  they  had  the  deatnic'.ltM  ijT  Colonel 

per  fCiUAA  ai>d  character,  and  not  the  afor«-  Hannay  and  the  offioera  lut-dsr  Hs  commandt 

aaid  Hyaer  Beg  (who  waa  a  creature  of  t)>e  aa  their  immediate  object^  %t^  uUimately 

aaul  Haatinga)  had  oppoaed  the  re-rti.*.^*  fa^«-  the  extirpation  of  the  Engliali  TtUiicrjce  ai>d 

meat  of  juatice  in  tJie  aaid  oomnty;  it  waa  power  throughout  all  the  nabob's  domLnians  ;'* 

the  duty  of  the  aaid  Haatinga  to  bgive  preaaed  and  that  they  did  still  peraevere  in  their  rebel- 

the  aame  upon  him  by  every  exertion  of  hia  lious  conduct  without  deviation, "  though  the 

influence.    And  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  nabob's  and  not  our  government,  was  tl^n  C:e 

in  hia  pretended  attention  to  the  nahob'a  an-  object  of  it."    And  he  did  direct  the  mid  t»> 

i^mrity,  when  exerciaed  by  hia  the  aaid  Haat*  aidant,  if  it  ahould  appear,  "on  a /jv  tmd 

iDga*a  miniater  to  prevent  the  establiahment  of  ragular  mjuiry,  that  their  comLci  lowarda 

C4«tirta  of  jwtice  for  the  proteetion  of  life  and  the  nabob  had  been  aucb  as  i>v^  b^^a  r^MMrted 

p'operty,  al  the  aame  time  that  be  did  not  In  be,  to  insist  iq>on  the  euU^j^^t  ponishing 

hc»statei  in  the  case  cf  the  confiscation  of  the  tlicin  with  d$ath  ;  and  to  trait  with  die  aame 
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iignDr«va7s«niaBdbr,aiid«vw7nibjaet,who  pdated  at  m  my  iMtruatioiM,  «a  the  movt 

itmll  be  the  tetfder  id  a  rebellion  againsl  bui  dureputable  defect  in  his  hi^hness's  govenn 

audioriiy.'*  ment :  yet  the  minister  seems  determined  on 

abolishing  even  the  shadow  of  so  necessary 

XLV . — That  the  crino  of  the  said  Hast-  an  institution.     The  office  of  chief  justice, 

ingSt  in  his  procedure  aforesaid,  was  furtlier  as  held  by  Moiovy  Morobine,  was  ever  nuga- 

highly  aggmvaiod  by  his  having  received  in*  tory,  but  now  it  is  sunk  into  the  lowest  con- 

fermalion  of  several  striking  circumstaooes,  tempL     The  original  establishment,  inade- 

which  strongly  indicated  the  necessity  of  a  quate  as  it  was,  is  moukleriag  away,  and  the 

regular  magistracy  and  a  legal  judicature,  officers  now  attached  to  it  are  literally  starv- 

from  the  total  failure  of  justice,  affecting  not  tng,  as  no  part  of  their  allowance  has  been 

only  (he  subjects  at  large,  bat  even  the  reign-  paid  for  above  sfat  months  past.    He  himself 

itig  iamily  itself;  as  also  of  the  causes  why  hai  proposed  to  resign  his  appointment,  being 

no  legal  magistral^  eoukl  exist,  and  why  the  avety  way  preclud^  from  a  possibility  <J 

princes  of  the  reigning  iamily  were  not  only  axerdsing  the  duties  of  it." 
exposed  to  the  atmcks  of  assassins,  but  even 

to  a  want  of  the  protection,  which  might  be  XLYI. — That  it  appears  by  the  said  letter, 

had  (inom  their  servants  and  attendants,  who '  and  the  papers  therewith  transmitted,  as  well 

were  driven  from  their  masters  for  want  of  as  other  dooumentsia  the  said  correspondence, 

that  maintenance,  which  the  princes  their  that  in  consequence  of  the  distress  brought 

Dwsters  ooold  not  procure,  even  for  them*  upon  the  nabob's  finances,  certain  of  the  prin- 

sdves.  And  the  circumstances  aforesaid  vrera  cea  his  br«sthren,  the  children  of  Shuja  ul 

detailed  to  him  the  said  Hastings  by  the  rest-  Dowla,  the  late  sovereign  of  the  country, 

dent  Bristow,  in  a  letter  from  Lucknow,  dated  were  put  upon  pensions  unsuitable  to  tlicir 

the  29lh  January,  17B4,  to  the  govemour-  birth  aod  jrank,  and  by  the  ousmanagement  of 

general  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  the  the  minister  aforesaid  (appointed  by  the  said 

council  of  Bengal,  in  the  terms  following :  Warren  Hastings)  for  two  years  together  no 

""  The  frequent  robberies  and  molders,  per-  considerable  part  of  the  said  inadequate  pen* 
petrated  in  his  escceUem^'s,  the  vizieHs  dt^  aion  was  paid ;  and  not  being  able  to  mainc 
minions,  haver  ^n  too  often  the  subject  of  tain  the  attendants  necessary  for  their  proton 
my  represeotaticms  to  your  honourable  board,  tion  in  a  city,  in  which  all  magistracy  and 
From  the  total  want  of  police,  hardly  a  day  justice  was  abolished,  they  were  not  only 
elapses  but  1  am  informed  of  some  tragical  liable  to  suffer  the  greatest  extremities  of 
event,  whereof  the  bare  recital  is  shocking  to  penury,  but  their  lives  were  exposed  to  the 
humanity.  About  two  months  since  an  at-  attempts  of  assassins.  The  condition  of  one 
tempt  was  made  to  assassinate  Rajah  Ticket  of  the  said  princes,  callod  the  Nabob  Bahadur, 
R<^,  the  acting  minister's  confidential  agent;  is  by  himself  strongly  expressed  in  three  lot- 
hot  he  happily  escaped  unhurt.  Nabob  Behat-  ters  to  the  said  resident  Bristow,  the  first 
dre,  Ats  highnea^s  frnoCAer,  has  not  been  so  datedthe28lhofDecember,178S;  the  second, 
fortunate,  as  will  appear  from  translations  of  the  7th  of  January,  1784;  and  the  thiid,  the 
two  of  his  letters  to  me,  No.  1,  which  I  have  15th  of  January,  1784,  which  letters  were 
the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  information,  duly  transmUted  in  the  despatdi  of  the  £9th  of 
Althoogh  my  feelings  are  sensibly  hurt,  and  the  same  monUi  to  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
my  compassion  strongly  excited  by  th§  dU-  and  are  as  follow : 

grmeefid  and  mmnMe  atate  iff  ptvarty,  to  ^' Your  own  servant  carried  you  the  account 

loMdk  kit  veeelieney't  brothers ^art  nductd,  of  what  he  himself  was  an  eye-witness  to, 

yet,  situated  as  I  am,  it  is  not  in  my  power  after  the  affair  of  last  night.    These  are  the 

to  interfere  with  effect.     My  efforts  on  a  particulars  I'-about  midnight  my  aunt  re 

former  occasion  foiled  of  success,  ami  my  ceived  twelve  woundsfrom  a  ruffian,  of  which 

mterpoaition  now  would  oiUy  eaeatk  tht  raenl-  she  died.    1  also  received  six  successive  staba, 

ment  of  the  minuter  tomarde  the  vnhaippy  t^f-  which  alarmed  the  people  of  the  house,  who 

ferere^  in  eanaequence  ^f  their  applieatum  to  set  up  a  shouting ;  whereupon  the  assassin 

SIS,  jivm  whom  aloke,  however^  they  hope  run  off.    Bssidos  ho'ing  vniiumt  food^  or  ffts 

foi  Tolief  from  their  preeerU  distreeef  which,  mean*  of  providing  my,  this  misfortune  has 

their  near  connexion  with  the  vizier  oonai-  befoUen  me.    /  am  deairom  qf  eending  the 

dered,  is  both  shameful  and  unprecedented.  e%fin  to  your  door.    It  is  your  duty,  both  for 

That  no  regular  courts  of  justice  have  been  the  sake  of  God  and  of  Christ,  to  execute  ju^<* 

established  in  this  country  is    particularly  tice,  and  to  inquire  what  harm  I  have  dom'  :u 
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the  mordflrer  niflidant  to  deMrvo  Maaniaih*  lael  the  pain  and  ftfiicti«i  of  my  woundi ;  and 

taoo,  or  even  injury.     Y<m  now  mand  tn  tAe  /moperton  hoM  regarded  o^  ettiieUaUone  for  r«- 

piaee  of  hu  escMmeg  tk^  vmn,    I  roquost  drtU,  tought  after  the  oMostm,  and  brought 

you  wii)  do  ma  jostioe.    What  more  can  I  him  to  condign  jnmiehment^  youredf  excepts 

my't  od"    "In  like  manntf,  aa  the  tumourable 

P.  S.    **  I  am  ako  deairooi  to  abow  you  govemour-general  baa  adopted  my  brother 

my  wounda."  Baadut  A1&  Cawn  for  hia  aon,  and  relieved 

Jiim  from  the  ▼exatiou,  affliction,  and  depend- 

From  the  oame,  fMi  of  /ammiy,  1784.  «noe  of  thia  place,  would  it  be  extraordinary, 

that  you  alao  ahould,  in   your  bounty  and 

**  Ton  may  have  been  duly  inlbrmed  of  all  fiivour,  conaent  to  adopt  me,  who  do  not  po»- 
tbe  circumataacea  relative  both  to  the  murder  aeaa  the  neceaaariea  of  life,  and  p«mit  me  to 
of  the  innocent,  and  of  my  being  woaiided[,  aa  attend  you  to  whatoTer  part  of  the  world 
well  by  my  former  letter,  aa  by  the  meaaon-  you  nmy  travel,  whereby  I  ahall  at  all  timea 
gar,  wbomyou8enttoin<{ttireintotfaeatateof  derive  honour  and  advantage?  Formerly, 
my  health ;  and  I  have  every  reaaon  to  hope  ua  three  broihera,  Saaihit  Ally, Mym  Jungly 
from  your  known  kindneaa,  that  you  will  not  and  I,  the  poor  and  oppreaaed  were,  in  the 
be  deficient  in  aeeking  out  the  aasamin.  preianca  of  our  blcaaed  father,  treated  alike. 
/  am  of  thia  moment  overuMmtd  m  miefor^  Now  ibe  muuatera  of  thia  government  put 
tune,  WhUti  the  hhod  it  JImmng  from  wff  me  upon  a  footing  with  our  younger  brothera, 
woMiub,  nciCfter  /,  nor  my  ddUren,  nor  my  who  have  lately  left  the  xenana,  and  whooe 
aervonte,  Ibaa  «DAemmfAa<  to  procwt  mtk"  ezpeoaes  are  amall.  On  this  scale  which  ia 
eieienee;  net  have  I  it  in  my  power  either  to  in  every  roapect  inaufficient  for  my  main- 
purchaee  remediea,  or  to  reward  the  phyai-  tenanoe,  they  pay  the  pitiful  aUowanee  onfy 
eian— 'IM  J^Me  aake  of  Chdaimm  that  he  whenilietheirjdeaamrelodoit.  Myaiuiation 
attende  me,  Thoa  loaded  with  calamity  upon  faaa  for  yeara  paat  been  iucreaamg  in  wretch- 
calamity,  I  am  unable  to  aupport  life,  for  I  edneaa  to  a  degree,  th(»i  J  am  in  want  ^fdaHjf 
food  no  relief  from  any  affliction  either  day  or  dread,  ami  mjf  eervnEUs  «Kf  omma^  ore  dy- 
night.  Do  you  now  atand  in  the  piaee  of  «j  ing  of  hunger.  My  dietreeeea  are  eo  greeit, 
father;  grant  me  freah  life  by  apeedy  acta  if  tlut  I  hene  not  bftn  oMe  to  pojf  a  danm  to 
benevolence.  to  the  ewgooM  for  the  am  i^mywomndo, 

**  ¥Qir  iheae  two  laat  yeara  hia  eioallaiicy  and!*  th^  too  art  dieoouragtd  from  affording 

eatablished  a  penaion  for  me  of  twenty  thou-  me  iheir  o/^teunce^  or  fymiehing  me  io«<A 

aand  nipeea ;  but  I  never  received  the  full  medtWae*.    lioiv  then  ia  it  possible  for  me  to 

amount  of  it,  either  last  year  or  the  year  be-  exiat  ?    Con^itieritif;  you  aa  my  patixm,  par^ 

fore.    Should  it,  however,  be  paid  me,  though  ticipattn^  in  my  aiHictions,  I  have  repreaent- 

inadeqtmte  to  my  deairea,  I  shall  still  be  ena-  -ed  the  circumatonees  concerning  my  aitua- 

bled  to  support  myself.    From  the  beginning  tion ;  and  I  hope  from  your  friendship,  that 

of  this  year  to  the  present  time  I  have  not  re-  you  will  honour  me  with  a  fevourable  anawer.'* 
ceived  a  farthing,  nor  do  I  expect  any,  though, 

if  you  afford  protection  to  the  oppreaaed,  all  XL VII. — The  reaident  Bristow  did  alao 
'  my  wishes  will  be  aeoompliahed.  I  waa  de-  receive  a  atrong  appiication  from  three  othera 
airoua  of  waiting  on  you  with  my  fomily,  of  the  la'ethren  of  the  reigning  aovereign,  call- 
that  you  might  be  an  eye-witneaa  to  their  ed  MirzaHyder  Ali,  MirzaEnnayutAli,a»l 
condition  ;  but  I  waa  advised  not  to  stir  out  MirzaSyef  AH,  repraaenUnt;  Uaeir  very  pitia- 
on  account  of  my  wounds.  WhU  more  can  ble  case,  in  a  letter  of  iho  Mi  of  March, 
I  say  1"  178S,  in  which,  among  oUit-t  {«articuhurs,  are 

contained  tfie  fuUowbig : 

The  fiaimmng  tatraete  are  made  from  the  **  Our  aituation  is  not  At  to  be  rofsrcaented. 

thhd  letter  from  the  earn*  prince  ,*   doled  Jbr  two  yeart  we  have  net  reouoed  a  htbha 

January  15<A,  1784.  on  account  of  our  tuacaw  [aaaigmaent  on  the 

revemie]  though  the  mintstera  have  annually 

**  The  particulan  of  the  late  and  unforeaeen  charged  a  lack  of  rupeea,  and  never  paid  m 

misfortune,  w^ith  which  I  have  been  over-  anything.    AfUraUwearetheooneefSkt^a 

whelmed,  are  not  unknown  unto  you ;  that  «/  Dowla !    It  ia  aurpriaing,  having  such  a 

the  innocent  blood  of  my  aunt,  the  prop  and  friend  aa  you,  our  situation  ia  arrived  at  that 

ruier  qf  my  famiiyt  was  shed,  and  in  the  same  pass,  that  we  should  be  in  distress  for  dry  broad 

manner  I  too  was  i\ounded.    Until  now  I  and  dothee.    Whereas  you  have  done  many 
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|>eneroas  acts,  be  pleased  so  to  soow  m  your  of  goin^  to  Calcutta,  and  declared,  that  if  he, 

U?our,  that  by  tome  means  we  may  receive  the  said  Anderaon, "  would  give  hkn  the  small- 

our  allowances  from  the  company's  treasury,  eat  encouragement,  he  would  quit  al'  bis  fi>l- 

and  uv  be  obliged  to  depend  upon,  and  solicit  lowers,  and  come  alone,  and  would  take  up 

othi*t<$  :>r  it."  his  residence  under  his  protection."    And 

'  the  said  Andersoodid  declare,  that  ho  thought 

^  ijVni. — That  one  of  the  princes  afore-  it  "  would  be  policy,  and  much  to  the  credit 

ri-d,  called  the  Mirza  Jungly,  about,  the  be-  of  our   government,    that  .some    provision 

gmning  of  the  year  1783,  was  obliged  to  fly  should  be  made  for  Miraa  Jungly  incur  terri- 

from  the  dominions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  and  tories." 
to  leave  his  country  and  connexions ;  and  as 

die  resident  Bristow,  writing  (rem  Lucknow,  ^  XLIX.— That  the  said  Bristow  did  repre- 

hath  observed,  "  he  went  to  iry  his  fortune  at  sent  the  aforesaid  circomstanoes  to  Hyde/ 

other  courts  in  preference  to  starving  at  home,  Beg  Cawn,  minister  to  the  nabob  of  Oude, 

which  might  have  been  his  fato  by  all  accounts  declaring  it  his  opinion,  "  that  his  bighness's 

at  this  place/'    And  the  said  prince  sought  brothers  thus  taking  refiige  with  a  foreign 

for  succour  at  the  court  of  .>n(*  of  the  neigh-  prince  is  a  reflection  upon  the  visier,  and  it 

bouring  MahonitfJan  princes ;  bcit  conceiv-  woukl  be  advisable,  that  an  allowaBoe  should 

in^  fita.t  liiAgust  at  the  treatment  he  met  be  granted  to  him  upon  the  footing  of  bis 

«i;h  ihere,  he  departed  from  thence,  and  on  brothers,  that  he  might  reoBain  in  the  pre> 

tfai  8th  of  February,  1783,  arrived  at  the  aenoe."    But  the  nabob  was  induced  to  refuse 

MxV^atta  camp,  while  David  Anderson,  Es-  to  his  brother  any  offer  of  any  allowance 

quiff.  >vas  there  in  the  character  of  tninistor  beyond  the  two  bunked  pounds  per  month, 

pliukipoientitry  to  the  comp^by,  with  a  view,  allowed,  but  not  paid,  to  his  other  brothers; 

if  hl5  leception  tf.«*e  should  not  prove  an-  and  which,  the  said  prince  did  observe  to  Mr. 

rwve/Kbie  to  his  wishes,  to  pass  on  to  the  Andersen,  **•  that  it  was  not  only  inadequato 

•kvimvrard.    And  the  sakl  Anderson,  proba-  to  his  expenses,  but  infinitely  less  (as  the 

u\^  considering  this  event  as  of  very  great  truth  was)  than  wh^  his  excellency  has  set- 

i»f  Mirunce  to  the  honour  of  the  British  gov-  tied  on  many  persons  of  inferiour  rank,  who 

■"UTfimt,  as  well  as  to  its  interests,  on  the  have  not  so  good  a  claim  to  his  support : 

i««e  ^land,  by  exhibiting  the  son  and  brother  and  that  it  would  not  be  sufficient  to  enable 

i'f  8  acrvereign  prince,  from  whom  the  oompa-  him  to  live  at  Lucknow,  where  all  his  friends 

nt  had  receivol  many  millions  of  money,  a  and  relations  were,  and  so  many  of  his  infe- 

fogjtive  from  his  country,  and  a  wanderer  for  riours  lived  la  a  state  of  affiaeooe.'*    In  case, 

bread  through  the  courts  of  India ;  and  on  the  therefore,  it  coukl  not  he  incrcaaed,  he  re- 

(rther  the  consequences,  which  might  arise  quested  leave  to  live  in  the  company's  pro- 

from  the  Mahrattas  having  in  their  posses-  vinces,  or   at  Calcutta,  for  that  in  any  o^ 

sion,  and  under  their  induence  a  son  of  the  these  situations  "  he  could  with  less  difficulty 

late  nabob  of  Oude,  did  without  delay  advise  r^ulate  his  expenses/'    And  he  did  declare, 

Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  of  the  event  afore-  that,  if  his  request  was  granted  to  him,  he 

said ;  and  he  dkl  also  write  to  Mr.  Bristow,  would  immediately  quit  all  prospects  with 

the  resident  at  the  court  of  the  nabob  vizier,  Scindta.    To  these  propositions  he  received 

several  letters  of  the  9th  and  2(Hh  of  Februa-  %  very  discouraging  answer  from  his  brother's 

Tj,  and  of  the  6th  of  March  and  6th  of  April,  minister,  containing  a  positive  and  final  refu« 

1783,  in  order  that  some  steps  should  betaken  sal  of  any  increase  of  allowance,  obtaining 

for  his  return,  and  establishment  in  his  own  <mly  the  nabob's  permission  to  retire  into  the 

couitry.    And  the  said  Anderson  did  inform  company's   provinces:    but   Mr.  Anderson 

the  resident  Bristow,  in  his  letter  aforesaid,  did  not  think  himself  authorized  to  take  any 

that  on  the  arrival  of  the  fugitive  prince,  bro-  steps  for  the  prince's  retreat  into  the  said  pro- 

ther  of  the  reigning  sovereign  of  Oode,  at  the  vince  without  Scindia's  concurrence,  who,  be 

Mahratte  camp,  he  did  cause  his  tent  to  be  observed,  would  use  every  art  to  detain  htm  ; 

pitched  close  to  that  of  Mr.  Anderson ;  but  and  accordingly  did  offer  him  the  command 

finding  this  not  agreeable  to  the  Mahratta  of  a  battalion  of  infantry  to  be  paid  directly 

general,    Scindia,  he  afterwards  removed  :  fit>m  his  own  treasury,  and  60002.  sterling  a 

and  that  he  showed  a  strong  attauhmeni  to  the  year  for  keeping  up  a  corps  of  horse,  and  to 

English,  acd  was  inclined  to  throw  himself  settle  upon  him  a  landed  estate  ^  4000(.  a 

upon  their  generosity ;  that  he  ^\ »  ^irouB  year  as  a  provision  for  his  wife  and  children  ,* 
Vol.  UJ.— 14                                         K 


jOt  Aftncuus  oar  chabgb. 

HffafefahMDNnnUa  oflbra  H  appetrt  be  did  ao    edbiee  die  Moenily  of  a  proper  nee  of  the 
eopt,  end  did  and  dolh  rsaaaiii  in  ths  Mahrat-    Britith  infliMnce  (the  only  real  govenuiMnt 


ta  aervioe.  thea  existing)  in  the  prorince  afiweiaid  fiir  a 

regalataon  of  (he  economy  of  the  vizier*! 
L. — ^That  during  the  whole  eouree  of  tfaia    courti  as  well  as  ibr  the  proper  administration 
Iransaetlon  the  aaid  Wanren  Hastings  was     of  the  public  concenis,  civil  and  military, 


duly  advised  thereof,  first  by  a  very  early  let-  which  were  in  the  greatest  disorder ;  and  the 

ter  firom  thesaid  Andersen, and alUrwaids  by  said  Warren  Hastings  was  under  obligation 

the  reeideot  Bristow,  who,  on  the  SSd  of  to  provide  for  the  same,  and  did  himself  on- 

April,  1783,  transmitted  to  him  his  whole  decatand  it  to  be  bis  duty  so  to  do  *,  and  that 

correspondence  with   Mr.  Anderson.     But  he  was  therein  warranted  by  the  spirit  of  the 

what  answer  or  instraetions  the  eaid  Waq^en  treaty  of  Ghonar,  as  well  as  by  other  uni- 

Hastings  did  give  to  Mr.  Anderson  does  not  versal  powers  of  control,  and  even  of  snper- 

appear,  he  not  having  recorded  any  thmg  oeesion,  soppoaed  by  him  to  exist  in  the  re- 

Qpon  that  subject.    But  it  appears  that  to  lation  between  the  British  government  and 

the  reeUent  Brismw,  who  required  to  be  in-  that  of  Oudo,  and  accordingly  he  did,  in  his 

formed  whether  the  reception  of  the  fligitive  instructions  to  the  resident  Middleion,  Co 

prince  aibreaaid  in  the  company's  provinoes  wUdi  he  required  his  meet  implicit  obedience, 

would  meet  his  appmbation,  he  gave  no  an-  direct  him  to  u  interference  in  and  control 

Bwer  whatsoever ;  by  which  criminal  neglect,  upon  all  the  aAiirs  concerning  the  revenues, 

or  worse,  with  regard  to  a  brother  of  an  ally  the  military  arrangements,  and  all  the  other 

of  the  oompany,  who  showed  a  strong  attach-  brancbee  of  the  nabob's  govemmenu 
nent  and  prefer  euce  to  the  English  nation, 

and  by  suflbring  him  without  any  known  effort  LIII.— That  upon  hn  recall  of  the  laid 
to  prevent  it,  to  attach  himself  to  the  eauae  Middleton,  he,  in  his  instructions  to  the  resi- 
and  ibitnnes  of  the  Mahraltas,  who,  he,  the  dent  Bristow,  dated  tSd  of  October,  1781,  did 
■aid  Hastinge,  well  knew,  did  keep  upclanns  at  large  set  ibrth  the  situation  of  the  court 
open  several  parts  of  the  dominions  of  Oude,  and  government  of  Oude,  the  situation  and 
and  had  with  difficulty  been  persuaded  to  in-  character  of  the  nabob,  of  ihe  acting  minister, 
dude  the  nabob  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  he,  and  of  the  British  resident,  at  that  court ;  and 
having  sufl^ed  him  first  to  languish  at  home  did  plainly,  distinctly,  and  without  resenra, 
in  poverty,  and  then  to  fly  abroad  for  sobsis-  deecribe  the  extent  of  the  authority  to  beexer^ 
tence,  and  afterwards  taking  no  step,  and  cised  by  the  last  of  these  persons,  as  well 
countenancing  no  negotiations  for  his  return  as  the  unqualified  complianee  to  be  expcrted 
irom  bis  dangerous  place  of  refuge,  at  die  fixNn  the  two  former.  And  he  did  according- 
same  time  that  several  of  his,  the  said  Hast-  ly  declare,  that  "/rem  C^  natim  of  ourosn- 
ings*s  creatures  had  each  of  them  allowances  neston  with  the  ^vemmetd  of  Oude,  and 
much  more  considerable  than  would  have  su^  from  the  nabob's  incapacity,  a  meemfy  wUl 
fioed  for  the  satisfection  and  comfort  of  him,  for  ever  eeiiC,  while  we  have  the  claim  of  a 
the  said  fugitive  prince— ^was  guihy  of  a  high  subsidy  upon  the  resonroes  of  his  country,  of 
cKme  and  misdemeanour.  exercising  an  influence,  and  frequently  sub- 
stituting it  ENTIRELY^  m  the  piaoe  of  em, 
U. — ^That  the  indigent  condition  before  ovowsd  ani  eotutUtOiomal  muhority  m  iMf 
related  of  the  oriier  brothers  of  the  nabob  was  odminiolraUon  of  hU  {the  nabob**)  govern- 
also  doly  transmitted  to  the  said  Warren  mmi  f*  and  he  did  forther  in  Uie  said  instrao 
Hastings,  but  he  did  never  order  or  direct  any  tions,  namely,  in  instruction  the  fentth,  di- 
iteps  vHiatsoever  to  be  taken  towards  the  re«  rect  the  said  resident  in  the  words  follcving : 
Sef  of  the  fiimily  of  a  reigning  prince,  who  "  I  must  have  recourse  to  you  for  the  iaCro- 
were  daily  in  danger  of  perishing  by  famine  duction  of  a  imid  system  in  that  gov  emmet ; 
through  the  effect  of  his  measures,  and  those  nor  can  I  omit,  whilst  I  express  my  reliance 
of  a  person,  whom  he  supported  in  power  on  y<M  for  that  purpoee,  to  repeat  the  senti- 
tgainst  the  will  and  inclination  of  the  said  ments,  which  I  expressed  in  the  verbal  ia- 
prince  and  his  fiunity.  structions,  which  I  gave  at  your  depaitnre, 

that  there  eon  be  no  me^Hum  in  the 


LII. — That  the  foregoing  instances  of  the     hoeen  the  reaideni  and  Ae  mmieter^  hmt  mtiuf 
penury,  distress,  dispersion,  and  exile  erf"  the     the  rtmdaa  mtisf  be  the  oUne  oftd  vosast  tif  the 


reigning  &mily,  as  well  as  the  general  disor-     mmtiter,  or  the  minister  at  the  abeobOo 

der  in  all  the  aflkirs  of  Oude,  did  strongly    talqf  the  retident.*    And  he.  the  said  HanU 
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iDga,  did  ffbUe,  in  the  add  aiticia  of  the  in- 
•tmettont  albrMaid,  that  though  the  conduct 
of  the  nid  Hjder  Beg  Kh&n  had  been  high- 
I7  reprehensible,  and  that  be  was  much  (Us- 
pleased  thereat,  he  would  prefer  him  to  aaj 
other,  on  account  of  his  ability  and  know- 
ledge of  business,  with  the  following  proviso, 
'*  if  he  wouM  submit  to  hoM  his  office  on  such 
conditions  as  I  require.  He  exists  by  his  de- 
pendence on  the  infloence  of  our  government. 
It  must  be  advisable  to  try  him  by  the  mode 
ef  conciliation ;  at  the  same  time  that  in  your 
/nal  cmoenation  with  him  it  will  be  neoensary 
to  declare  to  him,  in  the  plaitutt  terms,  the 
feeting  and  condition,  on  which  he  shall  be  jmt- 
miUed  to  retain  his  olace ;  with  the  altema^ 
tive  of  a  disv:issioc,  and  a  scrutiny  into  his 
conduct,  if  he  refuses  it.  In  the  first  place, 
I  will  not  receive  from  the  nabob,  as  )u»  let- 
ters dictated  by  the  apirit  of  oppotition ;  but 
shall  consider  every  such  attempt  at  an  mmtlt 
en  enr  gwvnmtnt.  In  the  second  place,  I 
shall  expect,  that  nothing  is  done  in  his  offi* 
dal  character  but  with  your  knowledge  and 
partictpation.** 

Uy.— That  the  said  Hastings  having  de- 
scribed, in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the  relative 
situatiott  of  the  resident  and  minister,  be  did 
state  also  the  relative  situation  of  the  said 
minister  and  his  master  the  nabob,  deelarinf, 
**  that  the  minister  did  hold  without  eentfW 
the  unpartidpaled  and  entire  administstion, 
with  all  the  powers  anaexed  to  that  govern- 
ment ;  the  nobod  heing,  a»  he  ever  muat  6c  m 
the  handa  of  aomejteroont  a  mere  ej^pher  m 
*u"  {the  minister's.]  And  having  thus 
stated  the  subordination  of  the  minister  to 
the  resident,  and  the  subordisation  of  the 
nabob  lo  the  minister,  he  did  naturally  de- 
dare,  **  that  tbo  first  share  of  the  responsibili- 
ty would  rest  upon  the  said  resident.*'  And 
he  did  fiirther  declare,  "  that  the  other  condi- 
tionodid  follow  distinctly  in  their  places,  be- 
cause he  did  consider  the  roaident  om  reeponaim 
He  for  them.'* 

LV.— That  for  the  direction  of  the  resi- 
dent hi  the  exeitnse  of  so  critical  a  trust, 
whOTsin  all  the  true  and  substantial  powers, 
ef  government  were  in  an  invw'ted  relation 
and  proporti<m  to  the  official  and  ostensible 
uthoritieo,  and  in  which  the  said  Hastings 
did  suppose  the  necessity  constantly  existing 
fer  exercising  an  influence,  and  frequently  for 
substituting  entirely  the  British  authority  *'  in 
ttae  place  of  the  avowed  and  constitutional 
,"  be,  the  said  Hutings,  did  pro 


perly  leave  the  resident  a  discretionary  power 
for  his  deviation  from  any  part  of  his  instme- 
tiona ;  interposing  a  caution  (or  his  security 
and  direction,  that^  as  much  as  he  could,  he 
would  leave  the  subject  tree  ifi>r  his  (iho 
said  Hastings's)  correction  of  it ;  and  would 
instantly  inform  him,  or  the  board,  according 
to  the  degree  of  its  importance,  with  his  rea- 
sons for  it. 

LYl.— That  besides  the  institution  of  the 
c<Hirts  of  justice,  as  before  recited,  four  other 
principal  objects  in  the  reformation  of  the  af- 
fairs of  Oude  were  expressly  recommended  to 
the  residents  Middleton  and  Bristow,  and 
.  must  be  understood  to  be  the  conditions,  np- 
on  whian  the  said  Hastings  must  have 
meant  to  have  it  understood,  that  the  uting 
minister  of  Oude  was  to  hold  his  empl<^- 
ment,  namely,  the  limitation  of  the  naJxtb's 
personal  expenses  ,*  the  reduction  of  the  na- 
bob's troops  in  number,  and  the  change  in 
arrangement ;  the  appointment  of  proper  col- 
lectors for  the  revenues ;  and  the  appointment 
of  proper  officers  for  all  narts  of  the  executive 
administration. 

LVII.— That  the  first  object,  namely,  that 
of  the  limitation  of  the  nabob*B  personal  ex- 
penses, and  separating  them  from  the  public 
establishments,  he,  &e  said  Hastings,  did 
state  as  the  first  and  fundamental  part  of  his 
regulation,  and  that,  upon  which  all  the  others 
wouki  depend;  and  did  declare,  "that  in 
•rder  to  prevent  the  vizier's  alliance  from 
being  a  clog  instead  of  an  aid  to  the  comp»> 
v^f  the  moat  eaaential  part  is  to  Hmit  and  se- 
paraie  his  personal  disbursements  from  the 
public  accounts  :  they  WMii  not  atoeeed  what 
lie  has  received  in  any  <^  the  last  three 
years."  And  as  to  the  public  treasury  and 
disbursements,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did,  in 
tho  said  instructions,  wholly  withdraw  them 
from  the  personal  management  or  interforence 
of  tho  nabob,  and  did  expressly  order  and 
direct,  "  that  they  should  be  under  the  sole 
management  of  the  ministers,  with  the  resi- 
dent's concurrence.'*  And  on  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  resident  Bristow,  in  October, 
1782,  he  the  said  Hastings  did  order  and  di- 
rect him  in  every  point  of  the  instructions  to 
Middleton,  not  revoked  or  qualified  by  his 
then  instructions,  to  which  he  did  require  his 
[the  said  resident  Bristow's]  "  most  attentive 
and  literal  obedience." 

LVIII.— That  the  said  resident  Bristow 
did,  in  consequence  of  the  renewal  to  him  of 
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the  said  instructioM  as  aforesaid,  endeaTOur  record  as  aforesaid,  that  in  a  letter,  wiiidi  (m 
to  limit  and  put  in  order  the  nabob's  expen-  bad  lately  received  from  the  nabob,  the  mio- 
ses ;  but  be  was  in  that  particular  traversed  ister  had  the  presuroptioa  to  make  the  nabob 
and  counteracted,  and  in  the  end  wholly  ds-  declare  that  which  was  true  to  be  J^tlMe;  and 
feated,  by  the  minister  Hyder  Beg  iCh&n.  that  "  his  making  uMt  of  the  nabob  in  such 
And  though  the  obstructions  aforesaid,  agree-  a  manner  did  show  how  thin  the  veil  was  by 
ably  to  the  instructions  given  .to  Middleton,  which  he  covered  hit  own  aeU ;  and  that  such 
and  to  him,  the  said  Bristow,  were  repre-  artifices  would  only  tend  to  make  them  the 
sented  to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  the  more  criminal  from  the  faUdtood  and  dt^U' 
resident  aforesaid,  yet  the  said  Warren  Hast-  dty  with  which  they  toert  auodaUd,* 
ings  did  give  no  lund  of  support  to  the  said 

resident,  or  take  any  steps  towards  enabling  LX.— -That  the  said  Hastings  did  act  iq> 

him,  the  said  resident,  to  effectuate  the  said  on  the  letters  pretended  to  be  written  by  tiie 

necessary  limitation  and  distribution  of  ex-  nabob,  as  well  as  on  thoee  actually  written 

penses,  by  himself  the  said  Hastings  order-  by  the  minister,  without  previously  cooimn- 

ed  and  proscribed ;  nor,  if  he  disa|proved  the  nicating  the  matter  of  the  said  complaint  to 

proceedings  of  the  said  resident,  did  ho  give  the  said  resident,  and  did  give  credit  to  the 

him  any  instructions  for  the  forbearance  oC  Mune ;  and  coming  as  aforesaid  from  a  peno» 

the  same,  or  for  the  oxerting  his  duty  in  any  hy  himself  (the  said  Hastings)  charged  with 

other  mode;  nor  did  he  call  for  any  illus-  artifice,  falsehood,  and  duplicity,  and  with 

tration  from  him  of  any  thing  doubtfbl  in  his  abusing  to  his  own  evil  purpoees  the  name  and 

correspondence,  nor  state  to  him  any  com-  eeal  of  his  master,  without  his  knowledge, 

plaint  made  privately  of  bis  conduct,  in  order  and  without  any  previous  inquiry  into  the 

to  receive  thereon  an  explanation ;  but  he  did  focts    and  circumstances ;    and  did  thereon 

leave  him  to  pursue,  at  his  discretion,  the  ex-  ground  an  accusation  against  the  said  resi- 

tensive  powers  before  described,  to  oflfect  the  dent,  Bristow,  before  \ht  board  at  Calcutta, 

reformation,  which  he  was  directed  to  accom-  in  which  he  did  represent  the  conduct  of  the 

plish  under  the  responsibility  denounced  to  <aid    Bristow,  in  attempting   to  limit    the 

him  as  aforesaid,  if  he  should  fail  therein,  m  household  expenses  of  tho  nabob,  as  an  indig- 

he  was  supposed  to  be  substantially  invested  nity,  "  which  no  man  tiring,  however  mean 

with  all  the  powers  of  government.  his  rank  in  life,  or  dependent  his  condition  in 

it,  would  permit  to  be  exercised  by  any  oth- 
LIX.— That  instead  of  the  said  support  or  er,  but  with  the  want  or  forfeiture  of  every 
instruction,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  counto-  nunly  principle."  And  he  did  further  ac- 
nonce,  or  more  probably  cause  or  direct  a  fe-  cuse  the  said  Bristow,  for  that  in  his  proceed- 
presentation  to  be  made  to  him  by  the  acting  ings  in  the  regulation  of  the  nabob's  house- 
minister  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  complaining  hold  "  he  should  receive  to  himself,  or  Mr. 
grievously  of  the  proceedings  of  the  resident  Cowper  for  him,  or  a  treasurer  for  both  (tho 
aforesaid,  as  usurpations  on  the  nabob's  autho-  arrangement  baa  never  been  well  defined)  the 
rity,  and  indignities  on  his  person.  And  aU  money  assigned  for  the  support  of  the  nabob'* 
though  he,  the  said  Hastings,  did  instruct  the  household  ;  issue  it  as  he  pleased,  not  to 
resident,  Bristow,  to  inform  the  said  Hyder  the  nabob,  but  to  the  menial  officers  of  his 
Beg  Kh^,  that  he  would  not  receive  from  household:  dispose  of  his  superfluous  boraee, 
the  nabob,  as  Ait,  letters  directed  by  the  spirit  and  other  cattle ;  determiae  how  many  elo- 
of  opposition,  but  should  consider  evwy  such  phants  were  necessary  to  the  state  of  the  ri- 
attempt  as  hi$  [the  minister's]  as  an  insult  zier  of  the  empire ;  the  number  of  domestics 
on  our  government;  yet  he  did  receive,  as  Au,  for  his  attendance  ;  and  pry  into  tlU  kiidien 
the  nab^'s  own  letters,  and  as  written  from  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  quantity 
the  impressions  on  his  own  mind,  and  as  the  of  victuals  which  ought  to  be  dressed  in  it ; 
suggestions  of  his  own  judgment,  letters  to  control  the  aoootmts  of  these  disbunementa  ; 
the  same  effect  as  those  written  by  the  n^nis-  and  appropriate  to  his  own  ose  (for  that  tho 
ter,  although  he  had  declared  upon  record,  that  consequence  was  inevitable,  if  he  diose  it) 
the  said  "  nabob  was  a  mere  cypher  in  his  the  residue  produced  by  those  eoooomical  r»- 
the  said  minister's  hands,"  and  "  that  he  had  trenchments.*' 
dared  to  use  both  the  nabdl>'s  name,  and  even 

his  seal,  affixed  to  letters  either  directed  to  LXI. — That  thentidchai^  ia  malioiout 

the  nabob,  or  written  as  from  him  without  his  and  insidious,  because  the  attempt  to  intro- 

knowledge ;"  and  although  he  did  assert,  or  duce  proper  officers  for  the  manageoieut  of 
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busehoU  expeuMS,  «o  considerable,  that  the 
said  Hastings  has  stated  the  allotment  (or 
the  same  at  300,0002.  sterling  yearly,  and 
that  other  accounts  have  carried  it  to  400,000^. 
sterling,  and  upwards,  and  to  keep  proper  and 
regular  accounts  thereof,  was  a  necessary 
regulation,  and  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of  tho 
nabob,  and  by  no  means  a  degradation  either 
of  his  person  or  authority,  which  was  specially 
provided  for  in  the  regulations,  as  no  expense 
oould  be  incurred  but  by  his  own  personal 
warrant  under  his  sign  manual;  nor  doth 
there  appear  therein  any  thing  hut  what  is 
of  absolute  necessity  to  prevent  embezzle- 
ment to  his  prejudice.  And  the  said  Hast- 
iogs  hath  declared,  in  the  5th  article  of  the 
lostructionB  to  the  said  resident,  that  no  ad- 
ministration can  be  properly  conducted  with- 
out regular  offices;  and  that  in  the  whole 
province  of  Oude  "  there  was  not  one,  the 
whole  being  engrossed  by  the  minister:''  of 
which  minister,  in  the  14th  article,  he  de- 
clares his  su^icion,  that  the  nabob  did  not 
receive  the  whole  and  punctual  pajrment  of 
the  sum  assigned  for  the  purpose  of  the 
hooseboU,  but  that  some  part  had  been  by 
him  withheld  from  the  nabob ;  and  that,  from 
private  inlbrmation  he  had  lately  received,  he 
had  reason  to  believe  that  this  was  actually 
the  case.  And  the  said  Hastings  well  knew 
that  the  nabob's  household  had  been  ill  con- 
ducted ;  that  the  allowances  of  his  servants 
had  not  been  paid;  that  his  distress  was 
scandalous;  and  that  his  nearest  relations 
were  in  a  fltmishing  condition  :  and  the  said 
Hastings  did  also  well  know  that  the  house- 
hold of  the  nabob  was  provided  for  or  neg- 
lected, not  at  hb  own  discretion,  but  at  that 
of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Khlu;  and  he  dad, 
in  the  14ih  article  aforesaid,  instruct  the  re- 
sident Bristow  to  show  every  ostensible  and 
external  mark  of  respect  to  the  nabob,  in  or- 
der to  induce  him  to  become  himself  the 
mover  of  every  act  necessary  for  the  advano- 
ing  of  his  own  interests,  and  the  discbarge  of 
his  debts  to  the  company,  declario^,  *'  that 
they  never  could  be  effected  while  the  minis- 
ter retained  that  ascendancy  over  him,  which 
he  at  present  holds  by  the  means  of  a  nearer 
and  more  private  intercourse,  and  by  affect- 
ing to  be  the  mediator  of  his  rights  against  the 
claims  of  our  government."  And  the  said  Hast- 
iap  did  further  well  know,  that  there  was  no 
way  ef  ascertaining  the  payment  of  {be  assign- 
ment for  the  nabob's  household,  either  for  the 
fenecai  purposes  of  their  destination,  or  to 
the  particalar  objects  to  which  they  ought  to 
he  applied,  without  regular  offices  of  receipt 


fnd  of  account,  which  might  prevent  the  said 
minister  Hydor  Beg  KhAn,  or  the  British 
resident,  or  any  other,  from  embezzling  or 
misapplying  the  same.  But  the  total  want 
of  offices  aforesaid  in  every  department  of 
government  did  furnish  occasion  of  conceal- 
ing all  frauds,  clandestine  presents,  or  pen- 
sions to  a  govemour-general,  commander-in- 
chief,  or  oUier  servant  of  the  company. 

LXII.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 
who  did  pretend  so  deep  a  concern  for  the  in- 
dignities supposed  to  be  suffered  by  the  nabob, 
merely  in  the  limitation  and  regulation  of  un- 
necessary expenses  relative  to  his  kitchen, 
domestics,  &c.  did  show  no  attention  or  com- 
passion to  the  said  nabob,  wboi,  in  the  year 
]  779,  the  said  nabob  represented  that  the  pen- 
sions of  his  oki  servants  for  thirty  years,  the  ex- 
penses of  his  fikmily  and  kitchen,  together  with 
the  jaghircs  of  his  grandmother,  mother,  and 
aunts,  and  of  his  brothers  and  dependants, 
given  for  their  support,  were  not  rtgulaUdt 
kit  stopped. 

LXIII.— That  the  other  articles  of  regi»- 
lation,  namely,  the  reform  of  the  troops  in 
number  and  in  arrangement,  tlie  i^pointmenl 
of  proper  collectors  for  the  revenues,  and  the 
general  constitution  of  officers  for  the  execu- 
tive administration,  were  in  like  manner  to- 
tally defeated  by  the  said  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n. 
And  the  said  Hastings  did  receive  a  charge 
from  him,  and  did  adopt  it  as  bis  own,  repre- 
senting the  endeavours  of  the  resident  to  act 
in  the  regulations  aforesaid  agreeably  to  (he 
spirit  of  his  ustructions,  and  in  confidence 
of  the  powers  vested  in,  and  the  respon- 
sibility imposed  upon  him,  the  said  resident, 
as  usurpations  of  the  authority  and  pre- 
rogative of  the  nabob ;  and  he,  the  said  Hast- 
ings did  make  criminal  charges  thereon 
against  the  saU  resident  Bristow,  of  which 
charges  the  council  board  did,  on  bearing  the 
same,  and  the  defence  of  the  said  Bristow, 
fully  acquit  him. 

LXIV .— That  tho  said  Hastings,  by  abet- 
ting Hyder  Beg  Kb&n,  a  person  described  by 
him  as  aforesaid,  in  bis  opposition  to  all  the 
plans  of  necessary  reformation  proposed  by 
the  said  Hastings  himself,  and  having  sug- 
gested no  other  whatever  in  lieu  thereof,  to 
answer  the  purposes,  for  which  he  had  stipi:^ 
lated  in  the  treaty  of  Cbunar  for  the  interfe- 
rence of  the  resident  in  every  branch  of  the 
nabob's  government,  did  thereby  frustrate 
(very  one  c^  the  good  ends  proposed  by  him 
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in  the  sud  treaty  of  ClMiitr,  and  did  grMslj  hia  Mcret  a^tPafaneridid  pretend,  and  poaU 

abuse  his  trust  in  giving  the  exorbitaDt  pow-  tively  attert,  that  they  had  no  share  in  the 

ers  before  recitcd|  and   asserting   them   to  letters  aforesaid  from  the  nabob's  and  hia 

exist  in  the  British  resident,  without  suffer-  minister,  there  was  an  original  note  to  tha 

ing  them,  even  in  appearance,  to  answer  any  nabob's  letters  of  accusation,  referring  to  die* 

of  fhe  proper  and  justifiable  ends,  for  which  tinct  parts  and  specified  taumbers  of  the  agent 

any  power  or  influence  can  or  ought  to  exist  Palmer's  secret  correspondence  with  the  saii 

in  any  goYernment.  Warren  Hastings ;  anid  the  said  letter,  with 

the  said  reference,  was,  through  inadTertence, 

LXV.— That  there  is  just  grdund  to  Wo-  laid  before  the  board, 
lently  presume,  that  not  only  the  letters  in 

the  name  of  the  nabob  aforesaid  were  dictated  LX  VI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hasting*, 

to  him  by  his  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khftn,  in  having  thrown  the  government  of  Onde  into 

whose  hands  the  said  Hastings  hu  described  great  confusion  and  distress,  and  thereby  pre* 

his  master  to  be  "  a  mere  cypher,"  &c.  but  vented  the  discharge  <^  the  debt,  or  pretend- 

which  Hyder  Beg  was  the  known  instrument  ed  debt,  to  the  company,  did  by  all  the  said 

of  the  said  Hastings ;  but  that  the  conduct  and  intrigues,  machinations,  and  charges,  aim  at 

letters  of  complaint  of  the  said  Hyder  Beg  the  filling  the  said  office  of  resident  at  Oode 

were,  in  efl'ect  and  substance  prescribed  and  with  his  own  dependants,  or  by  himself  per« 

dictated  to  him  by  the  said  Warren  Hast-  lonally,  as  it  spears,  that  he  did  first  pro- 

ings,  or  his  secret  agent,  Palmer,  by  his  direo-  pose  to  place  in  the  said  office  his  secret 

tion  ;  because  it  is  notorious,  that  the  powers  agent.  Palmer,  and  that  afterwards,  when  h« 

of  tlw  said  Hyder  Beg  were  solely  supported  was  not  able  to  succeed  therein,  he  did  pro- 

by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  who,  according  to  pose  nominally  to  abolish  the  said  office,  but 

the  state  of  bvour  or  displeasure  in  which  he  in  efilsct  to  fill  it  by  himself;  prqiosing  to  the 

stood,  hath  frequently  promised   him  sup-  council,  and  rendering  himself  responsible 

port,  or  threatened  him  with  dismission  and  (but  not  in  fortune)  for  the  payment  of  the 

punishment!  and  therefore  it  is  not  to   be  oompany*sdebt  within  a  certain  given  time,  if 

thought  that  he  would  take  so  material  a  step  he  were  permitted  and  commissioned  by  the 

as  to  oppose  the  company's  resident,  acting  council  to  act  for  the  board  in  that  province ; 

under  the  instructions  of  the  govemour^gene-  and  did  inform  them,  that  he  was  privatelj 

ral  and  council,  and  to  accuse  him  with  so  well  assured  that  in  a  few  days  he  should  re* 

much  confidence,  and  in  a  manner  so  different  oeire  an  invitation  to  that  effect ;  and  he  did 

from  the  usual  style  of  supplication  on  all  slate  (as  in  the  year  1781  he  had  stated  as  a 

other  occasions  employed  by  that  court,  if  he  reason  for  bis  former  delegation)  '*  that  the 

had  not  been  previously  well  assured  that  hia  stale  of  the  country  was  so  disordered  in  its 

writing  in  that  manner  would  be  pleasing  to  revenue  and  administration,  and  the  credit 

the  person  upon  whom  he  solely  depended  for  and  influence  of  the  nabob  himself  so  much 

his  power,  his  fortune,  and  perhajw  for  his  shook  by  the  tale  taurpation  of  his  authority, 

life.    Secondly,  because,  when  it  suited  the  and  the  oonteats  which  attended  it,  as  to  re- 

purpcwes  of  the  sa\d  Hastings,  on  a  former  qoire  the  accession  of  an  extraiveous  aid  to 

occasion,  that  is,  in  the  year  1784,  to  remove  restore  the  powers,  and  to  reanimate  the  con- 

the  resident  Briatow  aforesaid  from  his  office,  stitution  of  his  government ;"  although  he  the 

a  letter  from  the  nabob  was  laid  before  the  said  Hastings  did  for  a  long  time  before  aUri- 

council  board  at  Calcutta,  proposing,  that  in  bute  the  weakness  of  his  government  to  an 

order  to  prevent  the  etfects  of  the  saU  Bri»-  extraneous  interfer^ce.    And  the  said  coun- 

tow's  application  to  Europe  for  redress,  the  cil,  on  his  engagement  aforesaid,  did  consent 

said  Hastings  should  send  him  draughts  of  thereto;  and   he  did  aocoidingly  receive  a 

letters,  which  he,  the  said  nabob,  would  write  commission,  enabling  him  to  act  in  the  afiaiiv 

in  his  own  name  and  character  to  the  king,  of  Oude,  not  only  aa  the  resident  might  have 

to  his  majesty's  ministers,  and  to  the  court  of  done,  but  aa  largely  aa  the  council-genenl 

directors,  expressing  himself,  in  the  letter  might  legally  delegate  their  own  powers, 

aforesaid,  in  the  words  following :  viz.  "  to  * 

prevent  his  [Bristow's]  applying  to  Europe,  LXVU.— That   the  said  Warren  iftast- 

send  me,  if  you  think  prober,  the  draughts  of  ings,  in  accepting  the  said  commission,  did 
*       rs,  which  /  may  write  to  the  king,  the 


letters,  which  /  may  write  to  the  king,  the     subject  his  character,  and  the  reputation  of  hie 
vizier,  and   the    chieft    of  tl  .     -       >- 

Thiidly,  that  though  the  said 


vizier,  and   the    chieft    of  the    computy."     office,  to  great  imputations  and  suspicioBi  b^ 

Hastings  j  an^    taking  upon  himself  an  inferiour  office,  out  of 
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wUoh  anodMr  bad  ttpon  his  iitfrigUM  betm  n»  in  d^fiaim  of  tho  vigSh^et  of  tbo  aumilf  . 
■lOTod  b/ «  porpetual  obttraction,  wbich  rea-  [collectors]  clandetthuljf  rtierved  for  their 
dsrod  it  impossibls  for  him  to  perforin  bis  du*  own  tcft ,  were  of  course  exbausted,  to  whiph 
tj,  or  to  obey  his  instructions ;  and  he  did  state  no  person  would  accept  of  the  charge  of 
increase  the  said  grounded  suspicions  by  ex-  the  coUoctions  on  a  positive  engagement,  nor 
ereising  that  office  in  a  gorernment,  from  did  the  rain  fall  till  the  10th  of  July."— -And 
whence  it  was  notorious  he  had  himself  re-  in  another  letter,  dated  from  Benares,  the  Ist 
eeired  an  uohtwful  gill  and  present  from  the  of  Octobw  following,  he  repeats  the  same  ac- 
ainisters,  and  in  which  he  had  notoriously  counts ;  and  that  the  ''country  could  not  bear 
suffered  many,  and  had  himself  actually  di-  further  additions  of  espense ;  that  it  had  no 
rected  some  acts  of  peculation,  by  granting  tnletM  cf  trade  to  supply  the  issues,  that  were 
various  pensions  and  emolumenU,  to  the  pro*  made  from  it  ^"  [the  exceptions  stated  there 
judice  of  the  revenue. of  a  distressed  country,  being  inconsiderable]  "  therefore  every  rupet^ 
wUch  he  was  m*  authorised  to  grant.  which  is  drawn  into  your  treasury  (the  com- 
pany's] from  its  circulation,  will  accelerate  , 
LXVIII. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  the  period  at  which  iu  ability  must  cease  to 
lags  did  proceed  unto  the  said  province  of  Oude  pay  even  the  et^mUOed  eubeufy."  Notwith- 
ai^er  colour  of  providing  a  remedy  for  the  standing  this  state  of  the  country,  of  which  ho 
disorders  described  to  be  existing  in  the  same,  was  well  apprized  before  he  left.  Calcutta, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  the  company's  pretend-  and  the  poverty  and  distress  of  the  prince 
ed  debt.  And  the  said  Warrea  Uastb^,  having  been  frequently  but  in  vain  represenl- 
who  had  thought  fit  to  recall  the  company's  ed  to  him,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  forbear 
resident  appointed  to  thai  office  by  the  court  his  .oppressive  exactions,  he  did,  in  order  to 
of  direotors,  and  to  suspend  his  office,  did,  fiiroish  the  council  with  a  colonr  for  permits 
notwithstanding,  of  his  own  choice  and  seleo-  ting  him  to  recall  the  company's  resident,  and 
tion,  and  on  bis  own  mere  authority,  take  to  exercise  the  whole  powers  of  the  company 
with  him  in  his  progress  a  large  retinue,  '^and  in  his  own  person  without  any  check  what- 
a  nusserous  socieLy  of  Snglish  gentlemen,  to  soever,  or  witness  of  his  proceedings,  ex- 
compose  his  lamily,"  which  he  r^resents  as  cept  the  persons  of  his  own  private  choice^ 
necessary;  although  in  a  letter  from  that  make  the  express  and  positive  engagement 
very  place,  to  which  be  took  that  very  nu-  albresaid,  which,  if  understood  of  a  real  aod 
merous  society,  he  informs  the  court  of  di-  substantial  discharge  of  debt  for  the  relief  of 
rectors,  *'  that  his  own  consequence,  and  that  the  total  of  the  company's  finances,  was  gross- 
of  the  nation  he  represents,  are  independent  ly  fallacious ;  because,  at  the  very  time,  he 
of  show ;"  and  after  his  arrival  tliere,  he,  the  must  have  been  perfectly  sensible,  that  in  the 
said  Warren  Hastings,  did  write  from  Luck-  then  state  of  the  revenues  and  country  of 
now,  the  capital  of  that  province,  a  letter  Oude  (which  are  in  effect  the  company's  reve- 
dated  the  30th  of  April,  1784,  to  the  court  of  nues,  and  the  company's  country)  the  debt,  or 
directors,  in  which  are  several  particulars  to  pretended  debt  aforesaid,  asserted  to  be 
die  following  purport  or  tcnour,  and  which  about  five  hundred  thousand  pounds,  or  there- 
he  points  out  to  the  directors  "  to  be  circum-  ftbouts,  could  not  be  paid  without  contracting 
stances  of  no  trivial  inlbrmation,"  namely,  another  debt,  at  an  usurious  interest,  witliout 
*^  that  he  ha<i  found,  that  the  kuids  in  that  pro-  encroaching  on  the  necessary  esiablishnients, 
vince,  as  well  as  in  some  parts  more  iramedi-  or  on  private  property,  or  on  the  pay  of  the 
ately  under  the  company,  have  suflbred  in  a  army,  or  without  grievous  oppression  of  the 
grievous  manner,  being  completely  exliausted  coimtry,  or  all  these  altogenher.  And  it  doth 
of  their  natural  moisture  by  the  total  (ailure  appear,  that  one  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
of  one  entire  season  of  the  periodical  rains,"  towards  the  said  payment  of  debts  was  bor- 
with  a  few  exoeptions,  which  were  produced  rowed  at  Calcutta  by  the  nabob's  agent  there, 
only  *^  by  the  uncommon  labour  of  the  hu^  but  at  what  interest  is  not  known.  It  ap- 
bnndman."  And  in  a  letter  to  Edward  Who-  pears  also,  that  other  sums  were  borrowed  for 
ler,  Esquire,  a  member  of  the  council-gene-  arrear  of  the  interest,  on  wbich  40,0002.  ster- 
ral,  from  Benares,  the  20th  of  September,,  ling  appears  in  the  company's  claims  for  the 
1784,  he  says  that  "  the  puMic  revenMes  had  current  year,  and  that  various  deduciions  were 
declined  with  the  failure  of  the  cultivation  m  made  from  the  jaghires  restored  to  the  be^ 
tkreo  euecamve  yean;  and  all  the  stores  of  puns,  as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  nabob's 
grain,  which  the  providence  of  the  husband'  family ;  and  it  did  and  doth  appear,  that  an 
■w  (lA  he  was  iafommd  was  their  custos  arrear  is  still  due  to  the  old  and  new  brig^dei 
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• 

bnt  whether  the  same  be  growing  or  not,  doth  useful  or  responsible  soperintendefice  in  ttie 

Dot  appear ;  yet  he  haih  not  hesitated  to  assert,  British,  and  no  freedom  in  the  n^x>b*s  govern* 

that  he  had  '^  provided  for  the  complete  dis-  ment ;  for  he  did  confirm  the  sole,  unpartici- 

charge  in  one  year  of  a  debt  contracted  by  pated,  and  entire  administration,  wifh  all  the 

the  accumulatum  of  manyf  and  from  a  coun-  powers  annexed  to  the  government,  on   the 

try,  whose  resources  have  been  wasted  and  minister  Hyder  Beg  Khftn,  to  whom  he  pro' 

dissipated  by  three  successive  years  of  drought  vailed  on  the  nabob  vizier  to  commit  the  entire 

and  one  of  anarchy.*'    But  the  said  Hastings  charge  of  his  revenues,  although  he  knew  that 

Dever  did  even  realize  the  payments  to  be  his  master  was  a  cypher  in  his  hands  ,*  that  be 

made  in  the  first  year  (as  he  confesses  in  the  "  bad  af&ied  his  seal  to  letters  written  without 

said  letter)  except  by  an  anticipation  of  the  his  knowledge,  and  such  as  evidently  tended 

second ;    and  though  he  states  in  his  letter  to  promote  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n*s  influence  and 

afbresaid    the    following    facts  and  engage-  interest  ;**  that  his  said  master  did  not  consi- 

ments,  that  is  to  say,  **  that  a  recovery  of  so  der  him  as  a  minister  of  his  cMbice,  but  as  an 

large  a  part  of  your  property  [the  compa-  instrument  of  his  degradation ;  that  "  he  exists 

n/s]  will  afford  a  seasonable  and  substantial  as  a  minister  by  his  dependence  on  the  Cal- 

relief  to  the  necessities  of  your  government,  cutta  government,  and  that  the  nabob  himself 

and  enable  it  (for  such  is  my  confident  hope)  had  no  other  opinion  of  him ;  that  it  is  by  its 

to  begin  on  the  reduction  of  your  debt  at  inte^  declared  and  most  o6vum«  support  alone  that 

rcK  before  the  conclusion  this  year  (I  mean  he  could  maintain  his  authority  and  influence." 

the  year  of  this  computation.)"     Whereas  And  in  his  instructions  to  bis  secret  agent, 

the  said   Warren    Hastings  did  apply   the  Major  Palmer,  dated  6th  of  May,  1782,  to 

whole  produce  of  the  revenue  to  the  mere  pay  ease  his  mind,  and  remove  his  jeialoosy  with 

of  some  part  of  the  British  army  in  Oud^;  regard  to  British  interference,  be  did  instruct 

and  did  not  mention  in  his  correspondence  him  "  that  much  delicacy  and  caution  will  be 

that  he  had  remitted  any  money  whatsoever  required  in  your  declarations  on  this  subjea, 

to  Calcutta,  nor  to  any  other  place  (except  lest  they  should  be  construed  to  extend  to  an 

the  fifly  thousand  pounds  taken  from  Almas  immediate  change  in  the  administration  c^bis 

Ali  Khdn,  and  said  to  be  remitted  to  Surat)  affairs  or  the  instruments  of  it.    Their  per* 

for  the  said  **  substantial  relief"  in  conse-  sons  must  be  considered  as  oaered^  while  they 

quence  of  the  said  pretended  "  recovery  of  act  with  the  pariie^tation  of  our  ir^fluence.^ 

property,"  admitting,  that  it  had  been  sug-  This  distinction  the  nabob  underetemda;  nor 

geated  tb  him  and  not  by  him  denied,  that  he  will  it  be  either  neceesary  ot  proper  to  allude 

had  "disappointed  the  popular  expectation  to  it,  unless  be  himself shouM  first  introduce 

by  not  adopting  the  policy,  which  he  had  on  the  subject.*    And  the  said  Hastings  did  as- 

the  conception  of  better  ground*^  rejected  ;  sume,  as  to  a  dependant  of  the  lowest  order, 

nor  did  he  begin  the  reduction  of  the  interest  to  prescribe  to  him  the  conditions  on  which  h« 

debt "  at  the  time  stated,  nor  at  any  time ;  is  to  hold  his  place,  to  threaten  him  with  scru« 

but  the  whole  (he  well  knowing  the  state  of  tinies  into  his  conduct,  with  dismission,  with 

the  country  from  whence  the  resources  afore-  punishment ;  that  he  was  guilty  of  fals^ood 

said  were  by  him  promised)  was  a  premeditat-'  and  duplicity  ;  and  that  he  had  made  his  n»s- 

ed  deceit  and  imposition  on  the  board  of  coun-  ter  assert  what  was  true  to  be  false  ,*  that  he 

oil,  his  colleagues,  and  on  the  court  of  direct-  suspected  he  had  withheld  from  his  master  what 

ors,  his  masters.  he  ought  to  have  paid  to  him — that  the  event  of 

his  having  prevailed  on  the  nabob  to  entrust  him 
LXIX.—That  no  traces  of  regulation  ap-  as  aforesaid  was,  according  to  his,  the  said 
pear  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings*s  own  letter ,  written  to  the  said  Hyder 
Hastings  during  his  residence  at,  Lucknow  in  Beg  Khftn  himself,  "  an  accumulation  of  dis- 
conformity  to  the  spirit  and  intentions  of  the  tress,  debasement,  and  dissatisfaction  to  the 
treaty  of  Chunar,  or  of  his  instructions  to  nabob,  and  of  disappointment  and  disgrace  to 
Middleton  and  Bristow,  or  of  the  proposed  ob-  me.  Every  measure,  which  he  had  himself 
jects  of  his  own  commission.  But  he  did,  in  proposed,  and  to  which  he  had  solicited  my 
lieu  thereof,  pretend  to  free  the  nabob's  go-  assistance,  has  been  so  conducted  as  to  give 
vemment  from  the  interference  of  the  com-  him  cause  of  displeasure ;  there  are  no  officers 
panyS  servants,  and  the  usurpation  (as  he  established  by  which  his  affairs  could  be  re- 
calls it)  of  a  resident,  and  thereby  to  restore  it  gularly  conducted ;  mean,  incapable,  and  ii>* 
to  its  proper  tone  sjid  energy;  whereaa  the  digent  men  have  been  appointed  aumils  of 
measures  iie  took  were  such  u  to  leave  no  the  diatrict,  witliou  authority,  and  withofattlto 
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leeuu  of  penonal  proteetion ;  tone  of  tbem  Hyder  Beg  Khdn,  ts  the  nid  Hastings  baa 
hare  been  murdered  by  the  zeniiiKlar>|  and  admiued,  *'  had  entrusted  the  greatest  part  of 
those  zemindars,  instead  of  punishment,  have  his  revenues,  without  any  pledge  or  security 
been  permitted  to  retain  their  zemindaries  for  his  fidelity."  i  And  afterwards  the  said 
w:th  independent  authority ;  all  the  other  Hastings  charges  the  said  Almas  Ali  with  an 
zemindars  suffered  to  rise  up  in  rebellion,  and  intention  of  removing  from  the  nabob's  do- 
to  insult  the  authority  of  tlie  sircar,  without  minions ;  he  states,  "  as  taking  with  him,'* 
any  attempt  made  to  suppress  thein ;  and  the  and  therefore  being  possessed  of*'  an  immense 
company's  debt,  instead  of  being  discharged  treasure,  the  fruits  of  his  embezzlements  and 
by  the  assignments,  and  extraordinary  sources  oppressions,  and  an  army  raised  for  its  pro- 
of money  provided  for  that  purpose,  is  likely  tection." 
to  exceed  even  the  amount  at  which  it  stood 

at  the  time  in  which  the  arrangement  with  his  LXXTI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

excellency  was  concluded.     The  growth  of  was,  or  pretended  to  be,  impressed  with  the 

cAese  eviU  teas  earfy  made  known  to  m«,  and  evil  character,  dangerous  designs,  and  immo- 

their  ^eete  foreboded  m  the  eame  order  and  derate  power  of  the  said  Almas  Ali ;  that  ha 

suHifier  ae  they  hone  einee  come  to  pass.    In  did  insert,  among  his  instructions  to  the  resi- 

such  a  state  of  calamity  and  disgrace,  I  can  dent  Bristow,  an  order  of  a  dangerous  and 

no  longer  remain  a  passive  spectator ;  nor  unwarrantable  nature,  in  which  upon  his,  the 

would  it  be  becoming  to  conceal  my  senti-  said  Hastings's,  simple  allegation  of  offences 

ments,  or  qualify  the  expression  of  them.    I  *not  accurately  described  or  specified    with 

now  plainly  tell  yoo,  that  yon  are  answerable  regard  either  to  the  fact,  the  nature  of  the 

for  every  misfortune  and  defect  of  the  nabob  offmce,  or  the  proof,  he  was  required  to  urge 

vizier's  government.**    And  after  giving  or-  the  nabob  to  put  him  to  death,  with  many 

den,  and  expressing  some  hopes  of  better  be-  qualifications  inlhe  said  instructions,"  ftill  ci 

haviour,  he  adds,  "  If  1  am  disappoint^l,  yoti  fraud  and  duplicity,  calculated  to  ensnare  the 

will  impose  oH  me  the  painful  and  humiliating  said  resident  Bristow,  and  to  throw  upon  him 

neoeesity  of  acknowledging  to  him  that  I  have  the  responsibility  of  the  conduct  of  the  said 

been  deceived,  and  of  recommending  the  ex-  Almas  Ali  KhAn,  if  he  shouki  continue  at 

amination  of  your  conduct  to  his  justice,  both  large  contrary  to  his  orders,  or  to  reject  him, 

for  Hut  redress  of  his  own  and  the  company*s  tho  said  resident,  to  the  shame  and  scandal  of 

grievances,  and  for  the  injury  sustained  by  apprehending  and  putting  to  death  by  means, 

both  in  their  mutual  connexion.    Do  nel  re^  which,  in  the  circumstances,  must  necessarily 

pfy  to  met  that  wh^  I  have  written  is  from  be  sudi  as  would  be  construed  into  treachery ; 

the  suggestion  of  your  enemies ;  nor  imagine  he,  the  said  Almas  Ali  KhAn,  being  from  na- 

that  I  have  induced  myself  to  write  in  such  ture  and  situation  suspicious  and  watchful, 

plain  and  declaratory  terms,  without  a  clear  and  being  at  that  very  time  in  the  collection, 

iiwight  into  all  the  consequences  of  it,  and  a  or  former  of  the  most  important  part  of  the 

fixed  determination  upon  them."  revenues,  with  an  extensive  jurisdiction  an- 
nexed, and  at  the  head  of  fourteen  thousand  of 

LXX.— That  the  aforesaid  being  the  tenour  his  own  troops;  and  having  been  recently 

of  the  power  of  the  said  minister,  and  such  accepted  by  theresidentMiddleton  as  security 

his  diaracter,  as  given  by  Ihe  said  Warren  for  large  sums  of  money  advanced  by  the 

Hastings  himself,  who  did  originally  compel  bankers  of  Benares  to  the  use  of  the  East- 

the  nabob  to  receive  him,  who  did  constantly  India  company ;  which  orders  ( if  the  said 

support  him  against  the  nabob  his  master,  as  resident  wouki  or  could  have  executed  them  ) 

well  as  against  the  company's  resident ;— the  must  have  raised  a  universal  alarm  among  all 

delivering  over  to  such  person  his  master,  his  the  considerable  men  of  the  country  concerned 

fiunily,  his  country,  and  the  care  of  the  Britbb  in  the  government,  and  would  have  been  a 

interests  therein,  without  control  or  public  in-  means  of  subverting  the  public  credit  of  tho 

spection,  was  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanour,  company  by  the  murder  of  a  person  engaged 

for  very  great  sums  of  money,  that  had  been 

LXXI. — That  the  next  person,  whom  the  advanced  for  their  use.— >And  the  said  instruo 

said  Hastings  did  invest  with  power  in  the  tions  are  as  followeth : 

said  country,  was  a  certain  opulent  and  pow-  ^*  If  any  engagement  shall  actually  subeiet 

erfiil  native  manag^  of  revenue,  called  Almas  between  them  at  the  time  you  have  charge  of 

AK  KhAn,  closely  connected  with  the  said  the  residency,  it  mu^t,  however  exceptionable, 

Hyte  Beg  Khftn;  aad  to  whom  the  said  ba  fiuthfully  observed;  but  if  he  has  beoi 
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giifhy  of  any  criminal  oflTaioe  to  the  nabob,  aaid  Almaa  AU  KH&n^c,  fimm  ofre^omM,  ot 
his  master,  for  which  no  imnianity  is  provided  a  groal  part  of  themi  shoulii  be,  on  the  Azpi« 
in  the  engagement,  or  he  shali  break  any  one  ration  of  bin  lease,  taken  oui  of  hit  hands,  aa 
of  the  conditions  of  it,  I  do  most  strictly  en<*  being  too  extensive,  and  supplying  the  meana 
join  you,  and  it  must  be  your  special  dare  to  of «  dangerous  power  in  the  country ;  but  yet 
endeavour,  ei<Acr6y/oroe  or  fvrprise,  to  securo  he  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  not  only 
hia  person  and  bring  him  to  justice^  By  continoe  him  in  the  possession  of  the  said 
bringing  him  to  justice  I  mean,  that  yon  urge  '  revenues,  but  did  give  him  a  new  lease  there- 
the  nabob,  on  due  conviction,  to  punitk  him  of  for  the  term  of  five  years.  And  on  this 
wiih  deeUkj  asanecesaary  example  to  deter  renovation  and  increase  of  trust  the  said  War- 
others  from  the  commission  ofthe  like  crimes;  ren  Hastings  did  not  consent  to  produce  tho 
nor  must  you  desist  until  this  is  effected.— >I  informer,  upon  «4io«e  credit  he  had  made  his 
cannot  prescribe  the  means;  but  to  guard  chargeofcapitalcrtmesonibesaid AlroasAIi, 
myself  against  the  obloquy,  to  which  I  may  and  be  directed  htm  to  be  put  to  death,  or  call 
be  exposed  by  a  forced  misconstruction  of  this  upon  him  to  make  good  his  charges ;  but  in- 
order  by  those  which  may  hereafler  be  «m-  stead  of  this,  totally  changing  his  relati<m  to 
ployed  in  searching  our  records  for  cavils  and  (he  said  Almas  AU,  did  himself  labour  to 
informations  against  me,  I  think  it  proper  to  procure  from  *11  part  attestations  to  prove  him 
forbid,  and  protect  against  tho  use  of  aay/rm-  not  guilty  of  the  perfidy  and,  disloyalty,  of 
dtUent  art\/iee  or  trtaehtry  to  oeoom/rfiiA  tho  vrhkh  the  said  Hastings  himself  appears  to 
end  lokieh  I  have  prt$erU>ed;  and  as  you  tAono  haMre  been  ta  thai  time  his  sole  accuser,  as  he 
are  privy  to  the  order,  you  will  of  course  ob»  hath  since  been  his  most  anxious  advocate ; 
serve  the  greatest  secrecy,  that  it  may  not  but  tJiough  he  did  use  many  endeavours  to 
transpire ;  but  I  repeat  my  reoommendation  of  aoquit  Almas  Ali  of  his  intended  flight,  yet 
it,  as  one  of  the  first  and  most  essential  duties  coneeming.his  embMzlements  and  oppressions, 
of  your  office."  the  most  important  of  ail  diarges  relative  to 

thiU  ofthe  revenue  and  colleotionf  he  the  said 

LXXIII.— That  among  the  reasons  as-  Hastings  hath  made  no  inquiry  whatever,  by 
signed  for  putting  to  death  the  said  Almas  wUoh  it  might  appear  that  he  was  not  as  fully 
AH,  which  the  said  Hastings  did  recommend  guilty  thereof  as  he  had  always  represented 
directly  and  repeatedly  to  the  resident,  **  as  him  to  bo^  But  some  time  after  he  the  said 
one  of  the  first  and  most  essential  duties  of  Warren  Hastings  liad  arrived  at  Lucknow,  ia 
his  office,"  was  in  substance,  **  that  by  hia  the  year  1784,  Ue  suggested  to  the  said  Ahnas 
extensive  trust  with  regard  to  the  revenues  he  Ali  Kh&n  the  odvones  to  the  company^s  use 
had  been  permitted  to  require  independency ;  a  swn  of  money,  asaouniiag  to  fitly  thousand 
that  the  means  thereof  had  been  long  seen,  and  pounds^  or  thereabouts ;  and  tlie  said  suggest- 
the  effects  thereof  foretold  by  every  person  ed  advance  was  (as  the  said  Warren  Hastings 
acquainted  with  tlie  state  of  government,  ex-  asserts,  no  witness  or  document  of  the  traas- 
cept  those  immediately  interested  in  it  :'*  and  action  appearing)  "  cheerfully,  and  without 
he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  did  also  charge  hesitation,  complied  with,  considering  it  as  an 
the  said  Almas  AU  with  embcz2lement  of  the  emdenee  seosonoUy  offered  for  the  general  re^ 
revenues,  and  oppression  of  the  people ;  and  futation  of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and  disloy- 
notbing  appears  to  disprove  th^  same,  but  alty;"— which  practice  of  charging  wealthy 
much  to  give  ground  to  a  presumption,  that  persons  with  treason  and  disloyalty,  and  af- 
tfae  said  Almas  Ali  did  grievously  abuse  the  terwacds  acquitting  them  on  die  payment  of  a. 
power  committed  to  him,  as  farmer  and  col-  sum  of  money,  is  highly  scandalous  to  the 
lector  of  the  revenue,  to  the  great  oppression  honour,  justice,  and  government  of  Great 
ofthe  inhabitants  of  the  countries,  which  had  Britain;  and  the  offence  is  highly  aggravated 
been  rented  to  htm  by  Hyder  Beg  KhAn,  with  by  tho  said  Hastings's  dechmkUon  to  the  court 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  said  Warren  of  dire^ors,  that  the  charges  against  Almas 
Hastings.  AH  Kh&n  liave  been  too  laboriously  urged 

against  him ;  and  carried  at  one  time  to  such 

t^XXIV. — ^That  the  resident  Bristow,  an  excess  as  had  nearly  driven  him  to  aban- 
declining  the  violent  attempt  on  the  life  of  don  his  country  "far  tho  preoervation  of  hi* 
Almas  Ali,  deceitfully^  ordered  l^  the  said  lifo  and  honour  ;^  and  thus  to  give  "  a  colour 
Warren  Hastings,  did,  on  weighty  reasons,  to  tbe  charges  tbesBselves,"  when  ho  the  said 
drawn  from  the  spirit  of  the  said  Hastings's  Warren  Hastings  did  well  know,  thaihehiai- 
swn  instructions,  recommend,  that  his  thn    selfdidconaidsr  aaaorime,  anddid  make,  it 


AQAUitFt  TrARREM  HASTINGS.  221 

ifl  irliele  ia  n.  IoMmI  «A»»atioa  against  the  L^CXYII.— That  it  appeart,  by  the  extras 
randent  Mkklletbo,  that  be  did  not  inform  him  ordinary  recommendation  aTurruid,  asserted 
the  said  Hastings  of  the  soppoeed  treasons  of  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  to  be  enforced  by 
Almas  All  Khiin,  and  of  his  design  to  aban*  the"  ohtigaiionM  ofjuttice  and  goodjaithj* 
don  the  country,  when  he  himself  did  most '  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  ni  the  time  of 
laboriously  urge  the  charges  against  him ;  and  writing  the  said  letter,  had  made  an  agree- 
when  no  attempt  appears  to  have  been  made  ment  to  withdraw  the  British  interference, 
against  the  life  of  the  said  Almas  Ali  Khftn,  represented  by  him  *<  w  a  ruinous  and  disre- 
except  by  tbe  said  Warreo  Hastuigs  himself,     putable  system,"  out  of  the  dominions  of  the 

nabob  of  Oude.     But  the  instrument  itself  in 

LXXV.— That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand    which  the  said  agreement  is  made,  (if  at  all 

pounde  sterling,  or  thereabouts,  publically  tak-    existing)  does  not  appear ;  nor  hath  the  said 

ea  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  an  ad-     Hastings  transmitted  any  documents  relative 

vanec  for  the  use  of  the  company,  if  given  at     to  the  said  treaty,  whi^  is  a  neglect  highly 

a  consideration,  or  fine,  on  account  of  the     criminal;  especially  as  be  has  informed  the 

renewal  for  a  long  term  of  cWil  authority  and     company,  in  his  letter  from  Benares,  "  that 

BUlitarf  command,  and  the  colleetion  of  the  re-    be  has  promised  the  nabob  that  he  will  not 

venues  to  an  immense  amount,  the  same  being     abandon  him  to  the  ehanee  of  any  other  mode 

at  least  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling    of  relation;  and  most  confidently  given  him 

yearly,  was  so  totally  inadequate  to  the  into*    assurance  of  the  rat\fieatioH  and  c(n\finnation 

rest  granted,  that  it  may  justly  be  presumed     of  that,  which  he,  the  said  Hastings,  had  es- 

it  was  not  on  that,  or  on  any  public  ground  or     tabiished  between  his  government  and  the 

condition,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  del»-     company;"  the  said  confident  oMturanee  be- 

gtte,  out  of  all  reach  of  resumptimi  or  cor-    ing  given  to  an  agreement  never  produced, 

rsction,  a  lease  of  boundless  power  and  enor-    and  made  without  uy  sort  c^  authority  from 

BOut  profit,  for  80  long  a  term  to  a  known  op-    tbe  court  of  directors ;  an  agreement,  preclud- 

praaaoor  of  the  country.  ing  on  the  one  hand,  the  operation  of  the 

discretion  of  his  masters  in  the  conduct  of 
LXXVI.— That  Warren  Hastings  being  their  affairs,  or,  on  the  other,  subjecting  them 
at  Lucknow  in  consequence  of  his  depota-  to  the  hazard  of  an  imputation  on  their  faith, 
tion  aforesaid,  did,  in  his  letter  from  that  city,  by  breaking  an  engagement  confidently  made 
dated  80th  of  April,  1784,  recommend  to  the  in  their  name,  though  without  their  consent, 
court  of  directors,  '*  as  his  laat  and  ultimait  by  the  first  oflicer  of  their  government, 
fope,  that  their  wisdom  would  put  a  Jinal  pe-  That  the  said  Hastings,  further  to  preclude 
riod  to  the  noaoMS  and  disnputabU  tjftlem  tbe  operation  of  such  discretionary  conduct 
of  interference,  whethw  avowed  or  eeeret^  in  in  the  administration  of  this  kingdom,  as  cir- 
ihe  afibira  of  the  nabob  of  Oude ;  and  with-  cumstances  might  call  for,  has  informed  the 
<lraw/oreiMr<Aetii/fa<iM«by  whichit  is  main-  directors,  that  he  has  gone  so  far  as  even  to 
tallied ;"  and  that  they  ought  to  confine  their  condition  the  existence  of  the  revenue  itself 
views  to  the  sole  maintenance  of  the  old  bri-  with  the  exclusion  of  the  company,  his  mas- 
\  gade  stationed  in  Oude  by  virtue  of  the  first     ters,  from  all  interference  whatsoever ;  for  in 

I  treaty  with  the  reigning  nabob;  expressing    his  letter  to   Mr.  Wheler,  dated   Benares, 

himself  in  tho  following  words  to  the  court  <^    fOth   September,    1784,  are   the    following 
directors :  "  If  you  transgress  that  line,  you     words :  "  the  aumtls  [collectors]  demanded 

inay  extend  the  dutribuAon  of  patronage,  and    that  a  clause  should  be  inserted  in  their  en- 
odd  to  the  fortunee  of  individuale,  and  to  the     gagements,  tliat  they  were  to  be  in  full  force 
■  oomtfiat  riches  of  Great  Britain ;  but  your    for  the  complete  term  of  their  leases,  frovided 

I  own  interests  vrill  suffer  by  it ;  and  the  ruin    that  no  fortign  authority  was  exercised  over 

I  of  a  great  and  onee  Jhuriihing  nation  wiU    them ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  their  engage^ 

te  recorded  as  the  work  of  your  admimatra'  mente  were  to  ceau  whenever  they  ehould  he 
ften,  vnth  an  everlaeting  reproach  to  the  Bri"  interrttpted  in  their  funetiona  by  the  interfo* 
tuk  name.  To  this  reasoning  I  shall  join  renoe  of  an  £nglieh  agent.  This  requisition 
HnBobUgationMof/ueiiee and  good  faitk,\iMeh  was  officially  notified  to  me  by  the  acting 
etf  ^  every  pf^texl  for  your  exercmng  any  minister,  and  referred  to  me  in  form  b/  the 
peipcr  or  aMthoriiy  in  t/ne  country j  ae  long  a$  nabob  vizier,  for  my  prtviout  consent  to  it :  ^ 
tke  eevereign  of  it  /u^/Ua  f/is  engagement*  ho'  encouraged  it,  and  I  gave  my  consent  to  it.'' 
hmarttdodwitkyon,**  And  the  saki  Hastings  has  been  guilty  of 


29:2  ABTICLES  OF  CH4R0S 


tbe  high  profamption  to  inform  his  nid  mas-  suae  ara  intoUigibSa)  six  in  number,  hvn 

t«ri,  that  he  has  laken  that  course  to  compel  been  all  of  them  the  proper  acts  and  measorea 

them  not  to  violate  the  assurances  given  by  <^  tbe  said  Warron  Hastings  himself;  for  be 

him  in  their  name :— "  there  is  one  condi-  did  himself  first  of  all  introduce,  and  did  a^ 

tion,  [ntmely,  the  above  condition,]  which  tenvards  continue  and  support  that  inter(»- 

eitentiaily  eonneett  the  otn^rmation  of  the  rence  (which  be  now  informs  tl^  court  of  di- 

attiUment  it»4f  with  the  interestt  qf  the  com-  rectors  "  is  ruinous  and  disreputable,"  and 

jMiny."  which  the  very  sytnpfoms  of  an  intentUm  to 

renew  he  considers  in  the  highest  degree  dan- 

LXXVIII. — That  thesaid  Warren  Hast-  gerous ;)  he  did  direct,  with  a  controlling  and 
ings,  who  did  show  an  indecent  distrust  of  a^olute  authority  in  every  department  gov- 
the  company's  fiiith,  did  endeavour,  before  ernment,  and  in  every  district  in  the  domin- 
that  time,  at  other  times,  namely,  in  his  in-  ions  of  the  nabob  of  Oude.^Secondly,  the 
structions  to  his  secret  agent,  Major  Palmer,  appointment  of  agents,  which  was  eminently 
dated  the  6th  of  May,  of  1782,  to  limit  the  the  act  of  his  own  administratiom ;  he  not 
confidence  to  be  reposed  in  the  British  gov-  only  retaining  many  agents  in  the  country  of 
emmcnt  to  the  duration  of  his  own  power,  in  Oude,  both  "  teeret  and  avowed"  but  also 
the  following  words  in  the  6th  article :  "  It  is  sending  some  of  them,  in  defiance  to  tbe  or- 
very  much  my  desire  to  impress  the  nabob  ders  of  that  very  court  of  directors,  to  whom, 
witJi  a  thorough  confidence  in  the  fidth  and  in  his  said  letter  of  the  Ist  of  October,  1784t 
justice  of  our  government ;  that  is  to  say,  m  he  assigns  "  vengeance  and  corruption*  as 
9^  owfif  while  I  am  at  the  head  of  it :  I  can-  the  only  motives,  that  can  produce  such  ap- 
Bot  be  answerable  for  tbe  acts  of  others  inde^  pointmeots.— Thirdly,  that  he  the  said  War- 
pendent  of  me."  ren  Hastings  did  instruct  one  of  the  said  agents 

and  did  charge  him  upon  pain  of  "  a  dreotykU 

LXXIX.— That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  re»ponaU)ility"  to  perform  sundry  acts  of 
ings  did,  in  his  letter,  dated  Benares,  the  1st  violence  against  persons  of  the  highest  dis- 
of  October,  1784,  to  the  court  of  directors,  tinction,  and  nearest  relation  to  the  prince; 
write,  "  that  if  they  [the  directors]  manifested  which  acts  were  justly  liable  to  the  imputSf- 
no  eymptom*  oi Bn  ^intended  interference,  the  tion  of  ^*  vepgeance**  in  the  execution,  and 
objects  of  his  engagements  will  be  obtained ;  which  he,  in  his  reply  to  the  defence  of  Mid- 
gut if  a  different  policy  shall  be  adopted ;  if  dleton  to  one  of  his  charges,  did  declare  to 
new  agents  are  sent  into  the  country,  and  be  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  "  corruption  in 
armed  with  authority  for  the  purposes  of  veo-  the  relazaiion."— -Fourthly,  that  he  did 
geance  or  corruption  {for  to  no  other  loiU  raise  new  demands  on  the  vizier,  "  and  over- 
thejf  be  opp/ied;)  *if  new  demands  are  made  charge  accounts  on  one  side,  and  take  a  wida 
on  the  nabob  vizier,  ^and  accounts  over-  latitude  on  the  other,^  by  sending  up  a  new 
charged  on  one  side,  with  a  wide  latitude  and  before  unheard-of  overcharge  of  four 
taken  on  tbe  other,  to  swell  his  debt  beyond  hundred  thousand  pounds  and  upwards,  not 
the  means  of  payment ;  ^if  political  dangers  made  by  the  resident,  or  admitted  by  the 
are  portended,  to  ground  on  them  the  plea  of  vizier ;  and  by  adding  tbe  same,  did  swell 
burthening  his  country  with  unnecessary  de-  his  debt  "  beyond  the  means  of  payment ;" 
fences  and  enormous  subsidies ;  ^or  if  even  and  did  even  insert,  as  the  ninth  article 
abstaining  from  direct  encroachment  on  the  of  his  charge  against  Middleton,  *'  his  omit- 
nabofa  rightej  your  government  shalj  show  but  ting  to  take  any  notice  of  tbe  additional 
a  degree  of  pereonal  kindneee  to  thepartieane  balance  of  rupees  £6,48^71,  stated  by  tbe 
of  the  late  usurpation,  or  by  any  construe-  accountant-general  to  be  due  from  the  vizier 
tive  indication  of  partiality  and  dissatifac-  on  the  dOth  of  April,  1780,'*  to  which  he  did 
tion  fumieh  grounds  for  the  expectation  of  add  fourteen  lacks  more,  making  together  tbe 
an  approaching  change  of  system; — I  am  above  sum. — Fifthly,  that  he,  the  said  Warren 
sorry  to  say  that  all  my  labours  will  prove  Hastings  did  assign  "  political  danger  "  in 
abortive."  his  minute  of  the  13th  of  December,  1779, 

for  burthening  the  said  nabob  of  Oude  "  with 

LXXX.— That  all  the  measures  depre-  unnecessary  defences  and  enormous  suba»> 

eated  in  future  by  the  said  Warren  Hasting^,'  dies,"  with  regard  to  which  he  then  declared, 

with  a  reference  to  former  conduct,  in  his  seve-  that  "  it  was  otcr  part,  not  hi*  (the  nabob's) 

nX  letters  aforesaid,  being   (so  far  as  the  to  judge  and  to  determine."— And  sixthly,  tbn. 
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Be  did  Dot  only  show  the  desi^  bat  the  f»et  of  Hastings's]  histnietioBs,  the  iMbob^s  part  of 

personal  kindness  to  the  partisans  of  what  he  the  engagement  will   prove  of  still  greater 

her?  calls,  as  well  as  in  another  letter,  and  in  benefit   to  him  than  to  our  government,  ia 

one  minute  of  consultation,  a  ^*  late  usurpa-  whose  behalf  it  was  exacted ;  and  that  the 

tioD,**  he  having  rewarded  the  principal  and  paitieipation,  which  is  allowed  our  Resident 

most  olMioxious  of   the  instruments  of  the  in   the    intpeetion  of  the   public    treasore, 

said  late  usurpation  (if  such  it  was)  Rich-  will  secure  the  receipt  of  the  company's  d^ 

ard   Johnson,  Esquire,  with  an  honourable  mands,  whilst  the  if\/lvciiee  u^ueh  out  goww' 

ind  pro6tabIe  embassy  to  the  court  of  tho  metU  wiU  ALWAYS  poi$en  <mer  the ptAUe 

mini$ter  of  Ae  im6o6,  and  autkarity  of  mtr 


oiDM,  will  be  an  effectual  means  of  securing 

LXXXI. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  an  attentive  and  faithful  diicharge  of  their  a^ 

ingSy  therefore,  by  assuming  an  authority,  reral  trusts,  both  towards  the  company  and 

which  he  himself  did  consider  as  an  ftsKrpo-  tho  vizier/' 
Uofif  and  by  acts,  in  virtue  of  that  usurped 

authority,  done  in  his  own  proper  person,  LXXXIII. — ^And  the  said  Warren  Haal- 

and  by  agents  appointed  by  himself,  and  pro-  ings  did  not  cmly  settle  a  plan,  of  which  tho 

ceeding  (though  with  some  mitigation,  for  agency  and  interference  aforesaid  vras  a  part, 

which  one  of  them  vras  by  him  censured  and  and  assert  the  beneficial  consequences  thereof, 

accused)  under  his  own  express  and  positive  bat  did  also  record,  that  the  same  **  was  a 

orders  and  instructions,  and  thereby  establish-  great  public  measure,  constituted  on  a  largo 

bg,  as  he  himself  obsenred,  **  a  system  of  and  established  system,  and  deotractive,   in 

interference,  disreputable  and  ruinous,  which  its  instant  effects,  of  the  interest  and  fbrtuno 

eould  only  be  subservient  to  promote  patron-  of  many  patronized  individuals  f  and  in  oon- 

age,  private  interest,  private  embezzlement,  sequence  (jf  the  said  treaty,  he,  the  said  Waiw 

corruption,  and  vengeance,"  to  the  public  d»-  ren  Hastings,  did  authorize,  and  positively 

triment  cf  the  company,  "  and  to  the  ruin  of  require,  his  agent  aforesaid  to  interfere  in,  and 

a  once  flourishing  nation,  and  eternally  re-  control  and  regulate,  all  th$  noM^a  t^kin 

proachful  to  the  British  name ;"  and  ibr  the  ukiUaotver ;  and  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

evil  effects  of  which  system, "  as  his  sole  and  having  made  for  the  company,  and  in  its 

ultimate  hope  "  and  remedy,  he  recommends  name,  an  acquisition  of  power  and  authority, 

an  entire  abdication  for  ever,  not  only  of  even  if  it  had  been  abused  by  others,  he  ought 

all  power  and  authority,  but  even  of  the  in-  to  have  remedied  the  abuse,  and  brought  tho 

terference  and  influence  of  Great  Britain ;—  guilty  to  condign  punishment,  instead  of  mak* 

is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  misdemeanour,  ing  another  treaty  without  their  approbatimn, 

consent,  or  knowledge,  and  to  this  time  not 

LXXXn. — That  the  said  Warren  Hast-  communicated  to  them ;  by  which  it  appears 

ings,  in  his  letter  fl'om  Chunar  of  the  S9th  of  he  bos  annulled  the  fbrmer  treaty,  aiid  tho 

November,  1781,  has  represented  that  very  authority  thereby  acquired  to  the  company,  as 

influence  and    interference  (which  in  three  a  grievance  and  usurpation,  to  which,  from 

public  papen  he  denominates  "  a  late  uturpo'  the  general   corruption  of  their  service,  no 

tion  ")  as  being  authorized  by  a  regular  treaty  other  remedy  could  be  applied  than  a  formal 

and  agreement,  voluntarily  made  with  the  renunciation  of  their  power  and  influence ;  for 

nabob  himself  at  a  place  called  Ghimar,  on  tho  which  said  actings  and  doings  the  said  Warreii 

19th  of  September,  1781,  a  copy  of  which  Hastings  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  mia- 

hath  been  transmitted  to  the  court  of  direct-  demeanour. 
ors ,  and  that  three  persons  were  present  at 

the  ezecuti9n  of  the  same,  two  whereof  were  LXXXIY. — That  tho  companjr's  army 

Middleton  and  Johnson,  his  agents,  and  resi-  in  India  is  an  object  requiring  the  most  vigi* 

dents  at  Oude,  tho  thiiil,  the  minister  of  tho  lant  and  constant  inspection,  both  to  tho  hap- 

nabob.     And  he  did    in  his  paper  written  pinossofthe  natives,  thesecurity  of  the  British 

to  the  council-general  and    transmitted   to  power,  and  to  its  own  obedience  and  disd- 

tho  court  of  directors,  not  only  declare,  that  pline ;  and  does  require  that  inspection  in  pro- 

the  said  interference  vras  agreed  to  by  the  portion  as  it  is  removed  fl'om  the  principal 

said  nabob,  and  sealed  wi^   his  seal,  but  seatof  government;  and  the  number  and  disci* 

would  be  highly  beneficial  to  him ;  assuring  pline  of  the  troops  kept  up  by  the  native  prii^ 

the  said  council,  "  that  if  the  resident  peifbim-  ces,  along  with  British  troops,  is  also  of  great 

ed  his  duty  in  the  execution  of  his  [the  said  momeiM  and  importance  to  the  same  mds  : 
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thtt  Warren  HMtingi,  Eaquire,  pretaBdiag  dsh  troope,  which  by  treiL.y  wm  to  remain, 
to  pursue  the   eainef  did,   in  rirtue  of  an  had  been  directed,  by  the  instructions  of  the 
autlK>rity  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  Chunar  said  Hastings  to  the  resident  Middleton,  and 
aforesaid,  give  strict  orders,  and  to  which  he  to  the  resident  Bristow,  "  not  to  be  employed 
did  deoiand  a  most  implicit  obedience,  that  ail  at  the  requisition  of  the  vizier  otherwise  than 
officers  of  the  nabob's  army  should  be  ap*  through  the  resident ;"  and  the  said  direction 
potnled  with  the  concurrence  of  the  reaident ;"  was  properly  given,  it  not  being  6t  tl«at  Bri- 
nnd  supposing  tiie  case,  that  persons  of  obnoz-  tish  troops  should  bo  under  the  sole  direction 
ioos  description,  or  of  known  disaffection  to  of  foreign  independent  princes  or  of  any  other 
the  British  government  should  be  appointed  than  the  British  govemment ;  yet,  notwith- 
(of  which  he  left  the  resident  to  be  the  judge)  standing  the  proper  and  necessary  direction 
he  did  direct  in  the  following  words :  '*  you  aforesaid,  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  bath 
•re  in  such  case  to  remonstrate  against  it;  left  the  said  troops,  by  his  new  treaty,  with- 
and  if  the  vizier  should  persist  in  his  choice,  out  any  local  control,  or  even  inspection,  not- 
yon  are  peremptorily,  and  in  no/  name,  to  op-  withstanding  his  powers  under  the  treaty  of 
pose  it  as  a  breach  of  hi$  agrewwemtf*  and  he  Chunar,  andhis  own  repeated  orders,  and  noU 
did  also  direct,  that  the  "  roootiana  [or  sol*  withstanding  the  mischiefr  and  dangers  which 
diers  employed  for  the  collection  of  revenue]  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  foresee  would 
should  be  refiMcmedrand  reduced  into  one  corps  result  therefrom,  if  left  under  the  sole  direo- 
/or  the  whole  service :  and  that  no  infantry  tion  of  the  nabob,  and  their  own  discretion, 
fhould  be  left  in  the  nabob's  service  but  what  the    said    Hastings    having  stipulated  witfaT 
jnay  be  neoamary  for  his  body  guard  ;"-~and  the  said  nabob  not  to  exercise  any  authority, 
be  did  further  order  and  direct  as  follows :  or  even  influence  secret  or  avowed,  wiilun 
**  that  in  quelling  distorbances  the  commander  his  doromions. 
of  the  foroes  should  assist  you  [the  said  reai- 
dent] on  the  requbition  of  the  vider,  commu-        LXXXVI.— That  the  crime  of  the.  said 
aicaled  through  you  to  him  [the  said  com-  Warren  Hastings,  in  attempting  thus  to  aban- 
oander]  or  at  your  own  single  application.  It  don  the  British  army  to  the  sole  discretion  of 
is  directed,  that  the  regiment  ordered  for  the  the  nabob  of  Oude,  is  exceedingly  aggravated 
immediate  protection  ^  your  office  and  per-  by  the  description  given  by  him  severally  of 
•on  at  Lncknow  shall  be  relieved  every  three  the  said  nabob  of  Oude,  and  of  the  British 
months,  and  during  its  stay  there  shall  act  army  stationed  for  the  defence  ot  his  domin- 
■  solely  and  exclusively  under  your  orders."  ions ;  in  his  letters  to  the  court  of  directors, 
And  it  appearsj  in  the  course  of  the  compa-  and  in  his  minutes  of  consultation,  and  par- 
ny's  correspondence,  that  the  country  troops,  ticularly  in  his  letter  of 
under  the  nabob's  sole  direction,  would  be  ill-  immediately  on  the  accession  of  the  nabob, 
disciplined  and  unserviceable,  if  not  worse ;  be  did  inform  the  vaid  court,  "  that  the  nabob 
and  thereibre  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  had  not,  by  all  accounts,  the  qualities  of  the 
order,  that  '*  no  infantry  should  be  kept  in  head  or  heart  which  6Ued  him  for  that  office, 
:.his  service;"  yet  it  appears  that  the  said  War-  though  there  was  no  dispute  concerning  his 
ren  Hastings  did  make  an  arrangement  for  a  right  to  succeed ;"  and  some  years  aAcrvvds, 
body  of  native  troops,  wholly  out  of  the  con-  when  his  accounts  must  liave  been  reauerad 
.  trol  or  inspection  of  Uie  British  govemment,  more  certain,  be  did,  in  lus  minute  of  consul- 
.  and  left  a  written  order  in  the  hanls  of  Major  tation,  of  the  15th  of  December,  1779,  (regu- 
Palmer  (one  of  Ais  agents,  who  had  been  con-  larly  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors) 
tinned   there,  though  the  company  was  not  upon  a  discussion  ibr  withdrawing  certain 
permitted  to  employ  any)  to  be  transmitted  to  troops,  kept  up  in  the  nabob's  country  without 
Colonel  Cumming,  as  soon  as  an  adequate  his  consent,  by  him,  the  said  Warren  Hast- 
.  force  shall  be  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  ings,  strongly  urge  as  follows,  *'  the  ntcutUjf 
nabob's  frontier  by  detachments    lirom  the  of  maintaining  the  influence  and  furcc  ^vhich 
nabob's  own   battalions;   the  said  Colonel  we  possess  in  the  country;  that  tne  disor- 
Cumming's  forces,  whom  ^tho  others  were  to  ders  of  his  state  [the  nabob  of  Oude's  state] 
.supersede  and  replace,  consisting  wholly  of  and  dissipation  of   hli    roveoueb  are    the 
.  infontry,  and  which,  being  intended  for  the  effects  of  his  pwn  conduct,  which  .has  failed, 
same  se-vice,  were  probably  of  the  the  same  not  so  much  from  the  usual  effects  of  inca^ 
.  constiUKion.  padty,  as  from  the  detestable  choice  he  has 

made  of  the  ministers  of  his  power,  and  tho 

LXXXV .— That  the  oU  brigads  of  Bri-  participation  of  bis  oonfidence.    I  forbear  to 
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wyilUtft  fortber  on  his  chwactw ;  it  is  mfi-  i<e«id«Bt  a  cootrol  in  Ihe-iMmiaatioa  of  tlio 

dent,  that  I  am  understood  by  the  mombers  officers  of  his  arniy»  has  assorted,  "  that  the 

of  this  board,  who  must  know  the  truth  of  my  necessity  -of  the  reservation  arose  from  a  too 

allusions.     Mr.  Francis  [a  member  of  the  well  known  defect  in  the  Jiabob's  cliaracter ; 

boardj  surely  was  not  aware  of  the  injury  he  if  this  cAccfc  bo  withdrawn,  and  the  choice 

did  me  [Warren  Hastings]  by  attributing  to  leA  absolutely  to  ^e  nabob,  tiie  first  com* 

the  spirit  of  party  the  character  I  gave  Asuph  mands  in  his  army  will  he  filled  with  the  most 

ul  Dowla  [the  nabob  of  Oude ;]  he  himself  worthless  and  abandoned  of  his  subjects ;  his 

knows  Utobe  true ;  and  it  is  one  of  those  no^  late  commander-in-chief  is  a  signal  and  soan- 

forie<ist  which  tupereede  the  neeeasity  of  oajf  dalous  instance  of  this." 
eddenee.    I  vtatforced  to  the  aUunon  I  made 

bjf  the  imputiUion  east  on  thi*  goventmentf  aa  LXXXVIII. — ^And  (he  said  Warren 
kmnng  eaueed  the  evils  vohich  prevail  m  the  Hastings,  in  his  leUer  to  the  court  of  directors, 
government  of  the  nabob  of  Oudey  tohich  /•  dated  Benai-es  the  ]6ih  of  October,  1784, 
eould  only  anewer  by  ascribing  them  to  their  even  after  he  had  made  the  aforesaid  renun* 
true  cause,  the  character  and  conduct  of  the  ciation  of  the  company's  authority  and  influ- 
nabob  of  Oude"  And  the  resident  (appoint-  enco  to  the  nabob,  did  write,  "  that  the  na- 
ed  by  the  said  Hastings  against  the  orders  of  bob,  tliough  most  gentle  in  his  manners,  and 
the  court  of  directors)  as  his  particular  confi-  endued  with  an  understanding  much  above  the 
dential  representative,  one  whom  the  said  common  level,  has  been  ut^ortunately  Wed 
nabob  did  himself  request  might  be  continued  up  in  habits  that  draw  his  attention  too  much 
with  him,  by  an  engagement  in  writing  for  from  his  own  affairs*  and  often  subject  him 
ever,  did  some  time  before,  that  is  on  the  3d  to  the  guidance  of  insidioais  and  imworthjf 
of  January,  1779,^  assure  the  said  Hastings  eo^/Uants ;"  which,  though  more  decently 
and  the  council-general,  "that  such  is  lus  expressed  with  regard  to  the  nabob  than  in 
excellency's  [the  nabob  of  Oude's  disposi-  his  former  minutes,  substantially  agrees  with 
tion,  and  so  entirely  has  he  lost  the  confi-  them.  And  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  in- 
dence  and  affections  of  his  subjects,  that  un-  form  the  oourt  of  directors,  after  he  had 
less  some  restraint  is  imposed  on  him,  which  solemnly  covenanted  to  withdraw  all  the  corn- 
would  effectually  secure  those  who  live  under  yany's  influence  on  the  assurances  and  pro- 
the  protection  of  his  government,  from  vio-  mises  of  a  person  so  by  himself  described, 
lence  and  oppression,  I  am  but  too  well  con-  that  for  reasons  grounded  on  his  knowledge 
rinced  that  no  man  of  reputation  or  property  of  the  imbecility  of  the  character  of  the 
will  long  continue  in  these  provinces."  And  nabob,  he  waited  in  a  frontier  town,  "  that 
that  the  said  resident  proceeds  to  an  instance  he  might  be  at  hand  to  counteract  any  attempt 
of  oppresBSon  and  rapine,  *'  out  of  many  of  to  defeat  the  effect  of  his  proceedings  at 
the  nabob's,  which  has  caused  a  total  disaffec-  Lucknow ;"  and  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Wheler 
tion  and  want  of  confidence  among  his  sub-  firom  the  same  place,  he  did  write  in  the  fol- 
jects;  be  hoped  the  board  would  tako  it  into  lowing  words;  "  I  am  still  near  enough  to 
their  humane  consideration,  and  tnterpose  their  attend  to  the  first  effects  of  the  execution, 
ti{/8iMnee,  and  prevent  an  act  which  would  and  to  interfere  with  my  influence  for  the  re- 
inevitably  bring  disgrace  upon  himself  and  a  noval  of  any  obstructions  to  which  they  are 
proportionable  degree  of  discredit  on  the  na-  .  or  may  be  liable."  He  therefore  found  that 
tional  character  of  the  English  which  I  con-  there  was  none,  or  but  an  insufflcient  securi- 
aider  to  be  more  or  less  concerned  in  every  ty  to  the  effect  of  his  treaty,  but  in  his  own 
aot  of  his  administration."  direct  personal  violation  of  it.  What  other- 
wise was  wanting  in  the  security  for  tlie  na^ 
LXXXVII. — That  no  exception  was  bob's  engagements  .was  to  be  supplied  as  fol- 
ever  taken  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings  to  lows ;  "  the  most  respectable  persons  of  his 
tbe  truth  of  these  facts,  or  to  the  justness  of  family  will  be  employed  to  counteract  every 
the  observation  of  the  said  resident,  which  he  other,  which  may  tend  to  warp  him  from  it : 
did  transmit  to  the  oourt  of  directors.  And  and  I  am  sorry  to  lay,  that  fueh  astistanee 
the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  from  voas  tponlan^.*'  And  in  another  letter,  *'  that 
Cbuoar,  dated  the  29th  of  November,  1781,  he  had  equal  ground  to  expect  every  degree 
speaking  of  the  restraints  which  bad  been  put  of  support,  which  could  be  given  it  by  the 
by  him  the  said  Hastings  on  the  nabob,  rela-  Jlrst  duractera  of  his  family,  who  are  v^armly 
tive  to  his  own  mootiana,  or  forces  for  oollec-  and  zealously  intorested  in  it :"  the  prindpd 
lion  and  police,  the  necessity  of  giving  the  male  character  of  the  femily,  and  of  tbe  most 
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hiiuenee  in  that  fkmilj,  being  Solar  J*mg,  From  which  rqireaeiitatior.  {it  the  said  Wtt- 
uncle  to  the  nabob ;  and  the  firet  female  cha-  reo  Hutiags  did  not  iaiselj  and  anjustly  ae- 
racters  of  the  family  being  the  mother  and  ctroe  and  slander  <thecomp8n)r«  «er)  v«e)  it  ap- 
grandmother  of  the  reigning  sovereign,  all  of  paired,  that  the  peculation  which  (fleeted  the 
wbomf  male  and  female,  he,  the  said  Warren  whole  army,  derived  from  the  taint  whicb  it 
Hastings,  in  sundry  letters  of  his  own,  in  the  had  in  Oude,  and  so  fatal  to  the  discipline  of 
transmission  of  various  oflicial  documents,  the  troops,  would  be  dangerously  increased  by 
and  even  in  affidavits  studiously  collected,  his  treaty  and  agreement  aforesaid  witli  the  ii»- 
and  sworn  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey  during  bob,  and  by  his  own  said  evil  vtunsel  to  tba 
his  short  residence  at  Lucknow  and  Benares,  court  of  directors 
did  himself  represent  as  persons  entirely  dis- 
affected to  the  Engliah  power  in  India,  as  LXXXIX.— That  it  appears,  that  after 
having  been  principal  promoters,  if  not  origi-  the  said  Warren  Hastings  had,  on  ground*  so 
nal  contrivers,  of  a  general  rebellion  and'  disgraceful  to  the  British  nation  and  govern- 
revolt  for  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  English  ment,  agreed  to  remove  for  e^erthe  British  in* 
nation ;  and  as  such,  h?,  the  said  Warren  fluence  and  intwference '  from  Uie  government 
Hastings,  did  compel  the  nabob  reluctanly  to  of  Oude,  on  account  of  the  disorders  in  the 
Uke  from  them  their  landed  estates  ;  and  yet  said  government,  solely  produced  by  his  own 
the  said  Warren  Hastings  has  had  the  pre-  criminal  acts  and  criminal  connivances,  ihat 
sumption  to  attempt  to  impose  on  the  East-  be  did  overturn  his  own  settlement  as  sood 
India  company,  by  pretending  to  place  his  re-  as  he  had  made  it ;  and  did,  'after  he  had 
liance  on  those  three  persons  for  a  settlement  abolished  the  company's  resid«fncy  as  a  grie- 
fiivonrable  to  the  company's  interests,,on  his  vance,  wholly  violsRe  his  own  solemn  agree- 
renunciation  of  all  their  power,  authority,  ment;  for  he  did,  for  his  private  purposes, 
and  influence,  and  on  his  leaving  their  army  continue  therein  his  own  private  agent,  Major 
to  the  sole  and  uncontrolled  discretion  of  a  Palmer,  a  number  of  officers  sud  pensionors, 
stranger,  meriting  in  his  opinion  the  descrip-  at  a  charge  to  the  rev«mues  of  the  country 
tion  given  by  him  as  aforesaid,  as  well  as  by  greatly  exceeding  that  of  ihe  establishment 
him  frequently  asserted  to  be  politically  in-  under  Mr.  Bristow,  which  he  did  represent  as 
capable  of  supporting  his  own  power  without  frightfully  emormous,  and  which  he  pretended 
the  aid  of  the  forces  of  the  company.  And  to  remove;  the  farmer  amounting  to  112,95(X., 
the  offence  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  in  the  latter  only  to  64^t02l» 
abandoning  a  considerable  part  of  the  British 

army  in  Uie  manner  aforesaid,  is  much  in-  XC. — That  his  own  secret  agent,  Major 

creased  by  the  description  which  he  has  him-  Palmer,  did  receive  a  salary  or  allowance 

self  given  of  the  state  of  the  said  army,  and  equal  to  22,800/.  a  year  out  f»f  fhe  distressed 

particularly  of  that  part  thereof  which  is  sta-  province  of  Oude ;  and  this  tiie  ^nul  Palmer 

tioned  in  the  nabob  of  Oude*s  dominions,  did  declare  not  to  be  more  than  )i«  alNK>)Qte)y 

For  he  did  himself,  on  the  29th  of  November,  did,  really  and  bonA  Jidt  spend ;  an<<  that  he 

1781,  transmit  the  information  following,  on  had  retrenched  considerably  "  in  si>nir  of  <ite 

that  subject,  to  the  court  of  directors,  namely,  articles,  since  the  expense  has  been  b«>m«  by 

"  that  the  remote  stations  of  those  troopir,  the  vizier,  and  in  every  particular  he  made  as 

placing  the  commanding  officers  beyond  the  little  parade  and  appearance  as  his  station 

notice  and  control  of  the  board  [the  council-  would  admit,"  his  station  being  that  of  the 

general  at  Calcutta,  aflWded  too  much  oppor-  said  Warren  Basting's  private  agent.    But  if 

tunity  and    temptation    for    unwarrantable  the  said  largo  salary  must  be  considered  as 

Miofttmenis,  qmd  exeUed  the  eonlagion  ofpeeu-  merely  equal  to  the  expenses,  large  secret 

lotion    and   rapadty  thnughoui   tha   vohoh  emoluments  must  bo  presumed  to  attend  it 

^army ;    a    most    remarkable    instance,    and  in  order  to  make  it  a  place  advantageous  to 

nncontiTOvertible  proof  of  the  prevalence  of  the  holder  thereof.     That  the  said  Palmer  die 

this    spirit,  has   been   seen    in   the  courts  ftpp^y  ^o  ^ho  board  at  Calcutta  for  a  new 

martial  upon  Captain  Erskine,  where  the  authority  to  continue  the  same  establisbmentj$, 

court,  composed  of  officifr9  of  rank  and  re-  he  conceiving  their  continuance  "  after  the 

spectable  characters,  unatiimoosly  and  hon-  period  of  the  goveroour-goneral's  deparcure. 

ourably  {mtat  honoivably,)  upon  an  acknow-  depended  upon  the  pleasure  of  the  board,  and 

lodged  fact,  acquitted  him,  which  in  tiroes  of  not  upon  tlie  auUtarity  of  the  govemour-gene' 

stricter  discipline  would  liave  been  deemed  roZ,  vnHcr  the  aanclion  of  which  they  were  e«- 

a  crime  deserving  the  severest  punishment."  tabiiehed  or  confirmed,^ 
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XOI.— Tbtt  the  nid  W«rrM  Hastiagt,.  uiow  torMmefromtheTiii«r;tlwf  i 
in  or^mr  to  ruin  the  resufont  Briitow,  and  to  to  ricat  nipaes   16,664  per  month,  and  he 
justify  himeelf  fer  hit  fbnaer  proeeedingt  re-  has  been  paid  up  by  the  vixier  to  the  SOlh  of 
■pecting  him,  did  bring  bflfeire  the  board  a  Aufuat,  178£.     The  goveraour  has  directed 
new  cimrge  againet  him  for  having  paid  a  me  to  wriw  to  jou,  to  request  jou  to  receifw 
luge  eetablishment  of  olfices  and  pensions  to  what   is  due  from  the  Tixior  from  the  tOtfa 
die  company's  servants  from  the  revenues  of  August  last,  at  the  rate  of  Lucknow  sicca 
Onde ;  and  the  said  Bristow,  in  making  has  rupees  16,664  per  month,  and  send  me  a  hill 
defeuoe   against   the  charge  aforesaid,  did  for  the  amount,  the  receipt  of  which  I  will 
plead,  that  he  had  found  all  the  allowances  acknowledge  in  the  capacity  of  Sir  Eyre 
on  his  list  established  before  his  last  appoint-  Coote's  attorney  ,*  and  tbe  govemour  desiree 
ment  to  tbe  residem^ ;  that  they  bad  grown  that  yon  will  continue  to  receive  Sir  Eyre 
to  that  esoem  in  the  interval  between  his  first  Goote*s  field-allowances  at  the  same  rate,  and 
removal  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  remit  the  money  to  me  as  it  comes  in. 
his  re-appointment ;  and  having  addo(»d  ma-  (Signed)       "  Charles  CnorTSS." 
ny  reasons  to  mako  it  highly  probable  that  *<  Cotaitta,  Jamuay  £6, 178S." 
lbs  said  Hastings  was  perfectly  well  acquaint- 
ed with  it,  and  did  approve  of  the  expensive  XCIIl.— That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  aforesaid 


Mlablisbments,  which  be,  the  said  Bristow,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  sakl  field-alloi 

simply  had  paid,  but  not  impoeed,  he  did  aU  not  serving  in  the  country  of  Oude,  on  which 

lege,  besides  the  ofiicial  assurances  of  his  pre-  the  said  allowanoos  were  charged,  but  in  the 

deceesour  Middleton,  certain  facts,  as  auMunt-  Camatie. 
ing  to  a  direct  proof  that  the  governour-gene- 

rai,  Warren  Hastings,  was  not  averse  to  the  XCIV.— That  from  the  dechtfation  of  the 

viper's  granting  large  salaries  to  more  than  said  Hastings  himseli^  that  it  was  the  oon- 

ene  European  gentleman;  and  the  first  in-  victionofMr.  Bristow  and  Mr.  Cowper,  that 

stance  was  to  Mr.  Thomas,  a  surgeon,  who,  could  alone  olfUg€  and  eeiiipc<  him  to  ecibioiD- 

eicliisiveof  his  pay  from  the  company,  which  iedgt  certain  of  his  aforesaid  practices,  and 

was  1,4401.  a  year,  claimed  from  the  vixier,  that  nothing  htU  th*  meeiiify  of  t^'-dejenet 

with  Mr.  Hastings*s  knowledge,  the  sum  of  could  have  induced  Mr.  Bristow  to  make  puln 

9,768<.  a  year,  and  upwards,  making  together  lie  another,  and  much  stronger,  instance  of  the 

11,9031.  per  annum. — Tbe  next  was  Mr.  Tr^  same,  it  is  to  be  violently  preeumed,  that 

vor  Wheler,  who  did  receive  upon  tbe  same  wfaero  these  two,  or  either,  or  both,  necessities 

establishment,  when  be  was  fourth  assistant  did  not  exist,  many  evil  and  oppressive  prai^ 

at  Oode,  9fl00l.  a  year ;  and  which  kst  fact  taoes  of  the  said  Hastings  do  remain  undisco- 

die  said  Hastings  has  admitted  upon  record,  vered.    That  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  oon- 

*'  that  the  accusations  of  Mr.  Bristow  and  tests  between  him,  the  said  Hastings,  and  the 

Mr.  Cowper  did  oblige  and  oompd  him  to  resident  Bristow,  not  only  the  before-men- 

aeknowledge,*'  denying  at  the  same  time  thi^  tioned  particulars,  but  the  whole  of  tho  expen- 

the  allowances  of  the  rosidents  Middleton  sive  civil  establishments  for  English  servants 

and  Bristow,  except  in  this  single  instance,  at  Oude,  would  have  been  for  ever  ctmoealed 

were  ever  authorised  by  him ;  whereas  hb  from  tbe  directors  and  from  Parliament ;  and 

own  agent  Pahner  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  yet  the  said  Hastings  has  had  the  audacity  to 

t7th  of  March,   1786,  represent  .that    the  pretend  so  complete  an  ignorance  of  the  fiurts, 

said  salaries  and  allowances  (if  not  more  that  representing  the  vixier  as  objecting  to  the 

and  larger)  wero  by  him  anthorixed  or  coi^  largeness  of  the  paymente  made  by  Bristow, 

finned.  and  stating  a  very  reduced  list,  which  he  was 

willing  to  allow  for,  amounting  to  SO,OOOI.  a 

XClI.^That  the  aforesaid  Bristow  did  year,  the  said  Hastings  did  affect  to  be  alam- 
aleo  produce  the  following  letter  in  proof  that  ed  at  the  magnitude  even  at  the  list  so  cur- 
Mr.  Hastings  knew  and  approved  of  large  toiled,  exproesing  himself  as  follows,  in  his 
salaries  to  British  subjects  upon  the  revraues  minute  of  the  7th  December,  1784 :  "  for  my 
of  Oode,  and  which  he  did  declare  that  nothing  own  part,  when  the  vixier's  minister  first  in- 
bot  the  neosssity  of  selfnlefence  could  have  formed  me  that  the  amount  which  his  master 
indncod  him  to  produce.  had  authorised,  and  was  willing  to  adroit,  for 

the  charges  of  the  residency,  and  the  allow- 

"  Dear  Bristow.  ances  of  the  gentlemen  at  Lucknow,  was 

'*  Sir  Eyre  Coote  has  some  field-allow-  t6,000  rupese  per  month,  I  own  I  was  startled 
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at  lb»  niMpiitnM  of  iM  fiioi»  Md  was  mmdm  •  B«Ht  KkAa  ImU  ia  tiMcoiiBU7,aiirf  iteetaA 

dtjff  kesltatiag  in  my  aiind  whether  I  ooald  denoeofthe  people  in  him,  tbey,  the  prceidoBi 

With  propriety  admk  of  it."    Whenee  be  and  couneil  did  inibmi  the  court  of  direou»i% 

well   knew   thet  the  three  eaine  okiiie,  of  in  their  letter  of  the  SOth  of  September,  17«fi^ 

which  the  aeceeeitiee  afbreeaid  had  eompelMl  thai  "  as  Mahomed  Reaa  Khin'e  elmrt  wA' 

the  diacoTory,  did  greatly  eaeoed  that  eum,  ministration  waa  irreproachahle,  Ibfy  deter* 

ol  which,  at  the  fint  hearing,  he  affecta  to  mined  to  eoatinae  him  ia  a  share  of  the  an^ 

hmre  been  aoeieeeding ly  alarmed,  and  thrown  thority ;"  and  this  infonnalion  waa  not  givca 

into  a  state  of  hesitation,  which  continued  lightly,  but  waa  founded  upon  an  imiuify 

for  some  days ;  and  although  he,  the  said  into  his  conduct,  and  a  minuta  eiaounaiMm 

Hasliags  was  conscioua  that  he  iMd  at  the  of  chargee  made  against  him  by  his  rivals  in 

vary  time  authorized  an  eetablishment  to  nmre  the  nabob's  court ;  they  buTiag  insinuated  la 

/than four  times  the  amount  thereot  the  nabob,  that  adeeign  waa  formed  fordepo** 

ittg  him,  and  placing  Mahomed  Reaa  on  hia 

XCV.«-That  ia  the  said  deceits,  prevap  throne ;  but  on  examination  the  preeident  and 

rications,  contmdictions,  malicioua  aecnsa-  council  declare,  that  "  he  had  ao  openlj^  sad 

tions,  fraudulent  conceabnents,  and  compelled  candidly  accounted  for  wvtry  n^ss  disbars 

dinoveries,  as  well  as  in  the  aaid  eecret,  cor-  ed  from  the  treaaury,  that  they  could  nat, 

mpt,  and  prodigal  disposition  of  the  rcTeaues  without  injury  to  his  character,  and  injuatiaa 

of  Oude,  as  well  as  in  his  breach  of  faith  to  to  his  conduct,  during  hb  short  adminiatatieM, 

the  nabob  in  continuing  expensive  establisb-  refuse  continuing  bun  in  a  share  of  the  |ft> 

meats  under  a  private  agent  of  hia  own,  after  vernment.*' 
he  bad  agreed  to  remove  the  company's  agent, 

the  aaid  Warren  Hastings  is  guilty  of  a  high  V. — That  the  company  had  reason  to  ha 


and  miademeaaouff  aatiafied  with  the  arrangement  made,  so  for  aa 

it  regarded  him ;  the  president  and  council 
having  informed  them  in  the  following  year, 
in  their  letter   of  the   9lh  of   Deeembee, 
zvn.  M4.B0MBD  BBBA  SBAV.  1766,  that  "  the  Usrgn  increase  of  the  ravw- 

nue  must  in  a  great  measure,  be  ascribed  lo 
I.— That  it  waa  the  declared  policy  of    Mr.  Sykes's    assiduity,  and  to  MaknuA 
the  company,  on  the  aoquisition  of  the  doan»    Jieza  Khim^M  fntfwnd  ImmdtdgB  in  thtji^ 
nee  of  Bengal,  to  continue  the  country*govem-    nqnoet.** 
■Mnt  under  the  inspection  of  the  resident  at 

the  nabob's  durbar,  in  the  first  instance,  and  VI. — That  the  then  president  and  council, 
that  cl  the  president  and  council  in  the  last ;  finding  it  necessary  to  make  several  reforma 
and  for  that  purpose  they  did  stipulate  to  in  the  adminiatnaion,  were  principally  aided 
assign,  for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of  the  in  the  same  by  the  suggestion,  advice  and 
Mdwb,  an  annual  allowance  from  the  rev»-    asbistaace  of  the  said  Mahomet  Resa  KhAn  ; 


nues,  equal  to  four  hundred  thousand  ponada    and  in  their  letter  to  the  court  of  directors  of 
a  year.  the  £4th  of  June,  1767,  they  state  their  ri 


lution  of  reducing  the  emoluments  of  office, 

II.— That  during  the  country-government,  wbioh  before  had  arisen  from  a  variety  of 

the  principal  sotive  person  in  the  sdmiaistn^  presents,  and  other  perquisites,  to  fixed  ai- 

ttoa  of  affairs  for  rank  and  for  reputation  of  lowances ;  aad  they  state  die  merits  of  M^ 

probity,  and  of  knowledgenn  the  revenues  and  homed  Reza  Khftn  therein,  as  well  as  the  ia^ 

the  laws,  was  Mahomed  Reaa  Kh&n,  who,  portance,  dignity,  and  responsibility  of hiaat»- 

besides  large  landed  property,  waa  possened  tion,  in  the  following  manner : 

of  offices,  whose  emolumenta  amounted  nea»*  ^<  Mahomed  Reia  Kh&n  has  now  qf  Atai- 

ly,  if  not  altogether,  to  one  hundred  thousand  at{f  toilA  great  deUeae^  of  konmtr,  repreaam- 

pounds  a  year.  ed  to  us  the  evil  conaequences  that  must  eo- 

sue  from  the  contiauanoe  of  this  practioa  ; 
III.— That  the  company's  servaata,  in  the  since,  by  suffering  the  principal  officers  of 
begtnning,  were  not  conversant  in  the  afiaiia  the  government  to  depend  for  the  support  of 
of  the  revenue,  and  stood  in  need  of  nativoe  their  dignity  on  the  precarious  fimd  of  perqui- 
of  integrity  and  experience  to  act  in  the  sites,  they,  in  a  manner,  oblige  them  to  pur- 
management  thereof.  On  that  ground,  as  sue  oppressive  and  corrupt  measures,  equally 
well  as  in  regard  to  the  rank  which  Mahoiaed  injurious  to  the  country  aad  the  company  | 
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«mI  \k0f  mmtim^  aMifMd  twelve  laeki  •  «pplieAkNi  to  MttwMi,  hiv  iMddi  Wm  ead- 

of  repcM  for  the  maintemnoe  aad  tapport  wAm^iM^  impaired,  wbich  gave  occasion  io 

of  the  mM  Mahomed  Reia  Kfain,  ami  two  the  yAur  foUowing,  that  ,u,  ui  Febraary, 

other  priocipal  pertoiH,  who  hold  in  flioir  1768,  to  a  froah  aeknowlodgment  of  hie  eer- 

hnada  the  mom  important  employmenU  of  that  vicei,  in  theeo  terme :  "  we  miHt  in  juatice 

govemmoDt;  hav^  rogaid  to  their  elevated  to  Mahomed  Reza  KfaAn,  expreet  the  high 

atatioas,  and  to  tim  ezpedtencj  of  supports  eenee  we  entertain  of  hie  abiKtieay  and  of  the 

ing  them  in  all  the  ebow  and  parade  requisite  indelatigable  attention  he  has  shown  in  the 

to  keep  op  the  authority  and  influence  of  their  execution  of  the  important  trust  reposed  in 

lespeeiffo  ofioes,  as  they  are  ail  men  of  hnn ;  and  wo  cannot  hot  lament  the  prospect 

weight  and  oontideration  in  the  country,  who  of  losing  his  services  from  tiie  present  declin* 

held  plaoes  of  groat  trust  and  profit  under  tho  bg  state  of  his  health." 
mrmer   govenunent*     vV  e   further  proposOi 

hy  this  act  of  generosity,  to  engage  their  oor*  YIII.— -That  aa,  in  tho  increase  of  tho  re- 
£al  services,  and  confirm  them  steady  in  ootf  venue,  tho  aaid  Maliomed  Reia  Kh&n  waa 
iaieresta,  sinoe  ihey  caonbt  hope,  from  the  employed  as  a  person  Kkely  to  improve  tho 
meat  suecesslul  nndbition,  to  riao  to  greater  anme  without  detriment  to  the  people,  no, 
adeantng OB  by  any  ehnnoe  or  revelation  of  n(»  when  the  ateto  of  any  provinoe  aeemed  to  ro- 
fima*  At  the  aame  time  it  was  reesonaUe  we  quire  a  remission,  he  was  employed  as  a  per* 
aheold  not  tose  sight  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn^i  son  disposed  to  <he  relief  of  the  people  with* 
past  ssrvioes ;  he  hae  puraaed  tlie  company's  out  fraud  to  the  revenue ;  and  this  was  ox- 
interest  with  steadiness  and  diKgenee ;  hia  pressed  by  the  president  and  council  as  lol« 
abilities  qualify  him  to  perform  the  most  iuN  lows,  with  relation  to  the  renrissioas  granted 
portnaft  servioeo.  The  unavoidabio  ehargea  is  the  provinoe  of  Bahnr ;  "  that  the  general 
of  hir  poatieular  situation  are  great ;  in  knowledgo  of  Mahomed  Reaa  Khftn,  m  aH 
dignicy  he  stands  aeoond  to  the  mbob  only ;  matters  rolativd  to  the  Duannee  revenuea, 
and  as  heengagea  toinereaae  thrrevenoea^  induced  ua  to  consent  to  such  deductiona 
without  iifjustice  or  oppreision,  to  UHMre  dmU  being  made,  from  the  general  atate  of  that 
Iba  amount  of  hia  salary,  tmd  to  rdmquuh  province  at  the  lent  poonak,  as  amy  bo  deem- 
mimmtagtt  to  the  auiammt  o^  mgkt  hdsa  ed  irrecoverable,  or  such  as  may  procure  an 


ofn^eeoper  aaumm,  which  he  heretofore  eU*     iaamediate  Mlief  and  encouragement  to  the 
•oyed,  we  thought  it  proper,  in  the  dblribu-    ryota  in  the  fiiture  cultivation  of  their  knda.'* 


liiNl  of  salaries,  to  consider  Mahomed  Reza 

Khft»  m  a  Kght  superiour  to  the  other  mining  I X.— That  the  aaid  Mahomed  Reia  Khin, 

ters.    We  have  only  to  obeerre  further,  that  in  the  execution  of  the  said  great  and  impor- 

great  and  enormous  as  tho  sums  must  appear  tant  truste  and  powors,  was  not  so  much  as 

wbfdi  wo  have  allotted  for  the  aupport  of  tho  anspeoled  of  an  ambitiouB  or  mKroaching 

mmtstero  of  guvemment,  we  will  not  hesi*  spirit,  wfaidi  might  make  him  dangerous  to 

tate  te  pronounce  that  it  is  necessary  and  re»*  the  company's,  then  recent  antfiority,  or  whtdi 

seaahle,  and  wilt  i^pear  ao  on  the  conaiderw*  might  render  hia  precedence  injurioua  to  tho 

tian  of  die  power,  which  men  employed  on  oonsider^on  due  to  his  colleagues  in  office ; 

ttMso  unportant  aerviees  have,  either  to  ob*  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  a  pha 

airaet  or  promote  the  public  good,  unlesa  having  been  adopted  for  dividing  the  admin*' 

Aeir  integrity  be  eonfirmed  by  tlm  ties  of  grn-  istration,  in  order  to  remove  the  nabob's  jeal« 

titude  and  ioterast."  ousies,  the  aame  was  in  danger  of  being  suh- 

verted  by  the  ambition  "  of  two  of  his  coK 

Til.F— That   the   said   Mahomed  *Reaa  leagues,  and  the  escettroe  moderwHon  of  Ma^ 


iOiftn  continued  with  the  same  diligence,  spirit,  homtd  JReto  JlTAAn."    And  for  a  remedy  of 

and  fidelity,  to  execute  the  tniet  repoaed  in  the  inconveniences  wfaidi  mi^t  arise  from  tho 

him,  whidi  comprehended  a  hurge  propor^  exoeae  of  an  accommodating  temper,  though 

^n  oC  the  weight  of  govemmenC,  and  par*  attended  with   irveproadiable  integrity,  the 

ticalarly  of  tiw  collectiona ;  and  his  attach-  president  and  council  did  send  one  d  their 

to  the  iwterest  of  the  company,  and  own  members,  as  their  deputy,  to  the  nabob 


Itts   exteasfve   knowlec^,  were   agani,   in    of  Bengal,  at  his  capital  of  Muxadavad ;  and 
the  comrae  of  the  year  1767,  folly  acknow-    this  aaeasure  appeara  to  have  been  adopted 


ledged,  and  stated  to  the  ^urt  of  directors;    for  the  support  of  Mahomed  Reaa  Khhn,  in 
—^  it  further  appeara,  that  by  an  ineestant    ooaaeqoenoe  of  an  inquiry  made,  and  adviea 
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firm,  hj  Lord  Cihe,  fa  his  letter  ef  tbe  3d  ner  meter,  when  hii  eadioiity  ie  tak«i  froa 
of  July,  1765;  in  which  letter  he  dfpreaeet  hin;"  but  he  did  afterwards,  in  excuse  fiir 
Umself  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reta  Kh&ii  as  the  loof  detentioo  and  imprisoDment  ef  the 
follows ;  *'  It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  acquaint  said  Mahomed  Reza  KhftO|  without  anj 
you,  that  the  man  J  see  of  JlfoAomtd  IZcra  prooft  having  been  obtained  of  his  guilt,  or 
jPAdn,  tke  ttrcngtr  is  my  conviotion  of  hu  measures  taken  to  bring  him  to  trial,  assure 
Aonour  and  modenUun ;  but  that,  at  the  same  the  directors,  in  direct  contradiction  to  his 
time,  I  cannot  help  obserring,  that  either  formerdecbration,  "that  the  influence  of  Ma- 
from  timidity,  or  an  erroneous  principle,  he  homed  Resa  Kh&n  still  prevailed  generally 
is  too  ready  to  submit  to  encroachments  upon  throughout  the  country,  in  the  nabob^s  bouse- 
that'  proportion  of  power  that  has  been  allot-  bold,  and  at  the  capital,  and  was  scarcely  al^ 
ted  him.  fected  by  his  present  disgrace," — notwith- 
standing, as  he,  the  said  Hastings,  doth  coo- 

X.~That  the  nabob  Jaffier  Alt  Kh&n  dy-  less,  he  had  used  his  utmost  endeavours  «<  to 

ug  in  February,  1766,  Mahomed  Reca  Khftn  break  that  influence,  by  removing  bis  depend- 

was  appointed  guardian  to  his  children,  and  ants,  and  putting  the  direction  of  all  the  afr 

administrator  of  his  oflke,  or  regent,  which  fitirs,  that  had  been  committed  to  his  carei 

appointment  the  court  of  directors  did  ap-  into  the  hande  of  the  meX  peioei^  or 

prove.    But  the  party  opposite  to  Mahomed  of  kit  ensmies ,«  that  he  depended  on  tbe 

Reza  Kh&n  having  continued  to  cabal  against  tivity  of  their  hatred    to  Mahomed   R< 

him,  sundry  accusations  were  framed,  relative  Khibn,  incited  by  the  expectation  of  rewards, 

to  oppreatiott  at  die  time  of  the  famine,  and  for  investigating  tbe  ciHiduct  of  the  letter ; 

Ibr  a  balance  due  during  his  employment  of  that  with  this  the  institution  of  the  new  du- 

eollector  of  the  revenues ;  upon  which  the  annee  coincided,  and  that  the  same  principle 

directors  did  order  him  to  he  deprived  of  his  had  guided  him  in  the  choice  of  Munny  B*> 

office,  and  strict  inquiry  to  be  made  into  his  gum  and  Rajah  Gourdes,  the  former  for  the 

conduct.  chief  administration,  the  latter  [the  son  d 

Nundoomar,  and  a  mere  instrument  in  the 

XI.— That   the  said  Warren  Hastings,  hands  of  his  father]  for  the  duannee  of  the 

then  lately  appointed  to  the  presidency,  did,  nabob's  household,  both  tbe  declared 


on  the  1st  of  April,  and  <»  the  ft4th  of  Sep-  of  Mah<Mned  Reza  Khftn." 
tember,  177£,  write  letters  to  the  court  of  di- 
rectors, informing  them,  that  <mi  the  very  next  XIII.— >That  although  it  might  be  true 
day  after  he  had  received  (as  he  asserts)  that  enemies  will  become  the  most  active 
their  private  orders,  *''  addressed  to  himself  proeecutors,  and  as  such  may,  iliough  under 
alone,''  and  not  to  the  board,  he  did  despatch,  much  guard  and  many  precautions,  be  used 
by  express  messengers,  his  orders   to  ,Mr.  even  as  witneeses ;  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be 


Middleton,  tbe  resident  at  the  nabob^s  court  an  exception,  supposing  their  character  and 

at  Muxadavad,  in  a  public  character  and  trust  capacity  otherwise  gocMd,  to  the  appointing 

with  the  nabob,  to  arrest  in  bis  capital,  and  them  to  power ;  yet  to  advance  persons  to 

at  his  court,  and  without  any  previous  notice  power  on  the  ground  not  of  their  honour  and 

given  of  any  charge,  bis  principal  minister,  integrity,  which  might   have  produced   the 

the  aforesaid  Malmmed  Reza  KMin,  and  to  enmity  of  bad  men,  but  merely  for  the  enraitj 

bring  him  down  to  Calcutta ;  and  he  did  care*  itself,  without  any  reforence  whatsoever  to  a 

fully  conceal  his  said  proceedings  from  the  laudable  cause,  and  even  with  a  declared  ill 

knowledge  of  tbe  board,  on  pretext  of  his  opinion  of  the  morals  of  one  of  the  party, 

not  being  acquainted  with  their  dispositions,  such  «8  was  actually  delivered  in  the  said 

and  the  influence  which  he  thought  that  the  letter  by  him,  the  said  Hastings,  of  Nundco- 

said  Mahomed  Reza  KMin  had  amongst  them,  mar  (and  which,  time  has  shown,  he  might 

also  on  good  grotmd  have  conceived  of  others) 

XII.-^That  tbe  said  Warren  Hastings,  was,  in  the  circumstances  of  a  criminal  in* 

at  the  time  he  gave  his  orders  as  aforesaid  quiry,  a  motive  highly'  disgraceftil    to   tha 

for  arresting  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  honour  of  government,  and  destructive  of  im- 

did  not  take  any  measures  to  compel  the  ap-  partial  justice,  by  holding  out  the  greatest  of 

peartmce  of  any  other  persons  as  witnesses,  all  possible  temptation  to  false  accusation,  to 

declaring  it  as  his  opinion,  "  that  there  would  corrupt  and  focti<w8  conspiracies  to  perjury^ 

be  little  need  of  violence  to  obtain  such  intel-  and  to  eveiy  spectes  of  injustice  and  oppre»« 

ligence,  as  they  could  give  against  their  fbr^  sion. 
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Xnr.— That  ill  ooBMqiMooe  of  the  dbr»-  most  wholly  •ubveited,  awl  grwt  irregular^ 

moCtT«0,  aad  othara  preCeodad,  which  tiea  and  diaordera  did  actually  ensue. 
were  by  do  means- a  auflkient  justification  to 

the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he  did  appoint  XVII.—- That  the  council-general,  esta- 

the  woman  aforesaid,  called  Munny  Begum,  hlished  by  act  of  Parliament  in  the  year  177S, 

who  had  been  of  tiie  lowest  and  most  dis-  did  restore  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn 

creditable  order  in  society,  acc<Mrding  to  the  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  nabob 

ideas  prevalent  in  India,  but  from  whom  be  (but  under  a  protest  firam  the  said  Warreo 

recetred  sereral  sums  of  money,  to  be  guar^  Hastings)  to  his  liberty  and  to  his  offices,  ao- 

dian  to  the  nabob  in  preference  to  his  own  cording  to  the  spirit  of  the  orders  given  by 

mother,  mtd  Is  tdminiaUr  the  ^ain  of  (h»  the  court  of  directors  as  aforesaid ;  and  the 

geseriisMnI  in  the  place  of  the  said  Mahomed  court  of  directors  did  approve  of  the  said  ap« 

Reza  Kh&n,  the  second  Mussulman  in  rank  pointment,  and  did  assure  the  said  Mahomed 

after  the  nabob,  and  the  first  in  knowledge,  Rexa  Kh&n  of  their  favour  and  protection,  as 

gravity,   weight,  and  character  among  the  long  as  his  conduct  should  merit  the  same,  in 

Minsulmen  in  that  province.    And  in  order  the  following  terms :  <*  as   the  abilities  of 

to  try  every  method  and  to  take  every  chance  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn  have  been  aufficicntly 

flbr  bis  destruction,  the  said  Warren  HaatF  msnifested;  as  official  eKperienoa  qualifies 

ings  did  maliciously  and  oppressively  keep  him  for  so  high  a  station  in  a  more  eminent 

Mm  under  confinement,  for  a  part  of  the  degree  than  any  other  native  with  whom  the 

time  without  any  inquiry,  and  afterwards,  company  has  been  connected;   and  as  no 

with  a  sbw  and  dilatory  trial,  for  two  years  proofs  of  mal-administration  have  been  est»* 

together.  biished  against  him,  either  during  the  strict 

XV .— That  notwithstanding  a  total  revo*  investigation  of  his  conduct,  or  since  his  r»- 

kition  in  the  power,  in  part  avowedly  made  tirement,  we  cannot  under  all  circumstancea 

for  his  destniction,  the  persons  appointed  for  but  approve  your  recommendation  of  him  to 

his  trial,  did,  on  full  inquiry,  completely  ao-  the  nabob,  constitute  him  his  naib.    We  are 

quit  the  said  Mahomed  Rexa  Khftn  of  the  well  pleased  that  he  has  received  that  ap> 

criminal  charges  against  him,  on  account  of  pointment,  and  authorise  you  to  assure  him 

wfaidi  he  had  been  so  long  persecuted  and  of  our  fovour,  so  long  as  a  firm  attachment  to 

eonfined,  and  suffiored  much  in  mind,  body,  the'  interest  of  the  company,  and  a  proper  die* 

and  fortune ;  and  the  court  of  directors,  in  charge  of  the  duties  of  his  station  shall  -ren- 

tbeir  letter  of  the  8d  Mvch,  1 775»  testify  der  him  worthy  of  our  protection.**    And  the 

dieir  satisfoction  in  the  conduct  and  result  of  said  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n  did  continue  to 

die  said  inquiry,  and  did  direct  the  restore-  execute  the   same,  without   any  complaint 

tkm  of  the  said  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn  to  whatsoeva*  of  maiversation  or  negligence, 

liberty,  and  to  the  offices  which  he  had  ktely  in  any  manner  or  degree,  in  his  said  office. 

held,  which  comprehended  the  management  of 

the    nabob's   household,   and    the   general  XyiII.-*That  in  March,  1778,  the  said 

superintendeney  of  the  justice  of  Bengal ;  Warren  Hastings,  under  colour,  that  the  na« 

bat  according  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  bob  had  completed  his  twentieth  year,  and  had 

diractors,  his  appointments  were  reduced  to  desired  to  be  placed  in  the  entire  and  uncoiH 

tfiirty  thftuirand  pouncb  a  year,  or  thereabouts,  trolled  management  of  bis  own  affitirs,  and 

of  which  he  did  make  grievous  complaint  that  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn  should  be  remov* 

on  account  of  the  expenses  attendant  on  his  ed  tnm  his  office,  and  that  Munny  Begum 

station,  and  the  heavy  'debts  which  he  had  his  step-mother,  the  dancing  girl  aforesaid, 

been  obliged  to  contract  during  his  unjust  per-  '^should  take  on  herself  the  management  olf 

secntion  and  imprisonment  aforesaid.  the  uizamut  [the  government  and  general  su- 
perintendeney of  criminal  justice]  without  the 

XVI.— That  on  the  removal  of  the  said  interference  of  any  person  whatsoever;"  and, 

Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  from  the  superinten-  notwithstanding  the  contradictions  in  the  pr»- 

Aeaoy  of  the  criminal  justice,  and  in  conse-  tonded  applications  from  the  nabob,  with 

qnenoe  of  letting  the.  province  of  Bengal  in  whose  incapacity  for  all  afiairs  he  was  well 

form  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  sevend  acquainted,  did,  in  defiance  of  the  orders  of  the 

dangerous  and  mischievous  innovations  were  cowl  of  directors,  and  without  regard  to  the 

made  by  him,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  and  in&my  of  an  arrangement  made  for  the  evi« 

the  criariaal  justice  of  the  ooontry  was  aW  dent  and  declared  pnrpoae  of  deliveriiig  not 
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only  tlw  hmiky  with  Cbe  prioee,  but  the  g»-  mmmbtm  of  gofwoiMMt,  lad  dw  •dniiiblivr 

vunrnvnt  aad  justice  of  a  great  kingd^,  tion  of  justice,  end  did  eedeeTour  to  diepeee 

into  such  insuiHcient,  corrupt,  and  scandalous  of  the  offices  relative  to  the  same  for  their 

hands ,  aad  thou^  he  has  declared  his  opin-  oomipt  purposes,  and  to  rob  the  Mabeb*s  esr- 

ion,  "  that  our  nauteial  character  is  concerned  vants  of  dieir  due  allowanoes ;  and  in  hb 


in  the  character  which  the  nabob  may  obtain     letter  of  the  1st  Bepteasber,  1778,  be  sent  a 
in  the  public  opinion/*  on  obtaining  a  ma-    comptaiut  to  the  board,  stating  "  that 


jority  in  council,  without  any  complaint,  real  bad  men  had  gained  an  ascendency  over  the 

or  pretended,  to  remove  the  said  Mahomed  nabob's    temper,  by  wiioee    instigation   he 

Rexa  from  all  bis  offices,  and  did  partition  acts."    And  after  complainiag  of  the  slights 

his  salary  as  a  spoil  ia  the  following  manner :  he  received  from  the  nabob,  be  adds,  ^  thus 

— 4o  Munny  Begum,  the  dancing  girl  albro*  they  cause  the  nabob  to  trea^  m^  soaietiBMe 

said,  an  additional  allowance  of  seventy-two  with  indignity,  at  othere  with  kindness,  juat 

thousand  rupees  [7,fi00/.]  a  year ;  to  the  na»  as  they  think  proper  to  advise  him ;  their 

bob's  own  mother,  but  half  that  sum,  that  is  view  is,  tliet,  by  compelling  me  todispleaaure 

to  say,  86,000  rupees  r8,<00<.]  a  year ;  to  at  most  unworthy  treatment,  they  amy  fores 

Rajah  Gourdes,  son  of  Nondcomar  (whom  he  ne  eiilier  to  relinquish  my  station,  or  to  joia 

Imd  described  as  a  weak  young  roan)  7S,0M  with  them,  and  act  by  theb  advice,  and  ap* 

rapeee  [7,200f.]  a  year,  as  comptroller  of  point  creatures  of  their  reooaAmeodaiion  to  the 

the  household ;   ami  to  a  magistrate  CLlled  didereot  offices,  from  which  they  aught  <haw 

Sttdder  ul  Hock,  who  In  real  subserviency  to  profit  to  themselvee.** 
the  said  Munny  Degum  was  nominally  to  act 

in  the  department  of  criminal  justice  78,000  XXI.-^That,  in  a  subsequent  letter  to  the 

[7,800<.]  a  year;  the  total  of  wMoh  allow-  govemour,  the  said  superintendent  of  justice 

ancee  etoeeding  the  salary  of  Mahomed  Re-  '  did  inform  htm,  the  said  Warrpn  Hastings,  of 

la  Kh4a  by  18,000  rupees  [1,8001.]  yearly,  the  audacious  and  corrupt  aaanaer  in  which, 

he  did,  for  the  oomipt  and  scandalous  purposes  by  violence,  firaud,  and  forgery,  the  eomKhs 

aforesaid,  order  the  same  to  be  made  up  Irom  of  Munny  Begum  had  abused  the  nabobs 

the  company'b  treasury.  name,  to  deprive  the  judicial  and  executory 

officers  of  justics  of  the  salaries,  which  they 

XIX.— -That  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Who*  ought  to  have  drawn  from  the  company's 

ler  having  moved  that  the  execution  of  the  treasury,  in  the  following  words  :— **  The  be* 

aforesaid  arrangement,  the  whole  expense  of  gum*8  ministers,  before  my  arrival*  with  the 

which,    ordinary,    and    extraocdinary,    was  advice  of  their  counsellours,  caused  the  nabob 

diargod  upon  the  company's  treasury,  and  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  consequence  of  which 

therefore  could  not  be  ev«qi  ooloorably  dispos-  they  received,  at  two  different  times,  near 

ed  of  at  the  pretended  will  of  the  said  nabob,  60,000  rupees  [5,000<.]  in  the  name  of  the 

might  be  suspended  until  the  pleasure  of  the  officers  of  the  adawlut,  fousdary,lcc.  Irom  the 

court  of  directors  thereon  should  be  known ;  company's  circars ;  and  having  drawn  up  an 

and  the  same  being  resolved  agreeably  to  law  account  current  m  tkM  moniur  tktg  wuhed, 

by  a  majority  of  the  council  then  present,  they  had  got  the  nabob  to  sign  it,  and  sent  it 

the  said  Hastings,  urging  on  violently  the  to  me."    And  in  the  same  letter  he  asserts, 

immediate  execution  of  his  corrupt  project,  **  that  these  people  had  the  nabob  entirely  in 

and  having  obtained,  by  the  return  of  Richard  their  power." 
Barwell,  Esquire,  a  majority  in  council  in 

his  own  casting  voU,  did  rescind  the  afore-  XXII.-^That  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

said  reeolution,  and  did  carry  into  immediate  upon  this  representation,  did,  notwithstanding 

execution  the  aforesaid  most  unwarrantable,  his  late  pretended  opinion  of  the  fimess  and 

mischievoos,  and  scandalous  design.  the  right  of  the  nabob  to  the  sole  administra^ 

tion  of  his  own  afikirs,  authoritatively  forbid 

XX.— That    the    consequences,   which  him  fl-om  any  interfbrence  therein,  and  order* 

might  be  expected  from  such  a  plan  of  admin-  ed,  that  the  whole  should  be  left  to  the  m»« 

istration,  did  almost  faistantly  flow  from  it.  ^istrale  aforesaid ;  to  which  the  naboib  did, 

For  the  person  appointed  to  execute  one  of  the  notwithstanding  his  pret^ided  independence, 

offices,  which  liad  been  filled  by  Maholned  yield  an  immediate  and  unreserved  subnin* 

Rexa  Rhfin,  did  soon  find  that  the  eunuchs  of  slon ;  for  the  saki  Hastings^  order  beiiig  gives 

Munny  Begum  began  to  employ  their  power,  on  the  first  of  September  at  CaleHtta,  he  r— 

with  superiority  and  insolence  in  all   the  ceived  on  onsiotr  from  Muxadavad  on  tiw 
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ihAiif  in  Uw  IbHowuig  tMnM:-^"  ik^rvetbly  ton  rwfiiieit  tint  your  ezoellMicy  ivill  giw 
10  7«ttr  pUMHre  1  baw  relinquiiM  all  oon-  the  ttrictMt  injunctions  to  all  your  depoad- 
pera  wiih  the  aflain  of  the  foomiary  and  ants,  not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  any 
tdawliit,  leaviiif  the  entire  maDa^ment  in  matter  relative  to  the  aflairt  of  the  adawlut 
lodder  ui  Hock'e  fauids/'  Which  aaid  cii^  ^  ami  ibusdary  ;  and  that  you  will  yourself  re- 
cumstaBce,aa  well  aa  many  others,  abundantly  linquish  all  interlcrence  therein,  and  leave 
proves  that  all  the  nabob's  actions  were,  in  them  entirely  to  the  management  of  Sudder 
truth  and  (aet»  entirely  governed  by  the  inflii*  ul  Hock  Khjlin :  this  is  absolutely  necessary 
enos  of  the  said  Hastings ;  and  that  however  to  restore  the  country  to  a  state  of  tranquilli* 
Ihe  eaid  Hastings  may  have  publicly  diacour-  ty."  And  he  concluded  by  «^in  recommend- 
ftgtd  the  corrupt  transactions  of  ihe  said  ing  the  nabob  lo  withdraw  all  interference 
court,  yet  he  did  secretly  uphold  the  autho-  with  the  administrator  aforesaid  ;  "  otherwise 
rity  and  MfhieoGO  of  Manny  Beguraj  who  a  measure,  which  1  adopted  at  your  exce lien- 
did  entirely  direct  with  his  knowledge  and  cy's  request,  and  with  a  view  to  your  satisfiao- 
OQunteaance,  all  the  prooaedings  ihsrein.  For,  tion,  and  the  benefit  of  the  country  will  be  at- 
tended with  quite  contrary  effects,  and  bripg 
XXTIL— That  on  the  13th  of  the  aame  discredit  on  me." 
month  of  September  he  did  receive  a  further 

complaint  of  the  oomipt  and  fraudulent  prao-  XXI T.— That  the  said  Hastings,  in  the 

ticcs  of  tlie  chief  eumich  of  the  said  Munny  letter  aforesaid,  in  which  he  so  strongly  coi^ 

Begum ;  and  these  corrupt  practices  did  so  demns  the  acts,  and  so  clearly  marks  out  the 

continue  and  increase,  that  on  the  10th  of  mischievous  effects  of  the  corrupt  influence, 

Oetober,  1778,  he  was  obliged  to  oonftes,  in  under  which  alone  the  nabob  acted,  and  under 

the  strongest  terms,  the  pemidoos  cons^  which  alnne,  from  his  known  incapacity,  and 

quenees  ef  his  beCbre-creaied  unwarrantable  his  dependence  on  the  person  supported  by 

and  illegal  anvngesMnts;  ibr,  in  a  letter  of  the  said  Hastings,  he  could  act.  did  propose 

that  date  to  the  nabob,  he  expresses  himself  to  put  all  the  offices  of  justice  (which  on  an* 

as  follows :  ^*  At  your  excellency's  request,  othor  occasion  he  had  requested  him  to  per^ 

I  aeat  Sudder  nl  Hock  Kh4n  to  take  on  him  mil  to  remain  in  the  hands  which  then  held 

the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  adaw-  them)  into  his  own  disposal ;  tetling  him,  or 

hit  and  fousdary,  and  hoped  by  Uial  means  not  rather  the  woman  and  eunuchs  who  governed 

only  to  have  given  saiisfiiction  to  your  ex-  him,  "  that  if  his  excellency  has  any  plan 

celleney,  but  that,  through  his  abilities  and  for  the  management  of  the  affairs  in  future, 

experience,  these  affairs  would   have  been  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  roe,  and 

ooiiducted  in  such  mknner  as  to  have  secured  every  attention  shall  be  paid  to  give  your  ex- 

Ihe  peace  of  the  country,  and  the  happinoM  of  celleney  satisfaction.*'    By  which  means  not 

tlie  people ;  and  it  is  with  the  greatest  ooo^  only  particular  parts,  as  before,  but  the  whole 

com  I  learn,  thai  this- measure  is  so  far  from  system  of  justice  was  to  be  afloat  and  to  be 

being  attended  with  tlio  expected  advantages,  subject  to  the  purposes  of  the  aforesaid  cor- 

that  the  aflairs  both  of  the  fousdary  and  adaww  rupt  cabal  of  women  and  eunuchs, 
hit  are  in  the  greatest  confusion  imaginable, 

and  daily  robberies  and  murders  are  perpetrar-  XX  V.— That  the  court  of  directors,  on 

lad  throughout  the  country.    This  is  evidently  receiving  an  account  of  the  above  arrange- 

owing  to  the  want  of  a  proper  authority  in  ments,  and  being  well  apprized  of  the  spirit, 

tte  person  appointed  to  superintend  them.    I  intention,  and  probable  effect  of  the  same,  did, 

thsrefore  addressed  your  excellency  on   the  in  a  clear,  firm,  and  decisive  manner,  express 

fanportanco  and  delicacy  of  the  affairs  in  their  condemnation  of  the  measure,  and  their 

question,  and  of  the  necessity  of  lodging  full  rejection  and  reprobation  of  all  the  pretended 

power  in  the  bands  ef  the  person  chosen  to  grounds  anci  reasons  on  which  the  same  was 

administer  them ;  in  reply  to  which  your  ex-  supported;  marking  distinctly  his  prevarica- 

esllency  exprsssed  sentiments  coincident  with  tion  and  contradictions   in   the  tome,  and 

mine ;  notwithstanding  which,  your  depend-  pointing  to  him  their  full  conviction  of  the 

anU  and  i>eople,  actuated  by  ujfiMk  and  ovo-  unworthy  motive^  on  which  he  had  made  so 

rieisMS  ei>v»s,  htn$  6y  thmr  mttrfgrtnce  9o  im^  shameful  an  arrangement ;  telling  him,  in  the 

ptded  |A«0tf«tne»9,«f  to  throw  the  whoU  aountry  17th  paragraph  of  their  general  letter,  of  the 

tn/o  a  H9U  ^ce^fiatBH  r  fym  lohicl*  nothing  4th  of  February,  1779,  **  the  nabob's  letters 

con  rslrteee  it  but  un  unH^nSed  poutv,  lodgid  of  the  85th  and  SOth  of  August,  of  the  Sd  of 

j|  the  handt  ^  iho  nqf€ruU9ndent,    I  there-  September,  and  17lh  of  November,  leave  us 
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BO  doubt  of  the  Aim  dfltign  of  this  ofriMvdi-  antiioriiy  of  tho  nid  eoiirt  of  dirorton;  by 

nary  basioeM  being  to  hnng  fonomd  Mimnj  which  meeBfl  the  arruigeiiieiit,  three  tiaee 

Begam,  end  again  to  inveat  her  with  impr^  either  ratified  or  eipreaely  ordered  bj  theoii 

per    power  wHd   influence,  ootwiihstanding  was  wholly  defeated;   the  albreaaid  cormpt 

our  former  declaration,  that  to  great  a  part  syeiemwaa continued;  Mahomed  Rexa  KhIiB 

of  the  nabob's  allowance  had  been  embeicled  was  not  restored  to  his  office ;  and  a  leeiea 

and  misapplied  under  her  auperintendenoe."  was  taught  to  the  uatiTce  of  all  ranks,  thai 

the  declared  approbation,  the  avowed  sanetioiii 

XX  VI.-*That  in  consequence  of  the  cen-  and  the  decided  authority  of  the  court  of  diraeu 

iure  and  condemnation  of  the  unwarrantable  ors  were  wholly  nngatoiy  Co  their  protection 

measures  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  by  againsttheoorrupt  influence  of  their  serrants. 

the  court  of  directors  on  the  aforesaid  and 

other  weighty  and  substantial  grounds,  they  XXVUI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hast* 

did  order  and  direct  as  follows,  in  the  90th  ings,  on  a  reooneiliatioo  with  Mr.  Frands, 


paragraph  of  the  general  letter  of  the  same  one  of  the  oouncil*geneml,  who  made  it  a  < 

date :    **  As  we  deem  it  for  the  welfiire  of  dttion  thereof,  tliat  certain  of  the  company^ 

the  country,  that  the  office  of  naib  soubadar  orders  should  be  obeyed,  and  that  MahMoed 

be  for  the  present  continued,  and .  that  this  Reaa  Khia  should  be  restored  to  his  oflfese, 

high  office  should  be  filled  by  a  person  of  wis-  did,  a  considerable  time  after,  notwilhstsnd* 

dom,  experience,  and  of  approved  fidelity  to  ing  the  pretended  reluctance  of  the  nMk, 

the  company ;  and  as  we  have  no  reason  to  and  his  pretended  freedom,  make,  for  his  em^ 

aller  the  opinion  given  of  Mahomed  Reza  venience  in  the  aaid  accommodation,  the  ai^ 

Kh&n,  in  our  letter  of  S4th  of  December,  rangement,  which  he  had  unwarrantably  and 

1776 ;  we  positively  direct,  that  you  forthwith  illegally  refused  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of 

signify  to  the  nabob,  Mobarek  ul  Dowla,  our  directors ;  and  did,  of  his  owq  authority  mi 

pleasure,  thai  Mahomed  Reza  Kh4n  be  im-  that  of  the  board,  restore  JMahomed  Rca 

mediately  restored  to  the  office  of  naib  souba-  Kh&n  to  his  offices, 
dar;  and  we  further  direct,  that  Mahomed 

Reza  Kh&n  be  again  assured  of  the  continu-        XXIX.>— That  soon  after  the  departum 

anoe  of  our  fiivours,  so  long  as  a  firm  attachr  of  the  said  Mr.  Francis  he  did  again  deprive 

meat  to  the  interests  of  the  company,  and  a  the  said  Mahomed  Reaa  Kh&n  of  his  said 

proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station,  offices,  and  did  make  several  great  changes  ia> 

shall  render  him  worthy  of  our  protection."  the  constitution  of  the  criminal  justice  in  the 


said  country ;  and  after  having,  under  pr«c< 
XXVn.— That  the  aforesaid  direction  did    of  the  nabob's  sufficiency  for  the  management 
convey  in  it  such  evident  and  cogent  reason,     of  his  own  afl*airs,  displaced,  without  any 
and  was  so  for  enforced  by  justice  to  indi-     specific  charge,  trial,  or  inquiry  whatsoever, 


vidoals,  and  by  regard  to  the  peace  and  happi-  the  said  Mahomed  Reaa  Kh&n,  he  did  suhmii 
ness  of  the  luttives,  as  well  as  by  the  com-  the  said  nabob  to  the  mitire  direction,  in  all 
mon  decorum  to  be  observed  in  all  the  trans-  parts  of  his  concerns,  of  a  resident  of  bis  own 
actions  of  government,  that  the  said  Hastings  nomination,  Sir  John  Doyley,  Bart.,  and  did 
ought  to  Imve  yielded  a  cheerful  obedience  order  an  accountofthe  most  minute  partsof  his 
thereto,  evon  if  he  had  not  been  by  a  poeitive  domestio  economy  to  he  made  out,  and  to  be 
statute,  and  his  relation  of  servant  to  the  delivered  to  the  eaid  Sir  John  Doyley,  in  the 
company,  bound  to  that  just  submission,  following  words,  contained  in  a  paper  by  him 
Yet  the  said  Hastings  did,  without  denying  or  entitled,  INSTRUCTIONS  from  the  go- 
evading  any  one  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  veniour-general  to  the  Nabob  Mobarek  ul 
the  court  of  directors,  or  controverting  the  Dowla,  respecting  his  conduct  in  the  managa- 
scandalous  motives  assigned  by  them  for  his  ment  of  bis  aflairs :  ^'  you  will  be  pleasisd 
conduct,  contumaciously  refuse  obedieneer  to  to  direct  your  mutta  seddies  to  form  an  ae* 
the  above  positive  order,  on  pretence  that  the  count  of  the  fixed  sums  of  your  monthly  ei- 
nabob,  who,  be  bad  declared  it  on  record,  *'to  penses,  such  as  servants  wages  ii^the  difio> 
be  as  visible  as  the  light  of  the  sun,  is  a  rent  departments,  pensions,  and  other  alkin- 
mere  pageant,  and  with<nat  even  the  shadow  of  ances,  as  well  as  of  the  estimated  amount  af 
authority,"  did  dissent  fi'om  the  same ;  and  variable  expenses,  to  be  delivered  to  Sir  John 
he  did  encourage  the  said  nabob  or  rather  the  Doyley,  for  wy  mspeeffon.  I  have  given 
eunuchs,  the  corrupt  ministers  of  Munny  Bo-  such  orders  to  Sir  John  Doyley  as  will  ena^ 
gum,  to  oppose  hinaeif  and  thenaelvea  to  the  ble  him  to  propose  to  you  such  redoetiani  of 
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tM  pnmam  and  otfier  aBowijieo*»  and  flaeh  XXZI.— That  the  aaid  Wtmn  Haatnga 

a  dbtribation  of  Ura  variable  expenaea,  aa  did  order  the  aaid  atipend  (which  was  to  be 

afaall  be  proportioDable  to  the  total  sun  of  diatribiited,  in  the  minuteat  parlieular,  accofd- 

jfmr  monthly  income;  and  /  muat  mfueai  ing  to  the  aaid  Haatinga'a  penonal  direo- 

jfev  witl  ean/orm  to  it"  And  he  did,  in  the  tiona)  to  be  paid  montMy,  not  to  anj  oflicer 

Bufaaoqnent  articles  of  his  aaid  instroctiona,  of  the  nabob,  but  to  the  aaid  resident  Sir 

oeder  the  whole  management  to  be  directed  bj  JohnDoylej.    And  whereas  the  govemouiw 

tiie  aaid  Sir  John  Doylej,  subject  lo  hie  own  general  and  council  did,  on  the  appointment 

directionsy  as  albreaaKl ;  and  did  even  direct  of  Mahomed  Reia  Khftn,  according  to  their 

what  company  he  should  keep;  and  did  ihiow  duty,  inatmot  him  that "  he  do  oonfonn  to  the 

rellecliona  on  some  penons,  in  places  the  ordcrr  of  the  company,  which  direct  that  an 

neareki  :o  him,  as  of  bad  character  and  baae  ammal  account  of  the  nabob's  expenses  be 

orifpn — r«er9ons,  whom  be  «hc<jld  decline  to  transmitttNi,  through  the  resident  at  the  dniw 

name  as    such,  " uRie«a  he  heard  that  they  bar,  lor  the  inspection  of  this  board*'  the 

atiU  availed  thensetyes  of  his  goodness  to  said  Hastings,  in  making  hia  new 


retain  the  placa  which  they  nnproperly  hold  ment  in  iavoor  of  his  resident,  did  wholly  omit 

near  his  person.'*  And  he  did  particulariy  the  aaid  instmetion,  and  did  confine  the  said 

order  the  said  n^wb  not  to  admit  ai^  Eng-  communication   to  himodf  privately.    And 

liah,  but  such  aa  the  said  Sir  John  Doyley  in  fact  itdoea  not  appear,  that  any  account 

ahould  approve,  to  his  presence ;  and  did  r^  whataomer  of  the    disposition  of  the  said 

peat  the  said  older  in  the  fdbwhig  peremp-  large  sum,   exceeding  £  160,000  sterling   a 

lory  manner:  "yon  mtist/orUdof^peraon  of  year,  has  been  laid  before  the  board,  or  at 

that  furfum  to  be  intruded  into  your  preaence,  leaat  that  any  aneh  account  has  been  traa^ 

wiilMnt  hit  introdnction."    And  he  did  r^  mitted  to  the  court  of  directors ;  and  it  ia 

qoire    his   obedience   in   the  authoritative  not  fitting,  that  any  British  aervant  of  the 

atyle :  **  I  ahaU  think  myself  obliged  to  in-  company  ahonkl  have  the  management  of  any 

terfare  tit  tmother  numntr,  if  you  wsglect  it''  public  money,  much  less  of  so  great  a  sum, 

vritheut  a  public  weU-vouched  account  of  the 

XXXr— That  he,  the  aaid  Warren  Haa-  apeoific  expenditure  thereof, 
tings  did  inanlt  the  captive  condition  of  the 

aaid  nabob, by  informing  him,  in  hia  imperious  XXXII. — That  the  court  of  directora  did 

faiairactions  afiiresaid,  diat  this  total,  blind,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1766,  propose  certain 

and  implicit  c^Mdienea,  in  every  reapect  whatF  rules  for  regulating  the  correspondence  of  the 

soever,  to  Sir  John  Doj^ey  and  himself  per-  reaident  with  the  nabob  of  Bengal,  in  which 

aonally,  and  without  any  reference  to  the  they  did  direct,  aa  a  principle  for  the  said  re* 

board,  **  was  the  vary  eonditUm»  of  the  com-  gulation,  as  fidlows,  (paragraph  16 :)  **  We 

pliance  of  the  ^mmour-general  and  coimcil  wodd  have  hia  correspondence  to  be  car- 

with  his   late  requisition ;"  which  requisi-  ried  on  with  the  oeltet  eommitte*  through  the 

tion  was,  that  he  should  enjoy  thgfrot  and  un-  channel  of  the  preaident ;  be  should  keep  a 

eottfrelled  management  dT  hia  own  afiaira.  diary  of  all  hia  transaeticns.  His  correspond- 

And  though  the  said  captive  did  oflTer,  as  he,  ence  with  the  natives  mtMf  6«  jnMiety  eondmeto^ 

the  said  Hastings,  himself  admitt^ /ear  fodbt  of  «d ;  copies  of  all  hia  letters^  aent  and  receiv* 

his  stipend,  at  that  time  redu(^  to  sixteen  ed,  be  transmitted  monthly  to  the  presklenoy, 

lads,  for  thgfreo  um  of  tho  remainder^  yet  he  with  duplicatea  and  triplioatea  to  be  trana- 

did  place  him,  the  said  nabob,  in  the  state  of  mitted  home  in  our  general  packet  by  every 

servitude  in  the  aaid  inatructions  laid  down  but  ahip." 
a  very  short  time  after  he  had  assumed  and  used 

the  said  nabob's  independent  rights  as  a  ground  XXXIII.— That  the  preaident  and  aelect 

for  refiHuyi^  to  obey  the  company's  orders ;  and  committee  (Lord  Clive  being  then  president) 

altlioogh  he  has  declared^  or  pretended,  on  did  approve  of  the  whole  substantial  part  of 

another  occasion,  which  he  would  have  thought  the   said  regulation,  (the  diary  excepted ;) 

similar,  that^any  attempt  to  limit  the  house-  and  the  principle,  in  all  nnatters  of  account, 

hoU  expenses  of  the  nabob  of  Oode  was  an  ought  to  have  been  strictly  adhered  to,  what- 

indignity,  '*  whidi  no  man  living,  however  ever  limitationa  may  have  been  given  to  the 

mean  his  rank  in  life,  or  dependcmt  his  condi*  office  of  resideht.    Yet  he,  the  said  Warren 

uon  in  it,  would  permit  to  be  exercised  by  any  Hastings,  in  defiance  of  the  aforesaid  good 

other,  wtthott  the  want  or  forfoitura  of  every  ndea,  orders,  and  late  precedent  in  conformity 

manly  priacipb."  to  the  aame,  did  not  only  withhold  aiqr  cidaf 
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lor  th*  pwpie,  but,  m  ordw  to  cany  oo  the  ■tiwBgly  pcMcribed  tad  enibrced  by  the  «r> 

buniMM  of  thfl  Mid  durbw  in  a  dtAdeatiM  dera  of  the  court  of  directors,  did  (at  &  time 

naoBer  for  hie  own  purpoeee,  did,  aa  alere-  whea  he  was  engaged  in  a  negoiiation,  the 

aaid,  exclude  all  En^Jah  from  an  ioteraoune  declared  puipoae  of  which  was  to  gire  peace 

with  the  nabob,  who  might  carry  eomplaiots  or  to  India)  concur  with  the  captain-general  of 

repreeentatioM  to  the  board,  or  the  court  of  the  MahratU  state,  called  Mad^ee  Scindia, 

directon,  of  hia  oonditioa,  or  the  oonchict  of  in  hostile  designs  against  the  few  remaining 

the  resident ;  and  did  further,  to  defeat  all  territories  of  that  same  Mogul  emperour,  b/ 

poesible  publicity/insinuate  to  him  to  give  the  Tirtue  of  whose  grant  the  company  actually 

freference  to  verbal  communication  above  possess  the  government,  and  enjoy  the  re> 

letteti,  in  the  words  following,  of  the  9th  venues,  of  great  provinces,  and  also  against 

article  of  his  inetrvotions  to  the  nabob :  "  Al-  the  possessions  of  a  Mahomedan  chief  called 

Iboufb  I  desire  to  receive  yoor  letteia  frfr*  Nudjif  Cawn,  a  person  of  ipuch  merit  with 

qveotly,  yet,  as  many  matters  will  occur,  the    East-India  company;   in    acknowled^ 

which  cannot  be  so  eaaiijf  espJmned  fty  ^  ment  of  which  they  had  granted  him  a  peiH 


ttn  9*  ^  eeniwrsnrieii,  I  desire,  that  yoa '  sion,  included  in  the  tribute  due  to  the  king, 
iviU  OB  such  occasions  give  your  atden  to     and,  together  with  tha(  tribute,  taken  from 


bin  respecting  such  poiaU  as  you  may  desire  him  by  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  though  ei> 

to  have  imputed  to  me;  and  I,  postponing  pressly  gwarantUd  to  him  by  the  company, 

ovary  other  Goaoera,  will  give  an  immediate,  With  both  these  powers  the  company  had  beea 

and  the  meet  saiis&ctory  reply  conoeming  in  friendship,  and  were  actually  at  peace  at 

then."    Aocordingly,  no  relaiion  whatsoever  the  time  of  the  said  clandestine  coocurrenco 

haa  been  received  by  the  court  of  directors  of  in  a  design  against  them ;  and  the  said  Haa- 

the  said  nabob's  affaim;  nor  any  account  of  tings  hath  since  declared,  that  the  right  ofooo 

the  money  monthly  paid,  eacept  from  publie  of  them,  namely,   '*  the  right  of  the  Mogul 

fane,  which  reports  that  bis  affiur*  are  in  emperour  to  our  assistance  has  been  conirtanfe 

great  disorder,  hia  servants  unpaid,  and  ma^  ly  acknowledged.'' 
ny  of  them  dianiased,  and  all  the  Muaral- 

men  dependent  cm  his  fiunily  in  a  slate  of  iiw       III.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  at 

digence.  the  time  of  his  treacherous  concurrence  in  a 

design  against  a  power,  which  he  was  hinn 
self  of  opinion  we  were  bound  to  assist,  and 
against  whom  there  was  no  doubt  he  was 

STiu.     TBB  Moovx.  DBLiTBRSD  UP  ro  bound  neither  to  form  nor  to  concur  in  any 

THB  MAHKATTAS.  hostilo  attempt,  did  give  a  caution  to  Colond 

Muir,  to  whom  the  negotiation  aforesaid  waa 

I. — ^Trat  Sh&h  AHom,  the  prince  oom*  intrusted  on  the  part  of  thAompany,  against 

monly  called  the  Great  Mogul,  or,  by  emi-  **  inserting  any  thing  in  the  treaty  which  might 

■ence,  Tfte  Mmgf  is,  or  lately  was  in  the  po»-  ssprsst^  mark  our  knowledge   of  his    [the 

aeasion  of  the  antient  capits^  of  Hindoetan  ;  Mahratta  general's]  views  or  concurrence  in 

and  though  without  any  considerable  teiri-  themJ'*    Which  said  transaction  was  full  of 

toiy,  and  without  a  revenue  sufficient  to  duplicity  and  fraud;  and  the  crime  of  the 

maintain  a  moderate  state,  he  ia  still  much  aaui  Hastings  therein  is  aggravated  by  hia 

respected  and  oonsidered ;  and  the  custody  of  having  some  years  before  withheld  the  trUiute j 

his  person  is  eagerly  sought  by  many  of  the  which  by  treaty  was  solemnly  agreed  to  be 

princes  in  India,  on  account  of  the  use  to  be  paid  to  the  ssld  king,  on  pretence  that  he 

made  of  his  title  and  authority ;  and  it  was  had  thrown  himself,  fi>r  the  recovery  of  his 

for  the  interest  of  the  East-India  company,  city  of  Delhi,  on  the  protection  of  the  Mah- 

that,  while  on  one  hand  no  wars  shall  bs  eiH  rattas,  whom  the  saidWarren  Hastings  then 

tared  into  in  support  of  his  pretsoaions,  on  called  the  mUurol  enemiee  of  the  con^Nny, 

the  other  no  steps  should  be  taken,  wfakh  and  the  growth  of  whose  power  he  then  ^ 

nay  tend  to  deUver  him  into  the  hands  of  leged  to  be  highly  dangerous  to  the  interest 

any  of  the  powerful  states  of  that  country ;  but  of  this  kingdom  in  India.         ^ 
that  he  sboukl  be  treated  with  friewkhip,  good 

laith,  and  respectful  alteotioii.  IV .--That  after  having  concurred,  in  the 

manner  before  mentioned,  in  a  design  of  the ' 

KI«— Thnt  Wanen  Hastings,  in  costradio-  Mahratlas  against  the  Mogul ;  and  notwith- 

tton  to  this  aafo,  jut,  and  hoBovraUa  policy,  standing  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  had 
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tbmueAj  declared,  «  that  with  Mb  [the  Mo-  a  letter  to  hn  from  Im  afenC  Bftjer  Browae; 

gut]  our  connexion  had  been  a  long  tiine  m»-  dated  at  Delhi,  on  the  SOth  of  Deceoiber, 

pended,  and  he  triihed  never  toMetit  rentmml,  178S,  Tiz.  thai  letter,  to  which  die  foregoiag 

as  it  had  proved  a  fatal  drain  to  the  wealth  of  reference!  are  made,  ia  which  the  said  Browne 

Bengal,  and  the  to^asury  of  the  company,  did   direettj   prese,aad   indireeilf  (though 

without  yielding  one  advantage  or  poeaibler^  eufficieotly   and   ■trongty)    Miggeat   leverat 

■onrce,  even  of  remote  ben^ita,  in  return,"  highly  dangeroua  meaauraa  for  realizing  the 

the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  neverthelees,  genenU  oA*era  and  engagements  of  the  said 

on  or  about  the  month  of  March,  178S,  with  Warren  Hastings  ^--proposing,  that  bwideoa 

the  privi^  and  eonsent  of  the  memben  of  the  proportion  of  field-artillery,  ioA  a  train  of 

board,  but  by  no  authoritative  act,  despatch,  battering  caonon  for  dm  purpose  of  sieges, 

as  agents  of  him  the  goremour-general  only,  six  regiments  of  sepoys  hi  the  enopany's  ser- 

and  not  as  agents  of  the  govemourwgeneral  vice  should  be  traiMlerM  to  that  of  the  said 

and  eounefi,  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  cev*  king,  and  that  eeitain  other  oorps  should  also 

tam   persons,    among  whom   were    Major  be  raised  for  the  said  service  in  dbe  Bnglhrii 

Browne  and  Major  E^vy,  to  the  court  of  the  provinces  and  dependencies,  to  be  immedl* 

idng  at  Delhi,  and  did  there  enter  info  ceiw  ately  under  the  king*s  [the  Mogul's}  orderS| 

tain  engagements  wHh  the-  said  king  by  the  and  to  be  maintainml  by  assignments  of  toiw 

means  of  those  agenls,  and   did  carry  on  ritoria]  retenuo  widiin  die  provinoe  of  Oudsi 

eertaui  private  and  dangerous  intrigues  for  a  dependent  saemftMr  of  the  British  govern* 

Tarioas   purposes,  particularly   for  making  ment,  but  widi  a  caudon  against  having  any 

war  in  fiivour  of  die  said  king,  against  some  British  officer  with  the  same ;  the  said  Major 

powera  or  princes  not  precisely  described,  but  Browne  expressing  bis  eantioB  as  foAowoth ; 

which,  as  may  be  inferred  finom  a  subsetpient  — ^*  If  any  Buropean  odieer  be  with  thif 

eoirespoodence,  were   certain   Mahomtedan  oorps,  a  very  niee  jud^seat  indeed  must  d»* 

princes   in  the   neighourfaood  of  Delhi  in  rect  the  choioe;  for  scarce  any  ofe  in  tho 

amity  widi  the  company,  and  some  of  them  smallest  degree jlC  for  miek  employ,  but  mudi 

at  timt  time  m  the  actual  service,  and  in  the  more  likely  to  do  harm  than  good."    And  dm 

apparent  coofideneo  and  fovoor  of  the  said  letter  aforeoaid  being  without  any  oboervatioa 

Mogul ;  and  he  did  order  M^or  &owne  to  thereon,  or  any  disavowal  of  tlm  maltera'of 

oflbr  to  the  Mogul  king  to  provide  for  the  foct,  or  of  the  counsels  so  strongly  and  autho* 

entire  eapense  of  any  troops  tho  8hlh  [the  ritativdy  delivered  therom  by  die  said  War* 

said  king]  might  require ;  and  the  propo4U  rea  Hastings's  agent,  and  without  any  mark 

was  accordingly  accepted  with  the  oonditions  of  disapprobation  of  any  part  of  his  plaSy 

annexed ;  by  ^Hiieh  proposal,  and  aoceptanoo  vrhether  that  of  tho  assignment  of  teirritory 

thereof,  the  East-India  company  was  placed  bekmging  to  the  company's  allies  for  the 

in  a  situation  of  great  and  perplexing  diffi*  nwintenance   of  troops,  which  were  to  bo 

ealTf,  since  either  they  were  toengage,  lU  an  by  that  plan  put  under  the  orders  of  a  foreign 

unlimited  espsnse,  in  new  wars,  contrary  to  independent  power,  or  that  of  employing  tho 

their  orders,  contrary  to  their  general  deciaiw  said  troops  without  any  British  officer  with 

ed  policy,  and  contrary  to  the  pubUshed  reso*  them ;  or  for  his  alarming  observataon  by  him 

hitions  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  whoOy  entering  on  the  company's  records,  whidi,  if 

fneompatible  with  the  state  of  their  finanees ;  not  an  implied  censure  on  the  nature  of  tho 

or,  to  preserve  peace,  they  most  risk  the  im»  service,  in  which  British  ofllcers  are  supposed 

potation  of  a  new  violation  of  faith,  by  do-  bnproper  to  be  trusted,  is  a  alrong^  redeetioa 

parting  (rom  an  agreement  made  on  the  to*  on  the  character  of  tho  British  officers,  vriileh 

hmtaiy  proposal  of  their  own  government;  was  to  render  them  unfit  to  be  employed  in 

the  agent  it  the  said  Hastings  having  do-  an  honourable  serviee-^the  said  Warren  Has- 

dared,  in  his  letter  to  the  said  Hastings,  by  tings  did  thereby  give  a  oountsnance  to  tho 

ham  eonmmnicatod  to  the  board,  *'  that  thol»N  said  unwarrantidilo  and  dangerous  proposab 

^eos  of  assifldngthe  ShlOi  [die  Mogul  em-  and  rofleedods. 


porour]  can  and  mm&t  goon,  if  wo  wish  Id  bo 

in  tndia,  or  ragavded  as  a  nadon  of        VIw— Thai,  a  eonsklerable  tune  before  dm 


foidi  aad  honour."  production  and  ciroulation  of  Mi^Browao't 

letter,  tho  said  Hastings  did  enter  a  minoto 


T.>— That  tho  said  Warren  Hastings  did,  of  consultation,  containing  a  proposition 
en  die  90ih  dayof  January,  1784, send  in  diw  shnilar  in  the  goneral  iakent  to  that  ht  dm 
onlatiea  Co  the  odier  mombom  of  tho  oomwil    said  lettsf  emlainod  for  aapiMing  tho  Mflfri 
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with  a  mtfiUury  force ;  but  the  other  menibers  gnnt  breech  and  violatioa  of  dieir  ordeni 
of  the  board  did  disagree  thereto,  and  being    which  he  waa  bound  by  an  act  of  parliament 

alarmed  at  the  diapoaition  ao  atron^y  ahown  to  obey, 
by  the  said  Haatingi  to  engage  in  new  wara, 

and  dangerouB  foreign  connexiona,  and  poeaibly        VIII. — That  the  aaid   Haatinga  having 

*  haTing  inteQigMice  of  the  proceedinga  of  hia  early  in  the  year  1784  procured  to  himself  a 

agent,  did  caU  upon  him  to  produce  hia  in-  deputation  to  act  in  the  upper  proirinces,  the 

aCructiona  to  Miyor  Browne ;  and  he  did,  on  coimcfl,  being  well  aware  of  hia  dispoeitian  to 

the  6(h.  of  October,  178S,  and  not  before,  enter  engage  in  unwarrantable  designa  against  the 

on  the  consultationa  a  certain  paper,  purport-  neighbouring  statea,  did   etpreealy  confine 

ing  to  be  the  inatructiona  which  he  bad  given  hia  powera  to  the  circumstance  of  hia  actna) 

to  Major  Browne  the  proceeding  March,  tha  reaidence  within  the  company*a  jwovinces ;  but 

time  of  hia,  the  aaid  Browne'a  appointment ;  it  appeara  that  waya  were  (bund  out,  by  which 

in  which  pretended  inatructiona  no  direction  he  hoped  to  defeat  the  precautiona  of  the 

whataoever  was  given  to  the  effect  of  hia,  the  board:  for  the  aaid  Warren  Haatinga  did 

aaid  Haatinga's  minute  of  consultation,  or  write  from  Lucknow,  the  capital  of  the  coubp 

propounded:  that  ia  to  aay,  no  power  waa  try  of  Oude,  to  the  court  of  directora  a  certain 

given  in  the  aaid  inatructiona  to  make  a  di-  poataoript  of  a  letter  dated  4th  of  May,  1784| 

rect  offer  of  military  aid  to  the  Mogul,  or  to  in  which  he  informa  the  court,  that  the  aon 

fonn  the  arrangementa  atated  by  the  aaid  and  heir-i^jparent  of  the  great  Mogul  had 

Browne,  in  hia  letter  to  the  aaid  Hastings,  taken  refuge  with  him,  and  the  nabob  of  Oude ; 

as  having  been  made  by  the  ezpreaa  authority  that  he  hut  a  conference  with  that  prince  oo 

of  the  aiod  Haatinga  himself.    But  the  aaid  the  10th  of  the  aame  month  of  May,  **  no 

inatructicna  oontained  nothing  flirther  on  that  person  being  either  preaent  or  within  hear* 

aobject  but  a  conditional  direction,  that  in  ing*'  during  the  aame,  and  that  in  tlie  aaid 

eaae  a  nuUtary  fi>rce  ahould  be  required  for  owiference  the  prince  had  informed  him  of 

the  Mogul'a  aid  or  protection,  the  Major  ia  the  diatreaaea  of  hia  father,  and  his  wish  for 

to  know  the  service  on  which  it  ia  to  he  the  relief  of  the  king,  and  the  reatoratioD 

employed,  and  the  reaomx^a  from  whence  it  of  the  dominiona  of  hia  houae,  aa  well  as  to 

m  to  be-  paid ;  and  the  inatnictiona  produced  reacue  him  from  the  power  of  certain  peiw 

as  hia  real  inatructiona  by  the  aaid  Haa*  aona  not  named,  who  degraded  him  into  a 

tinga  are  ao  guarded  as  to  caution  the  aaid  mere  inatiument  of  their  intereated  and  sordid 

^f% ■     _  -     m     ^  '  ^*^a'  jft^* J    ».l_     A  /*■!  ^l_*  1* 


Browne  against  taking  <m^  part  tn  <A«  ni»  disigna ;  and  that  on  a  failure  of  hia  ^pti' 

trigfteiofthotwhoareabotUtheking'tp^non,  tion  to  him,  he  would  either  return  to  hia 

By  which  letters,  instructions,  and  transao  fiilher,  or  proceed  to  Calcutta,  and  thence  to 

tions,  compared  with  each  other,  it  appears  England ;  and  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

that   the  si^d  Warren  Hastings,  aftisr  six  did  give  him  an  answer  to  the  following  ef^ 

months*  delay  in  entering  of  (contrary  to  the  feet :  **  That  our  [the  British]  government  had 

Company's  order)  any  instructions  to  the  just  obtained  relief  from  a  state  of  universal 

■aid  Browne,  did  at  last  enter  a  false  paper  warfare,  and  required  a  term  of  repose  ;  that 

as  the  true,  or  that  he  did  give  other  secret  our  whole  nation  was  weary  of  war,  and 

instfuctions  totally  different  from,  and  even  dreaded  the  renewal  of  it,  and  vxnUd  6s 

opposite  to,  his  public   ostensible  instrao-  ejualfy  alarmed  at  any  movementf  tif  toAicA 

tiona,  thereby  to  deceive  the  council,  and  to  it  cotUd  not  see  the  i99U9  or  progrtn^  but 

carry  on,  with  less  obstructions,  dark  and  dan-  which  might  eoentuaUy  ^nd  to  create  now  Aea- 

gerouaintriguea,  contrary  to  the  ordera  of  the  fiKtics,  that  he  came  hither  [to  LucknowJ 

court  of  directora,  to  the  true  policy  of  this  with  a  limited  authority,  and  coukl  not,  if  ha 

kingdom,  and  to  the  safety  of  the  British  pot-  diose  it,  engage  in  any  business  of  that  na- 

aeaaiona  in  the  eaat.  taaro  tm^tout  the  eoneurreneo  of  hie  eolUagut$ 

m  tfffieet  wihn  he  hdiavod  would  be  aoeree  la 

yil.— That  the  aaid  letter 'from  Major  if,  that  he  would  repreeeni  the  same  to  the 

Browne  was  by  the  aaid  Warren  Haatinga  joint  membera  of  hia  own  government,  and 

transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors,  without  wait  their  determination.    In  the  mean  tima 

being  accompanied  by  any  part  of  the  pravi-  he  advised  the  prince  to  make  advancee  to 

ous  correspondence ;  1^  which  wilful  con-  Madajee  Scindia,  both  becauae  our  govem- 

oeahnent  the  aaid  Warren  Haatinga  ia  guil*  mentwaamtntunoteniMfaieornMnicaanen  with 

ty  of  an  high  and  criminal  diareapect  to  him,  and  becauae  he  waa  the  effectual  head  oC 

the  eourt  of  direoCors,  and  of  a  moat  fi»*  theMahrattaatate;  beaidea,  that  he,  the  said 
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Wtnm  Hutmgt,  .fttiwl  Ui   (SeiDdia^]  Ui  Mid  poriUvt  mm!  raeent  «ig»f«Beiils,  or 

takiog  tile  other  side  of  the  qvettaon,  onleM  without  firing  any  eiplanatioo  with  regard 

he  wu  enrlj  prevented."  to  them,  the  mid  Warren  Hastings  must 

appear  to  the  said  prince,  either  as  tlw  person 

IX. — TbM,  in  the  alateaMnt  oC  thk  die*  not  only  eontracting  engagemenu,  but  aclu- 

Morte,  there  is  much  criminal  resenre  to-  ally  being  the  first  mover  and  proposer  of< 

wards  the  court  of  directorsi  it  not  appearing  theiai,  without  sny  authority  from  his  eol- 

fistinctly  what  the  objects  were,  nor  who  the  Uaguf,  and  against  theirs  awi  the  general  in- 

arsons  concerned,  nor  what  tlie  side  wan,  dination  of  the  British  nation,  and  on  that 

vhieh  he  apprehended  the  Mahrattas  mi^t  ground  not  to  be  trusted ;  or  that  tie  had  used 

Ake,  if  not  prevented  by  his  advances ;  and  this  plea  of  disagreement  between  him  and 

b  the  discourse  itself  there  were  many  parti*  his  council  as  a  pretence,  set  up  without  oo- 

eulars  highly  criminal ;  namely,  for  that  in  lour  or  decency,  for  a  gross  violation  of  his 

die  said  conversation,  in  which  he  deecribea  own  engagements ;  leaving  the  princes  and 

himself  as  declining  a  compliance  with  the  slates  of  the  country  no  solid  ground,  on 

request  of  the  prince  on  account  of  the  aver^  which  they  can  or  ought  to  contract  with  the 

don  (therein  strongly  expressed)  of  his  col*  company,  to  the  utter  destruction  of  all  puln 

leagues,  of  the  company,  and  of  the  whole  lie  confidence,  and  to  the  equal  disgrace  of  the 

British  nation,  to  engage  m  any  measures,  national  candour,  integrity,  and  wisdom. 

which  might  even  "  tvetUually  had  to  hotHUm 

tU»^ — he  spoke  to  the  prince  as  if  he  had        X. — ^That,  m  a  letter  dated  from  the  sane 
been  entirely  ignorant  of  the  offers,  which  place,  Lncknow,  the  16th  of  the  following 
bat  five  BMnths  before  had  been  made  to  the  June,  1784,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  in- 
king his  lather  on  the  part  of  that  very  go-  forms   the  court  of  directors,  that  Major 
vemment  (whose  repugnance  to  such  mea-  Browne,  their  agent  to  the  Mo^ul,  had  arriv* 
snres  he  then  for  the  first '  time  chose  to  ed  there  in  the  dtaraeter  also  of  agent  frop 
profess,  but  which  be  always  had  known)  the   Mogul  with  two  sets  of  instructions 
through  Major  Browne  the  company's  repro-  from  two  opposito  parties  in  his  ministryi 
sentativeat  the  court  of  Delhi,  "to  provide  for  which  instructions  were  directly  contrary  to 
the  enHrg  expense  of  any  troops,  which  the  each  other;  the  first,  which  were  the  ostensible 
sh&h  [the  king]  might  require;'^  and  that  this  instructions,  being  lo  engage  the  said  Hast- 
was  '*  what  the  resident  had  tUun^t  pro-  ings,  in  the  Mogul's  name,  to  enter  into  a 
poaed  to  the  liing,  and  his  confidential  mini^  treaty  of  ^mutual  alliance  with  the  chief  of 
ters ;"  the  said  Browne  fiirther  declaring,  the  country,  then  minister  to  the  said  Mogul, 
*'  that  if,  in  consequence  of  the  said  propo-  called  Aflrasaib  Kh&n ;  the  second  were  ^m 
sals,  certain  arrangements  for  the  sh&h's  scr-  another  principal  person,  called  Mudjed  ul 
vice,  by  troops,  were  not  immediately  ordered,  Dowla,  also  a  minister  of  the  said  Mogul 
in  his  opinion  all  our  [English  government's]  (but  styled  in  the  said  letter  eoi|/Uaifaa/,  for 
q^en  and  pronoaeB  will  be  considered  as  distinctimi ;)  which  were  directly  destructive 
lalse  and  insidious."    This  being  the  known  of  the  former ;  and  the  said  latter  instru^ 
state  of  the  business,  as  represented  by  the  tions,  to  which  it  seems  Wedence  was  to  be 
said  Hastings's  own  agent,  and  this  the  pub-  given,  were  sent  "  under  the  most  solemn  ad- 
lic  opitoion  of  it,  although  to  impose  on  the  jurations  of  secrecy."    The  purpose  of  these 
ignorance  of  the  prince  with  regard  to  the  latter  and  secret  instructions  was  to  require 
proceedings  at  his  father's  court  would  have  the  company's  aid  in  fireeing  the  Mogul  from 
kbeen  unworthy  in  itself,  yet  he,  (ho  said  the  oppressions  of  his  servants,  namely,  firom 
Warren  Hastings,  coukl  not  hopo  to  succeed  the  oppressions  of  the  said  jiffro$aU>f  bo- 
in  sudi  imposition,  as  in  the  postscript  aforo-  tween  whom  and  the  company  Mi^or  Browne 
said  he  represents  the  said  prince  [who  was  (at  once  agent  to  that  company,  and  to  two 
the  king's  ekiest  son,  and  thirty-six  years  of  opposite  fiu!tions  in  the  Mogul's  court)  ao 
age]  as  a  person  of  considerable  qualifica*  cepted  a  power  to  make  a  treaty  of  mutual 
tions,  and  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  trans-  alliance  under  the  sanction  of  his  sovereign ; 
actions  at  his  fother's  court,  and  as  one,  who  and   it  does  not  appear,  that  be,  Warren 
bad  long  held  the  principal  and  most  active  Hastings^  did  discountenance  the  double  deal* 
part  in  Uie  little  that  remained  of  the  odmtfi-  ing  and  fraudulent  agencies  of  his  and  tht 
isCrotion  of8h&h  AUrnm.    And  (he  said  Hast-  company's  minister  at  (hat  court ;  or  did  disa- 
ings  conforring  with  a  prince  so  well  instructs  vow  any  particular  in  the  letter  fi'om  him  the 
sd  .without  making  the  slightest  allusions  to  said  Browne,  of  the  SOth  of  December,  I78$| 
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•Cfeitini  tiie  oAn  made  on  Mt  part  to  iIm  ««■  stak,  ttat  ibdr  roMolmeBt  of  guch 

Mogul,  lo  coBtradncory  to  bs  bto  dtclar»>  ekuodettine  iatoriertiKO  wu  to  be  dreaded ; 

tioM  to  the  htk  afipareiit  of  Uat  momreh,  er  but  that,  where  the  powers  were  weak  and  fra* 

did  gire  aaj  r^rimand  to  tba  said  Browne^  gile,  such  intrigues  might  be  allowed. 
or  did  show  anj  mark  of  ditpleasme  against 

*  him,  as  having  actod  without  orders,  but  did  XIU.— That  the  said  Hasting*,  further  to 

again  send  him  with  fSMwed  consequsnos^  to  persuade  (be  eourt  of  directors  to  involve 

the  court  aforesMd.  themselves  in  the  afiBurs  of  the  Mogul,  and  to 

reconcile  thie  measure  with  his  former  con- 

XI. — ^Tha«  the  said  Warren   Hastingt,  duct  and^declarsd  opinions,  did  write  to  them 

still  pursuing  hb  sicUl  enldosigM,  dki  apply  to  the  foUowing  effect ;  that  "  at  that  former 

to  the  eouneal  fior  diseretioaary  powers  reli^  period^  to  whidi  the  ancient  policy  with  re* 

five  to  the  intrigues  and  (aetions  in  the  Mogul's  gard  to  the  Mogul  applied,  the  king's  authori- 

conrt,  giving    asntaaoes  of  Us  resolution  ty  was  suflkiently  respected  [which  be  knew 

not  to  proceed  against  their  sense;  but  the  not  to  be  true«  having  himself  declared,  in 

said  council,  being  fully  srware  of  his  <isposi-  his  minute  of  the  26th  of  October,  1774, 

tioB,  ud  having  Msgor  Browne's  letter,  r»-  *  that  he  renaained  at  Delhi,  the  ancient  capi- 

corded  by  himsirif,  the  said  Warsen  HastinM,  tal  of  the  empire,  a  mtre  cypher  in  the  adroin- 

before  them,  did  reAisa  to  grant  the  said  dm-  istmtioo  of  it']  to  maintain  itself  against 

cretionary  powers ;  but^  on  the  contrary,  did  ooounon  vicissitudes.    That  he  would  not 

«dtort  hks  *'  most  sednlously  and  cautiously  have  advised  interference  if  the  king  himself 

to  avoid,  in  his  oorrespendenes  with  the  difle-  retained  the  exercise  <^  it,  however  feebley  in 

vent  prinoss  in  India.,  whatever  may  commit,  hb  own  hands.    That  if  it  [the  Mogul's 

€Hr  be  strained  into  an  interprsCaitioB  of  com-  authority]  is  sufiered  to  receive  its  final  ex- 

nitting,  the  ceuipany,  either  as  to  their  army  tinction,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  powet 

m  treasure ;"  efcserviugy  *<  that  the  compa*  may  urtss  e/ut^fiU  rwa^  or  what  events  may 

ny*s  orders  are  poailive  against  their  interfe-  be  linked  in  the  same  chain  of  revolution 

.fBttce  in  tim  ebjecto  of  dbpato  between  tkw  with  it:  but  your  interests  sm^  suffer  by  it— 

ooontiy  powars,"  your  reputation  oirtoin^  wi^,  as  his  right  to 

our  assistance  has  6een  eottUantly  adenow' 

ZII.— That  in  order  to  subvert  the  plain  bdgedj  and  by  a  train  of  consequences,  to 
tnd  natural  interpretatiott  given  ly  the  ooun-  which  our  government  has,  not  intentienatly, 
eil  to  the  orders  of  the  court  of  dii«ctors,  and  given  birth ;  but  most  especially  by  the  move- 
to  justify  his  dsageious  intrigues,  the  said  ments,  which  its  ti|/2itence,  by  too  near  an  op* 
Warren  Hastings,  in  his  letter  of  the  16th  proach  has  excited,  it  has  unfortunately  be- 
June,  1784,  to  the  said  court,  did,  in  a  most  come  the  efficient  instrumoit  of  a  great  por- 
insolent  and  oonterapUieos  manner,  endeav-  tion  of  the  king's  present  distresses  and  dan- 
onr  to  peianade  them  of  their  ignorance  of  gers ;"  intimating  (as  well  as  the  studied  ob- 
the  true  sense  of  Iheir  own  orders,  and  to  scurity  of  his  expressions  will  permit  any 
limit  their  prohibition  of  inteiierenoe  with  thing  to  be  discerned)  that  his  own  late  in- 
the  disputes  of  the  country  powers  to  such  trigues  had  been  among  the  causM  of  the  die- 
oountry  powers  as  ars  permaneM ;  express-  tresses  and  dangers,  which,  by  new  intrigues, 
ing  himself  as  foHows :  "  The  fiustion,  which  he  did  pretend  to  remove :  and  he  did  con- 
now  surrounds  the  throne  [the  Mogul's  elude  this  part  of  his  letter  with  some  loose 
throne]  is  widely  diffefeni  from  the  idea  which  general  expressions  of  his  caution  not  to  aflVct 
your  commands  are  intended  to  convey  by  the  company's  interests  or  revenues  by  any 
the  esppssslemi}  to  which  you  have  generally  measures  he  might  at  that  time  take, 
applied  tbefli^  of  ommtry  powers,  to  whidi 

that  of  j)srmflneii0y  i»  a  neeeeaary  cu^vnd;  XTV.— That  the  principle,  so  far  as  dm 

mid  wiJch  may  be  mora  properly  oomparsd  same  hath  been  directly  avowed,  of  the  said 

to  ar  splendid  bubble,  which    the   slightest  proceedings  at  the  Mogul's  court,  was  as  al- 

breath  of  opposition  may  dissipate  with  every  together  irrational,  and  the  pretended  object 

mee  of  its  ezistenee.'*    By  which  CMistnio-  as  impracticable,  as  the  means  taken  in  puv 

tion  the  said  Hastings  did  endsavour  to  per-  suit  of  it  were  fraudulent  and  disbonourab)*, 

soade  the  court  of  directors,  that  they  meant  namely,  the  restoration  of  the  Mogul  in  some 

to  confine  their  prohibitioii.  of  sinister  in-  degree  to  the  dignity  of  his  situation,  and  to 

irignes  to  those  powera  only,  who  could  not  his  free-agency  in  the  conduct  of  his  ajfkirs. 

be  easily  bust  by  them,  and-  whose  strength  For  the  said  Hastingpi,  at  the  very  time,  la 


AQAUmr  JfASmEK  HASnKGS.  tti 


««iikiih»MviihthigrcAlB8tapiMMMtMi»  (besides  the  total  mat  d  attmiHtMyMid 

euBMi   urge   the  pwpom,  which  h*  pi^  citU  ability)  poeeieied  ■•  tenriloriea,  treofta^ 

iendwl  to  hare  ia  victv,  with  regard  to  the  or  other  nNoae  of  eemng  aad  supportinf 

digui^  aad  litarty  of  the  Momi  enperour,  Uae ;  but  was  faiaMolf  eoMy  uphaM  by  his  ir^ 

did  reproBeai  him  as  a  persna  who!^  dtsqualt-  imneeover  hio  laasler ;  aeithor  doch  the  aeid 

fied,  and   evoa  bidiap<wcdr  to  take  aay  ae>  Haetinge  freo  him  eny  mere  thao  the  persona  ' 

live  part  whaisoevw  ia  the  ^nd«rji  c»if  hie  aaora  eflicieat,  wbo  were  to  be  deetroyed, 

own  aflairs ;  aad  thai  aay  elttiMi|H  Tor  thai  frooi  a  dispoaitioo  to  alientta  the  kiag  from 

porpQoe  woold  bo  atterly  inpntftkiibio :  and  aa  ateatiaB  to  his  aSan,  aad  from  all  oonfi- 

thia  he  hath  stated  lo  the  curt  of  diroeieraas  denee  in  hie  own  hxmhf ;  bnty  on  the  oontrap> 

aaiatterofpttblioiMKortrtytiDJaisaidketfteff  vy,  be  briaf*  bimiopward  aa  the  very  irsl 

of  the  I6ibaf  JmiP,  17M,  ia  the  feitowiof  amoag  Iheinstaaoe  beadduoee  to  exemplify 

emphaiical  and  d^ii(lva  tormet  the  praciieet  of  the  mioistera  against  their 

Fe« need  nor  ^  <«tf  ihe  eharvier  af  the  r?irercign  and  his  children. 

;,  n^ioae  iiMrtneesi  and  the  habit  of  long 


tt 


auflbring,  has  debeaed  bis  digaiiy  and  the        XTL«»Thni  the  said  Wanren  Hastings, 
fofUraeaof  his  boueeftiiyoaii/ Mr  ^emr  of*  ft*     imoinniindiim  fa  gi  iieril  If rms,  »nd  jnf  ron 


Iriffmy  cilikcr  His  ens  er  ikt  ethtt.    Whilel     dwnniiig  in  dMatI,  cvtry  part  of  his  owa  pro* 
peraonai  repoee  is  imdisturbed,  ho  will    tended  plan,  as  impraetieeble  in  itsell^  and  as 


frefer  to  live  in  the  «Ma«M<  <iato  «(f  tmli-     mdertahen  in  ibtoiir  of  pereona,  all  of  whom 
ludar  the  releofmen  wboce  views  are    badeecribes  aa  incapable,  and  the  principal 


bounded  by  avarke,  and  die  po«r«r>  which  as  indisposed  to  avail  himaelf  thereof,  nmm 

tbey  derive  firon  bis  authoriiyi  rather  than  hnre  had  some  other  moiivsa  ibr  this  long,  in* 

eommit  any  ihareof  tt  to  bis  own  sons,  tKeon^  trioate,  dm^,  and  laborieaa  proceeding  with 

Ids  affection  far  them  b  bouadlese  hi  every  tfie  liig;n),  whieb  moel  be  sought  in  his  a»> 

other  respect;  from  a  naittfaljealouay^foand*  tions,  aad  the  evident  drift  ud  lendenay 

ed  OB  the  experience  of  a  very  different  oom*  tbereoff  Hid  in   declnrationsy  which   wera 

bination  of  thoee  cireumetaaseei  which  onao  breoght  oat  bf  him  to  serve  other  purpoees, 

serred  as  a  temptation  and  exanink  of  a»-  bm  wWebstrve  laily  to  explain  his  real  in^i 

lawful  ambition  in  the  princea  of  the  royal  ttntions  in  this  tnlrigue. 
line.     His  ministers^  fixtm  a  poUey  more 

reasooable,  have  constantly  employed  every  XYII.— That  the  other  members  of  the 

means  of  inflnenoe  to  confirm  this  (fisposi-  coancil-geheral   having  abundantly  certified 

tion,  and  to  prevrat  his  sons  from  having  any  thmr  avefoeaees  to  his  iatrigHee,  and  even 

■bare  in  the  distribution  of  a^rs,  so  as  to  haviag  shows  apprehensions  of  his  going  peiw 

have  eetablished  a  complete  neurpation  of  the  soaally  to  the  Mogul  and  the  Mabrattaa  for 

royal  prerogative  undor  its  own  eanction  and  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  eame,  the  aaid 

patronage."  Hastinge  was  driven  headlong  to  acts,  whieb 

did  mneh  more  openly  indicaie  the  true  nature 

XV  .<— That  the  said  Warren  HasUngs,  tnd  porpooo  of  his  mnchinatioos ;  for  he  at 

having  given  this  opinion  of  the  sovereign^  length  recurred  directly,  and  wiih  little  die- 

for  wboee  freedDm  he  pretended  eo  anxious  a  gniee,  to  tbe  Mafaratta%  and  did  open  an  in» 

concern,  did  deecribe  the  minister,  with  whom  trigno  with  them,  although  he  was  obliged  tO' 

be  had  long  acted  in  concurrence,  md  from  confom,  in  his  letter  aforeeaid  of  tbe  16th 

whom  he  had  just  received  the  eaCraordinary  June^  1784,  that  the  eioeption,  which  he  con* 

secret  embassy  aforesaid  for  the  purpose  of  tondedtobe  implied  iathe  ordersof  the  court 

effecting  the  deliverance  of  his  master,  the  ef  direolers,  fofbiddiag  the  intermeddling  ia 

Mogul,  from  the  usurpations  of  Us  mmwCefs,  the  disputee  of  "  the  country  powers,''  aam»> 

as  follows :  "  The  first  minister,  Mudjud  ul  ly,  «  powers  not  permflaent,"  did  y  no  meaaa 

Dowla,  is  Malfy  deficient  in  every  military  apply  to  the  Biabrattaa;  and  he  informs  the 

quality ;  conceited  of  hi»  own  superiour  ta^  eourt  of  directoia,  that  he  did,  on  the  very 

lents ;  aad  formed  to  the  practice  of  thai  first  advice  he  received  of  the  flight  of  the 

enoked  poUey  wkitk  gmvoUy  d^miM  iu  oioa  Mogul's  son,  write  to  Mr.  James  AndersoBy 

fvrpom^  but  sincerely  attached  to  his  mas-  to  apprize  die  Mahratia  chief,  Bcindia,  of 


ter."     The  reality  of  the  aaid  attachment     that  event ;"  for  which,  as  be  was  unprepared^ 
was  not  improbable,  but  altogether  uselees,  as    he  deeired  his  [the  aaid  Scindia^s]  advice  foe 


the  said  miniater  was  the  only  one  among    his  oonduct  on  the  occaaion  of  it."    Which 
the  principal  peraoaa  about  the  bing,  who    awthod  of  calling  for  the  advioa  of  a  fiweigB 
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power  to  regulato  hi*  poHtied  conduct,  in-  ntta  chiof.  It  ii  plain,  tiiar«ibro,  Unt  U 
Mattd  of  being  refulnted  therein  by  the  adTioe  did  all  along  concur  with  the  Mahrattae  in 
of  the  British  council  and  the  standing  orders  their  designs  against  the  said  king  and  his 
of  the  court  of  directors,  was  a  prooedore  ministeis,  under  the  treacherous  pretence  of 
highly  criminal ;  and  the  crime  is  aggravated  supporting  the  authority  of  the  former  against 
by  his  not  communicating  the  said  correspon-  the  latter,  and  did  contrive  and  effoct  the  ruin 
denee  to  the  council-general,  as  by  his  duty  he  of  them  ail.  For,  first,  he  did  give  evil  and 
was  bound  to  do ;  but  it  does  abundantly  fiandulent  counsel  to  the  heir  apparent  of  the 
prove  his  concert  with  the  Mshrattas  in  all  Mogul  **  to  make  advances  to  the  Mahrattas,* 
that  related  to  his  negotiations  in  the  Mogul  when  he  well  knew,  and  bad  expressly  oon- 
eourt,  which  were  carried  on  agreeably  to  eurred  in,  the  designs  of  that  state  against 
their  advice,  and  in  stdiserviency  to  their  views  his  fisher's  [the  Mogul's  dominions ;  and  fur* 
and  purposes.  ther  to  engage  and  entrap  the  said  prince,  did 

assert,  that  ^*  our  government "  f meaning  the 
XVIII.— That,  in  consequence  of  the  British  government]  was  in  intimate  and 
cabal  begun  with  the  Mahrattas,  the  said  chief  sworn  connexion  with  Mahadajee  Scindia," 
Scindia  did  send  his  '*  ftmuliar  and  confiden-  when  no  alliance,  offensive  or  defensive, 
tial  ministers  "  to  him,  the  said  Hastings,  be-  appears  to  exist  between  the  said  Scindia  and 
ing  at  Locknow,  with  whom  the  said  Hast-  the  East-India  company,  nor  can  exist,  oth- 
ings  did  hold  several  secret  conferences,  erwise  than  in  virtue  of  some  secret  agree* 
without  any  secretary,  or  other  assistant;  ment  between  him  the  said  Scindia  and  War- 
and  the  said  Hastings  hath  not  conveyed  to  ren  Hsstings,  entered  into  1^  the  hitter  with* 
the  court  of  dvectors  any  minutes  thereof  oat  the  knowledge  of  his  colleagues,  and  the 
but  hath  purposely  involved  even  the  general  government,  and  never  communicated  to  the 
effect  and  tendency  of  these  conferences  m  court  of  directors.  And  secondly,  be  did,  in 
soch  obscurity,  that  it  is  no  otherwise  poss^  order  to  ftuther  the  designs  of  the  Mahrattas, 
Ue  to  perceive  the  drift  and  tendency  of  the  contrive  and  effect  the  ruin  of  the  said  Mogu 
same,  but  by  the  general  scope  of  counsels  and  his  authority  by  setting  on  foot,  tbroiq^ 
and  acts  relative  to  the  politics  of  the  Mogul,  the  aforesaid  Major  Browne,  sundry  perplex* 
and  of  the  Mahrattas  together,  and  by  the  fi-  ed  and  intricate  negotiatoins,  contrary  to  pub- 
nal  event  of  the  whole,  which  is  sufficiently  lie  &tth,  and  to  the  honour  of  the  British  na- 
visible.    For,  tion;  by  which  he  dio  exceedingly  increase  the 

oonAision  and  disorders  of  the  Mogul's  court, 
XIX. — That  the  said  Hastings  had  de-  exposing  the  said  Mogul  to  new  bdignities, 
cUu«d,  in  his  said  letter  of  the  16th  June,  insults,  and  distresses,  and  almost  all  of  the 
1784,  that  the  Mogul's  right  to  our  assistance  northren  parts  of  India  to  great  and  ruinous 
had  been  constantly  acknowledged ;  that  the  convulsions,  until  three  out  of  four  of  the 
Mogul  had  been  oppressed  by  the  lesser  Ma-  principal  chieftains,  some  of  tbem  possessing 
homedan  princes  in  the  character  of  his  <^-  the  territories  lately  belonging  to  Nudjiff 
cers  of  state,  and  military  commanders ;  and  Cawn,  and  maintaining  among  them  eighty 
he  did  plainly  intimate,  that  the  said  Mogul  thousand  troops  of  horse  and  foot,  and  some 
ought  to  be  relieved  from  that  servitude.  And  of  which  chieft  were  the  ministers  aforesaid, 
be  did,  in  giving  an  account  to  the  court  of  being  cut  off  by  their  mutual  disscntions, 
directors  of  the  conferences  aforesaid,  assure  and  the  fort  of  Delhi  being  at  length  deltver- 
them,  that "  his  inclinations  [the  inclinations  ed  to  the  Mahrattas,  the  said  Scindia  be- 
of  the  Mahratta  diief  aforesaid]  were  not  caAe  uncontrolled  ruler  of  the  royal  army ; 
very  dissimilar  from  his  own ;"  and  that  and  the  person  of  the  Mogul,  with  the  use  of 
«  neither  in  this,  nor  in  any  other  instance,  all  his  pretensions  and  claims,  fell  into  the 
would  he  suffer  himself  to  be  drawn  Into  mea-  hands  of  a  nation  already  too  powerful,  to- 
sures,  which  shall  tend  to  weaken  their  omi-  gether  with  an  extensive  territory,  which 
nexion,  nor  in  thii  wen  to  opfnm  hit  [the  said  sntirely  covers  the  compsny's  possessions  and 
chieTiii  indinationt  ,*"  the  said  Hastings  well  dependencies  on  one  side,  and  particularly 
knowing,  at  in  his  letter  to  Colonel  Muir  he  those  of  the  nabob  <^  Oude. 
has  confessed,  that  the  inclinations  of  the  said 

Scindia  were  to  seize  on  the  Mogul's  territo-  XX. — That  the  circumstsnces  of  these 
ries,  and  that  he  himself  did  secretly  concur  countries  did,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  War- 
therein,  though  he  did  not  fennally  insert  his  ren  Hastings  himself,  sufficiently  indicate  to 
concurrence  in  the  treaty  with  the  said  Mah«    him  the  neoessi^  of  not  aggrandizing  any 
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power  «vliats<MTeroa'theirbord«fi,  he  bafii^     AT'*hr"yjlV'n^  ^"'I'^r  Hft"*'"if  Jif'nn- 
In  the  aToTMaid  letter  of  the  Idth  of  June,     tradictiMi  to  mwdry  decUrations  of  his  own 
given  a  deliberate  opinion  of  tiie  eituation  of    oonotrning  the  neeeMiiy  of  curbing  the  power 
Otide,  in  the  words  following :  "  that,  whilst    of  the  Jdabrattas,  and  to  the  principle  of  sundry 
wo  are  at  peace  with  the  powers  of  Europe,  it     measMres  undertaken  by  himself  professedly  for 
is  only  in  this  quarter  that  your  possessioneun-     that  purpose,  and  to  the  sense  of  the  Imuso  of 
der  the  government  of  Bengal  are  Tulnerable."    ^omnons,  espressed  in  their  resolution  of  28th 
And  he  did  further  in  the  said  letter  suite,  that,    Jhiay,  178S,  against  any  measures,  that  tend- 
'*  if  things  had  continued  as  they  had  been  to  that     ed  (o  unite  the  dangerous  powersof  the  Mab- 
time  with  a  divided  government,"  [via.  the     ratta  empire  under  one  active  command,  has 
company's  and  the  vizier's,  which  government    endeavoured  to  pstsuade  the  company,  that, 
lie  had  himself  established,  and  under  wMak  it     *'  whUe  Sciadia  lives,  every  accession  of  tec- 
ever  must  in  a  great  degree  remain,  whilst  the    litory  obtained  by  him  will  be  an  advantage 
said  country  continues  in  a  state  of  depend    1o  this  [the  British]  government  ;*'  which,  if 
enee]  "  the  dighteat  shock  from  a  foreign     it  was  true  ae  respeoiing  the  personal  dia- 
faand,  or  even  an  accidental  m/emel  oomme     -poaitioaB  of  Saiodia*  which  tiiere  b  no  rea- 
fton,  might  have  thrown  the  whole  into  ooofin    eon  tobelieve,  yet  it  was  highly  criminal  to 
sion,  and  produced  the  most  fatal  consequen-    establish  a  power  in  the  JMahratlM,  which 
oes.**    In  this  perilous  situation  he  made  the    sust  survive  the  man*  in  ONifidence  of  whose 
above-recited  sacrifices  to  the  ambition  of  the    peraoaal  dispositions  a  power  more  than  per- 
Mahrattas,  and  did  all  along  so  actively  con»>    aonal  was  given,  and  whioh  may  hereafter 
tenaace  and  forward  their  proceedings,  and     iail  into  hands  disposed  to  make  a  moce.hoe^ 
with  so  full  a  sense  of  their  effeet,  that  In     tile  use  of  it. 
bis  minute  of  the  t4th  December,  1784,  Im 

has  declared,  that  in  the  eountriee,  which  XXU.«^Tbat  In  swossqnaB0«»  of  all  th» 
border  on  the  domfaiiotts  of  the  nabob  visier,  beforeHrecited  inUtgues,  the  Mogul  enperour 
or  on  that  quarter  of  our  own,  in  eflect  thtn  being  in  the  hands  of  the  J\dpiir«ttaB,  he,  the 
it  no  other  power. ^  And  he  did  further  ad-  saU  Mogul,  has  been  obliged  to  declare  the 
mit,  that  the  presence  of  the  Mahratta  obief  head  of  the  Mahratia  stsM  te  be  vicegerent 
aforesaid,  so  near  the  borders  of  the  nabob's  of  the  Mogul  empire,  an  authority  which  su- 
dominions,  was  no  cause  of  suspicion ;  for,  persedes  that  of  visier,  and  has  thereby  con^- 
'*  that  it  is  the  effect  0/  Ais  otsn  nrfMiftriion,  solidated  in  the  Mabratta  state  all  the  powerp 
and  is  so  far  the  effect  of  an  act  of  that  go»  acknowledged  to  be  of  legal  authority  in  !»• 
vemment.  dia;  in  consequesce  of  which  they  have  ac- 

quired, aad  have  actually  already  attempted 

XXI.— That,  in  further  pursixit  of  the  to  uoe,  the  said  claims  of  general  superip- 
saroe  pernicious  design,  he,  the  said  Warren  ority  agwast  the  company  itself;  the  MaJi^ 
Hastings  did  enter  into  an  agreement  to  with-  rattan  skiming  a  right  in  themselves,  to  a 
draw  a  very  great  body  of  the  British  troops  fourth  part  of  the  revenues  of  all  the  provim- 
out  of  the  nabob's  dominions;  asserting,  ess  in  theeempany's  possession,  aad  claiming, 
however  truly,  yet  indirect  contradiction  tohis  in  right  cfthe  Mogul,  the  tributedue  to  him; 
own  declarations,  that  "this  government  by  which  actings  and  doinge  the  said  Hastings 
[meaning  the  British  government]  has  not  any  has  to  the  best  of  his  power  brought  the  Bri- 
right  to  force  defence  with  its  maintenanoe  tiah  provinces  in  India  into  a  dependence  on 
upon  him  »  [the  nabob ;]  and  he  did  thus  not  the  Mahmita  state ;  and  in  order  to  add  to 
onl  V  avowedly  aggrandize  the  Mahratia  state,  the  aforesaid  enormous  claims  a  proponionF 
and  weaken  the  defence  upon  the  frontier,  but  ed  force,  he  did  never  cease,  during  his  stay 
did  as  avowedly  detain  their  captain-general  in  India,  to  contrive  the  means  for  iu  in- 
in  force  on  that  very  frontier,  notwithstand-  crease :  for  it  is  of  public  notoriety,  that  one 
ing  he  was  well  apprized  that  they  had  great  object  of  the  Mahratta  poliqr  is  to 
designs  against  those  dependent  territories  of  unite  onder  their  dominion  the  nation  or  reli- 
Oude,  which  they  had  with  difficulty  been  per-  gious  sect  of  the  seiks,  who  being  a  people 
suailed,  even  in  appearance,  to  include  in  the  abounding  with  soldiers,  and  possessing  large 
treaty  of  peace ;  and  that  they  have  never  re-  territoriea,  would  extend  the  Mahratta  power 
noonceil  their  claims  upon  certain  large  and  over  the  whole  of  the  vast  countries  to  the 
valuable  portions  of  them,  and  have  shown  vortb-weet  of  India, 
evident  signs  of  their  intentions,  on  the  first 
opportunity,  of  asserting  and  enforcing  them.        XXm^That  the  said  WamnHaatinfp, 
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fiirther  to  aogBieat  dw  powwof  the  Mid  Mah-  the  nid  Haftinge,  behig  determined  to  par- 

rattu,  and   to  endanger  the  lafety  of  the  sue  his  echeoie  for  aggrandizing,  at  any  rate, 

British  poasetsioMi  having  established    in  the  Mahraua  power,  in  whose  aduli  growth, 

force  the  said  Mahrattas  on  the  frontier,  as  and  the  recent  etTecis  of  it,  he  could  see  no 

afore  recited,  and  6nding  the  council-general  danger,  did  pursue  the  design  of  war  against 

averse  in  tlmt  sitoation  to  the  with(£awing  a  nation  or  sect  of  religion  in  its  infancy, 

the  British  forces  therefrom,  and  for  disband-  from  whom  he  had  received  no  injury,  and  in 

ing  them  to  the  extent  required  by  the  said  whose  present  itate  of  government  he  did  not 

Hastings,  did  in  k  minute  of  the  4th  Decern-  apprehend   any    mischief  whatsoever ;    and 

ber,  1784,  after  stating  a  supposition,  that,  finding  the  council  fixed  and  determined  <hi 

contrary  to  his  opinion,  the  said  troops  should  not  disbanding  the  frontier  rcgimenu,  and 

not  be  reduced,  propose  to  employ  them  under  thinking,  that  therein  he  had  found  an  advan- 

the  command  of  the  Mogul's  son,  then  under  tage,  be  did  ground  thereon   the  following 

the  influence  of  the  Mahrattas,  in  a  war  proposition: 

against  the  aibresaid  people  or  religious  sect  **  If  the  expense  [of  the  frontier  troops]  is 
called  seiks,  defending  the  same  on  the  follow*  to  be  continued,  it  may  be  surely  better  con- 
ing prindples :  *<  I  feel  the  sense  of  an  obli-  tinued  for  some  useful  purpose,  than  to  keep 
gation  imposed  on  me,  by  the  supposition  I  up  the  parade  of  a  great  military  corps  do- 
have  made,  to  state  the  mode  of  rendering  the  signed  merely  to  lie  inactive  in  its  quarters, 
detachment  of  use  in  its  prescribed  slatioOy  On  this  ground,  therefore,  and  on  the  sup- 
'nd  of  affording  the  eq^ptanmet  ^f  a  cause  position  premised,  I  revert  to  my  original 
for  its  retention."  sentiments  in  favour  of  the  prince's  plan  ; 

but  as  this  will  require  some  qualification 
XXIV.— That  the  said  Hastings  did  ad-  in  the  execution  of  it,  I  will  state  my  re- 
mit, that  Uiere  was  no  present  danger  to  (he  commendation  of  it  in  the  terms  of  a  pro- 
oompaji/spoMessionsfixmi  that  nation,  which  position,  viz.  That  if  it  shall  be  the  resolu* 
could  justify  hkn  in  such  a  war,  as  be  had  d^  tion  of  the  board  to  continue  the  detachment 
dared,  that  the  Mahrattas  wore  the  only  now  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Sir 
power,  that  bordered  on  the  company's  posses  John  Gumming  at  Furruckabad;  and  if  the 
sions  and  those  of  the  vizier;  but  he  did  as-  prince  Mirza  J  ehander  Shah  shall  apply,  with 
sign  as  a  reason  for  geing  to  wsr  with  theni}  ^  caUhority  of  ike  idngf  and  the  eoneurrenct 
their  military  and  enthusiastic  spirit ;  the  ^  Mad^jee  SeindiOf  for  the  assistrjice  of  aa 
hardiness  of  ^  their  natural  constitution ;  the  English  military  force,  to  act  in  conjunction 
dangers,  which  might  arise  from  them  in  with  him,  to  expel  the  seiks  from  the  tcr- 
some  future  time,  if  they  shouM  ever  happen  ritories,  of  which  they  have  lately  possessed 
to  be  united  under  one  bead,  ihey  existing  at  themselves  the  neighbourhood  of  Delhi,  it  may 
present  in  a  state  little  different  from  anarchy;  be  granted,  and  such  a  portion  of  the  said  de- 
and  he  did  predict  great  danger  from  them,  tachment  allotted  to  that  service  as  shall  be 
and  at  no  very  remote  period,  "  if  this  people  hereafter  judged  adequate  to  it." 
be  permitted  to  grow  into  maturity  without 

interruption."    And  though  he  doth  pretend,  XXVI.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

that  the  solicitations  of  the  heir  apparent  of  did,  in  the  said  proposal,  endeavour  to  circuro- 

the  Mogul,  who,  he  says,  did  repeatedly  and  vent  and  overreach   the  council-general,  by 

earnestly  solicit  him  to  obtain  the  permission  converting  an  apparent  and  literal  compliance 


pro|>osal 

ute  aforesaid,  that  "  a  atronger  impulse,  aris-  company's  troops  from  the  vizier's  country,  on 
imj  from  the  hope  of  bUuHng  the  growth  of  a  the  pretence  of  relieving  him  from  the  bur- 
generation,  whose  strength  might  become  faul  then  of  that  establishment,  but  in  reality  with 
to  our  own,  strongly  pleaded  in  my  mind  for  a  view  of  facilitating  the  Mahralta  preten- 
supporting  his  wishes."  sions  on  that  province,  which  would  then  U 

deprived  of  the  means  of  defence.  And 
XXV.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  when  the  council  rejected  the  said  proposal, 
after  forcibly  recommending  the  plan  afore-  on  the  express  ground  of  danger  to  the  pro* 
said,  did  state  strong  objections,  that  did,  "  in  vince,  by  withdrawing  from  the  Mahrattas  the 
his  judgment,  outweigh  the  advantages,  which  restraint  of  our  troops,  the  said  Hastings^ 
might  arise  from  a  compliance  with  it."    Yet     finding  his  first  scheme  in  fovour  of  the  Mab- 
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nttas  against  the  provinceB  dependent  on  die  judfmeot  of  the  wrranti  in  that  settlement, 

oouipanj  defeated  by  the  refusal  of  the  coun-  and  to  gain  from  them  a  factious  countenance 

dl  to  coacar  in  the  said  measure  of  withdraw-  and  support,  previous  to  the  judfmont  aud 

ing  tbo  troops,  did  then  endeaTour  to  obtain  opinidb  of  the  court  c£  directors,  his  lawful 

the  same  purpose  in  a  different  way ;  and  in-  aup^riours. 
•tcsd  of  leaving  the  troops,  according  to  the 

intention  and  policy  ofthe  council,  as  a  check  III. — That  the  court  of  directors  having 

to  thp  ambition  uid  progress  of  the  Mah-  come  to  certain  resolutions  of  fact  relative  to 

rattas,  he  proposed  to  employ  them  in  the  ao-  the  engagements  subsisting    between  them 


tual  furtherance  of  those  schemes  of  aggran-  and  the  rajah  of  Benares,  and  the  manner  in 

dizement,  of  which  his  colleagues  were  jea^  which  the  same  had  been  fulfilled  on  the  part 

ms,  and  which  it  was  tbo  object  of  their  re-  of  the  rajah,  did,  in  the   fiilh    resolution, 

solution  to  counteract.  which  was  partly  a  resolution  of  opinion,  de- 
clare as  follows :— "  That  it  appears  to  this 

XXVII. — That  in  the  whole  of  die  lei-  ocNurt  that  the  conduct  of  the  govemour-gene- 

ters,  negotiations,  proposals,  and  projects  of  nl  towards  the  rajah  whilst  he  was  at  Be- 

tbesaid  Warren  Hastings,  relative  to  tlie  Mo-  nares,  was  improper ;  and  that  the  imprison- 

gul,  he  did  appear  to  puraue  but  one  object,  ment  of  his  person,  thorny  disgracing  bim 

namely,  the  aggrandizement  of  the  lately  hoe-  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  and  otherp,  was 

tile  and  always  dangerous  power  of  the  Mah-  unwarrantable  and  highly  impolitic,  and  may 

rattas ;  and  did  pursue  the  same  by  means  tend  to  weaken  the  omifidcnce,  which  the  na- 

highly  dishonourable  to  the  British  character  tive  princes  of  India  ougnt  to  have  in  the  jus- 

fi>r  honour,  justice,  candour,  plain-dealing,  tke  and  moderation  <^U>e  company's  govem- 

noderation,  and  humanity.  nent." 

— ^«-  IV.— That  the  said  resolutions  being  trans- 
mitted to  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  he,  the 

zax.   Lusi.   OH  TRB  covBT  OF  nid  Warren  Hastings,  did  write,  and  cause 

oiAECTORf .  to  be  printed  and  published,  a  certain  false, 

insolent,  malicious,  and  seditious  libel,  pur- 

T.^>That   Warren   Hasting    Eacpare,  porting  to  be  a  letter  from  bim,  the  said 

was,  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1783,  a  Warren  Hastings,  to  the  court  of  directora, 

kc/vant  of  the  East-India  company,  and  was  dated  Fort  William,  20th  March,  1783, "  cal- 

boond  by  the  duties  of  that  relation  not  only  culated  [as  the  directors  truly  af&rm]  to  bring 

til  yield  obedience  to  the  ordera  of  the  court  contempt,  as  well  as  an  odium,  on  the  court  of 

of  directora,  bat  to  give  to  the  whole  of  their  directora  for  their  conduct  on  that  occasion ;" 

service  an  example  of  submission,  reverence,  and  the  said  libel  had  a  direct  tendency  to 

and  respect  to  their  authority :  and  that  if  excite  a  spirit  of  disobedience  to  the  lawful 

they  should  in  the  courae  of  their  duty  call  government  of  this  nation  in  India  through 

in  queation  any  part  of  bis  conduct,  he  was  iU  ranks  of  their  service, 
bound  to  coodoet  his  defence  with  temper 

and  decency ;  and  while  his  conduct  was  V. — ^That  he,  the  said  Warren  Hastings, 

under  their  consideration,  it  was  not  allowed  among  other  insolent  and  contumacious  charges 

ble  to  print  and  publish  any  of  his  letten  to  and  asperaions  on  the  court  of  directors,  did 

than,  without  their  consent  firat  had  and  ob-  address  ihem  in  the  printed  letter  aforesaid, 

talned ;  and  he  was  bound  by  the  s^e  princi-  as  follows : — "  I  deny,  that  Rajah  Cbeit  Sing 

pies  of  duty,  enforced  by  still  move  cogent  was  a  native  prince  of  India.     Cheit  Sing 

reasons,  to  observe,  in  a  paper  intended  for  is  the  son  of  a  collector  of  the  revenue  of  that 

publication,  great  modesty  and  moderation,  province,  which  his  arts,  and  the  misfortunes 

and  to  treat  the  said  court  of  directora,  his  of  his  master,  enabled  him  to  convert  to  a 

Jawfiil  maatera,  with  respect.  permanent  and  hereditary  possession.    This 

man,  whom  you  have  lku»  ranked  among  the 

II.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  prmeea  of  India,  will   be  astonished,  when 

|)rint  and  publish,  or  cause  to  be  printed  and  be  heara  it,  at  an  elevation  so  unlocked  for  : 

poblished,  at  Calcutta  in  Bengal,  the  narrative  nor  less  at  the  independent  rights  which  i/our 

of  his  transactions  at  Benares,  in  a  letter  commands  have  assigned  him ;  rights,  which 

written  at  that  place,  without  leave  had  of  the  are  so  foreign  to  hi$  concepUona,  that  Idouht 

«oiirt  of  directors,  in  order  to  pr»-oocupy  the  wkeUm  he  wiXL  hhaw  in  vhai  Uai^uage  to  a*- 
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tert  them ;  ttn/eM  th«  ei&mple,  tbftieh  you  Aove  b1«,  and  hi^ly  fanpoHtic,"  to  ta  oflTfliioe  to  hf 

thought  it  consistent  tuiih  justice,  howwr  sp^  tkeni  charged,  and  by  him  dewribed.    Aai 

posite  to  poHcyt  to  »how,  of  becoming  his  adwh-  thoogh  it  be  true,  that  the  expreerioiia  afi>ra» 

eates  against  your  awn  inttreslSf  Aould  tjupim  nid  are  much  too  reserved  for  the  purpoee  cA 

any  qf  your  own  servants  to  be  hisadinserssmd  duly  characterising  the  offenoet  of  the  said 

instructers."  And  he  did  further,  to  bring  into  HastingSi  yet  was  it  in  him  most  iodecoat  to 

contempt  the  authority  of  the  company,  and  libel  the  court  of  directoni  for  the  same ;  and 

to  excite  a  resistance  to  their  lawful  orders,  hit  implication,  from  the  tenderness  of  thm 

frame  a  supposition,  that  the  court  of  direct*  spithets  and  descriptions  aforesaid  used  to- 

ors  had  intended  the  restoration  of  the  rajah  wards  him,  was  not  only  indecMit  but  ui^ 

of  Benares ;  on  that  ground  did  presume  to  grounded,    malicious,    and    scandalous ;   ho 

the  said  libel  to  calumniate,  in  disrospectfal  having  himself  highly,  though  truly,  aggr»- 

and  contumelious  terms,  the  policy  of  tho  vated  *'the  charge  of  the  fojories  done  by 

court  of  directors,  as  welt  at  the  person  whom  him  to  the'  rajah  of  Benares,**  in  order  to 

he  did  conceiTo  to  be  the  object  of  their  pro>-  bring  the  said  directors  into  contempt  and 

tection,  as  followeth : — ^^  Of  the  consequences  suspicion ;  the  paragraphs  in  the  said  libel  be* 

of  such  a  policy,  I  forbear  to  speak.    Most  ing  as  follow :  **  Here  1  must  crave  leave  to 

happily  the  wretck,  whose  hopes  may  he  saeeHsd  say,  that  the  tanas  *  improper,  unwananlft- 

by  the  appearanoes  in  Msfcmout^  is  ill  quoR^  ble,  snd  highly  impolitic,'  are  much  too  geiH 

JUd  to  avail  )umself  of  them,  and  the  fores,  tie,  asdedactions  from  soefa  prenuMs;  and  an 

which  is  stationed  in  (he  province  of  Senates,  avary  reader  of  the  latter  will  obviously  feel, 

is  snjUleient  to  suppress  any  symptoms  ofintsir-  as  he  reads,  the  deduotioos,  which  inevitably 

tiai  sedition;  but  it  cannot  fail  to  create  di^  belong  to  them,  I  will  add,  that  the  striot 

trust  and  suspense  in  the  minds  both  of  the  performance  of  soleam  engagements  on  one 

rulers  and  of  the  people,  and  such  a  slate  is  part,  followed  by  acts  directly  subversive  of 

always  productive  of  disoider.    But  it   is  them,  and  by  total  dispossession  on  the  other, 

not  in  this  partial  consideration  that  I  dread  stamps  on  the  perpetrators  of  the  latter  the 

the  effects  of  your  commands ;  it  is  in  yc«r  guilt  of  the  greatest  fiossible  violation  of 

proclaimed  indisposition  against  the  first  exe-  mith  and  justice.*'***^  There  is  an  appear- 

cutive  member  of  your  first  government  ih  ance  of  tenderness  in  this  deviation  from  plain 

India.    I  almost  shudder  at  the  reflection  of  construction,  of  which,  however  meant,  I 

what  might  have  happened,  had  these  denunei-  have  a  right  to  complain ;  because  it  imposes 

at  ions  against  your  own  minister,  in  favour  of  oti  me  the  necessity  of  framing  the  terms  of 

a  man  universally  considered  in  this  part  of  the  acousati<m  against   myself,  which    you 

the  world  as  justly  attainted  for  his  crimes,  the  have  only  not  made,  but  have  stated  the  lead* 

murderer  of  your  servants  and  soldiers,  and  ing  arguments  to  it  so  strongly,  that  no  one, 

the  rebel    to  yotur  authority,  arrived   two  who  reads  these  cmi  avoid  making  it,  er  not 

months  earlier."  knoso  U  to  haos  boon  intended." 

VI.~That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did        Vn.^That  the  said  Hastings,  being  well 

also  presume  to  censure  and  asperse  the  court  Bware  that  his  own  declarations  did  contatti 

of  directors  for  the  moderate  terms  in  which  the  clearest  condemnation  of  Ids  own  conduet 

they  had  expressed  their  displeasure  against  itom  his  own  pen,  did,  in  the  said  libel,  a>> 

hIm,asputtinghimunderthenecessityof Stat"  tempt  to  overturn,  frustrate  and  render  of 

ing  in  his  defence  a  strong  accusation  against  none  effect,  all  the  proofs  to  be  given  of  pnv 

himself;  and  as  implying  in  the  said  court  varication,  contradiction,  and  oppeeition  of 

a  consciousness,  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  action  to  principle,  which  can  be  used  against 

ofiences  charged  upon  him,  being,  as  he  as»  men  in  public  trust,  and  did  contend,  that  the 

scrts,  in  the  resolutions  of  the  court  of  direc^  same  could  not  be  used  against  him ;  and,  as 

tors,  "  arraigned  and  prejudged  of  a  violation  if  false  assertions  could  be  justified  by  fiictiotn 

of  national  faith  in  acts  of  such  complicQted  motives,  he  did  endeavour  to  do  away  the 

aggravation^  that,  if  they  were  true,  no  pim-  authority  of  his  own  deliberate,  recorded  de- 

ishrnent    SHORT   OF  DEATH  could  olaratlons,  entered  by  him  in  writing  on  the 

atone  for  the  injury  which  the  interest  and  council-bobks  of  the  presidency ;  for  afler  a»- 

crcdit  of  the  public  had  sustained  in  them :"  sorting,  but  not  attempting  to  prevs,  that  hie 

and  he  did  therefore  censure  the  said  court  for  declarations  were  consistent  with  his  conduct, 

applying  no  stronger  or  more  criminating  he  writes  in  the  said  libel  as  follows:  for 

spitheta  than  those  of "  improper,  unwarranta-  **  were  it  otherwise,  they  were  not  to  be  mads 
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die  ridM  of  Bj  oQiuluets  uid  Qod  fbrbi4»  oMvedtkafir«tnoiMBailciiwf»of]roaraflAii«: 

that  every  ezpreuioo  dictated  by  the  inpuiae  in  the  courae  of  it  X  have  ftwanablg  had  la 

of  preaent  emeigeocy,  luxl  uapremeditatcly  ooniend,  not  with  >H-dioary  diffioaltiM,  but 

uttered  in  the  heal  of  party  cootention,  should  such  aa  moat  unnaturally/  oroM  /rpin  the  op- 

inpose  upon  me  the  obU^^ou  of  a  fixed  prioi'  pontion  of  th^ae  vary  powera  from  vMich  I 

opie,  and  be  applied  to  every  variable  oc^  primarily  derived  my  atUkority^  and  tokieh 

caaioa."  lotre  rmuirtd  far  th$  n^p^rt  qf  it.    My  ei- 

•rtiooa,  though  applied  to  an  unvaried  and 

VUI. — That  the  said  Haatinga»  in  order  coniisteot  line  of  actioni  have  been  oGcaaio»> 

to  draw  the  lawful  dependenoe  of  the  servants  al  and  desultory ;  yet  I  please  myself  with 

of  the  company  from  the  court  of  directors  to  the  hope,  that  in  the  annals  of  your  dominion 

n  frctioua  dependence  on  himself,  did,  in  the  which  shall  be  written  aA«r  the  extiactioa  of 

libel  abresaK],  treat  the  acts  and  appoint-  recent  prejudicea,  this   term  of  its  adman- 

menta  of  their  undoubted  authority,  when  ez«  jstration  will  appear  QOt  the  least  conducive 

•rcised  in  opposition  to  his  arbitrary  will,  as  tathe  interesta  of  the  company,  nor  the  kast 

fuinoua  to  their  affairs,  in   the  following  reflective  of  the  hoaiour  of  the  Britiah  name ; 

terms :  *'  It  is  as  well  known  to  the  Indian  vid  allow  me  io  suggest  the  inslriwttve  reilecr 

vorld,  aa  to  the  court  of  £oglish  propria-  tion  of  what  good  might  hfm  keen  ifsne,  on^ 

tors,  that  the  first  declaratory  instruments  of  vhat  evil  prevented,  had  due  mqipori  bam 

the  dissolution  of  my  infiuencp,  in  the  year  ^'van  to  that  adminietrationf  which  ha»  pee* 

1774,  were  Mr.  John  Bristow  and  Mr.  FraA*  Jvrmed  •uek  amimemt  and  wubiHmliat  asrvisss 

<2is  Fowke.     By  your  ancient  and  know^  without  it,** 

Oonstitution  the  governour  haa  bean  ever  held  And  the  aiid  Haatings,  flvtbsr  Io  reader 

Ibrth  and  understood  to  poasess  the  oatenaibj^  tba  authority  of  the  said  court  perfcctly  con* 

powers  of  government;  all  the  correapond*  teaaptible,  doth,  in  a  strain  cfaxttltatkMi  for  hia 

CQce  with  fi:^ei|p  princea  ia  conducted  in  hia  having  escaped  out  of  a  meaauro  io  which 

name ;  and  every  person  resident  with  then  by  his  guilt  he  had  inTolved  the  company  in 

lor  the  wMinsgymcnt  of  your  political  coocerna  «  ruinoua  war,  and  out  of  whiph  it  had  ear 

Ja  uoderstooo  to  be  more  eqwnalfy  hie  repro-  c^Md  by  a  sacrifice  of  alsMst  all  the  tairito* 

tentative,  and  of  hie  cboice—^nd  auch  ought  ries  before  acquired  (from  that  ananiy  which  he 

to  be  the  rule ;  for  how  otherwise  can  they  had  made)  either  by  war,  or  ibrmet  treaties, 

trust  an  agent  nominated  against  thp  will  of  ud  by  the  abandoning  the  company'a  allies 

Ait  principal  ?  When  the  atate  of  this.admin*  to  their  mer^,  attribute  the  said  amppased 

istratiou  was  auch  as  seemed  to  admit  qf  tha  lervices  to  his  acting  io  iuoh  a  aianner  as 

appolnunent  of  Mr.  Bristow  to  the  residency  bad  on  former  occasiooa  eioited  thoir  diaplea* 

9f  Lucknow  without  mucA  diminution  of  w^  sure,  in  the  following  worda  \ 

o«PM  Uifltic&ce,  I  gladly  seized  the  occasion  '*  Pardon,  honourable  airs,  this  digresaiva 

to  abo«i^  ray  re^iness  to  submit  to  your  com-»  exultation ;  I  cannot  suppress  the  pric^  whidi 

manda  {  I  proposed  his  nomination ;  he  was  I  feel  in  this  successful  achievement  of  a 

nominated  and  declared  \f>heike  agent  of  mg  meaaure  so  fortunate  for  your  iotereata,  and 

atcn  choice.    Even  this  effect  of  my  caution  the  national  honour ;  for  that  pride  ia  Iho 

it  d^eated  by  your  abeoiute  command  for  source  of  my  seal,  so  frequently  eierted  ia 

he  re-appmntnunt  independent  of  ne,  and  your  support,  and  never  more  happily  than  ia 

wth  tha  ntppoeitionf  that  X  should  be  adoeree  those  instances  m  which  Ihaoed^pmUdfrem 

to  it.     I  am  now  wholly  deprived  of  my  ofii-  th$  preecribed  and  beaten  path  qf  action,  and 

cial  powera,  both  in  thepro^inco  of.QudO}  qnd  onumed  a  recponeibilily  which  hat  too  fr^ 

in  tha  semindary  of  Banaras."  9Mn%  drown  on  ma  tike  mart  poitUed  iffoctt 

^  your  difpleamtrc.    But  howaver  I  may 

IX. — That  further  to  emancipate  others  yieki  to  my  private  feelings  in  thus  enlarging 

qod  himaelf  from  duo  obedience  to  the  court  QO  the  subject,  my  motive  in  introducing  it 

af  directorsyjie  did,  in  the  libel  aforeaaidy  oo«  w  immediately  connected  with  its  context, 

hanco  hU  sorvjcea ;  which,  without  specific**  and  was  to  contrast  lAs  atttual  4«(f  f/'yavr  jm* 

tion  or  proof,  ha  did  suppose  in  the  said  libel  Utioal  qfaare^  derived  fr9Wi  a  htpfior  in^jim 

to  be  foftortaot  and  valuable,  by  representiog  moe,  with  that  which  might  htm  Mkmdcd  an 

them  M  '^M  imder  their  displeaatve;  and  9ardcr  diceokJion  ^  t<.*^  and  be  did  Talua 

doth  attribute  his  not  having  done  more  to  thaiv  himself  upon  * '  the  patience  and  temper  with 

opposition,  as  foUowelh :-— "  It  ia  now  acon»«  which  be  had  aubmitted  to  all  the  indignitiea 

pCta  period  of  alavsa  TMr«  •inw  I  ^t  r«^  whi«h  hftva  bean  h«qpfd  upoo  him  [mnohig 
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by  th*  nid  eowt  of  dirMton]  in  thit  long  nttenpt  to  justify  his  pnUicadon  of  tho  «tU 

■errice :"  «nd  ho  did  insolently  attribute  to  an  libellous  leiter  to  and  against  the  court  of  di- 

nnusual  strain  of  zeal  for  their  service,  that  rectors  by  asserting  therein,  that  these  resoiu- 

he  "  persevered  in  the  VIOLENT  MAIN-  tions  [meaning  the  resolutions  of  the  court 

TENANCE  OF  HIS  OFFICE.**  of  directors,  relative  to  the  rajah  of  Benorvs] 

**  were  eidur  published,  or  inttniUd  ibr  pub* 

X.--That  in  older  further  to  euite  the  lioation  f  evidently  proving,  that  he  did  Uko 

spirit  of  disobedience  in  the  company's  ser^  this  unwarrantable  course  without  any  suffi- 

yants  to  the  lawful  authority  set  over  them,  cient  assurance  that  the  ground  and  motive 

he,  tho  said  Warren  Hastings  did  treat  con-  by  him  assigned  had  any  existence, 
temptuousiy  and  ironically  the  supposed  dts- 

positi<w  of  the  company^  servants  to  obey  ■ 
the  orders  of  the  court  of  directois  in  the 

words  following:  ^*the  recal  of  Mr.  Mark-  zz.  xabkatta  was,  Airi>  peace. 
ham,  who  was  known  to  be  tho  public  agent 

of  my  own  nomination  at  Benares,  and  the  I.--Tbat  by  an  act  passed  in  1773,  it 
re-appointment  of  Mr.  Francis  Fowke  by  was  expressly  ordered  and  provided,  "  that  it 
your  order,  contained  in  the  same  letter,  should  not  be  lawful  for  any  president  and 
would  place  it  [the  restoration  of  Cheit  Sing]  council  at  Madras,  Bombay,  or  Bencoolen, 
beyond  a  doubt.  7*Ai«  or<f«r  hat  been  obejf'  for  the  time  being,  to  make  any  orders  for 
sd  ;  and  whenever  you  thalt  be  pleated  to  commencing  hostilities,  or  declaring  or  mak- 
order  the  rettoration  of  Cheii  Sing  I  witf  ing  war,  against  any  Indian  princes  or  powera, 
vsMlMfe  to  promite  the  tame  ready  and  eataet  or  fbr  negotiating  or  concluding  any  trea^  erf" 
tidnmetien  in  the  other  membert  of  the  oottn^  peace,  or  other  treaty,  with  any  such  Indian 
oil  ;**  and  he  did,  in  the  postscript  of  the  said  princes  or  powers,  without  the  consent  and 
letter,  and  as  on  recollection,  endeavour  to  approbation  of  the  go vemour- general  and 
moke  a  reparation  of  honour  to  his  said  ool-  council  first  had  and  obtained,  except  in  such 
leagnes,  as  if  his  expressions  aforesaid  had  eases  of  imminent  necessity  as  vronld  render 
arisen  fVom  animoei^  to  them,  as  follovrs  ;  it  dangerous  to  postpone  such  hostilities  or 
**  upon  a  corefiil  revisal  of  what  I  have  writ^  treaties  until  the  orders  from  the  govenrour* 
ten,  I  fear  that  an  expression,  which  I  have  general  and  council  might  arrive.^'  That  ne- 
used  respecting  the  probable  conduct  of  tho  vertheless  the  president  and  council  of  Bom- 
board,  in  the  event  of  orders  being  received  bay  did,  in  December,  1774,  without  the  con« 
for  the  restoration  of  Chett  Sing,  may  be  sent  and  approbation  of  the  govemour-gene- 
construed  as  intimating  a  sense  of  disss-  ml  and  council  of  Fort  William,  and  in  tlio 
tisfaction,  applied  to  transactions  already  midst  of  profound  peace,  commence  an  un* 
past.  It  is  not  my  intenti(m  to  complain  of  just  and  unprovoked  war  against  the  Mahrat« 
any  one."  ta  government ;  did  conclude  a  treaty  with  a 

certain  person,  a  fugitive  (Vom  that  govern- 

XI.— That  the  said  Haistings,  in  the  acts  of  ment,  and  proscribed  by  it,  named  Ragonaut 
injury  aforesaid  to  the  rajah  of  Benares,  did  Row,  or  Ragoba;  and  did,  under  various 
assume  and  arrogate  to  himself  an  illegal  base  and  treacherous  pretences,  invade  and 
authority  therein,  aAd  did  maintain  that  the  conquer  the  island  of  Salsette^  belonging  to 
acts  done  in  consequence  of  that  measure  the  Mahratta  government, 
were  not  revocable  fay  any  subsequent  autho- 
rity, in  the  following  words :  **  If  you  should  II.— >That  Warren  Hastings,  en  the  first 
fMroceed  to  order  the  restoration  of  Cheit  advices  received  in  Bengal  of  the  above  trans- 
Sing  to  the  xemindary,  from  which,  by  the  actions,  did  condemn  the  same  in  the  strongest 
powertwhieh  I  Ugaify potteeted^  and  conceive  terms  ,*  declaring,  that  "  the  measures  adopt- 
myself  legally  bound  to  attert  against  any  tub^  ed  l^  the  presidency  of  Bombay  had  a  tenden- 
ttquent  authority  to  tho  contrary t  derived  cy  to  a  very  extensive  and  indeOhite  scene  of 
from  the  same  eommom  source,  he  was  dispoe-  troubles ;  and  that  their  conduct  was  nnsea- 
sessed  for  crimes  of  the  greatest  enormity,  sonable,  impolitic,  unjust,  and  unauthorized." 
and  your  council  shall  resolve  to  execute  the  And  the  governour-general  and  council,  in 
order,  I  will  instantly  give  up  my  station  and  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  said  unjust  hostili- 
the  senrioe.''  ties,  did    appoint  an  ambassadour   to   dio 

peshwa  or  chief  of  the  Midirmtta  state,  rati- 

XU.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  dent  at  Poona;  and  the  said  ambasMdour 
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4iii»  ftftw  •  loig  Mgolktion,  eoMhidft  a  d»-  bw,  1777,  m  wUdi   Ihtgr  dwltrad,  ^^  tbtft 

iaitive  tmty  of  pMce  wttb  the  laid  poihwa  tfiey  had  afrBed  lo  give  enoouragemenl  to  a 

oa  tanaa  higbly  hoaourable  and  benafidal  U>  ftuijf  formed  ia  Rag oba'i  lavour,  and  flatter* 

tbe  KaaloIiMUa  oomiMuiy,  who  by  the  laid  ed   UMOMelves  they  ihould  aieet   with  the 

tiaaty  obtained  from  tbe  Mahrattaa  a  ceesioo  hearty  concurrence  of  the  goverDour-generai 

of  eooaiderable  tracta  of  covatry»  the  Mal^  and  council  ia  the  meaaurea  they  might  be 

latia  share  of  the  city  of  Broach,  twelve  lacln  obliged  to  pursue  in  conaequence."    That  the 

3f  rupees  for  the  expenses  of  the  said  unjuat  for^  so  described  was  said  to  consist  of  four 

war,  and  particularly  the  island  of  SahMtt%  principal  persons  in  the  Mahratta  stato,  on 

»l  which  the  presidency  of  Bombay  had  poa>  whose  part  some  wertwM  bad  been  made  to 

sensed  thcamelves  by  surprise  and  treachery;  Mr,  William  Lewis,  the  resident  of  Bom- 

Ihat  in  return  for  these  estraordinary  conca^  bay,  at  Poona,  fcr  Ab  am^anf  nf  Uu  coai- 

siooe,  the  artialea  principally  insisted  on  by  pony  to  brin^  Ragoba  to  Poona,    That  the 

the  Mahrattaa,  with  a  view  to  their  own  fu-  said  Warren  Hastings,  immediatoly  on  the  r^ 

tore  iianquillity  and  internal  quiet,  were,  that  ceipt  of  the  preceding  advicea,  did  propoaa 

ne  assMCanet  akamld  6s  gwm  la  aiqr  sa^^  and  carry  it  ia  council,  by  means  of  bis  castinf 

er  ssrvonl  •/  tkt  ptakwmj  that  aknU  eoass  voice,  and  against  the  remonstrances,  argi»» 

^iiCuriaiiees  or  nbiUimt  m  tkt  MahniUk  d^  meats,  and  solemn  protest  of  two  msndiers  of 

Mtaaeas,  and  particularly  that  the  English  tbe  supreme  council,  that  the  sanction  of  that 

tkmdi  nol  asaifl  iZag-snaal  JZow,  to  whom  government  should  be  given  to  the  plan  which 

the  Mahrattaa  agreed  to  allow  five  lacks  of  the  president  and  council  of  Bombay  had 

nipeea  a  year,  or  a  jagbire  to  that  amount,  agreed  to  form  with  the  Mahratta  gover»> 

and  that  he  should  reside  at  Benares ;  that  a»>  ment ;  and  also,  that  a  supply  of  money  (to 

vertbelaas,  the  prssidenqr  of  BonlMLy,  did  tbe  amount  of  tea  lacks  of  rupees)  shoukl  be 

receive  sad  keep  Ragonaut  Row  at  Bombay,  immediatoly  granted  to   the  president  and 

did  finmisk  kim  with  a  eonaidersbieeatabliah*  council  of  Bombay  fur  tk»  9upport  of  thtk 

■Mot,  andoontinue  to  carry  on  aeeret  intrigues  tngagewumlt  a6e«e  mtntioumi  ,*  and  alao,  that 

and  nagotiationa  with  him,  thereby  giving  juat  a  military  force  ahould  be  aent  to  the  presi- 

groond  of  j^lousy  and  distrust  to  the  Msl»-  deacy  of  Boatbay.    That  in  defence  of  theae 

imtia  aUto ;  that  the  lato  Colonel  John  Upton,  reaolutions  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did 

by  whom  tbe  treaty  of  Poorunder  was  nego-  falsely  pretond  and  affirm,  "  that  the  resolup 

tiatod  and  concluded,  did  declare  to  the  g<H  tion  of  the  presidency  of  Bombay  was  fon^ 

veroour-general  and  oonncil,  *'  that  while  R»-  ed  on  such  a  case  <^  inuainent  necessity  as 

gonaut  Row  residea  at  Bombay  in  ezpectap  would  have  rendered  it  dangerou*  to  postpone 

tion  of  being  supported,  the  ministers  can  the  execution  of  it  until  the  orders  from  the 

place  no  confidence  in  the  council  there;  governowgeneral  and  council  might  arrive ; 

which  must  now  be  productive  of  the  greatest  and  that  the  said  presidency  of  Bombay  were 

inconveniences,  sad   perhaps*  in  the  end  of  warranttd  by  tht  treaty  of  Poorvnder  to  join 

fotal  consequences.'*    That  the  said  Warren  in  a  plan  of  conducimg  Ragonaut  Row  to 

Hastings,  concurring  with  his  council,  which  Poona  on  the  application  of  the  ruling  part  ot 

then  consisted  of  Sir  Jolm  C levering,  Ricbaid  the  Mahratta  stato ;"  whereas  the  main  object 

Barwell,  and  Philip  Francis,  Esquires,  did,  of  the  said  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  Mahraitas, 

on  the  18th  of  August,  1777,  declare  to  the  and  to  obtain  which  they  made  many  important 

presidency  of  Bombay,  that  '*  he  could  see  concessions  to  the  India  company,  was,  that 

no  reason    to  doubt  that  the   presence  of  tbe  English  shoukl  withdraw  their  forces,  and 

Ragoba  at   Bombay  would  continue  to  be  give  no  assistance  to  Ragoba,  and  that  be 

aa  mmtpwrabU  bar  to  the  completion  of  the  ahould  be  excluded  for  ever  from  any  share  in 

treaty  concluded  with  the  Mahratta  gover»>  their  government,  being  a  person  wwotr»aU§f 

ment ;  nor  could  any  sincere  cordiality  sad  AeU  in  abhorremet  in  the  Mahratta  empire ; 

good  understanding  be  esublished  with  them,  and  if  it  had  been  true  (instead  of  being,  as  it 

as  kmg  aa  he  should  appcsr  to  derive  encour-  waa  notoriously  false)  that  the  ruling  part  of 

agement  and    support  from   tbe    English.'*  the  administration  of  the  Mahratta  state  soli- 

That  Sir  John  Ckvering  died  soon  afler,  uid  cited  the  return  of  Ragonaut  Row  to  Poona, 

that  the  lato  Edward  Whaler,  Esquire,  sue-  his  return  in  that  case  might  have  been  effect- 

seeded  to  a  seat  in  the  supreme  council.  That  ed  by  acts  of  their  own,  without  the  interposi- 

an  the  29tb  of  January,  1778,  the  govemoar-  ti<m  of  the  English  power,  and  without  our 

general  and  council  received  a  leUer  from  the  interfweace  in  their  aflairs.    That  it  was  Hat 

pasideacy  of  Btfmbay,  dated  12th  Decem-  special  duty  of  the  said  Wanen  Hastings,  db- 
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ihtd  from  %.  tp^ciil  trnH  wpowJ  in  hi«i,  md  w»  bavftwhwd  to  MiiMMt  >  tUmif  aili* 

{Mwer  OMBiaitted  ta  bim  by  parliuMnt,  to  ivy  fore*  aeur  Calp«e,  the  comiwiHag  oil* 

btve  restmiafd,  M  by  Isw  b*  had  tmhoricy  eer  of  whioh  n  Co  be  opdaMd  to  laaich,  by  th» 

to  do,  the  MibordiiMte  prerid«ney  of  Bombay,  noot  practicable  route  to  Bombay,  or  to  euoh 

from  entering  into  hoetilitiee  witb  the  Mab<  other  placee  ae  folnre  ooaurroaeee,  and  yonr 

rattaa,  or  from  making  engageoMOU)  themani*  direetione  to  him,  may  render  it  espodient.*' 

fcettendeocyofwhich  was  to  enter  into  theee  And  with  reepect  to  the  atepeeaid  to  be  taking 

hostilitiee,  and  to  hare  put  a  atop  to  theiui  by  tiu  Pfmuk  to  eteoin  ^aMmiaU  on  <Ac 

if  any  such  had  been  begun.    That  he  was  MaUbat  coaU^  the  said  Wanren  Hastingsdid 

bonnd  by  the  doty  of  hia  <Sfice  to  preserve  ihe  dechve  to  the  preaklency  of  BooBbay,  ^  that 

fldth  of  the  British  goTemnient,  pledged  in  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  gOTemour-general 

the  treaty  of  Poorunder,  inviolate  and  sn-  and  councili  that  no  tiaM  ought  to  be  lost 


ered,  as  well  as  by  the  special  orders  and  in>  in  forming  and  carrying  into  eaeeution  suoii 

strueiions  of  the  East^Iadia  company  to^Ais  meaaoree  an  nngiu  most  efTeotnally  tend  to 

Mention lo the jfruvvation of p§aeethnugkout  frustrate  such  dangerona  deaigna :"— -that  tlie 

IndUi;  all  which  important  dnties  the  said  aaid  Warren   Unitings,  Ihereforo,   inaiend 

Warren   Hastings  did    wiUutly  violate,  in  of  fixing  his  atlention  to  the  preservation  of 

giving  the  sanction  of  the  govemoin^genemt  peace  throughout  India,  as  it  was  hia  duty  lo 

and  council  to  the  dangerous,  fidthless,  and  have  done,  did  continno  to  abet,  enooutage^ 

ill-oonoerted  projects  of  the  president  and  and  support  tlio  dangpatwii  jjNrojeets  of  the 

nouncil  of  Bombay,  herein  before  mentioned^  presidency^  Bombay,  and  did  thereby  mani^ 

ftom  which  the  subsequent  Mshratta  war,  with  bat  n  determined  intention  to  disturb  the 

nil  the  expense,  distress,  and  disgraees,  whioh  peace  of  India,  by  llie  nnfornwato  sueoeas  of 

have  attended  it,  took  their  eommeneement;  which  intention,  and  by  the  oontinned  sffbrta 

■nd  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings  therefom  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  grenter  part  of  Ii^ 

Sf  speciany  and  principally  answerable  for  die  has  been  for  aeveral  years  involved  in  n 

the  said  war,  and  for  all  the  ooneeqoenoea  bloody  and  calamitona  war.    That  both  thn 

thereof.    That  in  a  letter  dated  the  SOih  of  eonrt  of  directors  and  court  of  proprietors  did 

Jsnoary,  1778,  the  president  and  council  of  specially  instmet  the  said  Warren  Hastingai 

Bombay  informed  tlie  govemour-general  and  in  all  his  measures,  "  to  asake  the  safety  ud 

council,  that  in  consequence  of  later  intelli*  prosperity  of  Bengal  his  principal  object^" 

gence  received  from  Poena,  they  ImkI  immedH  and  did  heavily  censure  the  said*  Warren 

uiely  re$olmd  that  imthing fuHktr  could  6e  cfons  Hastings  for  having  employed  their  troops  nt 

nnUn  Saoearam  Bmboo  tha  prineiptA  in  the  9.  great  distanee  from  Bengal  in  n  war  against 

late  treaty  (of  Poorunder)  joined  in  making  the  Robillas,  which  the  house  of  commonn 

a  formal  apptieation  to  them.    ThM  no  stich  have  pronounsed  to  be  wifwiteMS,  and  did  on 

application  was  ever  mode  by  that  person,  that  occasion  expressly  dicdare,  *'  that  they 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  finding  that  disapproved  of  all  such  distant  expeditions  an 

all  this  pretended  ground  for  encaging  in  an  might  eventually  carry  their  forcos  to  anjr 

invasion  of  the  Mahratta  government  had  to-  situation  too  remote  to  adraK  of  their  spoody 

tally  failed,  did  then  pretend  to  give  credit  to,  and  sale  return  to  the  protection  of  liieir  own 

and  to  be  greatly  alarmed  by  tho  suggestions  provinces,  in  case  of  emergoncy.'*    Thai  thn 

of  tho  president  and*  council  of  Bombay,  that  said  Warren  Hastings  nevertheless  ordered 

the  Mahrattas  woro   negotiating   with  the  a  detachment  from  Ihe  Bengal  army  to  croon 

French,  and  had  agreed  to  give  tbem  the  port  the  Jumna,  and  to  proceed  across  the  pcni»- 

of  Chotil,  on  the  Malabar  cnnst,  and  did  affirm  aula  by  a  circuitous  route  through  the  diamond 

that  the  French  had  obtained  poteeteien  ef  country  of  Bundle  Cund,  and  through   thn 

Okat  port;  that  all  Uwse  suggeetions  and  asser-  dommions  of  the  rajah  of  Berar,  situated  in 

tions  were  false;  and  if  they  had  been  true,  the  centre  of  Hindostan,  and  did  thereby  strip 

would  bare  Axmished  no  just  occasion  for  al-  the  provinces  subject  to  the  goverrment  of 

tacking  either  the  Mahrattas,  or  the  French,  Fort  William  of  a  oonsiderable  paft  of  their 

with  both  of  whom  the  British  nation  was  established  defence,  and  did  thereby  disdwy 

then  at  pcw:e :  that  the  said  Warren  Hast-  the  general  instructions  and  positive  orders  of 

ings  did  then  propose  and  carry  the  following  the  court  of  directors  (given  upon  occasion 

resolucion  in  council,  against  the  protest  of  of  a  crime  of  the  same  nature  committed  by 

two  members  thereof,  that,  *<  for  the  purpoee  the  said  Hastings)  and  was  guilty  of  a  higjh 

of  granting  you  (the  presidency  of  Bombay)  crime  and  misdemeanour, 

the  most  factual  supoort  in  ov  power,  That  tho  said  Warren  HastingSi  hnviaf 
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fli0  sMCMra  iHnm  Inlbro  d6wsrib6d  it  oo  odhibito  wst8|  um  to  pomw  tcbcims 
MipportiBg  tboOT  of  the  prMidtncj  of  of  conqtiest,  impolitic  and  unjuit  in  their  do* 
did,  on  Htm  tSd  of  Mardi,  1778,  sign,  ill-concerted  in  the  execution,  and  which, 
'*^  invest  the  said  preddeocj  with  authority  as  this  house  has  resolred,  have  ftrev^Af  ^eof 
to  form  ndMW  alltanco  with  Ragobe,  and  to  emUtmihe*  on  IndtOy  and  enormouM  txpenmr 
••fago  with  him  in  any  seheme  which  dtejr  en  the  Eaai-India  eompawf.  That  the 
•hoohl  deem  eipedisnt  and  safe  for  retrioTing  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  ttd  of  June, 
Ut  alinirs."  That  the  said  Hastings  was  1778,  made  the  following  declaration  in 
tbea  in  possession  of  a  leitterfroni  the  court  of  council :  "  much  less  can  1  agree  that,  with 
directors,  dalisd  the  4th  of  July,  1777,  contain*  such  superiour  advantages  as  we  possess  over 
ing  a  positive  oider  to  the  presidency  of  Bom-  overy  power  which  can  oppose  us,  we  should 
hay,  in  the  following  words  ;  **  Thoogh  that  act  nmfy  on  tke  t^fensivo.  On  the  contrary, 
traaty  (m— ning  tlw  treaty  of  Poonindur)  if  it  be  really  true  that  the  British  arms  and 
is  not  optm  the  wliole  so  agreeable  to  us  as  influence  have  suffered  so  severe  a  check  in 
W0  could  wish,  still  we  are  resolved  strictly  the  western  world,  it  is  more  incumbent  on 
to  adhere  to  it  on  our  parts.  Yov  must  there-  those  who  are  charged  with  ^  interests  of 
faro  be  particniarly  vigilant,  while  Ragoba  is  Ghreat  Britain  in  the  east  to  eactrt  themadvoa 
with  yov,  to  prevent  him  from  forming  any  Jar  He  ntrieval  qf  Uu  natiomd  Ion.  Wa 
ptan  against  what  is  eaUed  the  ministeri^  have  the  means  in  our  power,  and  if  they  are 
patty  at  Poena ;  uid  we  hereby  positively  or-  not  frustrated  by  our  own  dissensions,  I  trust 
dar  yoa  not  to  engage  with  him  in  any  that  the  event  of  this  expedition  will  yield 
adimiio  wlatevsr  in  retrieving  his  affiiirs,  every  advantage,  far  tht  attammtnt  of  which 
tsfehoat  the  oonseat  of  the  govemour^genoral  ii  W€U undertaken.*  That  in  pursuance  of  the 
tad  oevBcil,  or  the  court  of  dirwtors.*  principles  avowed  in  the  preceding  declara- 
That  the  said  Ragoba  nsither  did  or  cooM  lion,  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  on  the  9th  of 
form  any  ptan  for  Ins  restoration  but  what  July,  1778,  did  propose,  and  carry  it  in 
van  and  nmst  he  against  the  ministerial  party  council,  that  an  embassy  should  be  sent  from 
St  Poena,  who  held  and  exercised  the  regency  ^ngal  to  Moodajee  Boosla,  the  rajah  of  Be* 
of  that  state  in  the  infoacy  of  tbe  peshwa ;  ai^  rar,  falsely  asserting  that  the  said  rajah  "was, 
tet,  snpposiiig  him  to  have  formed  any  other  by  interest  and  inclination,  likely  to  join  in 
sdbeins,  in  conjunction  with  BondMy,y»r  re-  an  alliance  with  the  British  government ;  and 
kkuing  hi$  q^iir§f  the  said  Hastings  in  giving  suggesting  that  two  advantages  might  be  effer* 
a  previous  general  authority  to  the  presidency  ed  to  him,  as  the  inducements  to  it ;  first,  the 
of  Bondbay,  to  engage  widi  Ragoba  in  emy  stipport  of  his  pretensions  to  the  sovereign 
nJiemt  for  tfMt  purpose,  without  knowing  power  [viz.  of  the  Mahratta  empire ;]  s^ 
what  such  sdieme  might  be,  and  thereby  relin-  cond,  tbe  recovery  of  the  captures  made  on 
qnishing  and  transferring  to  the  discretion  of  a  his  dominions  by  Nizam  Ally."  That  tLa 
snbordinate  government  that  superintendence  said  Hastings,  having  already  given  full  au- 
•fed  control  over  all  measures  tending  to  ere-  thority  to  the  presidency  of  Bombay  to  engage 
ato  or  provoke  a  war,  whidi  the  law  had  ex-  the  British  faith  to  Ragonaut  Row  to  sup- 
clnsiiely  vested  in  the  governour-generat  port  him  in  hie  pretensions  to  tbe  govern* 
and  council,  was  guilty  of  a  hi^  crime  and  ment  or  to  the  regency  of  the  Mahratia  em- 
nrfbdemeanour.  That  the  said  Warren  Hast*  pire,  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misde- 
lags,  having  first  declared  that  the  measures  meanour  in  proposing  to  engage  the  same  Bri- 
taken  by  him  were  for  the  support  of  the  en-  tish  faith  to  support  the  pretensions  of  ano- 
gagcnonts  made  by  the  presidency  of  Bombay  ther  competitor  for  the  same  object ;  and  that 
n  fovoor  of  Ragal>a«  did  afterwards,  when  it  in  offering  to  assist  the  rajah  of  Berar  to  re- 
appeared that  thoas  negoctations  were  entire-  cover  the  captures  made  on  his  dominions 
If  aU  «ids,  declare  that  his  apprehension  of  by  the  nizam,  the  said  Hastings  did  endea* 
^  consequence  of  a  pretended  tnfrigne  be-  vour,  as  fiu*  as  depended  on  him,  to  engage 
twcen  the  Mahrattas  aiid  the  French  was  tKo  the  British  nation  in  a  most  unjust  and  ut- 
sils  meteve  of  aU  the  late  meaeuree  taken  for  terly  unprovoked  war  against  the  said  nizam, 
At  mppart  of  the  prendency  of  Boenboy ;  between  whom  and  the  East-India  company 
bat  that  neither  of  the  preceding  declarations  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship  did  then  sub- 
ooatained  the  true  motives  and  objects  of  the  sist,  unviolated  on  his  part ;  notwithstanding 
add  Hastings,  whose  real  purpose,  as  it  ap*  the  said  Hastings  well  knew  that  it  made 
pcifed  soon  after,  was  to  onake  use  of  the  su-  part  of  the  East-India  company's  fundamental 
yisrlty  of  the  Britieh  power  in  India  to  cat^  policy  to  support  that  prince  against  the  Mah- 
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nttMM,  vod  to  cmndtr  km  99  one  9f  tk$  f nut  Boocla,  instead  of  onlffKfyMteMn^  of  lAc«la 

nmaining  chi^M  tpho  were  yet  eapiMe  of  eo-  jecU  preeenied  to  hi*  ambition  by  the  said  HasU 

ping  with  the  MahraUa*f  and  that  it  was  ings,  sent  an  army  to  the  frontiers  of  Bengal ; 

the  company's  true  intereet  to  preeerve  a  good  which  army  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  at 

underetanding  with  him.     That  by  holding  length    forced    to  buy  otT  with    twenty-eix 

out  «uch  od^rs  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  the  said  lacks  of  rupees*  or  9iM},00(M.  eteriing,  after 

Hastings  professed  to  hope  that  the  rajah  a  series  of  negociations  with  the  Mahratu 

VMmXri  ufdimtly  eateh  at  the  otfjeet*  preeented  chiefi^  who  oomnMinded  tlUt  army,  founded 

to  hie  umbitiim ;  and  although  tiie  said  Hast-  and  ooaductod  on  principles  so  dishonourable 

ings  did  about  this  time  lay  it  down  as  a  iDa»>  to  the  BriU«}i  name  and  character,  that  the 

iiu,  that  there   ie  alwaye  a  greater  tuLvan*  aocret  committee  of  the  iiouse  of  commons,  by 

tfOge  in  rteeiving  soficifortons  tjutn  in  making  whom  Uie  rest  of  the  proceedings  in  that  busi* 

adoaneeef  he  nevertheless  declared  to  the  said  ness  were  reported  to  the  houee^kaoetvpondne 

rajah,  tliai  in  the  whole  of  fue  conduct  he  had  eoneiderationf  thought  it  proper  to  leave  out 

d^arted  from  the  common  line  of  policy ,  and  the  letter  of  inetruetiene  to  Mr,  AndereaHf 

had  made  advance*  where  othere  in  hie  eituation  viz.  those  given  by  the  said  Warren  Hasttngi 

would  hm>e  waited,  for  eolidtatian ;  that  the  to  the  representative  of  the  British  govem- 

said  unjust  and  dangerous  projects  did  not  ment;  and  concerning  which  the  said  con^ 

take  effect,  because  the  rajah  of  Berar  r»-  mittee  have  reported  in  the  following  terms:» 

fused  to  join  or  be  concerned  therein ;  yet  **  The  schemes  of  policy,  by  whidi  the  go* 

■o  earnest  was  the  said  Hastings  for  the  exe»  Temour-general  seems  to  have  dictated  the  in* 

cution  of  those  projects,  that  in  a  subsequent  structions  he  gave  to  Mr.  Anderson  [the  gea- 

letter  he  daringly  and  treacherously  assured  tleman  deputed]  will  also  appear  in  this  doon- 

the  rajah  "  that  if  he  had  accepted  of  the  terms  ment,  as  well  respecting  the  particular  soccm^ 

offered  him  by  Colonel  Goddard,  and  conciud-  sion  to  the  rmuje,  as  also  the  mode  of  accom* 

ed  a  treaty  with  the  government  of  B^gal  modating  the  demand  of  Chout,  the  establisk- 

upon  them,  he  should  have  hcU  :be  obligation  ment  of  which  was  apparently  the  great  aim  of 

of  it  superiour  to  that  of  any  engagement  Moodajee's  political  mancevres,  while  the  go* 

formed  by  the  government  of  Bombay,  and  vemour-gonerml's  wish  to  defeat  it  was  avow* 

should  have  thought  it  his  duty  to  msimain  it,  edly  more  iatMit  on  the  removal  of  a  nfiminal 

fcc.  against  every  connderatioa  even  if  the  disf>racc,  than  OB  the  anxiety  or  rcsolutic*  to 

moet^wUuable  itUerestt  and  eafay  of  the  Sng"  be  freed  from  an  eipenstve,  if  an  unavoidaMo 

Ueh  *po*eeeaiona   entrueted   to   hie   dkarge,^  encnmberanee.*' 

That  all  the  offers  of  the  bald  Hastings  «rero        That  whil«  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was 

rejected  with  sliglit  and  ifiiiemift  by  the  ra-  endeavouring  In  persaadc  the  rajah  of  Berar 

jaL  of  Berar ;  but  the  same  being  discovered,  to  engage  with  him  in  a  scheme  to  place  the 

and  generally  known  tbroughojit  India  did  fill  said  rajah  at  the  head  of  the  Mahraita  em* 

the  chief  of  the  princes  nnd  DUtes  of  India  pire,  the  preeideaey  of  Bombay,  by  virtue  of 

witli  a  general  suspicion  and  distrust  of  the  the  powers  apecuUy  vested  in  them  for  thtt 

ambitious  designs  and  treacherous  principles  purpose  by  the  Niid  Hastings,  did  really 

of  the  British  govemmenl.  and  wivi  an  uni-  engage  with  Ragonaut  Row,  the  other  com* 

versal  hatred  of  the  British  naiioa ;  that  the  petitor  for  the  same  object,  and  sent  a  great 

•aid  princes  and  states  were  thereby  so  iho-  \mn  of  th«ir  military  force  established  for  tlm 

roughly  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  uniting  defence  of  Bombay,  on  an  eipedition  witb 

amongst  themselves  to  oppose  a  poiver  which  Ragonant  Row,  to  invade  the  doroiniona  of 

kept  no  (kith  with  any  of  them,  and  equally  the  peshwa,  and  to  take  Poena,  the  capital 

threatened    them  all,    that,  renouncing   all  thereof;  that  this  army  being  surrounded  and 

former  enmities  against  each  other,  tkey  uni-  overpowered  by  the  Mahrattas  was  obliged  to 

ted  in  a  common  confederal^  againat  ibe  Eng-  capitulate ;  and  then,  through  the  moderation 

Ush;  viz.  the  peahwa,  as  representative  of  of  the  Mahrattas,  was  permitted  to  return 

the  Mahretta state,  and  Moodajee  BoQsla,the  quietly,  but  very  dUgraeefuUy^  to  Bombay, 

rajah  of  Berar,  that  is,  the  principal  Hindoo  That,  supposing  the  said  Warren  Hastings 

powers  of  India  on  one  side,  and  Hyder  Ally,  could  have  been  justiBed  in  abandoning  the 

and  the  nizam  of  the  dccan,  that  is,  the  prin-  project  of  reinstating  Ragonaut  Row,  which 

cipal  Mabomedan  powers  of  India,  on  the  be  at  first  authorized,  and  promised  to  sup* 

other ;  and  that  in  consequence  of  this  con-  port,  and  in  preferring  a  scJieme  to  place  the 

federacy  Hyder  Ally  invaded,  overran,  and  rajah  of  Berar  at  the  head  of  the  Mahrattaem* 

rained  ibe  Camatic;  and   that  Moodajee  pirc,  be  was  bound  by  his  daty,  as  wall  m  b 
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jwtiea  to  Um  pretUeoej  of  Bombay,  to  gife  fie  iuign and  iptmfMM ^ ikt  d&tmikmmi; 

that  pretidracy  timely  notice  of  such  his  in-  wid  that  on  the  4th  of  March,  1779,  (he 

teoiioo,  and  to  have  reatraioed  them  positive-  aaid    Hasting   immediately   after    reosiv- 

ly  Trom  reeuming  their  own  project ;  that  on  ing  adWoe  of  the  defeat  of  the  Bombay  army 

the  contrary  the  said  Warren  Uastinge  did,  near  Poena,  and  when  B<Nnbay,  if  at  any  time, 

on  the  17ih  of  August,  1778,  again  mukonu  particnlarly  required  to  be  protected  a^nst  a 

the  said  presidency  ^  to  assist  Ragoba  with  French  invasion,  did  declare  in  council,  that 

a  miliury  force  to  conduct  him  to  Poena,  and  he  withtd  for  th§  return  of  lAt  dotaekmtnt  to 

to  establish  him  in  the  regency  there ;  and  so  BoraTf  and  droatUd  to  hear  rf  ita  jfroeotdmg 

hx  from  communicating  his  change  of  plan  to  to  lAe  Moiahar  eoatl;  and  therefore,  if  the 

I                      Bombay,  did   keep  it  concealed  from  that  said  Hastings  did  not  think  that  Bombay 

presidency,   insomuch  that  even  so  late  as  was  in  danger  of  being  attacked  by  the- French, 

the  19ih  of  February,  1779,  William  Horn-  he  was  guilty  of  repeated  &lsehoods  in  wS» 

by,  then  govemoor  of  Bombay,  declared  in  firming  the  contrary  for  the  purpose  of  cover* 

council  his  total  ignorance  of  the  achemesof  the  ing  a  criminal  design :  or,  if  he  thought  that 

said  Hastings,  in  the  following  terms :  "  The  Bombay  was  imiaiediately  threatened  with 

I                       schemes  of  xhfi  goremoar-general  and  council,  that  danger,  he  then  was  guihy  of  treadiery  in 

I                       with  regard  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  bang  yot  ordering  an  army,  necessary  on  that  suppoa^ 

}                      luthumm  to  vs,  it  is  impossible  for  ns  to  found  tion  to  the  immediate  defence  of  Bombay,  to 

any  measures  on  them ;  yet  I  cannot  help  now  halt  in  Berar,  to  depend  on  the  rajah  of  Berar 

obsenrmg,  that  if,  as  has  been  eonjectnred,  the  for  its  snbeequent  operations,  or  on  the  oixmi 

gentlemen  ijf  that  preaidency  have  entertain-  •f  a  negioeiatMMi  with  that  prince,  which, 

!                      ed  thoughts  of  restoring,  in  his  person,  the  an-  as  the  said  Hastings  declared^ieat  HMy  to 

I                      dent  rajah  government,  the  attempt  seems  eauoo  a  vtry  tpewfy  and  ssacnlial  ehango  m 

'                      likely  to  be  attended  with  no  small  diiSculty:"  tho  dongn  and  operotiom  of  ikt   doiaek" 

that  whereas  the  saki  Warren  Hastings  did  umit  ,*  and  finally  in  declaring  that  he  dread- 

I                       repeatedly  affirm,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  ed  le  hear  of  the  oaid  dtiadimenlfe  pro- 

support  the  plan  formed  by  the  presidency  of  .esnlni^  to  the  Midabor  ooa«,  whither   he 

(Bombay  in  fovoor  of  Ragoba,  and  did  re-  ought  to  hare  ordered  it  without  delay,  if, 

peatedly  authorize  and  encourage  them  to  pur-  as  he  has  solemnly  affirmed,   it   was  true 

sue  it,  be  did,  nevertheless,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  had  been  tatdf  bjf  the  hifhett  emtho- 

in  his  letters  and  declarations  to  the  peshwa,  ritjfy  that  a  powerful  arma$nont  had  boon 

to  the  nizam,  and  to  the  rajah  of  Berar,  false*  prepared  m  JFVanM,  the  Jhet  object  of  u>hkk 

)y  and  perfklioasly  affirm,  that  it  never  woe  nor  unw  on  attack  upon  Bondte^  ,*  and   that  ha 

ie  dotigned  by  the  Engtieh  ehiefe  to  give  nip*  knew,  with  moral  certainty,  that  all  the  pow- 

porf  lo  RagonautJtow;  that  he^  Haotingafhad  ere  of  the  adjacent  continent  were  ready  to 

no  idea  of  oupporting  Ragonaut  Row  ,*  and  join  the  invasion. 

fW  tho  detachment  he  had  eent  to  Bombay  That  through  the  whole  of  these  transae- 

wae  eoUfy  to  awe  the  /VencA,  without  the  Uaat  tions  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ban  been 

dmgn  to  aeeiet  Ragonaut  Row ;  that  sop-  guilty  of  continued  fobehood,  fnud,  contra^ 

posing  it  to  have  been  the  ooleprofeaaed  in-  diction,  and  duplicity,  highly  dishonourable  to 

teotion  of  the  saki  Hastings,  in  sending  an  the  character  of  the  British  nation  ;  that,  in 

army  across  India,  to  protect  Bombay  agamst  consequence  of  the  onjust  and  ill-concerted 

a  French  invaskm,  even  that  pretence  was  schemes  of  the  said  Hastings,  the  British 

fidse,  and  used  only  to  cover  the  real  design  arms,  heretofore  respected  in  India,  have  su^ 

of  the  said  Hastings ;  yiz.  to  engage  in  pro*  fored  repeated  disgracea,  and  great  calamities 

jeets  of  war  and  conquest  with  the  rajah  of  have  tteen  therefc^  brought  upon  India  ;  and 

Berar.    That  on  the  11th  of  October,  1778,  that  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  as  well  in  ez- 

he  informed  the  said  rajah,  "  that  the  detach-  citing  and  promoting  the  late  unprovoked  and 

raent  would  soon  arrive  in  his  territories,  imjustifiable  war  against  the  Mahrattas,  as  in 

and  depend  on  him,  Moodajee  fioosia,  for  its  the  conduct  thereof,  has  been  guilty  of  sucdry 

tubsequent  operations :"  that  on  the  7th  of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours, 

l^ecember,  1778,  the  said  Hastings  revoked  That  by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  ooo- 

the  powers  he  bad  before  giren  to  the  presi-  eluded  with  the  Mahrattas  at  Poorunder,  on 

dency  of  Bombay  over  the  detachment,  declare  the  1st  of  March,  1776,  the  Mahrattas  gave 

ing,  that  the  event  of  Colonel  Geddard's  no-  np  all  right  and  title  to  the  ishuid  of  Salsette, 

gociation  with  the  rajah  of  Berar  vat  Shely  onjostly  taken  from  them  by  the  presidency  of 

to  cameo  averytpeo^  and  emntialdiange  in  Bombay ;  dU  abo  give  op  to  the  Bngliaa 
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oon)Mii7  for  erer  all  ri|lit  and  title  to  tbair  boflo  aogi^ed  to  take  part  with  us  in  the  war; 
entire  sharea  of  the  city  and  purgunnah  of  and  that  he  did  so  without  necessity,  since  it 
Broach;  did  also  give  fi>r  ever  to  the  English  appears,  that  Scindia,  the  Mahratta  chief^ 
oompaoy  a  country  oT  three  laciu  of  rupeea  who  concluded  the  treaty,  ta  every  part  qf  hi* 
revenue,  near  to  Broach  \  and  did  also  agree  to  cemfwct  manifetted  a  hearty  desire  of  eUtUtlt^' 
pay  to  the  coaipany  twelve  lacks  of  rupeesi  in  ing  a  peace  with  us ;  and  that  this  was  the 
part  of  the  expenses  of  the  English  army ;  and  disposition  of  all  the  parlies  in  tlie  Mabratta 
that  the  terms  of  the  aaid  treaty  were  honour*  confederacy,  who  were  only  kept  together  by 
able  and  advantageous  to  the  India  company*  a  general  dread  of  their  common  enemy^  the 
That  Warren  Hastings  having  broken  the  English,  and  who  only  waited  for  a  ccssatioA 
said  treaty,  and  forced  the  Miiiurattas  into  of  hostilities  with  us  to  return  to  their  habi* 
another  war,  by  a  repealed  invasion  of  their  tual  and  permanent  enmity  against  each  other, 
oonntry,  and  having  conducted  that  war  in  the  That  the  govemour-general  and  council,  in 
'  manner  herein  before  described,  did,  on  the  17tb  their  letter  of  the  31st  August,  17S1,  made 
of  May,  1783,  by  the  agency  of  Mr.  David    the  following  declaration  to  the  court  of  direo- 

Anderson,  oonciude  another  treaty  of  perp**  tors :  '^  The  Mohrattas  have  demanded  the 

ttial  friendship  and  alliance  with  the  Mahrat-  sacrifice  of  the  person  of  Ragonaut  Row,  the 

tae*  by  whidi  the  said  Hastings  agreed  to  aurrender  of  the  fort  and  territories  of  Ahme- 

deliver  up  to  them  ail  the  countries,  places,  dabad,  and  of  the  fortress  of  Gualior,  vjkich 

cuiea,  and  forts,  particularly  the  island  of  art  noC  ours  to  givtt  and  which  toe  could  not 

Basscin,  (taken  irom  Jhe  peshwa,  during  the  wrest /rom  the  proprietore  unthout  the  greateel 

war,)  and  to  relinquish   all  claim  to  the  violation  <if  pnMicfoitK    ^o  state  of  affairs, 

omintry  of  three  lacks  of  rupees,  ceded  to  the  in  our  opinions,  could  warrant  our  acquies- 

oompany  by  the  treaty  of  Poorunder :  thai  oence  to  such  requisition ;  and  W9  are  morally 

the  saM  Warren  Hastings  did  also,  at  the  certain,  that,  had  we  yielded  to  them,  such  a 

same  time,  by  a  private  and  aeparate  agree*  ecmsciousness  of  the  state  of  our  affairs  would 

mmt,  deliver  up  to  Madajee  Scindia  the  whole  have  been  implied,  as  would  have  produced 

ef  the  city  of  Broadi ;  that  is,  not  only  the .  an  effect  the  very  reverse  from  that  for  which 

share  in  the  said  city,  which  the  India  com-  it  waa  intended,  by  raising  the  presumptioii 

pany  acquired  by  tl)e  treaty  of  Poorunder^  of  the  enemy,  to  exact  yet  more  ignominioua 

bnC  the  other  share  thereof,  which  the  India  terms,  or  perhaps  their  refusal  to  accept  of 

company  possessed  for  several  years  before  any ;  nor,  in  our  opinion,  would  they  hava 

that  treaty ;  and  that  among  the  reasons  a»«  failed  to  excite  in  others  the  same  belief,  and 

signed  by  Mr.  David  Anderson  for  totally  the  consequent  decision  of  all  parties  against 

stripping  the   presidency  of  Bombay  of  a()  us,  as  the  natural  consequences  of  our  de« 

theirpossessions  en  the  Malabar  coast,  he  has  eline."    That  the  said  Hastings  him^'^olf,  in 

declared,  that  *<  from  the  general  tenour  of  his  instructions  to   Mr.  David  Andersen, 

the  rcs<  of  the  treaty,  the  seiilemeat  of  Bom-  after  authorizing  him  to  restore  ofi  that  \vq 

bay  weuld  be  in  future  pat  on  such  a  fooling,  had  conquered  during  the  war,  expressly  "  c:c- 

tbat  it  might  well  become  a  question  whether  ceptcd  Ahmedabad,   and  the  territory  con- 

the  possession  of  an  inconsiderable  territory,  quered  for  Futty  Sing  Gwicowar."    That 

without  forts,  would  not  be  attended  with  more  nevertheless  the  said  Hastings,  in  the  peace 

loss  than  advantage,  as  it  must  necessarily  concluded  by  him,  has  yielded  to  wery  one  of 

occasion  considerable  expense,  must  require  the  conditions  reprobated  in  the  proceeding^ 

troops  for  its  defence,  and  might  probably  in  declarations,  as  ignominious, and  incompatibla 

the  end  lead,  as  Scindia  apprehended,  to  a  ivith  public  faith. 

renewal  of  war."  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  afaan* 

That  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  having  in  don  the  ranna  of  Gohud,  in  the  manner  a]« 

this  manner  put  an  end  to  a  war  commenced  ready  charged ;  and  that  the  said  ranna  haa 

by  him  without  provocation,  and  continued  not  only  lost  the  fort  of  Gualior,  but  all  hit 

by  him  without  necessity,  and  having  for  own  country,  and  is  himself  a  prisoner.— 

that  purpove  mcde  so  many  aserifices  to  the  That  the  said  Hastings  did  not  interpose  to 

Mahratlas  te  poiats  of  etsontial  istarest  to  obtain  any  terms  in  favour  of  the  nabob  of 

the  India  company,  did  oonsenl  and  agree  to  Bopaul,  who  was  with  i^rcat  reason  desiroue 

ether  articles,  utterly  dfebonoorable  to  the  of  concealing  from  the  Mahruttas  the  attacln 

British  name  and  character,  having  sacriSoed  ment  he  had  borne  to  die  English  govern- 

er  abandoned  every  ona  of  the  native  princes,  meat ;  the  said  nabob  having  a  just  dread  of 

«ko^  by  JUt  foUcitatioQs  and  promisee  bid  the  daJoger  of  bciAg  exposed  to  the  resentment 
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if  the  MMtfKttM,  tad  no4tipmAtmm<m  ikm  loeh  trwofaCToiw  datertion  of  the  nid  Rago* 

fUib  And  protectioR  or  the  English.    That  be  is  oot  capable  of  being  justified  by  any 

by  the  tth  article  of  the  treaty  with  Futty  plea  of  nooeaeity ;  but  that  in  fiiet  no  such 

Sing  it  waa  atipalatad,  that,  when  a  Begocia^  neoassity  exuted ;  since  it  appears,  that  the 

tion  for  peaee  shoald  take  plaee,  his  interest  nizam,  who  of  all  the  contracting  parties  in 

kboold  be  primarily  eonaidered;  and  that  Mr.  the  conlederacy  was  personally  most  hostile 

David  AndersoB,  the  minteier  aiad  represent*-  to  Ragoba,  did  himself  propose,  that  Rogoba 

liire  of  the  goYemoiuwgeneral  and  council,  did  mij^t  have  an  option  given  him  of  residing 

declare  to  Scindia,  tlMt  it  waa  UMiiapeaeably  within  the  company^s  territories. — That  the 

hiciimbeiit  on  «s  to  aopport  Futty  Siag^  plan  of  negociating  a  peace  with  the  Mah- 

rights.  imttas  by  application  to  Scindia,  and  through 

That  neferfhelesa  erery  aoquiBition  aaade  his  mediation,  waa  earnestly  recommended  to 

for  or  by  the  said  Putty  Sing  during  the  war,  the  aaid  Hastings  1(y  the  presidency  of  Bom* 

partleolarly  the  fort  and  terricoriea  ef  Ah-  hay,  ao  early  as  in  February,  1779,  who  stated 

medabad,  were  given  up  by  the  aaid  Hast*  clearly  to  hun  the  reasons  why  such  appli- 

ings :  that  Patty  Sing  waa  rapUeed  undar  cation  ought  to  be  made  to  Scindia  in  pre* 

the  acAjection  of  the  peafawa  (wbeee  reaen^  ierence  to  any  other  of  the  Mahratu  chiefs, 

ment  he  had  provoked  by  taking  part  whh  ua  and  why  it  would  probably  be  successful ;  the 

in  the  war,)  and  under  an  obligMioo  to  pay  a  truth  and  justice  of  which  reasons  were  fully 

tribute,  not  apeoified,  to  tiie  peahwa,  and  to  evinced  in  the  issue,  when  the  said  Hast- 

peribrm  such  services,  and  to  be  aubjeot  te  inga,  after  incurring,  by  two  years*  delay,  all 

such  obedience  aa  had  long  been  eatabliahed  the  loaaea  and  distreeses  of  a  calamitous  war, 

and  costomary ;  and  tliat,  no  limit  being  filed  did  actually  pursue  that  very  plan  with  much 

to  audi  tribute  er  servieea,  the  aaid  Put^  leaa  effect  or  advantage  than  might  have  been 

Smg  has  been  left  wholly  at  the  raaicy  of  the  obtained  at  the  time  the  advice  was  given. 

Mahrattaa.  That  he  neglected  the  advice  of  the  presi* 

That  with  respect  to  Ragoba,  the  aaid  Haat-  dcncy  of  Bombay,  and  retarded  the  peace, 

inga,  in  his  instnietions  to  Mr.  Anderao^  aa  well  aa  made  ila  conditions  worse,  from 

dated  4th  of  November,  1781,  contented  hiai-  an  <teiinate  attachment  to  his  project  of  an 

self  with  saying,  "  We  cannot  totally  abandon  alliance  offeosive  and  defrasive  with  the  rajah 

ihe  interests  of  Ragonant  Row.    Bndeavour  oTBerar,  the  object  of  which  was  rather  a 

to  obtain  for  him  an  adequate  proiviaion."<—  new  war,  than  a  termination  of  the  war  then 

That  Mr.  Anderson  declared  to  Madajee  existing  against  the  peshwa. 
Scindia,  "  that  aa  we  had  given  Ragoba  pro»        That  the  said  Hastinga  did  further  embar^ 

tection  as  an  independent  prince,  and  net  sasa  and  retard  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  by 

brought  him  into  our  settlement  aa  a  prisoner,  emplojring  different  ministers  at  the  courta 

we  conid  not  m  honour  pretend  to  impoee  the  of  the  aeveral  confederate  powers,  whom  he 

smallest  restraint  on  his  will,  and  he  must  he  aeverally  empowered  to  treat  and  negociate  a 

at  liberty  to  go  wherever  he  pleased ;  that  it  peace.    That  these  ministers  not  acting  in 

most  rest  with  Scindia  himself  to  prevail  on  eonoert,  not  knowing  the  extent  of  each  oth- 

hhn  to  reside  in  his  country ;  all  that  we  er*a  commissions,  and  having  no  instructions 

nuld  do  was  to  agree,  after  a  reasonable  time,  to  oonnnunicate  their  respective  proceedings 

to  withdraw  our  protection  from  Inm,  and  not  to  each  other,  did,  in  effect,  counteract  their 

to  insist  on  the  payment  of  tiie  atipend  lo  aeveral  negociations. — That  this  want  of  con- 

hlm,  as  Scindia  had  propcaed,  unleea  on  the  cert  and  of  simplicity,  and  the  mystery  and 

condition  of  his  residing  in  some  part  of  Soi*-  intricacy  in  the  mode  of  conducting  the  nego- 

dia's  territories."  ciation  on  our  part,  was  complained  of  by  our 

That,  notwithstanding  all  the  prseediBg  do-  miniatera  as  embarrassing  and  disconcerting 

elarations,  and  in  violation  of  the  public  fiUth  to  us,  while  it  was  advantageous  to  the  ad- 

r^eatedty  pledged  to  RasdA,  he  was  total-  verae   party,  who  were   thereby    furnished 

ly  abandoned  by  the  aaid  Hastings  in  Ike  with  opportunity  and   pretence   for  delay, 

treaty  no  provision  whatever  being  raadeeven  when  it  suited  their  pmpose,  and  enabled  to 

for  his  subsistenee,  but  on  a  ooadition*  to  play  off  one  set  of  negociators  against  an- 

which  he  could  not  submit  without  the  cer-  other ;  that^  it  ahto  croaied  jealousy  and  dia- 

lain  loss  of  his  liberty,  and  probable  ha-  trust  in  the  various  contending  parties  with 

imrA  of  his  life,  namely,  that  lie  should  vo-  whom  we  were  treating  at  the  same  time,  and 

luntarily,  and  of  his  own  accord,  repair  to  to  whom  we  were  obliged  to  make  contradiiw 

Scindia,  and  quietly  reeide  with  him.    That  tory  professions,  while  it  betrayed  and  ei* 
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posed  to  them  all  our  own  eagerness  and  ment  whh  a  fbrnial  ohaennuMe  of  it,  and 
impatience   for  peace ;   raising  thereby  the  taught  them  bow  they  might  at  once  be  paiw 
general  claims  and  pretensions  of  the  enemy,  ties  in  a  peace  with  Hyder  Ally,  and  in  an  of- 
That  while  Dalhousie  Watherston,  Esquire,  fenaive  alliance  for  immediate  boctiUty  against 
was  treating  at  Poonah  and  Darid  Anderson,  him.    That  these  lessons  of  public  duplicity 
Esquire,  in  Scindia's  camp,  with  separate  and  artifioe,  and  these  devices  of  ostensible 
powers  applied  to  the  same  object,  the  min-  &ith  and  real  treachery,  could  have  no  effect 
ister  at  Poonah  informed  the  said  Walher-  but  to  degrade  the  national  character,  and 
ston,  that  he  had  received  proposals  lor  peace  to  inspire  the  Mahrattas  themselves,  with 
from  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  with  the  approbation  whom  we  were  in  treaty,  with  a  distrust  in 
of  Sir  Eyro  Coote ;  that  he  returned  other  our  sincerity  and  good  faiths.— That  the  ob« 
proposals  to  the  said  nabob  of  Arcot,  who  ject  of  this  fraudulent  policy  (via.  the  utter 
had  assured  him  (the  minister)  that  those  destruction  of  Hyder  Ally,  and  a  partition 
proposals  would  6c  acceded  to,  and  that  Mr»  of  his  dominions)  was  neither  wise  in  itself, 
Macpherson  would  set  out  for  Bengal^  tffter  or  authorised  by  the  orders  and  instructions 
which  orders  should  be  itfiTnediatdy  dupakh-  of  the  company  to  their  servants ;  that  it 
ed  from  the  honourable  the  gavertwur-gene»  was  incompatible  with  the  treaty  of  peace,  in 
ral  and  eouncil  to  the  effect  he  wished.    That  which  Hyder  Ally  was  included,  and  contn- 
the  said  nabob  "  had  promised  to  obtain  and  ry  to  the  repeated  and  best  understood  in* 
forward  to  him  the  expected  orders  from  Ben-  junctions  of  the  company ;  being,  in  the  first 
gal  in  Jlfteen  days,  and  that  he  was  there-  place,  a  bargain  for  a  new  war,  and  in  the 
fore  every  instant  in  expectation  of  their  arri-  next  aiming  at  an  extension  of  our  territory 
val ;  and  observed,  that,  when  General  God-  by  conquest.    That  the  best  and   soundest 
dard  proposed  to  send  a  confidential  person  to  political  opinions  on  the  relations  of  these 
Poonah,  he  conceived  that  those  orders  must  states  have  always  represented  our  great  se> 
have  actually  reached  him  ;"  that  therefore  curity  against  the  power  of  the  Mahrattas  to 
the  treaty,  formally  concluded  by  David  An-  depend  on  its  bejng  balanced  by  that  of  Hy* 
deraon,  was  in  effect  and  substance  the  same  der  Ally ;  and  the  Mysore  country  vs  so 
with  that  offered,  and  in  reality  concluded  by  placed  as  a  barrier   between  the  Camatic 
the    nabob    of   Arcot,  with    the    excepti<MB  and  toe  Mahrattas,  as  to  make  it  our  inte- 
only  of  Salsette,  which  the  nabob  of  Arcoc  rest  rather  to  strengthen  and  repair  that  bar- 
had  agreed  to  restore  to  the  Mahrattas.  That  rier,  than  to    level  and  destroy   it.    That 
the  intention  of  the  said  Warren  Hastings  the  said  treaty  of  partition  does  express  it- 
in  pressing  for  a  peace  with  the  Mahrattas  on  self  to  be  eneniuoL  with  regard  to  the  making 
terms  so  dishonourable,  and  by  measures  so  and    keeping  of  peace ;    but    through    the 
rash  and  ill-concerted,  was  not  to  restore  whole  course  of  the  said  Hastings's  proceed- 
and   establish  a  general  peace    throughout  ing,  he  did  endeavour  to  prevent  any  peace 
India,  but  to  engage  the  India  company  in  a  with  the  sultan  or  nabob  of  Mysore,  Tippu 
new  war  against  Hyder  Ally  and  to  make  Saheb,  and  did  for  a  long  time  endeavour  to 
the    Mahrattas  parties  therein.     That  the  frustrate  all  the  methoth  which  could  have 
eagerness  and  passion  with  which  the  said  rendered  the  said  treaty  of  conquest  and  par- 
Hastings  pursued  this  object,  laid  him  open  tition  wholly  unnecessary, 
to  the  Mahrattas,  who  depended  thereon  for  That  the  Mahrattas  having  taken  no  effec- 
obtaining  whatever  they  should  demand  from  tual   step   to  oblige    Hyder  Ally   to  make 
us. — That  in  Order  to  carry  the  point  of  an  good  the  conditions  for  which  they  had  en- 
offensive  alliance  against  Hyder  Ally,  the  gaged  in  his  behalf,  and  the  war  continuing  to 
said  Hastings  exposed  the  negociation  for  be  carried  on  in   the  Camatic  by   Tippoo 
peace  with  the  Mahrattas  to  many  diffSeulties  Sultan,  son  and  successour  of  Hyder  Ally, 
and  dei&ys.     That  the  Mahrattas  were  bound  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  George  undertook, 
by  a  clear  and  recent  engagement,  which  upon  their  own  authority,  to  open  a  negocia- 
Hyder  had  never  violated  in  any  article,  to  tion  with  the  said  Tippoo ;  which  measure, 
make  no  peace  with  us  which  should  not  tfiough  indispensably  necessaiy,the  said  Haat- 
include  him;    that  they  pleaded  the  sacred  Sngs  utterly  disapproved  and  discountenanced, 
nature  of  this  obligation  in  answer  to  all  our  expressly  denying  that  there  was  any  ground 
requisitions   on  this  head,  while  the  said  or  motive  for  entering  into  any  direct  or  se- 
Hastings,  still  importunate  for  his  fiivourite  parate  treaty  with  Tippoo ;  and  not  c<msent- 
poiiit,  suggested  to  them  various  means  of  re-  ing  to,  or  authorizing  any  negociation  for 
conciling  a  substantial  breach  of  their  engage-  such  treaty,  until  after  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
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Ikm  Iwl  bMB  broock  dboiil  with  him  bv  thtt  March,  1784,  afitiiMt  the  pnaUmcy  of  thiu 

pmidaocy  of  Fort  St.  Goorge,  in  August,  place,  without  aoj  eoauDUBination  thereof  to 

177S,  and  the  miaiilerB  of  Tippoo  had  boeo  the  said  prandeocy,  the  eaid  complaint  being 

joeeived  and  treated  with  by  that  preadeacy,  addretaed  to  the  nid  Warren  Hastings,  the 

and  coaamiasioners,  in  rotnm,  actually  sent  substance  of  which  coanplaiat  was,  that  he 

)ff  the  said  presidoicy  to  the  court  of  Poo-  (the  nabob)  had  not  been  made  a  party  to 

nth ;     which    late   and    reluctant    consent  the  late  treaty  :  and  although  his  interest  had 

and  authority  were  extorted  from  him  the  been  sufficiently  provided   for  in  the  said 

mid  Hastings  in  consequence  of  the  acknow-  treaty,  the  mid  Warren  Hastings  did  sign  a 

lodgement  of  his  agent  at  the  oowt  of  M»-  declaration  on  the  SSd  of  May,  at  Lucknow, 

dsjoe  Scindia  (upon  whom  the  said  Warren  fenning  the  basis  of  a  new  article,  and  mal^ 

Hastings  had  dopmded  ior  enlbrcing  the  claiH  inga  new  party  to  the  treaty,  after  it  had  been 

am  of  the  Mafaratta  treaty)  of  the  precarious  by  all  partim  (the  supreme  council  of  Cal- 

Bern  of  such  dependence,  and  of  the  nwemi  cntta  iaehided)  completed  and  ratified  and  did 

ty  of  that  dire^  and  separate  treaty  with  tmnsmit  the  mid  new  stipulation  to  the  presi- 

Tippoo,  so  long  and  so  lately  reprobated  by  dsncy  at  Calcutta  solely  fer  the  purpoees, 

the  mid  Warren  Hastings,  notwithstanding  and  at  tbs  instigation  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot , 

the  infiimation  and  entreatim  of  the  prmi-  and  the  said  declaration  was  made  without 

dsncy  of  Fort  8t.  George,  as  well  as  the  any  prerious  cooHniinication  with  the  pr»* 

known  distresses  and  critical  situation  of  the  sidency  aibreaaid,  and  in  consequence  there* 

company's  afiairs.  That  though  the  said  War-  of  orders  were  seat  by  the  council  at  Calcutta 

ran  Hastiags  dad  at  length  give  instmctiona  to  the  presidsnqr  of  Fort  St.  George,  under 

iernegoetating  and  making  peace  with  Tippoo,  Iks  motrwtt  tknaU  m  eosi  of  di$oMienee; 

csprsmly  adding,  that  those  instracttona  ea-  ifrinch  ordera,  whatever  were  their  purport, 

tended  to  all  the  pointa,  which  ocenried  to  woald,  as  an  undue  assumption  of  and  partici- 

him  or  them  as  capable  of  being  agitated  or  palion  in  the  govemmeat,  torn  which  be  waa 

gained  upon  the  occasion  ;■  though  the  said  absent,  becoaw  a  high  misdemeanour;  bqt, 


instractions  were  amt  after  the  said  coamis-    being  to  the  purport  of  opening  the  mid  tr< 
sioaers   by   the   presideaey    of   Fort    St.     ty  after  its  solemn  ratification,  and  proposing 


George,  withdirectioas  to  obey  them ;  tboagfa  a  new  clause,  and  a  new  party  to  the  same, 

not  only  the  mid  instructions  were  obeyed,  was  also  an  ag^vation  of  such  miaderoean* 

bat  advantages  gained,  which  did  not  occur  our,  as  it  tended  to  convey  to  the  Indian  pow- 

to  the  said  Warren  Hastings  ;  though  the  ers  an  idea  of  the  unsteadinees  of  the  coun« 

mid  peace  fcnaed  a  contrast  with  the  Mah*  cils  and  determinalimis  <^  thu  British  govern* 

ratta  peeoe,  in  neither  ceding  any  territory  ment,  and  to 'take  away  all  lelianoe  on  its 

poeeessed  1^  the  company  belbre  the  war,  ea^gemeau,  and  as,  above  all,  it  exposed  the 

or  delivering  up  any  dependant  or  ally  to  the  aflbirs  of  the  nation  and  the  company  to  the 

vengeanee  ^  his  advermriea,  but  providing  baxard  of  seeing  renewed  all  the  calamiiim 

fcr  the  restoration  of  all  the  countries  that  of  war,  from  whence  by  the  boaclusion  of  the 

bed  been  takea  from  the  company  and  iheir  t*.i%ty  they  had  enmrged,  and  upon  a  pro* 

allim ;  theagh  the  sopreme  council  of  Cal>  tenoe  so  weak  as  that  of  proposing  the  nabob 

cutta,  fimaing  the  legal  government  of  Ben-  of  Areet  to  be  a  party  to  the  same,  though  be 

gal  in  the  abmaee  of  tbe  mid  Warren  Hast-  had  not  been  made  a  party  by  the  said  Warren 

ings,  ratified  the  mid  treaty,  yet  the  mid  Hastings  in  the  Mahratu  treaty,  which  pro- 

Warrsn  Hastingi,  then  absent  from  the  seat  of  femsd   to  be  fiw  the  relief  of  the  Camatic  ; 

government,  and  out  of  the  province  of  Bengal  though  he  was  not  a  party  to  the  former 

and  forming  no  legal  or  integml  part  of  the  treaty  with  Hyder,  also  relative  to  the  Csxnsp 

government  during  sudi  absence,  did,  after  tic ;  ilynigh  it  was  not  certain  if  the  treaty 

such  ratification,  usurp  the  power  of  acting  as  were  once  opened,  and  that  even    Tippoo 

a  part  of  such  government  (as  if  actually  sit-  shoukl  ihen  consent  to  that  nabob's  being  a 

ting  in  council  with  the  other  members  of  the  party,  whether   bo  (the  said  nabob^  would 

same)  in  the  consideration  and  unqualified  agree  to  the  clausm  of  the  same,  and  coaas 

eensure  of  the  terms  of  the  said  peace.    That  qaently  whether  the  mid  trmty,  once  opened) 

tbe  nabob  of  Aroot,  with  whom  the  mid  eoaU  afterwards   be  concluded— an  unceiw 

Hastings  did  keep  up  an  unwarrantable,  dan*  tainty,  of    which    he,  the   said   Hastings, 

imtiut  correspondence,  without  any  con^  should  have  learned  to  be  aware,  having  aU 

■uiaication  with  the  presidency  of  Madras,  ready  once  been  dimppointed  by  the  said  na> 

wrote  a  letter  of  comptainr,  dated  the  f  7th  of  bob^s  rsfiising  to  accede  to  a  treaty,  which  hsb 
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iheMiidW^n«DHMUagi,]DitdBferhia«Mi  fcr^  lh»  oouboH,  U  iMrmA  ■mlhig,ftfl  ki» 

the  Duteh  about  a  year  Mors.  tan  r«c«i«^  by  bim  in  the  eoorae  of  aodieoi^ 

That  the  laid  Wairea  Uastingi  haring  iwipondenoe  ibr  their  mfennatioa." 

hroken  a  BoleoiD  and  bonoanble  treaty  ofpeacB  And   the  govemour  geneiai  and  conok 

by  an  unjust  and  unprovoked  war ;  fttaving  were  tberein  forther  oidtoredy  ^  that,  in  tnov- 

neglected  to  conclude  that  war  when  he  might  Mting  the  buefneae  of  their  depaifunt  they 

have  done  it  without  loet  of  honour  to  Uie  siieuU  enter,  with  the  ntaost  perapicuity 

nation ;  haviagptotted  and  ooMrired asftraa  and  esaoHMaa,  all  their  proceedingi  whalee 

depended  on  h^  to  engage  the  India  ooa»-  «rer ;  and  all  diwta,  if  auch  dimihi  at  any 

pany  in  another  war,  aa  soon  aa  the  fenaer  ti»»  be  UMuie  by  any  inewbwr  of  their  board, 

should  be  concluded ;  and  having  at  last  put  together  with  all  letters  sent  er  received  in 

an  end  to  a  most  unjust  war  against  the  Mah-  the  course  of  their  oorreapendenoe ;  and  that 

rattasbyamost  ignominious  peace  with  then,  btoltan  ssds  of  such  pmoesdings,  to  tiie  latest 

in  which  lie  sacrificed  objects  essentisl  to  the  period  peesible,  be  transmitted  to  them  (the 

interests,  and  submitted  to  conditions  utterly  oeurt  of  direotars  ;)  a  oompUte  aet  at  the  end 

incompatible  with  the  honour  of  thia  nation,  of  every  year,  and  «  duplicnte  by  the  nect 

and  wiih  his  own  declared  aense  of  the  di^  oonveyanoe.** 

honourable  nature  of  thoee  conditions ;  and  That  in  defiaaoe  of  the  said  orders,  and  in 

having  endoavonred  to  open  anew  the  treaty  breach  of  the  abore-feeited  act  of  parti^i 

concluded  with  Tippoo  Sultan,  through  the  ment,  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings  has,  in  sa»* 

means  of  the  preaideiM^  of  Fort  St.  George,  dfy  instaness,  oonoealed  from  hia  council  the 

upon  pfinaiples  of  justiiee  and  honour,  and  oorrespondenoe  cairied  on  between  him  and 

which   eaiabliafaed   pence    in    India;    and  the  prinoea  or  country  powers  in  India,  and 

thereby  eapoeing   the   British   puesumams  negleoted  to  osmmunicale  the  advices  and  In- 

there  to  the  renewal  of  the  dangers  and  oaln-  telligenoa  he  tirom  time  to  time  received  Iran 

Bities  of  war>--has  by  those  several  ants  bosn  the  Britidb  residents  at  tbe  diierant  ceans  k 


guilty  of  sundry  high  crimen  and  misd*-    India  to  the  other  members  of  the  gofen»> 
meanours.  meat ;  and  without  thev  ioMwIedge,  counsel, 


or  participation,  has  de^atdied  orders  en 
matlsrs  of  the  utmost  oonsequence  to  the  in- 
tsrsMs  of  the  oompany* 
zzi.  comsBSPOinmiroB.  That,  moreover,  the  aaid  Warren  Uan^ 

ings,  ftff  the  purpose  of  covering  hia  own 
That  by  an  act  of  the  ISth  year  of  his  improper  and  dangerooa  praetioee  fram  hv 
present majeety, entitled" an afct for eslablisb-  employers,  has  withheld  ftom  the  court  of 
ing  certain  regulations  for  the  better  nmnagn-  dinctors,  upon  sundry  oceasioili,  copies  of 
ment  of  the  affairs  of  the  East  India  company,  the  prooeedings  had,  and  the  correspondenee 
as  well  in  India  as  in  Europe,"  "  The  govsr-  annried  on  by  him  in  his  official  capacity,  an 
vour-geneiml  snd  council  are  roqnirsd  mid  di-  goveraonr-general,  whereby  the  court  of  di- 
rected to  pay  due  obedience  to  all  such  ordera  rectors  have  been  kept  in  ignorance  of  mal- 
as  they  shall  receive  from  the  court  of  directcn  ters  which  it  highly  imported  them  to  know, 
of  the  sakl  united  company,  and  to  correa-  and  the  a(fiurs  of  the  company  have  been  en- 
pond  from  tiuM  to  time,  and  constantly  and  posed  to  much  inconvenience  «id  injury, 
diligently  transmit  to  the  said  court  an  exact  That  in  all  such  oonceahnents  and  acts 
particular  of  all  advices  or  intolligenoe,  and  df  done  or  ordered  without  the  oonaont  and  aa- 
all  transactions  and  mattara  whataoever,  that  thority  of  the  supreme  council,  the  said  War- 
ahall  come  to  their  knowledgo,  relating  to  the    ren  Haattogs  has  been  guilty  of  high  crii 


government,  commerce,  revenues,  or  intereat    and  misdemeanoura. 
^  the  said  unitsd  company." 

That,  in  consequence  of  the  above-recltad 
net,  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  generd 

instructions  of  the  19th  March,  1774,  to  the        zm.    htobts  or  rwmooLA  shait, 
govemottr-general   and   council,  did  direct,  fte.  Bsronn  tbs  txsatt  qt 

^that  the  correepondence  widi  the  prineea  or  lasl-daiw. 

wuntry  powers  in  India  ahould  be  oanried  en 

through  the  govemour-general  only ;  but  tfatt  I.— That  the  nabob   Fysoola  Kfais, 

ill  letters  to  be  sent  by  bIm  shonkl  be  first  ap»    who  now  holds  of  the  viiier  the  leiiiteiy  of 
proved  in  counril ;  and  that  he  shoukl  lajb^    Kampore,  Shambad,  and  certain  other  di»> 


AGAINST  WARBSM  HA8TINQS.  SQQ 


trieta  d«p«MlMt  thanoB,  w  the  eovmiyof  the  awfiil  naaair  Co  th«  faoeroeitj  uui 

BohilUe,  b  the  aecood  eoa  of  a  prince,  re-  Dimity  of  thia  natioo,  ^*  by  whose  meane  he 

Downed  iD  the  hiatory  of  HiodoelaD  under  the  hoped  io  God,  that  ha  ehould  receive  justice ;" 

DDBW  of  All  MohaaoMd  KhAo,  some  time  and  as  *'  the  peraon,  who  desired  the  war, 

sorereignof  all  that  part  of  Rohilcund,  which  was  oo  more;"  as  **  in  that  he  was  himself 

is  partacularly  distinguished  hy  theappella-  guiltless ;" and,  as  "he  had  never  acted  in 

tion  of  the  kntleehr.  such  a  manner  as  for  the  vizier  to  have  taken 

hatred  to  his  heart  afiinsi  him ;  that  he'might 

11.— -That  after  the  death  of  AU  Moham-  he  re-iastated  in  his  ancient  poasessioos,  the 

aforesaid,  as  Fyaoola  Kh4n,  together  country  of  his  fioher.* 
with  his  eUer  brother,  was  then  a  prisoner  of 

war  at  a  place  called  Hsnt,  "  the  Rohilla  V.— That  on  the  last  of  the  three  datea 

chasft  took  possassien  of  the  ancient  eelataa  "  above  sBentiooed,  that  is  to  say,  on  the  f  7th 

of  thecaptive  princes ;  and  the  Nabob  Fyioo-  of  May,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh^  did  also 

la  KfaAn  was  from  necessity  compelled  to  send  to  the  conmander-in-chief  a  vakeel,  or 

waiTo  his  hereditary  righu  for  the  inconside-  ambassadour,  who  was  authorized  on  the  part 

rsMe  districts  of  Rampore  and  Shawabad,  of  him  (the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khftn,  his  maa- 

tfaen  estimated  to  produce  from  six  to  eight  ler)  to  make  a  specific  offer  of  three  proposi- 
kcks  of  awHial  reveaue.                                  ^  tions ;  and  that  by  one  of  the  said  propoai^ 

lions,  "  an  annual  increase  of  near  400,00tf. 

nid— That  hi  1774,  on  the  invasioD  of  would  have  accrued  to  the  revenues  of  onr 

RoUIcwhI  by  the  united  armies  of  the  Yizier  ally,  and  the  immediate  aoquisicion  of  above 

Shnja  nl  Dowla  and  the  company,  the  Ni^  30Q|000(.  to  the  oonpany,  for  their  influence 


bob  FymoSaKUUi,**  with  some  of  his  ppople,     in  effecting  an  aooommodation  perfectly  cob> 
preeent  at  the  deciaivo  battle  of  Gk.    aiMant  with  their  engigemeDU  to  Um  rizier," 


George,"  where  HafisRhanet,  the  great  lend>    and  strictly  cotwonsnt  to  the  demands  of> 
of  the  Robillas,  and  many  others  of  their 


principal  chieft  were  alain;   butt  earaping 

from  the  slanghter,  Fyzoola  KhAn«<  made  his  VI^^Tbat  so  great  was  the  confidence  of 

rcUaat  good  towaids  the  BMHmtaina,  with  all  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  KhAn  in  the  just,  hu- 

hts  treasure.*'   He  there  collected  the  scatter^  mane,  and  liberal  foeliags  of  Englishmen,  as 


ad  remains  of  his  eoontrymeo ;  and  as  he  was  to  <<  lull  him  into  an  inactivity  **  of  the  moat 
the  eldest  surviving  son  of  Ali  Mohammed  essential  detrimeot  to  his  mtereeto ;  since, 
Kh4n,  as  too  the  moot  powerful  obstacle  to  "  in  the  hopes,  which  he  entertained  fitmi 
bis  preteMioMB  was  vow  removed  by  the  death  the  interpoeilioB  of  our  government,**  he  de- 
of  Hafe,  he  aeems  at  length  to  have  been  olined  the  invitation  of  the  Mogul  to  join  the 
generally  acknowledged  by  his  natural  soi^eotB  anna  of  his  m^ty  and  the  Mahraltas,  **  ra- 
the ondoobled  heir  of  hii  Other's  authority.  fiissd  any  oonnezion  with  the  Seiks,"  and  did 

oven  neglect  to  take  the  obvious  precaution  of 

IV .— That, "  regarding  the  oaered  siaoer^  ^roasiag  the  Gangea,  as  he  had  originally  ia- 

tf  and  firiendsfaip  of  the  English,  whoeegoed-  tended,  While  the  river  was  yet  fordable,  a 

aeas  and  celebrity  is  every  where  knows,  movement  which  would  have  enabled  him  cer- 

wfao  dispossess  no  one,'*  the  Nabob  F7*ooIa  liinly  to  baffle  all  pursuit,  and  probably  <«  to 

Khftn  made  early  overtwos  for  peace  to  €<►  keep  the  vizier  in  a  state  of  disquietude  for 

looel  Alennder  Champion,  oommawler-iiH  the  remainder  of  his  life." 
chief  of  the  company's  forces  in  Benipal :  that 

he  did  propoee  to  the  said  Colonel  Alazsnder  VII.— That  the  commander-in-chief,  Colo- 


Champion,  in  three  letters,  reoerved  on  the  nel  Alezander  Champion  aforesaid,  "  thought 

I4th,  tdth,  and  27th  of  May,  to  pat  himself  nothing  could  be  more  honourable  to  this  na- 

trader  the  protection  either  of  the  company  oa  tion  tfaui  the  support  of  so  exalted  a  ch»> 

of  the  vizier,  through  the  nediatioa,  and  with  ractnr ;  and  whilst  it  could  he  done  on  termc 

the  gmrantea  of  the  company ;  and  that  he  dkl  so  advantageous,  soppomd  it  very  unlikelyi 

offer  "  whatever  was  conArred  upon  him,  to  that  the  vakeel's  proposition  shouU  bereceiv- 

pay  as  much,  without  dwnage  or  deficiency,  as  ed  with  iadifierence ;"  that  he  dki  aooording- 

any  other  person  would  agree  to  do ;"  atating  ly  refer  it  to  the  administration  through  Wai^ 

at  the  same  time  hit  condition  and  pretea-  ren  Hastings,  Esquire,  then  govemour  of  Fort 

lions  herein  before  recited,  as  frets  "  evident  William,  and  president  of  Bengal ;  and  be  dkl 

as  the  sua ;"  and  appealing  in  a  forcible  and  at  the  same  time  enclose  to  the  said  Warraa 
Vot.  III.— 17.                                         M 


MD                                    A&TI0LB3  or  OIASOB 

Butin^  a  letter  fton  tbs  Nibdb  FyMok  sodi  a  yriartpii  u  U|^  d— grti^  t*  As 

KhftD  to  the  nAA  Hutingt ;  whieh  letter  doM  justioe  and  heaeur  of  the  Eagluh  dum,  aid 

BOt  appear,  bot  moft  1m  eiippoeed  to  hare  HioduMiitaUy  iajarious  to  aw  intareata,  i». 

been  of  tbe  eame  tenoar  with  ^loae  Mbra  aaaiuch  ae  it  hath  an  taunadiale  tandeaegr  to 

cited  to  the  coomaoder^iiM^hier;  of  whkb  '  eaoite  dbtruet,  jealooeyt  fear,  and  hatrod 

cbo  copies  w«re  aent  to  the  eaid  Hiatiofe  by  a^aiaat  ue  anoag  all  the  aoberdinto  potc»> 

the  comaiander-m-dner;  and  ha  (the  oouh  tateeof  Uiodoetan. 
iDafider*>iii^«hieraforeeaSd)  after  arging  to  the 

acid  Hastings  sondry  good  and  eogeat  arg»>  X.— That,  in  piaaeumieu  of  the  said  <!•> 

menu  of  policy  and  prudence,  in  fiivonr  of  the  tpotic  prineiple,  the  piaaideat  ( Wanan  Haea» 

Nabob    Fyzoola   Kh4n,  did   conclude   by  ings  albresaid)  did  persist  to  obstnaA,  aa  Ar 

**wiabing  for  nothing  ao  nuchas  fiM-theadop-  as  in  him  lay,  arary  sdvanoe  towards  an  a^ 

tion  of  seine  measure,  that  might  strike  all  oommodation  betweea  tlie  Visier  Bhaja  vl 

the  powers  of  the  east  with  admiratian  of  our  Dowla,  and  the-Nabob  Fyaoola  Khim;  and 

JtutioB,  in  contrast  to  the  conduct  oTthe  visier."  partionlarly  on  the  16th  of  Sapiamhac,  onl|r 

eight  days  after  the  said  Haatiags,  in  aea^ 

Vm.— That  in  answer  to  such  laadable  juaetion  with  the  other  memhera  of  tho  select 

^wish  of  ffae  said  commander-in-drief,  thepr^  coesmittae  of  Bengal,  had  pabKely  lestiSad 

•ident  ( Waitea  HaMings)  preftrring  his  own  his  fo^is/bstion  in  thapraapaotof  awaateaMM^ 

prohibitad  plans  of  eitended  dominion  to  the  dotion,  snd  had  hopid  that  "  his  eicellency 

aslld,  equHible,  and  wise  policy  inculcated  (the naier)  would  be  disposed  tooonoiUalatha 

in  the  standiag  orders  of  his  superioors  and  atfections  (of  the  Rohtllas)  to  his  goiaiumcut 

now  enforced  by  the  rsoommendation  of  the  ^  tuetdiug  to  ieaaeni  lirms,-"  he,  the  said 

-eoramandeMn-ehief,  did  inMract  and  <*deaire  "  Hastings,  did  vararthaleM  writa,aDd  withmtt 


1am,  the  said  eommaider^n-chlef;  **  instead    Ae  consent  or  Amowledge  of  his  ooUeagaaai 
«(  soHdling  tlie  Tisier  to  reluiquish  his  ooa-    4Ui  privately  deapatch,  a  aertain  answer  ta  a 


quest  to  Fysoola  Khiui,  \o  discourage  it  as    inter  of  the  oonmaaderwtn-chicf ;  ia  whiek 
much  as  was  in  his  power ;"  although  the  said    answer  the  said  Hastiaga  did  aipress  atbor 


did  not  once  eapress  or  even  inti*    eewfradiifwy  Aflpst,  namely,  thai  the 
^mata,  aay  doidM  whatever  of  the  Nabob  Fy*    anndsr-ia-ohtef  had  lasslserf  en  piaM 
ttoeHa  Kh&a's  innooence  as  to  tbe  origin  of    ihe.war  le  a  Jhml  mm,  "because  (as  ifae 


^Aewar,  or  of  his  hereditary  right  ta  the  territo-  said  Hastings  explains  himself)  it 

ries  which  he  dahaed ;  but  te  the  said  plaai  vary  plamly  that  Fyioola  KUn,  and  his  adba- 

of  the  Nabob  Fysoofai  Kh&n,asweU  as  t6  rents,  Isyal  year  smrcy  ,•  becausa  I  apprshead 

the  argamenU    both  of  policy  and  jostioe  much  inconvenience  from  delays;  and  bo» 


advanced  by  the  commandei^in-chief,  he,  the  «anse  J  mm  morally  esrtom  AM  m  gatd 

aaid  Hastings,  did  solely  oppose  oertahi  epe-  U  gmud  6y  nogoekOmg  C*  thersby  artfully 

aulative  objects  of  imagined  expediency,  egm*  suggesting  his  wishes  of  what  might  he,  aa 

ming  uphisdeeided  rajection of  the  proposOs  his  hopes  of  what  had  been,  resolved  ;  and 

made  by  the  Nabob  Fy«>ola  Khin,  in  the  plainly,   thongh   indireetly,  instigating  tha 

following  remarkable  words !  cemmaaderwia-chiaf   to    much    affusion    of 


«<  With  respect  to  Fycoola  Khlta,  he  ap^  Uoed  in  an  hnmediata  attack  on  the  Rohil. 

pean  not  u  mmt  ear  eensiiisraium.     lU  las,  poeted  as  they  were  "in  avery  strtmg 

petty  ssecrdgn  of  a  wmntfy  mtmotod  at  tim  sitaition,"  and  **  combatting  for  all." 
or  dghi  taeko  ought  nel  Jhr  a  mommt  te 

prove  an  impediment  to  any  of  our  meosuref,  XT.**.That  the  said  Hastings,  ia  the  an* 

or  to  f^htf  the  eonekttncjf  of  our  conduct.**  awer  afoieeud,  did  fiuther  endeavour  to  ii^ 

<l«ne  theoocBmaader-in-chief  against  the  Ni^ 

IX.— That  in  the  aforesaid  violent  and  ar-  bob  Fysoola  Khkn,  by  repreaealing  the  aaid 

bitrary  position,  the  eaid  Warren  Hastings  .iwbob  as  '« highly  preeuming,  insatent,  and 

did  avow  it  to  be  a  poblic  principle  of  Ins  evasive;**  aad  knowing  the  distrtat  which  the 

government  that  no  right,  however  maniftat,  Nabob  Fysoola  K^a  emertaiaed  of  the  ▼»• 

aad  no  innocence,  however   nnimpeacbed,  ner,  the  said  Hastings  dU  "aipresslydeaira 

•aould  entitle  the  weak  to  our  protection  it  should  be  left  wholly  to 'the  vaner  to  traac 

-against  others,  or  save  thMn  from<our  own  with  the  eaemv  by  Mi  own  ugemte,  and  tm  Ms 

aetiva  endeavoors  for  their  oppraiaion,  and  own  maaacr  j-*' though  he,  the  said  Hastinga, 

even  extirpation,  ebouM  they  intarftre  widi  **  by  no  means  wished  tbe  viaierto  lose  Uma 

Mr  aotioaa  of  political  espedieocy:  and  that  by  eeeking  an  aooommodaiioa,  siaee  it  wou^ 


▲GAonrr  wambmh  H4«ti^os.  9ot, 


W  mora  «ffeecattl|  nore  dacMve,  tad  mora  iabi«ct  to  eertain  eondUkmc,  of  wUefa  tbp 

eoMiilenf  teilA  hu  t&gwUjf,  mdmd  with  hia  A«-  Moro  important  ware  m  follow : 

now,  wkkk  ke  km  atrmdy  pUdgmi,  to  abide  "  That  Fyzoola  Khfto  ihould  retain  in  bif 

bf  his  firrt  oflWs  to  dictate  liw  eonditiona  of  aerrioe  5000  troopa,  and  not  a  single  man 

peace,  and  to  admit  only  an  aeoeptaaee  witfe-  nere. 

oat  reeenration,  or  a  clear  refuaal  from  hia  ac^  "  That  with  wbomaoeTer  the  rizicr  abould 

vernxy ;"  thereby  affecting  to  bold  ap,  in  op-  nafce  war,  Fyxoola  Kh&n  ahould  sand  two  or 

poeition  to,  and  in  eiclusion  of,  the  aubstan-  tkrtt  ikomoand  men,  acconUn^  to  hit  abUit^,  to 

tial  daima  of  justice,  certain  ideal  obligations  join  the  forces  of  the  vizier : 

of  dignity  and  hoaoor,  that  ia  to  say,  ibe  gr^  **  AM  that,  if  the  mier  should  march  in 


tt6ctttoa  of  pride,  and  the  obserranea  of  an  person,  Fyzoola  Kh&n  should  himaelf  aooom- 

trrogant  determination  once  deelared.  pany  him  with  hia  troopa" 

XII.— -That  akhoagh  the  said  answer  did  UI.^That  from  the  terms  of  the  treaty 

not  reach  the  eommander-in^Uef  umtil  panes  nboTo  recited  it  doth  plainly,  positively,  nod 


aiBtually  concluded ;  and  altkangh  the  indiaputably  appear,  that  the  Nabob  F  vzoola 
dangeroos  consequences :  to  be  apprehended  KfaAn,  incaaeof  war,wasnotboundtolumieli 
from  tbe  said  answer  were  thereby  prenented,  mora  than  Ibree  tbooaand  men  under  any 
yet  by  the  sentiments  contained  in  tbe  said  oonstructipfl,  unless  tbe  viaier  abouJd  march 
answer,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  did  in  person, 
strongly  evince  his  oltimate  adherenee  to  all 

the  former  violent  and  unjost  principles  of  Us  FT — That  the  nabob  Fysook  Kbftn  waa 
conduct  towards  the  Nabob  Fyxooh  Kbin,  not  poaiUvoiy  bound  to  fiunish  so  many  as 
which  principiea  were  disgraoefnl  to  tbe  dba^  9000  aien,  but  an  indefinite  nomber,not  more 
racter,  and  injuriooa  to  tbe  intereeta,  of  tfaia  iban  three,  and  not  leaa  than  two  thooaaod ; 
nation ;  and  that  tbe  said  Warrsn  Kastinga  that,  ef  the  precise  number  within  auch  limi- 
did  thereby,  in  a  pmtioular  manner,  eaetede  iationa,  (be  abiUty  of  Fyzoola  Kb6n,  and  not 
hhnseif  from  any  share  of  cr«iit  for  '« the  tbe  disqreUon  of  the  vizier,  waa  to  be  the 
honoaraUe  period  pnt  to  tbe  RobiUa  war,  standani ;  and  that  such  ability  could  only 
which  has  in  some  degree  done  away  tbe  ra-  mean  that,  which  was  equitably  consistent 
proach  so  wantonly  brought  on  the  English  net  only  with  tbe  eitsmal  defence  of  his  jaf- 
name."  ^^»  ^  ^i^  ^  internal  good  managtanont 

thereof,  both  as  to  its  poUoe^and  revenue. 

V.^That  even  in  case  tbe  vizier  should 

ftioHTfl  or  rrzooLA  xhaw  vnmem  nn  march  ia  person,  it  might   be  reasonably 

TSCATT  er  lALL-BAiro.  doobted  whether  the  personal  service  of  tbe 

Nabob  Fyzoola  Khhn  "  with  his  troops,'* 

I.^That  notwithstanding   the  eulpabie  iMmt  be  understood  to  be,  with  aU.  his  troopa^ 

and  crimiiuilreloctanoe  of  the  President  Ha»'  or  only  with  the  number  before  stipulated, 

tiagv,  hvreia  before  recited,  a  treaty  of  peaee  not  more  than  three,  and  not  less  than  two 

Biid  friendship  between  the  Vizier  Shuja  nl  thousand  men ;  and  that  the  latter  ia  the  in* 

Dowia  and  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  was  terpreution  finally  adopted  by  Wnrren  Has- 

fioally  rigned  and  iealed,  on  the  7th  October,  tings  aforesaid,  and  the  eouncU  of  Bengal,  who, 

1174,  at  a  place  called  Lall-Dang,  in  the  pre*  in  a  letter  to  the  court  of  directors,  dated  April 

•enee,  and  with  the  attestation  of  the  Britiah  Mi,  1788,  represent  the  clauses  of  the  trea^ 

cominander-in-ehi<^,  Col.  Aleiander  Cham*  relative  to  the  atipuhited  aid  as  mcanwg  aim* 

pion  aforesaid ;  and  that  for  the  said  trsaty  the  ply,  that  Fyzoola  Khin  '*  should  send  ft  or 

Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh4n  agreed  to  pay,  and  did  8000  men  to  join  Ihevieier'a  foicea,  or  attend 

actually  pay,  the  valuable  consideration  of  in  person  in  case  it  should  be  Mquisite." 

half  his  treasure,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen 

lacks  ef  nipeee,  or  IBOfiW.  alerling,  afti  VI.<«That  from  the  aforeeaid  terma  of  the 

upwards.  4rsaty  it  doth  not  specifically  Kppear  of  whwt 

the  stipofaued  aid  ahould  oonsiat,  whether  of 

n.— That  by  tbe  eaM  treaty  the  Nabdb  hone  or  foot,  or  ia  what  proportion  of  both ; 

Fyzoola  Khftn  was  established  in  tbe  quiet  but  that  it  ia  the  recorded  opinion,  maturely 

poaseasion    of  Rampore,    Sbawabad,    and  formed  by  the  said  Hastings  and  his  council, 

*<  some  other  districts  dependent  tbereon,"  an  Jammry,  178S,  that  evcM*'  a  single  bonpn- 
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BAD  in-Otidad  in  the  aid  whidi  Fywok  KhAn  good  fcrmor,  bod  of  wwldi,  ml  pommi^ 

might  Aimishi  would  prore  «  literal  compli-  tha  fominm  of  ambition,"  ha  did  peacaablj 

ance  wlA  Um  BCipulation."  apply  himsalf  to  "  improve  the  iiate  of  bia 

oouatry  ;  and  did,  by  hit  own  j>/%dgnca  amd 

Vil.^That,  in  the  event  of  any  doubt  faii^  atteiilion,  increaBO  the  revenues  thereof  ba- 

!y  ariijig  fi-om  the  terma  of  the  treaty,  the  yond  the  amount  specified  iu  fifhuja  u)  Dow- 

Kabob  FSrzoola  Khlin,  in  consideration  of  his  Ws  grant." 
hereditary  right  to  the  whole  country,  and  the 

price  by  him  actually  paid  for  the  said  treaty,  II.— That  in  the  year  1777.  and  in  the  bo- 

was  in  equity  entitled  to  the  most  favourable  ginning  of  the  year  1778,  being  "  alarmed  at 

construction.  the  young  vizier's  resumption  <^  a  number  at 

jagUres  granted  by  his  father  to  difibrent  pev 

VIII.— That,  from  the  attestation  of  Co-  "ons,  and  the  injustice  and  oppreasion  of  bia 

lonel  Champion  aforesaid,  the  government  conduct  in  general ;"  and  having  now  learned 

of  Calcutta  acquired  the  same  right  to  inter*  (from  whom  it  does  not  appear,  but  probably 

pose  with  the  vizier  for  the  protection  of  the  Ai>m  some  person  supposed  of  competent  a»- 

Nabob  Fyzoola  Khte,  as  they  the  said  go-  thority,)  that  Colonel  Champion  formerly  wi^ 

vemment  had  before  claimed  from  a  aimilar  nessed  the  ureaty  as  a  private  person,  the  Na- 

attestation  of  Sir  Robert  Barker  to  assist  the  bob  Fyzoola  Kb&n  did  make  frequent  and 

vizier  in  extirpating  the  whole  nation  of  the  urgent  solicitations  to  Nathaniel  MiddletoOi 

said  Fyzoola  KhtLn ;  mwe  especially,  m  in  Ksquire,  then  resident  at  Oude,  and  to  War^ 

the  case  of  Sir  Robert  Barker,  it  was  contra-  ran  Heatings  aforesaid,  then  goveraour-gena- 

ry  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  then  adminis-  ra)  of  Ben^,  "  for  a  renovation  of  bis  (iho 

tration,  and  the  furthest  from  the  intentions  of  Kabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n's)  ueaty  with  the  lata 

the  said  Barker  himself,  that  his  attestatiwi  vizi«r,  and  the  guarantee  of  the  compan/i" 

should  involve  the  company ;  but  the  attests^  or  for  '*  a  separate  agreement  with  the  com- 

tion of  Colonel  Champion  was  authorized  by.  pany  for  hts  defence  ^  considering  them  (the 

all  the  powers  of  the  government,  as  a  *<  sano-  company)  aa  *'  the  only  power  in  which  he 

tion  ^  intended  *'  to  add  validity  **  to  the  trsa-  had  ooafideace,  wad  to  which  be  couU  look  for 

ty  :  that  they  the  said  government,  and  in  protection." 
particular   the  said    Warren   Hastings,  as 

the  first  executive  member  of  the  samo,  were  III.— That  the  sild  resident  Middleton, 

bound  by  the  ties  of  natural  justice  ihily  to  uid    the  sud  gov«moar-general    Hastings, 

exercise  the  aforesaid  right,  if  need  were  ;  did  not,  as  they  were  in  duty  bound  to  do, 


and  that  their  duty  so  to  interfere  was  more  deavour  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  the 
particularly  enforced  by  the  spirit  of  the  cen-  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khftn  by  assuring  him  of  his 
sures  past  both  by  the  directors  and  propria-  Ba^ty  under  the  sanction  of  Colonel  Cham- 
tors  in  the  Rohifla  war,  and  the  satisfaction  pipn'>  attestation  aforessid ;  but  by  their  cri« 
expressed  by  the  directors  *<  in  the  honourable  sninal  neglect,  if  not  by  positive  expressiona 
end  put  to  that  war.**  (u  there  is  just  ground  from  their  subsequent 

language  and  conduct  to  believe)  ihey,  the 
"'*"""  said  Middleton  and  the  said  Hastings,  did  at 
auAAAjrrcB   or  the  trkatt  or  lesst  keep  alive  and  confirm  (whoever  may 
i.ALL*DAiro.  have  wiginally  suggested)  the  said  apprehen- 
sion i  and  that  sudi  neglect  alone  waa  the 
I. — Trat  during  the  life  of  the  Vizier  more  high ly  culpable  in  the  said  Hastings,  i&- 
Shuja  ul  Dowla,  and  for  some  time  af^er  bis  asmoch  as  he,  the  said  Hastings,  in  conjuno 
death,  under  his  son  and  successour  Aseph  ul  tion  with  other  members  of  the  select  commit* 
Dowla,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khftn  did  remain  tee  of  the  then  presidency  of  Bengal,  did,  on 
without  disturbance  or  molestation;  that  ha  the  17th  of  September,  1774,  write  to  Colo- 
did  all  the  while  imagine  his  treaty  to  be  un-  nel  Champion  aforesaid,  publicly  authorising 
der  the  sanction  of  the  company  from  Colo-  him,  the  said  Colonel  Champion,  to  join  hia 
nel  Champion's  affixing  bis  signature  thereto  tanetion  to  the  accommodations  agreed  on 
as  a  witness,  **  which  signature,  as  he  (Fy-  (between  Uie  Vizier  Shojaul  Dowla,  and  the 
zoola  Kh&n)  supposed,'*  rendered  thoeompa-  Nabob  Fyzoola  Khibi)  to  add  to  thnr  ooftds- 
ny  the  ar6t(rafors  between  the  vizirr  :jid  him-  ty  ;  and  on  the  €th  of  October  following  did 
self,  in  case  of  disputes ;  and  that  being  <*  a  again  write  to  the  said  Colonel  Champion 
man  of  tense,  but  ttetnme  pwillanmiHff  a  more  explicitly,  to  join  his  sanction,  "either 


AGAINST  WABREN  HASTINGS. 


bj  attesiing  the  treaty,  or  meimg  a$  gwarmUm  V .—Tfait  tba  goraraoor^ciMrt],  Wtrreo 

on  the  part  of  the  coinpaoy  for  the  perfbrof  Haslings  albren^  did  immediatelj  moTe 

ance  of  ii ;"  boih  which  lelten,  though  they  "  tliat  the  board  approve  the  deputation  of 

did  not  arrive  until  after  the  actual  signature  Mr.  Daniol  BarweU,  and  thai  the  reeident 

of  (he  laid  Colonel  Champion,  do  yet  incootio-  (Middleton)  bu  authorized  to  offer  the  com- 

vertibly  mariithe  eolemn  inientionof  theeaid  pany'i  guarantee  for  the  obeervance  of  the 

oonunittee  (of  which  the  said  Hastingi  wu  treaty  eubtisting  between  the  vixier  and  Fy- 

preaident)  that  the  aanction  of  Colonel  Chun-  zoola  Khftn,  provided  it  meeu  #ith  the  vizier's 

pioQ^D  atteetion  should  be  regarded  ai  a  pub-  ooBcurrence  r  and  that  the  goveroour-general's 

lie,  not  a  private,  sanction ;  and  it  was  more  proposition  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmative; 

peculiarly  incumbent  on  *uch  persons,  who  the  usual  majority  of  council  then  consist* 

had  heeii  members  of  the  said  committee,  so  ing  of  Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  a  near  rela- 

to  regard  the  same.  tion  of  Daniel  Octavus  Barwell,  eforesaid, 

and  the  govemour-genoral  Warren  Hastings, 
IV. — That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  was  who,  in  caM  of  an  equality,  had  the  casting 
fitrther  guilty  of  much  criminal  concealment  voice, 
for  the  space  of  **  twelve   months,**  inas- 
much as  he  did  not  lay  before  the  board  the  V 1. — ^That  on  receiving  from  Mr.  Daniel 


frequent  and  urgent  solicitations,  which  he,  Barwell  full  and  early  assurance  of  Fyzoola 

the  skid  Hastings,  was  oootinually  reoeiv-  Khftn*s  "having  preserved  every  article  of  hia 

ing  from  the  NalK>b  Fysoola  Kh&n,  until  the  treaty  inviolate,*  the  resident  Middleton  ajH 

9th  of  March,  1778  ;  on  which  day  the  said  plied  for  the  vizier's  concurrence,  which  was 

Hastings  did  communicate  to  the  council  a  readily  obtained ;  the  vizier  however  premis- 

public  letter  of  the  aforesaid  Middleton,  re-  ing  that  he  gave  his  consent,  "  taking  it  for 

sident  at  Oude,  acquainting  the  board,  that  he  granted,  that  on  Fyzoola  Khftn*s  receiving  the 

(the  said  Middleton)  taking  occasion  fitMn  a  treaty,  and  khelaut  (or  robe  of  honour)  he 

late  application  of  Fyzoola  KhAn  ibr  the  was  to  make  him  a  return  of  the  eomplimeiH 

eompauy^s  guarantee,  had  deputed  Mr.  Daniel  taiy  presents  usually  offered  on  such  occasions 

Octavus  Barwell  (assistant  resident  at  Be*  ando^SMcAimasi0imla«4Ao«ld6««siani/«s- 

aares,  but  then  on  a  visit  the  resident  Middl*>  tadon  <ff  JF^ftoUa  KhAti'$  dnm  smss  qf  hi§ 

ton  at  Lucknow)   to  proceed  with  a  special  friendah^,  and  amitaUe  to  hit  ««eett«iugf'« 

commission  to  Rampore,  lliere  to  inquire  on  rank  to  reoeivs;''  and  thai  rho  r^isident  Mid- 

the  spot  into  the  truth  of  certain  reports  dleton  "  did  make  himself  in  mum  measure 

circulated  to  the  prejudice  of  Fysoohi  Kh&a,  responsible  for  the  said  presents  being  oi>- 

wbich  reports,  however,  the  said  Middleton  tained,*  and  did  write  to  Mt,  Daniel  BarweL 

did  aftorwards  confess  himself  to  have  "  aU  accordingly, 
w^s"  thought  *'  m  lAs  high§U  degrmy  tst- 

pnbabU,'*  yil.— That  agreeably  to  the  resolution  o. 

That  the  said  resident  Middleton  did  <<r^  council  herein  before  recited,  the  solicited 

quest  to  know  whether,  on  proof  of  Fyzoola  guarantee,  under  the  seal  of  the  resident  Mid- 

Kh&n*s    innocence,    the   honourable   board  dleton,  thus  duly  authorized  on  behalf  of  the 

wouU  be  pleased  to  grant  him  (the  resident)  company,  was  transmitted,  together  with  the 

permission   to  comply  with  his    (Fyzoola  renewed    treaty,   to   Mr.    Daniel    Barwell 

Kh^*s)  request  of  the  company's  guaranty-  aforesaid  at  Rampore ;  and  that  they  were 

ing  his  treaty  with  the  vizier."   And  the  said  both  by  him,  the  said  Barwell,  presented  lo 

MiddleUm,  in  excuse  for  having  irregularly  the  Nabob  Fysoola  Kh&n,  with  a  solemnity 

"  availed  himself  of  the  abilities  of  Mr.  not  often  paralleled,  *'  in  the  presence  of  the 

DanisI   Barwell,"  who  belonged  to  another  greatest  part  of  the  nabob's  subjecU,  who 

station,  and  for  deputing  him  with  the  afore-  were  assembled,  that  the  ceremony  miffht 

said  commission  to  Rampore,  without  the  create  a  full  belief  in  the  breasts  of  all  bis 

previous  knowledge  of  the  board,  did  urge  people,  that  the  company  would  protect  him 

the  plea  "  of  immediaU  noMtmty  ,*"  and  that  as  long  as  he  strictly  adhered  to  the  UUer  U 

such  plea,  if  the  necessity  really  existed,  was  his  treaty." 

a  strong  charge  and  accusation  against  the  said  i 

Warren  Hastings,  from  whose  criminal  ne-  Yin.— That  in  the  conclusion  of  the  said 

gleet  and  oonoeahnent  the  urgency  of  such  ceremony  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  IQAn  did  de- 

recessity  did  arise.  liver  to  the  said  Barwell,  for  the  use  of  the 


m 
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TlziWi  B  otizzef  (or  prM6iit)  of  ewpiniitSy 
borsM,  Ac.  ftttd  did  tdd  thereto  a  laek  of  ro* 
peee,  or  10 fiOOl.  and  upwards ;  which  aom 
the  said  Barwell,  "not  being  aathorized  to 
accept  any  pecuniary  consideration,  did  at 
first  refuse  ;^'  but  upon  Fjzoola  Khftn's  urg* 
ing,  that  on  such  occasions  it  was  the  invaria* 
ble  custom  of  Hindostan,  and  that  it  ittntt  on 
the  prenent  be  eaepeeted,  aa  it  had  beenformerljf 
thg  ea»e "  (but  when,  does  not  appear ;)  he, 
the  said  Barwell,  did  accept  the  *'  said  lack 
in  the  nanM  of  the  yizier,"  our  ally,  ''in 
wiioM  wealth  (as  Warren  Hastings  on  bikh 
thsr  occasion  obserred)  we  shouUl  partici-' 
ptte,"  and  on  whom  we  at  that  time  bad  ail 
accumulating  demand. 

IX.-^That  over  and  abo?e  the  lack  of 
rupees  thus  presented  to  the  vitier,  the  Na* 
bob  Fyzoola  Kbftn  did  likewise  offer  one  other 
lack  of  rupees,  or  upwards  of  10,000f.  more, 
ibt  the  company,  **  as  some  acknowledgment 
of  the  obligation  ho  receired  :  that  although 
•neh  acknowledgment  was  not  pretended  to 
be  the  invariable  custom  of  Hindostan  on 
ioch  occasions,  howerer  it  might  on  the  pr»« 
sent  be  expected,**  Mr.  Daniel  Harwell  afore* 
said  (knowing  probably  the  disposition  and 
Tiews  of  the  then  actual  government  at  Gal« 
tftttta)  did  not  even  at  finit,  decline  the  said 
Offer,  but,  as  he  was  not  empowered  to  accept 
it,  did  immediately  propose  taking  a  bond  for 
the  amount,  until  the  pleasure  ^  the  board 
should  be  known. 

That  the  oSW  was  accordingly  communicat-> 
ed  by  the  said  Barwell  to  the  resident  Mid* 
dleton,  to  be  by  him,  the  resident,  referred 
to  the  board ;  and  that  it  was  so  referred  ; 
that  in  reply  to  the  said  rei^enoe  of  the 
resident  Middleton,  the  govemour-general 
(Warren  Hastings)  did  move  and  carry  a 
rote  of  council,  "  authorising  Mr.  Middleton 
td  accept  the  offer  made  by  Fyzoola  Kh&n  to 
the  company  of  one  lack  of  rupees,"  without 
Assigning  any  reason  whatever  in  support  of 
the  said  motion,  notwithstanding  it  was  cit>* 
jected  by  a  member  of  the  board,  *'  that,  if 
the  measure  was  right,  it  became  us  to  adopt 
it  without  such  a  consideration ;"  and  that 
**  our  accepting  of  the  lack  of  rupees  as  a 
Recompense  for  our  interpositlott  is  beneath  the 
dignity  of  this  government  (of  Calcutta)  and 
will  discredit  us  in  the  eyes  of  the  Indian 
powers."  * 

That  the  aceeptautie  of  the  said  sUm,  in 
this  ctrcumstince,  was  beneath  the  dignity  of 
^  said  government,  and  did  tend  so  to 
discredit  us ;   and  that  the  motion  of  tiia 


ftM  Hastings  Ibr  swA  aeceptanoe  wit 
therefore  highly  derogatory  to  the  honour  of 
this  nation. 

X.--»That  the  aforesaid  member  of  the  eo(m« 
dl  did  fVnrther  disapprove  altogether  of  the 
guarantee,  "as  unnecessary ;"  and  that  another 
member  of  council,  Richard  Barwell,  Bsquirei 
the  near  relation  of  Daniel  Octavus  Barweili 
herein  before  named,  did  declare  (but  after 
the  said  guarantee  had  taken  place)  thai 
**  this  government  (of  Calcutta)  was  in  fact 
engaged,  by  Colonel  Champion's  signature 
being  to  the  treaty  with  Fyzoola  Kh&n,*'  that 
the  said  unnecessary  gnarvttee  did  not  only 
subject  to  a  heavy  expense  a  prince,  wliom  we 
were  bound  to  protect,  but  did  further  produce 
in  bis  mind  the  following  obvious  and  natu- 
ral conclusions ;  namely,  '*  Aat  the  eigpahare 
4ff  oity  pereoHf  m  whativer  fmbUc  capaeity  As 
(ttpreeent  vpptaan^  will  not  be  wdid  and  oftf<». 
ybd,  aa  soon  aa  aome  other  akeU  Jtll  hi$  sto- 
Honf*  a  conclusion,  however,  immediately 
tending  to  the  total  discredit  of  k\\  powers  do* 
legated  from  the  board  to  any  individual  ser«* 
▼ant  of  the  company,  and  consequently  to  clog, 
pta'plez,  and  embarrass  in  ftiture  all  transwv 
tiona  carried  on  at  a  distance  from  the  seat  of 
government,  and  to  disturb  the  security  of  alt 
persons  possessing  instruments  already  so 
ratified  ;  yet  the  only  conclusion  left  to  Fy« 
tooja  Khftn,  which  Ad  not  involve  some  if- 
front  either  to  the  private  honour  of  the  com* 
patoy's  servants,  or  to  the  public  honour  of  tlie 
company  itself;  and  that  the  suspicions,  whidl 
originated  from  the  said  klea  in  the  breast  of 
Fyzoola  Kh&n,  to  the  prejudieo  of  the  resi^ 
dent  Middleton's  authority,  did  compel  the  go* 
vemour-general,  Warren  Hastings,  to  ol^i- 
ate  the  bad  eflbcts  of  his  first  motion  for  the 
guarantee  by  a  second  motion ;  namely,  "  that 
a  letter  be  written  to  Fyzoola  Khlln  fhom 
myself,  confirming  the  obligations  of  the  com- 
pany, as  guarantees  to  the  treaty  formed  he* 
tween  him  and  the  vixier ;  which  will  be 
equivalent  in  its  effect,  tfaou^  not  in  form,  to 
an  engagement  sent  him  with  the  company's 
seal  afRzed  to  it." 

XII.'^That  whether  the  guarantee  afore- 
Said  was  or  was  not  necessary ;  whether  it 
created  a  new  oMigatlon,  or  but  more  fully 
recognized  an  obligation  previously  existinjr ; 
th«  govemour^general,  Warren  Hastings,  by 
the  said  guarantee,  did,  in  the  most  explicit 
Manner,  pledge  and  commit  the  public  fkiih 
of  the  company,  and  the  nation ;  and  that  by 
the  subsequent  letter  of  the  said  Hastings 


AGAINST  WABJiBH  HASTINGS.  ^H 


(wbieh  Im  ■»  Ui  ova  w>li«k  moto,  eonfirak*  ta(rhii¥wa  to  thai  oompmij  wd  Uw  E«|lnh] 

hg  to  Fy^Mk  Kfa4n  tW  aforawid  guwwrtM)  tian." 
the  Mid  HMtingBdidafAiapMgvuidcwMMl 
llMpabKo&ifhoftlMoonpMyiiikdtbeMtioaf        IV. — That,   by    Ibe   itrong   exprwsioM 


fai  ft  DMHwr  (m  «h»  nid  Haitwy  huMolf  above  recited,  the  nid  Warren  Hastinga  did 

wiMbed)  **eqniTalaBt  to  an   eogafenieat  delibentely  and  evphaticallj  add    his  owa 

with  the  eompany's  aeal  affixed  to  it  i"  and  particubur  confirmation  to  the  general  testimo* 

■rare  partacofatrij  binding  the  said  Hastings  ny  of  the  Nabob  Fyioola  Kb£ai's  meritorio«p 

personally  to  eonct  a  dw  obsenaiice  of  the  fidelity,  and  of  bis  consequent  claim  on  the 

goaraniied  tceaty,  especiaUy  to  protect  tbo  generosity,  no  les«  than  the  justic«t  of  tb* 

Mabeb  Fyaoolo  Khftn  against  any  arbitrary  British  govemmenU 
OBOPinwiMNi,  or  oMiomoled  requiaitioB  of 

dMviaer.  


PWMAM9  or  n^K  TBOUSAKS  I|0»««, 

TBAITKS  or  THB  BOARD  TO  FTSOOLA  ,       „                                     .... 

^jixjf^  !• — ^Tbat  notwithstanding  his  own  private 

honour  thus  deeply  engaged}  notwiihstaod- 

Tbat  aooa  after  the  conpletion  of  the  jng  the  public  justice  ud  generoeity  of  the 

wraniee,  m  the saso  year,  1778,  intelligence  oosapany  and  the  nation  thus  solemnly  commitp 

reeeived  in  India  of  a  war  between  fiog*  ted,  disregarding  the  plain  import  and  positive 

land  and  France :  that  on  tiie  first  intimatioo  terma  of  Uie  guaraatied  treaty,  the  governour^ 

tberoof  the  Nahsh  FyKiolo  KhAo,  "  being  ia-  gewrral,  Warren  HaaUnga  aforesaid  in  Kq- 

dirselly  seuoded,"  did  show  much  "  promptp  vember,  1780,   (while  a  body  of  FyzooU 

■ess  to  render  the  oonpapy  any  assistance  KbAn*a  cavalry,  voluntarily  granted,  were  stiU 

wiibin  tbebooodii  of  his  fiaanose  and  ability;"  serving  under  a  British  officer)  did  recon^ 

mad  that  by  thosuggeationof  the  resident  Mid-  mend  to  the  vizier  "  to  require  from  Fyzoobt 

djploa,  herein  before  named,  be  (the  Nabob  Kh^  the  quota  of  troops  stipulated  by  treatv 

l^rzook  Kliftn)  in  a  letter  to  the  govemour-  to  be  furnished  by  the  latter  for  his  (the  vi- 

gmieral  and  oaondl,  did  aMko  a  voluntary  siv*s)    service,    being    riTE    thousav|> 

**  offer  to  maintain  tOOO  cavaliy  (all  he  had)  hobse  ;'*  thought  as  the  vizier  did  not  marcli 

hr  oar  aervice;"  ^'though  ho  was  undwr  no  in  person,  he  was  not,  under  any  constructioii 

abligatioB  to  fiimish  tli  oonpai^  a  aingls  of  the  treaty,  entitled  by  stipulation  to  more 

man."  than  "  lioe  or  (Arte  lA<nisam2  Iroops,"  horse  and 

foot,  *'aooording  to  the  ability  of  Fyzoola 

n.^T^  the  Nabob  Fyaoola  Kh&n  did  BMii;»  ^ad  that,  whereas  the  said  Warron 

oven  **  anticipate  the  wishee  of  the  board  i*  Hastings  would  have  been  guilty  of  very  crimi- 

and  that  "  on  an  application  made  to  him  by  nal  perfidy,  if  be  had  simply  neglected  to  in- 

Lieutenaat  Cokmel  Muir,*'  the  nabob  Fy»  terfere  as  a  guarantee  against  a  demand  thus 

seola  Kh4n  did, "  without  hesitation  or  delay,"  plainly  contrary  to  the  faith  of  the  treaty,  so  he 

fincah  bim  (tba  said  Muir)  with  600  of  his  aggravated  the  guilt  of  his  perfidy,  in  the  most 

beet  cavaliy.  aUocious  degree,  by  being  himself  the  first 

mover  and  inetigator  of  that  iiyustire,  which 

III. — That  the  said  conduct  of  the  Nabob  he  was  bound  by  so  many  ties  on  himself,  the 

Fysoola  Kfaftn  was  communicalod  by  the  com-  company)  and  the  nation,  not  only  not  to  pro* 

pBBj's  aervanu,  both  to  each  other,  and  to  their  mote,  but  by  every  exertion  of  authority,  io- 

employors,  with  ezpressions  of  '*  pleasure  "  fiuenoa,  and  power,  to  coatrol,  to  divert,  or  to 

and   "  particular  satiafaotion,*'  M  on  'event  resist, 
**  evon  surpassing  tbetf  espectatioas :"  that  the 

govevaoor^general  Warren  Haaiiaga,  was  offi-  II.-<.That  the  answer  of  Fyzoola  Kb&u  to 

cially  requeeted  to  convey  **  the  thanks  of  the  tbe  vizier  did  represent,  with  many  expressions 

board  f  and  that,  not  satisfied  with  tbe  bare  of  deference,  duty,  and  allegiance,  that 

discharge  of  bis  duty  mder  the  said  requeet.  The  whole  fi>rce  allowed  him  was  but 

be,  the  said  Hastinga,  did,  on  the  8lh  of  Jwo-  <*  five  thouwnd  men,"  and  that "  these  consist- 

oary,  1779,  write  to  Fyzoola,  '*  that  m  kU  oum  ed  of  two  thousand  horse,  and  three  ihousaad 

nmiM,"  as  well  as  **  that  of  tbe  board,  he  (the  foot ',  which  (be  adds)  in  consequence  of  our 

said  Hastings,)  returned  bim  the  warmest  intimate  coonezion  are  equally  yours  and  tbe 

■teaks  ix  thu  instaneo  of  bii  &itbful  U"  oompany'a  •"  though  he  does  subsequently  in- 
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tfmto,  dut  **  the  diree  tboaniMl  iboC  an  <br  Mnrri  with  rmptti  to  noifaflr  trmij,  m  tbt 

tba  mMMceaieiit  of  the  eoDOOTns  of  hit  jaf  •  eaMoTwothflrparMM)  "mMtaararadlyddM 

hire,  end  without  them  the  oolIectioM  oea  ooC  eoatua  a  eyllahU  to  joetify  hitceoduct; 

nerer  be  made  ni  time."  but  by  the  tmeampled  iatitade  which  he  ae- 

That  oD  the  communicatioR  of  the  aaid  aa-  amiiee  ia  his  eooetnietioiie,  he  maj,  if  he 

•wer  to  the  gorernour<^enera1,  Wamn  Haeu  pleaaee,  eitort  tUe  or  any  other  mfanii^  froaa 

faige,  he,  the  said  Hastings  (who  as  the  eoon-  aiiy  part  of  it.** 
cil  now  consisted  only  of  himself  and  Edward 

Wheler,  Esquire,  **  united  m  his  own  persott        lY .-^That  the  misr  hisaself  appears  by 

all  the  powers  of  goveniraent*)  was  not  in-  no  means  to  hafo  been  persuaded  of  hie  own 

doeed  to  relax  from  his  unjust  purpose :  hot  right  to  fire  thousand  horse  under  the  treaty; 

did  proceed  with  new  Tiolence  to  record,  that  since  in  his  cofrespondsnee  on  the  subjcet 

**  The  Nabob  Fytoola  Kh&n    had  womitd  he  (the  Tizier)  no  where  meotions  ths  treaty 

tkt  peiformmet  of  hiM  pari  of  the  tnaty  h^  as  the  ground  of  his  demand,  except  where  he 

tween  the  lato  Nabob  Shuja  ul  IXvwla  and  is  recapitulating  to  the  goveraour-general, 

him,  to  which  the  honourable  company  were  Warmi  Hastings,  the  sohstanoe  of  his,  the 

guarantees,  and  upon  whidi  he  was  lately  sum-  said  Hastings's  own  lettei^ ;  on  the  oontrary, 

moned  to  fumidi  the  stipulated  nuniber  of  the  ▼icier  hintr  his  apprehensions  lest  Fy 

troops,  which  he  is  obliged  to  Ihmish  on  the  soola  Kh&n  shonU  appeal  to  the  treaty  against 

conditioojby  which  he  holds  the  jaghire  grant-  the  demand,  as  a  breneh  thereof,  in  which 

ed  to  him.*  case  he,  the  mier,  inferam  the  said  Hastings 

That  by  the  vague  and  indefinite  tenn  of  of  the  projected  reply :  "  Should  Fyxook 

erasion,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  intro*  Khftn  (says  the  vixier)  mention  any  thing 

duce  a  loose  and  aibitrary  principle  of  inter-  of  the  tenour  of  the  treaty,  the jlrrt  hnach  ^ 

preting  formal  engagements,  which  ought  \a  U  hat  bma  Bssis^|Vlsrf  Ay  him  in  keeping  up 

be  regarded,  more  especially,  by  guanmtees,  more  men  then  allowed  of  by  the   treaty ! 

in  a  sense  the  most  literally  scrupulous  and  /  ham  aeeordmgijf  ssnl  •  ftrma  fe  mtUt 


precise.  that  pomt  ebs.    In  case  he  should  msntma 

That  he  charged  with  such  evasion  a  mo»  to  me  any  thing  respecting  the  treaty,  I  wiU 

derate,  humble,  and  submissive  representation  then  reproach  him  with  having  kept  up  too 

on  a  point,  which  would  have  warranted  a  pe-  many  troops,  and  will  oblige  him  to  send 

remptory  refhsal,  and  a  positive  remonstrance;  the  five  thousand  horse ;"  thereby  clearly  inli- 

and  that  in  consequence  of  the  said  imputed  mating,  that  as  a  rsmonstraace  against  the 

evasion,  he  indicated  a  disposition  to  attadi  demand,  as  a  breach  of  trsaty  could  only  be 

such  a  forfeiture  as  in  justice  could  only  have  answered  by  dnrging  a  prior  breneh  of  treaf 

followed  from  a  gross  breach  of  treaty;  though  ty  on  Fyzoola  Khhn,  so,  by  annnltiag  the 

the  said  Hastings  did  not  then  pretend  any  ao-  whole  treaty,  to  reduce  the  queetiea  to  a  mere 

tual  infringement  even  of  the  least  among  the  question  of  force,  and  thus  ^*  oblige  Fyzoola 

conditions,  to  which,  In  the  name  of  the  com-  Khftn  to  send  the  five  thousand  horse  :**  **  for 

pany,  he,  the  said  Hastings,  was  the^oxecu-  (continues  the  visier)  if,  when  the  comp»- 

tire  guarantee.  ny*s  afiairs,  on  whidi  my  honour  depends,  r^ 

quire  it,  Fyzoola  Khftn  will  not  lend  his  as- 

ni. — That  however  *<  the  number  of  troops  sistance,  what  irss  is  lAsrs  to  cswtiniie  lh$  eetm- 

stipulated  by  treaty  may  have  been  under-  trytohm?** 

stood,"  at  the  period  of  the  original  demand.  That  the  vizier  actually  did  make  his  appli- 

<*  to  be  five  thousand  horse,"  yet  the  said  War-  cation  to  Fyzoola  Khfta  for  the  5000  horan, 

ren  Hastings,  at  the  time  when  he  recorded  not  as  for  an  aid,  to  which  he  had  a  just 

the  supposed  evasion  of  Fyzooht  Khftn's  an-  claim,  but  as  for  somethhig  over  and  above  ihn 

swer  to  the  said  demand,  could  not  be  unao-  obligations  of   tiia   treaty,  something  *'  that 

quainted  with  the  express  words  of  the  stipu-  would  five  increase  to  their  friendship,  and 

lation,  as  a  letter  of  the  vizier,  ineerted  in  the  satisfoction  to  the  nabob  govemour,"  (mean* 

same  consultation,  refers  the  govemour-gene-  mg  the  eaid  Hastings)  whose  directions  be 

ral  to  enclosed  copies  "  of  all  engagements  represents  as  the  motive  "  of  his  call  for  thn 

entered  into  by  the  lato  vizier,  and  by  himself  MOO  horse  to  he  employed  "  not  in  his,  thn 

(the  reigning  vizier)  with  Fyzoola  Khftn ;"  vizier's,  but  in  the  **  company's  service." 

and  that  the  treaty  itself  therefore  was  at  the  And,  that  the  aforesaid  Warren  Hastingn 

very  moment  before  the  said  Warren  Hast-  did,  therefore,  in  reeordnig  the  aiMwer  of  Fy- 

ings;  which  treaty  (as  the  said  Hastings  oh-  looht  Khlw  ns  an  evasion  of  treaty,  ad  in  imn 
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tailoH  eontmlktioii,  aol  onlj  to  thit,  whieb  (Fyiook  KbAn)  of  bis  jagMro  oKCaraly,  or  to 

oufht  to  have  been  the  fiur  oontiniciioii  of  the  loovo  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  ▼izaer." 
Mid  treaty,  but  to  that,  whkli  hetboMud  HasU 

inga  nnat  hare  known  to  he  the  ▼ixier'a  own  VIII.— That  Richard  Jobnaoni  Eaquire, 

inlerprtitation  of  the  ■ame,  dispoeed  as  tbe  vi*  assistant  resident  at  Oode,  was,  agreeably  to 

sier  was  to  reproach  Vyioola  Kb&n  with  the  albr»>metttioaed  order  of  council,  deputed 

Vrsaeh  of  treaty,"  and  to  "  send  up  persons  oommissioner  irom  Mr.  Middleton  and  tlie 

who  sbould  settle  points  with  bim."  fisier  to  Fyxoola  KhiUi ;  but  that  bo  did  ear* 

ly  give  the  most  indecent  prooft  of  glaring 

v.— That  the  said  Warren  Hastiags,  not  partiality,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  said  Fyzoo* 

ttittking  himself  juilified,  on  the  mere  plea  ui  la  KMkn ;  ibr  that  the  very  next  day  (as  it 

nn  evasion,  to  push  (•rwaid  his  proceedings  to  seems)  after  his  arrival,  be  the  said  Johnson. 

tfaat  extremity,  wluch  he  seems  already  to  from  opinions  imbibed  in  bis  journey,  did 

kave  made  his  soope  and  object,  and  seeking  stale  himself  to  bo  **  unwilling  to  draw  any 

BOOM  better  colour  for  his  unjust  and  violent  fiivourable  or  flattering  inferences  reiaif  /eiy  to 

porpoaes,  did  farthsr  more,  that  eommiasao**  the  object  of  his  mission ;"  and  did  Bt*Klioun> 

on  shoohl  be  sent  from  the  vixier  and  the  ly  oeek  to  6nd  new  breaches  of  treaty ;  and 

company  to  Fysoola  Khftn,  to  insist  on  a  without  any  form  of  regular  uiquiry  whntev- 

dnnoo  ef  a  treaty,  which  no  «4iere  appears,  bo-  er,  from  a  single  glance  of  bis  eye  in  passingi 

ing  essentially  different  from  the  treaty  of  did  take  upon  him  to  pronounce '  th»  Rohilbl 

LalUDang,  though  not  in  the  part  on  which  loUiers,  in  the  district  of  Rampor^  ^lone,  to 

the  requisition  is  founded ;  and  thesaid  Hast-  be  not  less  than  fOfiOH,"  and  the  grant  of 

ings  did  then,  in  a  style  nnosually  imperatiTe,  course  to  be  forfeited.    And  that  such  a  groat 

proeeed  as  follows  :  and  palpable  display  of  a  pre-determ^nation 

**  Jkmmid  nnsMdiate  deftneiy  ^  8000  eo-  to  discover  guilt  did  argue  in  thesaid  Johnson 

tatry ;  eatd  if  h*  thmU  evodt,  or  r^/We  oes^  a  knowledge,  a  strong  presumption,  or  a  be- 

fUatutf  Ami  As  dsjNrfies  sloll  dtUner  km  a  lief,  that  such  representations  would  be  agreea^ 

Jkrmei   pntai   mgmmii   kim  fif  hrmek  of  ble  to  the  secret  wishes  and  views  of  the  said 

(rrafy,  and  return,  making  this  report  to  the  Hastings,  under  wiiOM;  onlers  hoilie  said 

Tiairr,  which  Mr.  MhkUetoo  Is  to  transmit  to  Johnson  acted,  and  i«  wbnin  all  his  reports 

the  board."  were  to  be  referred. 

VI.— That  the  saU  motion  of  the  govern-  IX.— That  the  said  Richard  Johnson  did 
oQr-feoeral  Hastings  was  ordered  according-  soon  after  proceed  to  the  immedmto  object  <tf 
ty,  the  council,  as  already  has  been  herein  r^  bis  mission,  "  which  (the  said  Johnson  re- 
lated, consisting  but  of  two  membsrs,  and  the  lates)  was  short  to  a  degree.**  The  demand 
said  Hastings  consequently  "  uniting  in  his  Iras  made,  and  ^*  a  flat  refiisal".  given ;  the 
own  person  all  the  powers  of  govermnent."  question  was  repeated  with  like  effect.    The 

said  Johnsottf  in  presence  of  proper  witnesn- 

yn.— Tbat,  when  the  eald  Hastings  order-  es,  then  drew  up  hie  protest,  <*  together  with 

ed  the  said  demand  for  9000  cavalry,  be,  the  a  memorandum  of  a  po/Ziefivt  ^«r  made  by 

said  Hastings,  well  knew,  that  a  compliance  the  nabob  Fyxoola  KhAn,**  and  inserted  in 

iherewiih,  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob  Fyxoo-  the  protest : 

la  Kh&n,  was  utterly  impossible ;  for  be,  tho  «  That  he  would,  m  compliance  with  tbedo- 
said  Hastings,  had  at  the  very  moment  b^  mand,  and  m  eo^onnily  fo  tht  treaty,  ioAts% 
fore  him  a  letter  of  Fyxoola  Kb&n,  stating  Bpte^fUd  no  d^ftfddm  number  ^f  emalry  or 
that  he,  Fyxoola  KMui,  had  *'  but  two  thousand  tfi^ontry,  onfy  npreming  troopt^  furnish  9000 
cavalry  "  altogether  ;  which  letter  is  entered  men ;  vis.  he  would,  in  addition  to  the  1000 
on  the  records  of  the  company,  in  the  same  cavalry  alresdy  granted,  give  1000  more, 
consultation,  immediately  preceding  tho  go-  when  and  whereeoever  required,  and  1000 
vemoor-general's  minute.  .That  the  said  ibot;'*  together  with  one  year's  pay  in  ad- 
Bastings  therefore  knew,  that  the  only  pomi-  vance,  and  flmds  for  the  regular  payment  of 
ble  consequence  of  the  aforesakl  demand  no>  them  in  future. 

coMarily  and  inevitably  must  be  a  protest  for  And  this  (the  said  Richard  Johnson  ob- 

a  breach  df  treaty ;  and  the  court  of  directors  serves)  "  I  not  down  at  bis  (the  Nabob  Fy- 

dM  not  hestiute  to  declare,  that  the  said  do-  aoola  Kbftn's)  particular  desire,  but  other- 

■snd  '*  carried  the  appearance  of  a  detond-  wise  useless,  as  my  q^ers  (whidi  orders  do 

iniioa  to  create  a  preteit  ibr  depriving  ttk  not  appear)«o«>c  ml  to  neriv  aMff  palUatim, 
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bui  a  MfolMW  ar  ^fflmatiot^  though  raeh  br,S8q«irB,to  grant  a  eortiia  Ul«gal  didcf^ 

palliation,  ai  U  is  called  by  thm  said  Johatooi  Uon  of  the  whole  pav^en  of  the  govemour* 

might  be,  as  it  waji,  in  the  strictest  confbrmi-  genaral  and  cooocil ;  aud  on  tlm  serantk  of 

tf  to  the  trealj.  the  aana  nooth  did  proceed  on  bis  vay  to 

join  the  vizuer  at  a  place  called  Chunar  on  the 

X.^That  in  the  said  offer  the  Nabob  Fy*  borders  of  Benares ;  and  thai  the  aforesaid 

looia  Khftn,  nslaad  of  paUiating,did  at  once  vole  of  suspending  a  final  resolution  on  ihe 

admit  the  extreme  right  of  the  Tixior,  wider  transactions  with  Fysoola  Khlto,  was  there- 

the  treaty,  by  agreeing  to  fUmisb  SOOO  men,  (ore  in  substance  and  effect  a  reference  there- 

wfaen  he  (Fyzoola  ^&n)  would  have  been  of  by  the  said  Haaiings,  from  himself  in 

justified  in  pleading  his    inability  to  send  oouncil  with  his  colleague  Wheler,  to  hin»> 

BBore  than  two  thousand.    That  such  inabili-  self  in  conference  and  negociation  with  the 

fj  would  not  (as  appea^B)  have  been  a  false  Tizier,  who  from  the  first  demand  (^  the  5000 

ud  eramve  plea,  but  perfectly  true  and  valid ;  horse,  had  taken  every  occasion  of  showing 

'as  the  three  thomwnd  foot  maintained  by  Fy  bis  inclination  to  dispossess  Fyzoola  Kh&at 

■oola  Khftn  were  for  the  purposes  of  hia  in-  mid  who  before  the  said  demand  (in  a  letteri 

tsnial  government^  fi>r  which  the  whole  three  which  does  not  appear,  but  whioh  the  vizier 

Ihoueand  must  have  been  demonstrably  neeea-  himself  quotes  aa  antecedent  to  the  said  de- 

Miy  :  and  that  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&a,  by  mand)  had  complained  to  the  said  Hastings  ef 

declinfaig  to  avail  himself  of  a  plea  so  &ir,  so  the  "  injury  and  irregularity  in  the  manage- 

weU^ounded,  and  so  consonant  to  the  induU  ment  of  the  provinces  bordering  on  Ramporei 

gence  expressly  acknowledged  in  the  treaty,  arising  fnun  Fyzoola  Khftn  having  the  unooa» 

and  by  thus  meeting  the  specific  demand  of  trolled  dominioo  of  that  district.** 
the  vizier  as  fiiUy  as,  aneording  to  his  oww 

military  establishment,  be  could,  did  for  the  ■ 
takd  offer  deserve  rather  the  thanks  of  the 

said  vizier  and  the  company,  than  the  protest|  trbaty  or  chuvak. 
which  the  afiwesaid  Johnson,  under  the  orden 

of  Warren  Hastings,  did  deliver,  I. — That  the  govemottn^ eaeral,  Wairea 

Hastings,  being  vested  with  the  illegal  pow* 

XL — That  the  report  of  the  said  protest,  era  before  recited,  did,  on  the  12th  of  Sep< 

as  well  as  the  former  letter  of  the  said  John*  tember,  1781,  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  vi- 

ion,  whereby  the  resident  Middleton  transmit-  sier  at  Cjninar;  which  treaty  (as  the  said 

ted  to  the  board,  together  with  a  letter  fi>om  Hastings  relates)  was  drawn  up  "  firom  a  aa- 

the  vizier,  founded  on  the  said  report  and  let-  ries  of  requisitions  presented   to  him  (the 

ter  of  the  said  Johnson,  and  proposing  in  con-  said  Hastings)  by  the  vizier,"  and  by  him  re* 

sequwice  "  to  resume  the  grant,  and  to  leave  ceived  "  wiUi  an  instant  and  unqualified  as- 

Fyzoola  Khftn  to  join  Ua  other   faithless  sent  to  each  article  ;'*  and  that  the  said  Hast^ 

brethren,  who  were  sent  across  the  Ganges."  ings  assigns  his  reasons  for  such  ready  assent 

That  the  said  papera  were  read  in  oouncil  in  the  following  words :  "I considered  the  sub- 
on  the  4th  of  June,  1781,  when  thegovemour-  jects  of  hia  (the  vizier^s)  requests,  as  essea- 
general,  Warren  Hastings,  did  move  and  car-  tial  to  the  reputation  of  our  government,  and 
ry  a  vote  to  suspend  a  final  resolution  on  the  no  less  to  our  interest  than  his." 
same ;  and  the  said  Hastings  did  not  express 

any  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  n.*^That  in  the  said  treaty  of  Chunar,  tha 

■aid  Johnson ;  neither  did  the  said  Hastings  third  article  ia  as  follows : 

assign  any  reasons  for  his  motion  of  suspen-  "  That   as    Fyzoola  Kh&n  has  by    thia 

■ion,  which  passed  without    debate.     That  breach  of  treaty  forfeited  tlie  protection  of  the 

in  troth  the  said  Hastings  had  then  projected  English  government,  and  causes  by  his  coo* 

a  journey  up  the  country  to  meet  the  vizier,  tinuance  in  bis  present  independent  state  great 

for  Uie  settlement  of  articles  relative  to  tha  alarm  and  detriment  to  the  nabob  vizier,  he 

regulation    of  Oiide  and  its    dependencies,  be  permiliod,  whm  Hint  JuM  wit,  to  resume 

among  which  was  included  the  jaghire  of  Fy«  hia  lands,  and  pay  him  in  money,  through  tho 

loola  Kh&n ;  and  the  sakl  Hastings,  for  the  resident,  the  amount  stipulated  by  treaty,  af^ 

aforesaid  purposes,  did,  on  the  3d  of  July,  by  ter  deducting  the  amount  and  charges  of  tho 

his  own  casting  vote,  grant  to  himself,  and  troops  he  stands  engaged  to  furnish  by  trea- 

did  prevail  on  his  ooll||ague,  Edward  Who-  ty ;   which  amount  shall  be  passed  to  tha 
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MfeoQiit  «r  tli#  cMBptay  ddfiof  (be  ooatima-  tlMreon;  uid  the  nM  Haitingf  d&th  fhenlby 

ance  of  the  present  WW.  hiiaeelf  oondMiin  ths  noleaee  and  uijuitiot 

of  the  Mine. 

m. — That  for  the  bettor  elucidation  of  his  Sdly,    That  in  reeurrinf  to  the  orifina. 

policy  in  the  several  articles  of  the  treaty  demand  of  five  thousand  hone  as  the  ground 

above  mentioned,  the  said  Hastings  did  send  of  bis  justification,  the  said  Hastings  doth 

to  the  council  of  Calcutta  (now  consisting  of  Ibhwiy  assert "  the  engagement  in  the  treaty 

Edward  Wheler  and  John  Macpherson,  Es-  to  be  Htmrutfy  nrn  tkmtmmd  hone  and  /oof,* 

quires,)  two  diflbrent  copies  of  the  said  treaty,  whereia  it  is  in  fact  fi>r  two  er  thbbb  thoi^ 

with  explanatory  minotsa  opposed  lo  each  ar-  sand  men ;  and  the  said  Hastings  doth  thefa^ 

ticla;  and  that  the  minoie  opposed  to  the  by  wilAiUy  attempt  to  deeeiTe  and  mislead  Us 

third  articla  is  thua  eaprsassd :  employersi  which  is  a  high  crime  and  miad»- 

'*  The  oondnet  of  Fysoola  Kfafto,  in  reAMN  meanoiir  in  a  servailt  of  so  great  trust. 

ing  the  aid  demawied,  though  >iMf  on  a6teJiite  4thly,    That  with  a  new  lo  his  Ibrther  ja». 

hnmek  of  (r«aty,  was  evaaire  and  nncaadtd.  tifioation,  the  said  Hastings  doth  advance  a 


*Th»  demimd  ims  mods  fat  6000  eovafry.  principle,  that  **  a  tentpulaw  attention  to  tkt 

^Thtengag^meniinlhBti'mty  it  UUrattjfftr  Bteni   eapnmbti'*  of  a   guaiantied   treaty 

tttOO  Aeras  mtd  fotif  Fyxoola  Khika  conld  "Imms"  to  the   peraon   no  observing  tba 

Hot  be  ignorant,  that  we  bad  no  occasion  for  aame  '*  hmi  liltia  eUtim  te  Ihe  mertioiu^  of  a 

any  suucoais  of  inftntvy  from  him,  and  that  ^KoroalMen  ku  behaif;  that  such  a  prindpla 

cavalry  would  be  of  the  most  essential  sei^  hi  utterly  subversive  of  all  faith  of  guana* 

vies.     *8o  tentpfulmit  ax  ottenlion  to  UUni  tees,  and  is  tlierefere  highly  criminal  in  tba 

t|n  tsw'pw,  whm  a  mart  liboral  intorprtlatiom  first  executive  member  dt  a  government,  that 

would  have  been  highly  uoefiU  ond  acoeptdbU  must  necessarily  stand  in  t&t  mnlual  rein* 

to  u»,  strongly  fnarke  hit  unfriend^  di^i>od'  tion  to  many. 

Hm,  though  a  may  not  impoaih  kU  JkUhty^        5thly,    That  the  add  Hastings  doth  profeas 

emd  Umoot  Mm  littU  eimm  to  any  assrfiens  his  opinion  of  ui  article,  to  which  he  gave 

ylnam  ns  for  the  oemtMmonee  of  ka  jaghiro,  .  an  '*  tnotani  and  itnqual{/led  assml,**  that  it 

MtU  */  osi  of  opinion  thai  nsaCAcr  the  xine^o  was  a  measure,  '*  6y  which  neither  the  vixier'M 

nor  the  compeaufe  nUoroatt  wotdd  bo  promoU  nor  the  company**  tnfsresto  looalil  be  promo- 

od  hy  d^afinng  Fytoola  KMen  of  Me  indo^  tod,'  but  from  which  without  soma  Interposi- 

pondoneyt  and  /  have  ^therefore  rotervod  the  tion,  "  iU  tf^ett  mutt  be  eaipeotedf*  and  that 

otMeuOon  of  tint  eigrooment  to  an  ind0nitt  the  mid  Hastings  doth  thereby  charge  himself 

torm ;  and  our  government  may  alwayt  inter"  with  a  high  breach  of  traat  towards  his  eni« 

^ose  to  preoeni  any  Hi  fffhcttfrom  it.**  ployers. 

6ihly,    That  the  aaid   Hastbigs   having 

IV. — That  in  bis  aforesaid  authentic  evi-  thus  confessed,  that  consciously  ami  vriUully 

denoe  of  his  own  purposes,  motives,  and  prin*  (from  what  motives  he  hath  not  chosen  to 

eiples,  in  the  third  article  of  tho  treaty  of  confess)  he  did  give  his  formal  sanction  to  a 

Cbunar,  tho  said  Hastings  hath  established  measure  both  of  injustice  and  impolicy,  ha 

diverse  matters  of  weighty  and  serious  crirai-  the  said  Hastings  doth  urge  in  his  defence, 

nation  against  himself.  that  he  did  at  the  same  time  insert  words 

1st,    That  the  said  Hastings  doth  acknow-  *<  reserving  the  execution  of  the  said  agrea> 

ladga  therein,  that  ho  did  in  a  public  instni-  ment  to  an  indefinite  term  ;**  with  an  intent 

ment,  aolemnly  reoognixe,  **  at  a  brtaeh  of  that  it  might  in  truth  be  never  executed  at 

treaty^*  and  as  such  did  subject  to  tlie  eofr>  all ;  but"  that  our  government  might  always 

aaqoeat  penalties,  an  act,  which  he  the  said  interpoae,*'  without  right,  by  means  of  an  in» 

Hastings  did  at  the  same  time  think,  and  direct  and  undue  influence,  to  prevent  tha  ill 

did  immediately  declare  to  be  "  no  broaeh  ef  eSbcfii  following  from  a  collusive  surrcndsr 

Ireafy ;"  and  by  so  falsely  and  unjustly  pro-  of  a  clear  and  authorised  rigiit  to  interpoae; 

eaeding  against  a  person  under  the  company's  and  the  said  Hastings  doth  thereby  deckra 

gttarantea,  the  said  Hastings,  on  his  own  con*  himself  to  have  introduced  a  principle  of  du- 

ftsaion,  did  himself  break  the  faiih  of  the  aaid  plicity,  deceit,  and   double-dealing,  into  a 

gnorajitea.  public    engagement  which    ought    in     its 

fd,    That  in  juatUying  this  breach  of  the  essence   to  be  blear,   open,   and   explicit ; 

aampany^  feith,  the  said  Hastings  doth  isAof-  that  such  a  deehratiott  tends  to  shake  and 

ly  abandon  Mt  oteond  peremptory  demmdfor  overthrow  the  confidence  of  all  in  the  moat 

iht  SOOO  Aorse,  and  the  protest  consequent  solemn  instruments  of  any  persoo  so  declasw 
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log,  and  if  theNlbre  an  high  crinie  koA  mil-    highest  degroe  derogatory  to  tfaa  hoBour,  aad 

demeanour  in  the  first  executive  member  of     injurioiu  to  the  interests,  of  this  nation. 

government,  by  whom  all  treaties  and  other 

engagements  of  the  stato  are  principally  to  be  .._ 

conducted. 


y. — That,  by  the  eipUmatory  minute  afer»>  coasxquBHcxi  of  thx  tssatt  or  chu* 

said,  the  said  Warren  Hastings  doth  further,  vab. 
in  the  most  direct  manner,  contradict  his  own 

assertions  in  the  very  letter  which  enclosed  I— -Tbat  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of 
the  said  minute  to  his  colleagues ;  for  that  one  Chunar,  the  goveraour-general,  Warren  Bas- 
of  the  articles  to  which  he  there  gave  **  an  in-  tings,  did  send  official  instructions,  respecting 
stant  and  unqualified  assent,  as  no  less  to  our  the  various  articles  of  the  said  treaty,  to  the 
interest  than  to  the  vizier's,"  he  doth  here  de-  said  resident  Middleton ;  and  that  in  a  posip 
clare  unequivocally  to  be  neither  to  our  inte-  script,  the  said  Hastings  did  forbid  the  re- 
rest  nor  the  vizier's ;  and  the  "  unqualified  sumption  of  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n*s  ^g- 
assent"  given  to  the  said  article  is  now  so  hire,  '*  until  circumstances  may  render  it 
qualified,  as  wholly  to  defeat  itself.  That  by  more  expedient,  and  easy  to  be  attempted, 
such  irreconcileable  contradictions,  the  said  than  the  present  more  material  pursuits  of 
Hastings  doth  incur  the  suspicion  of  much  cri-  government  make  it  appear;"  thereby  inti- 
minal  misrepresentation  in  other  like  cases  of  mating  a  positive  limitation  of  die  indefinito 
unwitnessed  conferences ;  and  in  the  present  in-  term  in  the  explanatory  minuto  above  recited ; 
stance  (as  fer  as  it  extends)  the  said  Hastings  and  confining  the  suspension  of  the  article  to 
doth  prove  himself  to  have  given  an  account  the  pressure  of  war. 
both  of  his  actions  and  motives,  by  his  own 

confession  untrue,  for  the  purpose  of  deceiving  11.— That  soon  after  the  date  of  die  said 

his  employers,  which  is  an  high  crime  and  instructions,  and  within  two  months  of  tbs 

misdemeanour  in  a  servant  of  so  great  trust.  signature  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  the  said 

Hastings  did  cause  Sir  Elijah  Impey^ knight, 

VI.— That  the  said  third  article  of  the  his  majesty's  chief  justice  at  Fort  William, 
treaty  of  Chunar,  as  it  thus  stands  explained  by  to  discredit  the  justice  of  the  crown  of  Great 
the  said  Hastings  himself,  doth  on  the  whole  Britain  by  making  him  the  channel  of  ua- 
appear  designed  to  hold  the  protection  of  the  warrantable  communication ;  and  did,  throogb 
company  in  suspense ;  that  it  acknowledges  the  said  Sir  Elijah,  signify  to  the  resident 
all.  right  of  interference  to  cease,  but  leaves  Middleton  his  (the  said  Hastings's)  "  appro- 
it  to  our  discretion  to  determine  when  it  will  bation  of  a  mbtidy  from  Fyzoola  Khln." 
suit  our  conveniency  to  give  the  vizier  the  li- 
berty of  acting  on  the  principles  by  us  already  HI.— That  the  resident,  m  answer,  reprs- 
admitted :  that  it  is  dexterously  constructed  sents  the  proper  equivalent  Ibr  SOOO  horse, 
to  balance  the  desires  of  one  man,  rapacious  and  lOOO  foot,  (the  forces  offered  to  Mr.  John- 
and  profuse,  against  the  fears  of  another,  de-  son  by  Fyzoola  Khftn)  to  be  twelve  lacks,  or 
scribed  as  *'  of  extreme  pusillanimity,  and  1SO,00(M.  sterling,  and  upwards,  each  year , 
wealthy  :"  but  that,  whatever  may  have  been  which  the  said  resident  supposes  is  consider^ 
the  secret  objects  of  the  artifice  and  intrigue  ably  beyond  what  he  (Fyzoola  Khftn)  loiS 
confessed  to  form  ite  very  essence,  it  must  on  votttiUaarUy  pajf :  "  however,  if  it  is  your  wiiii 
tlie  very  fkce  of  it  necessarily  implicate  the  that  the  claim  should  be  made,  I  am  ready  to 
company  in  a  breach  of  fiiitb,  whicliever  take  it  up,  and  you  may  be  assured  nothii^ 
might  be  the  event,  as  they  must  equally  in  my  power  shall  be  left  undone  to  oury  it 
brwk  their  faith,  either  by  withdrawing  their  through." 
guarantee  unjustly,  or  by  continuing   that 

guarantee  in  contradiction  to  this  treaty  of  IV. — That  the  reply  of  the  said  Hastings 

Chunar ;  that  it  thus  tonds  to  hoki  out  to  In-  doth  not  appear ;  but  that  it  does  appear  on 

dia,  and  to  the  whole  world,  that  the  public  record,  that  "  a  negociation  (Mr.  Johnson's) 

principle  oftbv  English  government  is  a  deli-  wu  begun  (or  Fyzoola  Kh&n's  cavalry  to  net 

berate  system  of  injusti^,  joined  with  false-  with  General  Goddard,  and  on  his  (Fyzoola 

hood ;  of  fanpolicy,  of  bed  feith,  and  treacho-  Khftn's)  tvadmg  it,  that «  mm  i^mmeg  ^om 

ry;  and  that  the  nidardcle  is  therefore  in  the  demandtd.^ 
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v.-— Thit  k  dM  bmbiIm   of  Fdmniy,  u  be  (Uw  Tixtor)  hid  only  ft  right  to  deoMiid 

Mftrdi,  ftad  AprU,  the  reeidmt  MkUleton  did  an  occftsionftl  aid  to  join  bis  army  in  the  field, 

repeatedly  propoee  the  reeumption  of  Fyxoola  or  in  garrison,  daring  a  war.    Bat  the  said 

KhlUi'k  jftghtre,  agreeably  to  the  treaty  of  new  demand  being  eraded,  or  rather  refused, 

Chonar;  and  that,  driven  to  extremity  (as  agreeably  to  the  fair  construction  of  the  treaty 

the  said  Hastings  soppoeee)  "  by  the  public  by  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  KULo,  the  matter  was 

msnacos  and  denonciatiwis  of  the  resident  and  for  the  present  dropped, 
minbter,**  Hyder  Beg  Kh&n,  a  creature  of  the 

said  Hasting  (and  both  the  minister  and  ro*        IX.— That  in  the  letter,  in  which  the  reei- 

sident  acting  professedly  on  and  under  the  dent  Middleton  did  mention  "  what  he  calls 

treaty  of  Chqnar,)  *'  the  Nabob  Fyxoola  the  fray"  albresaid,  the  said  Middleton  did 

Khftn  made  such  preparations,  and  such  a  again  apply  (or  the  resumption  of  the  jaghire 

dioposition  of  his  family  and  wsalth,  as  evi-  of  Raropore ;  and  that,  the  objections  against 

dently  manifested  either  an  istended  or  an  ex-  the  measure  being  now  remoyed  (by  the  sepa- 

peeted  nurture."  rote  peace  with  Scindia)  he  desireid  to  know 

if  the  board  **  would  give^assurances  of  their 

VI.— That  on  the  6th  of  May,  the  said  support  to  the  Yizier,  in  case,  which  (says  the 

Hastings  did  send  his  conBdential  agent  and  resident)  I  think  Yory  probable,  his  (the  vi- 

friend,  Major  Palmer,  on  a  private  ooonnis-  zier^s)  own  strength  should  be  found  equal  to 

sioo  to  Luckoow ;  anid  that  the  said  Palmer  the  nnd«rtaking." 
was  charged  with  secret  instructions  relatiTe 

to  Fyxoola  Kh&n,  but  of  what  import  cannot        X.— That  although  the  said  Warren  Ha^ 

be  ascertained,  the  said  Hastings  in  his  public  tingsdid  make  the  foregoing  application,  a  new 

instructions  baring  inserted  only  the  name  of  charge  against  the  resident  Middlettm,  yet 

Fyxoola  KhAn,  as  a  mere  reference  (aoooid*  the  said  Hastbgs  did  only  criminate  the  said 

ing  to  the  explanation  of  the  said  Hastings)  Middleton  for  a  proposal,  tending  "  at  such  a 

to  what  he  had  verbally  communicated  to  the  oisis  to  increase  the  number  of  our  enemies ;" 

said  Palmer ;  and  that  the  said  Hastings  was  and  did  in  no  degree,  either  in  his  articles  <^ 

tiierd>y  guilty  of  a  criminal  oooeealment.  charge,  or  in  his  accompanying  minutes,  ex- 
press  any  disapprobation  wlMitever  of  the 

VII. — That  some  time  about  the  month  of  principle ;  that  in  truth  the  whole  proceedings 

August,  an  engagement  happened  between  a  of  the  said  resident  were  the  natural  result  of 

body  of  Fyxoola  Kh&n*s  cavalry  and  a  part  the  treaty  of  Chunor :  that  the  proceedings 

ef  the  vixier*s  army,  in  which  the  latter  were  were  from  time  to  time  communicated  to  the 

beaten,  and  their  guns  taken ;  that  the  resident  sud  Hastings.    That  as  he  no  where  charges 

Middleton  did  represent  the  same  but  as  a  any  disobedience  of  orders  on  Mr.  Middleton 

slight  and  aocidratal  affray :  that  it  was  ao-  with  respect  to  Fyxoola  Khftn,  it  may  be 

knowledged  the  troops  of  the  vixier  were  Justly  inferred,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  not 

the  aggressors ;  that  it  did  appear  to  the  interfere  to  check  the  proceedings  of  the  said 

board,  and  to  the  said  Hastings  himself,  an  Middleton  on  that  subject ;  and  that  by  such 

affiur  of  more  considerable  magnitude,  and  criminal  neglect  the  said  Hastings  did  make 

that  they  did  make  the  concealment  thereof  the  guilt  of  the  said  Middleton,  whatever  it 

an  article  of  charge  against  the  resident  Mid-  might  be,  his  own. 
dieton,  though  t^  said  reudent  did  in  truth 
acquaint  them  with  the  same,  but  in  a  cunoiy 


VIII. — ^That  immediately  after  the  said  vkcxjihamt  oommrAnon  or  tbs  sti* 

"  fray  "  at  Daranagur,  the  vizier  (who  was  PVLatsd  aid. 
**  but  a  cipher  in  the  hands"  of  the  minister 

and  resident,  both  of  them  directly  appointed  I. — That  on  the  charges,  and  for  tho  mts- 

and  supported  by  the  said  Hastings,)  dkl  deameanours  above  specified,  together  with 

make  of  Fyzoola  Kh&n  a  new  demand,  equally  divers  other  accusations,  the  govemour-gone- 

eontrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  ral,  Warren  Hastings,  in  September,  1782, 

treaty,  as  his  former  requisitions ;  which  new  did  remove  the  aforesaid  Middlottm  ham  his 

demand  was  for  the  detachment  in  ganison  at  office  of  resident  at  Oude,  and  did  i^point 

^ranagur  to  be  cantoned  as  a  stationary  force  thereto  John  Bristow,  Esquire,  whom  he  had 

-at  Locknowy  the  copiial  of  the  vixier ;  where-  twice  before,  without  cause,  recalled  from  the 
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iMw;  uidatfldbonltlidflUMtiMdM  Mad  <<,>KiwwrtfcBy  ftipn<l,>g  a  pwWMH  fer 

Uasiinga  M  bttliofv  Um  miad  of  tiie  N«M>  Mine  bvib  ■«ofp«iiiio« ;  wd  itet  Ui«  U*- 

FyMoia  KfaAn  to  b«  m  irriCaMd  li  coos«*  mM  MMkerjr  «f  MtiHwhinf,  m  a  natiar  of 

^MbM  of  Ck«  abofis  ractCMi  rnWwrf  of  tk»  Ibrour  for  a  paouwiy  coMidtnUioa,  ri^ilf i 

kite  TMidMt  Middleloii,  and  of  hit  (tiie  Mid  jrtkk  ware  mmt  iMpawiMd  but  bj  tba  Irraty 

HatttB^ft)  •wncriiMiial  Mf loot,  ibait  be,  tba  of  Claioar  (an  ipitrMBiat  noovdad  fay  War- 

ffiid  Untftingi,  foond  it  Mciwiiy  to  write  lo  rtn  HastingB  biawalf  to  ba  ftiMded  oa  bkt^ 


FyviHtla  Khin,  aMuring  him  "  of  thafaToor-    boad  aad  ioJMalioe,)  doth  pooroKuIly  prmna 
abU  dkpoahiM  oTflw  pKeiuwaat  toarard     tba  trae  pwyoM  and  ohfaot  af  all  tbs  4uplH 


bim,  wbilabaBbaUMtbavafof^ttaditby  Bay    city,  doMit,  and  dooldo  dMling,  wiib  which 
iaprapor  ModooL"    But  that  the  Mid  ani»*     that  UMty  wm  projocted  and  jMonnad. 


laneM  of  the  gmmuom'Htmenl  did  aot  Mtdt 

M  aoon  after  appeared,  la  mIm  BMeh  eanfi-        V  ^-That  the  aaid  Pakaer  waa  JMtnMled 


dance  in  the  Mheb,  ofrar  wboM  a  paUie  In-  by  the  rwiidMl  Brialow,  with  the 

■liaiaent  of  the  aane  Hwtinga  wm  etill  approbatioa  of  the  govemotir  f  eneral,  ^  la 

holding  the  torraM  of  a  ^epriratioa  of  hia  obtain  from  FyxoolaKh&n  an  annual  tribate;* 

j^hira,andaa«iile*«aja««hiiolhariBith.  to  whieb  the  reaideat  addi,  "  If  yea  mm  yre- 

loM  brothran  acMM  the  OaagM."  anre  /r$m  Aim,  eaar  amd  abmm  lki»,  «  ^eih* 

Mab  («r>ie)  of  mtlmaij^  kmkM,  H  weald 

II. — Tbat  on  the  aubject  of  FyMola  Kbftn,  be  readeriaf  aneeoMtial  eerrioe  to  the  mier, 

the  said  Hastings,  in  his  instructiom  to  the  and  add  to  As  epn^deaef  kit  eaoettsaqr  mealrf 

new  residMC,  Bmtow,  did  Imm  him  to  be  ktnqfUr  rqmas  m  <As  aifacbmsal  ^  Ihr  iVa* 

guided  byhieowttdiacrethNi;b«t  (he  adds)  btk  I^fnoU  M^hinJ" 

**  be  carcfid  to  present  the  viaioAadhirsiifeM  And  that  the  said  gevenemwgeaenl  Haa* 

bcMgiavelved  with  aewdiffiealtiea,  while  ha  tinga  did  give  the  Mlowing  Mtmoidinary 

bM  ah^ady  m  asMy  la  opproM  him ;"  fbeiu  gnmnd  of  calenlatien  m  the  faaais  of  ibe  said 


by  plainly  hinting  at  aomeBMra  decisive  ama-    Palawr'a  aegoeiatioa  for  the  aonaal  tribula 
aarM,  wbenovar  the  Tirier  ahoahi  be  Iom  op> 


"A  IMS  mtmmi^  aadarsiiod  al  the  tiaM 
the  tTMty  WM  concluded,  (of  which  this  stipo- 


Ili.— Tbat  the  rMidrat  Brialow,  after  ao-    ktioa  wm  a  part,)  that  it  applied  m^  to 
ywinting  the  gararnomvgeasMl  with  bta  i»>     sMefry;  m  the  nabob  mier,  possessing  tha 


leatioM,  did  under  Ae  said  instraetioM  renew  aerrioe  of  oar  fenses,  couU  not  poesibly  re- 

the  aforeeaid  datm  for  a  eom  of  moMy,  bat  qaite  the  bnfontry,  and  leaetof  allauch  iafoa* 

with  maeb  eautioa  and  ekcumepection,  dia*  try  m  Fyaoola  K1i4d  aoald  liimiab ;  and  a 

tinctly  eeunding  Allif  Khin,  the  vakMl  (m  rnn^tUhcvmmm  tadadsdm  lAcatd  uibic*  i^ 

eavey)  of  Pjsoola  KhAa,  at  the  court  of  the  aeeto  Kk&m,  might  Jumitkf  wmid  from  m 

viaier:that««AllifKhlUiwfetelohbmaater  literal  eea^imue  wilb  Ibe  aaid  Mipmhiiom. 

en  the  etitjeet,  and  in  answer  be  wMdireoted  The  nuadber  therefore  of  borM  implied  fay  it 

net  to  agMa  la  the  granting  ef  ay  peooaiary  ought  at  leaat  to  be  ascertained ;  toe  wiU  ««9>- 

aid.'*  jMse  Jbat  tkamaand,  and  allowing  the  tzigeney 

for  their  attendanM  to  exiat  only  in  the  pro- 

IV.— Tbat  the  resident  Brialow  did  ihM  portion  of  «a« year  aa/ns,  reduM  thedeamnd 

openly  depute  Major  Palmer  aforesaid,  with  to  one  thousand  ier  the  oompatatien  of  the 

the  concurrence  of  the  Tizfer,  and  the  appro-  aabeidy,  which  at  (ha  rate  ofjyfy  rupees  »« 

bation  of  the  goremour-geoeral,  to  the  Nabob  man,  will  amount  to  fifty  thousand  per 


PyxoolaKh&n,atRampore;aod  thatthoMid     sem.    This  mayserre  for  the  bMis  of  thia 
Mmarwae  to^'eadeawmr  tocoDnaMthe    ar^le  fai  the  negooMliea  V^oa  It." 


nabobs  thatotf4ieHtoe/'JUtettaeAm<pf  tolAe 

vuicr  art  ceated ;  and  wAoleMr  claims  mtqf  bt        VL^^Tbat  the  aaid  Warraa  Haalinga  dalh 


madt  m  km  are  fmmded  ii;pea  Ihe  bmma  of     IhM  oontiaw  lo  iaetmct  the  «ud  Pal 

oa^f  adean^afs,  aadmpiamofm'    the  akeraalire  of  a  refuMl  (rem  Fyaoola 


to 


«*  If  Fyaoola  Khftn  shall  rduM  lo  treat  for 

Tbat  the  aaddMceasiBgoflheMiddoubm,    a  Mbeidy,  and  claim  the  benefit  </ hie  origM 

wilbeat  any  iaqoiry  of  the  sligbteet  ksad,    agreement  in  ita  Uteial  aiqiremion,  ke  ^ee»> 

doth  warrant  a  ^oog  preaomptioo  ef  thereto     sissti  a  rigktf  wkiek  we  caaaoi  d^pato,  aatf 

daDthcoMMtioa,  that  they  noMrflMllyaiieU    it  will  in  that  mm  inamin  oaly  to  fa  the  pi» 


AQAsmn  wAsmsM  u^noxas.  sn 

« 

dt«anBibir«rhaiw«UAk»«fctltlitfiiiili^  Fjmok  m4ii  to  JftdH  mUi  an»tj,  lU 

wtuchoiigbCatkMttoeiOMdtfiOO.  ImkI  of  inalructioo  iinaiedktaiy  succeeding 

doUi  afionl  just  reasM  ior  »  Wolent  preiump* 

Vll.— TlMt,  in  tlw  abof»«0ekad  imtm^  tkam,  thu  «aoh  apparcat  ienity  was  but  policy, 

tRNiytkanid  WflrrsaHMtingtdothiBaiBMle  to  five  t  colour  to  bis  oonduot;  he  tbe  said 

(lor  he  doth  Ml  direedy  «neit,)  ITieiMigii»  in  the  rery  next  paragraph,  bringing 

HL  That  we  tfo  Mtblad  by  traaty  to  UJQD  lortfa  •  new  eagiDe  of  OH>reaaion,  as  follows « 

troope;  which  ho  svfo  ware  aadoablodly  hi-  ^  Todenand  tbe  sarrender  of  all  ibereials 

iSBied  to  he  ail  onvalry.  (or  peafsttto)  of  the  nabob  rizior's  dominiona, 

td.  That  Aomid  fiastatgs  dolhAhon  tA-  lo  ^aham  Fysoola  has  given  protection  and 

nit,  that  a  single  horseman,  included  in  aho  vervieoy  or  an  ^tmmal  inbtUtf  ta  compensatum 

aid  furnished  by  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  would  prove  Jar  ^  hu  mttainwd  iy   tht   nabob  vizier 

%  literal  conplianoe.  in  Jm  rmtmmtf  tkau  tranqfamd  to  f^fzoola 

8d.  That  tbe  said  Hastings  doth  next  resort  £kf6m. 
■gain  totho  ogppooitioB  of  «nr  right  to  the  "  Yon  have  stated  the  incareaae  of  bis  jag- 
whole  iOOOoavalry.  h&ro,  oeoaaioned  hy  this  act,  at  Uw  moderate 

4th.  That  the  assd  Hwtinga  doth  aAer-  Mm  of  fifteen  laeka.    The  trin%tt  *mght  at 

wank  think,  in  tho  event  of  an  ezplanatioo  Itast  to  he  one-third  qf  that  amot^» 

«f  the  traaty,  and  a  ■ottteawnt  ci  the  pM^Of^  **  We  conceive  that  Fyzoola  Kh&n  him* 

tion  of  cavalry,  instead  of  a  poouniaiy  eooB*  aolfoMy  bo  disposed  to  yi^  to  tbe  preoeding 

nolation,  it  will  be  all  wo  can  demand,  thai  dewanrii  on  the  additional  condition  of  being 

Aoann^berohs^olienrtcaeasdfiieO.  allowed  toiiold  hie  laadsinUltamgaw(or  an  in- 

fifh.  That ihe  eaid  Hastkigs  dolh,  in  calc»  heritable  tanare)  instead  of  bis.  present  tenure 

kting  Iho  anppoeod<nnoof  their  eervica,  ai»  by  jaghear,  (or  a  tenure  for  life.)    Thi«  we 

aomoanaihitzaryoBtimieofoiioyoarefwar  Ihtak  Ihe  visicr  can  have  no  objection  to 

%o  few  of  ysaes ;  whicJi  (iiowefor aaoiisialo  grant, and  wo reoonMnfuid  it:  but  for  this  a 

the  calculation  may  appear  on  tlio  OfWrage  ef  fne  or  yssJhsasft  emght  to  be  immediately  paid 

Ihe  aaid  Hastings's  «wn  govatnmeat)  4otb  in-  w  <he  «iMtsinary  pM^periien  ^  the  Jtuameif 


volvo  a  fHiaoiple  in  a  ooaeidsrahlo  degrae  isliwalnf  at  thirty  iacfcs.** 
Topognant  to  ^  eyeien  of  •peiftat  peaea, 

inenkated  in  the  standing  oniem  of  tho  ooa^  IX.— That  the  naident  Bristow  (to  whom 

paey."  ^  letter  4)antaining  Major  Palmer's  instru^ 

6tb.  That,  in  eatimatiqg  the  pay  of  the  iioaa  ia .addressed)  nowhere  attributes  tbe  i»> 


cavalry  to  he  coanmied,  the  said  HaotHigB    ciaaae  of  fVnoola  KhAn*a  revenues  lo  thia 
doth  fiat  the  pay  of  eachmiai  at  JO  mpoaa  a    protaoiion  of  the  fugitive  reiats,  sobjocts  cf 


month ;  which  on  MOO  troops,  ail  caaahy  (as    the  viaier :  that  die  said  Warren  Haatingt 
tho  aaid  Heatings  soppooee  tho  treaty  ef  Lall-    «a*,  thcvefero,  not  wanaated  to  make  that  a 


Dang  to  have  muMit)-woukl  aasoant<o  aa  <a»>    {Moteit  of  euoh  a  poMmptery  demand ;  that 
penae  ef  30 looks  a  year,  or  belwoun  >0O,00O<.    9m  aa  indnoomeat  to  auke  Fysoola  Kb&n 


-ami  460,6001.     And  thia  eipenso,  alrietiy  agree  to  the  said  demand,  it  is  oflhred  to  set^ 

naolttng  (aooording  to  the  calculations  of  tlw  tie  his  lands  upon  a  tenure,  which  would  se- 

saM  Hasthigs)  from  Ao  inteation of  Shuja  ul  oooe  them  tolueotuUkan ;  hat  U»t  eettlement 

DovHa's  grant  to  Pyxook  K3iAa,  was  deeig»  iata  hriag  wUh  it«  new^lemsod  of  a  iue  of 

ed  to  be  supported  oat  of  a  jagfalre,  yahMd  at  thirty  laokator  400,000i.  and  upwards;  that 

fifteen  lades  only,  or  sonselhing  awrethan  ihe  prindplee  of  the  amd  denmndare  violent 

150^0001.  of  yearty  revenno,  jast  half  the  -end  lisapatic,  4nd  tho  andneemeni  to  aotfotee- 

laonnt  of  the  expenee  to  be  iooarnsd  m  coi^  osmwi  ^oeitful  aad  insidioua;  aad  that  both 

sideration  of  ttm  said  ja^Wro.  the  daaaandand  tho  indaeemaatare  derogatory 

Aiid  that  a  basis  of  negoeiation  so  incon-  to  tho  honaur  of  thia  Ba|j|oa. 
aistont,  so  athittaiy,  aad  eo  unjust,  is  eoatnury 

to  fhat  uprightness  and  iB[logri^,wMch«hoa]d  X^r— That  Major  Pabnar  afiMcesaid  pro- 

marfc  tbe  transactions  of  a  great  stale,  aad  is  oeadsd^ndor  4heao  iaatmctione  to  Rampcce, 

highly   derogitory  to   the  hoaaair  of  this  -where  his  journey  "  to  oaterl  e  .nos   qf 

aatioB.  •arnmy,"  was  proaiooaly  known  from  Ailif 

Khfta,  vaheel  of  {i^aoola  Khan  at  the  vizier'^ 

Tin.— Timt  notwilhttandlng  tho  sesming  eoort:  and  thai,  notwithstanding  the  assn- 

noderation  and  jastioe  of  the  eaid  Hastings  fanees  of  the  friendly  dispoeitioo  of  govern- 

in  oiAntttbg  the  clear  and  undoubted  right  of  ment  given  by  ihe  said  Hastings  (as  is  heroiB 


9H  AETICLX8  OF  OHA&QK 

relttad)  tlie Nabob Fywolt  Kii4B«4  tatfnu  and  bovr  ths  eonfrkiiM  mA  m/ffttt  «r  tbe 

tM  moat  teriout  and  despondtng  apprebm-  said  Haatini^  did  truly  oparatooo  the  mind  of 

•ions,  both  by  letter  and  through  his  mked,  Fyxoola  KhftOi  doth  apiwar  to  bo  better  ex- 

to  the  resident  Briatow,  who  represents  thoni  plained  by  anollMr  paaM|e  in  the  same  letter, 

to  Major  Palmer  in  the  following  manner  i  where  the  said  I^faMsr  poiif|niulat«a  himself 

**  The  Nabob  FysoolaKhftn  complains  of  on  the  mti^aelicn^  tokuk  Ac  fwrs  Ce  /yoeb 

the  distresses  he  has  this  year  suiTered  firoon  KUn  in  the  oondnet  of  this  acfodation,  as 

the  drought.    The  whole  collections  have,  be  spent  a  month  in  order  to  eflbct '*  by  argi»- 

with  great  management,  amounted  to  about  meot  and  penuasioa,  wk&t  As  eoiild  kam 

twelve  lacks  of  rupees,  from  which  sum  ho  eMaracrf  m  n»  ktmr  ly  rtrsnft  tmd  esmpwi- 


bas  to  support  his  troops,  his  fiunily,  and 
sererml  relations  and  dependants  of  the  lat« 
Rohilla  chiefii.  JETs  aqie,  it  dmHg  apysiHt 
(0  k  intended  to  dtpiivt  him  iff  Ait  esiwl^jf, 
0*  the  high  demand  yeu  hoM  made  ef  Urn  i»      ruix  tivdioatios  or  ftboola  kbaji 


tnoAadstihU,    Shoukl  be  have  assented  to  it,  BT  maiok  PAUixm  AJn> 
it  would  be  itopotsible  to  perlbrra  the  eoodi-  KASTUifts. 
tions,  sad  thM  hi?  repotation  would  be  injur- 
ed by  a  breach  of  agreement.    Ji3&f  Khkk  I.'— That  in  the  coarse  of  the  said  negih 
furiher  repreeentt  thut  it  it  Mt  mMter'e  t»-  dation  for  establishing  the  rights  of  tbe  Nar 
tention,  m  case  the  demand  fkoudd  nethere*  bob  Fysoola  Khikn,  Major  Pahner  aforesaid 


linquithed  bjf  jfOM,  Jbrel  to  proceed  to  iMthum,  did  communicate  to  tbe  resident  Bristow,  and 

wAsre  he  propomt  having  an  inUniem  with  tbroogh  the  said  resident  to  the  council-gene* 

the  vitier  and  rtmdmU;  if  he  ehauld  mot  be  ral  of  Bengal,  the  full  and  direct  denial  oT  the 

able  to  obtain  hie  own  terwuJorajMtarepoo'  Nabob  Fysoola  KUin  to  all  and  every  of  lbs 

•Miion  tf  kajaghiref  he  tnff  «t<  i^for  Ca^  charges  niade  or  pretended  to  be  made  agpunat 

enlfa  m  order  to  pn^  for  jaetice  from  the  him,  as  follows : 

honowabU  the  govememr^genenL    He  ob-  Fyaoola  Khftn  persists  in  denying  the  in- 

serves,  it  is  the  custom  <3'  the  honoorable  frinfNncnt  on  his  part  ofany  one  article  in  the 

company,  when  they  deprive  a  chief  of  Us  treaty,  or  the  neglect  of  any  obligation  which  it 

country,  to  grant  him  some  allowance.    This  imposed  upon  him. 

he  expects  Som  Mr.  Hastings's  bounty ;  6iif  '*  He  does  not  admit  of  the  improoeiMnit 

if  he  ehmdd  be  dieappointed^  he  wiU  eertainhf  reported  to  be  made  in  his  jaghire,  and  even 

-sd  ^apon  a  pilgrimage  to  Jlfeeee  and  Jife-  asserts  that  the  collections  this  year  will  foil 


dinOf  and  renounce  Ute  earee  of  Ae  worU.**        aliort  of  tbe  original  jumma  (or  ^mate)  by 
**  He  direete  hie  Doheel  to  ooeortam  wke-    reason  of  the  long  drought. 


ther  the  EngUeh  intend  to  depriae  Mm^UM        **  He  denies  having  exceeded  the  linuted 
eoantry;  for  if  they  do,  he  is  ready  to  snr-    number  of  Rohillas  in  hb  service 


render  it,  upon  receiving  an  order  from  tba        '*  And  having  refiised  the  required  aid  of 
resident.'*  cavalry,  made  1^  Johnson,  to  act  with  Gene- 

ral GkMidard. 
XI.-i'Thatafter much negoeiation the N^        "He  observes,  respecting  the  charge  of 
bob  Fyxoola  KhAn,  **  being  fully  sensible  that    evading  the  vizier's  requisition  for  the  caval- 


an  engagement  to  ftimisb  military  aid,  ibow-    ry,' lately  stationed  at  Danaagur,  to  be  st*- 
eiw  elearfy  the  eonditione  might  be  etatedf    tioned  at  Lueknow  that  he  is  not  bound  by 


mnet  be  a  eoaree  of  perpetual  miwunderttand  treaty  to  maintain  a  stationary  force  for  the 

ingfond  tneonvemcnet,"  did  at  length  agree  aervice  of  the  vizier,  but  to  supply  an  aid  of 

with  Major  Palmer  1o  give  fifteen  lacks,  or  SOOO  or  SOOO  troops  in  time  of  war. 
I50,00(M.  and  upwards,  by  four  instalments,        "  Lastly,  he  asserts,  that  so  for  from  en- 

«Jiat  he  might  be  exempted  from  all  fotnre  eouraging  tlie  ryots  (or  peasants)  of  the  vizier  . 

claims  of  mlKtaiy  service :  that  the  said  Pal-  to  settle  in  his  jaghire,  it  has  been  his  con- 

mer  represents  It  to  be  his  belief,  '<  that  ne  stant  practice  to  deliver  them  up  to  the  aumil 

pertont  net  hnamm  to  pnnn  youTf  (the  said  of  Rohilemid,  whenever  be  could  discover 

Hastings's)  eoi^Uenee  and  eupport  in  the  them." 
degree  that  I  am  euppotod  to  do,  would  have 

obtained  nearly  so  good  terms ;"  but  from        H.— That,  in  givmg  his  opinions  on  the 

what  motive  "  terms  so  good  "  were  granted,  foresaid  denials  cf  the  Nabob  Fyxoola  Kb4n« 
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tho  said  Palmer  did  not  ewHiwrwrt  any  one  of  by  prodncug  rae«iptt  of  TarioiM  dat«8,  tad 
the  eoDstrocUona  of  tba  treaty  adranoed  by  for  great  number*  of  these  people  surrender- 
the  said  nabob.  ed  upon  requisition  from  the  vizier'a  officers.*' 

That  although  the  said  Palmer,  *'  irom 
general  appearances  as  well  as  universal  r^  III.'— That,  orer  and  ahore  the  aforesaid 
port,  did  not  doubt,  that  the  jymma  of  the  ooaqylete  reflation  of  the  different  charges 
jaghire  is  grtaUy  inertaatdf"  yet  he,  the  said  and  pretexts,  under  which  exactions  had  been 
Palmer,  did  not  intimate  that  it  was  increased  practised,  or  attempted  to  be  practised,  on 
in  any  degree  near  the  amount  reported,  as  it  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  the  said  Palmer 
was  drawn  out  in  a  regular  estimate,  trans-  did  further  condenm  altogether  the  principle 
nitted  to  the  said  Palmer  expressly  for  Ibe  of  calculation  assumed  in  such  exactions 
purposes  of  his  negociation;  which  was  of  (even  if  they  had  been  founded  in  justice) 
course  by  him  produced  to  the  Nabob  Fy>  by  the  following  explanation  of  the  nature  o£ 
zoola  KfeAn,  and  to  which  specifically  the  do-  the  tenure,  by  which,  under  the  treaty  of  Lall- 
nial  of  Fysoola  Kh&n  must  be  understood  to  Duig,  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n  held  his  poe- 
'PP'y*  sessions  as  a  jaghiredar. 

That  the  said  Palmer  did  not  hint  any  doubt  **  There  are  no  precedents  in  the  ancient 
of  the  d^ciency  affirmed  by  FyxoolaKh&n  in  visage  of  the  country  for  ascertaining  the 
-the  collectiona  (br  the  cnrrent  year:  and,  nuzzerana  (customary  present)  or  peschcush 

That  if  any  increase  of  jomma  did  truly  (regular  fine)  of  grants  of  this  nature:  they 
eorist,  whatever  it  may  have  been,  the  said  vers  Jtettowed  by  tke  prinee  at  rtwarda  or  fw- 
Palmer  did  acknowledge  it  "  to  have  been  xmcn ;  and  the  accustomary  present  in  return 
solemnly  relinquished  (in  a  private  agree-  was  adapted  to  the  dignity  of  the  donor, 
rnent)  by  the  vizier.**  rather  than  to  the  value  of  the  gift  ;  to  wAieA 

That  although  the  said  Palmer  did  suppose    %i  netwr,  /  ftsticvs,  6orc  aa^  khtd  of  pr^por* 
the  number  of  Rohillas,  (employed  "  in  or-     tknJ^ 
dinary  occupations,)  in  Rampore  alone,  to 

exceed  that  limited  by  the  treaty  for  his  (Fy-  IV. — That  a  snm-  <^  money  ("  which  of 
soola  Kh&n*8)  service,**  yet  the  said  Palmer  courae  was  to  be  received  by  the  company  **) 
did  by  no  means  imply,  that  the  Nabob  Fy-  being  now  obtained,  and  the  "  interetU  both 
zoola  Kh4n  maintained  in  hi$  aerviea  a  single  of  the  eoTxpany  and  the  viner  *'  being  thus 
man  more  than  was  allowed  by  the  treaty ;  uid  much  **  better  promoted  '*  by  "  eetabliehmg  the 
by  a  particular  and  minute  account  of  the  righte  **  of  Fyzoola  Khftn,  than  they  could 
troops  of  Fyzoola  Khftn,  transmitted  by  the  have  been  by  **  dcprmn^  him  ^fhie  ind^pen^ 
resident  Briatow  to  the  said  Palmer,  the  nam-  deney  f*  when  every  undue  influence  of  secret 
ber  was  stated  but  at  6840,  probably  including  and  criminal  purposes  was  removed  from  the 
officers,  who  were  not  understood  to  be  com-  mind  of  the  govemour-general,  Warren 
prebended  in  the  treaty.  Hastings,  Esquire,  he,  the  said  Hastings, 

That  the  said  Palmer  did  further  admit  it  did  also  concur  with  his  friend  and  agent, 
**  lo  60  nol  dearfy  empruetd  in  the  treaty.  Major  Palmer,  in  the  vindication  of  the  Nac 
wbether  the  restriction  included  Rohillas  of  all  bob  Fyzoola  KMn,  and  in  the  most  ample 
descriptions ;  but  at  any  rate  he  adds,  "  it    manner. 

does  not  appear  that  their  number  is  formida-  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now 
ble :  or  that  he  (Fyzoola  Kh&n)  could  by  any  clearly  and  explicitly  understand  the  clauses 
meemseubeiMmehnumbertaeoouldoaueemiy  of  the  treaty,  ''that  Fyzoola  Kh^  should 
aeriena  alarm  to  the  visier ;  neither  is  thwe  send  tioo  or  three  (and  not  Jive)  thousand 
any  appearance  of  their  entertaining  any  views  men,  or  oltond  in  pereon  in  oate  it  woe  rejni- 
beyond  the  quiet  possession  of  the  advantages     nto.** 

which  they  at  present  enjoy.*'  That  the  said  Warren  Hastings  did  now 

And  that  in  a  subswiuent  letter,  in  which  confess,  that  the  right  of  the  vizier,  under  the 
the  said  Palmer  thought  it  prudent  "  to  vindi-  treaty,  was  at  best  "  but  a  preearunu  and  nn- 
cata  himself  from  any  possible  insinuation  eermeeabU  right ;  and  that  he  thought  fifteen 
that  he  meant  to  sacrifioe  the  vizier's  into-  lacks,  or  160,000/.  and  upwards,  an  ample 
rest,**  be,  the  said  Palmer,  did  positively  at-  equivalent,*'  (or,  according  to  the  expression 
test  '^the  new  claim  00*  Fyzoola  Khftn  fi>r  of  Major  Palmer,  an  excellent  bargain)  as  in 
the  protection  of  the  vizier^s  ryots  to  be  truth  it  was,  "fbr  expunging  an  article  of 
wholly  without  foundation ;  a*  the  Nabob  Fy  such  a  tenour,  and  so  loosely  worded."  And 
loola  KhAn  *'  bad  proved  to  him  (Palmer)  finally,  that  the  said  Hastings  did  give  the 
Vol.  IU.— 18 
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fbTlowing  ae«criptioB  oftln  genorftl  dnmetflr,  Mooted  ia  opoi  viobtiM  of  a  pandve  tantf 

duposition,  and  droamstancM,  of  fhe  Nabob  yguoA  a  luiiico,  who  had  an  biradilaiy  right 

Fjzoola  EMn  :  to  more  than  he  actually  pbaaonied,  ior  wfaoaa 

'    *<  The  ramoun  which  had  been  spread  of  protectioB  tba  faith  of  the  eonpaoy  and  tbe 

his  hostile  designs  against  the  riaier,  were  nation  was  fepeatedly  pladged,  and  wiw  had 

totally  groondless,  and  if  he  had  been  incKn-  desenred  and  obtainod  the  pvbUe  dianks  of 

ed,  he  had  not  ^  means,  to  make  himself  the  British 


governmsnt,  when,  in  alliisioB  t9 

formidable ;  on  the  contrary,  being  in  the  do*  oerlain  of  the  aaid  acts,  aha  court  of  directots 

dine  of  life,  and  possessing  a  TeryfeKile  and  had  eifreased  to  tba  said  Haaiiogs  their 

prosperous  jaghire,  it  is  more  natural   to  wishes  *<  to  be  eonsidared  rm^aa  thegMr^ 

BUppoee  that  Fyzoola  RMn  wishes  to  spend  dians  of  the  honour  and  proper^r  of  the  Mp 

Ihb  remainder  of  hb  days  in  quietness,  thah  tire  powera,  than  as  the  instrumenU  of  op« 

that  be  is  preparmg  to  embaric  in  active  and  preostonf  ha,  the  said  Haatinfs,  in  reply  £• 

offensive  scenes,  wMch  must  end  in  his  own  the  saiddireeton,  his  mastars,did  coDcfaide  hip 

destruction."  official  aooount  of  the  iaal  aettlenent  with 

Fyaoola  KMn,  with  the  following  indeoaat, 

v.— Yet  that,  notwttstanding  this  virtual  beeause  unjust,  eoDollation  i 

vaA  implied  crimination  of  his  whole  coo-  "  Sach  are  tho  measures  which  wo  sfaaU 

duct  toward  the  Nabob  Fyzoola  Kh&n,  and  ever  wish  to  ohsorfv  towards  <mt  aUisB  or  d^ 

after  all  the  aforesaid  acts  systematically  pro-  pendants  upon  our  fronlieft." 


«^«  Jm  fAs  Iriiar  r^ftrr^a  to  ta  the  Vntth  imd  XVIth  ArtidM  of  Chvf  M  «• 
In  any  ^fhs  Appmdimi  to  tho  Rtporto  of  tho  Sdaet  OommHtm,  af  has  bmm  4kamgkt 
moeotoary  to  atmox  it  at  an  Appendix  to  fibcte  •Ckmrget, 


APPENDIX 

TO  THE  Unth  AND  XVIth  CHARGS8. 

Copy  of  a  taterfnm  Warren  SatHngej  Eoq^ekro^  to  WWkmlkwpfnue^Empun^  Ciiiirsaii 
of  the  Court  of  Direetore  of  the  EaO-Jndia  Cvmpetng^  doled  CSbsttmhosi,  UA  ^  M^^ 
1785  ;  and  printed  by  order  of  Che  Houoe  of  €fummom. 


7^  JVUliam  Deod^fies,  j^STuire,  Chafrmofi  fact  ia,  that  I  was  not  at  the  presidaaey  whan 

^  the  SonouraiMe  the  Court  of  Direetore,  Uie  Surprise  arrived ;  and  when  I  nafeumed 

to  it,  my  time  and  attention  were  as  aatiroly 

6rB,^The  honourable  cotnt  cf  directors,  engrossed, totheday of  n^  final  depavtoreiwai 

in  their  general  letter  to  Bengal,  by  the  Sur-  it,  by  a  variety  of  other  more  imfxirtant  oocu« 

prise,  dated  the   16lh  March,  1784,  were  ]Mitiott8,  of  which,  sir,  I  may  safely  appeal  ia 

pleased  to  express  their  desire  that  I  should  your  testimony,  grounded  on  the  large  portieft 

Inform  them  of  the  periods  whei^  each  sum  of  contributed  by  myself  of  the  votuaaea  which 

the  presents,  mentioned  in  my  address  of  the  compose  our  oonsuhatieas  of  that  ported, 

tSd  May,  1782,  was  received,  what  were  that  the  submission  whidi  my  respect  wouU 

my  motives  for  withholding  the  several  re-  have  enjoined  me  to  pay  to  the  isonusaad  taa** 

ceipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  council,  or  of  posed  on  me,  was  lost  to  my  recoUeetton,  per- 

the  court  of  directors,  and  what  were  my  rea-  haps  from  tiie  stronger  impression,  which  tho 

sons  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  sums,  firat  and  distant  perusal  of  it  had  lefl  on  ary 

and  for  paying  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as  uiad,  that  it  was  rather  intended  as  a  repeo- 

depositg  on  my  own  account.  hension  for  ooraething  which  had  givon  effoaet 

T  have  been  kindly  apprized  that  the  infor-  in  my  report  of  the  original  transaction,  tiMSi 

mation  retiUired  as  aJxyvo  is  yet  expected  from  as  expressive  of  any* want  of  a  Anther  olnoi* 

me.    I  hope  tfiat  the  circumstances  of  my  dation  of  it. 

past  situation,  when  considered,  will  plead  my  I  will  now  endeavetar  to  reply  to  the  diffiar- 

excuse  for  having  thus  long  withheld  it.    TIm  ent  questions  which  have  hsen  stated  to  nw| 


in  u  explicit  t  maaMr  ii  t  Uii  ilil*.   To  itMi|  pi  •IdMllty,  feMir  Ifcai^    1  Wre  nU 

such  infonnaiion  as  I  c«a  ^ve  the  faonoiir**  that  tii»  ihPMirat«Hai  df  tke  mgoubI  were 
ble  court  U  fully  MidUad,  and  wfaera  that  fiftid  into  the  e— npfj'a  iraMuiy  wiUuNit 
Mil  (iroYe  defective,  I  will  point  oot  the  pnaaini  tfaraq^  my  hnnda.  The  second  of 
easy  means  by  which  it  may  be  rendered  more  these  was  tweed  kilo  BOtiee  by  its  destina- 
oomplete.  tiota  and  ftppKcation  to  the  expense  of  a  de- 
First,  I  believe  I  can  affinoi  with  ceirtaiMy  tncbment,  wUch  wan  fbraied  nnd  employed 
that  the  several  suns  mentioned  in  theae>  tj^instlMnjeeficiMlin,  under  the  command 
count  transmitted  with  my  letter  abof«  men*  of  Lietttenant-Oolsnei  CasMO,  ns  I  particu* 
tioned,  were  received  at  or  withm  fc  very  hm  iarly  npprisad  the  osnrC  of  direeteve,  in  my 
days  of  the  dates  which  are  prefixed  to  them  letter  of  the  Stth  November,  1780.  Tlw 
in  the  account ;  but  ms  this  oonuins  only  ether  two  were  eetininly  not  intended,  when 
the  gross  sums,  and  each  of  these  Wan  re»  1  received  them,  to  be  made  public,  though 
ceivA  in  different  payments,  though  at  no  inteoded  for  pnblie  ssrvioe,  and  aetually  ap- 
frsnt  distance  of  time,  I  cannot  therefore  as*  plied  Co  it.  The  encsnciee  of  the  ^overiH 
sign  a  greater  degree  of  accuracy  to  the  ao-  meat  were  *t  that  time  my  owhi  «nd  every 
count.  Perhaps  the  honourable  Court  wiH  pressnre  upob  It  rsslad  with  its  lull  weight 
jndge  this  sufficient  for  any  purpose  to  which  tfpon  my  mlnd»  Wherever  1  oenld  £nd  «1- 
tbeir  inquiry  was  directed ;  but  if  it  shooM  iowable  meant  of  relisving  these  wants,  I 
not  be  so,  I  will  beg  leave  to  refbr,  for  a  more  Migerly  seiaed  tiwm ;  bat  neither  ooald  itoocor 
minute  inlbrmation,  and  for  the  means  of  to  me  as  necessary  to  ntate  on  our  prooeediagi 
making  any  inveetigation,  which  they  may  etery  little  aid  which  I  «oold  thns  proeors, 
think  it  proper  to  direct,  respeothig  thb  Iiordolknaw1iowlcoa1dha;restatedit,with- 
partieulars  of  this  tcnnsacUon,  to  Mr.  Lak^  out  aippevhig  toconrt  firFsar  b|  an  ostent»* 
kins,  your  accomptant-general,  who  was  "privy  tion  which  I  diadainsd,  nor  without  the  chanoe 
loevery  process  of  it,  and  possesses,  as  I  b»-  "df  eiolting  the  jsahmsy  of  nj  colleagues  fa|y 
lieve,  the  original  paper,  which  contained  the  tte  oonetraethe  wseitiea  of  a  separate  and 
only  account  that  1  ever  kept  of  it*  tn  Urik  vnpmtiolpHled  MSrit,  derived  from  the  i^ 
enefa  receipt  was,  as  I  recollect,  vpecifioally  fluenceof  my  ntntion,  to  whieh  they  might 
inserted,  wifli  the  name  ofthe  person  by  whom  have  laid  an  equal  daam.  I  ahould  ham 
it  was  made ;  and  t  shall  write  to  him  to  do*  deemed  it  partioahvly  dishonourahls  to  ra* 
sire  that  he  will  furnish  you  with  the  paper  it-  -eeive  Ibrtny  own  use  money  tendered  by  men 
self,  if  it  is  still  in  being,  and  hi  hhi  bands,  or  of «t certain tslnm,  fitom  whotol  had  intacdictsd 
with  whatever  he  c«n  d&tinetly  neoftacttoo-  tfw  rsbelpt  of  praasats  to  «iy  haferionrs,  and 
eeming  it.  and  bound  them  by  oath  not  to  receive  them. 
For  my  motives  for  withholding  the  several  I  was  therefore  more  than  ordinarily  cautious 
rsoeipts  from  the  knowledge  of  the  council,  to  avoid  the  suspicion  of  it,  wh^  wouM 
or  of  the  court  of  directors,  and  (or  taking  scarcely  have  &iled  to  light  upon  ow,  had  I 
bonds  for  part  of  theee  sums,  and  paying  suffered  the  money  to  be  brought  directly  to 
others  into  the  treasury  as  deposits  on  my  my  own  house,  or  to  that  of  any  person  known 
own  account,  I  have  generally  accounted  in  to  be  in  trust  for  me ;  for  these  reasons  I 
my  letter  to  the  honourable  the  court  of  di-  caused  it  to  be  transported  immediately  to 
rectors  of  the  t2d  May,  1782;  namely,  that  the  treasury.  There,  you  well  know,  sir,  it 
*'  I  either  choee  to  conceal  the  firsL  re-  could  not  be  received  without  being  passed 
oeipis  from  public  curiosity  by  receiving  to  some  credit,  and  this  could  only  be  done 
bonds  for  the  amount,  or  poesibly  acted  with-  by  entering  it  as  a  loan,  or  as  a  d«popi(  ;  the 
out  any  studied  deeign  which  my  memory,  at  first  was  the  least  liable  to  relleef  Utn,  and 
that  distance  of  time,  could  verify  ;  and  that  therefore  I  had  obviously  recourse  to  it. 
I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  obeerve  Why  the  second  sum  was  entered  as  a  depo- 
the  same  means  with  the  reet."  It  will  sit,  I  am  utterly  ignorant ;  poesibly  it  was 
oot  be  expected  that  I  should  be  able  to  give  done  without  any  special  direction  from  me  *, 
a  more  correct  explanation  of  my  intentions  possibly  because  it  was  the  simplest  mode  of 
after  a  lapse  of  three  years,  having  declared  entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the  transao- 
at  the  time  that  many  particulars  had  escap*  tion  itself  did  not  require  concealment,  having 
ed  my  remembrance  ;  neither  shall  I  atleiapt  been  already  avowed* 
to  add  more  than  the  clearer  afBroiatioR  of  Although  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that  these 
the  ihcts  implied  in  that  report  of  them,  and  were  my  sentiments  on  the  occasion,  yet  I 
such  inferences  aa  neoemarily,  or  with  n  will  not  affirm  thai  they  were.   Though  I  fed 
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their  imprctnoo  •■  llw  rwMJM  of  a  mtim  from  the  knowledge  of  the  court  of  direeton, 
of  tfaoughte  retained  on  my  memoiy,  I  am  not  and  informing  them  of  the  reet. 
certain  that  they  may  not  have  been  produced  It  being  my  wish  to  clear  up  erery  doubt 
by  ■ubsequent  refleptioo  on  the  principal  fiu;t,  upon  this  traniaction,  which  either  my  own 
combining  with  it  the  probable  motiree  of  it.  mind  could  suggest,  or  which  may  have  been 
Of  this  I  am  oertun,  that  it  was  my  design  suggested  by  others,  I  beg  leave  to  suppose 
originally  to  have  concealed  the  receipt  of  all  anoUier  question  and  to  state  the  terms  of  it 
the  sums,  ezoept  the  second,  even  from  the  in  my  reply,  by  infonning  you,  that  the  en- 
knowledge  of  the  court  of  directors.    They  dorsement  on  the  bonds  was  made  about  the 
had  answered  my  purpose  of  public  utility,  period  of  my  leaving  the  presidency,  in  the 
and  I  had  almost  totally  dismissed  them  from  middle  of  the  year  1781,  in  order  to  guard 
my  remembrance.    But  when  fortune  threw  a  against  their  becoming  a  claim  on  the  corn- 
sum  in  my  way  of  a  magnitude,  which  could  pany,  as  part  of  my  estate,  in  the  event  of  my 
not  be  concealed,  and  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  death  occurring  in  the  course  of  the  service, 
my  situation  at  the  time,  in  whidi  I  received  on  which  I  was  then  entering, 
it,  made  me  more  circumspect  of  appearances.  This,  sir,  is  the  plain  history  of  the  trans* 
I  cliose  to  apprize  my  employers  of  it,  which  action.  .  I  should  be  ashamed  to  request  that 
I  did  hastily  and  generally ;  hastily  perhaps  you  would  communicate  it  to  the  honourable 
to  prevent  the  vigilance  and  activity  of  secret  court  of  directors,  whose  time  is  too  valuable 
calumny ;  and  generally,  because  I  knew  not  for  the  intrusion  of  a  subject  so  uninteresting, 
the  exact  amount  of  the  sum,  of  which  I  was  but  that  it  is  become  a  point  of  indispensable 
in  the  receipt,  but  not  in  the  full  possession :  duty ;  I  must  therefore  request  the  fiivonr  of 
I  promised  to  acquaint  them  with  the  result  you  to  lay  it,  at  a  convenient  time,  before  them. 
as  soon  as  I  should  be  in  possession  of  it,  and  In  addressing  it  to  you  personally,  I  yiekl  to 
in  the  performance  of  my  promise  I  thought  my  own  feelings  of  the  respect,  which  is  due 
it  consistent  with  it  to  add  to  the  account  t6  them  as  a  body,  and  to  the  assurances, 
all  the  former  appropriations  of  the  same  which  I  derive  firom  your  experienced  civili- 
kind ;    my  good  genius  then  suggesting  to  ties,  that  you  will  kindly  overlook  the  trouble 
me,  with  a  spirit  of  caoti<m,  which  might  imposed  by  it. 
have  spared  me  the  trouble  of  this  apology,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
had  I  uttiversally  attended  to  it,  that  if  I  had  Tour  very  humble  and 
suppressed  them,  and  they  were  afterwards  .                       Most  obedient  servant, 
known,  I  might  be  a^ed,  what  were  my  m^  (Signed)         WAasxH  HAtrnrat. 
tfros  for  witbhoMiBf  part  «f  these  receipts  .     ChdUnkom.  llth  Jufy,  1785. 


TRIAL   OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  Esq., 


I.ATB  aOTBRirOK  OT  BBIieAL. 


INTRODUCTION/ 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 


THE    LORD    VISCOUNT    MILTON, 


MB  Oil  TBS  ixraxuTATiTst  IV  THB  oomtoMB  moowM  OF  rAKUABonrr  FMt 

oomwrr  or  tokk, 

mr  DBAB  Loxo,  htod,  in  tboir  pncdcal  application,  to  promot* 

I  AM  parmaded,  that  yoor  lonUiip  wiU  not  iti  gaowitjr  in  this  natioD— had  been  more 

be  diapieaped  to  we  year  name  inMribedf  at  phiknophicallj  de? eloped,  and  more  aocivatolj 

die  b^pBomg  of  an  introduotien  to  the  fourth  defined,  more  syitematicaUy  arrangedi  and  ap> 

Tohnae  of  Mr.  Burke*!  powthiimnm  worka.  pUed  with  mora  profound  wiadom  to  their 

Ttift  heredhary  imereet,  which  you  poawii,  in  practical  ol^ect,  by  him,  than  by  any  other 

whatever  regardt  the  public  labonra  of  tiwt  peraon ;  principlM  too,  not  len  warmly  che- 

araat  man  and  diotingaithod  itatoamaa,  wiU  riahed  in  hisheart,  than  fimdy  embraced  by  hia 

torm,  I  troftjbatannaUpartofyour  daimto  uideratanding.    Diaintorested  patrioUam,  he 

aooh  a  diatinetioo.    Tour  &tber,  and  your  knew,  you  vrould  imbibe  firom  the  leaaona  off 

peat-vndethelateMarqaaaaof  Rockin^am,  your  ▼irtoouaparenta,  and  a  whig  patriot  akme 

in  addition  to  the  happbeaa,  which  they  en-  waa  to  be  expected  fiom  the  hwae  of  Went* 

ioyed,  of  hia  peraooal  intimacy  and  friendahip^  worth.    When  he  waa  taken  fiom  ua,  you  had 

bid  aleo  the  gratification  of  being  in  a  high  not  attained  an  age,  that  enabled  you  to  profiti 

da^ee  inatrameutal  in  the  direction  of  thooe  aa  yow  immediate  predeceaaon  had  done,  by 

lalMira  te  the  aerrioe  of  their  oonntry.    I  well  hia  frieodahip  in  priTato,  and  co-operation  in 

raawmber,  that  Mr.  Burke  aBanifaoted  no  or-  public  Ufo.    But  hereditary  veneration  for  hia 

dioary  aenaation  of  joy  at  your  birth ;  an  event,  chanAter,  and  the  afeodiouaperaaal  of  hia  writ- 

whadk  he  oooaidered  to  be  intimatoly  oannae«  ingi,  have,  in  a  great  degrae  aopplied  that 

ted  with  the  wawntial  intereata  of  the  nation,  loaa.    Had  he  lived  to  know  how  firmly  and 

The  heir  to  a  title  conveying  the  right  to  a  aeat  leakmaly  you  ara  attached  to  the  principlea 

in  the  legidative  councila  of  the  nation,  and  to  which  he  had  invariably  maintained,  and  bow 

a  landed  proper^,  among  the  first  in  value  and  ateadily  and  ntanfiiUy  you  come  forward,  upon 

amplitude ;  the  fotura  hMd  of  a  family,  whoae  aU  oocaaiona,  to  dieir  aupport,  he  would  have 

anii*v*«  and  oonnectiona  apread  tta  inflnenoe  derived  from  that  knowledge,  in  the  preaent  in- 

thnmgh  a  wide  range  of  aodal  and  poUtiCal  auapicioua  atato  of  public  affaira,  aome  conao- 

interooorae,  and  gave  ita  aenaibleand  perma-  lation  at  leaat,  perhapa  aome  hope  of  bettei 

neat  weight  in  all  mattora  of  atato,  oould  not  timea;   notwithatanding  the  triumphant  ca« 

be  regarded  by  him  with  indifieraioe.    Nor  raer,  whidi  liea  open  to  the  enemiea  of  whig 

wfll  thia  appear  axtraoidinary,  when  it  la  co»-  giam,  an  oonaeqoenee  of  diviaiona  within  it 

aidered,  that  the  prineiplea  Of  die  party,  of  aeli^andthe  apathy  of  the  people  fiom  without 

whaeh  he  knew  you  wooid  ahnoat  neoeaaarily  In  the  mind  of  Mr.  Burke  political  prioci- 

beoone  a  diatingoiahed  member,  and  prob^  plea  wera  not  olijecta  of  barren  apeculation. 

My  an  eoMoent  aupport ;  principlea  fiwnded  Winlam  in  him  waaalaraya  practicaL  What- 

upoB  the  baaia  of  p<ilieal  liberty,  and  cakiio  ever  hia  underataading  adopted  aa  truth,  made 

ita  way  to  hia  heart,  and  aunk  deep  into  it; 

•  The  Wfder  wUl  perceive  that  tiiU  inwoduc-  .nd  hfa  ardent  and  geaeioiH  feelinga  aeised 

tion.mecoded  the  fourth  volume  of  Mr.  Burkee    ^^.  , ,itt^\„ i  rnnMiniM  mmm»^„0w>u^i^ 

poaihnmoua  worka.   It  ia  retained  hera  fa  the  ^  prompliliide  and  eageraeaa  every  oocMfoa 

lana  placn  H  avpean  In  the  KaglMi  edUen.  of  applymg  it  to  the  oae  of  mankmd.    How 
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Urge  a  portion  of  an  acUTo  and  laborioui  life  might  fiul  in  the  technica]  proof  of  his  guilt, 

was  thus  empkijed,  wiD  be  seen  in  our  fiitore  required  only  to  be  known ;  and  Mr.  Buriw 

history  of  iL     Where  ^aO  we  find  recorded  was  firmly  persuaded,  that  by  the  in?esii|^tiaQ 

exertionsofactiTebenewJeooe^atonoe  sono-  of  the  affairs  of  that  gpremmoit,  resulting 

merous,  so  varied,  and  so  important,  made  by  fiiom  the  trial,  and  by  the  public  exposure  of 

one  man  7  Among  these,  the  redress  of  wrongs  the  crimes  which  had  been  perpetrated,  he  had 

and  the  protection  of  weakness  irom  the  op-  not  only  discharged  a  sacred  and  imperative 

pression  of  power,  were  most  conspicuous :  duty,  but  at  the  same  lime  had  interposed  a 

And  of  this  kind  the  Impeachment  of  Mr.  powerful  check  to  the  commission  in  fiiture  of 

Hastings   «'as  considered  by  Mr.  Burke,  as  such  enormities, 

beyond  all  comparison  the  most  inCersstingaad  It  «ras  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that 


momentous.  he  had,  a  short  time  before  his  last 

The  volume,  which  is  now  inscribed  to  your  begun  to  prepare  materisJs  for  a  complete 

lordship,  relates  to  that  proceeding ;  a  proceed-  history  of  the  impeachment.    His  subsequent 

ing,  which  that  rhiuous  and  eniigbiened  repre-  inability  to  proceed  in  it,  was,  I  know,  most 

sentative  heU  to  be  the  most  important  of  bis  sensibly  felt  by  him:  and  it  was  among  the 

parliamentary  labours.  last  requests,  he  made  me,  that  I  wouU  col- 

The  assumption  of  arbitrary  power,  in  what-  lect  and  arrange  those  materiah,  and  publish 

ever  shape  it  appeared,  whether  under  the  veil  so  much  of  them,  as  I  might  judge  fit  ior  pub- 

of  legitimacy,  or  skulking  in  the  disguise  of  lication. 

state  necessity,  or  presenting  the  shameless  With  this  desire  of  my  moot  dear  and  hfr- 

front  of  usurpation ;  whether  the  prescriptiro  noured  fiiend,  I  am  endeavouring  to  comply, 

claim  of  ascendency,  or  the  brief  career  of  The  cultivators  of  literature   will  for  ever 

official  authority,  or  the  newly-aoquired  do-  lament  the  want  of  his  finishing  hand.    I 

minion  of  a  Dob,**  was  the  sure  otgect  of  his  trust,  however,  that   the  substance  of  the 

detestation  and  hostility.    His  endeavours  to  whole   of  the  proceedings  will  be  found  in 

stifle  it  in  its  birth,  or  to  obstruct  its  march,  these  volumes ;  and  that  the  philosopher  and 

and  impede  its  progress,  or  to  redress  its  op-  the  statesman  will  not  be  insensible  of  their 

pressions,  will  be  found  to  have  occupied,  in  value.    This  volume  contains  the  speeches, 

nuious  instances,  as  1  have  already  said,  no  which  he  made  at  the  dose  of  the  impeach- 

smaQ  portion  of  his  life.     The  scale,  upon  ment,  and    which  were  continued  for  nin« 

which  impressions  of  this  kind  had  been  exer-  days. 

cised  in  our  East-Indian  possessicms,  was  of  In  a  subsequent  volume,  an  essay  will  be 

.  such  a  magnitude,  that  it  required  a  mind  like  made  towards  a  history  of  his  life ;  oompris- 

his  to  grapple  with  them.     His  ardent  zeal,  ing  such  part  of  his   conespondenoe,  and 

and  unwearied  perseverance,  were  not  more  other  fugitive  oooipositions,  as  may  be  judg* 

than  equal  to  the  task.    He  well  knew,  that  ed  fit  for  public  perusal.    This  volume,  this 

the  impunity  of  Indian  delinquency  was  de-  teimination  of  my  labours,  and  of  our  joint 

manded  by  interest  too  weighty  and  extensive,  trust  in  editing  the  posthumous  works  of  Mr. 

and  was  secured  by  influence  and  protection  too'  Burke,  I  purpose  dedicating  to  the  eari,  your 

powerful  to  bo  resisted.     The  event  accord-  veneriij)le  &iher.     But  as  it  may  not  be  ths 

ingfy,  did  not  correspond  with  his  wishes :  but  divine  will,  that  I  shouM  live  to  accomplish 

the  ecl4t  of  a  triumph  was  neither  necessary  my  intention,  you  will  not,  I  hope,  my  dear, 

to  his  fame,  nor  the  triumph  itself  to  the  satis-  lord,  refuse  permission  to  my  availing  myself 

faction  of  his  own  mind.     The  real  cause,  of  this  present  opportunity  of  telling  the  worU, 

which  he  advocated,  did  not  depend  upon  the  how  greatly  I  love  him,  and  how  highly  I 

decision  of  the  court  of  judicature,  before  which  honour  him. 

the  impeachment  was  tried.   From  the  moment  Soon  after  my  first  acquaintance  with  him, 

it  was  voted  by  the  House  of  Commons,  the  he  succeeded  to  the  splendid  possessions  of 


attainment  of  its  main  objeot,  was  placed  out  his  uncle,  the  Marquess  of  Rockingham,  ay 

of  the  power  of  his  <mponents  to  wrest  fixm  revered  master  and  patron ;  and,  together  with 

htm.— The  existence  of  the  enormities,  with  them,  perhaps  I  may  be  pennitted  to  say,  to 

the  commission  of  which  the  govemour-gene-  the  guardianship  of  the  whig  cause  in  En^- 

ral  was  charged,  how  mudi  soever  the  managers  land  and  Ireland.    From  that  time  his  poU- 

^  tical*  conduct  is  well  known  to  his  country ; 

.JKU  .^'L?  "  TK  ^*"'^'?*  ""•.'?*r^**",***'.r*"  for  covertly  or  «  concealment,  I  may  eo^ 

sible  cases.    The  reader  will   And   In  these  ^ .     .,        '_.  .     .   .  .^^„  _^.u . 4i^.i.:« 

volumes,  examples  of  Mr.  Burke's  exerUons,  ^•n^J  Ms»rt,  he  has  done  nothing.    To  his 

■vfsrable  to  each  panicolsr  case.— £niT.  country,  then,  I  may  safely  leave  the  judg- 
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■Nil  «f  Uial  emdoct  Hii  p«Ulic«l  knovr- 
bdgtTt  %a«i  hU  AbiliQr  for  tho  idmiailimtioo  «f 
public  tilVin,  Af«  known  to  thoMi  iirtio  !»?« 
wther  Mt  m  counctti  or  have  hald  oorFMpoB- 
deoce  with  bim  upon  politionl  tubiMUi*  Hiii 
flfieinl  MrricM,  indeed,  during  the  late  long 
fwgD,  will  not  appMir  frequent  in  the  hietwio 
page,  nor  hie  name  prominently  con^icuoue  in 
tho  annals  of  party ;  but  in  the  silent  opera* 
lion  of  those  cauees,  which  hare  hitbwto 
Innsmitted  to  us  the  constitution,  if  not  un- 
impaired, perhaps  wiihoot  essential  deteno- 
rationi  through  the  yicissitudes  of  that  ereot- 
fttl  period,  and  which  hare  rescued  it  from 
frequent  and  imminent  dangers,  the  politician, 
who  looks  below  the  sorfkce  of  things,  will 
discover  abundant  proo6  of  hH  influence. 
Ever  keeping  steadily  in  his  view  the  essential 
equipoises  of  our  constitution,  he  conceived  it 
to  be  his  paramount  duty,  however  painful  the 
performance  of  it  might  be,  to  endeavour  to 
maintain  that  balance  between  its  oonstituett 
parts,  which  is  necessary  to  the  very  existence 
of  the  constitution  itself. 

If,  at  one  time,  he  abdicated,  as  it  were, 
the  high  rsnk,  which  he  held  as  a  leader  of 
the  old  whig  party,  by  concurring^  in  such  a 
formation  of  a  new  party,  as  to  the  jealous 
eye  of  the  public,  appeared  tinged  with  a  &i> 
tious  pursuit  of  power,  and  which  eieited  sus- 
picions of  a  dereliction  of  principles  ,  it  was, 
because  be  well  knew  that  no  such  dereliction 
had  taken  place,  and  that  there  were  no  other 
means  of  combating  with  effect,  that  favourite 
system,  which  from  the  beginning  of  the  late 
reign  was  directed  in  all  its  operations  to  the 
very  extinction  of  whiggism. 

If  in  an  alarming  exigency,  when  all  coih 
stituted  authority  was  threatened  with  subver- 
sion, be  submittedf  to  the  painful  necessity  of 
acting' in  separation  from  men,  for  whom  he 
entertained  the  highest  esteem,  and  with 
whom  he  had  lived  in  habits  of  tbs  most  inti- 
mate friendship,  and  in  concert  with  those,  of 
wboee  political  conduct  he  had  before  gene- 
rally disapproved,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
discouraging  the  projects  of  innovation,  which 
had  been  avowedly  espoused  by  those  who 
were  then  called  the  new  whigs :  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing,  by  strengthening  the 
legitimate  operations  of  government,  those 
inroads  upon  the  constitution,  to  which  the 
executive  administration,  when  weakly  fonn- 


•  The  coaTIUon  with  Lord  North  te  n8«. 

t  The  coaliiiun  with  Mr.  Pitt  In  17M,  and  the 
lonnatlon  of  Lord  Orenville*s  administration  in 
1806. 
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ad,  is  oAan  drivea,  in  pQ|»alar  dteAaneat; 
to  have  recourse :  and  particularly  it  was  with 
a  well   grounded    expectation   of  procuring 
thereby  the  aocoroplishment  of  a  great  act  of 
national  justice,  by  the  restoration  of  our 
Roman  Catholic  feUow  subjects  to  their  poli- 
tical rights.     This  support  of  the  executiva 
government  required  no  compromise  of  public 
principles;    on  the  contrary,   the  sdditionsl 
strength  acquired  by  the  administration  might 
both  have  disposed  and  enabled  it  to  effec- 
tuate measures  of  salutary  reform,  of  prudent 
retrenchments  of  expense,  and  of  necessary 
flsconomy.    On  the  part  of  Lord  FitzwiRiam, 
this  separation  was  marked  with  a  moderation, 
which  disarmed  the  animosity  of  the  friends 
he  had  quitted,  and  left  open  the  avenues  to 
r»-union  with  them,  whilst  at  the  same  time  it 
indicated  the  terms  and  extent  of  the  new 
alliance,  and  was  a  pledge  to  the  people,  that 
the  security  of  their  rights,  and  of  the  con- 
stitution, was  with  him  the  sole  object  of  that 
alliance. 

Afterwards,  when  the  independence  of  Eu- 
rope was  endangered  by  sn  overwhelming 
force,  which  nothing  but  the  resources  of 
this  country  appeared  able  to  resist,  he  united 
his  endeavours  with  those  of  statesmen  of  the 
highest  character  and  reputation,  to  call  forth 
those-resQurces  in  the  support  of  a  war,  which, 
whatever  might  have  bieen  his  opinion  of  its 
policy  at  its  commencement,  he  then  conceiv- 
ed to  be  a  measure  of  unavoidable  necessity. 

Lastly,  when,  in  the  discharge  of  these  du- 
ties to  his  country,  he  was  exposed  to  the 
effects  of  political  intrigues,  he  bore  the  coo- 
sequences*  with  that  dignity,  which  naturally 
belong*  to  conscious  merit,  when  deprived  of 
any  means  of  being  useful. 

Whilst  I  appeal  with  confidence  In  the  peo- 
ple, for  their  judgment  upon  his  public  con- 
duct, to  those,  who  are  most  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  his  private  life,  I  may  with 
equal  confidence  appeal,  and  ssk,  By  what 
private  virtue  is  it  not  eminently  distinguisl^ 
ed?  Is  this  adulation?  His  advanced  age, 
and  mine,  as  they  remove  from  me  almost  all 
temptation  to  be  a  flatterer,  may  well  exempt 
me  fi^Mn  such  an  imputation.  May  you,  my 
dear  lord,  ever  escape   its  poisonous  arts. 

*  The  dlsmlssk>n  of  the  coalition  ministry  In 
1784,  and  the  subsequent  discomfiture  of  the 
whig  candidates  at  the  gvneral  election  in  the 
ssme  year;  his  resignation  of  the  lord  lientO' 
nancy  of  Ireland  In  1790 ;  the  dismiuion  of  the 
Orenvllle  administraik>n  In  1807;  and  Lord 
Fkxwilliam's  removal  firam  the  lord  lieutenancy 
ofYorksblrololSlO 
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MtyfnrUbd«ifcilli*MrrlMorfoir«oaft*  P.  8^    Oot>i  ■p^togy  w 

irf  praewt  ftr  fM,  tflgiiftut  wWi  te  pra«M|  dM  Iwerthn  «r  ■•  imoh  dMitar, 

lli  MHlidMM;  tad  mmj  that  tiMiMeac^f  Um  iuMduil*  dMftgB  of  fbii  iAtroducckiB.   I 

«Ubi  fc  If  ywr  rtwMpd,  bteaiM  in  jwir  kif*  m  oilMr  to  dftr,  boi  Hm  naiortl  fwra* 

iMMb,  OM  Af  the  BetiM  of  proModAg  aad  Utj,  om  of  Hm  wmuf  nfroikioi  of  oU  tgt.^ 

•Morkg kt  mMt  vaMUa tetanoit  Hid  goB^  If  age  OMoot  MrMB  no franlbe  tefitri^ iff 

nl  proijpertly.    WHh  ibeis  and  evwy  odior  ericiefaai,  I  mat  donoiid  fwM  Um  pdblie  lb* 

wkkf  Md  wirii  Ibo  rfneertit  rofud,  I  indnlfeoce,  whkli  I  nay  nqoin,  lor  ih»  ?•• 

bW  gntifleitkii  of  prifnto  bm  ponoiBl  feol* 

Mf  dov  lord,  iagi,  u  no  mn  fitoomblo  iMiniioMMrlMi  ftr  dM 

To«  noik  ifcodioBt  InnbU  Mfttdl,  UMmt  tad  ptino  bioind  ta 

W.  AocwttrBA.  pooiiipwimtoftrHipofNiL 
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(Ma.  BOBM.)  H^  lo^,  tfMM  «•  . 

mkm  upon  wkat  «m  Id  Im  fauwl  in  ow  r*^ 

Mt  Lobm,— Tba  fMlliBM  win  havt  il  oanb  »d  kvioriM,  tlwi  what  w»  to  W  o^ 

Is  cMunnd  to  ««pport  tka  fanpiwrhiMiH  ptelad  fiaom  Um  puUk  jnstice,  h»d  farmti 

a|UMt  Mr.  HMlingi,  hMt  lUrtoUd  w  to  kopas  Mwlttmy  to  thanMlrw  aad  ^Mmh 

OfMo  tk»  OMM*  whk  t  ftoiiMl  viav  of  Um  iMMfaUt  to  m.    Tlwf  ibitartd  theMwhrw, 

fpomdiyi^MB  which  theOflnaaM  htfo  pfo»  that  tha  oonupiioM  of  lodw  «oaM  Mpapa 

Midid  a  thair  ahaifa  a(»>n*t  Un.    TImj  aaite  tha  diwi— iana  cf  jtorHwuat.    Thay 

hava  diraotod  ma  to  tMMipaaj  thia  with  ara  dMappointod.    Thajiwil  ha  di«MMto4 

anoUwr  gmmnX  ww  of  iha  aitoat,  tha  wagat.  hi  aB  tha  wat  of  thair  aipwr^tfaw,  whiah  thay 

toda,  tha  oatora,  tha  tanfanqr ,  aad  tha  aflaet  hava  fcnaad  i^mb  aaary  tUag,  anapt  tha  aaa- 

af  tha  ariatoa,  whkh  thajr  allaga  to  haaa  haaa  rita  af  thair  eavaa.    Tha  Oawnaw  wlU  not 

bf  him  cooHUttad.    Thaj  hava  alao  dhaatad  hava  tha  maiancholy  ananaial  flonr  af  havkf 

aa  to  g»va  an  aaylaaatio^  (with  thair  aid  I  aotod  a  aolitarf  part  n  a  MUa,hii  ippaifcaty 

■nj  ha  aiaUad  to  gita  it)  of  aneh  craaa*  work.    Whut  tha paaiaat  iwiaaataf  Iha  b»> 

ilaacaa,piaoadiiigthacriaaaohaifa4a«Mr,  tiaahaa  haaBa,itoiighaartrihiaalwinaaaaia» 

>Haatay , »  aoMOiitaBt  with  thai,  aa  aay  pUah.    AciMigthjiia&oawillbadflBatolDdla. 

tand  to  ahwidato  whataver  aMj  ha  fiiUBd  ah*  b  ia  traa,  dat  year  laidridpa  will  hava  foa 

aeura  a  tha  artidaa  aa  thay  ataad.    Ta  thaaa  fuB  ahara  ia  thia  graat  ac hiait aaiat ;  ha  tha 

Ihay  witdad  aa  to  add  a  frw  ifiuatrativa  ra-  Ooaaoaa  lava  alwaya  eoMidaaadi  that  whai^ 

Hacka  oa  tha  lawff  ntatnaa,  opioiona,  aad  avar  homiiv  ia  diridad  with  yaa  ia  daiibUd  ail 

aaananof  thapaoplaaaoeaffMMit  aod  whoara  thaaaahraa. 

tha  ofajaato  af  tha  criqaa  wa  chatga  aa  Mr.  Mjkwda,  I  aaua  aenfta,  that  aaUat  thaaa 

Haatagi.  aiWDnagiBg  pwiapaeta  tha  CaeaBona  da  aal 

TIa  aaranl  artiolaai  aa  thajr  appaar  bafim  appraaah  yov  bar  withaut  «wa  aad  aniiafj. 

jaa,  will  ha  opaoad  by  othar  |aatlaaaa  with  Tha  aagailnda  of  da  intaraata,  whiah  w« 

aara  partiaakrity,  with  aara  diatiactaaa,  ad^  hava  a  daiga,  wiH  racopaila  aaaa  degraa  of 

without  doaht,  with  afiniialy  mora  ahaity,  aoliaiada  lor  tha  arant  with  tha  naloiditiag 

wba  dkey  eoow  to  apply  tha  andenoa,  whioh  aanfidaaaa,  with  whiah  wa  rapoaa  oaaalrai 

■ataatty  bahagi  to  aaioh  aitida  of  thia  aec»(  upoayoorloRlabipa'jaalioa.    Fwwaamaaa, 

aatan.     Thia,  ay  loida,  ia  tha  pUa,  whiah  ay  Iwda  t  and  aaa  ara  aa  aaada,  that  it  ia 

wa  aaaa  to  poaa  an  tha  gRaatahBiga»  whioh  aat  only  tha  graataaaa  of  daagar,  but  tha  Tafaa 

iaaofw  to  abida  yoar  jud^aat,  of  tha  adaiajaia,  which  aaaaoraa  tha  dagraa 

My  kada,  I  BMMt  loik  upoA  it  aa  aa  aoipa.  af  ov  oonaaiB  a  avaiy  aMlartaUag.    laa- 

■i«i^rtaiiMtoihiaoaiaa,inwhibkiha  kawbaanra>«rhmbdHpa,  thataaaaiad^urf 

af  tha  kingdom  aal  Ihalrta  of  aaay  ia  anmciant  to  attaaia  iha  waba,  whfah  tha 

ara  uaolra4»  that,  froatla  fiat  aanip  Coaaaonpaatapan  tha  aaamaf  tha  aaaa  thay 

af  our  paitiainaptaiy  piaaaaa  to  paw  brag  bafim  yon.   Mylwda,  tha  hoitaaa 

thai  tha  hoar  of  aalaan  trial,  »o(  tha  aaaUmI  ofthia  day  ia  not  iha  bnahaaaf  thia  aa»- 

of  opakn  baa  aibwi  bataaan  tba  H  ia  not  aoialy,  wbathar  the  priaonar  a  tha 

bar  ^  6«d  bnaaant,  a  goil^ ;  bm  whadar 
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mUlioos  of  muikiod  ■hall  be  made  miserable,  &•  the  indiTiduatuig  principle,  that  makes 

or  happy.  England  what  England  is.    In  this  court  it  is, 

Tour  lordships  will  see  in  the  progress  of  that  no  subject,  in  no  part  of  the  empire,  can 

this  cause,  that  there  is  not  only  a  long  con-  fail  of  competent  and  proportionable  justice : 

nected,  systematic  series  of  misdemeanours,  here  it  is,  that  we  provide  for  that,  which  ia 

but  an  equally  connected  system  of  ma:(ims  the  substantial  excellence  of  our  constitution  j 

and  principles,  inrented  to  justiiy  them.    Upon  I  mean,  the  great  circulation  of  responsibility, 

bofh  of  these  you  must  judge.    According  to  by  which  (excepting  the  supreme  power)  no 

the  judgment,  thiU  you  shall  give  upon  the  past  man,  in  no  circumstance,  can  escape  the  ao* 

transactions  in  India,  inseparably  connected  count,  which  he  owes  to  the  laws  of  his  countiy. 

as  they  are  with  the  principles,  which  support  It  is  by  this  process,  that  magistracy,  which 

them,  the  whole  character  of  your  future  go-  tries  and  controuls  all  other  things,  is  itself 

remment  in  that  distant  empire  is  to  be  un-  tried  and  oontrouUed.    Other  constitutions  are 

alterably  decided.    It  will  take  its  perpetual  satisfied  with  making  good  subjects ;  this  is  a 

tenour,  it  will  receive  its  final  impression,  from  security  for  good  goyemoun.    It  is  by  this 

the  stamp  of  this  very  hour.  tribunal,  that   statesmen,  who    abuse  their 

It  is  not  only  the  interest  of  India,  now  the  power,  are  accused  fay  statesmen,  and  tried  by 

most  considerable  part  of  the  British  empire,  statesmen,  not  upon  the  nicedes  of  a,  narrow 

which  is  conoenied,  but  the  credit  and  honour  jurisprudence,  but  upon  the  enlarged  and  atAid 

of  the  British  nation  itself  will  be  decided  by  principles  of  state  morality.    It  is  here,  that 

this  decision.    We  are  to  decide  by  this  jodg-  those,  who  by  the  abuse  of  power  have  violated 

ment,  whether  the  crimes  of  individuals  are  to  the  spirit  of  law,  can  never  hope  tor  proCeo- 

be  turaed  into  public  guilt  and  national  igno*  tion  firom  any  of  its  ibnns  >— it  is  here,  that 

miny ;  or  whether  this  nation  will  ooovert  the  those,  who  have  refused  to  conform  thesMelvea 

very  offences,  which  liave  thrown  a  transient  to  its  perfections,  can  never  hope  to  escape 

■hade   upon  its  government,  into  something,  through  any  of  its  defects.    It  ought,  tbera- 

that  will  reflect  a  pennanent  lustre  upon  the  ho-  fere,  my  lonls,  to  become  oar  common  care  to 

nour,  justice,  and  humanity  of  this  kingdom.  guard  this  your  precious  deposit,  rare  in  iti 

My  k>rdi,  there  is  another  consideration,  use,  but  powerful  in  ils  effect,  with  a  religious 
whioh  augments  the  solicitude  of  the  Gooh  vigilance,  and  never  to  suffer  it  to  be  either 
moos,  equal  to  those  other  two  great  interests  discredited  or  antiquated.  For  this  great  end*^ 
I  have  stated,  those  of  our  empire  and  our  your  lordships  are  invested  with  great  and 
national  character ;  something,  that,  if  poss»-  plenary  powers :  but  you  do  not  suspend,  you 
Ue,  oomes  more  home  lo  the  hearts  and  feet  do  not  supersede,  you  do  not  annihilate  any 
ings  of  every  Englishman :  I  meui,  the  into-  subordinate  jurisdiction  ;  on  the  contrary,  you 
rests  of  our  constitution  itself,  which  is  deeply  are  auxiliary  and  supplemental  to  them  ail. 
involved  in  the  event  of  this  cause.  The  Whether' it  is  owing  to  the  felicity  of  our 
fiiture  use,  and  the  whole  effect,  if  not  the  times,  less  fertile  in  great  offences,  thaia  those, 
very  existence,  of  the  process  of  an  impeach-  which  have  gone  befijre  us;  or  whether  it  is 
ment  of  high  crimes  vod  nuitdomcanours  be-  from  a  sluggish  apathy,  which  has  dulled  and 
fore  the  peera  of  this  kingdom,  upon  the  charge  enervated  the  public  justice,  I  am  not  called 
of  the  Commons,  wiU  very  much  be  decided  upon  to  determine :  but,  whatever  may  be  the 
by  your  judgments  in  this  cause.  This  tri-  cause,  it  is  now  sixty-three  yean  since  any 
bunal  will  be  found  (I  hope  it  will  always  be  impeachment,  grounded  upon  abuse  of  autho> 
found)  too  great  for  petty  oauses :  if  it  should  rity  and  misdemeanour  in  office,  has  come  be- 
at the  same  time  be  found  incompetent  to  (me  fon  this  tribunaL  The  last  is  that  of  Lord 
<^the  greatest ;  that  is,  if  little  offences,  from  Macclesfield,  which  happened  in  the  year 
their  minuteness,  escape  you,  and  the  greatest,  1726.  So  that  the  oldest  process  known  to 
from  their  magnitude,  oppress  you;  it  is  im-  the  ooostxiutioo of  this  counliy  has,  upon  ita 
possible,  that  diis  form  of  trial  should  not,  in  revival,  some  appearance  of  novelty.  At  this 
the  end,  vanish  out  of  the  constitution.  For  time,  when  all  Europe  i|  in  a  state  of,  perhaps, 
me  must  not  deceive  oursdves :  whatever  does  oontagioua  fermentation ;  when  antiquity  has 
not  stand  with  credit  cannot  stand  long.  And  lost  all  its  reverence  and  all  its  effect  on  iit» 
if  the  constitution  should  he  deprived,  I  do  not  minds  of  men,  at  the  same  time  that  mvekxf 
mean  in  form,  but  virtually,  of  this  resouree,  is  still  attended  with  the  suspicions,  Uis*  9U 
it  is  virtually  deprived  of  every  thing  else,  ways  will  be  attached  to  whatever  it  new;  we 
that  is  valuable  in  it.  For  this  process  b  the  have  been  anxiously  careful  in  a  business, 
sement,  wtuch  binds  the  whole  together ;  this  which  seems  10  combine  theolg'ectionsbodi  to 
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• 

what  is  oriqwrftd  and  what  if  norelf  to  to  ported  bj  any  example  in  the  praetice  of  oar 

condiict  ourad?ee,  that  nothing  in  the  r^riTal  Ibre&thera. 

of  (hie  great  parliamentary  piocem  shall  adbrd  First,  to  speak  of  the  process :  we  are  to 

a  pretext  for  its  future  disuse.  inform  your  lordships,  that,  besides  that  kng 

My  lords,  strongly  impressed  as  they  are  previous  deliberation  of  fourteen  years,  we  ex- 

with  these  sentiments,  the  Commons  have  amined,  as  a  preliminary  to  this  proceeding, 

coodncted  themselves  with  singular  care  and  every  circumstance,  which  could  prove  &vour^ 

caution.    Without  losing  the  spirit  and  zeal  able  to  parties  apparently  delinquent,  before 

of  a  public  prosecution,  they  have  comported  we  6naHy  resolved  to  prosecute.    There  was 

themseives  with  such  moderation,  temper,  and  no  precedent  to  be  found,  in  the  journals,  ia- 

deoorum,  as  would  not  have  iU  become  the  vourable  to  perscmsin  Mr.  Hastings's  circum- 

final  judgment,  if  with  them  rested  the  final  stances,  that   was  not  applied  to.     Many 

judgment,  of  this  great  cause.  measures  utterly  unknown  to  former  parlia- 

With  very  few  intermissions,  the-  aflairs  mentaryproceedings,and  which,  indeed,  seem- 

of  India  have  constantly  engaged  the  attention  ed  in  some  degree  to  enfeeble  them,  but  which 

of  the  Commons  for  more  than  fourteen  years,  were  all  to  tlie  advantage  of  those,  that  were 

We  may  safely  affirm,  we  have  tried  every  to  be  prosecuted,  were  adopted,  for  the  first 

mode  of  legidative  provision,  before  we  bad  time,  upon  this  occasion. — In  an  early  stage  of 

recourse  to  any  thing  of  peinJ  process.    It  the  proceeding,  the  criminal  desired  to  be 

,was  in  the  year  1774  we  framed  an  act  <tf  heard.    He  was  heard;  and  he  produced  be- 

parliament  for  remedy  to  the  then  existing  fore  the  bar  of  the  House  that  insolent  and  un- 

disorders  in  India,  such  as  the  then  informa-  becoming  paper,  which  lies  upon  our  table. 

tioQ  before  us  enabled  us  to  enact    Finding,  It  was  deliberately  given  in  by  his  own  hand, 

that  the  act  of  parliament  did  not  answer  2l  and  signed  with  his  own  name.    The  CodS* 

the  ends  that  were  expected  fimn  it,  we  had,  mons,  however,  passed  by  every  thing  offensive 

in  the  year  178t,  recourse  to  a  body  of  mooi-  in  that  paper  with  a  magnanimity,  tint  became 

lory  resolutions.    Neither  had  we  the  expecW  them.    They  considered  nothing  m  it,  but  the 

ed  frnit  from  them.     When,  therefore,  we  facts,  that  the  defendant  alleged,  and  the  prin- 

found,  that  our  inquiries  and  our  reports,  our  ciples  he  maintained ;  and  after  a  deliberation, 

laws  and  oar  admonitions,  were  alike  despis-  not  short  of  judicial,  we  proceeded  with  coo- 

.ed ;  that  enormities  increased  in  proportion  fidenoe  to  your  bar. 

as  they  were  forbidden, detected,  andexpoaed;  So  far  as  to  the  process;  which,  thoogh  I 
when  we  found,  that  guilt  stalked  with  an  er^et  mentioned  last  in  the  line  and  order,  in  which 
and  upright  f^ont,  and  that  legal  authori^  I  stated  the  objects  of  our  selection,  I  thought 
■eened  lo  dnilk  and  hide  its  head  like  out-  it  best  to  dispatch  first. 
lawed  guilt ;  when  we  found,  that  some  of  As  to  the  crime,  which  we  chose,  we  first 
inose  very  persons,  who  were  appointed  by  considered  well  what  it  was  in  iva  nature, 
parliament  to  assert  the  authority  of  the  laws  under  all  the  circumstances,  which  attended  it. 
of  this  kingdom,  were  the  most  forward,  the  We  weighed  it  with  all  its  extenuations,  and 
most  boU,  and  the  most  active,  in  the  con-  with  all  its  aggravations.  On  that  review  ^e 
spiracy  for  their  destruction }  then  it  was  time  are  warranted  to  assert,  that  the  crimes,  >«ith 
for  the  justice  of  the  nation  to  recollect  itself,  which  we  charge  the  prisoner  at  the  bai,  are 
To  have  forborne  longer  would  not  have  been  substantial  crimes ;  that  they  are  no  errours 
patience,  Init  ocdlusion;  it  would  have  been  or  mistakes,  such  as  wirv  and  good  men  might 
participation  with  r*'J ;  it  woiibl hav*i been  lo  por«ihly''fan  into;  which  may  fvci\  produce 
make  ourselves  a^MMimplices  wiUi  the  criminal,  very  pernicious  eflfecti,  without  being  iv  fact 
We  found  it  was  impossible  to  evade  pain-  great  offences.  The  Commons  are  too  liberal, 
fol  duty,  without  betraying  a  sacred  trust,  not  to  allow  for  the  difliculties  of  a  great  and 
Having,  therefore,  resolved  upon  the  last  and  arduous  public  situation.  They  know  too  well 
only  resource,  a  penal  prosecution,  it  was  our  the  domineering  necessities,  which  frequently 
next  business  to  act  in  a  manner  worthy  of  our  occur  in  all  great  affairs.  They  know  the  ox- 
long  deliberation.  In  all  points  we  proceeded  igency  of  a  pressing  occasion,  which,  in  'Cm 
.with  selection.  We  have  chosen  (we  trust,  precipitate  career, bears  every  thing  down  he- 
it  will  so  appear  to  your  lordships)  such  a  fore  it,  which  does  not  give  time  to  the  mind 
crime,  and  such  a  criminal,  and  such  a  body  to  recollect  its  (acuities,  to  reinfbrtw  its  rea»Mi». 
of  evidence,  and  such  a  mode  of  process,  as  and  to  have  recourse  to  fixed  principles,  but, 
would  have  recommended  this  course  of  jus-  by  compelling  an  instant  and  tumultuous  de- 
tica  to  posterity,  even  if  it  had  not  been  sup-  cisioo,  too  often  obliges  men  to  decide  in  a 
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mumer,  that  cilm  Jtodgmeat  woold  certainly  Ing  erfaoet  df  tt  hi^  vfdtTf  tad  b  UMitff 
have  rejected.  We  know,  as  we  are  to  ba  h^h  deaeriptiCB.  Oar  ooorae  n  different 
ierved  by  men, that  the  peraom,  wboaenre  ut,  We  hare  not  faroogfat  before  yea  an  obaona 
aiOBt  be  tried  as  men,  and  wiOi  a  very  largo  otfender,  who,  when  hb  inaignificanoe  and 
allowance  indeed,  to  haman  infirmity  and  wedcness  are  weighed  against  the  power  of 
human  enroor.  This,  my  lords,  we  knew,  and  the  prosecotion,  gives  eren  to  public  jimiea 
we  weighed  belbre  we  came  before  yon.  Bnt  aomething  of  the  appearance  oC^ppressioB ;  nA^ 
the  crimes,  which  we  charge  in  these  aitides,  my  brds,  we  have  brought  belbre  you  the  fiist 
are  not  lansea,  defects,  erroufs,  of  common  man  of  tndia  in  tank,  autlwiity,  and  station, 
human  fraiky,  which,  as  tre  know  and  feel,  we  We  have  broogfat  before  yea  the  chief  of  tin 
can  aOow  for.  We  charge  this  offender  with  tribe,  the  head  Of  the  whole  body  of  eastern 
no  crim«i,  that  hate  not  arisen  from  passions,  offenders ;  a  captam-general  of  iniqaity,  onder 
which  it  is  criminal  to  harbour;  with  no  of^  whom  all  the  fraud,  all  the  peculation,  all  the 
fences,  (hat  have  not  their  root  in  avarice,  tyranny.  In  India,  are  embodied,  disciplined, 
rapacity,  pride,  insolence,  ferocity,  treaehery,  arrayed,  and  paid.  Thv  is  the  person,  ay 
cruelty,  malignity  of  tmnper;  in  short,  in  kxds,  diat  we  bring  before  yon.  We  have 
noCKmg,  that  does  not  argue  a  totsi  extinction  bruoght  befoTB  yon  such  a  person,  that,  if  yoo 
of  all  moral  principle ;  that  does  not  manlf^  strike  at  him  with  the  finn  and  decided  arm 
an  inveterate  Uackness  of  heart,  died  in  grain  of  jostiee,  yon  will  not  haVe  need  of  a  great 
with  malice,  vitiated,  corru|>ted,  gangrened  to  many  more  examples.  Ton  Strike  at  tilts 
the  very  core.  If  we  do  not  plant  his  crimes  whole  ooips,  if  you  atrfte  atthehead. 
in  those  rices,  which  the  breast  of  man  Is  So  far  as  to  the  crime :  so  Ikr  as  to  the  eii- 
made  to  abhor,  afad  the  sphit  of  all  laws,  minaL  Now,  my  krds,  I  shall  say  a  fear 
human  and  divine,  t6  interdict,  xvb  deaire  no  words  relative  to  the  evidetiee,  which  we  htv^ 
Vxiger  to  be  heard  upon  this  occasion.  Let  brought  to  support  such  a  chttrge,  and  wMch 
every  thing,  diat  can  be  pleaded  on  the  ground  ought  to  be  equal  in  weight  to  ^dtargeitsHt 
of  surprise  or  errour,  upon  those  grounds  be  It  is  diiefly  evktenoe  of  record,  oficialy  sign- 
pleaded  with  success :  we  give  up  the  whole  ed  by  die  criminal  htmsetf  in  muy  instsnoBs. 
of  those  predicaments.  We  urge  no  crimes,  We  have  brooght  before  you  his  own  letters, 
that  were  not  crimes  of  forethought.  We  antheniicated  by  his  own  hand.  Ontfieoewv 
charge  him  vrith  nothing,  that  he  did  not  diieffy  rely.  Ehlt  we  shall  ttelrise  bring  b» 
commit  Upon  deliberation ;  that  he  did  not  fore  you  living  witnesses,  competent  to  sped[ 
commit  against  advice,  supplication,  and  r^  to  the  points,  to  which  they  are  brought, 
monstrance ;  that  he  did  not  commit  againit  When  you  cooskler  Ae  late  enormoeh 
the  direct  command  of  lawfbl  authority ;  that  power  of  die  prisoner;  when  you  consider  bfa 
he  did  not  commit  afler  reproof  and  reprimand,  criminal,  inde&tigable  assMuity  in  the  d»» 
the  reproof  and  reprimand  of  those,  who  are  stmction  of  all  recorded  evidence;  when  yea 
authorized  by  the  laws  to  reprove  and  repri-  consider  the  influence  he  has  over  almost  aU 
mand  him.  The  crimes  of  Mr.  Hastings  are  Uving  testimony;  when  you  consider  the  dis- 
crimes,  not  only  in  themselves,  but  aggravated  tance  of  the  scene  of -action ;  I  believe  year 
by  being  crimes  of  contumacy.  They  were  lordAlps,  and  I  believe  the  worU,  will  be  as> 
crimes,  not  against  forms,  but  against  those  tonished,  4iat  so  much,  so  dear,  so  solid,  snd 
eternal  laws  </  justice,  which  are  our  rule  so  conchisive  eridence  of  all  khids  has  been 
and  our  birthright.  His  otfences  are  not,  in  obtained  against  him.  I  have  ao  dotibt,  that 
formal,  technical  language,  but  in  reality,  in  in  nine  instances  in  ten  the  evidence  is  such 
substance  and  effect,  jJgh  crimes  and  hi^  as  woukl  satisfy  the  narrow  precision  soppoa> 
misdemeanours.  ed  to  prevail,  snd  to  a  degree  rightly  to  prerail. 
So  far  as  to  the  crimes.  As  to  the  criminal,  in  all  subordinate  power  and  delegated  juri^ 
we  have  chosen  him  on  the  same  principle,  on  diction.  But  your  lordships  will  mamtain, 
which  we  selected  the  crimes.  We  have  not  what  we  assert  and  daim  as  the  right  of  the 
chosen  to  bring  before  you  a  poor,  puny,  subjects  of  Ghvat  Britain—that  you  are  not 
trembling  delinquent,  misled,  peihapsby  those,  bound  by  any  rales  of  evidence,  or  any  odier 
who  oueht  to  have  taught  him  better,  but  who  rules  whstever,  except  those  of  natural,  Unmu- 
have  afterwards  oppretted  him  by  their  power,  table,  and  substantial  justice. 
as  they  had  first  coi  nipted  him  hj  their  ettm-  <3od  forbid  the  Coramons  should  desire,  tfiat 
pie.  Instances  there  have  been  many,  wherein  any  thing  ^loidd  be  received  as  proof  from 
the  punishment  of  minor  offbnces,  in  inforiour  them,  which  is  not  by  nature  adapted  to  pronrs 
persons,  has  been  made  the  meana  of  screen-  the  thing  in  queatioa.    If  diey  should  naka 
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MBhAM^MlttlMjwoiddAimatoMfftanunf  pvtialiijrmj luck  and  iiMtl«  in  Om  «|nim 

Ib0  fiei7  priodplM  of  that  joatiBa,  to  which  of  our  Soam  at  proceoding.     It  ii  necM- 

Ihtf  rofoit.    Thoy  would  give  tbo  nation  an  iarjr,  therefore,  that  nothiag  in  that  proceed- 

•fit  aiaaii^  that  wouU  roboand  back  on  ing  abouU  appear  to  mark  the  aligbtest  trace, 

tbeawelvea,  and  bring  deei  ruction  upon  their  should  betray  the  faintest  odouri  of  chicane. 

oara  iMadi,  and  on  tboae  of  all  their  poaterity.  God  £»bid,  that,  when  you  try  the  most  eeri- 

On  the  other  hand,  I  hawe  too  nuich  co»-  oui  of  all  cauaes,  that  when  you  try  the  cauw 

fidenoe  in  the  learning,  with  which  you  wiU  be  of  Asia  in  the  presence  of  Europe,  there 

adfieed,  and  iha  liberality  and  nobleness  of  ahould  he  the  least  suspicion,  that  a  narrow 

the  aentineats,  with  which  you  are  bom,  to  partislity,  atterly  destructive  of  justice,  should 

Mspectt  that  you  would^  by  any  abuse  of  tiie  ao  guide  us,  that  a  British  subject  in  power 

fona,  and  a  technical  course  of  iirooeeding,  should  sppaar  in  substance  to  possess  jrig^, 

deny  justice  to  ao  great  a  part  ol  the  world,  which  are  denied  to  the  humblo  allies,  to  the 

that  daisM  it  at  jreur  hands.    Tour  kwdships  attached  dependai^  of  this  luogdom,  who  by 

ahsays  bad  aa  aaipVs  power,  and  almost  u»-  their  distance  have  a  double  demand  upon  your 

Jiwiied  jurisdiction ;  you  hare  now  a  bound-  protection,  and  who,  by  animpUcit  (1  ha|wuoC 

Isss  object.    It  ia  not  Iron  this  district,  or  a  weak  and  useless)  trust  in  you,  have  strip- 

tnm  that  parish,  not  from  this  city,  or  the  ped  themselTss  of  every  other  rbsourca  under 

oibsr  prpvince,  that  relief  is  now  applied  ibr :  itsafea. 

anled  and  undone  princes,  extsnsiTe  tribes,  I  do  not  say  this  from  any  iear,  doubt,  or 

jnflsring  nations,  infinite  desoriptions  of  ama,  hesitation,  oonoeniing  what  your  lordshifis 

dtfersBt  in  language,  in  manoeis,  and  inritas  willfinaUy  do,noae  ia  the  world;  but  I  fanaot 

■SB,  sepamtert  by  esery  hairier  of  aatuse  shutnyeaistothennnouii,wfaichyouaflknow 

from  you,  by  the  proridence  of  Qod  are  blend-  to  be  riissBminstrii  abroad.    The  abuMia  of 

edin  one  ooaBflson  cause,  and  an  now  become  power  may  have  a  chance  to  cover  themaslvga 

auppiiaals  atyoor  bar*    For  the  honour  of  this  h/ those  ienoes  and  intienchmenu,  which  were 

» aalioa,  ia  vindioation  of  this  avysteaious  pro-  onde  to  aecurs  the  liberties  of  the  pao|4e 

ndaaoa,  let  it  be  Imown,  that  no  nils  formed  againat  men  of  that  very  description.    But 

a^mi  wuniripal  UMUuma  (if  any  sudi  rule  God  Ibihid  it  should  be  bruited  from  Pekin  to 

aowrta)  will  prevent  the  course  of  that  imperial  Paris,  that  the  laws  of  England  are  Ibr  itio 

jatice,  which  you  owe  to  the  people,  that  rich  and  the  powerfiil ;  but  to  the  poor,  the 

call  to  you  from  all  parts  of  a  great  disjointed  miserable,  and  defenceless,  they  afford  no  r^ 

worid.    For,  situated  as  this  kingdom  is,  an  sourceatail.    God  forbid  it  shoiild be  said,  no 

ofaiect,  thank  God,  of  envy  to  the  rest  of  the  nation  is  equal  to  the  English  in  MubUoiiuial 

Bstwne;  its  conduct  in  that  high  and  elevated  violence  and  in  formal  justice— that  in  this 

ailuatien  will  undoabtly  be  scrutinised  with  a  kk^dom  we  feel  ourselves  competent  to  coaler 

severity  as  great  as  iu  power  ia  wvidious.  the  most  extravagant  and  inordinaU  powers 

It  ia  well  hnowa,  that  enonnoae  weaUhhas  upon  public  ministeia,  but  that  we  ace  da- 

pouesd  into  Ibis  country  from  India  throi^  a  ficjent,  poor,  helpless,  lame,  and  impotent  in 

thoussnd  channels,  public  and  epnoealed ;  sad  the  means  of  aalling  them  to  account  fi>r  their 

it  is  ao  particular  deragatkn  from  our  hoBour  useofthsss.    An  opinion  has  been  insidiously 

to  suppose  a  possibility  of  being  conupted  by  circulatsd  through  this  kingdom,  and  through 

that,  by  which  other  empires  have  been  cor-  foreign  nations  too,  that,  in  order  to  cover  our 

suplisd,  and  assemblies,  afanost  as  vespedaUe  participation  in  guilt,  and  our  common  interser 

awl  veneraUe  as  your  lordships,  have  been  in  the  pfamder  of  the  East,  we  have  invented 

dkadlyor  indirectly  vitiated.    Forty  mtUkias  a  est  of  scholastic  distinctions,  abborrsot  to 

sf  asoney,  at  least,  have  within  our  memory  the  oommon  sense,  and  unpropitious  to  the 

been  brought  from  India  into  England.    In  comBKon  neceasitiea,  of  mankind ;  by  which  we 

thia  case  the  most  sacred  judicature  ought  to  ai«  to  deny  ourselves  the  knowlecke  of  what 

look  to  its  reputation.    Without  offence  we  the  rest  of  the  workl  knows,  and  what  so 

msy  venture  to  suggest,  that  the  best  way  to  great  a  part  of  the  world  both  knows  and  feels. 

seouce  reputation  is,  not  by  a  proud  defiance  I  do  not  deprecate  any  appeaaace,  which 

of  puUie  opinion,  but  by  guiding  our  actions  amy  give  countenanoe  to  this  aspersioa,  from 

in  auch  a  saanner,  as  that  public  opinion  may  suspicion,  that  any  corrupt  motive  can  influ* 

m  the  end  be  ssourely  defied,  by  having  been  once  this  court ;  I  deprecate  it  firom  knowing, 

prsriomly  respected  and  drcnded.    No  direct  that  hitherto  we  have  nwved  within  the  aar- 

frbe  judgment  is  apprehended  from  the  tribu-  row  circle  of  municipal  justice.    I  am  afraid, 

nals  sf  thm  counUy.    But  it  is  feared,  that  that,  from  the  habits  acquired  by  moving  with- 
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In  &  cireomacribed  sphere,  we  nay  be  induced  nany  points  in  nnnj  places,  which  are  wfcnfly 

rather  te  endeavour  at  forcing  nature  into  that  remored  from  the  ofdinary  beaten  orbit  of «« 

municipal  circle,  than  to  enlarfe  ^  circle  of  English  al&ii*.    In  other  affairs,  etery  aUa- 

national  justice  to  the  necessities  of  the  empire  sioo  immediately  meets  ils  point  rf  reference ; 

we  have  obtained.  nothing  can  be  started,  that  does  not  imn^ 

This  b  the  only  thmg,  which  does  create  diately  awaken  to  your  attentSoo  acmiething  in 

any  doubt  or  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  sober  your  own  laws  and  usages,  which  you  meet 

people.     But  there  are  those,  who  wdl  not  with  ercry  day  in  the  ordinary  transactions  of 

judge  so  equitably.  Where  two  motives,  neither  Kfe.    But  here  you  are  caught,  as  it  wers, 

of  them  perfectly  justifiable,  may  be  assigned,  into  another  world ;  you  are  to  have  the  way 

the  worst  has  the  chance  of  being  prdmred.  pioneered  before  you.    As  the  subject  is  new, 

lf,fitimanyappeaianceof  chicane  in  the  court,  it  must  be  eiplained ;  as  it  is  intricate  as  well 

jiBtice  should  &il,  all  men  will  say,  better  as  new,  that  explanation  can  be  only  conipa- 

there  werenotribunalff  at  all.    In  my  humble  ralively  short:  and  therefore,  knowing  your 

opinion,  it  wodd  be  better  a  thoiaand  times  lordships  to  be  possessed,  akmg  with  all  other 

togive  all  complainants  the  short  answer  the  judicial  virtues,  of  the  first  and  foundation  of 

Dey  of  Algiers  gave  a  British  amfaassadour,  them  all,  judicial  patience,  I  hope,  diat  yoo 

lepiesenting  certain  grievances  suffered  by  the  will  not  grudge  a  few  houn  tb  the  ezphnatien 

British  merchants,^"  My  friend,"  (as  the  of  that,  which  has  cost  the  Commons  feortean 

tlory  b related  by  Dr.  Shawe)  "do  not  you  *eais  assiduous  application  to  acquire— thai 

know,  that  my  si^ects  are  a  band  of  robbers,  )'onr  lordships  will  not  disdain  to  grant  a  few 

and  that  I  am  their  captain  ?"— better  it  would  boors  to  what  has  cost  the  people  of  India 

be  a  thousand  times,  and  a  thousand  thousand  upwards  of  thirty  yeari  of  that  innate,  mW' 

times  more  manly,  tlun  an  hypocritical  prooesi^  terate,  hereditary  patience  to  endure. 

which,  under  a  pretended  reverence  to  pane-  My  kvds,  the  powers,  which  Mr.  Hastinp 

tilious  ceremonies  and  obserrances  of  law,  b  charged  with  having  abused,  are  the  poweis 

abandons  mankind,  without  help  and  resource,  delegated  to  him  by  die  Esst-India  Compaay. 

to  all  the  desolating  comequeocea  of  arbitrary  The  East-India  Company  itself  acts  under  two 

power.    The  conduct  and  event  of  thb  cause  very  dissimilar  sorts  of  powers,  derived  froa 

will  put  an  end  to  such  doubts,  wherever  they  two  sources  very  remote  from  each  other.  TIm 

may  be  entertained.    Your  lordships  will  ex-  first  source  of  its  power  b  under  chsvtcis, 

ercise  the  great  plenary  powers,  with  which  which  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  was  antbo- 

you  are  invested,  in  a  manner,  that  wil  do  rixed  by  act  of  parliament  to  grant ;  the  other 

honour  to  the  protecting  justice  of  thbkingdon^  b  from  several  diarters  derived  from  the  eos- 

that  win  completely  avenge  the  great  people,  perour  of  the  Mogris,  the  person,  in  wboas 

who  are  subjected  to  it.    Too  wiD  not  vaffet  dominions  they  were  chiefly  oonveisant  >— 

your  proceedii^  to  be  squared  by  any  rules,  particularly  thiU  great  diarter,  by  which,  in 

but  hf  their  necemities,  and  by  that  law  of  a  die  year  17W,  they  acquired  the  high  siew- 

eommon  nature,  which  cements  them  to  us,  ardship  of  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar, 

and  us  to  them.    The  reports^Co  the  contrary  and  Oriasa.  Under  those  two  bodies  of  cfaarters 

have  been  spread  abroad  with  uncommon  in-  the  East-Indb  Company,  and  all  their  ssr- 

dustry;  but  they  win  be  speedily  refitted  by  dM  vants,  are  authorised  to  act. 

humanity,  nmpHcity,  dBgnity,  ioA  nobleness  of  As  to  those  of  the  first  descrqition,  it  b 

your  lordihips'  justice.  Sram  the  BritiA  charters,  that  they  derive  the 

Haring  said  all,  that  I  am  inBtrocted  to  say,  capacity,  by  which  they  are  considered  as  a 

concerning  the  process,  which  the  House  of  public  body,  or  at  all  capable  of  any  public 

Commons  hss  used,  concerning  the  crimes,  function.    It  b  from  thence  they  acquire  the 

whidi  they  have  chosen,  concemtng  die  cri-  capacity  to  take  from  any  power  whatsoever 

minal,  upon  whom  they  attach  the  crimes,  and  any  other  diarter,  to  acquire  any  other  offices, 

concerning  the  evidence,  which  diey  mean  to  or  to  hold  any  other  possessions.    Thb,  beii^ 

produce;  I  am  now  to  proceed  to  open  th^  part  the  root  and  origin  of  their  power,  renders 

of  the  business,  whidi  foils  to  my  share.     It  them  responsible  to  the  party,  from  whom  all 

b  rather  an  explanation  of  the  circumstances,  their  immediate  and  consequential  powers  are 

than  an  enforcement  of  the  crimes.  derived.    As  they  have  emanated  finom  the 

Your  brdshipsofoourse  will  be  apprised,  that  supreme  power  of  thb  kingdom,  the  whole 

dib  cause,  b  not  what  occurs  everyday  in  the  body  and  ihe  whole  train  of  their  servants,  the 

■riinary  round  of  municipal  afiairs;  that  it  corporate  body  as  a  corporate  body,  individuak 

has  a  relation  to  many  things,  diat  it  touches  as  individuals,  are  reapoosihle  to  the^hi^  jhh 


OF  WARRSN  HASTINGS,  £8Cl.  9^1 

tioe  of  this  liin|p)om.  la  delegating  mU  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  but  in  their 
power  to  the  East-Iodia  Company,  this  king-  own  right,  to  the  bar  of  this  Housr,  before  the 
iom  has  not  released  its  sovereignly ;  on  the  supreme  royal  justice  of  this  kingdom,  from 
contrary,  the  responsibility  of  the  company  is  whence  originally  all  the  powers,  under  which 
increased  by  the  greatness  and  sacredness  of  they  have  suffered,  were  derived, 
the  powers,  that  have  been  intrusted  to  it.  It  may  be  a  little  necessary,  when  we  are 
Attempts  have  been  made  abroad  to  circulate  stating  the  powers  the  company  have  derived 
a  notion,  that  the  acts  <^  the  East-India  Com-  from  dieir  charter,  and  which  we  state  Mr. 
pany,and  their  servants,  are  not  cognizable  here.  Hastings  to  have  abused,  to  state  in  as  short 
I  hope  on  thb  occasion  your  lordships  will  and  as  comprehensive  words  as  I  can  (for  the 
shew,  that  this  nation  never  did  give  a  power,  matter  is  large  indeed)  what  the  constitution 
without  annexing  to  it  a  proportionable  degree  of  that  company  is ;  I  mean  chiefly,  what  it  is 
of  responsibility.  in  reference  to  its  Indian  service,  the  great 
As  to  their  other  powers,  the  company  de-  theatre  of  the  abuse.  Yow  lordships  wiU  na- 
tives them  from  the  Mogul  empire  by  various  turally  conceive,  that  it  is  not  to  inform  you, 
charters  from  that  crown,  and  from  the  great  but  to  revive  circumstances  in  your  memory, 
magistrates  of  that  crown,  and  particularly  by  that  I  enter  into  this  detail, 
the  Mogul  charter  of  1765,  by  which  they  c^  Tou  will  therefore  recollect,  that  the  East- 
tain  theDuanni,  that  is,  the  cffice  of  Lord  High  India  Company  had  its  origin  about  the  lattw 
SteVard  of  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  end  of  the  reign  of  Eloabeth,  a  period  c^  pno* 
and  Orina.  By  that  charter  they  bound  them-  jects,  when  all  sorts  of  commercial  adventures, 
■ehres  (and  bound  inclusively  all  their  ser*  companies,  and  monopolies,  were  in  frushion. 
fants)  to  perform  all  the  duties  belonging  to  At  that  timo  the  company  was  constituted, 
that  now  office,  and  to  be  heU  by  all  the  tiea  with  extensive  powers  tor  increasing  the  con^ 
belonging  to  that  new  relation.  If  the  Mogul  merce  and  the  honour  of  this  country ;  because 
empire  had  existed  in  its  vigour,  they  would  increasing  its  commerce,  without  increasing 
have  been  bound  under  that  responsibility,  to  its  honour  and  reputation,  would  have  been 
observe  the  laws,  rights,  usages,  and  customs  thought  at  that  time,  and  will  be  thought  now, 
of  the  oalives ;  and  to  pursue  their  benefit  in  a  bad  bargain  for  the  country.  The  powera 
all  things.  For  this  duty  was  inherent  in  the  of  the  company  were,  under  that  charter, 
nature,  institution,  and  purpose  of  the  office,  merely  commercial.  By  degrees,  as  the  thca- 
which  they  received.  If  the  power  of  the  8(^  tre  of  q)«ration  was  distant;  as  its  intercourse 
vereign,  from  whom  they  derived  these  powers,  was  with  many  great,  some  barbarous,  and  all 
should  by  any  revolutbn  in  human  aflkirs  be  of  them  armed  nations ;  nations,  in  which  not 
annihilated  or  suspended,  their  duty  to  the  only  the  sovereign  but  the  subjects  were  arm- 
people  below  them,  which  was  created  under  ed ;  it  was  found  necessary  to  enlarge  their 
the  Mogul  charter,  is  not  annihilated,  is  not  powers.  The  first  power  they  obtained  was  a 
evQnsospended ;  and  for  their  responsibility  in  power  of  naval  discipline  in  their  ships  ;  a 
the  performance  of  that  duly,  they  are  thrown  power,  which  has  been  since  dropped ;  the 
back  upon  that  country  (thuJc  God,  not  anni-  next  was  a  poorer  of  law  martial ;  the  next 
hilated)  from  whence  their  original  power,  and  was  a  power  of  civil,  and,  to  a  degree,  of 
all  sobwquont  derivative  powers,  have  flowed,  orimioal  jurisdiction,  within  their  own  iacto- 
Wben  the  company  acquired  that  high  office  in  ries,  i^on  their  own  people,  and  their  own 
India,  an  English  corporation  became  an  inte-  servants ;  the  next  was,  and  here  was  a  stride 
gral  part  of  the  Mogul  empire.  When  Great  indeed,  the  power  of  peace  and  war.  Those 
Britain  virtually  assented  to  that  grant  of  high  and  almost  incommunicable  preroga- 
office,  and  afterwards  took  advantage  of  it,  tives  of  sovereignty,  which  were  hardly  ever 
Great  Britain  guarantied  the  performance  of  known  before  to  be  parted  with  to  any  subjects, 
aJI  its  duties.  Great  Britain  entered  into  a  and  which,  in  several  states,  were  not  wholly 
virtual  act  of  unira  with  that  country ;  by  entrusted  to  the  prince  or  head  of  tbe  com- 
which  we  bound  ourselves  as  securities  to  pre-  monwealth  himself,  were  given  to  the  East- 
serve  the  people  in  all  the  rights,  laws,  and  India  Company.  That  company  acquired 
liberties,  which  their  natural  original  sovereign  these  powers  about  tbe  end  of  the  reign  of 
was  bound  to  support,  if  he  bad  been  in  con-  Charlea  the  Second ;  and  they  were  afterwards 
ditioo  to  support  them.  By  the  disposition  of  more  fully,  as  well  as  more  legally,  given  by 
ovanu  the  two  duties,  flowing  from  two  dif-  parliament  after  the  revolution.  From  this 
fennt  sources,  are  now  united  in  one-  Tlv)  time,  the  East-India  Company  was  no  longer 
paople  of  India  therefore  come,  in  the  name  of  merely  a  mercantile  company,  formed  for  Ihn 
Vot.  m.— 19 


*^ 
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eztemiott  of  lh«  Brittah  cjoimeree ;  it  more  Mnrios  is  a  syttem  oT  puL'.ic  offices  in  tite  div- 

iieariy  resembled  a  delegation  of  the  whole  guise  of  a  couctiiig-hoJss.    Accordingly,  the 

power  and  sovereignty  of  this  kingdom,  sent  whole  external  order  and  serieii  of  the  service, 

into  the  East.    From  that  time  the  oompanj  as  I  observed,  is  commercial  :  tl>e  principal, 

ought  to  be  considered  as  a  sabordinate  s(^  the  inward,  the  real,  is  almost  entirelv  po- 

rereign  power;  that  is,  sovereign  with  regard  litical. 

to  the  objects,  which  it  touched ;  subordinate  This  sjrstem  of  the  company's  service,  its 

with  re^ud  to  the  power,  from  whence  its  order  and  discipline,  is  necessary  to  be  ex- 


great  trust  was  derived.  Under  these  sucoes-  plained  to  your  lordships,  that  you  may 
•ive  arrangements  things  took  a  course  very  in  what  manner  the  abuses  have  affected  iL 
different  from  their  usual  order.  A  new  di^  In  the  first  place,  all  the  persons,  who  go  abroad 
position  took  place,  not  dreamt  of  in  the  the-  in  the  company's  civil  service,  enter  as  clerks 
cries  of  speculative  politicians;  and  of  which  in  the  counting-house,  and  are  caHod  by  a 
few  examples,  in  the  least  resembling  it,  have  name  to  correspond  to  it,  tortters.  In  that  coo- 
been  seen  in  the  modern  woiid^  none  at  all  in  dition  they  are  obliged  to  serve  five  years, 
the  antient  In  other  instances  a  political  The  second  step  is  Oiat  of  ayocfor,  in  which 
body,  that  acts  as  a  commonwealth,  was  first  they  are  obliged  to  serve  three  years.  The 
settled,  and  trade  followed  as  a  consequence  third  step  they  take  is  that  of  a  junior  mer- 
.of  the  protection  obtained  by  political  power ;  diantf  in  which  they  are  obliged  to  serve  three 
but  here  the  course  of  afiairs  was  reversed,  years  more.  At  that  period  they  become 
The  OMistitution  of  the  company  b^an  in  soiior  merduMnUy  which  is  the  highest  stage 
commerce,  and  ended  in  empire.  Indeed,  of  advance  in  the  company's  service ;  a  rank, 
wherever  the  sovereign  powers  of  peace  and  by  which  they  had  pretensions,  before  the  year 
war  are  given,  there  wants  but  time  and  cir-  1774,  to  the  council,  to  the  succession  of  the 
cumstance  to  make  these  powers  supercede  presidency,  and  to  whatever  other  honours  the 
every  other.  The  afiairs  of  commerce  will  fall,  company  has  to  bestow, 
at  last,  into  their  proper  rank  and  situation.  The  company  bad,  iii  its  early  ihnes,  esta- 
However  primary  in  their  original  intention,  Uished  factories  in  certain  places ;  whidi  &e* 
they  will  become  secondary.  The  possession,  tories,  by  degrees,  grew  to  the  name  of  presi- 
therefore,  and  the  power  of  assertion,  of  these  deocies  and  council,  in  proportion  as  the  power 
great  authorities,  coinciding  with  the  improved  and  influence  of  the  company  increased,  find 
stale  of  Enrq>e,  with  the  improved  state  <tf  as  the  political  began  first  to  struggle  with, 
arts  in  Europe,  with  the  improved  state  of  and  at  length  to  predominate  ovet,the  mercan- 
laws,  and,  what  is  much  more  material,  the  tile.  In  this  form  it  continued  fill  the  year 
improved  state  of  military  discipline,  more  and  1773;  when  the  legislature  broke  in,  for  pro- 
more  perfected  every  day  with  us ; — universal  per  reasons  urging  them  to  it,  upon  tiuil  Mder 
improvement  in  Europe  coinciding  with  the  of  the  service,  and  appointed  to  the  superiour 
general  decay  of  Asia,  (for  the  prMid  day  of  department  peraons,  who  had  no  title  to  that 
Asia  is  passed ;)  this  improvement  coinciding  place  under  the  ordinary  usage  of  the  service, 
with  the  relaxation  and  dissolutfbn  of  the  Mogul  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell,  whatever 
government,  with  the  decline  of  its  warlike  other  titles  Uiey  might  have  had,  held  solely 
spirit,  with  the  total  disuse  of  the  antient  under  the  act  of  parliament  nominating  them 
strictness  of  the  military  discipline  establish-  to  that  authority ;  but  in  all  other  respects, 
ed  by  Tamerlane ; — the  India  company  came  to  except  where  the  act  and  other  subsequent  acts 
be  what  it  ia — a  great  empire,  carrying  on,  have  not  broken  in  upoivit,  the  whole  course 
■idxvdinately,  a  great  commerce :  it  became  of  the  service  remains  upon  ihe  antient  footing, 
that  thing,  which  was  supposed  by  the  Rorasn  that  is,  the  commercial  fooHiig,  as  to  the  gra- 
law  irreconcileable  to  reason  and  propriety—  dation  and  order  of  service. 
mndem  negodaUirtm  H  domnum :  the  same  Your  lordshipe  see  here  a  regular  seriee  <^ 
power  became  the  general  trader,  the  same  gradation,  which  requires  eleven  years,  before 
power  became  the  supreme  lord.  any  persons  can  arrive  at  the  liiphest  trusts 
In  this  exalted  situation  the  India  company,  and  situations.  You  will  Lhereforf  be  astonidi 
however,  still  preserves  traces  of  its  original  ed,  when  so  long  a  probationary  service  was 
mercantile  character.  The  whole  exteriour  required,  that  effects,  very  different  from  tbosa 
odor  of  its  political  service  is  carried  on  upon  to  be  expected  from  long  probation,  have  hap> 
a  mercantile  plan  and  mercantile  prindplea.  pened;  and  that  in  a  much  shorter  time  than 
In  fitet,  the  Eastplndia  Company  in  Asia  is  a  those  eleven  years  you  have  seen  pervoofl 
Mala  in  die  disguise  of  a  merchant  Itstwhole  returning  into  this  kingdom  with  affluent,    *" 
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overbearing  Ibrtimet.    It  wiQ  be  a  great  part  .  people  caoM  aa  die  o&at  oT  a  riation.    Tba 

of  yoor  inquiry,  when  we  oome  befisre  your  company  in  India  does  not  eziet  as  a  ny«««T»nl 

lordships  to  substantiate  evidence  against  Mr.  colony.    In  effect  and  sobstaacei  nobody  can 

Hastings,  to  discover  how  that  order  came  to  go  thither,  that  does  not  go  in  its  service.    The 

be  so  completely  broken  down  and  erased,  English  in  India  are  nodiing  but  a  seminary 

that  scarce  a  trace  of  it,  fer  any  good  parpose,  ibr  the  saooession  of  offiosrs.    They  are  a 

remains.    Though  I  will  not  deny,  that  that  nation  of  placemen ;— 4hey  are  a  ooomoD. 

order,  or  that  any  order  in  a  state,  may  be  wealth  without  a  people;— they  are  a  state 

superseded  by  the  nituig  power,  when  great  made  op  wiioUy  of  magistrates.     There  is 

taleois,  upon  pressing  exigencies,  wre  to  be  nothing  to  be,  in  propriety,  called  people,  to 

called  forth ;  yet  I  roost  say,  the  order  itself  watch,  to    inspect,  to  bsianoe  against  the 

was  formed  upon  wise  principles.    It  iiimish*  power  of  office.    The  power  of  office,  so  fue 

ed  the  persons,  who  were  put  in  that  codrse  of  as  the  English  nation  is  concerned,  is  the  sole 

probation,  with   an  opportunity   (if  circnm>  power  b  the  country.    The  consequence  of 

stances  enabled  them)  of  acquiring  experience  which  is,  that,  being  a  kingdom  of  magistrates, 

in  business  of  revenue,  trade,  and  policy.    It  ^^  i*,  commonly  called  the  eaprit  du  ecrpa  is 

gave  to  those,  who  watched  them,  a  constant  "tmng  in  it.    This  spirit  of  the  body  predomi- 

inspection  of  their  conduct  through  aD  theur  b^'m  equally  in  all  its  parts  i,  by  which  the 

progress.    On  the  expecUnts  of  office  it  inn  niemberB  must  consider  themselves  as  having 

posed  the  necessity  of  acquiring  a  character  ^  common  mterest,  and  that  common  interest 

b  proportion  to  their  standing ;  b  order  that  ■•pwnt«d  both  from  that  of  the  country,  which 

all,  which  they  had  gained  by  the  good  be-  nnt  them  out,  and  from  that  of  the  country  m 

havioor  of  years,  should  not  be  kist  by  the  ^^u^    ^7  •ct>     No  oontroul  upon  them 

ndscoodact  of  an  hour.    It  was  a  great  sub-  <«»(• «  D<me,  I  mean,  b  persons,  who  under^ 

stantial  regulation.    But  scarce  a  trace  of  the  "t*^  their  language,  who  nnderstand  their 

true  spirit  of  it  remains  to  be  discovered  m  manners,  or  can  apply  their  conduct  to  the  laws, 

Mr.  Haartings's  government ;  for  Mr.  Hastings  Therefore,  b  a  body  so  consUtuted  confederacy 

established  offices,  nay,  whole  systems  of  >■  ^^7)  umI  has  been  general.     Your  kmi- 

offices,  and  especially  a  system  of  offices  b  "i^ip"  ve  not  to  expect,  that  that  should  happen 

1781,  which  bebg  altogether  new,  none  of  the  ■»  ««h  a  body,  which  never  happened  b  any 

roles  of  gradation  applied  to  them;  andhefilU  body  or  corporation ;  that  is,  that  they  should, 

ed  those  offices  in  such  a  hianner,  as  suited  »  "y  in^ance,  be  a  proper  check  and  con- 

bert,  not  the  constitution  nor  the  spirit  of  the  <»«il  upon  themsehres.    It  is  not  b  the  nature 

service,   hnt  his  own    particular  views  and  ^  »*»»»«'    The  fundamental  principU  of  the 

parpoaes.     The  consequence  has  been,  that  ''We  of  the  East^India  Company's  system  is 

penons,  in  the  most  immature  stages  of  life,  monopoly  b  some  sense  or  other.    The  same 

have  been  appomted  to  conduct  affiiirs,  which  principle  predominates  b  the  service  abroad, 

required  the  greatest  maturity  of  judgment,  •^  *•  service  at  home;  and  both  systems  ate 

the  greatest  possible  temper  and  moderation.  "»««*  into  one,  animated  with  the  same  spirit, 

Effects  naturally  consequent   have  followed  that  is,  with  the  corporate  spirit.    The  whole, 

npon  it.— I  AaXi  not  trouble  your  lordships  with  taken  together,  is  such,  as  has  not  been  seen 

any  further  obsenrations  on  this  system  of  gr*.  » «he  examples  of  the  Moors,  the  Portuguese, 

^^{|^  the  SpanUrds,  the  Romans ;  b  no  old,  b  no 

I  miart,  however,  remark,  before  I  go  further,  rtceiA  examples.    The  Dutch  may  resemble 

that  there  is  somethbg  in  the  representation  »t,  but  they  have  not  an  empire  properly  so 

of  the  East-India  Company,  b  their  oriental  <bnombated.    By  means  of  this  peculiar  cii^ 

territory,  different  from  that,  perhaps,  of  any  cumstance  it  has  not  been  difficult  for  Mr. 

other  nation,  that  has  ever  transported  any  Hastings  to  embody  abuse,  and  to  put  himself 

part  of  its  power  from  one  country  to  another.  »*  ^^  *»««d  of  a  regular  system  of  comiplion. 
The   East-Indb  Company,  b  India,  u  not        Another  circumstance  b  that  service  is  de- 

properiy  a  branch  of  the  British  nation ;  it  is  "rvmg  of  notice.    Except  m  the  highest  parts 

only  a  deputation  of  individuals.    When  the  of  all,  the  emoluments  of  office  do  not  m  any 

Tartars  entered  into  Chba,  when  tlie  Arabs  degree  correspond  with  the  trust,  nor  the  nature 

and  Tartars  successively  entered  into  Indostan,  of  the  office  with  its  name.    In  other  official 

when  the  Goths  and  VandsJs  penetrated  bto  »yBtem8  the  style,  in  general,  is  above  die  fonc- 

Europe,  when  the  Normans  forced  their  way^  tion;  here  it  is  the  reverse.    Under  the  name 

bto  England ;  bdeed,in  all  conquests,  roigia-*  of  junior  merchant,  senior  merchant,  writer, 

4kns,  selilenkenia,  and  oolooixatiaos,  the  new  •nd  other  petty  appeOalions  of  the  counting 
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house,  you  Imn  magiitnitM  of  high  dignity,  that  are  granted,  the  hopes,  that  every  mtn  has 
yoD  haYo  admittiatralorB  of  revenues  truly  ofestabliching  himseifalbooie;  I  repeat,  it  is 
loy^  ;..yott  have  judges  civil,  and  in  some  a  source  oTinfinite  grievance— of  infinite  abuse: 
leipects  criminal,  iklio|ias8  judgment  upon  the  of  which  source  of  oorntpl  power  we  charge 
greatest  properties  of  a  grnai  country.  The  Mr.  Hastings  with  having  availed  himself,  in 
legal  public  emohmienis,  thai  belong  to  them,  filling  up  the  void  of  direct  pay  by  fiixiing  out 
are  very  often  so  inadof|uatc  U>  the  real  dignity  and  countenancing  every  kind  of  oblique  and 
of  the  character,  that  it  is  impossible,  almost  unjust  emolument:  though  it  must  be  con- 
absolutely  imposaible,  lor  the  subordinate  parts  feteed,  that  he  is  frr  firom  being  solely  guilty 
cf  it,  which,  though  sobordinate,  are  stations  of  this  olTence. 

of  power,  to  exist,  as  Englishmen,  who  look        Another  circumstance,  which  distinguishes 
at  a  fortune  to  ho  enjoyni  at  home  as  their  the  Esst-India  Company,  is  the  youth  of  the 
idtimate  object,  and  to  exist  in  a  state  of  per^  persoia,  who  are  employed  in  the  system  of 
feet  Incorruption  in  that  servica.  that  service.    The  servants  have  almost  uni* 
In  some  parts  of  Europe,  it  is  tme,  that  the  versally  been  sent  out  to  begin  their  progress 
greatest  situations  are  often  attended  with  and  career  in  active  occupation,  and  in  the 
but  Kttle  emolument ;  yet  still  they  are  filled,  exercise  of  high  authority,  at  that  period  of  life, 
Why  ?   Because  reputation,  glory,  fame,  the  which,  in  all  other  places,  has  been  employed 
esteem,  die  love,  the  tears  of  joy,  whidi  flow  in  the  course  of  a  rigid  education.    To  put  the 
from  happy  sensibility,  the  honest  apfriausea  matter  in  a  few  words,  they  are  traotsferred 
of  a  grat^l  country,  sometimes  pay  the  cares,  finom  sUppery  youth  to  perilous  independence, 
anxieties  and  toils,  whidi  wait  on  great  situa-  from  perilous  independence  to  inordinate  m- 
tions  in  the  commonwealth:  and  in  these,  they  peciations,   from  inordinate  expectations  to 
pay  in  money  what  cannot  be  paid  in  (hme  and  boundless  power.    School-boys  without  tutoti^ 
reputation.    It  is  tlic  reverse  in  the  sorvioe  of  minors  withoutguardiaas,  the  world  is  let  loose 
the  India  company.  Glory  is  not  the  lot  of subor-  upon  them  with  all  its  temptations;  and  they 
dinated  merit ;  arid  all  thie  BUbordinate  parts  of  are  let  loose  upon  the  world  with  all  the  powers^ 
the  gradation  are  officers,  who,  in  conaparison  that  despotism  involves, 
with   the  offices  and  duties  entrusted  with        It  is  further  remarkable,  these  servants  «k- 
Aem,  are  miserably  [m>vided  for ;  whereas  the  ercise,  what  your  lordships  are  now  exercin- 
diief  of  each  great  presid^icy  has  emoluments  ing,  high  judicial  piiwers ;  and  they  exercise 
securinghim  against  every  mode  of  temptation,  them  without  the  timallest  study  of  any  law. 
But  if  this  has  iK>t  secured  the  head,  we  may  either  general  or  municipal.    It  is  made  a  sort 
easily  judge  how  the  members    are   to  be  of  rule  in  the  service,  a  rule  confirmed  even 
coerced.    Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  head  of  the  by  the  attempts,  that  were  made  to  correct 
service,  with  high  legal  emoluments,  has  fouled  it,  (I  mean,  confirmed  by  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
his  hands  and  sulKed  his   government  with  when,  under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Hastings, 
bribes.    He  has   substituted  oppreAion  and  he  undertook  to  be  legislator  for  India,),  that 
tminny  in  the  place  of  legal  government,  the  judicial  character,  the  last  in  the  order  of 
With   all  that  unbounded,  licentious  power,  legal  progress,  that,  to  which  all  professioaal 
which  he  has  assumed  over  the  public  reve*  men  look  up  as  the  crown  of  their    labours, 
nucs,  inefc'Ud  of  isndeavouring  to  find  a  series  that  ultimate  hope  of  men  grown,  grey  in  pro- 
of gradual,  progressive,  honourable,  and  ad^  fessional  practice,  is  amcHig  the  first  experi- 
equate  rewards  for  the  persons,  who  serve  the  mental  situations  of  a  company's  servant.    It 
public  in  the  sobordinato  but  powerful  situations,  is  expressly  said  in  that  body  of  regulations, 
he  has  left  them  to  prey   upon   the  people  to  which  I  allude,  that  the  office  and  situation 
without  the  smallest  degree  of  eontroul.    In  of  a  judge  of  the  dewanny  courts  of  adawlet 
default  of  honest  emolument,  there  is  the  un-  is  to  be  filled  by  the  junior  servants  of   the 
bounded  license  of  power ;  and  (as  one  of  the  company;  and,  as  the  judicial  emcdument  is 
honest  est  and  ablest  servants  of  thd  cotnpany  not  substantially  equal  to  that  of  other  situst- 
said  to  me  in  cMiversation)  the  civil  service  tions,  the  office  of  a  judge  is  to  be  taken,  as  it 
of  the  company  resembled  the  military  service  were  in  trandtUf  as  a  passage  to  other  offices 
of  the  Mahrattas,  little  pay,  but  unbounded  not  of  a  judicial  nature.    As  soon,  therefore, 
license  to  plunder.    I  do  not  say,  that  some  of  as  a  yoong  man  has  supplied  the  defects  of  his 
the  salaries  given  in  India  would  not  sound  education  by  the  advantage  of  some  experience 
well  here :  but  when  you  consider  the  nature^  he  is  immediately  translated  to  a  totally  differ- 
of  the  trusts,  the  dignity  of  the  situation,  what-  eat  office ;  and  another  young  man  is  substi- 
ever  the  name  of  them  may  be,  the  powers,  tnled  to  lean,  at  the  expense  of  tho  pr^jtsi^ 
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of  India,  to  611  a  ntuation,  which,  when  he  They  ought,  aooording  to  ihe  rale,  to  rf.fH*w 
nay  be  qualified  to  all,  he  in  no  longer  to  hold,  these  coveuanta  at  these  times  by  something. 
It  is  in  a  great  measure  the  same  with  (1  s|ieak  wiiboul  oflTence,)  which  may  be  said 
regard  to  the  other  situations.  They  ^to  the  ti>  resemble  confinraiion  in  the  churclu  Thoj 
situatioos  of  great  statesmen,  which,  accord*  are  obliged  to  renew  their  obligation  in  par- 
ing to  the  practice  of  the  world,  require,  to  fSi  ticular  to  receive  no  gifts,  gratuities,  or  pr^ 
properly,  rather  a  lai^e  converse  with  men  and  sents  whatsoever. 

BKich  intercoune  in  life,  than  deep  stody  of  This  scheme  of  covenants  would  have  been 
books ;  though  that,  too,  has  its  eminent  ser-  wise  and  proper,  if  it  had  belonged  to  a  judi* 
vice.  We  know,  that  in  the  habits  of  civili^  cious  order  and  rational  ooosisleot  scheme 
sd  life,  m  cultivated  society,  there  is  imbibed  of  discipline.  The  orders  of  the  company 
hj  men  a  good  deal  of  the  solid  practice  of  have  forbidden  liieir  servants  to  take  any  ex- 
government,  of  the  true  maxims  of  stato,  and  tnoieous  emoluments.  The  act  of  parliament 
every  thing,  that  enables  a  man  to  serve  his  has  fulminated  against  them.  Qieu  positivo 
country.  But  these  men  are  sent  over  to  «x-  laws,  and  clear  positive  private  engagements, 
•rcise  functions,  at  which  a  statesman  here  have  no  exception  of  circumstances  in  them, 
would  tremble,  without  any  theoretical  study,  no  difference  ^uoad  rn^pu  H  fnwus,  but  every 
•nd  without  any  of  that  sort  of  experience,  one,  who  oflends  against  the  law,  is  liable  to 
which,  in  mixed  societies  of  business  and  coft>  the  law.  The  consequence  is  this ;— he,  who 
verse,  fi>rm  men  gradually  and  insensibly  to  has  deviated  but  an  inch  from  the  straight 
peat  afiairs.  Low  cunning,  intrigue  and  line,  he,  who  has  taken  but  one  penny  of  un> 
fCratagem,  are  soon  acquired ;  but  manly,  du-  lawful  emolument— and  all  have  taken  many 
lable  poli^,  which  never  sacrifices  the  gene-  pennies  of  unlawful  emolument— does  not  dars 
ml  interest  to  a  partial  or  momentary  advan-  to  complain  of  the  most  abnndooed  extortion 
tage,  is  not  BO  dieaply  formed  in  the  human  and  cniel  of^ression  in  any  of  hia  fellow-ser- 


vants. He,  who  has  taken  a  trifle  perhaps  as 
ACr.  Hastings,  in  his  defence  belbre  the  the  reward  of  a  good  action,  is  obliged  to  be 
House  of  Commons,  and  in  the  defences  he  silent,  when  he  sees  whole  nations  desolated 
has  made  before  your  lordships,  has  lamented  around  him.  The  great  criminal,  at  the  head 
his  own  situation  in  this  particular.  It  was  of  the  service,  has  the  laws  in  his  hand;  he 
■Mich  to  be  lamented  indeed.  How  far  it  will  is  always  able  to  prove  the  small  offence,  and 
fumisb  justification,  extenuation,  or  palliation  crtiah  the  person,  who  has  committed  it. 
of  his  conduct,  when  we  come  to  examine  (hat  This  is  one  grand  source  of  Mr.  Hastings*! 
conduct,  win  be  seen.  power.  Afker  he  had  got  the  better  of  the 
Tliese  circumstances  in  the  system  have,  in  parliamentary  commission,  no  complaint  from 
a  great  degree,  vitiated  and  perverted  what  u  any  part  of  the  service  has  appeared  against 
in  reality,  and  many  things  are  in  reality,  ex-  Mr.  Hastings.  He  is  bold  enough  to  stato  it 
cellent  in  iu  They  have  rendered  the  appli-  as  one  presumption  of  his  merit,  that  there  has 
cation  of  all  correctives  and  remedies  to  been  no  such  complaint*  No  such  complaint, 
abuse,  at  best,  precarious  in  their  operation,  indeed,  can  exist.  The  spirit  of  tlie  corps 
The  bws,  that  we  have  nuule,  the  covenanu,  would,  of  itself,  abnost  forbid  it ;  to  which 
which  the  company  has  obliged  its  servants  to  spirit  an  informer  is  the  most  odious  and  do- 
eater  into,  the  occasional  orders  tliat  have  testable  of  all  charactors,  and  is  hunted  down, 
been  given,  at  least  ostonsibly  good,  all  have  and  has  always  been  hunted  down,  as  a  corn- 
proved  noxious  to  the  country,  instead  of  bene-  mon  enemy.  But  here  is  a  new  security. 
fidaL  To  illustiate  this  point,  I  beg  leave  to  Who  can  complain,  or  dares  to  accuse  7  The 
observe  to  your  lordships,  that  the  servants  of  whole  service  is  irregular :  nobody  is  free  from 
the  company  are  obliged  to  enter  into  that  seiw  small  offences ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  the  great 
vice,  not  only  with  an  impression  of  the  gene-  offender  can  always  crush  the  small  one.  If 
nl  duty,  which  attaches  upon  all  servants,  but  you  examine  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Has- 
are  obliged  to  engage,  in  a  specific  covenant  tings,  you  would  imagine,  from  many  expres- 
with  their  masters,  to  peifbrm  all  the  duties  sions  verv  deliberately  used  by  him,  (hat  die 
described  in  that  covenant  (which  are  all  the  company  s  service  was  made  out  of  (he  veiy 
duties  of  their  relation)  under  heavy  penalties,  filth  and  dregs  of  human  corruption;  but,  tf 
They  are  bound  to  a  repetition  of  these  cove-  you  examine  Us  conduct  towards  the  eorrupt 
■anu  at  every  step  of  their  progrem,  from  body  he  deecribes,  you  wouU  imagine  be  had 
vriter  tofiu^,  from  factor  to  junior  merchant,  lived  in  the  spsculathre  schemes  of  viskxutfj 
Md  finm  junior  merchant  to  senior  nemfaant.  perfection. 
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He  WM  fourteen  years  at  the  head  of  that  his  auspices,  was  the  vital  principle  of  almost 

•ervioe ;  and  there  is  not  an  instance,  no,  not  the  whole  service. 

one  single  instance,  in  which  he  endeavoured        There  is  one  member  of  the  service,  which 

to  detect  corruption— or  tliat  he  ever,  in  any  I  have  omitted ;  but  whether  I  ought  to  have 

one  single  instance,  attempted  to  punish  it ;  put  it  first,  or,  as  I  do  now,  last,  I  must  c<mi- 

but  the  whole  service,  with  thai  ^vlk<  lic  witA  of  fees  I  am  at  some  loss ;  because,  tboug!)  it  ap- 

enormity,  which  he  attributes  to  it,  slept,  m  it  pears  to  be  the  lowest  (if  any  regular^  part  oC 

were,  at  once  under  his  terrour  and  his  proteo-  the  service,  it  is  by  far  the  most  considerable, 

tion  ; — under  his  protection,  if  they  did  not  and  the  most  efficient ;  without  a  full  consi- 

dare  to  move  against  hiut ;  under  terrour,  from  derati<Mi  and  explanation  of  whidi  hardly  any 

his  power  to  pluck  out  individuals,  and  make  part  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  of 

a  public  example  of  them,  whenever  he  thought  many  others,  that  may  be  in  his  Kituation,  can 

fit    And   tlirr«.*tcrc  that  service,   under  his  be  fully  understood. 

gui^iaccc  and  influence,  was,  beyond    even        I  have  given  your  lordships  an  account  of 

what  its  own  nature  disposed  it  to,  a  service  writers,  factors,  merchants,  who  exercise  the 

of  confederacy,  a  service  of  connivance,  a  ser-  office  of  judges,  lord  chancellors,  chancellors 

vice  composed  of  various  systems  of  guilt,  of  of  the  exdiei|uor,  ministers  of  state,  and  ma- 

which  Mr.  Hastings  was  the  head  and  the  pro-  nagers  of  great  revenues.  But  there  is  another 

lector.    But  tliis  general  connivance  he  did  not  description  of  men,  of  more  importance  than 

think  sufficient  to  secure  to  him  the  general  sup-  them  all ,  a  description  you  have  often  heard  of 

port  of  the  Indian  interest.    He  went  further,  but  which  has  not  been  sufficiently  explamed ; 

We  shall  prove  to  your  brddiips,  that,  when  I  mean,  the  banyan.     When  the  company's 

the  company  were  driven  by  diame,  not  by  in-  service  was  no  more  than  mercantile,  and  the 

clination,  to  order  several  prosecutions  against  servants  were    generally  unacquainted  with 

delinquents  in  their  service,  Mr.  Hastings,  di-  the  country,  they  used  the  intervention  of  oer- 

recdy  contrary  to  the  duty -ofhis  office, — direedy  tain  factors  among  the  natives,  which  wer« 

contrary  to  the  express  and  positive  law  of  the  called  banyans ;  we  called  them  so,  because 

court  of  directors,  which  law  parliament  had  they  were  of  the  tribe,  or  cast  of  the  banyans 

bound  upon  htm  as  his  rule  of  action, — not  sa*  or   merchants,   the  Indians  being   generally 

tisfied  with  his  long  tacit  connivance,  ventured,  dutributed   into  trades  according    to    their 

before  he  left  his  government  and  among  his  last  tribes.    The  name  still  continues,  when  the 

acts,  to  pass  a  general  act  of  pardon  and  in-  functions  of  the  banyans  are  totally  altered* 

demnity,  and  at  onco  ordered  the  whole  body  The  banyan  is  known  by  other  appellations, 

of  the  prosecutions,  directed  by  his  masters,  He  is  called  dewan  or  steward ;  and,  indeed, 

the  company,  to  be  di^argod.  this  is  a  term  with  more  propriety  applied  to 

Having  had  fourteen  years  lease  of  conni-  him  in  several  of  his  functions.  He  is,  by 
vance  to  bestow,  and  giving,  at  the  end,  a  hi:<  name  of  office,  the  steward  of  the  bousdiold 
general  release  of  all  suits  and  actions,  he  of  the  European  gentleman :  he  has  the  ma- 
llow puts  himself  at  the  head  of  a  vast  body  nagementof  his  affairs,  and  the  ordering  ofhis 
enriched  by  his  bounties,  connivances  and  servants.  He  is  himself  a  domestic  servant, 
indemnities,  and  expects  the  support  of  those,  and  generally  chosen  out  of  that  class  of  na- 
whom  he  had  thus  fully  rewarded,  and  di^  tives,  who,  by  being  habituated  to  misery  and 
charged  from  the  pursuit  uf  the  laws.  You  subjection,  can  submit  to  any  orders,  and  are 
will  find,  in  the  course  of  this  business,  that  fit  for  any  of  the  basest  services.  Trained 
when  charges  have  beon  brought  against  him  under  oppression  (it  is  the  true  education)  they 
of  any  bribery,  comifiiion,  or  other  raalversa-  arc  fit  to  oppress  others.  They  serve  an  afH 
tion,  hb  course  has  been  to  answer  iittlo  or  prenticeship  of  servitude,  to  qualify  them  kr 
nothing  to  that  specific  bribery,  oorruptim,  or  the  trade  of  tyranny.  They  know  all  (he  de- 
malversation  ;  his  way  has  been  to  call  on  the  vices,  all  the  little  frauds,  all  the  artifices  and 
court  of  directors  to  inquire  of  every  servant,  contrivances,  the  whole  panoply  of  the  defen- 
who  comes  to  Europe,  and  to  say,  whether,  sive  armour,  by  which  ingenious  slavery  ae- 
there  was  any  one  man  in  it,  that  will  give  him  cures  itself  against  the  violence  of  power, 
an  ill  word.  He  has  put  himself  into  a  situa-  They  know  all  the  lurking  holes,  all  the  wind- 
tion,  in  which  he  may  always  safely  call  to  his  ing  recesses,  of  the  unfortunate ;  and  they  hunt 
character,  and  will  always  find liimself  utterly  out  distress  and  misery,  even  to  their  last  re- 
Incapable  of  justifying  his  conduct  So  far  I  treats.  They  have  suflTered  .themselvea ;  bat, 
have  troubled  your  Icwdshipa  with  the  system  far  from  being  taught  by  those  sufTerings  to  ab 
of  confederacy  and  connivance,  which,  wder    stain  fimm  rigour,  they  have  only  learned  die 
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MBthodtofaiilictiiig  their  fellow  alavet.    Thej  miaeraUe  iiMtnanents  1/ the  tyranny,  whick 

hare  the  beat  intelligence  of  what  is  done  in  the  bwcst  part  of  the  natives  of  India  excn;ise 

England.    The  moment  a  com(iany*t  servant  to  the  disgrace  of  the  British  authority,  and 

arrives  in  India,  and  his  English  connections  to  the  ruin  of  all,  that  is  respccUble  among 

are  known  to  be  powerful,  some  of  that  class  their  own  countrymen.    They  have  stibverred 

of  people  immediately  take  poeseasion  of  him,  the  first  houses,  totally  ruined  and  undone  ihc 

as  if  he  were  their  inheritance.    They  have  country,  cheated  and  defrauded  the  revenue ; 

knowledge  of  the  oounliy,  and  its  affairs ;  they  the  master  a  silent,  soroeiirocs  a  melanchoiy 

haTo  money ;  they  have  iJie  arts  of  making  spectator,  until  some  office  of  high  emolument 

money.      The  gentleman,  who  comes  from  has  emancipated  him.    This  has  often  been 

England,  has  none  of  these ;  .he  enters  into  the  true  reason,  tltat  the  companVs  seri'ants 

that  world,  as  he  enters   into  the  world   at  in  India,  in  order  to  free  themselves  from  iliis 

large,  naked.    His  portion  is  great  simpli-  horrid  and  atrociou8*serviludc,  are  obliged  to 

city,  great  indigence,  and  a  strong  disposi-  become  instruments  of  another  tyranny,  and 

lion  to  relieve  himself.      The  banyan,  once  must  prostitute  tlieniselves  to  men  in  power, 

in  possession,  employs  his  tyranny,  not  only  in  order  to  obtain  some  office,  tliat  may  enable 

ofer   the  native  people  of  his  country,  but  them  to  escape  tlie  servitudes  below,  and  en- 

often  over  the  master  himself,  who  has  little  able   them  to  pay  their  debts.      And  thus 

ether  share  in  the  proceedings  of  his  servant,  many  have  become  the  instruments  of  Mr. 

bat  in  giving  him  the  ticket  of  his  name  to  Hastings. 

maik,  that  he  is  connected  with,  and  support-  These  banyans  or  dewans  were  originally 
ed  bjr,  an  European,  who  is  himself  well  con-  among  the  lower  casts  in  the  country.  But 
neetcd  and  supported  at  home.  This  is  a  now  it  is  true,  that,  aAor  seeing  the  power 
oomsuission,  which  nothing  can  resist.  From  and  profits  of  these  men ;  that  there  is  neither 
Ibat  moment  (brwanl,  it  is  not  the  Englishman,  power,  profession,  nor  occupation  to  be  had. 
It  is  the  black  banyan,  that  is  the  master.  The  which  a  reputable  person  can  exercise,  but 
nominal  master  cihen  lives  from  his  hand.  We  through  that  channel;  men  of  higher  casts, 
know  how  young  men  are  sent  out  of  this  coun-  and  bom  to  better  things,  have  thrown  them- 
try :  we  know  how  happy  we  are  to  hear  soon,  selves  into  that  disgraceful  servitude,  have 
that  they  are  no  longer  a  burthen  to  their  friends  become  menial  servants  to  Englishmen,  that 
and  parents.  The  banyan  knows  it  too.  He  they  might  rise  by  their  degradation.  But 
supplies  the  young  servant  with  money.  He  has  whoever  they  are,  or  of  whatever  birth,  they 
him  under  hb  power ;  first,  from  the  necessity  have  equally  prostituted  their  integrity ;  they 
of  employing  such  a  man ;  and  next,  (and  have  equally  lost  their  cliaracter ;  and,  once 
this  is  the  more  important  of  the  two,)  he  has  entered  into  that  course  of  life,  there  is  no 
that  dreadful  power  over  his  master,  which  difference  between  the  best  casts  and  the 
every  creditor  has  over  his  debtor.  Actions,  worst  That  system  Mr.  Hastings  confirm- 
the  most  abhorrent  to  his  nature,  he  must  see  ed,  established,  increased,  and  made  the  in- 
done  before  his  (ace;  and  thousands  and  thou-  struroent  of  the  most  austere  tyranny,  of  the  . 
sands  worse  are  done  in  his  absence,  and  he  basest  peculations,  and  the  most  scandalous 
dare  not  complain.  The  banyan  extorts,  robs,  and  iniquitous  extortions, 
plunders,  and  then  gives  him  just  what  pro-  In  the  description  I  have  given  of  banyans  a 
portion  of  the  spoil  he  pleases.  If  the  master  distinction  is  to  be  made.  Your  lordships 
should  murmur,  the  very  power,  that  was  sent  must  distinguish  the  banyans  of  the  British 
over  to  protect  the  people  of  India  from  these  servants  in  subordinate  situations,  and  the 
very  abuses  (the  best  things  being  perverted,  banyans,  who  are  such  to  persons  in  higher 
when  applied  to  unknown  objects  and  put  into  authority.  In  the  latter  case  the  banyan  is  in 
unsuitable  situations)— the  very  laws  of  Eng-  strict  subordination,  because  he  may  always 
land,  by  making  tlie  recovery  of  debts  more  be  ruined  by  his  superiour ;  whereas  in  the 
easy,  infinitely  increase  the  power  of  the  ban-  former,  it  is  always  in  his  power  to  ruin  his 
yan  over  his  master.  Thus  the  supreme  court  nominal  superiour.  It  was  not  through  fear, 
of  justice,  the  destined  corrector  of  all  abuses,  but  voluntarily,  and  not  for  the  banyan's  pur- 
beoomes  a  collateral  security  for  that  abomina-  poses,  but  his  own,  Mr.  Hastings  has  brought 
ble  tyranny  exercised  by  the  uKMiied  banyans  forward  his  banyan.  He  seated  him  in  the 
over  Europeans  as  well  as  the  natives.  So  houses  of  the  principal  nobility,  and  invested 
that,  while  we  arc  hero  boasting  of  the  British  him  with  (arms  of  the  revenue  ;  he  has  given 
power  in  the  east,  we  are  in  perhaps  mors  him  enormous  jobs ;  he  has  put  him  over  the 
ehaniialf  our  service  nothing  but  the  inferiour  heads  of  a  nobility,  which,  for  their  grandeur, 
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antiqDity  and  dignity,  nii^tt  alnuait  be  matdi-  ened  principle  of  •eV>tntn«gt  will  (irovide  t 
ed  vnt&  your  lordships.  He  has  made  him  better  systcni  for  tfie  guard  oT  thai  imerMl, 
■npremeecclesiaslicatjvMijre,  judge  even  of  the  than  the  cold,  drowsy  wisdom  of  those,  who 
very  casts,  in  the  preeerv&Hon  of  the  separate  provide  for  a  pnd  out  of  themselves,  ever  coo- 
rules  and  separalo  privileges  of  which  diat  trived  for  the  public.  The  plans  sketched  by 
people  exists.  He,  who  has  dominion  over  the  private  prudence  for  private  interest,  the  regu- 
cast,  has  an  absolute  power  over  something  lations  by  mercamile  men  for  their  mercantile 
more  than  life  and  fortune.  purposes,  when  they  can  be  applied  to  tbo 

Such  is  fliat  first  or  last  (I  know  n6t  which  discipline  and  order  of  the  stale,  producea 
to  coll  it)  order  in  the  company's  service  cal-  discipline  and  order,  which  no  state  should  be 
led  a  banyan.  The  routseddies,  clerks,  ao-  ashamed  to  copy.  The  company's  mercamile 
countants,  of  Calcutta,  ynerally  foil  under  regulations  are  admirabty  fitted  for  the  go- 
this  desertion.  Your  lordships  will  see  verranent  of  a  remote,  large,  disjointed  em- 
hereafter  the  necessity  of  giving  you,  in  the  pire.  As  merchants,  having  foctors  abroad  ia 
opening  of  the  case,  an  idea  of  the  situation  distant  parts  of  the  world,  they  have  obliged 
of  a  banyan.  You  will  see,  as  no  English-  them  to  a  minuteness  and  stricmess  of  re- 
man, property  speaking,  acts  by  himself,  that  gister,  and  to  a  regularity  of  correspondence, 
he  most  be  made  responsible  for  that  person  which  no  stale  has  ever  used  in  the  same  de- 
caDed  his  banyan  ;  for  the  power  he  either  gree  with  regard  to  its  public  miuisters.  The 
uses  under  him,  or  the  power  he  has  acquired  company  has  made  it  a  fundamental  part  of 
over  him.  The  banyan  escapes,  in  the  night  their  constitution,  that  almost  their  whole  goveni- 
of  his  complexion  and  situation,  the  inquiry,  ment  riiall  be  a  written  government  Your  brd- 
that  a  white  man  cannot  stand  before  in  this  ships  will  observe,  in  the  coarse  of  the  proceed- 
country.  Through  the  banyans,  or  other  black  ing,  the  propriety  of  opening  folly  to  you  this 
natives,  a  bad  servant  of  the  company  receives  circumstance  in  the  government  of  India ;  that 
his  bribes.  Through  them  he  decides  falsely  is,  that  the  company's  government  is  a  govern- 
against  tlie  titles  of  litigants  in  the  court  of  ment  of  writing;  a  government  of  record.  The 
casts,  «ir  ia  the  offices  of  public  registry,  strictest  court  oif  justice,  in  its  proceeding,  b 
Throtigh  ihem  Mr.  Hastings  has  exercised  not  more,  perhaps  not  so  much  a  court  of 
oppressions,  which,  I  will  venture  to  say,  in  record  as  the  India  company's  executive  ter- 
his  own  name,  in  his  own  character,  daring  rice  is,  or  ought  to  be,  in  all  its  proceedings, 
as  he  is  (and  he  is  the  most  daring  criminal,  In  the  first  place,  they  oUige  their  servants 
that  ever  existed)  he  never  would  dare  to  prac-  to  keep  a  journal  or  diary  of  all  their  trans- 
tice.  Many,  if  not  most,  of  the  iniquities  of  actions,  public  and  private :  they  are  bound 
his  interiour  bad  administration  have  been  per-  to  do  this  by  an  express  covenant.  They  ob- 
peUrated  through  these  banyans,  or  other  native  lige  them,  as  a  corrective  upon  that  diary,  to 
agents  and, confidants ;  and  we  shall  show  you,  keep  a  leuer-book,  in  which  all  their  letters 
that  he  is  .lot  satisfied  with  one  of  them ;  con-  are  to  bo  regularly  entered.  And  they  are 
fiding  few  of  his  secrets  to  Europeans,  and  bound,  by  the  same  covenant,  to  produce  aQ 
nardly  any  of  his  instruments,  either  native  those  books  upon  requisition,  although  they 
or  European,  knowing  the  secrets  of  each  should  be  mixed  with  affairs  concerning  their 
other.  This  is  the  system  of  banyanism,  and  own  private  negotiations  and  transactions  of 
of  concealment,  wbidi  Mr.  Hastings,  instead  commerce,  or  their  closest  and  most  retired 
of  eradicating  out  of  the  service,  has  propa-  concerns  in  private  life.  But,  as  the  great 
gated  by  example  and  by  support,  and  enlarg-  corrective  of  all,  they  have  contrived,  that 
ed  by  converting  (*v?n  Europeans  into  that  every  proceeding  in  public  council  shall  be 
dark  and  insidious  character.  written : — ^no  debates  merely  verbal.    The  ar- 

I  have  explained,  or  endeavoured  to  explain,  guments,  first  or  last,  are  to  be  in  writing,  and 

to  your  lordships  these  circumstances  of  the  recorded.  AU  other  bodies,  the  Houses  of  LaH% 

true  spirit,  genius,  and  character,  more  than  Commons,  Privy  Council,  Cabinet  Councils  for 

the  ostensible  institutions,  of  the  company's  secret  state  deliberations,  enter  only  resolves, 

service.    I  now  shall  beg  leave  to  bring  before  decisions,  and  final  resolutions  of  aHairs ;  the 

you  one  institution,  taken  from  the  mercantile  argument,  the  discussion,  the  dissrnt,  does 

eonstitutipn  of  the  company,  so  excellent,  that  very  rarely,  if  at  all,  appear.     But  ihe  com- 

I  will  venture  to  say,  that  human  wisdom  has  pany  has  proceeded  much  further,  and  done 

never  exceeded  it.     In  this  excellent  bstito*  much  more  wisely,  because  they  proceeded 

tion  &e  counting-house  gave  lessons  to  ilia  upon  mercamile  principles ;   and  they  have 

state.    The  active,  awakened,  and  enlight-  provkied,  either  by  orders  or  eouree  of  office, 
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ihit  in  ilMn  be  wii!V.n«the  profMniion,  tk*  mahrenfeUoii.    Tlw  nn  of  fraiNl  faUt  into 

argnBMaC,  the  diar'MB.    Thii  is  not  eonfimd  oootnidieUoa,  prewkaUofi^  cfin4wion.    Tbii 

to  their  preai  connciJ ;  but  this  order  ought  to  huteos,  thii  &ci]itai«si  cninrictiuii.    BaeidM, 

ho  ohecrrM*  as  I  ooncetro,  and  I  aoe  oomh  tune  is  not  allowed  for  OMrupting  the  reoorde. 

derabte  iratsm  of  it  m  practice,  in  erery  pro-  They  are  flown  out  of  their  haode ;  they  are 

vincia)  council,  whilst  the  provincial  eooncib  in  Europe ;  di«y  are  safe  in  the  registers  of 

existed,  and  even  down  lo  the  minutesl  rami-  the  company ;  peihape  they  are  under  dM  eyn 

ficataoo  of  their  jMrviee.     These  books,  in  a  of  parliaineut,  befere  the  writers  of  them  have 

prograasinn  firrnn  the  lowest  councils  to  the  time  to  invent  an  encase  far  a  direct  ooolnry 


highest  presideney,  are  ordered  to  be  trani^    conduct  to  ihati  u>  which  their  Cbrmer  precend- 
Mtted,  du|)licate  sfid  triplicate,  by  every  ship,     ed  principles  applied.     This  ii  a  great,  a 


that  sails  to  Europe.    On  this  system  on  able  material  part  of  the  constitution  of  the 

servant  of  (he  company,  and  high  in  their  ser-  puiy.    My  lords,  I  do  not  think  it  to  be  much 

vice,  has  recorded  his  opinion,  and  strongly  apologised  for,  if  I  repent,  that  thii  is  the 

eipresMshissentimenli.    Writing  to  the  court  fundamental  regiriation  of  that  service;  and 

of  directors,  he  says, "  It  ought  to  be  remen^  wfaidi,  if  preeerved  in  the  first  instance,  as  it 

berdd,  that  the  basis,  upon  which  you  rose  to  ought  to  be,  in  oiieial  praetioe  in  India,  and 

power,  Aiid  have  been  able  to  stand  the  shock  then  used  as  it  ou|fht  to  bo  in  England,  woaU 

of  repemod  convnlsiono,  has  been  the  accuracy  aflbrd  such  a  mode  of  governing  a  great,  i^ 

and  simplicity  of  mereanUle  method,  which  reign,  dispersed  empire,  as  I  will  venture  to  say, . 

OMkes  every  iraneaction  in  your  service,  and  few  eoontries  ever  poesemed  even  in  govern* 

every  expenditure,  a  matter  of  record."  ing  the  meet  limited  and  narrow  jurisdictioa. 

My  kiids,  this  method  not  only  must  produce        It  was  the  grant  buiiness  of  Mr.  Hastings's 

to  them,  if  strictly  oboerved,  a  more  aceunue  policy  to  subvert  this  great  political  edaoe. 

idea  of  the  nature  of  their  affaire,  and  the  na-  His  first  mode  of  sidyveiting  it  was  by  con* 

tore  of  their  eqiendituree,  but  it  must  affiird  mending  the  public  mnusters,  paid  by  the 

Aem  no  trivial  opportunity  and  means  of  know^  company,  to  driver  their  correspondence  upoa 

ing  the  true  charactera  of  their  servants,  their  the  most  criticaland  momentous  affairs  to  kirn, 

capacities,  their  ways  of  thinking,  the  turn  and  in  order  to  be  suppressed  and  deetroyed  at 

bias  of  their  nnnds.    If  well  employed,  and  his  pleasine.    To  support  him  in  this  pkw  of 

but  a  little  improved,  the  East-India  Company  spoliation,  he  has  made  a  mischievous  diiH 

pessoenod  an  advantage  unknown  before  to  the  tinction  in  public  business  between  pidilie  and 

chief  of  a  remote  government    la  the  most  private  oorrespoadenoe.     The  company's  oi^ 

remote  parts  of  the  worM,  and  in  the  minutest  deri  and  covenants  made  none.     There  are, 

parts  of  a  remote  service,  every  thing  came  readily  I  admit,  thousands  of  oeeasions,  in 

befere  the  principal  with  a  domeetic  accuracy  whidi  it  is  not  proper  to  divulge  promiscuously 

and  local  familiarity.    It  was  in  the  power  of  a  private  correepondenoe,  though  on  public 

a  director,  sitting  in  London,  to  fonn  an  aoeiH  affiiirB,to  the  worid  ;  but  there  is  no  occcasion, 

rate  judgment  of  every  incident,  that  hap*  in  which  it  is  not  a  necessary  duty,  on  requi* 

pened  upon  the  Ganges  and  the  Gogra.  sition,  U>  communicaxe  yoor  correspoodMiee, 

The  use  of  this  recorded  system  did  not  to  thoee,  who  form  the  paramount  government, 

consist  only  in  the  fecility  of  discovering  what  on  whose  intereste,  and  on  whose  concerns, 

the  nature  of  their  affairs,  and  the  character  and  under  whoee  authority,  this   correspon* 

Biul  capacity  of  their  servants,  was ;  but  it  dence  has  been  carried  on.    The  Tory  same 

fumtshod  the  means  of  detecting  their  misooiH  reasons,  which  require  secreqr  with  regard  to 

duct  *,  frequently,  of  proving  it  loo,  and  of  pro-  others,  demand  the  freeet  communication  to 

dneing  the  evidence  to  it  judicially  under  their  them.  But  Mr.  Hastings  has  estabiiihed  prii^ 

own  hands.     For  your  lordships  must  hsTo  ciples  of  confidence  and  secrecy  towards  him- 

o^erved,  that  it  is  rare  indeed,  that,  in  a  self,  which  have  cut  off  all  confidence  between 

continued  cnurse  of  evil  practices,  any  uniform  the  directors  and  their  ministers,  and  eff*eotD- 

metbod  of  proceeding  will  serve  the  purposes  ally  kept  them  at  least  out  of  the  secret  of 

of  tile  delinquent.     Innooence  is  plam,  direct  their  own  affairs. 

and  simple:  guik  is  a  crooked,  intricate,  in-        Without  entering  Into  all  the  practices,  bv 

constant  and  various  thing.     The  inkinitous  which  he  has  attempted  to  maim  the  company's 

iob  of  tp-day  may  be  covered  by  specious  records,  I  shall  state  one  more  to  your  lord- 

nasons ;  but  when  the  job  of  iniquity  of  ti^  ships ;  that  is,  his  avowed  appointment  of  spisa 

morrow  socceeds,  die  reasons,  that  have  odour*  and  nnder-agenis,  Who  riiall  carry  on  the  real 

•d  the  first  crime,  may  expose  the  seoood  state  bonness,  while  there  are  pnblie  sad  «^ 
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tomrible  agents,  who  are  not  in  the  Mcret.  exist  together.    He  knows,  that  what  remaiM 

The  correspondence  of  those  private  agents  oTtlie  written  constitution,  which  he  has  not 

he  holds  in  his  own  bands,  communicates  as  destroyed,  is  enough   to  destroy  him.      He 

\m  thinks  proper,  but  roost  commonly  withholds,  claims  a  privilege  of  systematic  inconstancy ; 

There  remains  nothing  for  the.direclors  but  the  a  privilege  of  prevarication  *,  a  privilege  of 

shell  and  tiusk  of  a  dry,  formal,  official  corre-  contradiction  ;  a  privilej^e  of  not  only  changing 

spondence,  which  neither  means  any  thing,  nor  his  conduct,  but  the  principles  of  his  conduct, 

was  intended  to  mean  any  thing.  whenever  it  suits  his  occasions.     But  I  hope 

These  are  some  of  the  methods,  by  which  your  lordships  will  show  the  destroyers  of  that 

he  has  defeated  the  purposes  of  the  excellent  wise  constitution,  and  the  destroyers  of  those 

institution  of  a  recorded  administration.    But  records,  which  are  to  be  the  securities  against 

there  are  cases  to  be  brought  before  this  court,  roiJversatiun   in  office,   the  discoverers  and 

in  which  he  has  laid  the  tixe  at  once  to  the  root ;  avengers  of  it,  that  whoever  destroys  the  dis- 

which  was,  by  delegating  out  of  his  own  hands  oovercr  establishes  the  iniquity ;  that>  ihere- 

a  great  department  of  the  powers  of  the  com-  fore,  your  lordships  will  bind  him  to  his  own 

pany,  which  he  was  himself  bound  to  execute,  declarations,  given  on  record  under  his  own 

to  a  board,  which  was  not  bound  to  record  their  hand ;  that  you  will  say  to  thti  unfaithful  ser- 

deliberalions  with  the  same  strictness  as  he  vant    of  the    company    what   was  said   to  , 

himself  was  bound.    He  appointed  of  his  own  another    unfaitliful    person,   upon  a  far  len 

usurped  authority  a  board  for  the  administra-  occasion,  by  a  far  greater  authority,  *'out  of 

tion  of  the  revenue,  the  members  of  which  were  thy  own  mouth  will  I  judge  thee,  thou  wicked 

expressly  dispensed  from  recording  their  dis-  servant."  • 

sents,  until  they  chose  it ;  and  in  that  (^ce.  as        Having  gone  through  what   I  have  been 

in  a  great  gulf,  a  most  important  part  of  the  iostructod  might  be  necessary  to  state  to  your 

company's  transactions  has  been  buried.  lordships  concerning  the  company's  constitu- 

Notwithstanding  his  unw^ied  pains  in  the  tion,  I  mean  the  real  inside,  and  not  the  shell, 

woi^i  of  spoliation,  some  precious  fragments  of  its  constitution ;  having  stated  the  abuses, 

are  left,  which  we  ought  infinitely  to  value;  that  existed  in  it;  havmg  stated  how  Mr. 

by  which  we  may  learn,  and  lament,  the  loss  Hastings  endeavoured  to  perpetuate  and  to 

of  what  he  has  destroyed.    If  it  were  not  for  increase  and  to  profit  of  the  abuse,  and  how  he 

those  inestimable  fragments  and  wrecks  of  the  has  systcroaticailj  endeavoured  to  destroy,  and    • 

recorded  government,  which  have  been  saved  has  in  somo  instances  in  fact  destroyed,  many 

from  the  destruction,  which  Mr.  Hastings  in-  things  truly  excellent  in  that  constitution ;  if 

tended  for  them  all,  the  most  shameful  enormi-  I  have  not  wasted  your  time  in  explanation  of 

ties,  that  have  ever  disgraced  a  government,  matters,  that  you  are  dready  well  acquainted 

or  harassed  a  people,  would  only  be  known  in  with,  I  sliall  next  beg  leave  to  state  to  you  the 

this  country  by  secret  whispers,  amd  unauthen-  ahuse  in  some  particulars  of  the  other  part  uf 

ticated  anecdotes:  the  disgraoers  of  govern-  the  public  authority,  which  the  company  ac- 

ment,  the  vexecs  and  afSicters  of  mankind,  quired  over  the  natives  of  India  in  virtue  of  the 

instead  of  being  brought   before    an  awful  royal  charter  of  the  present  Mogul  empurour, 

public  triounal,  might  have  been  honoured  \\ith  in  the  year  1766. 

the  highest  distinctions   and  rewards  their        My  lords,  that  you  may  the  better  judge  oi 

country  has  to  bestow;  and  sordid  bribery,  the  abuse  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  of  the 

base  peculation,  iron-handed  extortion,  fierce,  powers  vested  in  him,  it  will  be  expedient  to 

unrelenting  tyranny,  might  themselves  have  consider  a  little,  who  the  people  are,  to  whose 

been  invested  with  those  sacred  robes  of  jus-  prejudice  he  has  abused  these  powers.    1  shall 

tice,  before  which  this  day  they  have  cause  to  explain  this  point  with  as  much  brevity  as  is 

tremble.  consistent  with  the  distinctness,  with  which 

Mr.  Hastings,  sensible  of  what  he  suffers  I  mean  to  bring  the  whole  before  your  lord- 

from  this  register  of  acts  and  opinions,  has  ships ;  and  I  beg  to  observe  to  you,  that  tliis 

endeavoured  to  discredit  and  ruin  what  re-  previous  discourse,  rather  explanatory  than 

mains  of  ic    He  refuses,  in  hii  defence  to  the  accusatorial  (if  I  may  use  the  expiession)  is 

House  of  Commons,  in  letters  to  the  court  of  nl^eanl  rather  to  elucidate  the  nature  of  the 

directors,  in  various  writings  and  declarations,  matter  to  come  before  you  in  re^lar  cliarges, 

he  refuses  to  be  tried  by  his  own  recorded  than  as  proof  of  the  charges  themselves, 
dedarations ;  he  refuses  to  be  bound  by  his        I  know,  that  a  good  deal  of  latitude  is  allow- 

9wn  opinions,  delivered  under  his  own  hand,  ed  to  advocates,  when  opening  a  cause  in  s 

He  knows,  that  ho  and  the  record  cannot  private  court,  to  indulge  themselves  in  their 
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Darratives  kading  to  the  charges  th«y  intend  Their  legislator,  whoefer  he  waa,  (ibr  who 

to  bring.    They  are  not  always  called  to  the  he  was  is  a  nmUer  lost  in  the  mists  of  a  most 

strictest  account  (or  such  prelatory  matter,  be-  obacuro  antiquity,)  had  it  as  a  great  leading 

cause  the  court,  when  ic  co'res  to  judge,  siAs  principle  of  his  policy  to  connect  the  people 

and  distinguishes  it  from  the  points  to  be  strictly  with  their  soil.    Accordingly,  by  ono  of  those  * 

proved,  and  on  whose  merits  Uie  cause  relies,  anomalies,  which  a  larger  acquaintance  with 

But  I  wish  your  lordships  to  know,  that,  our  species  daily  diseorers,  and  which  perhaps 
with  the  high  opinion  I  have  of  your  gratity,  an  attentive  reflection  might  explain  in  the 
(and  it  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  conceive  a  nature  of  man,  this  aboriginal  people  of  India, 
higher,)  and  sensible  of  the  weight  of  those  I  who  are  the  softest  in  their  manners  of  any  of 
represent  at  this  place,  namely,  the  Gomrnons  our  race,  approaching  almost  to  feminine  ten- 
of  Great  Britain,  I  should  be  sorry,  that  any  domess,  who  are  formed  constitutionally  bene- 
one  substantial  fact,  even  in  this  explanatory  volent,  and,  in  many  particulars,  made  to  fill  a 
opening,  or  even  the  colour  of  the  fact,  should  larger  circle  of  benevolence  than  our  morals 
be  alleged,  which,  when  called  upon,  I  should  tako  in,  who  extend  their  good-will  to  the 
not  be  ready  to  make  good  to  you  by  proof:  I  whole  animal  creation  ^these  people  are,  of 
mean,  by  proof  adapted  to  its  nature  ;  public  all  nations,  the  most  unalliable  to  any  other 
opinion  by  evidence  of  public  opinion ;  by  part  of  mankind.  They  cannot — the  highest 
record  that,  to  which  record  is  applicable  ;  by  orders  of  them,  at  least,  cannot  oome  into  eon- 
oral  testimony  things,  to  which  oml  testimony  tact  with  any  other.  That  bond,  which  is  ono 
alone  can  be  produced ;  and  last  of  all,  that,  of  the  chief  instruments  of  socie^,  and  which, 
which  is  matter  of  historic  proof,  by  historic  supporting  the  individual,  comiects  the  species, 
evidence.  This  I  hope  to  do  with  the  usual  can  have  no  existence  with  them— I  mean  the 
allowance  to  errours  and  mistakes,  which  is  convivial  bond.  That  race  can  be  heU  to  no 
the  claim  of  human  infirmity.  other  by  that  great  link  of  life.    No  Hindft 

Then,  my  lords,  two  distinct  people  inhabit  can  mix  at  ummIs  even  with  those,  on  whom 

India.    Two  sorts  of  people  inhabit  the  same  he  depends  ibr  the  meat  he  eats.    This  eii^ 

country,  as  totally  distinct  from  esdi  other  in  comstance  renders  it  difficult  fer  us  to  entef 

diaracters,  lives,   opinions,  prejudices,   and  with  due  sympathy  into  their  ooneems,  or  for 

manners,  as  the  inhabitants  of  countries  most  them  to  enter  into  ours,  even  when  we  inoet 

remote  from  each  other.    For  both  of  these  on  the  same  ground*    But  there  are  other  cir* 

descriptions  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  to  pro-  cumstances,  which  render  our  intercourre,  in 

vide  equally,  agreeable  to  the  terms  of  the  onr  mutual  relation,  very  fuH  of  difficulty.    The 

charter,  which  the  company  received  from  the  sea  is  between  ns.    The  mass  of  that  element, 

lawful  governing  power  of  that  cotmtry  ;— «  which,  by  appearing  to  disconnect,  unitoi  main 

charter  received  at  its  own  solicitation ; — a  kind,  is  to  them  a  forbidden  road.    It  is  a 

charter,  not  forced  upon  us  by  a  superioor  great  gulf  fixed  between  you  and  them— not 

power,  but  given  at  the  immediate  solicitation  so  much  that  elementary  gtilf,  but  that  gulf, 

of  the  principal  servants  belonging  to  the  com-  which  manners,  opinions  and  laws  have  rad»- 

paiiy ;— a  charter  solemnly  accepted  by  the  cated  in  the  very  nature  of  the  people.    None 

company ;  and  by  them,  I  am  very  sorry  to  say,  of  their  high  casts,  without  grvat  danger  to  his 

little  regarded ;  or,  at  least,  little  regarded  by  situation,  religion,  rank  and  estimation,  can 

their  principal  servants.  ever  pass  the  sea ;  and  this  foibids,  for  ever, 

My  lords,  tlie  first  description  of  people,  who  all  direct  communication  between  that  country 
are  subjected  virtually  to  the  British  empire  and  this.  That  material  and  affecting  circum- 
through  those  mediums,  which  I  have  describ-  stance,  my  lords,  makes  it  ten  times  mors 
ed  to  you,  are  the  original  inhabitants  of  Hin-  necessary,  since  they  cannot  oome  to  us,  to 
dostan,  who  have  in  aD  time,  and  beyond  all  keep  a  strict  eye  upon  all  persons,  who  go  to 
the  eras,  which  we  use,  (I  mean  always  the  them.  It  imposes  upon  us  a  stricter  duly  to 
two  grand  eras  excepted,)  been  the  aboriginal  guard,  with  a  firm  and  powerful  vigilance, 
inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  that  country ;  those,  whose  principles  of  conscience  weaken 
with  manners,  religion,  customs,  and  usages  their  principles  of  selMefenoe.  If  we  under- 
appropriated  to  themselves,  and  little  resera-  take  to  govern  the  inhabitants  of  sudi  a  coun- 
bling  those  of  the  rest  of  mankind.  This  do-  try,  we  must  govern  them  upon  their  own  pria- 
scription  of  men  is  commonly  called  GentQs.  ciples  and  maxims,  and  not  upon  ours.  We 
The  system  and  principle  of  that  government  must  not  think  to  force  them  into  the  narrow 
it  locality.  Their  laws,  their  manners,  their  circle  of  our  ideas ;  we  miat  extend  ours  to 
leligion,  are  all  local.  take  b  their  system  of  opmioiis  and  rites,  and 
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the  neeenhiM  which  nm\t  (ran  bodi;  all  at  oooe  out  of  ail  ranks  of  society.  Heispi^ 
change  on  iheir  part  is  abaolnteiy  impraeti-  cipiCated  from  ibe  proudest  elevation  of  fo- 
caUe.  We  have  more  teraatility  of  obaracter  >pect  and  honour  to  a  bottomless  ub>Mi  of  coo- 
aad  manners',  and  it  is  we,  who  must  oonfocm.  tempt ;  from  glory  to  infamy ;  from  piurity  to 
We  know  what  the  empbe  of  opinion  ie  in  pollution;  from  sanctity  (o  profanation.  No 
human  nature,  i  had  ahnost  said,  diat  the  law  honeet  occupations  c^o  to  him.  His  chil- 
of  opinion  was  hmnan  nature  itselC  It  is,  drsn  are  no  kmger  his  children.  Their  parent 
however,  the  strongest  principle  in  the  com-  loess  that  name.  The  conjugal  bond  is  dis- 
position of  the  frame  of  the  human  mind ;  and  aolved.  Few  survire  this  most  terrible  of  all 
mor^of  the  happiness  and  onhappiness  of  man-  calamities.  To  speak  to  an  Indian  of  this 
kind  resides  in  llMtt  inward  principle,  than  m  all  oast  is  to  speak  to  him  of  his  all. 
external  eiicusHtances  put  together.  But  if  But  the  rule  of  cast  has,  wiih  them,  given 
BQoh  is  the  empire  of  opinion  even  among  w,  Qpe  power  more  to  fortune,  than  the  maimers 
il  has  a  pure,  imrestrained,  complete,  and  of  any  other  nation  were  ever  known  to  do. 
despotic  power  among  them.  The  variety  of  For  it  is  sin^lar,  the  cast  may  be  lust,  not 
balanoed  opinions  in  our  minds  weakens  the  only  by  certaw  voluntary  crimes,  but  by  cer>' 
fbree  of  each ;  for  in  Europe,  sometimes,  the  tain  involuntary  sufferings,  disgraces,  and  pol- 
laws  ef  religion  differ  from  the  Uws  of  the  lutions,  that  are  utterly  out  of  their  power  to 
land;  sometimes,  the  laws  of  the  huid  difler  prevent.  Those,  who  have  patiently  submit- 
from  our  laws  of  honour ;  our  laws  of  honour  ted  to  imprisonment-— those,  who  have  not 
are  ftril  of  caprice,  difieriag  from  those  other  flinched  from  the  scourge— tliose,  who  have 
laws,  and  sometimes  differing  from  themselves:  been  as  unmoved  as  marble  imdcr  torture — 
hut  there  the  laws  of  religion,  the  kws  of  the  those,  who  have  laughed  at  the  menaces  of 
land,  and  the  laws  of  hodour,  are  all  united  death  itself— have  instantly  given  way,  when 
and  oonsoHdated  in  one  iQvariflj>le  system,  and  i^  has  been  attempted  to  subject  them  to  any 
hind  men  by  eternal  and  iadiasohible  bonds  to  of  those  pollutions,  by  which  they  lose  cast, 
the  rales  of  wliat,  among  them,  is  called  his  To  this  cait  they  are  bound  by  all  laws  of  aU 
emt.  descriptions,  human  and  divine  ;  and  invete> 

It  nay  be  neoasaary  just  to  state  Co  ynnr  f^o  ungo  be*  radicated  it  in  them  to  a  depth, 

brdships  what  a  eatt  is.    The  GentO  people,  vmI  with  an  adhesion,  with  which  no  other 

from   the  oUest  time,  have  been  distributed  known  prejudice  has  been   known  to  exist* 

into  various  orders,  all  ef  them  hereditary:  Tyranny  is,  therefore,  armed  against   them 

these  fitfnily  orders  are  called  casts ;    these  with  a  greater  variety  of  weapons  than  are 

easts  are  the  ftndamental  part  of  the  oonsti-  found  in  its  ordinary  stores. 

Intion  of  the  QentA  commonwealth,  both  in  This,  among  a  thousand  other  consideratioQs, 

Iheir  diurdi  and  in  their  state.  speaks  to  us  in  very  authoritative  language, 

Your  lordships  are  born  to  hereditary  hob '  with  what  care  and  circumspection  we  ought 

aoors  in  the  chief  of  your  houses.    The  rest  to  handle  people  so  delicate.    In  the  course 

mix  with  the  people.    With  the  OentOs,  they,  of  this  trial  your  ktrdships  will  see  with  hor- 

who  are  bora  noble,  can  never  faU  into  any  rour   tho  use,  which  Mr.  Hastings  madoi 

second  rahk.      They  are  divkled  into  four  tiwough  several  of  his  wicked  and  abominable 

orders ;  the  Brahmins,  tho  Chtttery,  the  Bice,  instruments,  chosen  from  the  natives  (hem- 

and  the  Soodw^  with  many  subdivisions  in  selves,  of  these  superadded  means  of  oppree- 

each.    An  eternal  barrier  is  placed  between  eion,    I  shall  prove,  in  the  course  q£  this  trial, 

them.    The  higher  cannot  pass  into  the  bwer ;  that  he  has  put  his  own  menial  domestic  ser- 

the  lower  eannoi  rise  into  the  higher.    They  vant— a  wretch  totally  dependent— a  wretdi 

have  all  their  appropriated  rank,  place,  and  grossly  ignorant— Hhe  common  instrument  of 

•itoatico,  and  their  appropriated  religion  too;  his  bribery  and  peculation ; — he  has  enihroiied 

which  is  essentially  dUTerent  in  its  rites  and  him,  I  say,  on  the  first  seat  of  ecclesiastical 

eeremonies,  sometimes  in  its  object,  in  each  jurisdiction,  which  was  to  decide  upon  the 

of  those  casts.    A  man,  who  is  born  in  the  casts  of  all  those  people,  including  their  rank, 

highest  oast,  which  at  onoe  unites  what  wouU  their  family,  their  honour,  and  their  happiness 

be  tantamount,  in  this  country,  to  the  dignity  here,  and,  an  their  judgment,  their  salvation 

ef  the  peerage,  and  the  ennohled  sanctity  of  hereafter.    Under  the  awe  of  this  power,  no 

the  Episcopal  chaiaoter  ;-^e  Brahmin,  who  man  dared  to  breathe  a  murmer  against  hii 

ssmtaios  ihsse  chsnetess,  if  he  kwes  his  caft,  tyranny.    Fortified  in  this  security,  he  says, 

dees  not  fall  into  an  inlerionr  order,  the  Chii-  Who  cnmplaina  of  me?— No,  none  of  us  dare 

M7i  the  Biee,  or  thn  Soodur,  biithe  is  thvoim  complain  of  you,  says  the  trembling  GentA* 
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No!  jour  menial  ■ermnt  hu  vaj  oMt  in  hv  cvcmwtaiiae,  in  whieh  all  the  imiitotioot  of 

power.    I  ahdl  not  trouble  your  lordihipe  with  mankind  in  other  reepecta  abow  their  weakneaa. 

mentioning  olhen  ;  it  waa  enough,  that  Canto  They  bare  exiated,  when  the  oouotry  baa 

Baboo,  and  GHnga  Gtorind  Sing,  namea,  to  been  otherwiae  aubdued.    Tbia  akme  fumisbea 

which  your  lordriiipa  are  to  be  (aniiliarhEed  full  proofi  tiiat  there  must  be  aome  poweriul 

hereafter  *,-~it  is  enough,  that  ihoae  persona  influence /reeolting  from  them  beyond  all  our 

had  the  caat  and  cbaracler  of  all  the  people  little  ftahionaUe  theorieo  upon  auoh  sulgecta. 

of  Bengal  in  their  hands.    Through  them  he  The  aecood  conaklemtion  in  the  GeoiA  i»> 

has  taken  efiecnial  aecurity  against  all  coa^  stitutions  is  their  beneficial  efiects,  moral  and 

plaint.    Your  lordships  will  hence  discern  how  eivil.     The  policy^  cinl  or  religioia,  or,  as 

very  nocesBary  it  is  become,  that  some  other  theirs  is,  composed  of  both,  that  makea  a  pe(H 

pcraooage  should  interrene,  should  take  upon  pie  happy,  and  a  state  flooriahing,  (putting  fiir- 

him  their  representation,  aisd  by  hb  freedom  iher  and  higher  oonsideratioos  out  of  the  w&y, 

and  his  power  should  supply  the  delects  ari-  which  are  not  now  beibre  us,)  must  undoubl- 

sing  from  their  serritude  and  their  impotence,  edly,  so  frr  as  human  ooosidierations  prevaili 

The  Commons  of  Great  Britain  charge  them-  be  a  policy  wiady  conceived  in  any  acbcms 

•elves  with  this  character.  of  government.    It  is  confirmed  by  all  obsoiw 

My  lords,theseGhntA  people  are  die  original  vmtioo,  that,  where  the  HindQ  religion  bM 

people  of  Hindostan.    They  ars  still,  beyond  been  established,  that  country  has  been  flou- 

comparison,  the  most  numerous.    Faults  this  fishing.   We  have  aeen  aome  patterns  reroaitt* 

nation  may  have ;— but  CKxl  forbid  we  should  ing  to  this  day.    The  very  country,  which  is 

pass  judgment  upon  people,  who  fnmed  their  to  be  the  subject  of  yoorkmiships  judicial  in* 

laws  and  institutions  prior  to  our  insect  origin  of  quiry,  is  an  instance,  by  an  entire  change  aC 

yesterday.    With  all  the  faults  of  dietr  nature,  government,  of  the  different  effects  resulting 

and  erroiirs  Of  their  institutions,  their  institu-  from  the  rapacity  of  a  foreign  hand,  and  the 

tions,  which  act  as  powerfully  on  their  natures,  pateraal,  lenient,  protecting  arm  of  a  native 

have  two  material  characteristics,  which  entitle  government,  Ibrmed  co  the  long  connection  of 

(hem  to  respect :-— first,  great  force  and  stability ;  prejudice  and  power.    1  shall  give  you  its  stale 

and  next,  excellent  moral  and  civil  effects.  Their  tmdsr  the  HindQ  government  from  a  book 

stability  has  been  proved  by  their  holding  on  an  written  by  a  very  okl  servant  of  the  company, 

uniform  tenour  for  a  duration  commenenrate  to  whose  auUiority  is  of  the  greater  weight,  as 

an  the  empires  with  which  history  has  made  us  the  very  destruction  of  all  this  scheme  of  go 

acquainted ;  and  ihey  still  exist  in  a  green  oM  veroment  is  the  great  object  of  the  author, 

age,  with  all  the  reverence  of  antiquity,  and  with  The  authOT,  Mr.  Hdwell,  divides  the  coud- 

all  the  passion,  that  people  have  to  novelty  and  try  of  Bengal  into  its  different  provinces.    Ha 

change.   They  have  stood  firm  on  their  antient  supposes  what  diey  then  paid  to  the  suprsna 

base — ^they  have  cast  Uieir  roots  deep  in  their  government ;  he  supposes  what  the  country  is 

native  soil ;  perhaps  because  they  have  never  capaUe  of  yi^ing ;   and  his  project  is  to 

spread  them  any  where  else  than  in  their  native  ohaage  eotirply  the  applicatioo  of  the  revenues 

soil.  Their  blood,  their  opinions,  and  the  soil  of  of  the  country,  and  to  secure  the  whole  into 

their  country,  make  one  consistent  piece  ;  ad-  the  hands  of  government.    In  enumerating 

mitting  no  mixture,  no  adulteration,  no  im-  theoe  provincea,  'at  last  he  comes  to  the  pn^ 

provement:    accordingly,  their  religion   has  vinee  of  Burdwan. 

made  no  converts ;  their  dominion  has  made  "  In  truth  (says  this  author)  il  wodd  be  al- 

no  conquests ;  but,  in  proportion  as  their  laws  most  cruelty  to  OMilest  this  happy  people ;  lor  in 

and  opinions  were  concentred  within  tbem-  thisdistrictareiheonly  vestigssof  thebeau^, 

selves,  and  hindered  fit>m  spreading  abroad,  purity,  piety,  regularity,  equity,  and  stricUieas 

they  have  doubled  their  force  at  home.    They  of  the  antient  Hindoatan  government.    Here 

have  existed  in  spite  of  Mahooiedan  and  Por*  the  property,  as  well  as  the  liberty,  of  the  peo 

tuguese  bigotry  ;    in  spite  of  Tartarian  and  pie  are  inviobte.    Here  no  robberies  are  heard 

Arabian  tyranny ;  in  spite  of  all  the  fury  of  of^  either  public  or  private.     The  traveller, 

successive  foreign  conquest;  in  spite  of  a  more  either  with  or  without  moRhandise,  beoomss 

formidable  foe— the  avarice  of  the  English  do-  the  immediate  care  of  the  govsmment,  whiok 

minion.  allots  him   guards,  without  uiy  expense,  to 

I  have  spoken  now,  my  lords,  of  what  their  4Sondnct  him  from  stage  to  Stage;  and  these 

principles  are  ;— their  laws  and  religious  in-  are  aecouncable  for  the  safoty  iod  aceouaa^ 

stitutions,  in  pomt  of  fi>rce  and  stability :   I  dation  of  his  person  and  eiiects.    At  the  ead 

have  given  instances  of  their  force  in  the  yery  of  the  first  stage  he  ia  deUveved  over,  with 
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certain  benevolent  fbrmalities,  to  the  guards  of  tune  to  that  coantry,  and  to  the  worid  io  gene 

the  neit,  who,  after  interrogating  the  traveUer  rai ;  I  mean,  the  time  of  the  prophet  Mahomed, 

aa  to  the  wage  he  had  received  in  his  journey,  The  enthusiasm,  which  animated   his  firat 

dismiss  ihe  first  guard  wiih  a  written  oerti-  followers,  the  despotic  power,  which  religion 

fic&te  of  their  behaviour,  and  a  receipt  for  the  obtained  through  that  enthusiasm,  and  the 

traveller  and  his  efiects ;  which  certificate  and  advantages,  derived  from  both,  over  the  cner- 

receipt  are  ttotumable  to  the  commanding  ofii-  vated  great  empires,  and  btoken,  disunited 

cer  of  the  first  stage,  who  registers  the  same,  lesser  govemracsls  of  the  w<NrId,  extended  the 

and  regularly  reiiorts  it  to  the  rajah."  influence  of  that  proud  and  domineering  sect 

"  lu  litis  form  the  traveller  is  passed  through  from  the  banks  of  the  Granges  to  the  banks 

the  country  ;  and  if  he  only  passes,  he  is  not  of  the  Loire. 

suffered  to  be  at  any  expense  for  (bod,  acconih  This  second  period  is  the  era  of  the  Arabs, 
modation,  or  carriage  (or  his  merchmidise  or  These  people  made  a  great  and  lasting  imprea- 
baggage ;  but  it  is  otherwise  if  he  is  permitted  sion  on  India.  They  established,  very  early, 
to  make  any  residence  in  one  place  above  Maliomedan  sovereigns  in  all  parts  of  it ;  par- 
three  days,  unless  occasioned  by  sickness,  or  ticuiarly  in  the  kingdom  of  E^engal,  which  is 
any  unavoidable  accident.  If  any  thing  is  the  principal  object  of  our  present  inquiry* 
lost  in  this  district,  for  instance  a  bat;  of  They  hekl  that  kingdom,  for  a  long  series  of 
money  or  other  valuables,  the  person,  who  finds  years,  under  a  dynasty  of  thirty-three  kings; 
it,  hangs  it  upon  the  next  tree,  and  gives  notice  having  begun  thoir  conquest,  and  founded 
to  the  nearest  chowkey,  or  place  of  guard ;  llie  their  domioion  in  Bengal,  not  very  long  after 
officer  of  which  orders  immediate  publication  the  time  of  their  prophet, 
ofthe  same  by  beat  of  tomtom  or  drum."  These  people,  when  they  first  settled  in 

These,  my  lords,  are  the  effects  universally  India,  attempted  witli  the  ferocious  arm  of 

|Mt>duced  by  the  HindQ  polity  throughout  that  their  pn^hetic  sword  to  change  the  religion 

vast  region,  before  it  was  dislortU  and  put  out  and  manners  of  that  country ;  but  at  length 

of  frame  by  the  barbarism  of  fiireign  conquests,  perceiving,    that  their   cruelty  wearied   out 

Some  choice  reserved  spots  continued  to  flou-  itsdf,  and  never  could  touch  the  constancy  of 

rish  under  it  to  the  year  1756.    Some  remain-  the  sufferers,  tliey  permitted  the  native  pef^le 

ed  till  Mr.  Hastings  obtained  the  means  of  of  the  country  to  remain  in  quiet,  and  lef\  the 

utterly  defacing  them.    Sudi  was  the  prospect  Mahomedan  religion  to  operate  upon   them 

of  Benares  under  the  happy  government  of  as  it  could  by  appealing  to  the  ambition  or 

Bulwanl  Sing.    Sucli  was  the  happy  state  of  avarice  of  the  great,  or  by  taking  the  lower 

the  same  Benares  in  the  happy  days  of  Cheit  people,  who  have  lost  ttieir  casts,  into  this 

Sing,  until  in 'the  year  1781  Mr.  Hastings  new  sect;  and  thus,  from  tlie  refuse  of  the 

introduced  /ti«  reform  into  that  country.  GeniO,  increasing  the  bounds  of  the  Maho- 

Having  stated 'the  general  outline  of  the  medan  religion.    They  lefl  many  of  the  an* 

manners  of  the  original  people  of  Hindostan ;  tient  rajahs  of  the  country  possessed  of  an 

having  stated  the  general  principles  of  their  inferiour  sovereignty ;  and,  where  the  strength 

policy,  which  either  prohibit  connection,  or  of  the  country  or  other  circumstances  would 

oUige  us  to  a  connection  very  different  from  not  permit  this  subordination,  they  suffered 

what  we  have  hitherto  used  towvds  them,  I  them  to  continue  in  a  separate  state,  ap» 

shall  leave  it   to  your  lordships'  judgment,  proacbing  to  independence,  if  not  wholly  in- 

whether  you  will  suffer  sudi  &ir  monuments  dependent. 

of  wisdom  and  benevolence  to  be  defaced  by  The  Mahomedans,  during  the  period  of  the 
the  rapacity  of  your  govemours.  I  hope  I  Arabs,  never  expelled  or  destroyed  the  native 
have  not  gone  out  of  my  way  to  bring  before  GentO  nobility,  zemindars,  or  landholders  of 
you  any  circumstance  relative  to  the  GentO  the  country.  They  all,  or  almost  all,  remain- 
religion  and  maimers,  further  than  as  they  re-  ed  fixed  in  their  places,  properties,  and  dig- 
kte  to  the  spirit  of  our  govenmient  aver  them ;  nities ;  and  the  shadows  of  several  of  them 
for  though  there  never  was  such  food  for  the  remain  under  our  jurisdiction, 
curiosity  of  the  human  mind,  as  is  found  in  the  Tho  next,  which  is  the  third  era,  is  an  en 
taianners  of  this  people,  I  pass  it  totally  over.  •  the  more  necessary  to  observe  upon,  because 

I  wish  to  divide  this  |ireliroinary  view  into  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  many  applications  to  it 

six  periods;  and  your  lordships  will  consider  in  his  defence  before  the  Commons;  napiely, 

ffiat  of  the  HindAs,  which  I  have  now  men-  the  invasion  of  the  Tartars,  or  the  era  of  T»* 

tioned,  as  the  first  era.  merlane.    These  Tartars  did  not  establish 

The  second  era  is  an  era  of  great  miafbr-  themselves  on  the  ruins  of  the  HindQs,    Their 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESO*  $05 

eooquesU  wero  ovar  the  other  Mahomadaac :  aword  of  Mahomed  praYailed ;  namely,  a  ca|ii- 
ior  Tamerlane  intaded  Huktusumi  as  ho  in-  tation  tax  upon  all,  who  do  not  proftt^s  the  re- 
Tftded  other  countries,  in  the  character  of  the  ligion  of  the  Mahomedans.  But  tlie  Hindis, 
great  refimner  of  the  Mahomedan  religion,  by  exprees  charter,  were  exempted  from  that 
He  came  as  a  sort  of  tuccessour  to  the  rights  vmA  of  servitude,  and  tlicreby  declared  not  to 
of  the  prophet  upon  a  dirine  title.  He  struck  be  a  conquered  people.  The  native  princes, 
at  all  the  Mahomedan  princes,  who  reigned  in  all  their  transactions  with  the  Mogul  go- 
at that  time.  He  considered  them  as  apoe-  vemment,  carried  the  evident  marks  of  this 
tales,  or  at  least  as  degenerated  from  the  faith,  free  condition  in  a  noble  independency  of 
and  as  tyrants  abasing  their  power.  To  faci-  spirit.  Within  their  own  districts  the  autho- 
Utate  his  oonqoests  over  these,  he  was  oflen  ri^  of  many  of  them  seemed  entire.  We  are 
obliged  to  oome  to  a  sort  of  a  composition  oAen  led  into  mistakes  concerning  the  goven^ 
withkrthe  people  of  the  country  he  invaded,  ment  of  Hindostan,  by  comparing  it  with  those 
Tamerlane  had  neither  time,  nor  means,  nor  governments  where  the  prince  is  armed  with 
inclination,  to  dispossess  the  antient  rajahs  a  full,  speculative,  entire  authority ;  and  where 
of  the  country.  the  great  people  have,  with  great  titles,  no 

Tour  lordships  will  observe,  that  I  propose  *  privHeges  at  all ;  or,  having  privileges,  have 

nothing  more,  than  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  those  privileges  only  as  subjects.    But  in  Kin- 

principles  of  policy  which  prevailed  in  these  dostan  the  modes,  the  degrees,  the  circum- 

•everal  revolutions,  and  not  an  history  of  the  stances  of  subjection,   varied  infinitely.     In 

furious  military  achievements  of  a  burbarous  some  places  hardly  a  trace  at  all  of  subjection 

invader.     Historians,  indeed,  are  generally  was  to  be  discerned ;  in  some  the  rajahs  were 

very  liberal  of  their  information  concerning  almost  assessors  of  the  throne,  as  in  this  case 

every  thing  but  what  we  ought  to  be  very  of  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing.      These  circum- 

anxious  to  know.     They  tell  us,  that  India  stances  mark,  that  Tamerlane,  however  he  may 

was  cenfjuered  by  Tamn4aiie,  and  conquered  be  indicated  by  the  odious  names  of  Tartar 

m  such  a  year.    The  year  will  be  (bund  to  and  conquerour,  was  no  barbarian ; — that  the 

eoincide  somewhere,  I  believe,  with  the  end  of  people,  who  submitted  to  him,  did  not  submit 

the  bunecnth  century.     Thinking  the  mere  with  the  abject  submission  of  slaves  to  the 

tux  as  of  little  in<Hnent,  and  its  chronology  as  sword  of  a  conquerour,  but  admitted  a  great, 

nothing,  but  thinking  the  policy  very  material,  supreme  emperour,  who  was  just,  prudent,  and 

which,  indeed,  is  to  be  collected  only  here  and  politic,   insieod  of  the  ferocious,  oppressive 

there,  in  various  books  written  with  various  lesser  Mdiomedan  sovereigns,  who  had  be- 

views,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  a  fore  forced  their  way  by  the  sword  into  the 

very  remarkable  circumstance  relative  to  that  country. 

policy,  and  taken  from  the  same  book  to  which        That  country  resembled  more  a  republic  of 

I  formerly  referred,  Mr.HoIwell's.  princes  with  a  great  chief  at  their  head,  than 

"  When  the  HindQ  rajahs,  or  princes  of  a  territory  in  absolute,  uniform,  systematic 

Hindostan,  submitted  to  Tameriane,  it  was  on  subjection  from  one  end  to  the  other ;  in  which 

these  capital  stipulations: — that  the  emperour  light  Mr.  Hastings  and  others  of  late  have 

should  marry  a  daughter  of  Rajah  Cheit  Sing's  thought  proper  to  consider  it.    According  to 

house ;  that  the  head  of  thb  house  should  be  them,  if  a  subordinate  prince,  like  Cheit  Sin^ 

m  perpetuity  governours  of  the  citadel  of  Agra,  was  not  ready  to  pay  any  exorbitant  sum  on 

and  anoint  the  king  at  his  coronation ;  and  instant  demand,  or  submit  to  amy  extent  of 

that  tlie  emperours  should  never  impose  the  fine,  which  riiould  be  inflicted  upon  him  by 

jessera  (or  poll-tax)  upon  the  Hindds.'*  the  mere  will  of  the  person,  who  called  rob- 

Here  was  a  conquerour,  as  he  is  called,  bery  a  JhUf  and  who  took  the  measure  of  that 
coming  in  upon  terms  ;  mixing  his  blood  fine  without  either  considering  the  means  of 
with  that  of  the  native  nobility  of  the  country  paying,  or  the  degree  of  delinquency,  that  jus- 
be  ccMX)aered ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  tified  it ;  their  properties,  liberiit«  and  lives 
msxttire,  placing  them  in  succession  upon  the  were  instantly  forfeited.  The  rajahs  of  that 
dvone  ic  the  country  he  subdued ;  making  one  country  were  armed  ;~they  had  fortresses  for 
of  them  even  hereditary  constable  of  the  ca-  their  security  ; — they  had  troops.  In  the  re- 
pital  of  his  kingdom,  and  thereby  putting  his  ceipt  of  both  their  own  and  the  imperial  re- 
posterity  as  a  pledge  into  their  hands.  What  venue,  their  securities  for  justice  were  io 
is  fiall  as  remarkable,  be  freed  the  Hindils  for  (heir  own  handb :  but  the  policy  of  (he  Mogul 
ever  from  that  tax,  which  the  Mahomedans  princes  very  rarely  iwd  tliem  to  push  that  peo- 
have  laid  upon  every  country,  over  which  (he  pie  to  such  extremity,  as  it  is  supposed,  that. 
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M  tmry  flight  oceasioDi  we  luTe  a  right  to  much  fin*  Buckingham."— Yet,  where  tfic 
push  those,  who  are  the'  Bobjects  of  our  pr^  counlrj  again  recovered  its  form  and  settle- 
tended  conquest.  ment,  it  recorered  the  spirit  of  a  mild  gofem- 

Mr.  Holwell  throws  much  light  on  tltis  menL   Whatever  rigour  was  used  with  regard 

policy,  which  became  the  standing  law  of  to  the  Mabomedan  adventurers  from  Persia, 

the  empire.—  Turkey,  and  other  parts,  who  filled  the  places 

"In  the  unfortunate  wars,  which  folfowed  of  servile  grandeur  in  the  Mogul  court,  the 

the  death  of  Manx  CDin  Savajee,  Cheit  Sing  Hindfls  were  a  &voured,  protected,  gently 

(the  great  rajah  we  have  just  mentioned)  with  treated  people. 

a  select  body  of  Rhajapoots,  by  a  well  cod-         The  next,  which  is  the  fifth  era,  is  a  trwh 

ducted  retreat,  recovered  Agra ;  and  was  soon  Med  and  vexatious  period— the  era  of  the  in- 

afler  reconciled  to  the  king  (the  Mogul)  and  dependent  soubahs  of  Bengal.    Five  of  these 

admitted  to  his  favour ;  conformable  to  the  soubahs  or  vicen^s  governed  from  about  the  . 

steady  policy  of  this  government  in  keeping  a  year  1717,  or  thereabouts.     They  grew  into 

good  understanding  with  the  principal  rajahs,  independence  partly  by  the  calamitiee  and  con 

and  more  especially  with  the  head  of  this  house,  cuasions   of  that   empire,  which   happened 

who  is  ever  capable  of  raising  and  fomenting  '  during  the  disputes  for  the  succession  of  Ta 

ft  very  formidable  party  upon  any  intended  merlane ;  and  partly,  and  indeed  principally,  by 

revolution    in   this  despotic    and  precarious  the  great  shock,  which  the  empire  received 

monarchy."  when  Thamas  Kouli  KhAn  brc^e  into  that 

Tou  see,  that  it  was  the  monarchy,  that  was  country,  carried  off  its  revenues,  overturned 

precarious,  not  the  rights  of  the  subordinate  the  throne,  and  massacred  not  only  many  of 

ehiefi.    Tour  lordships  see, that  notwithstand-  the  chief  nobility,  but  almost  all  the  infattbi- 

ing  our  ideas  of  oriental  despotism,  under  the  tants  of  the  cqiital  city.     This  rude  diook, 

•uccessours  of  Tamerlane,   these  principal  vrhich  that  empire  was  never  able  to  recover, 

rajahs,  instead  of  being  called  wretches,  and  enabled  the  viceroys  to  become  independent; 

treated  as  such,  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  but  their   independence   led  to  their  ruin, 

it  becoming  to  call  and  treat  them,  when  they  Those,  who  had  usurped  upon  their  masters, 

were  in  arms  against  their  sovereign,  were  re-  had  servants,  who  usurped  upon  them.    AUa- 

garded  with  respect,  and  woe  admitted  to  easy  verdy  Kh&n  murdered  his  master,  and  opened 

reconciliations ;    because  in  reality,  in  their  a  way  into  Bengal  for  a  body  of  fn*eign  in* 

occasional  hostilities,  they  were  not  properly  vaders,  the  Maluattas,  who  crueDy  harassed 

rebellious  %ubgects,  but  princes,  often  asser-  the  country  for  several  years.    Their  retreat 

ting  their  natival  rights,  and  the  just  coostitu-  was  at  length  purchased,  and  by  a  stun,  whidi 

tion  of  the  country.  is  supposed  to  amount  to  five  mtUioos  sterlingf. 

This  view  of  the  policy,  which  prevailed  By  diis  purchase  he  secured  the  exhausted 

during  the  dynasty  of  Tamerlane,  naturally  remains  of  an  exhausted  kingdom,  and  left  it  to 

conducts  me  to  the  next,  whidi  is  the  fourth  his  grandson  Surajah  w  Dowlah  in  peace  and 

era  in  this  histoiy — I  mean  the  era  of  the  pover^.     On  the  foil  of  Surajah  w  Bowlah, 

emperour  Akber.     He  was  the  first  of  the  in  1756,  commenced  the  last,  which  is  the 

succeasours  of  Tamerlane,  who  obtained  po^  sixth,— the  era  of  the  Britirii  empire, 
session  of  Bengal.    It  is  easy  to  show  of  what         On  the  fifth  dynasty  I  have  only  to  remaifc 

nature  his  conquest  was.      It  was  over  the  to  your  brdritips,  that,  at  its  dose,  the  HindA 

last  Mahomedan  dynasty.     He  too,  like  his  chiefii  were  almost  every  where  found  in  poe- 

predecessor  Tamerlane,  conquered  the  prince,  session  of  the  country  ;  that  though  Allaverdy 

not  the  country.    It  is  a  certain  mark,  that  it  Kh&n  was  a  cniel  tyrant,  though  be  was  an 

was  not  a  conquered  country  in  the  sense,  in  untitled  usurper,  though  he  racked  wnd  torment- 

whid)  we  conunonly  call  a  country  conquer-  ed  the  people  under  his  government,  ui^gsd, 

ed,— that  the  natives,  great  men  and  land-  however,  by  an  apparent  necessity  from  an 

holdhers,  continued  in  every  part  in  the  pos-  invading  army  of  100,000  horse  in  his  dorai- 

session  of  their  estates,  and  of  the  jurisdictions  nions  ;  yet,  under  him,  the  rajahs  still  presenr- 

annexed  to  them.   It  is  true,  that  in  the  seve-  ed  their  rank,  their  dignity,  their  castles,  their 

ral  wars  for  the  succession  to  the  Mogul  empire^  houses,  their  seigniories,  all  the  insignm  of 

and  in  other  of  their  internal  wars,  severe  re-  their  situation,  and  always  the  right,  soase- 

venges  were  taken,  which  bore  resemblance  times  also  the  means,  of  protecting  their  sub* 

to  those  taken  in  the  war  of  the  Roses  in  this  ordinate  people,  tfll  die  last  and  unfortunaia 

country,  where  it  was  the  common  course,  in  era  of  1756. 
the  heat  of  blood,—"  off  with  his  head,  so        Through  the  whole  of  this  sketch  of  histoiy 
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1  vUitoinprabmonb^rctiunportuttnitfi  win  ptv»  the  w«y»  sal  mike  «*«rf«)uBfMiy 

upon  jvu  miiidf  ;  aua^jy  Umt  through  til  ior  jour  mibMquent  jwtka. 

them  rerohitiaiie  m  goremiDent,  and  dMiofee  I  therefore  wish  to  etop  a\  .aU  period,  fa 

in  power,  an  HindA  poUtTi  ukI  the  spirit  of  which  Mr.  Heetjoge  beeane  nctiTe  in  theaer- 

an  HindA  piveninMnt,did  more  orleea  exist  in  nee,  pretty  near  the  tinse  when  ho  began  his 

that  pronnce,  with  which  he  was  eoooemed,  political  career;— and  here,  my  lords,  I  pawe, 

ontil  it  was  finaUj  to  be  destroyed  by  Mr.  wishing  your  indulgence  at  such  time  as  will 

Hestings.  suit  your  convenience  lor  puming  the  rest  cf 

My  lords,  I  hare  gone  through  all  the  eras  this  erentfiil  histoiy. 
precedent  to  those  of  th^  British  'power  in 

India,  and  am  come  to  the  first  of  those  Til /J  £.— FOURTH    DAY, 

eras.    Mr.  Hastings  existed  in  India,  and  _^ .  -,          ,„_ 

was  a  serrant  of  the  omipwiy  befim  that  *"*  /Wninry  1788. 

era,  and  had  his  educttion  between  both.  tmr     -o          \ 

He  is  an  antedilurian  with  regaid  lo  the  ^^'^'  ^^^^^) 

British  dominion  in  Bengal.  He  was  oo-exi^  Mr  Lobds,— In  what  I  had  the  honour  of 

teoi  with  all  the  acts  and  monuments  of  that  hying  before  your  lordships  yesterday,  and  in 

revohilion,  and  had  no  small  share  in  all  the  what  I  may  further  trouble  you  with  to-day,  I 


abases  of  that  abusife  period,  which  preced-  wish  to  observe  a  distinction,  which  if  I  did 
ed  his  actual  gorerament.  But,  as  it  was  not  lay  down  so  perfecdy  as  I  ought,  I  hope  I 
during  that  transit  firom  eastern  to  westsra  shall  now  be  aUo  to  mark  it  out  with  suffinent 
power,  that  most  of  the  abuses  had  their  exactness  and  perspicuity, 
origin,  it  will  not  be  perfectly  easy  for  your  First,  I  beg  leave  to  obeenre,  that  what  I 
lordships  thoroughly  to  enter  into  the  nature  shall  think  necessary  to  state,  as  matter  of  pr^ 
and  circumstances  of  them,  without  an  expln-  Hmmary  explanation,  in  order  to  give  your 
nation  of  the  princip^  events,  that  happened  lordships  a  true  idea  of  the  scene  of  action— 
from  the  year  1756^  until  the  cooMnenoement  of  of  the  instruments,  which  Mr.  Hastings  era* 
Mr.  Hastings's  government;  during  a  good  part  ployed^«nd  the  effects,  which  they  pro- 
of which  time  we  do  not  oflen  lose  sight  of  duoed— all  this  I  wish  to  be  distinguished  from 
him.  If  I  find  it  agreeable  to  your  lordships ;  matter  brought  to  criminate.  Even  the  mat- 
U*  I  find,  that  you  wish  to  know  these  annata  ter  as  stated  by  me,  which  may  be  hereafter 
of  Indian  suffering  and  British  delinquency;  if  brought  to  criminate,  so  fir  is  it  falls  to  my 
you  desire,  that  I  should  unfold  the  series  of  share  at  preeent,  is  only  to  be  considered,  in 
the  transactions  from  1766  to  the  period  of  Mr.  this  stage  of  the  businees,  as  merely  illostra- 
Hastings's  government  in  1771  ;— that  you  tive.  Your  lordships  are  to  expect,  as  uih 
may  know  how  far  he  promoted  what  was  goiod ;  doubtedly  you  will  require,  substantial  matter 
how  far  he  rectified  friiat  was  evil ;  how  far  he  of  crimination  to  be  laid  open  for  that  purpose, 
abstained  from  innovation  in  tyranny,  and  coo-  at  the  moment  when  the  evidence  to  each 
tented  himself  with  the  old  stock  of  abuse;— >  charge  is  ready  to  be  produced  to  you.  Thus 
your  k)rdahlp8  will  have  the  goodness  to  consult  your  lordships  will  easily  separate  historical 
the  strength,  which,  firom  late  indisposition,  illustration  fitxn  criminal  opening.  For  in* 
begins  almost  to  &il  me.  And  if  yon  think  the  stance,  if  I  stated  yesterday  to  your  lordships, 
explanation  is  not  time  lost  in  this  new  world,  as  I  did,  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  one  of 
and  in  this  new  business,  I  shall  venture  to  the  usurpmg  viceroys,  whose  usurpation  and 
sketch  out,  as  briefly,  and  with  as  much  pw-  whose  vices  led  the  way  to  the  destruction  of 
spicuity  as  I  can  give  them,  the  leading  events  his  country,  and  the  introduction  of  a  foreign 
<^  that  obscure  and  perplexed  period,  whidi  power— I  do  not  mean  to  charge  Mr.  Hastings 
intervened  between  the  British  settlement  in  with  any  part  of  that  guilt  What  bears  upon 
1757,  and  Mr.  Hastings's  government.  If  I  Mr.  Hastir.g8  i'f ,  his  having  avowedly  looked 
should  be  so  happy  as  to  succeed  in  that  at-  to  such  a  ty,taA  and  such  a  usurper,  as  his 
tempt,yoarlordship8'minds  will  be  prepared  for  model,  and  foUowed  that  pernicious  examplo 
bearing  this  cause.  Then,  your  lordships  will  with  a  servile  fidelity, 
have  a  clear  view  of  the  origin  and  nature  of  When  I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  open  to 
the  abases,  which  prevailed  in  that  government  your  lordships  any  thing  abusive,  or  leadui^  to 
before  Mr.  Hastings  obtabed  his  greatest  abase,  fivm  defects  or  erroan  in  the  constttu- 
power,  and  since  that  time ;  and  then  we  shall  tion  of  the  company's  service— >!  did  not  mean 
be  able  to  enter  fully  and  explicitly  into  the  n»-  to  criminate  Mr.  Hastings  on  any  part  of  those 
ture  of  the  cause ;  and  I  should  hope,  that  it  defects  and  errouis.  I  state  them  *  lo  d»W| 
Vol.  hi.— 20                                      0 
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Aat  h*  tof*  adfMkig*  «r  iIm  H|MifteUoH  pMw«,  mmow  ■nd  Monrity  to  ifae  Mtifw  of 

ef  tho  iiMtitutk»  to  let  in  hit  iboM  of  the  tlait  feied  end  hwaesed  ooanirj ;  i*e  sImmU 

pmr,  witk  vHiich  he  wu  tatiurted.    If,  br  have  been  ooferad  with  genuine  honour.    & 

anmber  inetenee,  I  have  eleled,  ihetb  gene^  would  have  beeo  a  beeutiM  end  aoble  epeo. 

ral  the  eemoe  of  the  India  compenj  wee  in-  lade  to  onokind. 

loffieieat  m  legal  pay  or  a■lolunMB^  and  afaon-  Indeed  eoneAiBg  might  have  been  aiperned 

dant  m  the  neew  of  illegtl  profit— I  do  not  of  the  kind,  when  a  new  dominion  emtnamd 

•tate  that  defect  m  owing  to  Mr.  Hutiaga.  from  a  leaned  and  enlightened  part  of  tha 

But  I  itate  it  a«  a  &ct,  to  ihow  in  wfaatman*  wnrid  in  the  moat  enti^tened  period  of  ita 

nor  and  on  whatpretenoea  he  did,  fruidulenUy,  eariatenca.    Still  more  mi^  it  have  be«i  e» 

oorruptij,  and  nr  the  porpoaee  of  hie  own  peeled,  when  that  dominion  waa  found  toiaana 

ambition,  take  advantage  of  that  defect;  and,  from  iheboaom  of  afiee  eounlry,  that  it  wonM 

under  colour  of  refermatioo,  make  an  illegal,  have  carried  with  it  the  foil  benefit  of  the  vital 

partial,  corrupt  rise  of  emolumentB  to  certain  principle  of  the  Britiah  liberty  andconatitntioB, 

fovoured  pcraona  without  regard  (o  the  intereeta  though  ita  municipal  forma  were  not  oonmm* 

ef  the  aervioe  at  huge:  incraoaing  rather  than  nioable,  or  at  leaat  the  advantage  of  ibe  Hbertjr 

laaaaiiiin  the  nwaaa  of  illicit  oanhnneDt,  as  and  apirit  of  the  Britiah  conatitution.     Had 

well  aa  loading  the  eompanj  with  many  heavy  thta  been  the  caae,  (alaa  !  it  waa  not,)  y«i 

and  niinoua  eipenaaa  in  avowed  aalariea  and  wodd  haveibeea  aaved  the  traubie  of  thia  day. 

iUowaneea.  It  might  have  been  expected  too,  that  in  that 

Having  requeated  yoor  kirdahipa  to  keep  in  eatigteened  atate  of  the  vroikl,  inflnenoed  by 

mind,  which  I  trust  yon  woaU  do,  even  wkh-  the  beat  religion,  and  from  a*i  improved  deN> 

out  my  taking  the  liberty  of  ai^geating  it  to  aoriptian  of  thai  jeat  religion  ;  I  mean  dm 

yoa, theee nnr imary diatfaictiana ;  I aha^  revert  Ghriatian  reformed  religion;  that  we  diooU 

to  the  period,  at  whidi  I  cloaed  yeaterday—  have  done  hcf(n«r  to  Europe,  to  lactera,  to  law% 

that  great  and  memorable  period,  which  haa  to  religion ;  icnt  honour  to  all  the  ciroona*^ 

remotely  given  ooeaaiaB  to  the  trial  of  thia  day.  atanoea,  of  whidi,  m  thia  uiland,  we  boaat  our* 

My  lerda,  to  obtain  empire  ia  common;  to  aelvea,  at  the  great  and  critical  moaeot  of  that 

gofora  it  weH  baa  been  rare  indeed.    To  ofaaa-  revolution. 

liaa  the  guilt  of  thoaef  who  have  bean  inatra-  My  lorda,  it  has  happened  othenviae.    It  ia 

meati  of  imperial  away  over  other  nationa,  by  now  left  for  ua  to  repair  our  former  oRomra. 

the  high  auperiatending  juatiee  of  the  aove»  Reaoming  the  hiatory  where  I  brake  off  yea* 

raign  atate,  haa  not  many  atrilnng  wcamplea  terday  by  your  indulgence  to  my  weakneaa.— 

among  any  people.     Hitherto  we  have  not  Surajah  Dowla  waa  the  adopted  grandaon  of 

foniidhed  our  contingent   to  the   reoorda  of  Ally  VerdyCawn,  a  cruel  and  ferocioua  tyrant; 

honour.    We  have  been  oonfomided  with  the  the  manner  of  whoae  acquisition  of  power  I 

herd  of  oonqoeroura.    Our  dominion  haa  been  have  already  atated.    He  came  too  young  and 

avulgarthiag.    But  we  begin  to  emerge ;  and  unexperienced  to  that  throne  of  uaurpation.    It 

I  ho^,  that  a  aevere  inapeotion  of  oorsehrea,  waa  a  uaurpation  yet  green  in  the  country,  and 

a  purification  of  our  own  oflfencea,  a  hiatratioo  the  country  felt  uneaay  under  it.    It  had  not 

of  the  exorbilancea  of  our  own  power  is  a  the  advantage  ofthatpreacriptiveuaage,  that  ua* 

glory  raaerved  to  thia  tinm,  to  thia  nation,  and  vetetate  habit,  that  traditionary  opinion,  whic^ 

to  thia  auguat  tribunal.  a  k»g  continuance  of  any  ayatem  of  govern* 

The  year  1766  ia  a  memorable  era  in  the  ment  aeeorea  to  it.    The  only  real  aecurity, 

hiatory  of  the  world— it   introduced  anew  which  Surajah  Dowla's  government  could  po»> 

nation  from  the  raaaotaat  verge  of  the  weatem  aem,  waa  the  aecurity  of  an  army.    But  dm 

worid,  with  new  manners,  new  cuatoma,  new  great  aim  (>f  thia  prince,  and  his  predeceaaoi, 

inatituttona,  new  opiniona,  new  lawa,  into  the  waa  to  auppiy  the  weaknem  of  his  govemmeal 

heart  of  Aaia*  by  the  atrengtb  of  his  purse ;  he  therefore  amaa* 

My  lords,  if  ia  that  part  of  Aaia,  whoae  aed  treaaurea  by  all  ways  and  on  all  hands, 

native  regular  government  waa  then  broken  But,  as  the  Indian  princes,  in  general,  are  as 

up ;  if,  at  the  moment  when  it  had  iaUen  into  unwisely  tenacious  of  their  treasure,  aa  they 

darkneaa  and  oonfiiaion  from  haviag  become  the  are  rapacioua  in  gettii^  it ;  the  more  maney 

prey  and  almoat  the  aport  of  the  ambitkm  of  he  amaaaed,  the  more  he  felt  the  efieets  of 

ita  homehom  grandeea ;  if,  in  that  gloomy  aea-  poverty.    The  consequence  was,  that  their 

■on,  a  star  had  riaen   from  the   weat,  thai  armies  were  unpaid,  and  being  unpaid  or  irro- 

wodd  prognoaticate  a  better  generation,  and  gularly  paid,  were  undisciplined,  disorderly, 

wouU  shed  down  tha  aweet  infliiencat  of  order,  un&ithf«il«    In  thia  aituatioD,  a  young  prince^ 
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man  m  iIm  «|ip<iMiiMiw»  thu  •»•  kM  vwwtifrd  bf  okNurkjr.    Tum^  in  tht 

WMOMg  into  the  radity  oT  things*  undertook  trigin  of  mool  fovornmeatt,  haa  thrown  thk 

(from  motiw,  wfakh  the  Honoo  of  Coomonn  in^atMwtM  veil  «f  er  thmn  \  pcudonoe  and  diih 

wiihaH  (heir  indosny  to  diaoofer  the  eireen^  cntkm nmhe  ii  eacenary  to  tfirow  aomething 

Haneea  have  found  k  diCcuIt  le  nuke  out)  to  of  (he  aame  drapery  orer  nwre  racent  foun* 

Utaek  a  litUe  BoiaeraUe  trading  fort,  thai  we  datiem ;  in  whidi  otherwiae  the  fortunOi  the 

had  ereeied  ai  Calcuttn.    He  anoceeded  in  geniua,  the  talenia,  and  military  Tirtue  of  thia 

that  nitenipt,  oniy  beeaiaw  anoeeai  in  that  nation  never  ■hone  nwre  conapicuouaiy.    But, 


tttempc  wae  eaay.    A  doee  imprieonment  o£  whatever  neeeaiity  might  hide,  or  eaeuae, 

*e  whole  eettlement  Mlewed;  not  owing>  I  pnfliale  in  the  acqiriaitkB  of  power,  a 

'  halieve,  to  the  direet  will  of  the  prinoe,  but,  naftinn,  whan  ii  haa  onee  made  a  revohition 

what  will  alwaya  happen  when  the  will  of  the  upon  ila  own  prineiplea,  and  fin-  ita  own  «ndai 

prince  ia  hat  too  much  the  law,  to  a  groaaabuaa  ieBiath(«e.    TheSrrtelaptoompiveiarevolii* 

of  hia  power  hy  hie  lewertaennuita;  by  which  tien,  by  which  power  ia  oonferred ;  (he  nesi  is 

ISO  or  more  of  our  ooontr3mMii  perished  mia^  good  bws,  good  ordons,  good  insUtuiiom,  te 

inMy  in  adungeoa  by  a  iate  teotragiaal  forme  give  ihnt  power  atnbility.    I  am  eorry  to  aayi 

lobe  deaireua  to  relale,  and  toe  well  known  to  that  die  roremeofthinpolieywaa  the  principle^ 

iMnd  in  naed  of  it.  on  which  the  gentleamn  in  India  acted.   It  wan 

At  the  time  dint  this  event  happened,  thare  amh  aa  tended  t»  auke  the  new  geeenmem 

waa  at  the  aame  time  neonoorrance  of  other  as  nnsiahte  aa  dm  eki    By  the  vast  earns  of 

events,  which,  from  this  partial  and  nMmentaiy  aaoney  nsfmred  by  indisiduals  upon  tUa  oc- 

ifonkanm,  displayed  the  atranglh  ef  Gteaft  cnsian,  by  the  innnwis  sudden  prodigies  of 

Britain  in  Asia.    For  aosM  yean  befors,  *e  fortune^l  waa  diaeaeoied,  thai  a  revolution 

French  and  BngUah  tnxipa  began,  oatha  ooaaC  in  Bengal  waa  n  snine  much  more  eaaily  woih- 

ofCoromaadel,  to  exhibit  the  power,  force,  and  ad,  and  infinitely  mora  prodnctive,  than  the 

eAcacy  of  European  discipline^    As  we  daily  amnee  of  Poloai  and  MeBcn.    It  waa  fevaid, 

feoked  for  a  war  widi  France,  oar  aattlements  that  the  wwk  was  mt  only  very  hKratira,  bm 

on  that  ceaatweramaome  degree  armed.  Lord  not  at  all  diAoult.    When  Glive  forded  n  deep 

Fifot,  then  governonr  of  Madras^ — ^LordPigot,  ewter  upon  an  onknown  bottom,  he  left  a  bridge 

the  preserver,  and  the  victim  of  the  British  for  hie  nittMBUii,  over  which  the  Inme-ooidd 

dbminiM  in  Asia,— -detnebed  such  of  theoom-  hobble,  and  the  UM  might  grope  tkeir  way* 

pan/s  force  as  oouM  be  coUeeted  and  aparad,  Thera  waa  not  at  ihattane  a  knot  of  clerks  in 

and  aneh  of  bis  majesty's  ships  as  wereonthat  aoountio^hoaso;  there  waa  not  a  captain  of  a 

station,  to  the  assistance  ef  Celcutta.    And,  band  ef  ragged  lopaaMia,  the;!  looked  for  any 

to  hasten  this  history  te  iti  Cfmchnion,— the  thing  lea  than  the  deposition  of  soubaha,  and 

daring  and  commanding  genius  of  Clive^—  thesaleof  kingdoeak   Aceoidin^y,  thin  revo- 

the  patient  and  firm  ability  of  Watson,— the  lution,  which  ou^i  to  have  precluded  other 

treachery  <^  Meer  JaAer, — and  the  battle  of  Nvehitiena,  unfortunately  became  fitntfiil  oC 

Raasey,  gave  us  at  onoe  the  patronage  of  a  them ;  and  when  LordC^ive  raturned  to  Eu» 

kingdom,  and  the  command  of  all  ita  treasuren.  rape  te  eiqoy  his  fome  and  fortune  in  Us  own 

Vf  e  negotiated  with  Mser  Jaffier  for  the  vice*  country,  there  aroae another  ikm-riptinn  of men» 

royal  throne  of  his  master.    On  that  throne  who  thought,  that  a  revolution  m^t  be  nmde 

weseatedhim.    And  we  obtained, on  our  part,  upon  his  revdotion ;  and  aa  IncratiTe  to  them 

immemesnmsofnMney.  We  obtained  a  million  as  his  was  to  the  first  projealon.    Scaioely 

iterling  for  the  company ;  upwards  of  a  million  waa  Meer  JaAer,  Loid  GUve's  nabob,  aeated 

for  individuals :  in  the  whole,  a  sum  of  abont  on  his  oMMnud,  than  they  imaMdiately,  or  in  a 

two  millions  two  hundred  and  thirty  Utousand  short  tiaie,  prcjectsd  anether  revolution— a  re* 

pounds  for  various  purposes  from  the  prince,  volution,  which  was  to  unsettle  all  the  fonner 

whom  we  had  set  i^.    We  obtained  too  the  had  settled— a  ravolutkn  to  make  way  for  new 

town  of  Calcutta,  mora  completely  than  we  had  distmbancee,  ant  new  wara ;  and  ediich  led  to 


befora  poarassed  it,  and  the  twenty>four  die-     that  long  chain  eg  peeuiation,  which  ever  ainee 
trictt  adjoining.     Thia  waa  the  firat  small    has  afflicted  and  oppraoaed  Bengal. 


seminal  principle  of  the  immenae  tenriterini  If  ever  there  wmsn  time^  when  Bengal  shouU 

aeqoisttioai  we  have  since  made  m  India.  have  bad  raapite  fiem  internal  ravolutienn,  it 

Many  circuimtanoes  of  this  scquiiition  I  waa  this.     The  governour,  fivced  upon  the 

pnssby.    Thera  is  a  sacred  raH  to  be  drawn  nacivee,  was  now  upen>  the  thrsns..    All  the 

over  the  beginnings  of  all  governments.    Oura,  gtnt  knde  of  Uw  coantfy,  both  GentAs  and 

Id  India,  had  an  origin  like  those,  wUefa  time  Mihnmstaiw,  wwe  wieasy,  diseasleted)  aad 
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dwobedieot ;  and  Mme  •ibaoliitely  in  amn,  und  mtaded  ihe  EngUah  iarett  imdor  tho 
refiiaiog  to  recognize  the  prince  we  had  set  up.'  ment  of  Calcutta.  Mr.  Hoi  well  was  in  tho 
An  iouninent  invasion  of  the  Mahrattas,  an  temporary  poaseaaion  of  the  presidency.  Mr. 
actaal  invasion  headed  by  the  son  of  the  Mogul,  Vansittart  was  hourly  ex|iGcted  to  auporaeda 
the  revenues  on  account  of  the  late  shock  very  him.  Mr.  Warren  Hastings,  a  young  gentle- 
ill  collected,  even  whore  the  country  waa  in  man  aboui  twenty-seven  yeaca  of  age,  was  re- 
some  apparent  quiet,  an  hungry  treasury  at  sident  for  the  company  at  tiie  durbar,  or  oourty 
Calcutta,  an  ompty  treasury  at  Moorsheda-  of  Meer  Jaffier,  our  new  created  n^>ob  oC 
bad, — t^ery  thing  demanded  tranquillity,  and  Bengal,  allied  to  this  country  by  the  most  so- 
with  it  order  and  oBConomy.  In  this  situation  lemn  treaties,  that  can  bind  men ;  for  which 
it  was  resolved  to  make  a  new  and  entirely  treaties  he  had  paid,  and  was  then  paybg, 
iMTcenary  revolution  ;  and  to  aet  up  to  sale  immense  sums  of  money.  Mr.  Wairea 
Che  government,  secured  to  its  present  posses-  Hastings  was  the  pledge  in  his  hands  for  the 
sour  by  every  tie  of  public  faith,  and  every  honour  of  the  British  nation,  and  their  fidelity 
sacred  obligation,  which  could  bind  or  influence  to  their  engagements. 

mankind.  This  second  revolution  forms  that  In  this  situation  Mr.  Holwell,  whom  the 
period  in  the  Bengal  history,  which  had  the  terrible  example  of  the  black  hole  at  Caknitta 
most  direct  influence  upon  all  the  subsequent  had  not  cured  of  ambition,  thought  an  hour  was 
transactions.  It  introduces  some  of  the  persons,  not  to  be  lost  in  accomplishing  a  revolution, 
who  were  moat  active  in  the  succeeding  scenes,  and  selling  the  reigning  nabob, 
and  from  that  time  to  this  has  given  its  tone  and  My  lords,  there  was  in  the  house  of  Meer 
character  to  the  Britidi  affairs  and  govern-  Jaffier,  in  his  court,  and  in  his  family,  a  maa 
neat.  It  marks  and  specifies  the  origin  and  of  an  intriguing,  crafty,  subtle,  and  at  the  same 
true  principles  of  all  the  abuses,  which  Mr.  time  bold,  daring,  desperate,  bloody  and  £»- 
Hastings  was  afterwards  appomted  to  correct,  rocious  character,  called  Coasim  Ally  Cawn. 
and  which  the  Commom  diarge,  that  he  con-  He  was  the  son-in-law  <]£  Meer  Jaffier  ;  and 
tinned  and  aggiuvated — namely,  the  venal  d^  he  made  no  other  use  of  this  affinity,  than  to 
positions,  and  venal  exaltations  of  the  country  fiud  some  means  to  dethrone  and  to  murder 
powers, — the  taking  of  bribes  and  corrupt  him.  This  was  the  person,  in  whose  school 
presents  from  all  parties  in  those  changes ;  the  of  politics  Mr.  Hastings  made  his  first  stu- 
vitiating  and  maiming  the  company's  records;  dies,  and  whose  conduct  he  quotes  as  his  ex- 
the  suppression  of  public  correspondence ;  ample,  and  for  wliose  friends,  agents,  and  fa- 
corrupt  combinations  and  conspiracies ;  peiw  vourites,  he  has  always  shown  a  marked  pre- 
fidy  in  negotiation  established  into  princi-  dilection.  This  dangerous  man  was  not  long 
pie ;— acts  of  the  most  atrocious  wickedness  witliout  finding  persons,  who  observed  his  ta^ 
justified  upon  purity  of  intention  ;  mode-trials  lents  with  admiration,  and  who  thought  fit  ta 
and  collusive  acquittals  among  the  parties  in  employ  him. 

common  guilt,— and  in  the  end,  the  court  of        Thu  council  at  Calcutta  was  divided  into 

directors  supporting  the  scandalous  breach  of  two  departments ;  one,  the  council  in  general, 

their  own  orders.    I  shall  state  the  particulars  the  other,  a  select  committee,  which  they  had 

of  this  second  revolution  more  at  large.  arxangcd  lor  the  belter  carrying  on  their  po- 

Soon  after  the  revolution,  which  had  seated  lilkhX  a/Fairs.    But  the  select  commiiteo  bad 

Meer  Jaffier  on  the  vice-royal  throne,  the  spirit  no  power  of  acting  wholly  without  the  council 

of  the  Mogul  empire  began,  as  it  were,  to  make  at  l^^rge,    at  least  finally  and  conclusively. 

one  faint  struggle,  b<^ore  it  finally  expired.  The   select  committee    tbou^t    otherwise. 

The  then  heir  to  that  throne,  escaping  from  Between  these  litigant  parties  for  power  I 

the  hands  of  those,  who  had  held  his  father  shall  not  determine  on  the  merits ;  thinking  of 

prisoner,  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  se-  nothing  but  the  use,  that  was  made  of  the 

veralchieft,  collected  under  the  standard  of  his  power,   to    whomsoever  it  belonged.     This 

house,  and  appeared  in  force  on  the  frontiers  secret  committee  then,  without  communicating 

of  the  |N-ovioce5  of  Bengal  and  Baitar,  upon  with  the  rest  of  the  council,  formed  the  puui 

both  which  he  made  some  impression.    This  for  a  second  revolution.    But  the  concurrence 

alarmed  the  new   powers,  the  nabob  Meer  of  Major  Calliaud,  who  commanded  the  Bri- 

Jaffier,  and  tho  presidency  of  Calcutta;  and  as  tish  troops,  was  essential  to  t^ie  purpose,  as 

in  a  common  cause,  and  by  the  terms  of  their  it  could  not  be  accomplished  without  fon  c. 

mutual  alliance,  they  took  the  field  against  him.  Mr.  Hastiog's  assistance  was  necessary,  as  it 

The  nabob's  eldest  son,  and  heir-apparent,  GouM  not  be  accomplished  without  treacliery. 
commanded  in  chief.     Major  Calliaud  com-         These  are  the  parties  concerned  in  the  in* 
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tended  reroIntioD.  Mr.  Holvvetl,  who  con-  because,  as  I  do  not  produce  any  part  of  this 
■idered  himself  in  possession  only  of  tempo-  series  for  the  gratification  of  historical  curi- 
imry  power,  was  urged  to  precipitate  the  osity,  the  contexture  is  necessary  to  demoi>- 
bosiness ;  for,  if  Mr.  Vaosittart  should  arrive  strate  to  your  lordships  the  spirit  of  our  Bengal 
beibre  his  plot  could  be  finally  put  into  execu-  politics,  and  the  necessity  of  some  other  sort 
tkm,  he  would  have  all  the  leading  advantages  of  judicial  inquires  than  those,  which  that  go- 
of it,  and  Mr.  Holwell  would  be  considered  remment  institute  for  themselves.  The  trans- 
only  as  a  secondary  instrument.  But  whilst  action  so  manifestly  marks  the  character  of 
Mr.  Holwell,  who  originally  conceived  this  the  whole  proceeding,  that  I  hope  I  shall  not 
plot,  urged  forward  the  execution  of  it,  in  order  be  blamed  for  suspending  for  a  moment  the 
chat  the  chief  share  of  the  profits  might  foil  to  narrative  of  the  steps  taken  towards  the  revo> 
him,  the  Major,  and  possibly  the  resident,  held  lotion,  that  you  may  see  the  whole  of  this  epi* 
bade,  till  they  might  receive  the  sanction  of  the  sode  together ;  that  by  it  you  may  judge  of  the 
pennanent  govemour,  who  was  hourly  expected,  causes,  which  led  progressively  to  (he  state,  in 
with  whom  one  of  them  was  connected,  and  which  the  company's  afiairs  stood,  when  Mr. 
ivho  was  to  carry  with  him  the  whole  weight  Hastings  was  sent  for  the  express  purpose  of 
of  the  authority  of  this  kingdom.    This  di&  reforming  it. 

ference  produced  discussions.      HolwsU  en-  The  business  I  am  going  to  enter  into  ii 

deavoured  by  his  correspondence  to  stimulate  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  story  of 

Calliaud  to  this  enterprise,  which,  without  the  three  seals :  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  ap> 

him,  couU  not  be  undertaken  at  all.     But  pendix,  No.  10,  to  the  first  report  of  tiie  state 

Major  Calliaud  had  different  views.    Ho  c<hi-  and  condition  of  the  East-India  Company, 

corred  inwardly,  as  he  tells  us  himself,  in  all  made  in  177S.    The  word  report,  my  lords,  is 

die  principles  of  this  mtended  revolution,  in  sometimes  a  little  equivocal ;  and  may  sig- 

the  propriety  and  neceMity  of  it.  He  only  wish-  nify  sometimes,  not  what  is  made  known,  but 

ed  delay.    But  he  gave  such  powerful,  solid,  what  remains  in  obscurity ;  the  detail  and  evi- 

and  satisfactory  reasons,  not  against  the  delay,  dence  of  many  facts,  referred  to  in  the  report, 

bat  the  yery  merits  of  the  design  itself,  expo»-  being    usually  thrown   into    the    ^pendix. 

Ing  the  injustice,  and  the  danger  of  it,  and  the  Many  people,  and  I  among  the  rest,  (I  take 

impossibility  of  mending  by  it  their  condition  shame  to  myself  for  it,)  may  not  have  fully  ex- 

m  any  respect,  as  roust  have  damned  it  in  the  amined  that  appendix.    I  was  not  a  member 

mind  of  all  rational  men.    At  least  it  ought  to  of  either  of  the  India  committees  of  177S.    It 

hare  damned  it  for  ever  in  his  own.    But  you  is  not,  indeed,  till  vrithin  this  year,  that  I  havo 

will  see,  that  Holwell  persevered  in  his  plan ;  been  thoroughly  acquainted  with  that  memo 

and  that  Major  Calliaud  thought  two  things  rable  history  of  the  three  seals. 

necemary :  ftrst,  not  wholly  to  destroy  the  The  history  is  this  :  in  the  year  1760,  the 

oeheme,  which  be  tells  us  ho  always  approv*  allies  were  in  the  course  of  operations  against 

ed ;  but  to  postpone  the  execution ;  and,  in  the  the  son  of  the  Mogul,  now  the  present  Mogul, 

mean  time,  to  delude  the  nabob  by  the  most  who,  as  I  have  lUready  stated,  had  made  aa 

ilnmg,  direct,  and  sanguine   assurances   of  irruption  into  the  kingdom  of  Bahar,  in  order  to 

friendship  and  protection,  that  it  was  possible  reduce  the  lower  pirovincos  to  his  obedience. 

to  give  to  man.  The  parties  opposing  him  were  the  nabob  of 

Whibt  the  projected  revolution  stood  sus-  Bengal,  and  the  company's  troops  under  Major 

pended ;  whilst  Mr.  Holwell  urged  it  forward,  Calliaud.  It  was  whilst  they  faced  the  common 

■ad  Mr.  Vansittart  was  expected  every  day  enemy  as  one  body,  this  negotiation  for  the  de- 

to  give  it  effect ;  whilst  Major  Calliaud  with  struction  of  the  nabob  of  Bengal  by  his  fitithfiil 

diis  design  of  ruining  the  nabob  lodged  in  his  allies  of  the  company  was  going  oo  with  dili- 

breast,  suspended  in  execution,  and  condemn-  gence.  At  that  time,  the  nabob's  s<»i,  Meeran, 

ed  in  principle,  kept  the  fairest  face,  tmd  the  a  youth  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  bold,  vigorous, 

most  confidential  interviews  with  tltat  nnfortu-  active ;  full  of  the  politics,  in  which  those,  who 

nate  prince  and  his  son — as  the  opcralicffis  of  are  versed  in  usurpation,  are  never  wanting ; 

the  campaign  relaxed ,  the  army  drew  near  to  commanded  the  army  under  his  &ther ;  but 

Moorahedabad  the  capital — ^when  a  truly  ex-  was,  in  reality,  the   efficient  person  in  all 

traordinary  scene  happened,  such  I  am  sure  things.    About  the  fifteenth  of  Aoril  1790,  as 

die  English  annals  before  thai  time  had  fui^  I  have  it  from  Major  Calliaud^s  letter  of  that 

nishad  no  example  of,  nor  will  I  trustin  fiiture.  date,  the  nabob  came  into  his  tent ;  and,  with 

I  riian  state  it  as  one  piece  from  beginning  to  looks  of  the  utmost  embarrassment,  big  with 

and— TCMiving  the  ereola,  which  interrened;  tome  deftign,  which  tweOed  his  boioin,  some- 
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thing,  that  was  too  large  and  bordeoMnM  to  fcrming  him,  that  an  avmrance  ior  tfie  prinee^ 

eonceaI|  and  yet  too  critical  to  be  told,  appear-  niety ,  could  not  be  given  by  him,  tmtil  he  had 

ed  to  be  in  a  stale  of  great  dtstraciion.    The  consulted  Mr.  Holwell,  who  was  gtyrcmoitr, 

Major,  seeing  him  in  this  condition,  kindly,  and  his  superiour.    This  conrcrsatioa  passed 

gently,  like  a  fast  and  sure  friend,  employed  in  (he  morning.    On  that  very  morning,  and 

(to  use  his  own  expression)  some  of  thou  aau-  whilst  tlio  transaction  was  hot,  Major  Oa^ 

raneeSf  thai  tend  to  make  men  fvMy  open  thdr  liaud  twites  to  Mr.  Uolwell  an  accoant  of  it. 

Aeor^  ;  and  accordingly,  (brtified  by  his  assu-  In  his  letter  he  informs  him,  that  he  made  an 

ranees,  and  willing  to  disburden  himself  of  inquiry,  without  stating  from  \<iiom,  bat  that 

the  secret,  that  oppressed  him,  ho  opens  his  he  did  iaqnire,  the  probability  of  the  nabob'a 

heart  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his  new  getting  possession  of  the  prince  from  some 

friends,  allies,  and  protectors.    The  nabob,  persons,  who  assured  him,  that  there  was  no 

thus  assured,  did  open  himseM^  and  inibrmed  probability  of  the  princess  intention  to  ddirer 

Major  Calliaud,  that  he  had  jnst  received  a  himself  to  the  nabob  on  any  terms.    Be  thai 

message  from  the  prince,  ot  his  principal  mi-  as  it  may,  it  is  impoasibie  not  to  remaik,  that 

nister,  informing  him,  thaA  the  Prince  Royal,  the  w^ole  transaction  of  the  nnniing  oTthie  IM 

now  the  Mogul,  had  an  intention(as  indeed  he  of  April  was  not  very  discouraging  to  the  na> 

rationally  might,  supposing,  that  we  were  as  bob  ;  not  such  as  would  indvee  him  to  cm^ 

well  disposed  to  him  as  we  showed  ourselves  sider  this  most  detestaUa  of  all  projects  as  a 

afterwards)  to  surrender  himself  into  the  hands  thing  utterly  unfeaaiUe,  and  as  such  to  afaao- 

of  him,  the   nabob ;  but  at  the  same  time  don  it.    The  evening  came  on  without  any 

wished,  as  a  guaramee,  thai  the  commander-  thing  to  alter  his  opinion.    Maior  Cafliaud 

in-chief  of  the  English  forces  shoidd  give  him  that  evening  came  to  the  nabob's  tent  to  ai^ 

security  for  his  life  and  his  honour,  when  he  mnge  some  matters  relative  to  the  approad^ 

should  in  that  manner  surrender  himself  to  the  ing  campaign.    The  business  aeon  enM  with 

nabob.    I  do  not  mean,  my  brds,  by  sutren-  regard  to  the  campaign  ;  but  the  proposal  if 

dering,  that  it  was  supposed  he  intended  to  the  morning  to  Major  Calliaod,  as  might  ba 

surrender  himself  prisoner  of  war  ;  but  as  a  expected  to  happen,  was  in  effxst  renewed. 

■overeign,dubioosofthefidelityof  those  about  Indeed  the  fonn  was  a  little  difiereat;  bit 

him,  would  put  himself  into  the  hands  of  his  the  substantial  part  remained  the  same.    Yov 

faithful  subjects,  of  those,  who  claimed  to  do-  lordships  will  see  what  these  alterations  wem 

rive  all  their  power,  as  both  we  and  the  nabob  In  the  evening  scene  the  persons  wore  aonra 

did,  under  his  authority.    The  nabob  stated  numerous.     On  the  part  of  the  ooatpany, 

to  the  Kn^ish  general,  that,  without  this  Eng-  Major  Calliaud,  Mr.  Luahington,  Mr.  Knos, 

lish  security,  the  prince  wouU  not  deliver  and  the  ambassadour  at  the  nabob's  court, 

hiroselfinto  his  hands.    Here  he  confessed  he  Mr.  Warren  Hastings.    On  ihepartof  tfaa 

Ibund  a  difficulty.    For  the  giving  this  fiiith,  if  Moorish  government,  the  nabob  bin»elf,  bis 

it  were  kept,  would  defoat  his  ultimate  view,  son  Meoraa,  a  Persian  secretary,  and  the  na* 

which  was,  when  the  prince  had  delivered  bob*s  head  spy,  an  officer  well  loiown  in  that 

himself  into  his  hands,  in  plain  terms  to  mur^  part  of  the  world,  and  alt  some  raMt.    These 

der  him.    This  grand  act  could  not  be  accom-  were  the  persons  of  the  drama  in  the  avening 

plivhed  without  the  English  geoeraL    In  the  scene.    The  nabob  and  his  son  did  not  watt 

first  place,  tlie  prince,  without  the  English  se«  for  the  prinoe*B  committing  himself  to  fh^r 

curity,  would  not  deliver  himself  into  the  ua-  fiTith,  vriiich,  it  aeema,  MajorCalliand  did  not 

bob's  hands :  and  afterwards,  without  the  Eog-  think  likely  to  happen :  ao  that  one  act  of  treaeb* 

lish  conourrence,  be  could  not  be  murdered,  ery  is  saved ;  but  another  opened  of  as  eortra- 

These  were  difficulties,  that  pressed  upon  the  ordinary  a  nature.    Intent  and  eager  on  tha 

mind  of  the  nabob.  execution,  and  the  more  certain,  of  their  d^ 

The  English  commander  heard  this  asto-  sign,  they  accepted  the  plan  ofa  wicked  wretch, 

nishing  proposition  without  any  apparent  emo-  principal  servant  of  tlie  then  priaao  minister  to 

tioo.    Being  a  man  habiuiatod  to  great  afiairs,  the  Mogul,  or  themselves  suggested  it  to  him. 

versed  ia  revolutions,  and  with  a  mind  forti-  A  person  called  oonery,  dewan  or  principal 

fied  against  exiraordWry  eventa,  he  heard  it,  steward  to  Camgar  Khia,  a  great  chief  in  tha 

and  answered  it  without  showing  any  signs  service  of  the  shUh  xadda  or  princo,  (now  the 

of  abhorrence  or  detestation ;  at  the  same  lime  Great  Mogul,  the  sovereign,  under  whom  the 

with  a  protestation,  that  lie  wouM  indeed  serve  company  hoUs  their  charter,)  had,  it  aeonii, 

him,  the  nabob,  but  it  should  be  upon  such  made  a  proposal  to  the  n^x^b,  that,  if  a  oaoai- 

Isrms  as  honour  and  justice  could  support ;  in-  darable  territorji  then  held  h?  his  malar,  mu 
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lo  hki,  and  a  reward  of  a  lack  of  n^  in  flfiect,  to  tha  parCiai  iii  the  tiuMactioo. 
paea,  tan  or  twelve  tbousand  pounds,  secured  to  Without  a  prosecutor,  without  aa  impartial 
kiaft,  he  would  for  that  eonsidcration,  deliver  the  director  of  the  inquiry,  they  left  it  aubstantiatty 
prince,  the  eldest  sonof  the  Mogul,  alive  into  to  those  persoos  to  try  ono  another  for  their 
the  handa  of  the  nabob;  or,  if  that  could  not  be  eomnxm  acts.  Hera  I  couie  upon  the  prinei- 
efieded,  be  engaged  to  murder  him  for  tlie  pU,  which  I  wish  most  strongly  to  mark  to 
same  reward.  SUA  aa  the  assassin  could  not  your  lordships ;  I  mean  collusive  trials,  and 
rely  on  the  nabob  and  hia  son  for  his  reward  collusive  acquittals.  When  this  matter  cune 
for  this  BMritorious  action,  and  thought  better  to  be  examined,  according  to  the  orders  of  iho 
ef.English  boooura&d  fidelity  in  such  delicate  court,  which  was  on  the  4lh  of  October  170S, 
cases,  he  required,  that  Major  Calliaud  should  the  council  consisted  of  Peter  Maguire,  War- 
set  his  aeal  to  the  agreement.  Tliis  proposi-  ren  Hastings,  and  Hugh  Watts.  Mr.  Hi^^jnga 
tion  was  made  to  an  English  commander  {  bad  by  this  time  accomplished  the  business  of 
what  discourse  happened  upon  it  is  uncertain,  tesident  with  the  nabob,  and  had  taken  hia 
Mr.  Hastings  is  staled  by  some  evidence  to  seat,  to  which  his  seniority  entitled  him,  ia 
kave  acted  aa  interpreter  in  this  memorable  council.  Here  a  difficulty  arose  m  Umma^ 
oongress.  But  Major  Calliaud  agreed  to  it  Mr.  Hastings  was  represented  to  have  acted 
withoot  any  difficulty.  Accoitiingty  an  in-  as  interpreter  in  this  business;  he  was  there* 
atraraent  was  drawn,  an  indenture  tripartite  fore  himself  an  ol>ject  of  the  inquisition ;  ha 
prsparad  by  the  Persian  secretary,  securing  to  was  doubtful  as  evidence;  ha  was  disqualified 
the  party  the  reward  of  this  infamoua,,perfidi-  as  a  judge.  It  likewise  appeared,  that  there 
oea,  asurderoiis  aoL  First,  the  nabob  put  his  might  be  some  objection  to  others,  whose  evH 
•wn  seal  to  the  murder.  The  nabob's  son,  dance  was  wanting,  but  who  were  themselves 
Hfeeran,  affixed  kit  aeal.  A  third  seal,  the  concerned  in  the  guilt.  Mr.  Lushington'a 
most  important  of  all,  was  yet  wanting.  A  evidence  would  be  useful,  but  there  were  two 
panae  ensued ;  Major  CaUiaud*s  seal  was  not  circumstancea  rather  unlucky.  Firat,  he  had 
at  hand;  but  Mr.  Lushington  was  sent  near  put  the  seal  to  the  instrument  of  murder ;  and 
half  a  mite  to  bring  it.  It  waa  brought  at  secondly,  and  what  was  txnoat  material,  ha 
length;  and  the  instrument  of  blood  and  tre^  had  made  an  affidavit  at  Patna,  whilst  the 
ch«y  was  oompleiely  esecuted.  Three  seals  affair  was  green  and  recent,  that  be  bad  done 
were  set  to  U.  so ;  and  in  the  same  affidavit  had  deposed; 
This  buaiaeas  of  the  three  seals,  by  some  that  Warren  Hastings  was  interpreter  in  that 
meaaa  not  quite  fuUy  explained,  (as  suspeo-  transaction.  Here  were  difficulties  both  on 
lad  by  the  parties,)  by  meana  of  the  inforAap  him  and  Mr.  Hastings.  The  question  was, 
tion  of  Mr  Hdwell,  who  soon  after  came  home^  how  to  get  lyir.  Hastings,  the  interpreter,  out 
was  conveyed  to  the  ears  of  the  court  of  direo>  of  his  interpretation,  and  to  put  him  upon  the 
tors.  The  court  of  directors  wrote  out,  u»>  seat  of  judgment.  It  was  eiSected,  however, 
der  date  of  the  7th  of  October  1761,  within  and  the  manner,  in  which  it  was  effected,  waa 
a  little  more  than  a  year  after  this  extraordi-  something  curious.  Mr.  Lushington,  who  by 
nary  transaction,  to  this  effect : — that,  in  coo-  this  time  was  got  completely  over,  himself  tells 
jimetioa  with  the  nabob,  Major  Calliaud  had  you,  that  in  conferences  with  Major  Calliaud, 
signed  a  paper,  offering  a  reward  of  a  lack  of  and  by  arguments  and  reasons  by  him  deil- 
fupeea,  or  some  such  sum,  to  several  black  vered,he  was  persuaded  to  unsay  his  swearing, 
persons  for  the  stsmtinatiffn  of  the  sh&h  zadda,  and  to  declare,  that  he  believed,  that  the  affi- 
or  prince  heir  apparent ;  which  paper  was  o^  davit,  which  he  made  at  Patna,  and  while 
fored  to  the  then  chief  of  Patna,  to  sign ;  the  transaction  was  recent,  or  nearly  recent, 
but  which  he  refused  on  account  of  the  infiuny  must  be  a  mistake ;  that  he  bdUned  (what  is 
oUhe  measure.  As  it  i^ipeared  in  the  same  unazing  indeed  for  any  belief)  that  not  Mr. 
hght  to  them,  the  directors,  they  ordered  a  Hastings,  but  he  himself,  interpreted.  Mr. 
strict  inquiry  into  it.  The  India  company,  Lushington  completely  loses  his  own  memory, 
who  here  did  their  duty  with  apparent  inanli-  and  he  accepts  an  offered,  a  given  memory,  a 
oess  and  vigour,  were  rssolved,  however,  to  do  memory  supplied  to  him  by  a  party  in  the  tran- 
it  with  gentleneas,  and  to  proceed  in  a  manner,  aaction.  By  this  operation  all  difficulties  are 
that  eouU  aot  produce  any  serious  mischief  to  removed ;  Mr.  Hastings  is  at  once  put  into  the 
the  parties  charged ;  for  they  directed  the  capacity  of  a  judge.  Ho  is  declared  by  Mr. 
oonmiiaBion  of  inquiry  to  the  vwy  clan  and  oet  Lushington  not  to  have  been  an  interpreter  in 
of  people,  who,  from  a  participation  in  their  the  transaction.  AAer  this,  Mr.  Hastings  is 
1  ofieaaea,  stood  ia  awe  of  one  another ;  himself  examined.    Your  lordships  will  lo^  at 
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tiM  truMctaoD  at  yoat  leiwra,  and  I  think  peared  to  him  good  mough  to  mho  a  trial  of. 

you  will  consider  it  as  a  pattmrn  for  iiaiuiri«s  but  at  the  aame  time  be  was  afraid  nothnag 

of  this  kind.    Mr.  Hastings  is  ezaminod:  ho  would  come  of  it.    In  general,  the  whole  gesl 

does  not  recollect.    His  memory  also  fails  on  of  bis  defence  comes  to  one  point,  in  which  be 

a  business,  in  which  it  is  not  easy  to  suppose  a  persists, — that,  whaterer  the  act  might  be,  his 

man  could  be  doubtful  whether  he  was  present  mind  is  clear — ^"  my  hands  are  guilty,  but  my 

or  not:  he  thinks  he  wos  not  there;  for  that,  heart  is  free."    He  oonceiTed,  that  it  would 

if  he  had  been  there  and  acted  as  interpreter,  be  very  improper,  undoubtedly,  to  do  such  an 

he  could  not  have  forgot  it.  act,  if  he  suspected  any  thing  oonki  happen 

I  think  it  is  preUy  nearly  as  I  state  it ;  if  [  from  it;  he,  however,  let  the  thing  out  of  his 

have  fallen  into  any  errour  or  inaccuracy  it  is  own  hands;  he  put  it  into  the  hands  of  othera; 

easily  rectified ;  for  here  is  the  state  of  the  he  put  the  commission  into  the  bands^  of  a 

transaction  given  by  the  parties  themselves,  murderer.    The  ftct  was  not  denied— it  was 

On  this  inaccurate  memory  of  Mr.  Hastings,  fully  before  these  severe  judges.    The  ezte- 

not  venturing,  however,  to  say  positively,  that  nuation  was  the  purity  of  his  heart,  and  the 

he  was  not  me  interpreter,  or  that  he  was  not  bad  situation  of  the  company's  affiiiirs,  (tba 

present,  he  is  discharged  firom  being  an  ao-  perpetual  plea,  which  your  lordships  will  hear 

complice;  he  is  removed  from  the  bar,  and  of  for  ever,  and  which  if  it  will  justify  evil  ao 

leaps  upon  the  seat  of  justice.    Tho  court  tions,  they  will  take  good  care,  that  the  most 

thus  completed.  Major  Calliaud  comes  man-  nefiu>ious  of  their  deeds  shall  never  want  asuf^ 

fully  forward  to  make  his  defence.    Mr.  Lush-  ficient  justiBcation.)    But  then  he  calls  upon 

ington  is  taken  off  his  back  in  the  manner  we  his  life  and  his  chancter  to  oppose  to  his  seal; 

have  sera,  and  no  one  person  remains  but  and  though  he  has  declared,  that  Mr.  HolweU 

Captain  Knox.     Now,  if  Captain  Knox  was  had  intended  iU  to  the  nabob,  and  that  he  a|V 

there  and  aaienting,  he  is  an  accomplice  loo.  proved  of  those  measures,  and  only  postponed 

Captain  Knox  asserts,  that,  at  the  consultation  them,  yet  he  thou^t  it  neceaaary,  he  says, 

about  the  murder,  ho  said,  it  was  a  pity  to  cirt  to  quiet  the  fears  of  tho  nabob ;  and  from  this 

off  so  fine  a  young  fellow  in  such  a  manner,  motive  he  did  an  act  abhorrent  to  his  nature, 

meaning  that  fine  young  felbw  the  pruice,  the  and  whicA,  he  says,  he  expressod  his  abhorr«acs 

descendant  of  Tamerlane,  the  present  rcigo*  of  the  morning  after  he  signed  it:  not  that  he 

ing  Mogul,  from  whom  the  company  derive  did  so ;  but  if  he  had,  I  believo  it  would  only 

their  present  charter.     The  purpose  to  be  have  made  tlie  thing  so  many  degrees  worse, 

served  by  this  declaration,  if  it  had  any  pur-  Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  in  this  con* 

pose,  was,  that  Captain  Knox  did  not  assent  feftnce,  as  stated  by  himself,  these  reasons 

to  the  murder,  and  that  therefore  his  evidence  and  apologies  for  it  did  not  appear,  nor  did 

might  be  valid.  they  appear  in  the  letter,  nor  any  whwe  else, 

The  defence  set  up  by  Major  Calliaud  was  till  next  year  when  he  came  upon  his  trial, 

to  this  effect.    He  was  apprdiensive,  he  said.  Then  it  was  immediately  recollected,  that  Mr. 

that  the  oabd>  was  alaimed  at  the  violoni  do-  Holwell*s  designs  were  so  wickod,  they  cer- 

signs,  that  were  formed  against  him  by  Mr.  tainly  must  be  known  to  the  nabob,  though  he 

Holwell ;  and  that  therefore  to  quiet  his  mind  never  mentioned  them  in  the  conference  of  the 
(to  quiet  it  by  a  proposilicm  compounded  of     morning  or  the  evening  of  the  16th ;  yet  such 

murder  and  treason,  an  odd  kind  of  mind  he  was  now  the  weight  ami  (Nvvalenee  of  them 

had,  that  was  to  be  quieted  by  such  means!)  upon  tho  Major's  mind,  that  be  calls  upon  Mr. 

but  to  quiet  his  mind,  and  toshow,  that  the  Eng-  Hastings  to  know  whether  tho  nabob  was  not 
lish  were  willing  to  go  all  lengths  with  him,  to     infbrmmi  of  these  designs  of  Mr.  HolweU 

sell  body  and  soul  to  him,  ho  did  put  his  seal  to  against  him.  Mr.  Hastings's  memory  was  not 

this  oxtraordinary  agreement,  ho  put  his  seal  quite  correct  upon  tlie  ooca8i<m.    He  does 

to  this  wonderful  paper.  He  likewise  slated,  not  recollect  any  thing  of  the  matter.  He  cor- 
that  he  was  of  opinion  at  the  time,  that  nothing  tainly  seems  not  to  think,  diat  he  ever  men- 
at  all  sinister  could  happen  firom  it,  that  no  tioncd  it  to  the  nabob,  or  the  nabob  to  him ; 
such  murder  was  likely  to  take  place,  whatever  but  he  does  recollect,  he  thinks,  speaking 
might  be  the  intention  of  the  pulies.  In  fact,  something  to  some  of  the  nabob's  attendants 
he  had  very  luckily  said,  in  a  letter  of  his  upon  it,  and  further  this  deponent  sayeth  not 
written  a  day  afler  the  sotting  the  neal,  "I  On  this  state  of  things,  namely,  the  purity  of 
think  nothing  will  como  nfihin  mittttr.  but  u  is  intention,  the  necessities  of  the  company,  the 
no  harm  to  try."  This  rjq^o  lTn«*>iOl  ir«i!irh<?r>,  propriety  of  keeping  the  nabob  in  perfect  good 
and  these  essays  c.f  c>K».:twi^i^l  DyirotH,  ap'     humour  and  removing  suspicions  finaan  bis' 
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udad,  wiiieh  m^icioM  U  lad  iMferex)iM«-  Tbs  grait  «DdiiidparpOM,ibr  wfaiehIpro> 

■ed,  they  cum  to  the  rMolution,  I  ihaU  luve  dace  this  to  your  lordshipsi  'u  to  ehew  you  the 

the  hooour  to  read  to  you:  "  that  the  repre-  neoewity  there  is  for  odier  inquirioe,  other 

■eotauon,  given  in  the  said  defence,  of  the  trials,  other  aoquittab  of  pirties  than  those 

stale  of  the  afiairs  of  the  oouotry  at  that  time  made  by  a  ooUusiTO  clan  abroad,  or   by  the 

(that  is,  about  the  month  of  April  1760)  is  true  directors  at  home,  who  had  required  the  parties 

and  just,  [that  is,  the  bad  state  of  the  oouotry,  to  inquire  of  themselTes,  and  to  take  tho  testi- 

which  wo  shall  consider  hereafter ;]  that,  in  mony  of  the  judges  at  secondhand,  as  to  the 

such  circumstances,  the  nabob's  urgent  account  &nscience  of  tho  party  accused,  respecting 

of  hw  own  distresses,  the  ooloners  desire  of  acts,  which  neither  they  nor  any  man  ItTing 

making  him  easy,  [for  here  is  a  recapitulation  can  look  upon  but  with  hontMir. 

of  the  whole  defence,]  as  the  first  thing  usees-  I  have  troubled  your  lordships  with  the  story 

saiy  for  the  good  of  the  service,  and  the  sud-  of  the  three  seals,  as  a  specimen  of  tho  then 

denneos  of  the  thing  proposed,  might  deprive  stale  of  the  service,  and  the  politics  of  the  ser- 

bim  for  a  moment  of  his  recoUectaoo,  and  sur-  vaois,  civil  an]  military,  in  the  horrid  abuses, 

prise  him  into  a  measure,  which,  as  to  the  which  thsn  prevailed,  and  which  render  at 

measure  itaelf,  be  couU  not  approve.    That  length  the  most  rigorous  reformation  necessary, 

such  only  were  the  motives,  which  did  or  oould  I  dose  this  episode  to  resume  the  proceed- 

infiMnfte  Coiooel  Calliaud  to  asseoi  to  the  ings  at  the  second  revolution.    This  affair  of 

proposal,  is  fully  evinced  by  the  deposition  of  the  three  seals  was,  we  have  seen,  to  quiet  the 

Captain  Knox  and  Mr.  Lu^ington,  that  hia  fears  of  the  nabob.    His  fears  it  was,  indeed, 

(OofiioiMf  j)  osnasBmw,  at  the  <>m«,  nner  rt-  neoessaiy  to  quiet ;  fot  your  lordships  will  see, 

prmiAei  km  wUk  a  bad  dmgnj*  that  the  man,  whoee  fears  were  to  be  set  asleep 

Tour  kinkhips  have  beard  of  the  testimony  by  Major  Calltaud's  ofiering  him,  in  a  scheme 

of  a  peraon  to  his  own  conscience  ;  but  the  for  minrdering  his  sovereign,  an  odd  sort  of 

tesfiBirmy  of  another  man  to  luiy  one's  con-  optaie,  made  up  of  blood  and  treason,  was  now 

aqence    this  is  the  first  time,  I  believe,  it  ever  in  a  fair  way  of  being  murdered  himsdf  by  the 

appeared  in  a  judicial  proceeding.  Itunattvai  machinations  ofhim,  whose  ssal  was  set  to  his 

to  say, "  my  conaoisnoe  aoquitt  mo  of  it  ;*'  but  murderous  security  of  peace,  and  by  those  his 

Aqr  dedare,  that  "  Ms  conscience  never  re-  accomplioes,  Holwrell  and  Hastings ;  at  least 

proadiedhim  with  a  bad  design,  and  therefore,  they  resolved  to  put  htm  in  a  situation,  in 

upon  the  whole,  they  are  satisfied,  that  his  which  his  murder  was  in  a  manner  inevitahle, 

inteiition  was  good,  though  he  erred  in  the  as  you  will  see  in  the  sequel  of  die  transactions, 

msmsure."  Now  the  phui  proceeds.  The  parties  contino- 

I  beg  leave  to  state  one  thing,  that  escaped  ed  in  the  camp;  butthere  was  another  remora. 

me,  that  the  nabob,  who  was  one  of  the  parties  To  remove  a  nid)ob,  and  to  create  a  revolution, 

to  tfie  design,  was,  at  the  time  of  the  inquiry,  is  not  easy ;  houses  are  strong,  who  have  sons 

a  sort  of  prisoner  or  an  exile  at  Caksutta;  that  grownup  with  vigour  and  fitnem  for  the  com- 

bis  raoooshee  was  there,  or 'might  have  been  mand  of  armies.    They  are  not  easily  oveiw 

had;  and  that  hia  spy  was  likewise  there;  and  turned  by  removing  the  principal,  unless  the 

that  they,  though  parties  to  this  transaction,  secondary  is  got  rid  of:  and  if  this  rsmora  could 

were  never  called  to  account  for  it  m  any  sense  be  removed,  every  thing  was  going  on  in  a 

or  in  any  degree,  or  to  show  how  far  it  was  happy  way  in  tho  business.    This  plan,  whKh 

ncMssory  to  quiet  the  nabd>'B  mind.  now  (that  is,  about  the  month  of  July)  began 

The  accomplices  by  acquitting  him  upon  to  get  into  great  ripeness  and  forwardness, 

Aehr  tsstimony  to  his  emteiene*  did  dieir  busi-  Mr.  Holwell  urged  forward,  Mr.  Vansittart 

uses  nobly.    But  the  ^ood  court  of  directors,  being  hourly  expected, 

who  were  so  easily  satisfied,  so  ready  to  con-  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  going  to  state 

damn  at  the  fint  proposition,  and  so  ready  a  thing,  though  it  is  upon  the  records,  which 

afterwards  to  acquit,  put  the  last  finishing  hand  wiU  not  have  too  theatrical  on  appettrsnce  for 

of  a  master  to  it.    For  the  accomplices  acquit  the  grave  state,  in  which  we  are.    But  here 

him  of  evil  intentions,  and  excuse  his  act.  The  it  is— the  difficulty,  the  knot,  and  the  solutkm, 

court  of  directors  disapproving  indeed  the  mea-  ss  recorded  by  the  parties  themselves.    !t  was 

sore,  but  receiving  the  testimony  of  his  con-  die  object  of  this  bold,  desperate,  designing 

science  in  justification  of  his  conduct,  and  man,  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  who  airood  at  every 

taking  up  the  whole  ground,  honourably  acquit  thing,  and  who  scrupled  not  to  do  any  thing 

him,  and  commend  this  action  ss  an  instance  in  attaining  what  he  aimed  at,  to  be  appomt- 

of  heroic  seal  in  their  service.  «d  the  lientenpmt  of  the  nabob  Jaffier  Ally,  and 


B16  SPEECH  m  THE  IMPBACHMfi29T 

thus  to  f^t  iwMwiMi  of  hk  ofioe  damif  his  ARy  Cawn  in  ih«  bwineii,  aad  to 

lifetime  under  that  otine,  widi  a  design  of  finifishmen,  who  wero  oimc^med. 

munierifig  him ;  (or  that  office,  aocording  to  The  diflkuhy  of  getting  rid  c/  Mceru  bo» 

many  usages  of  that  ooontry,  totally  super-  ing  thusremoved,  Mr.  Vnnsiutart  comes  upon 
sedes  the  authority  of  the  first  magistrate,  \  the  scene.    I  verily  beiiere  he  was  a  msn  of 

renders  him  a  cypher  in  his  hand,  gives  the  good  intentions,  and  rather  debauched  by  that 

administration  of  his  affairs  and  command  of  amazing  flood  of  miquity,  whidi  prevailed  at 

his  troops  to  the  lieutenant.    It  was  a  part  that  time,  or  hurried  and  cairied  away  wjdi 

of  bis  plan,  that  he  was,  aAer  his  appoint-  it    In  a  few  days  be  sent  (far  Major  CaHiaud. 

ment  to  the  lieutenancy,  to  be  named  to  the  All  his  objections  vanish  in  an  ta«tafi<;4iiio 

succession  of  the  nabob,  who  had  several  other  that  flash  of  lighming,  every  thing  is  wilaiiii. 

children ;  but  the  eldest  son  stood  in  the  way.  The  Major  agrees  to  peribrm  his  part.    They 

But  as  things  hastened  to  a  crisis,  this  dif-  send  for  Cossim  Ally  Cawn  and  Mr.  Hastings, 

fieuhy  was  removed  in  the  most  eztfaordtaiaiy  Uiey  open  a  treaty  and  ooBclndo  it  with  him, 

and  providential  unheaid  of  manner,  by  the  leaving  the  managemsntof  ic  to  two  fiefMBa, 

most  extraordinary  event,  that,  I  believe,  is  Mr.  Hdwell  and  another  person,  whom  we  hav« 

recorded  in  history.    Just  in  the  nick  of  time,  heard  of,  an  Armenian,  cdied  Coja  Pelnisa, 

inthemomentcfprojection,  ontfaeSdof  Jaly,  who  afterwards  played  his  part  in  anocbsr 

this  prince  Meeran,  in  the  dower  of  bis  age,  ilhistrioos  scene.    B^  this  Petiwe  and  Mr. 

bold,  active,  enterprisnig,  lying  asleep  in  his  Holwell  the  matter  is'  settied.    The 


tent,  is  suddenly,  without  any  one's  knowing  Mr.  Holwell  is  raised  to  bo  a  secretary  of 

it,  without  any  alarm  ormenace  in  the  heavens,  state,  the  revolution  is  aoeomplished.    By  it 

that  ever  was  heard  of  or  mentioned,  without  Cossim  Ally  Cawn  is  to  have  tiw  lieoianaMf 

any  one  whatever  being  hurt  or  e^en  alarmed  at  prasent,  and  the-SMCeessiQB.    Every  thing 

In  the  camp,  killed  with  a  flash  of  lightning,  is  put  mlo  his  hands,  and  be  is  to  make  for  ic 

My  k>fds,  thus  was  the  Gordian  knot  ouC  large  concessions,  which  yon  will  hear  of 

This  prince  dies  of  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  afterwards,  to  the  eompany.    Cossim  AUy 

Mr.  Loshington  (of  whom  you  have  heard)  Cawn  proposed  to  Mr.  Holwell,  what  wonid 

eomes  in  tho  morning  with  his  hair  standing  have  been  no  bad  sopplement  to  the  flash  of 

erect,  eomes  (nghteiMd  into  the  prasenee  of  lightning,  tlie  murder  of  the  nabob ;  but  Mr. 

Major  Calliaud,  and,  with  the  utmost  alarm,  HolweU  was  a  man  of  too  moah^hoooor  and 

tells  himof  aciroomstance,  that  was  afterwards  conscience  to  sufler  that.    He  instantly  flew 


to  give  them  so  much  pleasure.    The  alarm  oat  at  it,  and  declared  tho  whole 

was  immediately  communicated  to  the  Major,  ^ouU  stop,  unless  the  affair  of  the 

who  was  seized  with  a  fright ;  and  fearing  lest  was  given  up.    Accordingly,  things  wore  so 

the  armyshouM  mutiny  upon  the  deoh  of  settM.    But,  if  ho  gave  the  nabob  over  to  aa 

their  diief,  it  was  contrived  in  a  manner,  that  intonding  routdorer,  and  delivered  his  person, 

1  believe  was  most  diflicuh  to  contrivo,  thai  treasure,  and  every  thing  into  his  hands,  Goe- 

what  might  have  excited  a  general  vitttioy  aim  Ally  Cawn  might  have  had  no  great  rea> 

was  concealed- by  the  ability,  tlM  gf'O'.'  troduct,  son  to  complain  of  being  left  to  the  exeeotion 

and  dexterity  of  Major  Calliaud  fi)r  .-irr  ^  days  of  his  own  projects  in  his  own  way.    The  troip 

together,  lilt  he  led  tho  army  out  of  tho  place  of  ty  was  made,  and  amoonted  to  this,  that  Ibo 

danger.    Thus  a  judgment  fell  upon  one  of  tho  eompany  was  to  reoeive  ihrse  great  provinees ; 

(innocent)  murderers  in  the  scer.s  of  the  three  fer  here,  as  we  proceed,  you  will  have  an  cp» 

seals.    This  man,  who  wm  probably  guilty  in  pottnnity  of  observing,  with  the  progress  of 

hia  conscience  as  well  as  in  act,  thus  fell  by  these  plots,  one  thing,  which  has  ooastaady 

|hat  most  lucky,  providentkl,  and  most  uasfoi  and  tmiformly  pervaded  the  whole  of  tltesc  pro* 

flash  of  lightning.  j^cls,  and  whidi  the  persons  oonoemed  in  tbsm 

There  were  at  Ihac  time,  it  seems,  in  Cal-  have  avowed  as  a  principle  of  their  a<ttioos— 

eotta  a  wicked  sceptical  set  of  people,  who  that  they  were  first  to  take  care  of  the  eou- 

somehow  or  other  believed,  that  himan  ageiM^  pony's  interest,  then  of  thefar  own ;  that  is,  firat 

was  concerned  in  this  electric  flash,  whk^  saone  to  the  company  an  jonormous  bribe,  and 

came  so  very  opportunely,  and  which  was  a  under  the  shadow  of  that  bribe  t«  take  all  tho 

fhvour  so  thankfully  adumwledged.     These  little  emolumenu  they  could  to  themselves, 

wicked,  ili-nalured  sceptics  disseminated  re*  Three  great  rich  southern  provinces,  maritinsi 

ports  (whioh  I  am  sure  I  do  not  mean  to  or  nearly  maritime,  Burdwan,  Midnapora^ 

ehargo  or  prove,  leaving  the  efl^  of  them  to  and  Chittagong,  were  to  be  dissevered  from 

fm)  very  dishonoorabie,  I  beliovo,  to  Coaum  the  soubah  and  to  be  coded  to  tho  company 
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flenwomcllwrniaBrflitiakakiM^ifUabfc  Xhk  priaee,  CoMim  Aljr  Gawa,  ihe  fiiMri 

M  Boraaconuyftt  praMit  totrouble  jrou  with,  aT  Mr.  Haftiogs,  Ibmw,  that  ihoM,  wlio  eooU 

■il^nad,  M«bd,  and  exeeutod  at  Caloutla  b^  giv«,  oould  taiw  away,  flomiaioa.    He  kmi 

twaao  diMe  pafciei  with  the  greatast  poMifala  acuealy  got  vpon  Ifaa  dirooe,  prooured  for  htm 

■ecrecj.    The  lieouomcy  and  the  soceewioii  by  our  pablic  spirit  and  hit  owa  iaiqaitiea, 

ware  aecored  to  Gaasim  Ally,  and  he  waa  than  he  began  directly  and  iaatantly  to  fortify 

Iflcewiae  to  give  aomewhece  about  the  am  of  hhnaeir  and  to  bend  all  hia  poUtia  agaiMt 

£.900,000  lo  the  gentlemen,  who  were  oa».  thoae,  who  were  or  ooiildbe  the  denoraofauoh 

earned,  as  a  reward  for  aenriag  him  ao  effeo-  &tal  gifia.    He  began  with  the  natives,  who 

tDi#y,  and  ibr  aernng  their  ooontry  ao  weH.  w«raintimirinteraat,andenieUypmtDdeath, 

Accordingly,  these  atipolationa,  actual  or  on-  nnder  the  eye  of  Mr.  Haatinga  and  his  dan, 

deralooa(ibr  they  were  OTontoaUy  carried  mto  aM  thou,  who  by  ihoir  monied  wealth,  or 

affect)  being  settled,  a  ooramiMioo  oTdelegatkn  landed  oonsidemlion,  ooidd  give  any  effect  to 

consisting  chiefly  ofMr.  Vansittait  and  Major  their  diapoaitHna  in  fiivoar  of  thoae  amfaitioos 

Caliiaud,  waa  aeoA  up  to  Moorthedabad ;  the  atnagen.    He  removed  from  Mooishedahad 

new  govemoor  taking  thia  cpportmiiiy  of  pay-  higher  np  into  the  eonMiy,  to  Monghir ,  in 

ing  the  usual  visit  «£  reject  to  the  nabob,  and  order  to  be  more  oat  of  our  view.    He  kept 

in  a  maanerj  which  a  aew  goventour  oommg  hk  word  pretty  wuU,  bat  not  ahofethar  fahb- 

iato  pface  would  do,  widi  the  detail  of  which  it  fiiRy,  with  the  gendamsn ;  and  though  he  had 

■  not  nsoessary  to  tcoublo  you.  Mr.HaetingB  aomoneyjfor  hia  treasury  was  empty,  be  gave 

was  at  this  time  at  the  dnrbar ;  and  having  obligations,  which  are  known  by  the  name  of 

every  thing  prepared,  and  the  ground  moooth-  /sys    (the  Ihdian  rocabulary  will  by  dsgrees 

ad,  they  first  endeavmved  to  pernade  the  beooBieiamiHartoyoark>nWpa,as  wedevo> 

nabob  to  deliver  over  the  power  negotialed  for  lope  the  modes  and  cualainB  of  the  country.^ 

into  the  hands  of  their  friend  Coeshn  Ally  Am  soon  as  he  had  done  this,  he  began  to  rack 

Cawn.    Bat  wbenthe old  aaaa,  frightened  eat  and  tear  the  provinces,  that  were  Mtto  him, 

of  hw  wits,  asked,  **  What  is  it  he  has  bid  for  to  get  as  nwch  from  them  as  shouUcompensato 

me  f"  and  added,  "I  wiU  give  half  as  much  him  for  the  revenues  of  thoae  great  provincsa 

again  to  save  myaelf;  piay  let  me  know  what  he  had  lost ;  and  acoovdmsly  he  began  a  scene 

my  price  is  f '  he  entreated  in  vahi.    They  of  eatortaoa,  hoir9>le,  nomrious,  without  pr»> 

weretrae,  finn,  and  faithful  to  their  word  and  oedent  or  eiample,  npon  almoat  all  the  landed 

their  engagement.  When  he  saw  they  were  to-  intsrsatof  dmt  ccaaity.    I  msntion  this,  be- 

aolved,  that  he  shouU  be  delivered  into  the  canse  he  is  one  of  those  persons,  whose  govera- 

fattsda  of  Comim  Ally  Cawn,  he  at  once  smw  msnts  Mr.  Hastangs,  in  a  paper,  cal&d  his 

leaders  die  whole  to  him.    They  instantly  defonee,delivered  in  to  the  House  of  Commons, 

|raap#  iL     He  throwa  hinwelf  into  a  boat,  haa  produced  as  precedents  and  examplea, 

and  win  not  reonain  at  hoine  an  hour,  but  hi»-  which  he  haa  thought  fit  to  fottow,and  vHsioh 

riee  down  to  Cakuda  to  leave  his  bkwd  at  our  he  thought  would  justify  him  in  the  conduct 

door,  if  we  ahouU  have  a  mind  totake  it.  But  ha  haa  porsusd.    This  Coasim  Ally  Cawn, 

tfw  Hfo  of  the  nabob  was  too  great  a  stake,  after  he  had  acted  the  tyrant  on  the  landed 

partly  as  a  security  for  the  good  behaviour  of  interest,  foil  cqpon  the  monied  internet.    In 

Ceasim  AHy  Cawn,  and  still  more  for  the  fb-  that  country  there  was  a  person  called  Juggot 

tore  use,  tlmt  might  be  made  of  him,  to  be  Beit.    There  weie  aeveral  of  the  family,  who 

thrown  away,  or  left  in  the  hands  of  a  man,  werebaaksra  to  auch  a  magnitude  as  waa  never 

who  would  certainly  murder  him,  and  who  waa  haaid  of  in  (he  worid.    Rsceivom  of  the  public 

very  uigry  at  bemg  rsfbacd  the  naurdar  of  his  rsvenue,  their  correspondence  extended  all 

father4»4aw.    The  price  of  this  second  r^  over  Asia;  and  thsrs  are  those,  who  are  of 

vobtion  was,  aeoording  to  tbehr  oharss  in  it,  opfaiion,  that  the  hoam  of  Juggut  Beit,  inoh^ 

(I  believe  I  have  it  here,)  aomewbere  aboot  dmg  all  ita  branches,  waa  not  worth  less  than 

£100^000.  Thia  littleefiusion  to  private  int^  six  or  aeven  millioaa  aterling.    This  house 

reat  aettled  the  matter,  and  here  ended  die  ae-  became  the  prey  of  Coasim  Ally  Cawa ;  but 

eondrovolutienin  thecooatiy ;  efiecledmdeed  Mr.  HolweU  had  pcadieted,  that  it  thtmU  bt 

without  btoerished,  but  with  infinito  Creasheiy,  diihiarsil  emr  tsgqian  t»  U  higktd,  (hia  own 

with  infinite  miaehiaf,  consequent  to  the  dm-  piona  expramion.)    He  predicted  the  miafoi^ 

msodMrment  of  the  oomMry,  and  which  had  tonae,thatahoold  bofol  them;aadwechoaea 

nearly  become  fatal  to  our  concerns  there,  Baian  to  huifoc  them,  and  who  did  so  bdfot 

Mke  every  thhig  eUe  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  thembythe nsusder  of  theprinoipal  peiaoni of 

amr  share.  Ihahocise,andbyrokbing  them  of  grant  sums 
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oftheir  wetlthi  that  I  baliero  neh  a  teene  of  pearad  tTWf  when ;  ihof  aold  at  their  own 

Befarioai  ^raimj,  destroy ing  and  cutting  up  the  prioeai  and  forced  the  people  to  eell  to  them  at 

root  of  public  credit  in  thai  country^  was  scarce  their  own  prices  also.    It  appeared  more  like 

erer  known.    In  the  mean  time  Coasim  was  ui  army  going  to  piUage  ihe  people,  under 

extending  his   tyranny  over  all,  who  were  pretence  of  commerce,  than  any  thing  dse. 

ehooaious  to  him ;  and  the  persons  be  first  In  rain  the  people  claimed  the  protection  of 

•ought  were  thoae  traitors,  who  had  been  ^eir  own  country  courts.    This  English  army 

frirads  to  the  English.    Several  of  the  prin-  of  traders,  in  their  mwdi,  ravaged  worse  than 

cipal  of  these  he  murdered.     There  was  in  a  Tartarian  conqueror.    The  trade  they  car- 

the  province  of  Bahar  a  man  named  Ra-  ried  on,  and  which  more'  reeemUed  robbery 

marain ;  he   had  got  the  most  positive  a^  tiian  commerce,  amicipated  the  resources  of 

■urancesof  English  faith;  but  Mr.  Macguire,  the  tyrant,  and  tlircalened  to  iefve  him  no 

a  member  of  the  council,  on  the  receipt  of  materials  for  imposition  or  confiscation.  Tfaos 

5,000  goU  mohors,  or  something  more  than  this  miserable  country  was  torn  to  pieces  by 

£.8,000  sterling,  delivered  him  up  to  be  first  the  horrible  rapaciousness  of  a  double  tyranny. 

imprijBoned,  then  tortured,  then  robbed  in  con-  This  appeared  to  be  so  strong  a  ease,  that  a 

sequence  of  the  torture,  and  finally  murdered  deputation  was  sent  to  him  at  his  new  capdal 

by  Cossim  Ally  Cawn.    In  this  way  Gossim  Monghir,  to  fiNrm  a  treaty  for  the  purpose  of 

Ally  Cawn  acted,  while  our  government  looked  giving  some  relief  against  this  crtiel,  cuned, 

on.    I  hardly  choose  to  mention  to  you  the  and  oppressive  trade,  whidi  was  worse  even 

&te  of  a  certain  native  in  ocpwequence  of  a  than  the  tyranny  of  theaovereign.    This  trada 

dispute  with  Mr.   Mott,  a  fiiend   of  Mr.  Mr.  Vansittart,  the  president  about  this  tins^ 

Hastings,  whidi  is  in  die  company's  records —  that  is  in  1763,  who  sooceeded  to  Mr.  Holwel, 

records,  which  are  almost  buried  by  their  own  and  was  in  close  union  of  interssta  with  dw 

magnitude  from  the  knowledge  of  this  oountiy.  tyrant  Cossim  Ally  Cawn,  by  a  treaty  known 

In  a  oMlest  with  this  native  for  his  boose  by  the  name  of  the  treatf  of  Monf^ir,  agreed 

and  property,  some  ^scuffle  having  happened  very  mudi  to  suppress  and  to  co^ne  within 

between  the  parties,  the  one  aUemptuig  to  something  like  reasonable  bonnda.     There 

seize  and  the  other  to  defend,  the  latter  nwde  never  was  a  doubt  on  the  face  of  that  treaty, 

a  complaint  to  the  nabob,  vdio  was  »  an  entire  that  it  was  a  just,  proper,  (air  transaction, 

subjection  at  that  time  to  the  English ;  and  But  as  nobody  in  Bengal  did  then  believe,  that 

who  ordered  this  unfortunate  man,  on  account  rapine  was  ever  forebom,  but  in  favour  of  br>- 

of  this  very  seufile  arising  fiom  defending  his  bery,  the  persons,  vdio  lost  every  advantage 

properly,  to  be  Mown  off  from  the  mouth  of  a  by  the  treaty  of  Monghir,  when  they  thou^ 

cannon.    In  short,  I  am  not  able  to  tell  your  they  saw  corrupt  negotiation  carrying  away 

lordships  of  all  the  nefarious  transactions  of  the  prizes  of  unlawful  commerce,  aiMl  were 

this  man,  whom  the  intrigues  of  Mr.  Holwell  likely  to  see  their  trade  crippled  by  Cossim 

and  Mr.  Hastisgs  had  set  upon  the  throne  of  Ally  Cawn,  foil  into  a  most  violent  fury  at 

Bengal    But  there  is  a  circumstance  in  thb  this  treaty ;  and  as  the  treaty  was  made  widi- 

bosiness,  that  comes  across  here,  and  will  tend  out  the  concurrence  of  the  rest  of  the  council, 

to  show  another  grievance,  that  vend  thatooun-  the  company's  servants  grew  divided,  one  part 

try,  which  vexed  it  long,  and  is  one  of  the  causes  were  the  advocates  of  the  trea^,  the  other  of 

of  its  chief  disasters,  sjad  which,  1  fear,  is  not  the  trade.     The  latter  were  uaivendlly  of 

so  perfectly  extirpated  but  that  some  part  of  its  opinion,  that  the  treaty  was  bought  for  a  great 

roots  may  remain  in  the  ground  at  this  moment  sum  of  money.    The  evidence  we  have  on 

Commerce,  which    enriches    every  other  our  records  of  the  stmis  of  money,  that  are 

country  in  the  world,  was  bringing  Bengal  to  stated  to  have  been  paidon  tiiis  occasion,  has 

total  min.     The  company,  in  former  times,  never  been  investigated  to  the  bottom.    But 

when  it  had  no  sovereignty  or  power  in  the  we  have  it  on  record,  that  a  grant  som 

country,  had  large  privileges  under  their  doa-  (i£ .70,000)  was  paid  to  peraons  concerned  in 

tuck  or  permit ;    their  gCNxls  passed  without  that  negotiation.    The  rest  were  exoeedingly 

paying  duties  through  the  oomMry.    The  ser-  wroth  to  see  themselves  not  profiting  by  the 

rants  of  the  company  made  use  ofihisdustuck  negotiation,  and  losing  the  trade,  or  likely  to 

for  their  own  private  trade^  which,  while  it  be  excluded  from  it;  and  they  were  the  more 

was  used  with  moderation,  the  native  goveni-  so,  because,  as  we  have  it  upon  our  joomak, 

neat  winked  at  in  some  degree ;  but,  when  it  during  all  that  time  the  trade  of  the  aegottalon 

gol  vdioUy  into  private  huids,  it  was  more  wasnot  proscr9)ed,  but  a  perwannah  was  ia- 

iika  robbery  than  trade.    These  traden  ap-  sued  by  Cossun  Ally  Cawn,  that  tbe  Hida  of 
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hMfrimb^Mr.VndttwtaDdBIr.HMlavs  na  Afij G»im iMd wdad,  m ili»M  ttioaght, 
■houldnot  be  iiibjwt  totlia  goneivl  ngulmtuNMU  mher  ia  the  wiy  of  mortgage  than  any  thii^; 
This  fiilAdtliowfaolaaetUeaBent  with  iUbkiod;  ebe.  Then,  under  the  Mme  of  compenatioo 
but  in  the  regulation  itaelf  (I  put  the  motive  for  svfieringi  to  the  people  ooocemed  in  the 
and  the  eeeret  htstoiy  out  of  the  case)  u»>  trade,  and  in  the  name  of  donation  to  an  aimj 
doobtedly  Mr.  Haatingi  and  Mr.  Vanittart  and  a  navy,  which  had  little  to  do  in  this  affair, 
were  on  the  right  aide.  They  had  ahown  to  they  tax  him,  what  ram  do  you  think  ?  They 
a  demonetration  the  miMhief  of  thia  tmde.  fasthateapty  and  undone  treararycf  that  mi- 
Howeror,  aa  the  other  paf^  waa  strong,  and  Mrable  and  undone  country,  £.600,000  for  a 
did  not  readily  let  go  their  hold  of  thia  great  priraie  emotument  to  themaelvea ;  for  the  corn- 
advantage,  firet,  diasentioui,  mnmuri,  varioui  panitaion  for  thbiniqoitious  trade ;  Cbr  the  com- 
Unda  of  eomplaints  and  ill  blood  aroae.  Coa-  peneation  fcr  abuMa,  of  which  he  was  neither 
aim  Ally  was  driven  to  the  wail ;  and,  having  the  author  nor  die  abettor ;  they  tax  this  mi- 
at  die  aame  time  nmde  what  he  thought  ffood  aerable  prince,  £.£00/000.  That  fumwae  given 
prepaiatinaa,  a  war  broke  out  at  hau  And  to  individuals.  Now  comes  the  company  at 
how  did  it  break  out?  This  Cossim  Ally  hosM,  which,  on  hearing  dtiinews,  was  all  in- 
Cawn  signalized  his  first  acta  of  hostility  by  6amed.  The  directoia  were  on  fire.  They 
an  atrocity  committed  against  tho  fiuth  of  were  shocked  at  it,  and  particulariy  at  this 
Irsatiea,  against  the  rales  of  war,  against  every  donation  to  die  army  and  navy.  They  re- 
principle  of  honour.  Thia  iulend«i  mniderer  solved  they  wouU  give  it  no  countenance  and 
of  his  &tlier-in-hiw,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  had  sopporL  In  the  mean  time  the  gentlemen  did 
amisted  to  raiae  lo  the  throne  of  Bengal,  well  not  trouble  dieir  beads  upon  that  subject,  but 
knowing  his  character  aadhisdiqiositkn,  and  meant  to  exact  and  get  their  £.600,000  as  they 
well  knowing  what  such  a  man  was  capable  oould. 

of  domg,  this  man  massacred  the  English  Here  was  a  diiid  revolution  bought  at  this 
wherever  ha  met  them.  There  were  two  hun-  asmting  sum,  and  this  poor  miserdile  prince 
dred  or  dmreaboutaof  the  company's  servants,  first  drij;ged  fimn  Moonhsdab^  to  Calonlta, 
orthsirdependMls,slaaghteredatPainawith  then  dragged  back  from  Calcutta  to  Moor- 
ewery  circumstance  of  Uie  moet  abominable  abed  '  At  the  sport  of  fbitnno,  and  the  piayw 
erueky.  Their  Ihnbs  were  cut  to  pieces.  The  thing  of  avarice.  Thii  poor  man  is  again  aet 
tjfrant,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  set  up,  cut  sad  up,  but  w  left  with  no  aothori^  ;  his  troops 
backed  the  limbs  of  British  subjects  in  the  limited,  his  penon — every  thing  about  him  ia 
amst  cruel  end  peifidioua  manner;  threw  them  a  mauer  aidijugated,  a  British  reeident  the 
into  weOs,  and  polluted  the  ibatero  of  the  cowh  mastsr  of  his  court:  he  b  set  up  as  a  pageant 
tiy  with  British  bkiod.  Imnwdiately  war  is  on  this  throne,  with  no  other  authority  but 
dedared  sgainst  him  in  fimn.  That  war  sets  what  wouU  be  eufficient  to  give  a  counto 
die  whole  country  in  a  blase ;  and  then  other  nance  lo  presents,  gifts,  and  dmiationa.  That 
partiea  begin  to  sppssr  upon  the  seene,  viiose  authori^  was  always  left,  when  all  the  rest 
transaotioas  you  will  find  youn^ves  deeply  wns  takun  away.  One  would  havo  thought, 
eoooenied  in  hereafter.  that  this  revolution  might  have  satisfied  tiMae 
As  ioon  as  war  was  declared  against  Goseisi,  gentleman,  and  that  the  mon^  gained  by  it 
it  was  necessary  to  reaolve  to  put  up  another  would  have  been  sufficient.  No.  The  par- 
nabob,  and  to  have  another  revobtion ;  and  tisana  of  Cossim  Ally  wanted  another  re^»> 
where  do  they  resort  but  to  the  nmn,  iriiom,  tion.  The  partisana  of  the  other  side  wiahed 
fixr  his  alleged  tyranny,  fiir  his  incapacity,  far  to  have  something  more  done  in  the  present 
the  numberiew  iniquities  he  wbm  said  to  have  They  now  began  to  think,  that  to  depose 
committed,  and  for  his  total  unfitnem  and  di^  Gosnm  nostantly,  and  to  seU  him  to  another, 
indination  to  all  die  duties  of  government,  was  too  much  at  one  time ;  especially  aa 
they  had  dethroped.  This  very  man  they  take  Cossim  AUy  was  a  nmn  of  vigour  and  rsao- 
up  again  to  place  on  the  throne,  feiom  iriiich  hition,  carrying  on  a  fierce  war  against  tfawk 
they  had  about  two  years  before  removed  him,  But  what  do  you  think  they  did  ?  Hiey  b^ 
sad  for  the  effecting  of  which  they  had  com-  gan  to  see,  fiom  the  exsmple  of  Cossim  Ally, 
Butted  so  many  iniquities.  Even  this  revohi*  that  die  lieutenancy,  the  ministry  of  the  kin^ 
tion  was  not  msde  without  being  paid  for.  was  a  good  thing  to  be  soU,  and  the  sale  of 
According  to  the  usual  order  of  piocemion,  in  that  nught  toni  out  as'  good  a  thing  as  the 
which  the  yoongeot  walk  fintF— First  comee  sale  of  the  prince.  For  this  office  there 
the  company ;  ud  the  company  had  secured  were  two  rival  candidates,  perMus  of  great 
to  it  in  perpetuity  dwse  prorinees  which  Cpa>  oonaideratkn  in  Bengal  ; 
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MihonMcUni  called  Mthomd  Boa  Ovm,  a  moMfi  kot  did  him  b»  Mfnea  in 

man  or  hi|r)i  attdioiity,    peat  piciyia  l»  «nm  others,  mare  ooDKieaftieai,  lefiiMd  to 

reNgion,— fsrcat  laanning  in  the  taw»---of  dM  it:  and  ia  thisbattlaof  bribes  he wa 

▼erf  first  claei  of  Mahomedaa  nobility:  bat  ed.    A  doputation  wm  eoDt  tnm  Gakoiia la 

at  the  laiae  time,  on  all  these  awoiiBli,  he  the  niMraUe  aabob^  to  tav  NuodosoBar,  hia 

was  abhorred  and  dreaded  by  the  nabob,  who  only  support,  from  his  sido;  and  to  put  die  «b- 

neeeesarily  feared,  that  a  man  of  Mabomed  ject  of  aU  his  terraiss,  IMhhomed  Beza  Cawn, 

Rea  Cawa's  deseriptien  wonM  be  eensidered  •  in  his  phMM. 

as  better  entitled  aiid  fitter  for  hia  seat,  as        Thus  bsfan  a  new  difieien,    that  split 

n^bobuftheprorinees.  the  presidency  into  riolaat  fiKtiaas;  bat  thn 

To  balance  bin,  there  was  anothsr  aisn,  (aetiMi,  which  adheved  to  Nundeomar,  van 

known  by  the  name    of  the  greaU— Rajah  undoubtedly  the  weakest.    Thai  nnnt  miasi^ 

Nnndeomar:  thn   nnui  was  aneonntod  tho  ableafinen,MeerJaffier  AllyGawn,dinging» 

highest  of  his  cast,  and  faeU  tho  ssom  rmk  as  to  the  last  pillar,  to  Nandesnar,  trembling 

amoag  tho  (9entfts,dHit  Mahomed  ReaaCown  at  Mahomed  Rena  Pawn,  died  in  the  stwigglw, 

obtained  ameng  the  Biahomcdans.  Thoprineer  a  misenMe  victim  to  al  the  fefointioas,  to  dL 

on  the  throne  had  no  jeaknry  of  Nundeomar,  tho  suceemiTO  ohangos  and  vermiilo  politini 

because  he  know,that,  m  a  QentA,  ho  cenU  at  Cakutta.    Like  ail  tho  rest  of  Iho  gieat 

not  aspiro  to  tho  offloe  ef  soobahdar.    For  pononagao,  whsm  ws  ham  degraded  and 

that  reason  he  was  firmly  attached  to  him ;  ho  bmtaliaed  by  insnit  and  oppression,  ho  bstook 

might  depend  completely  on  his  services;  he  himself  to  the  oBonl  desttnodfo  ressarcso  of 

was  hi$  against  Mahomed  Resa  Cawn,  and  wprtneipled  iniiwii^    sinsiMlity,  opinm,  and 

against  the  whole  world.    There  was,  hon^  wine.    His  gigantic  firamo  of  constimcien  soon 

ever,  a  flaw  in  the  nabob's  tide,  which  it  wan  gate  way  under  the  oppreauon  eC  this  relief 

necessary  should  bo  hid.    And  pstfasps  it  lay  and  ho  died,  lennng  etulcken  and  graad-chit 

against  Mahomed  Rem  Cawn  as  well  as  hint  dnn  by  wives  and  concnhinfu.    On  the  okl 


Bnt  it  was  a  spureo  of  apprehension  to  tho  nabob's  death  Mahwnsd  Resa 

nabob,  and  contvibnted  to  make  him  wish  admowledgad  depiny-  nabob,  tho 

to  keep  all  Mahomedu  iniiianrie  at  a  dm>  and  this  rwdutMn  eamplsted. 

tanee.     For  he  was  a  lyed,  that  m  to  say.  Hero,  my  lords,  opened  a  now  souioe  of 


adeeeendantofMahomed,  and  as  snch,  though  plunder,  peculation,  and  bribery^  which  was  not 

oftbe  only  aeknowfedged  nobility  among  Mo^  neglected.     RovolHtians  were  ne  longer  no- 

sulmen,  wonld  be  by  that  etroumetance  eicfaid^  oeesary,  snccemion  supplied  their  places;  and 

ed  by  the  known  lanu  of  die  BAogul  empire  well  the  elyect  agreed  widi  the  poiwy.    Ruleo 

firnn  being  soubobdar  in  any  of  tho  Mognl  ofsueoemionooiddBothe  very  well  ascertained 

previnoee,  in  caee  the  romal  of  tho  oonstitn-  to  an  oflice  like  that  of  tho  nabobs  which 


tien  of  that  empire  should  ever  again  take  hereditary  only  by  die  appoinlment  u£  the 

phiice.  Mogul.    The  isroo  by  lawfiii  vrives  wnoU 

An  anetfcm  was  now  opened  bofixo  tho  nnlnmlly  be  preferred  by  dieeo  who  meant  thn 

EngtiriioouneilatCahama.  MahemedReaa  quiet  of  the  country.    But  a  mere  doublfal 


Cawn  Ind  largely ;  Nundoomw  bid  largely,    tide  was  prefiaved,  as  bsCtor  adapted  to  the 
The  circumslanoes  of  these  two  rivala  at  tho    pmpoom  of  extortion  and  penilatiwi.    Thin 


nabob's  eonrt  were  eqnally  fatfomaUo  to  dm    misereblo  SMCcessien  was  sdU,  ^  the  eldest 
pretensions  of  eaeh.    But  tho  propenderatmg    of  tim  issue  ef  Munny  Bogum,  an  haflot, 


merits  of  Mahomed  Reia  Cawn,  arising  iinm  brought  in  to  poUnto  tho  hanm  of  the  seragli(v 

tho  subjection,  in  which  he  wan  likely  to  keep  of  whom  you  will  hear  much  hereafter,  wm 

tho  nabob,  and  make  him  fitter  fer  die  purpose  chosen.     H/ soon  snooaedsd  to  the  gramw 

ofcont{nuedexactiens,mdiioed  the  council  to  Another  eon  of  the  saaio  prostitute  sncoeeded 

to  take  his  money,  which  amounted  to  about  to  the  snmo  unhappy  throne,.and  fiiUowed  to 

£.ttO,00(K    Be  (he  sum  paid  what  it  may,  it  the  same  untiroely  grave.    Every  suooemion 

was  certainly  a  largo  one.    In  consetpMieo  of  wan  soU;  and  between  vunalsoBosmieM,  and 

which  tho  council  attempted  to  mveet  Mahonn  venal  pevelutionB,  in  a  very  &w  years  seven 

ad  Resa  Cawn  with  die  ofikse  ef  naab  mufanh  prinees  and  six  sales  worn  seen  suneesoi«ely« 

or  deputy  viceroy.     As  to  Himdeonmr,  th^  BsngaL    Tbniastwns  ammor,  dm  iwue  «f a 

feR  upon  him  widi  a  vongefiii  fiiry :  he  fought  legitimBto  wife,  ndnntted  to  sueoeed'hecnose 

his  battle  as  well  as  he  midd;  ho  apposed  a  mmor,  and  becauss  them  was  none  illngitip 

Wibo  to  bribe,  eagle  to  eagle;  bnt  at  Imigdi  ho  mato  left.    He  wne  inslandy  stripped  of  tho 

WW  driven  to  die  wall.    Soam  raoeivsd  his  attpwaace  ofUaprofenitors,  andrednoadtoa 
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itamed  lo  the  cod  of  Mr.  Hastingi't  waj  like  a  retiring  lion,  tuining  his  bee  to  his 

Mot,  to  fiaaith  eemlant  aowcae  «f  punueiB.    He  ttill  ibugfat  aJoag  his  frontier, 

bribery  and  plunder  lo  him  and  his  creatoree.  His  ability  and  hia  oKxiej  drew  to  his  caan 

The  oApring  of  Mttuy  Begooi  diaging,  the  soubakdar  of  OudOi  the  funoua  Shuja  ni  TLa  W««£tia^«^#v- 

■a  iria  fttbtr  dki,  to  NundceMr,  thej  tat*  Do«rb.    The  Mogul  eoteied  into  these  waia,  [t     \^^2i  • 

NwksoBiar  froai  hia  akle,  aa  they  had  dona  and  penetrated  into  the  lower  provinoea  on  one  ^    (/I'evcu:^  0  A  lujf* 

frooi  tike  aide  of  hia  lather,  and  carried  ^m  lida,  whilst  Bulwant  Sing,  the  rajah  oi  Be-     J 


aaasortafpraaoBeriaCale«tta;wheia,  nares,  eniarad  then  on  another.  After  varkwa 
bad  ibe  waabaasa  to  baema  the  lint  changes  of  party,  and  changea  of  fortune,  the 
r,  he  waassadetbe  fintenmple.   TUs    bHs,  wUeb  began  in  the  treadiery  of  the  civil 

poshsd  la  the  wall^  aad  Innrnv,  thai  aervioe,  was,  as  I  have  befixe  reiMrfced,  re- 

tha  nan  be  bad  ta  deal  with,  was  de^smia  deened  by  miUtaiy  neriL    Many  examplea 

and  cruel  in  his  reaeatmems,  rssolvea  on  tlia  of  tba  saoM  sort  hare  since  been  seen. 

§tm,  blow,  and  ontera  beiwa  the  oounsil  a  re-  Whilst  theas  tbingn  were  iraiMaaied  in  India, 

Ipdaraafciantion  in  writing,  of  WibeiyagaiaBt  tbaaoartofdirectora  in  London,  hearing  of  so 

Air.  Hastings.    In  bis  prefces  la  thai  cbarga  wmmj  changes,  bearing  of  snob  aa  incredible 

ha  aaeasea  hiaMtf  lor  what  is  oaosidorad  to  nMi  of  perfidy  and  venality,  knowing,  that 

ba  an  act  eqoally  iassna  and  wieked,  and  aa  tb«ra  waa  a  general  market  made  of  the 

tba  ana  iaaxpiaUe  criaie  of  an  Indian— tha  coaaliy  and  of  the  company ;  that  the  6ania 

diaaoaaiy  of  the  money  ba  giraa  j    that  Mr.  of  war  spread  from  province  to  province;  that, 

Hnatings  had  dedaiedly  delewiined  on  hia  laii^  inproporlionaaitspread,  the  fire  gbwed  with 

aad  toaoooaipUsb  ithad  newly  aasooiated Mm*  angmsnted  fiereeaoH ;  and  that  the  rapacity, 

self  with  one  Meban  Pnmad,  a  name  I  wish  which  originally  gave  rise  to  it,  was  following 

yonr  levMiips  to  rsmembar,  a  bitter  enen^  of  it  in  all  ila  progreas;  the  company,  my  lorda, 

bia,  aa  infiumos  panoo,  whom  Mr.  Haatinga  alarmed  not  only  for  their  acquisitions  bat 

hmr  to  ba  sacb,  and  as  sack  had  tvDod  him  their  eiisteoee,  and  finding  theuMelves  sinking 

oal  of  hia  hease ;  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  lately  lower  and  lower  by  every  victory  Ibey  obtained, 

wifaliwd,  and  held  ireysat  eosMDannioaliBns  thonght  it  neososaiy  at  length  to  come  to  some 

wilb  Una  Mebaa  Penuad,  the  sakjeet  of  ^TSlamandsoaieaeiUemeot.  After  eeroposing 

wUoh  ba  had  nodoabt  was  bis  tvm.    la  tba  their  diiiawnes  with  Lord  Olive,  they  sent 

year  1776  he  waa  hanged  by  ihoaa  iacerrupt  him  out  to  that  coimiiy  about  the  year  1765, 

Baglish  judges,  who  wers  seal  to  ladta  1^  m  order,  fay  his  name,  weight,  authority,  and 

pofliamant  to  pioiaot  the  naiivea  from  oppiaa  vigonr  of  mind,  to  give  some  sort  of  form  and 

sien.  atidiilhy  to  goverment,  and  to  rectify  the 

Tour  kMidsbipa  win  obaerre,  that  this  new  ianuinifable  abuaesi  which  prevailed  there; 

sale  of  the  office  of  aunistem  suceeaded  to  the  and  particularly  that  great  sowce  of  diaordara, 

safe  of  that  of  naboba.    All  theae  varied  and  that  fundamental   abuse    preaeuis :  for  the 

aneeemive  sales  shook  the  coualiy  to  piaeaa.  bribes,  by  which  all  these  revolutions  were 

As  if  tboae  miseiable  eifaaustad  pioviaeas  ware  bought,  had  nol  the  aaam  of  coaditkws,  stipi^ 

toba  cured  of  iaanitioB  by  phlebotomy— ^ib  latioim,  or  rewards ;  they  even  had  the  free 

Ooaaim  AHy  was  racking  it  abova,  the  osos-  tnd  graniitoas  style  ofptcasaia.    The  rocet- 

paay  were  drawing  off  all  ita  nutriment  bebw.  van  contended,  that  tliey  were  mere  gratuities 

A  dreadfol,  an  extensive,  and  moat  chargeable  given  for  aerrice  dene,  or  SMre  tokens  of  9^ 

warfoUowed.  Half  the  northern  force  of  India  foction  and  gratitude  to  the  partiea.    They 

poured  down  like  a  torraat  on  Bengal,  eadain  may  give  tbam  what  names  they  plsaae,  and 

gered  oar  existence,  and  exhaasted  all  our  re-  your  lordsbtpa  will  think  of  them  what  you 

somves.    The  war  waa  the  frait  of  Mr.  Hm-  pleaae.    But  they  ware  the  donatiom  of  mi- 

tiufi's  cabals.    Ila  termnuuion,  aa  usual,  waa  tsiy  to  power,  the  gifts  of  sufierers  to  tha 

the  result  of  the  military  merit,  sad  the  for-  oppressours;  and  nansequeatly,  where  tbey 

tnneof  this  nation.  Coosim  AHy,  after  having  prevailed,  they  left  no  esrtain  property  or  fised 

been  defeated  by  the  miliiary  genius  and  spirit  ■taationtoaayBBaniBladia,fiamtbehi^Mst 

of  Engbmd,  (for  the  Adamsm,  Monroee,  aad  to  the  loweat. 

otbara  of  tl^  period,  I  believe,  showed  aa  mack  Tbs  court  of  diraetors  sent  out  orders  to 

skill  and  bravery  as  any  of  their  predeoeoaon^)  eniarga  tbs  servania'  oovenaala,  with  new  and 

in  his  Sight  swept  away  above  three  milliona  severe  dawsws,  strongly  proUbitiag  the  prao- 

ia  money,  jewels,  or  effects,  out  of  a  oouatry,  tioe  of  receiviag  presents.    Lord  Clive  hia»- 

whiek  be  bad  phmderad  and  esbaiHted  by  h»  aelfbadbean  a  krp  raoeifer  of  them.    Yet 
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u  it  was  in  tLe  mooMiit  oft  rovolutioiii  wMch  r^ettabliilMd  him  in  »  ■ecorai  otfy  indepen 

gave  them  all  they  poflsemd,  iho  company  doocy.    Ha  confirnod  himi  under  the  Britiah 

would  hoar  no  more  of  it.     They  wnt  him  gaurantee,  in  the  rich  principality,  which  he 

out  to  refonn — whether  they  chxm%  wdl  or  ill,  held. 

does  not  signify.  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  The  Mogul,  the  head  of  the  MuaeulnMui 
they  chose  well ;  because  his  name  and  autho-  religion  in  India,  and  of  the  Indian  empire,  a 
rity  could  do  much.  They  sent  him  out  to  head  honoured  aiid  eeteemeil  eren  in  its  roins, 
redreas  the  grievances  of  that  country,  and  it  be  procured  to  be  recognized  by  all  the  persons, 
was  necessary  he  should  be  well  armed  tar  that  were  connected  with  hii  empire.  The 
that  service.  They  sent  him  out  with  such  rsnts,  that  ought  to  be  paid  to  the  vbier  of  the 
powers  as  no  servant  of  the  company  ever  empire,  he  gave  to  the  visereL  Thus,  our 
held  before.  I  would  not  be  understood  here  alliances  were  cemented;  our  enemies  were 
in  my  own  character,  much  less  in  the  dele-  reconciled ;  all  Asia  was  eonriliaiiwi  by  our 
eated  character,  in  which  I  stand,  to  contend  seUlement  with  the  king, 
for  any  man  in  the  totality  of  his  conduct.  To  that  unhappy  iugitive  king,  driven  firom 
Perhaps  in  some  of  his  measures  he  was  mis-  place  to  place,  the  sport  of  fortune,  now  an 
taken,  and  in  some  of  his  acts  reprehensible :  emperour,  and  now  a  prisoner,  prayed  for  in 
but  justice  obliges  me  to  say,  that  the  plan,  every  mosque,  in  which  his  authority  was  coo- 
which  be  formed,  and  the  course,  which  he  spired  against,  o^ie  day  opposed  by  the  coin 
pursued,  were  in  general  great  and  well  ima-  struck  in  his  name,  and  the  other  day  sold  for 
gined  ;  that  he  laid  great  foundations,  if  they  it,  to  this  descendant  of  Tamerlane  he  allolted, 
had  been  properly  built  upon.  For,  in  the  with  a  decent  share  of  royal  dignity,  an  ho- 
first  place,  he  composed  all  the  neighbouring  nourable  fixed  residence,  where  he  might  be 
countries,  torn  to  pieces,  by  the  wars  of  Cos-  useful,  and  could  not  be  dangerous* 
aim  Ally,  and  quieted  the  apprehensions,  raised  As  to  the  Bengal  provinces,  he  did  not  take 
by  the  opinion  of  the  boundless  ambition  of  for  the  company  the  vice-royalty,  as  Mr. 
England.  He  took  strong  measures  to  put  Holwell  would  have  persuaded,  almost  foiood, 
an  end  to  agraat  many  of  the  abuses,  that  pr^  the  company  to  do ;  but,  to  satisfy  the  pnju- 
vailed  in  the  country  subject  to  the  company,  dices  of  the  Mahomedans,  the  country  was  left 
He  then  proceeded  to  the  upper  provinces;  in  the  hands  nominally  ofthesoubah  or  viceroy, 
and  formed  a  plan,  which,  for  a  military  man,  who  was  to  administer  the  criminal  justice  and 
has  groat  civil  and  political  merit.  He  put  the  exteriour  forms  of  royalty.  He  obtained 
a  bo^od  to  the  aspiring  spirit  of  the  company's  from  the  sovereign  the  dewannee.  This  is  the 
servants ;  he  limited  its  conquests ;  he  prescrib-  great  act  of  the  constitutional  entrance  of  the 
ed  bounds  to  itk  ambition.  First  (says  he)  company  into  the  body  politic  of  India.  It 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  country ;  what  you  have  gave  to  the  settlement  of  Bengal  a  fixed  con- 
obtained,  regulate ;  make  it  Imown  to  India,  stitutional  form,  with  a  legal  tide  acknowledg- 
that  you  resolve  to  acquire  no  more.  On  this  ed  and  recognized  now  for  the  first  time  by  all 
solid  plan  he  fixed  rvery  prince,  that  was  con-  the  natural  powers  of  the  country,  because  it 
oeraed  in  the  preceding  wars,  on  the  one  side  arose  from  the  charter  of  the  undoubted  ao- 
and  on  the  other  in  an  nappy  and  easy  settle-  vereign.  The  dewannee,  or  high-stewardship, 
roent.  He  restored  Shuja  ul  Dowla,  who  had  gave  to  the  company  tho  ocdlection  and  manage 
been  driven  firom  his  dominions  by  the  military  ment  of  tlie  revenue;  and  in  this  modest  and 
arm  of  Qreat  Britain,  to  the  rank  of  vizier,  civil  character  they  appeared  not  the  oppres- 
and  to  the  dominion  oC  the  territories  of  Oude.  soun  but  the  nrotectors  of  the  people.  This 
With  a  generosity,  that  astonished  all  Asia,  scheme  had  all  the  real  power,  without  any 
he  reinstated  this  expelled  enemy  of  his  nation  invidious  appearance  of  it;  it  gave  (hem  the 
peaceably  upon  his  throne.  And  this  ftct  of  revenue,  without  the  parade  of  sovereignty, 
politic  generosity  did  more  towards  quieting  On  this  double  foundation  the  government  was 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  Asia  than  all  the  ter>  happily  settled.  Tho  minds  of  the  natives 
rour,  great  as  it  was,  of  the  English  arms.  At  were  quieted.  The  company's  territories  and 
the  same  time  Lord  Clive,  generous  to  all,  took  views  were  circumscribed.  The  arm  of  force 
peculiar  care  of  our  friondb  and  allies.  He  was  put  out  of  sight.  The  imperial  name 
took  care  of  Bulwant  Sing,  the  great  rajah  of  covered  every  thing.  The  power  of  the  purse 
Benares,  who  had  taken  our  part  in  the  war.  was  in  the  hand  of  tho  company,  l^e  power 
He  secured  him  from  the  revenge  of  Shuja  ul  of  the  sword  was  in  eflTect  so,,  as  they 


Dowla.    The  Mogul  had  granted  us  the  sn-     tracted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  army.  The 
periority  over  Bulwant  Siog.    Lord  Clive    company  had  a  revsnueofa  million  and  a  halt 
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badiniaedfrlnfraniuqrradtti^  fMd^bmm.    f t  ww  eoapond  of  Ifr.  V«». 

,  j«C  tlw  difMij  of  Ae  eoiat  ailtaffC,  Bfr.  Pord,  aad  Mr.  SeriAcai.    Tha 

1;  dM  prejiidic—  and  iatorMla  oafcriaMt*  «ad  of  ibat  oommiwioo  k  laowa 

rf  die  MahonwihM,  wad  p«rt>ed«rty  of  tiieir  to  ftV  Ae  traiii :  Imc  I  nrantioo  it  in  older  It 


.jr,  «Ik>  had  aoftred  mom  hj  tfaii  grMt    alato,  diat  dim  noeipt  of  pri 

thu  the  oU  iahahiflii  of  tho    dered  u  ooo  of  tho  mtwmaem,  which 


r,  ..^^  OMwdted:  fiir  bv  this  piba  a  preTmil«d  ia  India;  and  that  dia 

of  £.fiSO,000  wia  aaoiod  on  the  vio^  «id«r  that  oonmiarioa  were  ordered  u|ion  no 

enahled  lo  praridem  aeooaat  whatever  to  take  preoMto.    Upon  dw 

i^reat  fcnriHoa     The  nufonuuato  calaalrophe,  which  happooed,  the 

this  plan,  in  order  to  fninianj  waa  preparing  to  aend  oat  another  far 

secoraiy,  and  to  avoid  the  rectification  of  these  grierances,  whan 

Ihein  into  the  hands  of  ptoiiarasnt  thoi^ht  it  necessaiy  to  aupsnede 

Bf  ahoaed  RecaCawn,  whom  JUad  Clire  IbinMl  that  cowsaiswion    to  take  the  aMitter  mtu  their 


in  the  BMnafenisat  of  a&irs,  andTdid  not  dis-  own  liaaKls,and  to  appoint 

place;  and  he  was  now  made  deputy  stewaid  in  a  pariiasssntary  way  (of  which  Mr.  Hstiiafs 

to  the  company,  as  he  had  been  heiSire  lien-  was  one)  for  the  b^ter  gniiiniiiisal  of  that 

'Viceroy  to  the  ndbob.    A  British  resi-  eoontiy.    Mr.  Hastings,  as  I  nnist  msntion  to 

at  Moonhodabad  was  establiibed  as  a  your  lonfahipSi  soon  dler  the  dsposition  aad 

The  oosapany esercised  their  |iowsr  reatovation  of  Jafller  Ally  Ciwa,  and  beftra 

the  refrane  in  tiie  first  instance,  tfarongh  Lord  GHve  arrived,  qir^'id  tor  a  while  the 

the  natives,  bnt  the  British  reUdent  was  in  sesae,  in  which  be  hM  been  so  mischie- 


lenlity  the  great  oMver.  vonsly  employed,  and  rsttvnod  to  England  to 

If  ever  diis  nation  stood  in  a  situation  of     strengtheo  hinsalf  by  thoae  cabals,  which  again 


^ory  throo^boat  Asia,  it  was  in  that  moment.     Mot  him  out  with  new  anthority  to  porane  the 
Bm  as  1  hnre  said,  some  material  erronre  and     eoorses,  which  were  the  natural  aaqud  to  his 


wers  ooasmittod.    After  the  forma-  IbraMr  proosedings.  He  rstumsd  to  India  with 

tion  of  Ibis  plan,  I^ord  Clive  mdortunately  did  great  power  indeed ;  finrt,  to  a  asal  in  coundl 

ast  atay  ksig  enough  in  the  coontry  to  give  at  Fori  St.  Chsorge,  and  fiom  thence  to  sueoesd 

iteney  to  the  aseasurea  of  reformation  he  to  the  preaideney  of  Fort  William.     On  him 


bad  mdertaken,  bnt  rapidly  retmned  to  Eng>  the  company  placed  their  chief  reliance.  Hap- 
land  ;  and  after  his  departure  the  government,  py  had  it  been  for  them,  happy  for  India,  and 
that  continued,  had  not  vigour,  or  authority,  to  for  England,  if  his  conduct  had  bsra  such  as  to 
support  the  settlemeot  then  made;  andoonsi-  spare  your  lordships  and  the  Commons  the 
derable  abuses  began  to  prevail  in  every  quarter,  aidiihitian  of  this  day. 
Another  capital  period  in  our  history  here  When  this  government,  with  Mr.  HaMings 
eomnences.    Those,  who  succeeded  (though    at  the  head  of  it,  was  settled,  Moorshedabad 

Ibelieveaneof  diem  wasoneofthehonestest  did  still  continue  die  ssal  of  the  native  govern 

BMn»  that  ever  served  the  oompeny,  1  mean  meat,  and  of  all  the  coOections.    Here  the 

govemour  Yorelst)  had  not  weight  enough  to  company  wss  not  satisfied  widi  placing  a  r^ 

pome  the  syetem  of  the  service,  and  conse-  sident  at  the  dubar,  which  was  Uw  fir«  sto>  to 

qaendy  many  abuses  and  grievances  agam  eur  aawiming  die  gererament  in  that  country, 
prevailed— supervisors  were  appomted  to  every     Theae  steps  must  be  traced  by  your  lordships, 

dirtrict,  as  a  cheek  on  die  native  colleetoiv,  for  I  should  never  have  givea  you  this  trouble, 

and  to  report  every  abwe,  as  it  should  arise,  if  it  was  not  necessary  to  possem  you  clearly 

But  they,   who  were  appointed  to  redress  of  the  several  progressive  steps,  by  which  Ui 

grievances,  were  themselves  accused  of  hemg  company's  govemaaent  came  to  be  established 

guUty  of  them.    However  die  disoideis  wera  and  to  supersede  the  native.    The  next  step 

•ot  of  that  violent  kind,  which  preceded  Mr.  was  Uie  appointment  of  supervisors  in  every 

Hastings's  departure,  norsoch  as  fbUowod  his  piwince,  to  oversee  the  native  coUeclor.    The 

retun».^no  ineroenary  wars—no  merceaary  third  was  lo  establish  a  general  council  of 

revolutions,  no  extirpation  of  nations,  no  view  nnrenoe  at  Moorshedabad,  to  superintend  the 

lent  ooovaisions  in  the  revenue,  no  subversion  p^at  steward  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn.     la 

of  aniiept  houses,  no  general  sales  of  any  I77t  that  council  by  Mr.  Haslmgs  was  over- 

deaoiptions  of  men— none  of  these,  but  cer-  turaod,  and  the  whole  management  of  the  re- 

tainly  such  grievances  as  made  it  neoessary  venae  brought  to  Galcutto.    Mahomed  Reza 

far  the  company  to  send  out  anodicr  oonimi».  Cawn,  by  ordera  of  the  company,  was  turned 

■on  in  1109,  with  initnictions  pointing  out  the  out  of  all  his  offices,  and  tuned  out  for  raascvt 
Vol.  111.-21 
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wd  principlM,  which  your  lordthipt  wUI  herfr-  offiae ;  it  is  a  head  of  the  law  of  Eagkdid, 

after  lee ;  and  at  last  the  dewaiuwe  was  en-  and,  so  far  as  ideriour  oourls  are  oompeieiit 

%in\y  taken  out  of  the  native  hands,  snd  set-  to  try  it,  may  be  tried  in  them.    Hero,  yov 

l!od  in  the  supreme  council  and  presidency  lordships*  competence    is  plenary;  you  an 

itself  in  Calcutta ;  and  so  it  remained  until  the  fully  competent  both  to  inquire  into,  and  to 

year  1781,  when  Mr.  Hastings  made  another  punish  the  offence.    And,  first,  I  aih  to  slats 

revolution,  took  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  bih  to  your  lordships,  by  the  direction  of  thoso, 

preme  council,  in  which  the  orders  of  the  wh<»n  I  am  bound  to  obey,  the  principles,  oa 

Mmpany,  an  act  of  parliament,  and  their  own  which  Mr.  Hastings  declares  he  has  ooodiict- 

act  had  vested  it,  and  put  it  into  a  subordinate  ad  his  govemnent;  principles,  which  he  has 

oottncil~4hat  is,  it  was  entirely  vested  in  avowed— first,  in  several  letters  written  to  the 

himaeif.  East-India  Company^— next,  in   a  paper  of 

Now  your  lordships  see  the  whole  of  the  defence,  delivered  to  the  House  of  Commons, 

revolutions.    I  have  stated  them,  I  trust,  with  explicitly ;  and  mors  explicitly  in  his  defenDO 

perq>icuity — stated  the  grounds  and  principles  before  your  lordships.    Nothing  in  Mr.  Haa> 

Dpon    which  they  were   made— stated   the  tinge's  proceedings  is  so  curious  as  his  so> 

abuses,  th^  grew  upon  them — and  that  every  v«ul  defences ;  and  nothing  in  the  defences  is 

revc^tion  produced  its  abuSe.    Tou  saw  the  so  singular,  as  the  principles,  upon  which  he 

native  government  vanish  by  degrees,  until  it  proceeds.    Your  lordships  will  have  to  decide 

was  reduced  to  a  situation  fit  for  nothing  but  not  only  \xpoa  a  large,  oonnecfced,  systematic 

to  become  a  private  perquisite,  as  it  has  been  train  of  misdemeanours,  but  an  equally  oon- 

to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  to  be  granted  to  whom  nected  system  of  principles  and  mavims  of 

he  pleased.    The  English  government  sue-  government,  invented  to  justify  those  misds- 

ceeded,  at  the  head  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  meanours.    He  has  brought  them  forward  and 

wasplaced  by  an  act  of  parliament,  having  be-  avowed  them  in  the  fece  of  day.     He  has 

fore  held  the  office  of  president  of  the  council —  hfAd\y  and  insultingly  thrown  them  in  the  fikce 

the  express  object  of  both  these  appointments  of  the  representatives  of  a  free  people,  and  wo 

being  to  redress  grievances ;  and  within  theae  cannot  pass  them  by  without  adopting  theoB. 

two  periods  of  his  power,  as  president  and  I  am  directed  to  protest  against  those  grounds 

fovemour-general,  were  those  crimes  commit-  and  principles,  upon  which  he  frames  his  d^ 

ted,  of  which  he  now  stands  accused.    All  this  fence  ;   for,  if  those  grounds  are  good  sad 

history  is  merely  by  way  of  illustration--hi8  valid,  they  carry  off  a  great  deal  at  least,  if 

crimination  begins  from  his  nomination    to  notentirely  the  foundation  of  our  charge.    Mj 

the  presidency ;  and  we  are  to  consider  how  k>r^,  we  contend,  thai  Mr.  Hastings,  as  a 

he  comported  himself  in  that  station,  and  in  British  govemour,  ought  to  govom  on  British 

his  office  of  govemour-general.  principles,  not  by  British  forms— God  foibid ; 

The  fint  thing,  in  considering  the  merits  for,  if  ever  there  was  a  case,  in  which  the 

or  demerits  of  any  govemour,  is  to  have  some  letter  kills  and  the  spirit  gives  life,  it  wouM  be 

test,  by  which  they  are  to  be  tried.     And  an  attempt  to  introduce  British  forms  and  the 

here,  my  lords,  we  conceive,  that  when  a  Bri-  substance  of  despotic  principles  together  into 

tish  govemour  is  sentabroad,  he  is  sent  to  pur-  any  country.     No.    We  call  for  that  spirit 

sue  iJbn  good  of  the  people  as  much  as  possible  of  equi^,  tfiat  spirit  of  justice,  that  spirit  of 

in  the  spirit  of  ^  laws  of  this  country,  which  protection,  that  spirit  of  lenity,  which  ou^  to 

in  all  respects  intend  their  conservation,  their  characterize  every  British  subject  in  power ; 

happiness,  and  their  prosperity.    This  is  the  and  on  tliese,  and  these  principles  only,  ha 

principle,  upon  which  Mr.  Hastings  was  bound  will  be  tried. 

tu  govern,  and  upon  which  he  is  to  account  for  But  he  has  told  your  lordships,  in  his  <!•• 

his  cmiduct  here.  fence,  that  actions  in  Asia  do  not  bear  the 

His  rule  was,  what  a  British  goverttour,  same  moral  qualities,  which  the  same  acliooa 

intrusted  with  the  power  of  this  counU7,  was  would  bear  in  Europe, 

bound  to  do,  or  u>  forbear.    If  he  has  perform-  My  lords,  we  positively  deny  tliat  principle 

ed,  and  if  he  has  abstained,  as  he  ought,  die-  t  am  authorized  and  called  upon  to  deny  it. 

mifs  him  honourably  acquitted  from  your  bar —  And  having  stated  at  large  what  he  means  1^ 

otherwise  cortdeOin  him.    He  may  resort  to  aaying,  th^  the  same  actions  have  not  the 

other  principles  mikI  to  other  maxims ;  but  same  qualiiiee  in  Asia  and  in  Europe,  we  are 

thij  coimtry  win  ('^rce  h\m  to  bo  tried  by  its  to  let  your  lordships  know,  that  these  gentle 

laws.     Tlie  Ixh  of  this  country  recognizes  menhave  formed  a  plan  of  ^eoj7t9)JUco'fi»oralily 

that  weU-knowtt  crime,  called  misoooduct  in  by  which  the  duties  of  men,  in  public  and  ia 
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prWato  titoatioiis,  are  not  to  be  fOfwiied  by  sntel  |>riBeiple&    And  m  this  plea  w  V>ld]y 

their  relaiion  to  the  great  Govemour  of  the  avowed  and  maintainad,  and  as,  no  doubt,  all 

anivcrsci  or  by  their  relation  to  mankind,  but  hb  oooduct  was  perfecUy  correspondent   to 

by  dimates,  degrees  of  longitude,  parallels  not  tbeoe  prmciples,  the  principles  and  the  conduct 

of  lile  but  of  latitudes ;  as  if,  when  you  bave  must  be  tried  together, 

crossed  the  equinuctial,  all  the  virtues  die,  as  If  your  lordships  wiO  now  pennit  me,  I 

they  say  sosoe  insect^  die,  when  they  crass  the  will  suie  one  of  the  many  plaOBs,  in  which 

fine ;  as  if  there  were  a  kind  of  baptism,  like  he  has  avowed  these  principles  as  the  basis 

that  practised  by  seamen,  by  which  they  ud-  and  ibondation  of  all  his  conduct.     *'  Tho 

baptize  themselves  of  aU,  that  they  learned  sovereignty,  which  they  aasumedt  it  fell  to 

in  Europe,  and  after  which  a  new  order  and  my  tot,   very  iniezpectadly,  to  exert;  and 

system  of  things  oooameaced.  whether  or  not  such  power,  or  powers  of  that 

This  geographical  morality  we  do  protest  natnre,  were  delegated  to  me  by  any  provi- 

againsU    Mr.  Hastings  shall  not  screen  him-  sioos  of  any  act  of  parliament^  I  confess 

self  under  it ;  and  on  this  poim  I  hope  and  myself  too  littlo  of  a  lawyer  to  pronounce, 

trust  many  words  will  not  be  neoeesory  to  sa-  I  only  know,  that  the  acceptance  of  the  sov^ 

tisfy  your  Lordships.    But  we  think  it  neoe»>  reignty  uf  Benares,  &c.  is  not  acknowledged 

swy,  in  justification  of  ourselves,  to  dedare,  or  admitted  by  any  act  of  parliament ;  and 

that  the  laws  of  morality  are  the  same  evevy  yet,  by  the  particular  interierence  of  the  ma> 

irtiere ;  and  that  there  is  no  action,  which  jority  of  the  council,  the  company  is  clearly 

would  pass  for  an  act  of  eslortion,  of  prrnb  and  indisputably  seized  af  that  sovereignty.^ 

tion,  of  bribery,  and  of  oppression  in  En^and,  So  that  this  gendeman,  because  he  is  not  a 

that  is  not  an  act  of  extortion,  of  peodatioii,  lawyer,  nor  clothed  with  those  robes,  vdiieh 

of  bribery,  and  oppression  in  Europe,  Asia,  distinguish  and  wsU  dlstinguisls  the  learning 

Africa,  and  all  the  worid  over,    Thti  I  ooo>  cf  this  country,  is  not  to  know  any  thing  cl 

tend  for,  not  in  the  technical  Ibnas  ef  it,  but  1  his  duty  ;  and  whether  he  was  bound  by  any, 

oootend  for  it  in  the  substance.  or  what  act  of  pariiament,  is  a  thing  he  'is 

Mr.  Hastings  comes  before  your  lordships  not  lawyer  enough  to  know.    Now,  if  your 

not  as  a  British  govemour  answering  to  a  kirdsbips  will  suffer  the  laws  to  be  brdcen  by 

British  tribunal,  but  as  a  soubahdar,  as  bashaw  those,  who  are  not  of  the  long  rob^i,  I  am 

of  three  tails.    He  says,  **  I  had  an  arbitrary  alhiid  those  of  the  long  robe  will  have  none 

power  to  exercise :  I  exercised  iL    Slaves  I  to  punish  but  those  of  their  own  profession, 

found  tho  people  ;  slaves  they  are,  they  are  so  He  therefore  goes  to  a  law  he  is  better  ae- 

by  their  constitution ;  and  if  they  are,  I  did  quainted  with ;  that  is,  the  bw  of  arbitrary 

not  make  it  for  them.     I  was  unfortMsatsly  powsr  and  force,  if  it  deserves  to  be  called  by 

bound   to  exercise  this  arbitrary  power,  and  the  name  of  law.    "  If,  therefore,"  says  he, 

accordingly  I  did  mcercive  it.    Ii  was  disa-  "  the  sowrrigvi^  of  Benares,  ss  ceded  to  us  by 

greeable  to  me,  but  1  did  exersise  it,  and  no  the  vizier,  have  mg  rigku  whatetm  annexed 

other  power  can  be  exercised  in  thai  oounlzy.'*  to  it,  (and  be  not  a  mere  empty  word  without 

This,  if  it  be  let^^,  is  a  pl^a  in  bar.    But  £  meaning,)  those  rights  must  be  such  as  are 

trugt  and  hope  yuur  lordships  will  not  judge  by  held, countenanced,  and  established  by  the  lew, 

laws  and  institution's,  wbirii  you  do  not  know,  custom,  and  usage  of  the  Mogtil  empire,  and 

against  those  lawb  ^ jd  institutions,  iriiidi  yon  not  by  the  provisions  of  any  British  act  of 

do  know,  and  und'*r  whose  power  and  aoUm-  parliament  hitherto  enacted.  T%o»e  rx^ht*^  and 

rity  Mr.  Hastings  wetd  tot  to  india.    Can  mme  other,  I  have  been  the  involuntary  iiistru- 

your  lordships  patiently  a.cijr   what  ate  have  ment  of  enforcing.    And  if  any  future  set  of 

heanl  with  indignation  eauv^-h,  arid  what,  if  parliament  shall  positively,  or  by  implication, 

there  were  nothmg  else,  %vouId  <&ll  these  prin-  tend  to  annihilate  those  very  rights,  or  their 

ciples  as  well  as  the  actions,  which  are  justi-  exertion,  as  I  have  exerted  them,  I  much  fear, 

fied  on  such  principles,  to  your  tordshtps*  bar ;  that  the  boasted  sovereignty  of  Benares,  which 

tJmt  it  may  be  known  whether  the  Peers  of  wss  held  up  as  an  acquisition  almost  obtruded 

England  do  not  sympathize  with  the  Commons  on  the  company  against  my  consent  and  opinioo^ 

IB  their  detestation  of  such  doctrine?    Think  (for  I  acknowle<%e,  that  even  then  I  foresaw 

of  an  Eriglish  govemour  tried  before  you  as  a  many  difficulties  and  inconveniences  in  its 

British  subject,  and  yet  declaring,  that  he  go-  future  exercise ;)  I  fear,  I  say,  that  this  sove- 

▼emed  on  the  principles  of  arbitrary  power,  rei^ty  will  be  found  a  burden  instead  of  a 

His  plea  is,  that  he  did  govern  there  on  arl^  benefit,  a  heavy  ctog  raUier  than  a  precious 

tnvy  and  despotic,  and,  as  he  supposes,  ori-  gem  to  its  present  poasessoon ;  I  mean,  unleai 
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dw  wMo  oT  ovr'tenitov}  in  thai  quarter  ahaB  by  tli«  eomtitotiali  of  hia  cooitry.    I  did  mK 

be  rounded  and  made  an  uniform  compact  make  it  for  htm,  but  would  have  aeoured  hini 

body  by  one  grand  and  systematic  arrange*  from  it.    Thoae,  who  made  him  a  zeroindafi 

mem  \  each  an  arrangement  as  ahall  do  away  entailed  upon  him  the  conaequencea  of  a9 

all  the  miachiefs,  doubts,  and  inconTeniences,  mean  and  depraved  a  tenure.     Ally  Verdy 

(both  to  the  govemoors  and  the  governed,)  Cawnand  Coasim  Ally  fined  all  their  zemitt* 

iriaing  irom  the  variety  of  tenurea,  rights,  and  dars  on  the  neceasiliea  of  war,  and  on  eveiy 

daims  m  all  cases  of  landed  property  and  pretence  either  of  oourt  necessity  or  oourt  ex* 

feudal  juriadiciion  in  India,  inien  the  iofi)r'>  travagaaoe.'*                                                / 

mality,  invalidity,  and  instabiHty  of  aU  engage*  My  lords,  you  have  now  heard  the  prinei* 

ments  in  so  divided  and  nnsettled  a  state  of  plea,  on  whidi  Mr.  Haatinga  governs  the  part 

•ooi^ ;  and  from  the  imavoidable  anarchy  of  Asia  subiected  to  the  British  empire.    Yon 

and  confusion  of  different  laws,  religions,  and  haveheard  hiaopiniooof  the  mean  aiid  deprav- 

prejudicAs,  moral,  civil,  and  politiea!,  all  jam*  ed  state  of  those,  who  are  subject  to  it.   Tpa 

bled  together  in  one  unnatural  and  diaoordaat  have  heard  hk  tecturs  upon  arbitrary  power, 

mass,    Every  part  of  Hindostan  hM  been  c6n»  which  he  states  to  be  the  constitution  of  Asia, 

vlantly  exposed  to  these  and  similar  disadvan<>-  Tou  hear  the  appUciUion  he  makea  of  it ;  and 

tages  ever  since  the  Mahomedan  cooqaestw*'  you  hear  the  practicea,  which  he  employe  ta 

**  The  HindAi^  who  never  inoovpormted  with  justify  it,  and  who  the  persons  were,  on  whose 

•chehr  eaoqueroms^  wen  kept  in  order  only  by  authority  he  relies,  and  whose  eample  be  pro* 

the  strong  band  of  power.    The  constant  ne*  leases  to  follow.     In  the  first  place,  your  lord* 

cessity  of  similar  exertions  would  increase  at  ^ips  vrill  be  asteoiahed  at  the  audacity,  vriik 

once  their  energy  and  extent,  so  that  rebdiion  whidi  he  speaks  of  his  own  administimtion, 

itself  is  the  parent  and  promoter  of  despotisro.  as  if  he  was  reading  a  speculative  lecture  ea 

(Bovereignty  in  India  implies  nothhig  else,  the  evils  attendant  upon  some  viticus  system 

For  I  know  not  bow  we  can  form  an  estimate  of  foreign  goveromeal,  in  which  he  had  no  sort 

of  its  powers,  but  iiroai  its  visible  effects,  and  of  concern  whatsoever.     And  then,  wbeft  ia 

those  are  every  where  the  same  from  Cabod  this  speculative  way  he  has  established,  or 

io  Assam.     The  whole  history  of  Asia  is  tliinks  he  has,  the  vices  of  the  government,  h* 

notlnng  mwe  than  precedents  to  prove  the  conceives  he  has  found  a  sufficient  apology 

invariable  nercise  of  arbitrary  power.     To  for  his  own  crimes.     And  if  he  violaiea  tba 

ail  this  I  strongly  alluded  in  the  minutes  I  d«-  most  solemn  engagements,  if  he  <yprsBses» 

Hvered  in  council,  when  die  treaty  with  the  -extorts,  and  robs,  if  he  imprisons,  confiscates^ 

new  vizier  was  on  foot  in  1775 ;  and  I  wished  banishes,  at  his  sde  will  and  pleasure,  whea 

to  make  Chdt  Sing  independent,  because  in  we  accuse  him  for  his  ill  treatment  of  the  peo* 

India  dependence  included  a  thousand  evils,  pie  commited  to  him  as  a  sacred  trust,  his  de* 

many  of  which  I  enumerated  at  that  tikne,  fence  is, — to  be  robbed,  violated,  oi^ressed  is 

and  they  are  entered  in  the  ninth  clause  of  their  privilege-^el  the  oonstitution  of  their 

the  furst  sectKHi  of  this  charge.    I  knew  the  country  answer  for  it.-^I  did  not  make  it  for 

powers,  with  which  an  Indian  sovereignty  is  them.    Slaves  I  found  them,  and  as  slaves  I 

armed,  and  the  dangers,  to  which  tributaries  have  treated  them,    I  was  a  despotic  prince, 

are  exposed.     I  knew,  that,  from  the  history  despotic  governments  are  jealous,  and  the  sidn 

of  Asia,  and  from  the  very  nature  of  mankind,  jects  prone  to  rebellion.     This  very  prone* 

the  subjects  of  a  despotic  empire  are  always  ness  of  the  subject  to  shake  off  his  aUegianoe 

vigilant  for  the  moment  to  rdwl,  and  the  sck  exposes  him  to  continual  danger  from  his  so 

vereign  is  ever  jealous  of  rebellious  intentions,  vereign's  jealousy ;  and  thu  is  consequent  on 

A  zemindar  is  an  Indian  subject,  and,  as  such,  the  pditical  state  of  Hindostanic  governments. 

exposed  to  the  common  k)t  of  his  fellows.  He  lays  it  ^own  as  a  rule,  that  despotism  is 

The  mean  and  depraved  afote  of  a  mere  temm-  the  genuine  constitution  of  India,  tint  a  dis* 

dor  is  therefore  this  very  dependence  above-  position  to  rebellion  in  the  subject,  or  de* 

mentioned  on  a  despotic  government,  this  very  pendant  prince  is  the  necessary  effect  of  this 

proneness  to  shake  off  his  allegiance,  and  despotism,  and  that  jeakiusy  and  its  canso» 

this  very  exposure  to  continual  danger  from  quencesnatnrallyariseon  tbepart  of  thesow- 

his  sovereign's  jealousy,  whidi  are  consequent  reign*— that  the  government  is  every  thing,  and 

on  the  political  state  of  Hirtdostanic  govern-  the  subject  nothing— Hhat  the  great  landed 

roents.     Bulwant  Sing,  if  he  had  beoi,  and  men  arsi  in  a  mean  and  depraved  state,  aad 

Cheit  Sing,  as  bng  as  he  waa,  a  zemindar,  sobject  to  muiy  evih. 

stood  exact^  in  this  mean  and  deprened  tUk  Such  a  sfatsof  things,  if  true,  wouU  w«i 
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nnt  cpnrlwtioM  directly  opposila  to  thoM,  itts  the  wfaol«  duty  of  ui EagUvh (novemour ? 

which  Mr.  Hutings  neans  to  draw  6roni  them,  I  believe,  that  till  this  time  ao  audacwBs  a  thing 

both  argomentatively,  and  practically,  6rat  to  was  never  aueaipied  by  man.-*- 

infliioooe  his  conduct,  and  then  to  bottom  hia  He  have  arbitrary  power !    My  lords,  the 

defence  of  it.  Eaat-India  Company  have  not  arbitrary  power 

Periiaps  yoa  will  imagine,  that  the  man,  to  give  him ;  the  king  haa  no  arbitrary  power 

who  avows  theae  priociplos  of  arbitrary  go-  to  give  him  ;  your  lordships  have  not ;  nor  the 

venmieat,  and  pleads  them  as  the  jiistifictlioB  Commons  ;  lior  the  whole  IcgishUtire.     We 

of  acts,  which  nothing  else  can  justify,  is  of  have  no  arbitrary  power  to  give,  because  ai^ 

opinion,  that  they  are  on  the  whole  good  for  hitraiy  power  is  a  thing,  whidi  neither  any 

Ihe  people,  over  whom  they  are  exercised,  man  can  hold  nor  any  man  can  givo.     N« 

The  very  reverse.    He  mentions  them  aa  hor^  oaan  can  bwfully  govern  himself  according  to 

ffiUe  things,  tending  to  inflict  on  the  people  a  his  own  will,  much  less  can  one  person  be  gap 

thousand  evils,  and  to  bring  on  the  ruler  a  eon*  Temed  by  the  will  of  another.    We  are  aB 

tinual  train  of  dangers.     Yet  he  states,  that  bom  in  subjactioo,  all  bom  equally,  hi^  and 

joat  acquisitions  in  India  will  be  a  detriment  low,  goverooun  and  goverood,  in  subjection  to 

nstead  of  an  advantage,  if  you  destroy  arbi*  one  great,  immutable,  pre-existeat  law,  prior 

trary  power,  unless  yon  can  reduce  ail  the  re*  to  all  our  devices,  and  prior  to  all  our  cock 

ligious  establishments,  all  the  civil  institutiottt,  trivuoes,  paramount  to  all  our  ideas,  and  all 

■ad  tenures  of  land,  into  one  onilbrai  man ;  ow  sensations,  antecedent  to  our  very  axia« 

i.  e.  unless  by  acts  of  arbitrary  power  yon  tence,  by  which  we  are  knit  and  connected  in 

•stinguish  all  the  laws,  rights,  and  rriigioas  the  eternal  framaof  the  univene,  out  of  which 

prineiplM  of  the  people,  and  fbroo  them  to  an  we  cannot  stir. 

milbrmity ;  and  on  that  uoifbrmily  build  a  This  great  law  does  not  arise  from  oar  con* 

lystem  of  arbitrary  power.  jvwatioos  or  mmpacts ;  on  the  contrary,  it  gives 

But  nothing  is  more  &lse,  thnn  that  deepo*  to  our  conventions  and  compacts  all  the  force 

tism  is  the  oonstttutioo  of  any  eounuy  in  Asia,  '  and  sanction  they  can  have  ;-^it  does  not  arise 

thai  we  are  acquainted  with.  It  iscertainly  not  from  our  vain  iastitaiionB.    JE^evy  good  gift  i« 

Into  of  any  Mahomedan  constitution.    But  if  of  Qod ;  all  power  in  of  QoA ;— and  He,  who 

it  were,  do  yoor  lordships  really  think,  that  has  given  the  power,  and  from  whom  akna  il 

die  nation  wouU  bear,  that  any  human  creature  originates,  will  never  suffer  the  exercise  of  it 

wonU  bear,  to  hear  an  English  govemour  d»-  to  be  practised  upon  any  leas  solid  fimndatioo 

lend  himself  on  such  principles  9  or,  if  he  can  than  the  power  itael£   If  then  all  dominion  of 

defend  himself  on  such  principles,  is  it  po»>  man  over  man  is  the  effect  of  the  divine  disposir* 

■ible  to  deny  the  oonchision,  that  no  man  in  tion,itisboandbytheetomallawsof  Him,  that 

India  has  a  security  for  any  thing,  but  by  being  gave  it,  with  whioh  no  human  authority  can 

totally  independent  of tlie  British  government i  dispense;  neither  he,  that  exercises  it,  nor 

Here  he  has  declared  his  opinion,  that  he  is  a  oven  those,  who  are  subject  to  it :  and,  if 

despotic  prince,  that  he  is  to  use  arbitrary  they  were  mad  enough  to  make  an  express 

power,  and  of  course  all  his  acts  are  covered  compact,  that  shoukl  release  their  magistrato 

with  that  shield.    "  /ibioie,  says  he,  lAe  eo»*  from  his  duty,  and  shauU  declare  their  lives, 

iCiteCisn  t^Ama  onfyjnm  iitpmetieeJ'    Will  liberties,  and  properties  dependent  upon,  not 

yoor  brdshipe  submit  to  hear  the  corrupt  prac*  rules  and  laws,  but  his  mere  capricious  will, 

tiees  of  mankind  made  the  principles  of  g(H  that  covenant  wouU  be  void.    The  scoeptor 

Teroment  ?— No ;  it  will  be  your  pride  and  gbry  «f  it  haa  not  his  authority  increased,  but  he 

to  teach  men  intrusted  with  power,  that,  in  has  his  crime  dooblod.    Therelbre  can  it  be 

their  use  of  it,  they  are  to  confimn  to  principles,  imagined,  if  this  be  true,  that  he  will  suffer 

■ad  not  to  draw  dieir  principles  frera  the  cor-  this  great  gift  of  government,  the  greatest,  the 

nipt  practice  of  any  man  whatever.     Was  best,  diat  was  ever  given  fay  (Sod  to  mankind, 

there  ever  heard,  or  couU  it  be  conceived,  that  to  be  the  plaything  and  the  sport  of  the  feeble 

a  govemour  would  dare  to  heap  up  all  the  evil  will  of  a  man,  who,  by  a  Uasphemoos,  absurd, 

pnctices,  aU  the  cruelties,  opprsssions,  extor«  and  petuhmt  usmpation,  woidd  place  hit  own 

tions,  corruptions,  briberies,  of  all  the  fero-  feeble,  contemptible,  ridiculous  will  in  the  place 

doos  OBOrpers,  desperate   robbers,  thieves,  of  ihe  divine  wisdom  and  justice  ? 

cheato,  and  jugflers,  that  ever  had  office  from  The  tide  cf  conqaest  makes  no  difference  at 

aae  end  of  Asia  to  another,  and  conaolidating  al.    No  conquest  can  give  auch  a  right  \  for 

all  this  mass  of  the  erimte  and  absurdities  of  oanqoe4t,  that  is  force,  cannot  convert  its  own 

hmbtcoiM  domaCioB  into  one  code,  Mlabliaii  iajastice  into  a  just  tide,  by  which  it  any  wda 
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othen  at  its  pleMure.  By  eom|ue«t,  which  ii  iMne  proteetkm.  It  Is  m  eoBtraidiction  it 
a  more  immedialo  desipiatioo  oT  the  hand  of  tenm ;  h  is  Masphemy  in  religioo ;  it  is  wick- 
God,  the  conquerour  siK»eod>  to  all  the  painful  odness  in  politici,  to  say,  that  any  man  can 
duties  and  subordinalioo  to  the  power  of  Qod,  have  arbitrary  power.  In  every  patent  of 
which  belonged  to  the  sovereign,  whom  he  has  office  the  duty  is  included.  For  what  else 
displaced,  just  as  if  he  had  come  in  by  the  does  a  magistrate  exist  ?  To  sirppose  for 
positive  law  of  some  descent,  or  some  election,  power  is  an  absurdity  in  idea.  Judges  are 
To  this  at  least  he  is  strictly  boiitid-— he  ought  guided  and  governed  by  the  eternal  laws  of 
to  govern  them,  as  he  governs  his  own  sub-  justice,  to  which  we  are  all  subject.  We  may 
jects.  But  every  wise  conquerour  has  gone  bite  our  chains  if  we  will,  but  we  shall  be 
much  further  than  he  was  bound  to  go.  It  made  to  know  ourselves,  and  be  taught,  that 
has  been  his  ambition  and  hia  policy  to  man  is  bom  io  be  governed  by  law ;  and  he, 
reconcile  the  vanquished  to  his  ibrtune,  to  that  will  substitute  wiU  in  the  place  of  it,  is 
show,  that  they  had  gained  by  the  change,  an  enemy  to  God. 
to  convert  their  momentary  suffering  into  a  Despotism  does  not  in  the  smalleet  degree 


long  benefit,  and  to  draw  from  the  humiliar  abrogate,  alter,  or  lessen  any  one  duty  of  any 
tion  of  his  eoeraiee  an  aocesaion  to  his  own  one  relation  of  life,  or  weaken  the  forcA  or 
glory.  This  has  been  so  constant  a  prac-  obligation  of  any  one  engagement  or  contract 
tice,  that  it  is  to  repeat  the  histories  of  all  whatsoever.  Despotism,  if  it  means  any  thing, 
4>olitic  conquerours  in  all  nations  and  in  all  that  is  at  all  defensible,  means  a  mode  ofgo^ 
times ;  and  I  will  not  so  much  distrust  your  verament,  bound  by  no  written  rules,  and  co- 
brdships'  enlightened  and  discriminating  stu-  eroed  by  no  controulling  magistracies,  or  weB 
dies  and  correct  memories,  as  to  allude  to  one  settled  orders  in  the  state.  But  if  it  has  na 
of  them.  I  will  only  show  yon,  that  the  court  written  law,  it  neither  does,  nor  can,  cancel 
of  directors,  under  vtdiom  he  served,  has  adop-  the  primeval,  indefeasible,  imalterable  law  of 
ted  that  idea,  that  they  constantly  inculcated  it  nature,  and  of  nations ;  and  if  no  magistracies 
to  him,  and  to  all  the  servants,  ^at  they  ran  a '  controul  its  exertions,  those  exertions  must  de- 
parallel  between  their  own  and  the  native  go-  rive  their  limitation  and  direction  either  from 
vemroent,  and  supposing  it  to  be  vwy  evildid  not  the  equity  and  moderation  of  the  ruler,  or  from 
hold  it  up  as  an  example  to  be  (bllov^ed,  but  at  downright  revolt  on  the  part  of  the  subject  by 
an  abuse  to  be  corrected ;  that  they  never  made  rebellion,  divested  of  alt  its  criminal  qualities. 
it  a  question,  whether  India  is  to  be  improved  The  moment  a  sovereign  removes  the  idea  of 
by  English  law  and  liberty,  or  English  law  and  security  and  protection  from  his  lubjects,  and 
liberty  vitiated  by  Indian  corruption.  declares,  that  he  is  every  thing,  and  they 

No,  my  lords,  this  arbitrary  power  is  not  to  nothing,  when  he  declares,  that  no  contract  ho 

be  had  by  conquest.    Nor  can  any^  sovereign  makes  with  them  can  or  ought  to  bind  him,  he 

have  it  by  succession,  for  no  man  can  succeed  then  declares  war  upon  them .   He  is  no  longer 

to  fraud,  rapine,  and  violence ;  neither  by  com-  sovereign ;  they  are  no  longer  subjects, 

pact,  covenant,  or  submission,— for  men  can-  No  man,  therefore,  has  a  right  to  arbitrary 

not  covenant  themselves  out  of  their  rights  and  power.    But  the  thought,  which  is  suggested* 

their  duties  ;  nor  by  any  other  means  can  ar-  by  the  depravity  of  him,  who  brings  it  forward, 

bitrary  power  be  conveyed  to  any  man.    Those,  is  supported  by  a  gross  confusion  of  ideas  and 

who  give  to  others  such  rights,  perform  acts,  principles,  which  your  lordships  well  know, 

tluit  are  void  as  they  are  given,  good  indeed  how  to  discern  and  separate.    It  is  manifest, 

and  valid  only  as  tendinc  to  subject  themselves  that  in  the   eastern  governments,   and   the 

and  those,  who  act  with  them,  to  the  divino  western,  and  in  all  governments,  the  supreme 

displeasure  ;  because  morally  there  can  be  no  power  in  the  state  cannot,  whilst  that  state 

such  power.    Those,  who  give,  and    those,  subsists,  be  rendered  criminally  responsible  for 

ii-fao  receive,  arbitrary  power  are  alike  criminal;  its  actions;  otherwise  it  would  not  be  the 

and  there  is  no  man  Init  is  bound  to  resist  it  to  the  aupreme  power.    It  is  certainly  true ;  but  tho 

best  of  his  power,  wherever  it  shall  show  its  actions  do  not  diange  their  naturv  by  loe<ing 

lace  to  the  world.    It  i&  a  crime  to  bear  it,  when  their  responsibility.  The  arbitrary  acta,  which 

it  can  be  raticxially  shaken  off.    Nothing  but  are  unpunished,  are  not  the  less  vitious,  though 

absolute  impotence  can  justify  men  in  not  ro>  none  btit  God,  the  conscience,  and  the  opi- 

sisiing  it  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability.  nions  of  mankind  take  cogniaanoe  of  them. 

Law  and  arbitrary  power  are  in  eternal  It  is  not  merely  so  in  this  or  that  govern- 

enmity.     Name  me  a  magistrate,  and  I  will  ment,  but  in  all  countries.    The  king  in  this 

name  property ;  name  me  power,  and  I  will  oountiy  is  undoubtedly  unaceooirtable  for  his 
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acdoDs.    T)ia  Housu  of  Lords,  if  it  sfaoaU        Tfaii  is  'ds  yodo  the  stale  uf  our  IndUo 

ever  exercfse>^(God  forbid  I  should  suspect  it  govenunent.     But  to  establish  it  so  in  right  as 

would  ever  do  what  it  has  never  done,)  but  well  as  in  fact,  is  a  thing  left  for  w.  to  begin 

if  it  shuuM  ever  abuse  its  judicial  power,  and  with, — the  first  of  mankind. 
give  such  a  judgment  as  it  ought  not  to  give,         For  a  subordinate,  arbitrary,  or  even  d«sp«>- 

wheilier  from  fear  of  popular  clanxNir  on  the  tic  power  never  was  heard  of  in  right,  claim, 

one  hand,  or  predilection  to  the  prisoner  on  the  or  authorized  practice.    Least  of  all  has  ii 

other ;   if  they  abuse  their  judgments,  there  is  been  heard  of  in  the  eastern  governments 

no  calling  them  to  an  account  for  it.    And  where  all  the  instances  of  severity  and  cruelty 

so,  i  f  the  Commons  should  abuse  their  power,—  fall   upon  govemours,  and  persons  intrusted 

nay,  if  ihey  should  have  been  so  greatly  delin-  with  power.  This  would  be  a  gross  coiitradic- 

quent  as  not  to  have  prosecuted  this  offender,  tioD.    Before  Mr.  Hastings  none  ever  cama 

ihey  could  not  be  accountidJe  for  it ;  there  is  befbre  his  superiours  to  claim  it;  because,  if 

no  punishbg  them  for  their  acts,  because  we  any  such  thing  could  exist,  he  claims  the  very 

exercise  a  part  of  the  supreme  power.  But  are  power  of  that  sovereign,  who  calls  him  to 

they  less  criminal,  less  rebellious  against  the  account. 

Divine  Majesty  ?  are  they  less  hateful  to  man,         But  suppose  a  roan  to  come  before  us,  dcny- 

whose  opinions  they  ought  to  cultivate  as  far  ing  all  the  benefits  of  law  to  the  people  under 

as  they  are  just  ?    No.    Till  society  fall  into  him,— and  yet,  when  he  is  called  to  account, 

a  state  of  dissolution,  they  cannot  be  account-  to  claim  all  the  benefits  of  that  law,  which  was 

able  for  their  acts.    But  it  is  from  confounding  made  to  screen  mankind  from  the  excesses  of 

the  unaccountable  character,  inherent  in  the  power :  such  a  claim,  I  will  venture  to  say,  is 

supr^e  power,  with  arbitrary  power,  that  all  a  monster,  that  never  existed  except  in  the  wild 

thisconfusionof  ideas  has  arisen.  imagination  of  some  theorist.    It  cannot  bo 

Even  upon  a  supposition,   that  arbitrary  admitted,  because  it  is  a  perversion  of  the 

power  can  exist  any  where,  which  we  deny  fundamental  principle,  that  every  power,  given 

totally,  and  which  your  lordships  will  be  the  for  the  protection  of  the  people  below,  should 

first  and  proudest  to  deny,  still  abscJute,  su-  be  responsible  to  the  power  abo?e.    It  is  to 

preme  dominion  was  never  conferred  or  dele-  suppose,  that  the  people  shall  have  no  laws 

gated  by  you ;  much  less,  arbitrary  power,  with  regard  to  him,  yet  when  As  comes  to  be 

which  never  did  in  any  case,  nor  ever  will  in  tried,  he  shall  claim  the  protection  of  those 

any  case,  time  or  country,  produce  any  one  of  laws,  which  were  made  to  secure  the  people 

the  ends  of  jusi  government.  from  his  violence  ;  that  he  shall  claim  a  fair 

It  is  true,  that  the  supreme  power  in  every  trial,  an  equitable  hearing,  every  advantage 

constitution  of  government  must  he  absolute ;  of  counsel,  (God  forbid  be  shoukl  riot  have 

and  this  may  be  corrupted  into  the  arbitrary,  them,)  yet  that  the  people  under  him  shall 

But  all  good  constitutions  have   established  have  none  of  those  advantages.    The  reverse 

certain  fixed  rules  for  the  exercise  uf  their  func-  is  the  principle  of  every  just  and  rational  pro- 

tions,  which  they  rarely  or  ever  depart  from,  cedure.    For  the  people,  who  have  nothing  to 

and  which  rules  form  the  security  against  that  use  but  their  natural  faculties,  ought  to  be 

worst  of  evils,  the  government  of  will  and  gently  dealt  with ;  but  those,  who  are  intrusted 

force  instead  of  wisdom  and  justice.  with  an  artificial  and  instituted  authority,  have 

But  though  the  supreme  (rawer  is  in  a  si-  in  their  hands  a  great  deal  of  the  force  of 

tuation  resembling  arbitrary,  yet  never  was  other  people ;  and  as  their  temptations  to  inju»- 

there  heard  of  in  the  history  of  the  world,  that  tice  are  greater,  so  their  means  are  infinitely 

is,  in  tliat  mixed  chaos  of  human  wisdom  and  more   effectual   for  mischief  by  turning    the 

folly,   such   a  thing  as  an  inlervwdiate  arbi-  powers  given  for  tho  preservation  of  society 

trary  power — that  is,  of  an  officer  of  govern-  to  its  destruction ;  so  that  if  an  arbirary  pro- 

ment,   who   is   to   exert  authority  over   the  cedure  be  justifiable,  a  strong  one  I  am  sure  is, 

people  wiilioul  any  law  at  all,  and  who  is  to  it  is  when  used  against  those,  who  pretend  to 

have  the  benefit  of  all  laws,  and  all  forms  of  law,  use  it  against  others. 

when  ho  Is  called  to  an  accoimt.  For  that  is  My  lords,!  will  venture  to  say  of  the  govern- 
to  let  a  wild  beast  (for  such  is  a  man  without  menta  of  Asia,  that  none  of  them  ever  had  au 
law)  loose  upon  the  people  to  prey  on  them  arbitrary  power;  and,  if  any  governments  had 
at  his  pleasure ;  whilst  all  tlie  laws,  which  an  arbitrary  power,  they  cannot  delegate  it  to 
ought  to  secure  the  people  against  the  abuse  of  any  persons  under  them ;  that  is,  they  cannot 
power,  are  employed  to  screen  that  abuse  so  delegate  it  to  others  as  not  to  leave  them 
Against   the  cries'  of  the  people.  accountable  on  the  principles,  upon  which  it 
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wu  givett.  Ab  this  b  4  cont^k^ion  ia  to  w  of  the  govaromenU  he  sppeais  to  is  UkI 
terrM,  a  gram  abeurdity  at  well  as  ft  tntMimm  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  tlie  emperour  of  the 
wkkedneai,  let  me  ny,  for  the  honou;  uf  hu-  Turks— JEb  an  arbitrary  power!  Why  he  haa 
man  nature,  that  although  undoubtedly  ire  may  not  tlie  supreme  power  of  his  own  country, 
speak  it  with  ihe  pride  of  England,  that  we  Every  one  knows,  that  the  Grand  Seignior  it 
have  better  institutions  for  the  preeerratioit  exalted  high  in  <>tie«,  as  our  prerogative  lawyer* 
of  the  rights  of  men,  than  any  other  country  in  exalt  an  abstract  sovereign,  and  he  cannot  be 
the  world ;  yet  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  exalted  higher  in  our  books.  I  say  he  is  de- 
country  has  wholly  meant,  or  ever  meant,  to  stitoteof  the  first  character  of  sovereign  power, 
gire  this  power.  He  cannot  lay  a  tax  upon  his  people. 

As  it  cannot  exist  in  right  on  any  rational  The  next  part,  in  which  he  misses  of  a 
and  solid  principles  of , government,  so  neither  sovereign  power,  is,  that  he  cannot  dispose  of 
does  it  exist  in  the  constitution  of  orieotal  the  life,  of  the  property,  or  of  the  liberty  of  any 
governments,  and  I  do  insist  upon  it,  that  of  hn  subjects,  but  by  what  is  called  the /cf^, 
oriental  governments  know  nothingof  arbitrary  or  sentence  of  the  law.  He  cannot  declare 
power.  I  have  taken  as  much  pains  as  I  could  peace  or  war  without  the  same  sentence  of 
to  examine  into  the  constitutions  of  them.  I  the  law ;  so  much  is  he,  more  than  European 
have  been  endeavouring  to  inform  myself  at  all  sovereigns,  a  subject  of  strict  law,  that  he  can- 
times  on  t})is  subject ;  of  late,  my  duty  has  led  not  declare  war  or  peace  without  it.  Then, 
me  to  a  more  minute  inspection  of  them,  and  I  if  he  can  neither  touch  life  nor  property,  if  he 
do  challenge  the  whole  race  of  man  to  show  me  cannot  lay  a  tax  on  his  subjects,  or  declare 
any  of  the  oriental  govemours  claiming  to  peace  or  war,  I  leave  it  to  your  lordships' 
themselves  a  right  to  act  by  arbitrair  will.  judgtpent,  whether  he  can  be  called,  according 

The  greatest  part  of  Asia  is  under  Mah»>  to  Die  principles  of  that  constitution,  an  u-bi- 

medan  governments.    To  name  a  Mahomedan  Irary  power.  A  Turiiish  sovereign,  if  he  should 

government,  is  to  name  a  gOTennient  by  law.  be  judged  by  the  body  of  that  law  to  have  act^ 

It  is  a  law  enforced  by  stronger  sanctions  than  ed  against  its  principles,  (unless  he  happens 

any  law,  that  can  bind  a  Christian  s^ereign.  to  be  seoued  by  a  faction  of  the  soldiery)  is 

Their  law  is  believed  to  be  given  by  God,  and  liable  to  be  deposed  on  tlie  sentence  of  that  law, 

it  has  the  double  sanction  ^  law  and  of  rein  and  his  suocessour  comes  in  under  the  strict 

gion,  with  which  the  prince  is  no  more  autho-  limitations  of  the  anticnt  law  of  that  coiuitry : 

rized  to  dispense  than  any  one  else.    And,  if  neither  can  he  hold  his  place,  dispose  of  his 

any  man  will  produce  the  Koran  to  me,  and  succession,  or  take  any  one  step  whatever, 

will  but  show  me  one  text  in  it,  that  authorises  without  being  bound  by  law.  Thus  much  may 

in  any  degree  an  arbitrary  power  in  the  go-  be  said,  when  gentlemen  talk  of  the  aflairs  of 

vemment,  I  will  confess,  that  1  have  read  that  Asia,  as  to  the  nearest  of  Asiatic  sovereigns ; 

book,  and  been  conversant  in  the  affairs  of  and  he  is  more  Asiatic  than  European,  he  is  a 

Asia,  in  vain.    There  is  not  such  a  syilaUe  Mahomedan  sovereign  ;  and  Tm  Mahomedan 

in  it;  but,  on  the  contrary,  af;ain5t  oppressours  is  bom,  who  can  exercise  any  arbitrary  power 

by  name  every  letter  of  that  law  m  fulminated,  at  all,  consistently  with  their  constitution  :  in- 

There  are  interpreters  established  throughout  somuch  that  tliis  chief  magistrate,  who  is  the 

all  Asia,  to  explain  that  law,  an  order  of  priest-  highest  executive  power  among  them,  is  the 

hood,  whom  they  call  men  qf  Ae  kao.    These  very  person,  who,  by  the  constitution  of  the 

men  are  conservaton  of  the  law ;  and,  to  enable  country,  is  the  most  fettered  by  law. 

them  to  preserve  it  in  its  perfection,  they  are  Corruption  is  the  true  cause  of  the  loss  of  all 

secured  from  the  resentment  of  th^  sovereign,  the  benefits  of  the  constitution  of  that  country, 

for  he  cannot  touch  them.    Even  their  kings  ThejBraeftoe^./lsia,  as  the  gentleman  at  your 

are  not  always  vested  with  a  real  supreme  bar  has  thought  fit  to  say,  is  what  be  holds  to; 

power ;  but  the  grtvemment  is  in  some  degree  the  constitution  he  flics  away  from.     The 

republican.  question  is,  whether  you  will  take  the  consti- 

To  bring  this  point  a  little  nearer  home,  tution  of  the  country  as  your  rule,  or  the  base 

sfaiee  we  are  diallenged  thus,  since  we  are  led  practices  of  tliose   usurpers,  robbers,  and  ty- 

inlo  Asia,  since  we  are  called  upon  to  make  rants,  who  have  subverted  it.    Undoubtedly 

good  our  charge  on  the  principles  oif  the  govern-  much  bbod,  murder,  false  imprisonment,  much 

ments  there,  rather  than  on  those  of  our  own  peculation,  cruelty  and  robbery  are  to  be  found 

cmmiry,  (which  I  trust  your  lordships  will  in  Asia ;  and  if,  instead  of  going  to  the  sacred 

oblige  him  finally  to  be  governed  by,  puffed  up  laws  of  (he  country,  he  chooses  to  resort  to  the 

as  ho  is  with  the  insolence  of  Asia,)  the  nearest  iniquitous  practices  of  it,  and  practices  autho- 
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rimi  onJj  by  imUie  taUBHitt,  eontentiaB,  wv,  if  tbera  ■  wMnmry  poifw,  tlmv  can  be  m 

aad  riot,  he  my  iodeed  find  as  dear  an  ao-  inatitiiteB. 

<|uiUal  in  the  pranicee,  as  he  wouU  find  oon-  As  to  the   astitutes  of  Tamerlane ;  hart 

damnation  in  the  institutions  of  h.    He  has  they  are  m  their  original,  and  here  is  a  traD* 

rejected  the  law  of  £ngland.    Your  lordships  slatioo.    I  have  carefully  read  evMy  part  of 

w^  not  suffer  it.    Qod  forbid !  For  ray  part  these  institutes ;  and  if  any  one  shows  me  one 

I  should  have  no  sort  of  objection  to  let  him  word  in  theUi  in  whidi  the  prince  claims  in 
choose  his  law— Mahooedan,  Tartarean,  himself  arbitrary  power,  I  again  repeat,  that  I 
GentA.  But  if  he  disputes,  as  he  does,  the  shall  for  my  own  part  coi^ess,  that  I  have 
authority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  let  him  state  brought  myself  to  great  shame.  There  is  no 
to  me  tint  law,  to  which  he  means  to  be  sub-  hoc  k  in  the  world,  I  believe,  which  contains 
ject,  or  any  law,  which  be  knows,  that  will  nobler,  more  just,  mote  manly,  more  pious 
justify  his.actions.  I  amiM>t  authorized  to  say,  principles  of  government  than  this  book,  called 
that  I  shall,  even  in  that  case,  give  up  what  is  the  lostiiutions  of  Tamerlane.  Nor  is  there 
Dot  in  me  to  give  up,  because  I  represent  an  one  word  of  arbitrary  power  in  it,  much  less 
aitfhority,  of  which  I  must  stand  in  awe ;  but,  of  that  arbitrary  power,  which  Mr.  Hastings 
for  myseU^  I  shall  oonfees,  that  I  am  brought  supposes  himself  justified  by ;  namely  a  dele- 
to  public  shame,  and  am  not  fit  to  manage  the  gated,  subordinate,  arbitrary  power.  So  tu 
great  interests  committed  to  my  charge.  I  was  chat  great  prince  firom  permitting  this 
therefore  again  repeat  of  that  Asiatic  govern-  gross,  violent,  intermediate,  arbitrary  power, 
ment,  with  which  we  are  best  acquainted,  that  I  will  vsnture  to  say,  the  chief  thing,  bj 
which  has  been  constituted  more  in  obedience  to  which  he  has  rsooommended  himself  to  posts* 
the  laws  of  Mahomed,  than  any  other,-^that  the  rity,  was  a  most  direct  declaration  of  all  the 
sovereign  cannot,  agreeably  to  that  constitu«  wrath  and  indignation  of  the  supreme  govem- 
tion,  ezerdse  any  arbitrary  power  whatever,  ment  against  it.     But  here  is  the  book.    It 

Tlie  next  point  fqr  us  to  consider  is,  whether  contains  the  institutes  of  the  founder  of  the 

or  no  the  Mahomedan  constitution  of  India  Mogul  empire,  left  as  a  sacred  legacy  to  his 

atttborises  that  power.     The  gentleman   at  posterity,  as  a  rule  for  their  conduct,  and  as  a 

your  lordships'  bar  has  thought  proper  to  say,  means  of  preserving  their  power, 

that  it  will  be  happy  for  India  (though  soon  '*  BE  it  known  to  my  fortunate  sons,  the 

after  he  teHs  you  it  is  an  happinem  they  can  conquerours  of  kingdoms,  to  my  mighty  de- 

never  enjoy)  **  when  the  despotic  institutes  of  scendants,  the  lords  of  the  earth,  that,  since  I 

Genghis  Kh&n  or  Tamerlane  shall  give  place  have  hope  in  Almighty  Gk>d,  that  many  of  my 

to  tbw  liberal  spirit  d*  a  British  legislalure ;  children,  descendants  and  posterity,  shall  sit 

and,'*  says  he,  "  I  shall  be  amply  satisfied  in  upon  the  throne  of  power  and  regal  authority ; 

my  present  prosecution,  if  it  sImU  tend  to  has-  upon  this  account,  having  established  laws  and 

ten  the  approach  of  an  event  so  beneficial  to  regulations  for  the  well  governing  of  my  domi- 

tne  great  interests  of  mankind.''  nions,  I  have  collected  together  those  regulations 

My  lords,  you  have  seen  what  be  says  about  and  laws  as  a  model  for  others ;  to  the  end 

an  act  of  parliament    Do  you  not  now  think  that  every  one  of  my  cliildren,  deecendants  and 

II  rather  an  extraordinary  thing,  that  any  Bri-  posterity,  acting  agreeably  thereto,  my  power 
tish  subject  should,  in  vindication  of  the  au-  and  empire,  which  I  acquired  through  hard- 
tfionty  which  he  has  exercised,  here  quote  the  ships,  and  difficulties,  and  perils,  and  bloodshed, 
names  and  institutes,  as  he  calls  them,  of  by  the  divine  favour  and  by  the  influence  of  the 
fierce  conquerours,  of  men,  who  were  the  holy  religion  of  Mahomed,  (God*s  peace  be 
scourges  of  mankind,  whose  power  was  a  upon  him,)  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  poww 
power,  which  they  hold  by  force  only  7  erful  descendants  and  illustrious  followers  of 

As  lo  llie  institutes  of  Genghis  Kb&n,  which  that  prophet,  may  be  by  them  preserved. 

he  calls  arbitraiy  institutes,  I  never  saw  them.  ^*  And  let  them  make  these  regulations  the 

If  be  has  tj«it  book,  he  will  oblige  the  public  rule  of  their  conduct  in  the  aflfairs  of  their  em- 

by  producing  it.    I  have  seen  a  book  existing  pire,  liiat  the  fortune  and  the  power,  which 

called  Ya«sa  cf  Genghiz  KhAn  ;  the  other  I  shall  descend  from  me  to  them,  may  be  safe 

never  saw.    If  there  be  any  part  of  it  to  justify  from  discord  and  disscrfutioa. 

arbitrary  power,  he  will  produce  it.    But,  if  "  Now  therefore  be  it  known  to  my  sons, 

we  may  judge  by  those  ten  precepts  of  Gen-  the  fortunate  and  the   illustrious,  to  my  de- 

ghiz  Klidn,  which  we  have,  there  is  not  a  sba-  scendants,  the  mighty  sobduers  of  kingdom^ 

dow  of  arbitrary  power  to  be  found  in  any  one  that,  in  liJse  manner  as  I  by  twelve  maxims, 

el*  ihem.  Institutss  of  arbitrary  power  ?  Why,  which  I  established  as  the  rale  of  my  conduct . 
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tttained  to  reftl  digni^f,  and  with  the  ani§-  **  And  wtMA  I  clothed  myself  in  the  rob« 

tanc«  of  these  maxims  conquered  and  govern-  of  empire,  I  shut  my  eyiss  to  safety,  and  to  the 

ed  kingdomsi  and  decorated  and  adomod  the  repose,  which  is  fmmd  on  tlio  hed  of  ease. 

throne  of  my  empire,  let  them  abo  act  accor-  And  from  the  iwelfih  year  of  my  age  1  travel-  . 

dioft  to  these  regulations,  and  preserve  the  led  over  countries,  and  combated  difficulties, 

splendour  of  mine  and  their  dominions.  and  formed  enterprizes,  and  vanquished  armies ; 

*<  And  among  the  rules,  which  I  established  and  experienced  mutinies  among  my  offioert 

for   tlie  support  of  my  glory  and  empire,  the  and  my  soldiers,  and  was  familiarized  to  the 

JVjC  was  lhi»— That  I  promoted  the  worship  language  of  disobedience ;  and  I  opposed  tliem 

of  Almighty  God,  and  propagated  the  religion  with  policy  and  with  fortitude,  and  [  hazarded 

of  the  sacred  Mahomed  throughout  the  world  ;  my  person  in  the  hour  of  danger ;  until  in  the 

and  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  supported  end  I  vanquished  kingdoms  and  empires,  and 

the  true  faith.  established  the  ^lory  of  my  name. 

**  Seeondkf :   With  the  people  of  the  twelve  "  Sixthly :  By  justice  and  equity  I  gained  the 

classes  and  tribes  1  conquered  and  governed  affections  of  the  people  of  Ghxi;  and  1  extended 

kmgdoms ;  and  with  ihem  I  strengthened  the  my  clemency  to  ihe  guilty  as  well  as  to  the  io- 

piHars  of  my  fortune,  and  from  them  I  formed  nocent ;  and  1  passed  that  sentence,  which  truth 

my  assembly.  required :  and  by  benevolence  I  guined  a  plac« 

«  J^irdlif :    By  consultation,  and  dolibcrar-  in  the  hearts  of  men ;  and  by  rewards  and  puiusb- 

tion,  and  provident  measures,  by  caution,  and  ments  I  kept  both  my  troofis  and  my  subjecis 

by  vigilance,  I  vanquished  armies,  and  I  re-  divided  between  hope  and  fear.    And  I  com* 

duced  kingdoms  to  my  authority.    And  I  ear-  passionatcd  the  lower  ranks  of  my  people,  and 

ried  on  the  business  of  my  empire  by  comply-  those,  who  were  distressed.    And  I  gave  giAs 

ing  with  times  and  occasions,  and  by  gene-  to  the  soldiers. 

rosity,  and  by  patience,  and  by  policy ;  and  I  "  And  I  delivered  the  oppressed  from  the 

acted  wtih  courteousness  towards  my  friends  hand  of  the  opprcssour;  and,  af)er  proof  of  the 

and  towards  my  enemies.  oppression,  whether  on   the  proporty  or  the 

<*  Fourihbf :  By  order  and  by  discipline  I  person,  the  decision,  which  I  passed  between 

regulated  the  concerns  of  my  government ;  and  them,  was  agreeable  to  the  sacred  law.    And  1 

by  discipline  and  by  order  I  so  firmly  establish-  did  not  cause  any  one  person  to  suffer  for  the 

ed  my  authority,  that  the  ameers  and  the  viziers,  guilt  of  another. 

and  the  soldiers,  and  the  subjects,  could  not  as-  **  Those,  who  had  done  me  injuries,  who  had 

pire  beyond  their  respective  decrees;  and  every  attacked  ray  person  in  battle,  and  had  coun- 

one  of  them  was  the  keeper  of  his  own  station,  teractcd'  my  schemes  and  enterprizes,  when 

"  FiJVUy  :   I   gave  encouragement  to  my  they  threw  themselves  on  my  mercy,  1  recei- 

ameers,  and  to  my  soldiers,  and  with  money  ved  them  with  kindness ;  I  conferred  on  them 

and  with  jewels  I  made  them  glad  of  heart ;  additional  honours,  and  I  drew  the  pen  of  obli* 

and  I  permitted  them  to  come  into  the  banquet ;  vion  over  their  evil  actions.    And   I  treated 

and  in  the  6eld  of  blood  thoy  hazarded  their  them  in  such  sort,  that  if  suspicion  remained 

lives.    And  I  withheld  not  from  them  my  gold  in  their  hearts,  it  was  plucked  out  entirely, 

nor  my  silver.    And  I  educated  and  trained  **  Severithly :  I  selected  out,  and  treated  with 

them  to  arms  ;  and  to  alleviate  their  sufferings  esteem  and  veneration  the  posterity  of  the  pro- 

I  myself  shared  in  their  labours,  and  in  their  phet,  and  the  theologians,  and  the  teachers  of 

hardships,  until  with  the  arm  of  fortitude  and  the  true   faith,  and  the  pliilosophers,  and  the 

resolotion,  and  with  the  unanimity  of  my  chiefs,  historians.    And  I  loved  men  of  courage  and 

and  my  generals,  and  my  warriours,  by  the  valour ;  for  God  Almighty  loved  the  brave, 

edge  of  the  sword  I  obtained  possession  of  the  And  I  associated  with  good  and  learned  men ; 

thrones  of  seven-and-twenty  kings ;  and  be-  and  I  gained  their  affections,  and  I  entreated 

came  the  king  and  the  ruler  of  the  kingdoms  their  support,  and  I  sought  success  from  their 

of  Eracen  and  of  Tooraun ;  and  of  Room,  and  holy  prayers.    And  I  k)ved  tlie  dervishes  and 

of  Mu^hrib,  and  of  Shaum  ;  and  of  Missur,  the  poor  ;  and  I  oppressed  them  not  ;  neither 

and  of  Erank-a-Arrub,  and  of  Ajjum;  and  of  did  I  exclude  them  from  my  favour.    And  I 

Mauzinduraun,andofKyIaunaut;andofShur-  permitted  not  the  evil  and  the  malevolent  to 

vaunaur,  and  of  Azzurbauejaun ;  and  of  Fauris,  enter  into  my  council ;  and  I  acted  not  by  their 

and  of  Khorausaun ;  and  of  the  Dushi  of  Jitteh,  advice :  and  I  listened  not  to  their  insinuatbns 

and  the  Dusht  of  Kipchauk ;  and  of  ICliauruzm,  to  the  prejudice  of  otliers.  • 

and  of  Khuttun,  and  of  Kauboolistaun ;  and  of  *<  EighthJy :  I  acted  with  resolution ;  and  on 

Hindostaim,  and  of  Baukhtur  Zemeen.  whatever  undertaking  I  resolved,  I  made  that 
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Mdertakin^  the  only  ol^eet  of  mj  tttention :  I  lorgot  not  the  merh  of  hb  attachmcvit,  and  I 
tnd  1  withdrew  not  my  hand  ffom  that  enter-  acted  towards  him  with  kindneae  and  gene- 
prize,  until  I  bad  brought  it  to  a  conchnion.  roaity;  and  whoerer  had  rendered  me  eenricea, 
And  1  acted  according  to  that,  which  I  said.  I  mpaid  the  ralue  of  thoae  serricea  unto  him. 
And  I  dealt  not  with  severity  towards  any  one,  And  whoever  had  been  my  enemy,  and  was 
■ad  1  was  not  oppressive  in  any  oTmy  actions;  ashamed  thereof,  and  flying  to  me  for  pro* 
that  God  Almighty  might  not  deal  severely  tection,  humbled  himself  Wore  me,  I  forgot 
towartls  me,  nor  ronder  my  own  actions p|ipre»-  his  enmity,  and  I  purchased  him  with  libe- 
aivo  unto  me.  rality  and  kindness. 

'*  And  I  in()uired  of  learned  men  into  the  **  In  such  manner  Share  Behraum,  the  chief 

laws  and  regulaiiona  of  antient  princes  from  of  a  tribe,  was  along  with  me.   And  he  left  me 

the  days  of  Adam  to  thoae  of  the  prophet,  and  in  the  hour  of  action ;  and  he  united  with  tha 

frun  the  days  of  the  prophet  down  to  this  enemy,  and  he  drew  forth  his  sword  against 

time.    And  I  weighed  their  institutions,  and  roe.    And  at  length,  my  salt,  which  he  had 

their  actions,  and  their  opinions,  one  by  one.  eaten,  seized  upon  him  ;  and  he  again  fled  to 

And  from  their  approved  manners,  and  their  me  for  re(uge,and  humbled  himself  before  me. 

good  qualities,  I  selected  models.    And  I  in-  As  he  was  a  man  of  illustrious  descent,  and  of 

<|uired  inU>  the  causes  of  the  subversion  of  bravery,  and  of  experience,  I  covered  my  eyes 

their  power,  and  I  shunned  those  actions,  which  from  his  evil  actions  ;  and  I  magnified  him, 

tend  to  the  destractioo  and  overthrow  of  regal  and  I  exalted  him  to  a  soperiotir  rank,  and  I 

authority.    And  from  cruelty  and  from  opprea-  pardoned  his  disloyalty  in  consideratico  of  his 

si<m,  which  are  the  destroyera  of  posterity,  and  valour. 

the  bringers  of  Amroe  and  of  plagues,  I  (band  "  EleoaMfy:  My  chiMren,  and  my  relations, 

it  was  good  to  abstain.  and  my  associates,  and  my  neighbours,  and 

*^NviMf :  The  situation  of  my  people  was  such  as  had  been  connected  with  me,  all  these 
known  onto  me.  And  those,  who  were  great  I  distingubhed  in  the  days  of  my  fortune  and 
among  them,  I  considered  as  my  brethren ;  prosperity,  and  I  paid  unto  them  their  due. 
and  I  regarded  the  poor  as  my  children.  And  And  with  respect  to  my  family,  I  rent  not 
1  made  myself  acquainted  with  the  tempers  asunder  the  bonds  of  consanguinity  and  mercy; 
and  the  dispositions  of  the  people  of  every  and  I  issued  not  commands  to  slay  them,  or  to 
country,  and  of  every  city.  And  I  contracted  bind  them  with  chains, 
intimacies  with  the  citizens,  and  the  chie6,  <<  And  I  dealt  with  every  man,  whatever 
and  the  nobles ;  and  I  appointed  over  them  go-  the  jiuigment  I  had  formed  of  him,  according 
vemours  adapted  to  their  manners,  and  their  to  my  own  opinion  of  his  worth.  As  I  had 
dispositions,  and  their  wishes.  And  I  knew  seen  much  of  prosperity  and  ndvorsity,  and 
the  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  had  acquired  knowledge  and  ex{>ericiice,  I  coo- 
province.  And  in  every  kingdom  I  appointed  ducted  myself  with  caution,  and  with  policy , 
writers  of  intelligence,  men  of  truth  and  into-  towards  roy  friend)  and  towards  my  enemies, 
frityt  that  they  might  send  me  information  of  **  Twdfihly:  Soldiers,  whether  associates 
the  conduct,  and  the  behaviour,  and  the  actions,  or  adversaries,  I  held  in  o^iccm;  tliose,  who 
and  the  manners,  of  the  troops  and  of  the  iiK  sell  their  permanent  happiness  to  perbhahle 
habitantSi  and  of  every  occunenee,  that  might  honour,  and  throw  themselves  into  the  fields  of 
come  to  pass  among  them.  And,  if  I  di^  sUughter,  and  battle,  and  hazard  their  lives 
covered  aught  ujitrary  to  their  uiformation,  I  in  the  hour  of  danger. 
inflicted  punishment  on  the  intelligencer ;  and  **  And  the  man,  who  drew  his  sword  on  tho 
every  circumstance  of  cruelty  and  oppression  side  of  my  enemy,  ami  committed  hostilities 
in  the  govemours,  and  in  the  troops,  and  in  against  me,  and  preserved  his  fidelity  to  hb 
the  inhabitants,  which  reached  my  eara^  I  chas-  oaster,  him  I  greatly  honoured:  and  wbea 
Used  agreeably  to  justice  and  equity.  such  a  man  came  unto  me,  knowing  his  worth, 

<<  7W%.'  Whatever  tribe,  and  whatever  I  classed  him  with  my  faithful  associates ;  and 

hofde,  whether  Toork  or  Taeuheek,  or  Arrub,  I  respected  and  valued  hb  fidelity  and  hb 

or  Ajjum,  came  in  unto  me,  I  received  their  attachment 

chiefr  with  distinction  and  respect,  and  their  "  And  the  soldier,  ndio  forgot  hb  duty  and 

followers  I  honoured  acoord'mg  to  their  degrees  hb  honour,  and  in  the  hour  of  action  turned 

and  their  stations,  and  to  the  good  among  hb  face  from  his  master,  and  came  in  unto 

them  I  did  good,  and  the  evil  I  delivered  over  me,  I  considered  as  the  moat  detestable  of 

Co  their  evil  actions.  men. 

'*  And  whoever  attached  himself  unto  me,  **  And  in  the  war  between  Tooktummisb 
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Khaiin,  hiiuBMrfl  fbq|o(  Ihoir  iiaty  to  Touk-  imlra  tit  exacrsta  thorn,  it  hv  been  upon  fo- 

Iwnmtsh,  who  wm  their  master  and  ipy  foe,  Ternoura,  who  have  abused  tiieir  trust,  aod 

and  sent  propos^is  and  wrote  letters  unto  me.  that  this  very  oriental  auitiority,  to  which  Mr» 

And  I  utieresd  execrations  upon  them,  because  Hastings  appeals,  would  have  condemned  him 

unmindfiii  of  that,  which  they  owed  to  their  to  a  dreadful  punishment.    I  thank  God,  and  I 

lord,  they  had  thrown  aside  their  honour  and  say  it  from  my  heart,  that  even  (or  his  enor* 

their  daty,  and  came  in  unto  me.  I  said  unto  mous  oflfences  there  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  any 

myself,  what  fidelity  have  they  observed  to  thing  like  such  punishments.    God  forbid,  thai 

tlMir  liege  lord  ?  what  fidelity  will  they  show  wo  should  not  as  much  detest  out  of  the  way, 

unto  me  ?  nod,  furious,  and  unequal  punisliments,  as  we 

**  Aod,  bel«ald,  it  was  known  unto  me  by  ex^  detest  enormous  and  abominable  crimes :  b^* 

perienoe,  that  every  enipire,  which  isnotesta*  causa  a  severe  and  cruel  penalty  for  a  crime 

Uished  in  morality  and  religion,  nor  strength^  of  a  light  nature  is  as  bad  and  iniquitous  as  the 

ened  by  regulations  and  biws,  from  that  om»  crime,  which  it  pretends  to  pimish.     As  the 

pire  all  order,  grandour,  and  power  shall  pass  instances  1  allude  to  are  curious,  and  ns  they 

away.    And  that  oiupire  may  be  likened  unto  go  to  iho  principles  of  Mr.  Hastings's  defenos, 

a  nakdd  mui,  who,  when  exposed  to  view,  I  shall  beg  to  quote  them, 

eommandeih  the  eye  of  modesty  to  be  covered ;  The  first  is  upon  a  govemoiir,  who  did| 

ind  it  is  like  unto  a  house,  which  hath  neither  what  Mr.  Hastings  says  he  has  a  power  dele* 

roof  nor  gates,  nor  defences ;  intQ  which,  who*  fated  to  him  to  do ;  he  levied  a  tax  without  the 

«ver  willeth,  may  eiiter  immolested.  consent  of  his  master.    '*  Sonte  years  after  niy 

"  Themkpore,  I  established  the  foundation  departure  fit>m   Com,  (says   TVivcniier,)  the 

of  my  empire  on  the  morality  and  the  religion  govemour  had,  of  his  own  aoeord,  and  without 

of  Islaum ;  and  by  regulations  and  latvs,  I  gave  any  communication  with  the  king,  laid  a  smaB 

tt  stability.    And  by  laws  and  by  regulations  I  impost  upon  every  pannier  of  firuil  brought  into 

executed  every  business  and  every  transaction,  the  city,  for  the  purpose  of  making  tome  n^ 

that  came  before  me,  in  the  course  of  my  go*  cessary  reparations  in  the  walls  and  bridges 

vemment"—  of  the  town.    It  was  towards  the  end  of  the 

I  need  not  read  any  farther,  or  I  might  show  year  IfiSS,  that  the  event,  I  am  going  to  relate, 

your  k)rdships  the  noble  principles,  tlie  grand,  happened.    The  king  being  informed  of  the 

^Id,  and  manly  maximi^i  the  resolution  to  ab-  impost,  which  the  govemour  had  laid  upon  the 

•tain  from  oppression  himself,  and  to  crush  it  fruit,  ordered  him  to  be  hnnight  in  chains  to 

in  the  govemeurs  under  him,  lo  be  fbimd  in  court..   The  king  ordered  him  to  be  exposed 

iliis  book,  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  thought  to  die  people  at  one  of  the  gates  of  the  palace : 

proper  to  retort  to  as  containing,  what  he  calls,  then  he  commanded  the  son  to  pluck  oflT  tfw 

arbitrary  principles.  mustacliios  of  his  father,  to  cut  off*  his  nose 

But  it  is  not  in  this  instance  only,  that  f  and  ears,  to  put  out  his  eyes,  and  then  cut  off 

most  do  justice  to  the  EasL     I  assert,  that  his  head.    The  king  then  told  the  son  to  gp 

their  morality  is  equal  to  ours,  in  whatever  and  lake   possession  of  the  government    of 

regards  the  duties  of  governours,  fathers,  and  his  father,  saying.  See,  thai  you  govern  btUv 

■uperiours ;  and  I  challenge  the  world  to  show,  than  tfdt  deoeoaod  dog^  or  thy  doom  thall  bo  a 

in  any  noAom  European  J(Ook,  more  true  mo*  dtath  more  otsquitUelyteTmetUmg** 

rality  and  wisdom  than  is  to  bo  (bund  in  the  My  lords,  you  are  strudi  with  Ikntout,  I  am 

writings  of  Asiatic  men  in  high  trust,  and  who  struck  with  horrour,  at  this  puniriuaent.    I  do 

have  been  eounselkHirs  to  princes.    If  this  be  not  relate  it  to  approve  of  audi  a  baihanous  act ; 

the  true  morality  of  Asia,  as  I  affirm,  and  can  but  to  prov^  to  ym*.*  lordships,  that  wfaatever 

prove,  that  it  is,  the  plea  founded  on  Mr.  power  the  prii:cei  of  that  oodntiy  have,  they 

Hastings's  geographical  morality  v  annihi*  arejeakMJsof  it  to  such  a  degree,  that,  if  any 

lated.  of  their  govereooffs  should  levy  a  tax,  even  tha 

t  little  resard  the  theories  of  travellerv,  most  insignificaot,  and  for  the  beat  puipoaea, 

where  they  <fo  not  relate  the  &cts,  on  which  lie  meets  widi  a  cruel  punishment.    1  do  not 

they  are  founded.    I  have  two-instanees  of  justify ,t}ie  punishment;  but  the  severity  of  it 

Ihcts,  attested  by  Tavemier,  a  traveller  of  shows,  bow  little  of  their  power  the  princes  of 

power  and  ooosequenoa,  whidk  are  very  mi^  daat  country  mean  todelegate  to  their  servaait, 

terial  to  bemontioned  herc^ because  they  show,  the  whole  of  which  the  gentleman  at  your  bar 

that,  in  some  of  the  instances  recorded,  in  aays  was  delegated  to  him. 

which  the  princes  of  the  coimtry  have  used  any  There  is  another  case,  a  wory  strong  ooa, 

of  those  oiimI  aodbciiiaroua  executioM,  which  and  that  is  the  case  of  prnsants,  which  I  im- 
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dOTlMiJ  ■>  ewrtaui  admitted  thraaghet  Arifc  feouotiy.  But  I  ftgtiii  mmK,  c very  Maboow 

in  all  their  g oTuraments.    It  iwaa  of  a  penoD,  dan  government  w,  br  it«  }<tw.iplee,  a  go?em- 

wbo  was  raiaed  to  a  high  office ;  no  bosioeta  neni  of  law. 

was  suffered  to  oome  befiire  him  without  a        1  shall  now  state  (rom  what  is  imown  of  the 

previous  present.     **  One  morning,  the  Idag  govenuneat  of  India,  that  it  does  not,  and 

being  at  this  time  on  a  hunting  party,  the  naiar  eannot  delegate  (as  Mr.  Hastings  has«  fre- 

came  to  the  tent  of  the  king,  but  was  denied  qaently  declared)  the  whole  of  its  powers  and 

entrance  by  the  miitrt  or  master  of  the  ward-  wthority  to  him.     If  they  are  absolute,  as 

robe.     About  the  saoM  time  the  king  came  Iheymost  be  in  the  supreme  power,  they  ought 

figrth,  and,  seeing  the  nazar,  commanded  his  te  be  arbitary  in  none ;  they  were,  however, 

officers  to  take  off  the  bonnet  from  the  bond  never  Absolute  in  any  of  their  subordinate 

of  that  dog,  that  took  gifts  from  his  people ;  parts,  and  I  will  prove  it  by  the  known  pro- 

and  that  ho  should  sit  three  days  banjieaded  vincial  constitutions  of  Hindostan,  which  am 

in  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  as  many  niglits  in  all  Mahomedan,  the  laws  of  which  are  as 

the  air.     Afterwards  he  caused  him  u>  be  dear,  as  explicit,  and  as  learned  as  ouis. 
ohained  about  the  neck  and  arms,  and  con*        The  first  foundation  of  their  law  is  the 

demned  him  to  perpetual  uiprisonmens,  with  Khor&n.     The  next  part  is  the  /e|/*a,  or  sd- 

a  mamoudy  a  day  for  his  maintenance ;  but  he  judged  cases  by  pi^r  authority,  well  known 

died  lor  grief  within  eight  days  after  he  was  there.    The  next,  the  written  interpretations 

pot  in  prison.'*  of  the  principles  of  jurisprudanco  ;  and  their 

Do  1  mean,  by  reading  tliis  to  your  lordships  books  are  as  numerous  upon  the  principles  Vf 

to  express  or  intimate  an  apprubatioo,  either  jurispnidenoe,  as  in  any  country  in  Europe. 

•of  the  cruelty  of  the  punijdMnent,  or  of  the  The  next  part  of  their  law  is  what  they  cal 

eoarse  barbarism  of  the  language  ?  neither  the  Imhoii,  that  is,  a  positive  rule  equi^ent 

one  nor  the  other.    I  produce  it  to  your  kMrdk  to  acta  of  parliament,  the  law  irf*  Ae  severd 

sfaipa  to  prove  to  you  from  this  dreadfiil  exaib*  powers  of  the  country,  taken  from  the  Greek 

pie  the  horroor  which  that  government  folt,  word  KAHttlf ,  which  was  brou^t  into  their 

vrfaen  Sf^  person  subject  to  it  assumed  to  hii»-  country,  and  is  well  known.    The  next  is  the 

self  a  privilege  to  receive  preseius.     The  Tag%  tc{  imdk,  or  common  law  and  custom  of 

croelty  and  severity  exercised  by  thofo  princes  the  kingdom,  equivalent  to  our  commwi  law. 

is  not  levelled  at  the  poor,  unfortunate  people,  Therefore  they  have  laws  from  more  sources 

who  complain  at  their  gates,  but,  to  use  their  than    we  have,  exaaly  in  the  same  order, 

own-barbarous  expression,  to  dog»,  thai  impom  grounded  upon  the  same  autbori^,  fundamen- 

loaws  and  take  premUa.-^od  forbid,  I  shodd  tally  fixed  to  be  administered  to  the  people 

use  thai  langiMkge.     The  people,  when  they  upon  these  princifdes. 
complain,  are  iK)t  called  dogs  and  sent  away>        The  next  thing  is  to  shew,  that  in  India 

but  the  govemours,  who  do  tlMse  things  against  there  is  a  partition  of  the  powen  of  the  govem- 

die  people  ;  they  are  called  dogs,  and  treated  ment,  which  proves  that  there  is  no  aibsoluts 

in  that  cruel  manner.    I  quote  them  to  show,  power  delegated. 

that  no  govenuMirs  in  the  East,  upon  any  prin-  In  every  province  the  first  person  is  the 
ciple  of  their  oonstilutioo,  or  any  good  prao-  soi4>ahdar  or  nazim,  or  viceroy:  he  has  the 
tice  of  their  government,  can  lay  arbitrary  power  of  the  sword,  and  the  administration  of 
imposts,  or  receive  presents.  When  they  criminal  justice  only.  Then  there  is  the 
escape,  it  is  probably  by  bribery,  by  oomip-  dewan,  or  high  steward ;  he  has  the  revenue, 
tion,  by  creatjjig  factions  for  themselves  in  the  and  all  exchtrquer  causes  tmder  him,  to  be  go- 
seraglio,  in  the  country,  in  tho  army,  in  the  vemed  according  to  the  law,  and  customs,  and 
divan.  But  how  they  escape  such  punjsb-  institutions  of  the  kingdom. 
ments,  is  not  my  business  to  inquire ;  it  is  The  law  of  inheritances,  successions,  and 
enough  tor  mo,  that  the  constitution  disavows  every  thing  that  relates  to  thorn,  is  under  the 
them,  that  the  princrs  of  the  country  disavow  c^di,  in  whose  court  these  matters  are  tried, 
them ;  that  they  revile  th«m  wkh  the  most  But  this  too  was  subdivided.  The  cAdi  couU 
horrible  expressioos,  aud  inflict  dreadful  pn-  not  judge,  but  by  the  advice  of  his  assessours. 
nishments  on  them,  when  they  are  called  to  Properly  in  the  Mahomedan  htw  there  is  no 
answer  for  these  offi-aces.  appeal,  only  a  removal  of  tfie  cause ;  but  ^fhOx 

Thus  much  concerning  the  Mahomedan  there  is  no  judgment,  as  none  can  be,  when 

laws  of  Asia.   That  the  people  of  Asia  have  the  court  is  not  unanimous,  it  goes  to  the 

no  laws,  rights,  or  liberty,  is  a  doctrine,  that  general  assembly  of  all  the  men  of  the  law. 
wickedly  is  to  be  disseminated  through  this         There  are,  I  will  venture  to  say,  other  <Uvi* 
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noQB  and  lubdivuionB ;  for  there  are  the  theoriea,  applicable  to  all  caaea,  draira  fiotti 

kaxMMigocs,  who  hold  their  places  for  life,  to  be  the  sources  of  natural  eqjui^*  modified  by 

the  cotiservators  of  the  canons,  cuatootf,  aud  their  institutione,  fuU  of  refinement  and  sab* 

good  usages  of  the  country  ;  all  these,  as  well  tiliiy  of  distinction,  equal  to  that  of  any  other 

ttie  didx  and  the  mu(li,  hold  their  places  and  law,  and  has  the  grand  test  of  all  law,  that, 

vituations,  not  during  the  wanton  pleasure  of  wherever  it  has  prevailed,  the  country  has  beeo 

the  priiice,  but,  on  permanent  and  fued  terma,  populous,  flourishing  and  happy, 

for  life.    All  these  (lOwcrs  of  magistracy,  re-  Upon  the  whole,  then,  follow  him  where  yoa 

venue,  and  law,  are  ail  diflferent,  consequently  will,— 4et  him  have  eastern  or  western  law, 

not  delegated  in  the  whole  to  any  one  person,  you  find  every  where  arbitrary  power  and 

This  is  the  provincial  constitution,  and  these  peculation  of  govemour  proscribed  and  horribly 

the  laws,  of  Bengal,  which  proves,  if  there  punished  >Haaore  so  than  I  should  ever  wnli 

were  no  oUier  proof,  by  the  division  of  the  to  punish  any,  the  moat  guilty,  human  crea- 

functions  and  authorities,  that  the  supreme  ture.     And  if  this  be  the  case,  as  I  hope  and 

power  of  the  state  in  the  JVlogui  empire  did,  by  trust  it  has  been  proved  to  your  lordships,  that 

no  means,  delegate  to  any  of  its  officers  the  there  is  law  in  these  countries,  that  there  is 

supreme  power  in  its  fulness.    Whether  or  no  no  delegation  of  power,  which  exempts  a  g<^ 

we  have  delegated  to  Mr.  Hastings  the  su-  vemour  (ram  the  law,  then  I  say  at  any  rate  a 

prcme  power  of  king  and  parliament,  that  he  British  govemour  b  to  answer  for  his  conduct, 

should  act  with  the  plenitude  of  authority  of  and  cannot  be  justified  by  wicked  examples  and 

tJic  British  legislature,  you  are  to  judge.  profligate  practices. 

Mr.  Hastings  has  no  refiige  here.    Let  him  But  another  thing,  which  he  says,  is,  that  be 

run  from  law  to  law  \  let  him  fly  fi-om  the  com-  was  left  to  himself  to  govern  himself  by  his  own 

mon  law,  and  the  sacred  institutions  of  the  practice ;  that  is  to  say,  when  he  had  taken  one 

country,  in  which  he^  was  bom ;  let  him  fly  bribe,  he  mi^t  take  another ;— Hvhen  he  had 

from  acts  of  parliament,  from  which  his  power  roU>ed  one  man  of  his  pr^erty,  he  might  rob 

originated;  let  him  plead  his  ignorance  of  another;  whoi  he  had  imprisoned  one  nun 

them,  or  fly  in  the  face  of  them.    Will  he  fly  arbitrarily,  and  extorted  money  fiom  him,  he 

to  the  Mahomedan  law  ? — that  condemns  him.  might  do  so  by  another.    He  resorts  at  first  to 

Will  he  fly  to  the  high  magistracy  of  Asia  to  the  practice  <^ barbarians  and  usurpers,  at  last 

defend  taking  of  presents  ?    Pad  Sh&  and  the  he  comes  to  his  own.    Now,  if  your  lordships 

sultan  would  condemn  him  to  a  cruel  death,  will  try  him  by  such  maxims  and  principles,  he 

Will  be  fly  to  the  sophis,  to  the  laws  of  Pertiia,  is  certainly  clear ;  fcnr  there  is  no  manner  of 

or  to  the  practice  of  those  monarchs?    I  cannot  doubt,  that  there  is  nothing  he  has  practised 

utter  the  pains,  the  tortures,  that  woukl  be  in-  once,  which  he  has  not  practised  again ;  and 

fliciedonnim,Sfheweretogovemthere,ashe  then  the  repetition  (^crimes  be«Mnes   the 

has  done  m  a  British  province !     Let  him  fly  means  of  his  indemnity, 

where  ho  will,  fi-om  law  to  law ;— 4aw  (I  thank  The  next  pleas  he  urges  are  not  so  much  in 

God)  meets  him  every  where,  and  enforced  bar  of  the  impeachment,  as  in  extenuation, 

too  by  the  practice  of  tlie  most  impious  tyrants,  The  first  are  to  be  laid  by  as  claims  to  be  made 

which  he  quotes  as  if  it  would  justify  his  con-  on  motion  for  arrest  of  judgment,  the  others  as 

duct.    I  would  as  willingly  have  him  tried  by  an  extenuation  or  mitigation  of  his  fine.    He 

the  Uw  of  the  Khordn,  or  the  Institutes  dC  says,  and  with  a  kind  of  triumph,  the  ministry 

Tamerlane,  as  on  the  common  law,  or  statute  of  this  country  have  great  legal  assistance; 

law,  of  this  kingdom.  commercial  lights  of  the  greatest  commerci^ 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  GentA  city  in  the  world ;  the  greatest  generals  and 

laws  justify  arbitrary  power ;  and,  if  he  finds  oflicers  to  guide  and  direct  them  in  military 

any  sanctuary  there,  let  hira  take  it,  with  the  affairs :  whereas  I,  poor  man,  was  sent  almost 

cow,  in  the  pagoda.    The  GentAs  have  a  law,  a  school-boy  from  England,  or  at  least  little 

which  positively  proscribes  in  magistrates  any  b^ter  ^-sent  to  find  my  way  in  that  new  world 

idea  of  will;— a  law,  with  whi(^,  or  rather  as  well  as  I  could.    I  had  no  men  of  the  law, 

with  extracts  of  it,  that  gentleman  himself  no  legal  assistance,  to  supply  my  deficiencies, 

has  furnished  us.    These  people,  in  many  At  Sj^mtgem  hab^HU  dani.    Had  he  not  ibe 

points  arc  governed  by  their  own  antient  writ-  chief  justice,  the  tamed  and  domesticated  chief 

ten  law,  csJled  the  ^uuter.    Its  interpreters  justice,  who  waited  on  him  like  a  familiar 

and  judges  are  the  pundits.    This  law  is  com-  spirit,  whom  he  takes  from  province  to  pio- 

,  prehensive,  extending  to  all  the  concerns  of  vince,  his  amanuensis  at  home,  his  postiltioB, 

life,  affording  principles  and  maxims,  and  legal  and  riding  express  abroad  ? 
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Sueh  a  dedarmtton  would  in  some  noMMN  feadout  goveraounto  teadithem  b«Uer;«BA 

toil  pertonflf  who  had  actod  much  othenviae,  that  he  must  juaiify  himself  to  the  piety,  iho 

than  Mr.  Hastings.     When  a  man  pleads  truth,  the  &ith  of  England ;  and  not  b?  Iiaring 

ignorance  in  justification  of  his  oonductf  it  recourse  to  the  crimes  and  criminals  of  othei 

ought  to  be  an  humble,  modest,  unpreauming  countries,  to  the  barbaroua  tyranny  uf  Asia, 

ignorance ;— an  ignorance,  which  may  hata  or  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

nmde  him  lax  and  timid  in  the  exercise  of  hit  I  will  go  further  with  Mr.  Hastings,  and 

duly ;-— but  an  assuming,  rash,  presuroptuous,  admit,  that,  if  there  be  a  boy  in  tlie  fourth 

confident,  daring,  desperate,  and  disotwdient  form  of  Wostminstor  school,  or  any  school  in 

ignorance  heightens  every  crime,  that  it  ao  England,  who  does  not  know,  when   these 

companies.    Mr.  Hastings,  if  through  igno-  articles  are  read  to  him,  that  he  has  beea 

mnce  he  left  some  of  the  company's  onlen  gvilty  of  gross  and  enormous  crimes,  he  may 

onexeeuted,  because  be  did  not  understand  hare  the  shelter  of  his  present  plea,  as  far  as 

dtem,  might  well  say,  I  too*  an  ignarmU  man,  it  will  serve  him.     There  are  none  of  ua, 

and  these  /Atn^t  were  above  m^  oapaaty.    But  thank  Grod,  so  iminstructed,  who  have  teamei^ 

when  he  understands  them,  and  when  be  do-  our  catechisms  or  the  first  olqments  of  Ghriiu 

dares  he  witt  not  obey  them  positively  and  tianity,  who  doee  not  know,  that  sudi  conduct 

dogmatically ; — ^when  he  says,  as  he  has  said,  is  not  to  be  juslilied,  and  leaat  of  all  by  ex 

and  we  shall  prove  it,  ^ud  he  never  tueoeede  amplek. 

better  than  uAien  he  oeU  m  on  titter  defiance  of  There  is  another  topic  be  takes  up  mora 

thorn  erdere,  and  sets  at  nought  the  laws  of  his  serioudy,  and  as  a  general  rebutter  to  the 

eoontiy ;  I  believe  this  wiU  not  be  thought  the  charge ;— says  he,  "  After  a  great  many  oC 

language  of  an  ignorant  man.     But  I  beg  these  practices,  with  which  I  am  charge^ 

your  lordships'  pardon ;  it  is  the  language  of  an  parliament  appointed  me  to  my  trust,  ami 

ignorant  man ;  for  no  man,  who  was  not  full  of  consequently  has  acquitted  me."    Has  it,  my 

a  bold,  determined,  profligate  ignorance  could  lords  ?    I  am  bold  to  say,  that  the  Gommoos 

0WBT  think  of  such  a  system  of  defence.    He  are  wholly  guiltless  of  this  charge.     I  wiU 

quitted  Westminster  sduK)!  almost  a  boy.  We  admit,  if  parliament  on  a  full  slate  of  hia 

have  reason  to  regret,  that  he  did  not  finish  offences  before  them,  and  full  examinatioo 

hu  education  in  that  noble  seminary,  which  of  those  offences,  had  appointed  him  to  the 

has  given  so  many  luminaries  to  the  church,  government,  that  then  the  people  of  India  and 

azid  ornaments  to  the  state.    Ghreatly  it  is  to  be  England  would  have  just  reason  to  exclaim 

lamented,  that  he  did  not  go  lo  those  univer-  against  so  flagitious  a  proceeding.    A  sense 

■itiea,  [where  arbitrary  power  will  1  hope  of  propriety  and  decorum  might  have  restrain* 

Beverbe  heard  of;  but  the  true  principles  of  ed  us  from  prosecuting.     They  might  have 

religion,  of  liberty,  and  law,  will  ever  be  incul-  been  rostrainod  by  some  sort  of  decorum  from 

cat«d,]  instead  of  studying  in  lite  school  of  pursuing  him  criminally.    But  the  Comtnona 

Coas^  Any  Cawn.  stand  iMfbre  your  lordships  witliout  shame. 

If  he  had  lived  with  ua,  lie  would  hate  First,  in  their  name  we  solemnly  assure  your 

quoted  the  examples  of  Cinsro  in  hia  govern-  lordships,  that  we  had  not  in  our  parliamentary 

ment;  he  would  have  quoted  Hoveral  of  the  sar  capacity,  (and  most  of  us— myself,  I  can  say 

cred  and  holy  prophets,  and  made  them  his  ex-  surely,  heard  very  little,  and  that  in  confused 

ample.    His  want  of  learning,  profane  aa  well  rumours,)  the  slightest  knowledge  of  any  one 

as  sacred,  reduces  him  to  the  necessity  of  a|>-  of  the  acts  chargMl  upon  this  criminal  at  either 

pealing  to  every  name  and  authority  of  bi«>-  of  the  times  of  his  being  appointed  u>  office; 

barism,  tyranny,  and  usurpation,  that  are  to  he  and  thai  we  were  not  guilty  of  the  nefarious 

found ;  and  from  these  he  says,  fromthe  pra/iifie  act  of  cdhnion  unA  flagitious  breach  of  trust, 

afaneparl  o/Adaj  or  oOuTy  I  have  taken  my  ni/e.  with  which  he  presumes  oUkpiely  to  charge  us, 

But  your  lonfehips  will  shew  him,  that  in  Asia,  but  from  the  moment  we  knew  them,  we  never 

as  well  as  in  Europe,  the  same  law  of  nations  ceased  to  condoma  them  by  reports,  by  votes, 

prevails;  the  same  principles  are  continually  birreaolutions;  and  (hat  we  admonished,  and  d»- 

rasorted  to ;  and  the  same  maxima  sacredly  clared  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  court  of  directors 

heU  and  strenuously  maintained ;  and,  however  to  take  measures  for  lib  recall ;  and  when  frua- 

disobeyed,  no  man  suflTers  from  the  breach  <^  '  trated  in  the  way  known  to  that  court  we  then 

them,  who  does  not  know  how  and  where  to  proceeded  to  an  inquiry.    Tour  lordships  know, 

complain  of  that  breach;— 'that  Asia  is  enligh-  whether  you  were  better  informed.    We  arS] 

lened  in  that  respect  aa  well  as  Europe ;  but,  if  therefore,  neither  guilty  oS  the  precedent  crime 

it  were  totally  blinded,  that  En^nd  woukl  of  ooUuding  widi  the  crimina),  nor  the  mbaa- 
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qaeot  iBdaoomm  of  |iiMiinniin  vriwf  we  hmi  jud^Mnt,  in  vfaieh  the  India  oanpeiif  fatre 

virtuallT  and  pnu^tkselly  approved.  not  cemiured  bira.     NejTi  in  one  netance  be 

Secondly;  oeTeral  of  hie  wont  crimes  have  pleads  their  censure  in  bar  of  this  trial  ;*  br 

been  committed  since  the  last  parliamentary  he  says  "  In  that  censore  I  have  akeady  r^ 

renewal  of  his  (rust,  as  appears  by  the  dates  oeived  my  punishment.*'    If,  ibr  any  otber 

in  the  charge.  reasons,  they  come  and  say, ''  We  thank  yoo 

But  I  believe,  my  lords,  the  jndge9--iudgee  Sir,  Ibr  all  your  services:'*  To  that  I  answer, 

to  others,  grave  and   weighty  counsdlours,  yes;  and/  would  thank  him  for  his  serviceB 

and  assistants  to  your  lordshipe,  will  not  on  too,  if  I  knew  them.    But  /do  not; — periiaps 

reference  assert  to  your  lordships,  which  God  tk^  do.    Let  them  thank  him  for  those  ser- 

fufhid,  and  we  cannot  conceive,  or  hardly  state  vices.    I  am  ordered  to  prosecute  him  for  these 

in  argument,  if  but  for  argument,  thiU  if  one  crimes.     Here  therefore  we  are  on  a  balance 

of  the  judges  had  received  bribes  before  hie  with  the  India  company ;  and  your  kird^ips 

appointment  to  an  higher  judiciary  office,  he  may  perhaps  think  it  some  acUition  to  hit 

woiiU  not  still  be  open  to  prosecution.  crimes,  that  he  has  found  means  to  obtain  ths 

So  far  from  admitting  it  as  a  plea  in  bar,  thanks  of  the  India  company  for  the  whole  of 

we  charge,  and  we  hope  your  lordships  will  his  conduct,  at  the  same  time  that  their  records 

find  it  an  eitreme  aggravation  of  his  offences,  are  full  of  constant,  uniform,  particular  oenswe 

thai  no  favours  heaped  upon  him  could  niska  and  reprobaiaon  of  every  one  of  those  acts,  for 

him  grateful,  no  renewed  and  f^pea<Mi  trusts  which  be  now  stands  accused, 

could  make  him  (aithfol  and  hooef  t.  He  says,  there  is  the  testimony  of  Indiaa 

We  have  now  gone  through  most  of  the  prinoes  in  his  favour.  -  But  do  we  not  know 

general  topics.  how  seals  are  obtained  in  that  country  ?  ds 

But, — be  as  not  respoa<tible,  as  being  thank-  we  not  know,  how  those  princes  are  fanposed 

ed  by  the  court  of  directors.    He  has  had  the  upon  ?  do  wo  not  know  the  subjection  and 

thanks  and  approbation  of  the  India  company  thraldom,  in  which  they  are  held,  and  tfial 

for  his  services.    We  know  loo  well  here,  I  they  are  obliged  to  return  thanks  for  the  w^ 

trust  the  world  knows, — and  you  will  always  ferings,  which  they  liave  fell  ?  I  boliove  jroor 

assert,  that  a  pardon  from  the  crown  is  not  lordships  will  think,  that  there  is  not,  with  r^ 

pleadable  here,  that  it  cannot  bar  the  impeadi-  gard  to  some  of  these  princes,  a  more  dreadfii 

ment  of  the  Commons;  much  less  a  pardon  of  thing,  that  can  be  said  of  them,  than  that  he 

the  East-India  Company,  though  it  may  in-  has  obtained  their  thanks, 

vohre  them  in  guilt,  which  might  induce  us  to  I  understand  he  hss  obtained  the  thanks  of 

punish  them  for  such  a  pardon.    If  any  oor-  tbe  miserable  princesses  of  Oude,  whom  he 

.  poration  by  colkision  with  criminals  refuse  to  fans  craelly  imprisoned,  whose  treasDse  he  has 

do  thei^  duty  in  coercing  them,  the  magistrates  seised,  and  whose  eunuchs  he  has  toruiied.f 

are  answeiable.  They  thank  him  for  going  away.     They 

It  is  the  use,  virtue,  and  efficacy  ef  parlia-  thank  him  for  leaving  them  the  smallest  trifle 

mentary  judicial  procedure,  that  it  puts  an  end  of  their  subsistence ;  and  I  venture  to  say,  if 

\o  this  dominion  of  faction,  intrigue,  cabal,  and  he  wanted  a  hundred  more  panegyiica,  prc^ 

dandestme  intelligences.    The  acts  of  men  vided  he  never  came  again  among  them,  he 

are  put  to  their  proper  test,  and  the  works  of  might  have  them.    I  understand.  C  '•t  Mah- 

darkness  tried  in  the  fece  of  d'^y-HBOt  the  dajee   Scindia  has  made  his  panegyric  too. 

corrupted  opinions  of  others  on  .iiem,  but  their  Mahdajee  Scindia  has  not  made  his  panegyric 

own  intrinsic  merits.     We  charge  it  as  his  for  nothing;  for, *if  your  lordships  witt  sufier 

crime,  that  he  bribed  the  court  of  directors  to  him  to  enter  into  sudi  a  justification,  we  shaO 

thank  him  for  what  they  bad  condemned  as  prove,  that  he  has  sacrificed  the  dignity  of 

breaches  of  his  duty.  this  country,  and  the  interests  of  all  its  allies, 

The  East-India  Company,  it  is  tnie,  have  to  that  prince.  We  appear  here  neither  wilb 
thanked  him.  They  ought  not  to  have  done  panegyric,  nor  with  satire ;  it  is  for  subata»- 
it;  and  it  is  a  ruction  upon  their  character,  tial  crimes  we  bring  him  before  you,  and 
that  they  did  it.  But  the  directors  praise  him  among  others  for  cruelly  using  persons  of  the 
in  the  gross,  after  having  condemned  each  act  hi^^Mst  rank  and  consideratioQ  in  India ;  and, 
in  detail.  His  actioM  are  otf ,  eveiy  one,  cen- 
sured one  by  one,  as  they  arise.    I  do  not  r»-  •  See  Mr.  Hastings's  answer   to   the  first 

collect  any  one  »ra««w|i«n»  ^T  f^'*  "*^.'  ^  '  tTLstin  sentence,  which  was  quotet!  here, 

am  sure,  m  the  whole  body  of  that  succession  ^  omiued  fn  the  M8.  of  the  shon-hand  wrteer 

of  crimes  now  brought  before  you  for  your  —En. 
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w^fn  wf  pro7e  h«has  cruelly  injured  theitai  tif«  goTemrarat  of  the  oomliy;  in  wttai^  lo 
jnu  uril!  think  the  panegyrics  either  gross  fb^  sale  the  wfcole  laaded  interest  of  the  com- 
feri<:s,  or  inua't  miserable  aggravations  of  his  try;  in  setting  to  sale  the  British  governoMK 
offciicos,  since  they  shew  the  abject  and  and  his  own  feHow  servants  10  ihe  basest  and 
dreadful  xtate,  Into  which  he  has  driven  those  wickedest  ofmanliind.  I  shall  then  show  your 
peop!e.  For,  let  it  be  proved,  that  I  have  lordships,  that  wltea,  in  coosequence  of  such  a 
cniclly  robbed  and  maltreated  any  persons,  if  ^  body  of  corruption  and  peculation,  ho  jnsily 
T  produce  a  certificate  from  them  of  my  good  dreaded  the  indignation  of  his  coontry,  and  the 
behaviuur,  would  it  not  bo  a  corroborative  vengeance  of  its  laws,  in  order  to  raise  hiai- 
prjuf  of  the  terroor,  into  which  those  persons  self  a  faction  embodied  by  the  same  guilt  and 
•re  thrown  by  my  misconduct  ?  rewarded  in  the  same  manner,  he  has,  with  a 

My  lords,  these  are,  I  believe,  the  general     mostabandonedpfofosion,  thrown  away  the  re- 
grounds  of  our  charge— I  have  now  closed     venues  ofthe  country  to  firm  such  a  ftction  here, 
completely,  and  I  hope,  to  your  lordships*  aa-         I  shall  next  shew  your  lordships,  that,  having 
lisfaction,  the  whole  body  of  history,  of  which     exhausted  the  resources  of  the  company,  and 
I  wished  to  put  your  lordships  in  possession,     brought  it  to  extreme  difficulties  within,  he 
I  do  not  mean,  that  many  of  your  !;irdships     has  looked  to  hiscstensf  resources,  as  he  calls 
any  not  have  known  it  more  perfectly  by  your     them.    He  has  gone  up  into  the  coontry.    I 
onn  previous  inquiries ;  but  bringing  to  your     wifl  ^w,  th%t  he  has  plundered, or  atleaipted 
remembrance  the  slate  of  the  circumstances     to  plunder,  everr  person  dqiendent  upoO)  coo- 
of  the  persons,  with  whom  he  acted,  the  per-     aected,  or  allied  with  this  eoonlry. 
eons  and  power  he  has  abused, — I  have  gone        We  shall  afterwards  shew  what  infinite  mts- 
to  tho  principles  he  maintains,  the  precedents    chief  ba«  Mlowed  in  the  case  of  Benares,  upon 
he  quotes,  the  laws  and  authorities,  which  he     which  he  first  laid  his  hands  ;  next,  in  the  case 
refijses  to  abide  by,  and  those,  on  which  he  re-     irf*  (he  begwns  of  Oode. 
lies  ;  and  at  last  I  have  refuted  all  those  pleas,        We  sMl  dien  lay  befiire  you  Ihe  pMAigaie 
in  bar,  on  which  he  depends,  and  for  the  ef-     system,  by  which  be  endeavonrsd  to  oppress 
feci  of  which  he  presumes  on  the  indtilgence    that  couhtry,  first  by  residents,  nest  by  apses 
and  p^ience  of  this  country,  or  on  the  cor-     under  the  name  of  British  agents ;  and  lastly, 
ruption  of  some  persons  in  it.    And  here  I     that,  porsutng  his  way  up  to  the  aountains, 
dose  what  I  had  to  say  upon  this  subject ;     he  has  fbund  out  one  miserable  chief,  whose 
wishing  and  hoping,  that,  when  I  open  before     crimes  were  the  prosperity  ef  his  country  ■ 
yourlordships  the  case  more  particularly,  so  as     that  him  he  endeavoured  to  tortire  and  de- 
lo  stale  ratner  a  plan  of  thu  |>rocecding,  than    stroy,  £  do  not  mean  in  his  body,  but  by  ex- 
Ihe  direct  proof  d  the  crimes,  your  lordships     hausling  the  treasures,  which  hs  kept  fer  the 
will  hear  me  with  the  same  goodness  and  in-     benefit  of  his  people. 

dul^euce  I  have  hitherto  experienced  ;  tliat  In  short,  having  shown  yoor  k»itliihlps,  that 
YOU  will  consider,  if  I  hare  detained  you  long,  no  man,  who  is  in  his  power,  is  safe  from  his 
U  was  not  with  a  view  of  exhausting  my  own  arbitrary  will ;  that  no  man,  within  or  without, 
strength,  or  putting  your  paiience  to  too  se-  friend,  ally,  rival,  has  been  safo  from  him; 
vere  a  trial  i  but  from  the  sense  I  feel,  that  it  having  brought  it  to  this  point— if  I  am  not 
is  the  moyi  di/TicuIt  and  the  most  cogiplicated  able  in  my  own  person  immediately  to  go  op 
cause,  that  'was  ever  brought  before  any  into  the  country,  and  shew  the  ramifications 
K■l^^ar^  tribunal.  Therefore  I  was  resolved  of  the  system  (l  hope  and  trust  I  shall  be 
lo  bring  the  whole  substantially  before  you.  sparedto  take  my  part  in  parauing  him  through 
And  now,  if  your  lordshi|)s  will  permit  mo,  I  both,  if  I  am  not)  I  shall  go  at  least  to  the 
will  staia  tJie  method  of  my  future  proceeding  root  of  it ;  an<f  some  other  gentleman,  with  a 
and  the  future  proceeding  of  the  gentlemen  as-  thousand  times  more  idiility  than  I  poasen, 
sisting  me.  will  take  up  each  separate  part  in  its  proper 

I  mean  first  to  bring  bef  >ro  you  the  crimes  order.  And  I  believe  it  is  proposed  by  the 
as  they  are  classed,  and  are  of  the  same  spe-  managers,  that  one  of  them  shall,  as  soon  as 
cies  and  genus ;  and  ho%v  they  mutually  arose  possiUe,  begin  with  the  afiair  of  Benares, 
from  one  another.  I  shall  first  shew,  that  Mr.  The  point  I  now  mean  first  to  bring  Man 
Hastings's  crimes  had  root  in  that,  which  is  your  lordships  is  the  corruption  of  Mr.  Has- 
the  root  of  all  evil,  I  mean  avarice ;  that  ava-  tings,  his  system  of  peculation  and  bribery  ; 
rice  and  rapacity  were  the  groundwork  and  and  to  show  your  lordships  the  horrible  con- 
Ibundation  of  all  his  other  vitious  system ;  sequences,  which  resulted  from  it :  for,  at  first 
that  hs^s'iowed  it  ic  setting  to  sale  the  na-  sight,  bribery  and  peculation  do  not  teen  to  be 
Vol.  in.— 22 
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Mhorrid  a  maltar ;  th«y  iMy  terai  to  bo ooljr  op'mioii  of  oUien it  might niliiate  Huut  tfat 

tiM  treivfeiirini  a  little  money  cot  of  one  pocket  prodocuoo  of  it«  full,  proper,  aiui  (if  I  maj  sc                ' 

iaio  another ;  but  I  diatt  ahow,  that  by  such  aay)  itx  inmodiate  effecu 

a  system  of  brttwry  the  coontry  is  uodone.  It  was  my  design  to  class  the  crimes  of                ' 

I  shall  inform  your  lonishipa  in  the  best  the  late  govemour  of  Bengal — to  show  their                ! 

manner  I  can,  and  afterwaide  submit  the  whole,  mutual  bearings--4iow  they  were  mutually                | 

as  I  do  with  a  cheerful  heart  and  with  an  easy  aided  and  grew  and  were  formed  out  of  each                | 

and  assured  security,  to  that  justice,  which  is  other.    I  proposed  first  of  all  to  thaw  your                I 

the  security  far  all  the  other  justice  in  the  lordships,  that  they  have  their  root  in  that, 

kingdom.  which  is  (he  origin  of  all  eril,  ayarice  and 

rapacity— to  ahow  how  that  led  to  prodigality 

TRiAJLr^FlFTn   DAT,  of  the  fMiblic  money— «nd  how  prodigalUy  of 

nth  FArvarVy  1788.  ^  P"**^  "^®J^  ^^  wasting  the  treasures  of 

the  East-India  Company  furnished  an  excuse 

(Mr.  BtTRKS.)  ^  ^  goveraour-general  to  break  iui  faith,  19 

*'  violate  all  its  most  solemn  engagements,  and 

My  Lords,— -The  gentlemen  who  are  ap*  to  fall  with  a  hand  of  stem,  ferocious,  and 

poinled  by  the  Commons  to  manage  this  pro-  imrelenling  rapacity  upon  all  the  allies  and 

secution,  have  directed  me  tp  inform  your  dependencies  of  the  company.     But  I  shaV 

lordships,  that  they  hare  very  carefully  and  be  obliged  in  some  measure  to  abridge  this 

attentively  weighed  the  magnitude  of  the  sub-  plan ;  and  as  your  lordships  already  poasesa, 

ject,  which  they  bring  before  you,  with  the  from  what  I  had  the  honour  to  statd  on  Satnr* 

time,  which  the  naUire  and  circumstances  of  day,  a  general  view  of  this  matter,  you  wiO 

al&irB  allows  for  dieir  conducting  it  be  in  a  condition  to  pursue  it  wh«i  the  aeve- 

My  lords,  on  that  comparison  they  are  very  ral  articles  are  presented, 

apprehensive,  that,  if  I  should  go  very  largely  My  lords,  I  have  to  stale  to-day  the  root  of 

into  a  preliminary  eiplanation  irf*  the  sereral  *U  these  misdemeanours-Hiajnely,  the  pecu- 

matters  in  charge,  it  might  be  to  the  prejo-  niary^oonuptioo  and  avarice,  which  gave  ri^ 

<diee  of  an  early  trial  of  the  substantial  merits  and  primary  motion  to  aU  the  rest  of  the  de* 

of  each  vtide.     We  have  weighed  and  con-  Jinquencies,  charged  to  bo  committod  by  die 

sidered  this  maturely.    We  have  compared  govemour-general. 

exactly  the  time  with  the  matter,  and  we  have  My  lords,  pecuniary  comiptioo  forms  not 

found,  that  we  are  obliged  lo  do,  as  all  men  only,  as  your  brdships  will  observe  ui  the 

roost  do,  who  would  manage  their  aflbirs  prao-  charges  before  you,  an  article  of  charge  by 

ticably,  to  make  our  opinion,  of  what  might  iiself,  but  likewise  so  intermixes  with  ths 

be  most  advantageous  to  the  justness,  conform  whole,  tliat  it  is  necessary  to  give,  in  the  best 

to  the  time  that  is  left  to  perform  it  in.    We  maiuier  I  ara  able,  a  history  of  diat  corrupt 

must,  as  all  men  must,  subdiit  affairs  to  time,  system,  .which  brought  on  all  the  subsequeor 

and  not  think  of  making  time  conform  to  our  &cts  of  corruption.    I  will  venture  to  say, 

wishes:  and  therefore,  my  lords,  I  very  wil-  there  is  no  one  act,  in  which  tyranny,  malice, 

lingly  foU  in  with  the  inclinations  of  the  gen-  cruelty,  and  oppression  can  be  charged,  that 

tlemen,  with  whom  I  have  the  honour  to  act,  does  not  at  the  same  time  carry  evident  marks 

to  come  as  soon  as  possible  to  close  fighting,  of  pecuniary  corruption, 

and  to  grapple  immediiuely  and  directly  wiUi  I  slated  to  yoar  lordships  on  Saturday  last 

the  oomiptians  of  India;  to  bring  before  your  the  principles,  upon  which  Mr.  Hastiags  go* 

lordships  the  direct  articles ;  to  apply  the  evi-  vemed  his  omduct  in  India,  and  upon  which 

dence  to  the  articles,  and  to  bring  the  matter  he  grounds  his  defence.     These  may  a%  be 

forward  for  your  lordships'  decbion  in  that  reduced  to  one  ^ort  word,  aHnirofy  jmidw. 

manner,  vihidi  the  confidence  we  have  in  the  My  lords,  if  Mr.  Hastings  had  conter«ied,  as 

justice  of  our  cause  demands  from  the  Com-  other  men  have  often  done,  that  the  systun  of 

mans  of  Great  Britain.  government,  which  he  patronises,  and  on  which 

My  lords,  these  are  the  opinions  of  those,  with  he  acted,  was  a  system  tending  on  the  w^iole 

whom  I  have  the  honour  U>  act,  and  in  their  to  the  blessing  and  benefit  of  mankind,  pos- 

oiMnions  I  readily  acquiesce.    For  I  am  far  sibly  something  might  be  said  for  liiui  for  ser« 

from  wishing  to  waste  any  of  your  l<»dahipe'  ting  up  so  wild,  absurd,  irrational,  and  wicked 

time  upon  any  matter  merely  tlirough  any  a  system.     Something  might  be  said  to  qug.< 

opinion  I  have  of  the  luUure  of  the  bunneas,  lify  the  act  from  the  intention  ;  but  it  is  sib 

when  at  the  aane  time  I  find,  that  in  the  gi^  in  this  man,  that,  at  the  time  he  tells  you 
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be  a«(ed  oo  tho  prindplei  of  aibitrvy  power,  thmg,  which  dirtiognUiet  dus  wtiQii  emi- 

he  t«kes  care  to  inform  joa,  that  he  wasnot  nentlj  above  another,  it  ia,  (hat  in  ita  officea  at 

blind  to  the  coosequencea.     Mr.   Hastings  honei  both  judicial  and  in  the  auie,  there  ia 

^oreeaw,  that  the  oonaeqoenoe  of  thia  ■ystctn  leas  suspicion  oT  pecuniary  oormption  attach- 

was  corroptioD.    An  arbitrary  system  indeed  tog  to  them,  than  to  any  similar  offices  in  any 

most  always  be  a  corrupt  one.     My  lords,  part  of  the  globe,  or  that  have  existed  at  any 

tfMre  nerer  was  a  man,  who  thought  he  had  time ;  so  that  he,  who  would  set  up  a  system  of 

no  law  but  his  own  will,  who  did  not  soon  corruption,  and  aUempt  to  justify  it  upon  the 

iiad,  that  Ks  had  no  end  but  his  own  profit,  principle  of  utility,  that  man  is  staining  not 

Corruption  and  arbitrary  power  are  of  na*  only  the  nature  and  character  of  office,  but 

tumi  unequivocal  generation,  necessarily  pro-  that,  which  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  official 

duciag  one  another.    Mr.  Hastings  forssees  and  judicial  character  of  this  country ;  and 

the  abusive  and  corrupt  consequences,  and  therefore  in  this  house,  which  is  eminently 

theo  he  justifies  his  conduct  upon  the  ne-  the  gnaidian  of  the  purity  of  all  the  offices  of 

ooamties  of  that  system.    These  are  thinga  this  kingdom,  he  ought  to  be  called  eminently 

which  are  new  in  the  world  ;  for  there  never  and  peoiliarly  to  account     There  are  many 

was  a  man,  I  believe,  who  cooMnded  for  arbi-  things  undoubtedly  in  crimes,  which  make 

trary  power  (and  there  have  beea  persons  them  fiightfol  and  odious ;  but  bribery,  filthy 

wicked  and  foolish  enoii{A  to  contend  for  it)  hands,  a  chief  governour  of  a  great  empire 

that  did  not  pretend,  eifber  that  the  aystem  receiving  bribes  from  poor  misenUe  indigent 

VTM  good  m  itself,  or  thai  by  their  conduct  people,  this  is  what  makes  government  itself 

they  had  mitigated  or  had  purified  it\;  and  base,  contemptible  and  odioua  ia  the  eyee  of 

Aat  the  poison  by  passing  throngh  their  con-  mankind. 

stitutinn  had  acquired  salutary  properties.  My  brds,  it  is  certain,  that  even  tyranny 
But  if  yoa  kiok  at  his  defence  before  the  ilaalf  may  find  some  specious  oolour,  and  ap- 
Houae  of  Commons,  you  will  see,  that  that  pear  as  more  severs  and  rigid  execution  of 
very  aystem,  upon  which  he  governed,  and  justice.  Religious  persecution  may  shieM 
under  which  he  now  justifies  h»  actions,  did  itself  under  the  guise  of  a  mistaken  and  over^ 
appear  to  himself  a  system  pregnant  with  a  seakMis  piety.  Conquest  may  cover  its  baM- 
Ihoasand  evils  and  a  thousand  mischiefo.  ness  with  its  own  hunels,  and  the  ambition  of 
'  The  next  thing,  that  is  resaarkable  and  nxh  the  conquerour  may  be  hid  in  the  secrets  of 
golar  in  the  principles,  upon  which  the  gover-  his  own  heart  under  a  veil  of  benevolence 
noor-general  acted,  is,  that  when  he  is  en-  and  make  him  imagine  he  is  bringing  tempo^ 
gaged  in  a  vitious  system  which  clearly  leads  to  rary  deaolatiott  upon  a  country,  only  to  pnv 
evfl  consequences,  he  thinks  himself  bound  to  mote  its  ultimate  advantage  and  his  own 
realize  all  the  evil  consequences  involved  in  that  gfory.  But  in  the  principles  of  that  gover- 
•yatem.  AH  other  men  have  taken  a  directly  aour,  who  makea  nothing  but  money  his  object, 
contrary  course  ;  they  have  said,  I  have  been  there  can  be  nothing  of  thk.  There  are  hei« 
engaged  in  an  evil  system,  that  led  indeed  to  none  of  those  specious  dehisions,  that  look  like 
mischievous  consequences,  but  1  have  taken  virtues,  to  veil  either  the  governed  or  the  go- 
care  by  my  own  virtups  to  prevent  the  erils  of  vemoor.  If  you  kick  at  Mr.  Hastings's  merits, 
the  system ,  under  which  I  acted.  as  he  calla  them,  what  are  they  ?  di/he  improve 
We  say  then,  not  only  that  he  governed  the  internal  stale  of  the  government  by  great 
arbitrarily,  but  corruptly,  that  is  to  say,  that  reforma  1  No  auch  thing :  or  by  a  wise  and 
he  was  a  giver  and  receiver  of  bribes,  and  incorrupt  adminiatration  of  justice  ?  No.— 
firmed  a  system  for  the  purpose  of  giring  and  Has  he  enlarged  the  boundary  of  our  govern- 
receiring  them.  We  wish  your  lordships  ment?  No;  there  are  but  too  strong  prooft 
distinctly  to  consider,  that  he  did  not  only  give  of  his  lessening  it.  But  his  pretensions  to 
and  receive  bribes  accidentally,  as  it  happei^  merit  are,  that  he  squeezed  more  money  out 
ed  without  any  system  and  design,  merely  as  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  than  other 
Ae  opportunity  or  momentary  temptation  of  persons  could  have  done,  money  got  by  op> 
profit  urged  him  to  it,  but  that  he  has  formed  preaaion,  riolence,  extortion  from  the  poor,  or 
plana  and  systems  of  government  for  the  very  the  heavy  hand  of  power  upon  the  rich  and 
purpose  of  accumulating  bribes  and  presents  great.  * 

to  himself.    This  system  of  Mr.  Hastings's        These  are  hia  merita.    What  we  charge  a« 

government  is  such  a  one,  I  believe,  as  the  his  demerits  are  aD  of  the  same  nature ;  for 

British  nation  in  particukr  will  disown  ;  for  thoughtherejs  undoubtedly  oppression,  breach 

I  win  venture  to  say,  that,  If  there  is  any  eoa  of  fiuth,  oraelty,  perfidy,  chaiged  upon  him* 
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y«l  the  gf«fttniKii^  principle  of  the  whole,  and  Ttteiwe;  fee  thoogh  in  that  mJ  in  eiw^  Mile 
Ihait,  from  whMt  jou  can  never  hare  an  aet  tliere  may  be  cuhiidiarj  trerti— ,  by  whidi 
#ee,  is  OKNiey'— it  it  tbeTiee  of  base  aTarice,  wom  of  money  may  be  reeetved,  yet  they  fir- 
which  never  is,  nor  ever  appeani  even  to  the  bid  thev  servants,  their  gowmoon,  wliatefer 
prejudices  of  mankind  lobe,  any  thing  lilce  a  application  they  might  pretend  to  make  of 
virtue.  Oir  desire  of  acquiring  sovereignty  them,  to  receive,  omkr  any  other  nanae  or  pr»- 
in  India  ondbubtedly  originated  first  in  ideas  tence,  naore  than  a  certain  narked  simple  torn 
of  safety  and  necenity ;  its  next  step  was  a  of  money,  and  this  not  without  the  eonsent  and 
step  of  ambition.  That  ambition,  as  geneiaOy  peraiission  of  the  presidency,  to  which  they 
happens  in  conqueet,  was  fbOowed  by  gains  of  belong.  This  is  the  anhstaoce,  the  principle, 
money ;  butaAerwunda  there  was  no  mixture  at  and  tlM  spirit  of  the  covenanto,  and  wiH  shew 
all ;  it  was, during  Mr.  Haslinga*s  time,  aNtigo.  yom  lordships  how  radicated  an  evil  this  eC 
there  business  of  money.  If  he  has  extirpated  a  bribety  and  presents  was  judged  to  be. 
nation,  1  will  not  say  whether  property  or  hn-  When  these  covenants  arrmd  In  India,  the 
properly,  it  is  becatme  (says  he)  you  have  all  the  servants  refiised  atfirstto  execute  them;  aid 
benefit  of  conquest  without  OKpense,  you  have  got  suspended  the  execution  of  them,  tiB  tliey  had 
•  large  sum  of  money  from  the  people,  aial  you  enriched  thctmelvee  with  presents.  Eleven 
may  leave  them  to  i>e  governed  by  whom,  and  nmths  elasped,  and  it  was  not  tiH  Laid  Cliia 
asthey  wiK.  This  is  directly  contraiy  to  the  reached  the  placeof  his  destination,  that  the 
principles  of  conqueioors.  If  be  has  at  any  time  covenants  were  cleotod ;  and  tliey  were  not 
taken  any  money  from  the  dependencies  of  the  oaecnted  then  wiihoui  some  degree  of  Ibioa. 
^aompany,  he  does  not  pretend,  that  it  #u  Soon  aAerwards  the  trsaty  wae  made  with  the 
^obtained  from  their  xeal  and  affection  to  eer  oountiy  powers,  by  which  Shnjn  nl  Dewfe 
cause,  or  that  it  made  their  submission  more  was  re-eatablishod  in  the  piovmee  of  Onde^ 
compkAe ;  very  far  from  it  He  aays,  they  and  paidasomof  ^.ANVOOO  to  the  oampanylbr 
ought  to  be  independent,  and  all,  thai  you  hacve  it.  It  was  a  public  payment,  and  there  was 
to  do,  it  is  to  aqoeeae  money  (rom  them.  In  not  a  suspicion,  that  a  single  shilling  of  private 
short  money  is  the  beginning,  the  middle,  and  eneohment  attended  it.  Bit  whether  Mr. 
the  end  of  every  kind  of  aet  done  by  Mr.  Han-  Hastings  had  the  example  of  odieia  or  not,  their 
lings>-pretendedly  for  the  ooinpaiiy,  but  really  example  eouU  not  jnatify  his  briberies.  He 
fi»r  himaeUl  was  sent  there  to  pot  an  end  te  all  tfaoee  ex- 
Having  said  so  much  about  the  origin,  the  amples.  HieooflBpany  did  txpieaslj  vest  Hm 
6nt  prin^ple  both  of  that,  which  he  makes  hit  with  that  power.  They  declarad  al  that  lime, 
merit,  and  which  we  charge  as  his  demerit;  that  the  whole  of  their  serrioe  wna  totally  coi^ 
the  next  step  is,, that  I  ehoold  lay  ap<:i>  to  your  rupted  by  bribes  and  preasnts,  and  by  extrava- 
lordehips,  as  clearly  as  1  can,  what  ihfe  erase  gance  and  luxury,  whidi  partly  gave  rise  M 
of  his  employers,  the  East-India  Compajiy,  them ;  and  these  in  dieir  tnm  enabled  them 
and  friiat  the  sense  of  the  legislature   itsetf  to  pursue  those  exeeases.    They  not  only  re« 


haa  been  upon  these  merits  and  demerits  of    poeed  tnnt  in  the  integrity  of  Mr.  Hnstinga, 
money.  but  reposed  trust  in  his  remarkable  fiugahtf 


My  lords,  the  company  knowing,  that  these  and  order  in  his  aflaiie,  virhkk  Utey  oonaidered 

money  trahsactions  were  likely  to  subvert  as  things,  that  distinguished  his   diaracler. 

that  empire,  whidi  was  first  established  upon  Bat  in  his  defence  we  have  him  quite  in  another 

them,  did  in  the  year  1766^  aend  out  a  body  of  character,  no  longer  the  frugal  attentive  aervant 

the  strongest  and  most  solemn  oovenams  to  their  bred  to  business,  bred  to  book-keeping,  as  all 

servants,  that  they  shoukl  take  no  presents  the  company's  servants  are;  he  new  knowt 

from  the  country  powers  under  any  name  or  nothing  of  his  own  afiaira,  knows  not  whether 

description,  except  those  things,  which  were  he  is  rich  or  poor,  knows  not  what  he  has  in 

publicly  and  openly  taken  (or  the  use  of  the  the  world.    Nay,  people  are  brought  forward 

company,  nanwly  ferriltories,  or  twns  ofmmnfy  to  say,  that  they  know  better  than  he  does  what 

which  might  be  obtained  by  treaty.     They  hie  affiun  are.    He  is  not  like  a  careful  man 

distinguished  such  presents,  as  were  taken  bred  in  a  ooonting-hoose,  and  by  the  direders 

from  any  peraons  privately  and  imknown  to  potintoanofliceofthehighesttmstonnocount 

them,  and  without  their  authorNy,  frtMn  snbsi-  of  the  regularity  of  his  afiaiia  ;  he  is  like  ono 

dies;  and  that  this  is  the  true  nature  and  con-  buried  in  the  contemplation  of  the  stars,  and 

struction  of  their  order,  I  shall  contend,  and  knows  nothing  of  the  things  of  this  world.    It 

explain  afterwards  to  your  lordships.    They  was  dien  on  account  of  an  idea  of  his  greaft 

have  said,  nothing  shall  be  taken  for  their  pri*  inisgrity,thot  the  company  pnl  him  into  thin 


Siw!f»  Ibalk  Im  hM  thonght  proper  «idi  lik«,'-HJirtcUy  is  the  wery  tame  light  u 

to  jmtify  hiirndfy  not  by  dvaring  hiawelf  of  they  comiderod  taking  \:icm  by  th^oKclveo. 

vecciviiif  hribeo,  but  by  ^ftyiug,  that  id  bad  It  ia  perhaps  a  much  mom  dangeroi'^  uxiy, 

oouaequoMeo  roouilod  firom  it,  imd  that,  if  any  because  it  adds  to  the  crime  a  fiSse  pr^nari- 

•Qch  evil  consequences  did  arise  from  it,  they  eating  mode  of  concealing  it,  and  makes  it 

amee  rather  iroui  Itis  inattention  to  roooey  than  much  more  mischievous  by  aidraitting  others 

from  his  desire  of  acquiring  it.  into  the  participation  of  it.    Mr.  Hastings  ha:i 

I  have  stated  to  your  lordships  ilie  nature  o^  wid,  and  it  is  one  of  the  general  complaiats  of 

tbe  coivsMunts,  which  the  East-India  Company  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  is  made  answerarfe  for 

•ant  o«t\  Afterwards,  when  they  ibund  their  the  acts  of  other  men.    It  is  a  thing  inliercnl 

■Mfants  bad  refined  to  execute  these  covenants^  in  the  nature  of  his  situation.    AU  thove,  who 

4iey  not  only  very  severely  reprehended  even  a  oajoy  a  great  superintending  trust,  which  is  to 

■noment's  delay  in  their  execution,  and  threa-  regulate  the  whole  afiairs  of  an  empire,  aro 

teoed  the  wrfing  the  most  strict  and  rigorous  respcmsible  for  the  acts  and  conduct  of  other 

perfurmance  of  i)Mia,  but  they  sent  a  coomus-  men,  so  &r  as  they  had  any  thing  to  do  with 

•ion  10  enibroe  the  observance  of  them  more  appointing  them,   or  hotdmff  them  in  their 

ainngly  \  and  that  commission  had  it  speciallj  places,  or  having  any  sort  of  inspection  into 

in  «baiiBe  sever  to  receive  presents.      They  tlieir  conduct. 

Mover  sent  out  a  person  to  India  without  r^  But  when  a  govemour  presumes  U>  remove 

nny>i»iiig  the  grievance,  and  without  ordering,  from  their  situations  those  persons,  whom  the 

tiMt  presents  should  not  be  received,  as  the  public  authority  and  sanction  of  the  company 

Main  fundamental  part  of  their  duty,  and  upon  have  appointed,  and  obtrudes  upon  them  by 

vriuoh  all  the  .rest  depended,  as  it  certainly  violence  other  persons,  superseduig  the  orders 

■Miat :  (at  persons  at  the  head  of  government  of  his  masters,  he  becomes  doubly  responsible 


■houU  not  encourage  that  by  examplo»  which    for  their  conduct.    If  the  p«»r«ons  he  names 
tfiegr  ought  by  precept,  authority  and  foroe,  to     should  bs  of  notorious  evil  character  and  evil 


in  all  below  them.    That  commission    principles,  and  if  this  should  be  perfectly 
faiiingt  anodier  commission  was  iMPsparing  to    known  to  himself,  and  of  public  notoriety  t(^ 
hm  neat  out  with  the  mne  instiuctioos,  when     the  reel  q(  the  world,  then  another  strong  re- 


an  act  of  parliament  look  it  up:  and  that  act,  nonsibility  attaches  on  him  for  the  acts  o( 

which  gave  Mr.  Hastings  power,  did  mould  in  those  persons. 

the  Tory  first  stamina  of  his  power  this  principle        Govemoorsy  we  know  very  well,  cannot 

IP  viiords  the  soost  clear  and  forcible,  thataa  act  vrith  their  own  hands  be  oontinua^y  receiving 

of  parliassent  codd  possibly  devise  upon  the  bribes ;  br  then  they  mutt  have  as  many 

anlgoct.    And  that  act  wisniado  not  only  upon  hands,  as  one  of  the  idols  in  an  Indian  templO| 

a  general  kaoiriedge  of  the  grievance,  but  your  in  order  to  receive  all  the  bribes,  which  a  go« 

lonlshipa  will  see  in  the  rsporu  of  that  time,  vemour>general  may  receive ;  but  they  have 

that  parliamsnt  had  directly  in  view  before  them  vicarously.    As  there  are  many  offices, 

them  the  whole  of  thatmonstro>is  head  ofcofw  so  ho  has  had  various  c^ioers,  for  receiving 

ivption  under  the  name  of  presents,  and  all  and  distributing  his  bribes ;  he  has  had  a  great 

the  monstrous  oooseqoeneee,  that  folbwud  it.  many,  some  white  and  some  black,  agents. 

Now,  my  kirds,  every  office  of  trust,  in  its  The  white  men  are  loose  and  licentious ;  they 

▼ovy  native,  forbids  the  receipt  of  bribes.    But  are  apt  to  have  resentments,  and  to  be  bold  ia 

Mr.  PMTi"g«  was  forbidden  it,  first,  by  his  revenging  them.    The  Uack  men  are  rery 

official  situation ;  next  by  covenant ;  and  lastly  secret  and  mysterious  \  they  are  not  apt  to  have 

by  act  of  parliament-— that  is  to  say*  by  aU  very  quick  reeentments,  they  have  not  the  same 

the  thing*,  that  bind  mankind,  orthatcan  bind  liher^  and  boldness  of  hmguage,  which  cha- 

thom,— first,  mora)  obligation  inherent  in  tho  racterize  Europeans ;  and  they  have  foan  too 

dnty  of  their  office;  aext,  the  positive  iojuno-  for  themselves,  which  makes  it  more  likely, 

lioon  of  the  legislature  of  the  country }  and  lastly,  that  they  will  conceal  any  thing  committed  to 

a  nnui's  own  private,  partictdar,  voluntary  act  them  by  Europeans.   Therefore  Mr.  Hastings 

and  covenant     These  three,  tlie  great  and  had  his  Uack  agents,  not  one,  two,  three, 

only  obligatians,  that  bind  mankind,  all  united  bat  many,  disseminaied  through  the  country ; 

in  the  focus  of  this  single  point^^that  they  no  two  of  thgm  hardly  appear  to  be  m  the 

should  take  no  preeenta.  secret  of  any  one  bribe,    H0  has  had  likewiso 

I  sm  U>  mark  your  hvdsbips,  that  this  law  his  white  agenta— they  were  oecosaary—a  Mr. 

nad  ths  covenant  did  oomider  indirect  wajs  Larkms  aiul  a  Mr.  CrofU.    Mr.  Crofb  was 

«f  taking  prnsain    Hkii^  then  by  otheia,  lad  «uh>treaaiirer,  and  Mr.  Larkins  accountant- 
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genenL  lliese  wvn  ifae  last  peraon  of  tU  of  tht  eomrtrj,  had  flwir  eatatag  in  tl«i  mmi- 
othen,  that  should  have  had  any  thing  to  do  ner  oonfiKatad,  that  ia,  aithar  fiaca  (o  ihaaii- 
with  bribes ;  yet  theaa  were  aoiue of  hts agents     aelres  to  hold  on  the  footing  of  ^ — 


ia  iMibery.    There  are  few  instances  in  com-  totally  confiscated ;   when 

parisoo  of  the  whole  number  of  bribes,  but  tyranny  was  done,  no  doubt, 

there  are  some,  where  two  men  are  in  the  pretended.     This  confitcalion 

secret  of  the  same  bribe.    Nay,  it  appeais,  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  bads  tel 

that  there  was  one  bribe  divided  into  different  fiumers  lor  fitn  yoara,  upon  an  idea,  which 


payments  at  different  times — dial  one  part  was  always  accompanies  his  aeia  of 

committed  to  one  black  secretary — another  die  idea  of  moMtd  McriC    He  adopted 

part  to  another  black  aecretary.    So  that  it  is  node  of  oonfiKaiing  the  eslatea,  and  leoiag 

almost  impossible  to  make  up  a  complete  body  them  to  ftimcra,  for  the  avowod  pwpoaa  of 

of  all  his  bribery :  you  may  find  the  scattered  seeing  how  much  it  was  poswhlr  tm  take  out 

limbs,  some  here  and  othon  there ;  and  wh9e  of  thein.    Accordingly  he  aet  ihem  op  to  this 

you  are  empk>yed  in  picking  them  up,  he  wild  and  wicked  auction,  as  it  would  have 

may  escape  entirely  in  a  prosecution  for  the  been,  if  it  had  been  a  real  one    cuiiupt  aad 

whole.  treacherous,  as  it  was.    He  s^  Ibsse  lands 

The  first  act  of  his  government  in  Bengal  up  for  the  purpose  of  makuig  that  discosety, 
was  the  most  bold  and  eitraordinary,  that  I  aiid  pretended,  that  the  diaoovecy  would  yic4d 
Delieve  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  any  man,  a  most  amazing  increase  of  rent.  And  for 
I  will  say,  of  any  tyrant  It  was  no  more  or  some  time  it  appeared  so  to  do,  til  it  caaae  to 
less  than  a  general  (almost  eioeptless)  conlis-  the  touchstone  of  ezperieaee  ;aad  then  it  «ms 
cation,  in  time  of  profound  peace,  of  all  the  found,  that  there  was  a  defakattoii  fi«n  thaee 
landed  property  in  Bengal  upon  most  extraor-  monstrous  raised  revenues,  which  were  to 
dinary  pretences.  Strange  as  this  may  iq>pear,  cancel  in  the  minds  of  the  diredon  the  wick- 
he  did  so  confiscate  it ;  he  put  it  up  to  a  pre-  edness  of  so  atrociouB,  flagitious,  aad  hotrid 
tended  public,  in  reality  to  a  private  oorrapt,  an  act  of  treachery.  At  the  end  of  five  yean 
suiction;  and  audi  fovoured  bmdhoklerB,  as  w4iatdo  you  think  was  the  foiluref— -No  km 
came  to  it,  were  obliged  to  conskier  thetaielves  than  £.t, 060^000.  Then  a  new  souros  of  cor- 
as  not  any  longer  proprietors  of  the  estates,  mption  was  opened,  that  is,  how  to  deal  with 
but  to  recognize  themselves  as  fiirmen  under  Ihe  balances :  for  every  man,  who  had  en- 
government  :  and  even  those  few,  that  were  gaged  in  these  transactions,  was  a  debtor  to 
permiued  to  remain  on  their  estates,  had  their  government,  and  the  remission  of  that  deht 
payments  raised  at  his  arbitrary  discretion ;  depended  upon  the  discretion  of  the  govemoar> 
and  the  rest  of  the  lands  were  given  to  farmers  generaL  Then  the  persons,  wtio  were  to  settle 
general,  appointed  by  him  and  his  committee,  the  composition  of  that  immense  debt,  who 
at  a  price  fixed  by  the  same  arbitraiy  dis-  were  to  see  how  much  was  reeoverable,  and 
cretion.                                                           ^  bow  much  not,  were  able  to  fovour,  or  to  exact 

It  is  necessary  to  inAmn  your  kirdsbips,  to  the  last  shilling ;  and  there  never  ejcisted  a 

that  the  revenues  of  Bengal  are  for  the  most  doubt,  but  that,  not  only  upon  the  origmal 

part  territorial  revenues,  great  quit  rents  issu-  cruel  exaction,  but  upon  the  remission  after- 

ing  out  of  lands.    I  shall  say  nothing  either  wards,  immense  gains  were  derived.     This 

of  the  nature  of  this  property,  of  the  rights  of  will  account  for  the  manner,  in  which  tiMse 

the  people  to  it,  or  of  the  mode  of  exacting  the  stupendous  fortunes,  which  astonish  the  worid, 

rents,  till  that  great  question  of  revenues,  one  have  been  made.    They  have  been  mad^^ 

of  the  greatest,  which  we  shall  have  to  lay  first,  by  a  tjrrannous  exaction  ftiNn  the  people, 

before  you,  shall  be  brought  before  your  lord-  who  were  suffered  to  remain  in  poasession  of 

ships  particularly  and  specially  as  an  article  of  their  ovra  land  as  foimers,  then  by  setting  the 

dmrge.    I  only  mention  it  now  as  an  exem-  rest  to  ftimers  at  rents  and  under  hopes,  which 

pUfication  of  the  great  principle  of  corruption,  could  never  bo  realized,  and  then  getting  money 

which  guided  Mr.  Hastingsrs  conduct.  for  the  relaxation  of  their  ddMs.    But  whatever 

When  the  antient  nobility,  the  great  princes  excuse,  and  however  wicked,  there  mi^t  have 

ffor  such  I  may  call  them)  a  nobility,  perhaps,  been  for  this  widied  act,  namely,  that  it  carried 

aa  antient  as  that  of  your  lordMiips,  (and  a  upon  the  face  of  it  some  sort  oif  appearance  of 

more  truly  noUe  body  never  existed  in  that  public  good,  that  is  to  say,  that  sort  of  puklie 

character;)  my  lords,  when  all  the  nobflity,  good,  which  Mr.  Hastmgs  so  oAon  professed,  of 

some  of  whom  have  borne  the  rank  and  polit  ruining  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  the  oom> 

of  princes,  all  the  gentry,  all  the  fi«eho(ders  pany ;  yet,  in  feel,  this  buainsai  of  balanesi  n 
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4mt  NiAtf,  Id  wfaioh  Imto  been  imill«d  and  brad  mn  k  weUkoowD  n  the  recordi  of  the  coiih 
•nd  bom  ell  the  oonuptaons  of  Indie  ;—<Mirt«  pany,  ae  hia  e^m  for  receiTing  secret  gifts, 
kjr  meking  exiATigant  domeads,  and  after-  toahaGkUoam  and  presente.  You  would  havo 
wanh  by  making  eonupt  reiaxaliooa  of  Uiem.  imagined,  that  he  vrould  at  leaat  have  kept 
Beeidea  ihia  moOBtroua  failure  in  cooa^  Aim  out  of  theee  fanna,  in  order  to  give  the 
queoce  of  a  miaermble  exaction,  by  which  more  measure  a  colour  at  leaat  of  disinterestedneaa, 
waa  attempted  to  be  forced  from  the  country  and  toahow,  that  thia  whole  aystem  of  corrupt 
than  it  waa  capable  of  yielding,  and  thia  by  tion  and  pecuniaiy  oppreaaion  was  carried  on 
way  of  experiment,  when  your  k>rdihipa  come  lor  the  benefit  of  the  company.  The  gover- 
to  inquire  who  the  (armer»'general  of  the  nour-general  and  council  made  an  ostenaiblu 
revenue  were,  you  would  naturally  expect  to  order,  by  whidi  do  collector,  or  person  con- 
find  them  to  be  the  men  in  the  aevaral  coud-  pemed  in  the  revenue,  abould  have  toy  con- 
triea,  who  had  the  moot  intereat,  the  greatest  nection  with  theae  lanna.  Thia  order  did  not 
wealth,  the  beat  knowledge  of  the  revenue  and  include  the  govemour-gcneral  in  the  words  of 
reaonrcea  of  the  oountiy,  in  which  they  lived,  it,  but  more  than  included  him  in  the  spirit  of 
Theae  would  be  thought  the  natural  proper  it :  becauae  hia  power  to  protect  a  fiumeiw 
bnner»>general  of  each  diatrict.  No  auch  general  in  the  peraoa  of  hia  own  aervant  waa 
thing,  my  lords.  They  are  Riund  in  the  body  infinitely  greater  than  that  of  any  aubordi- 
of  people,  whom  I  haTO  mentioned  to  your  lord-  nate  penon.  Mr.  Haatinga,  in  breach  of  thia 
ahipa.  They  were  almoat  all  let  to  Calcutta  order,  gave  fiuma  to  hia  own  banyan.  Toufind 
banyana.  Calcutta  banyana  were  the  larmen  of  him  the  &rmer  of  great,  of  vaat  and  extensive 
ahnost  the  whole.  Theyaub-delegaledtoolhen^  fiirow. 

who  aometimea  had  aub-delegatea  under  them  Another  legulation,  that  waa  made  on  that 

«l  v^/butmm.     The  whole  farmed  a  ayalem  occaaion,  waa,  that  no  farmer,  ahouid  have, 

together  through  theanooeaaaon  of  Uadc  tyrants  exoept  in  particular  caaea,  which  were  maik- 

acaitered  through  the  country,  in  whic^  you  ed,  deacribed,  and  accurately  diatioguiahed,  a 

at  last  find  the  European  at  the  end,  -aome-  greater  larro  than  what  paid  iC.]0/)00  a  year 

tiroes  indeed  not  hid  yery  deep,  not  above  one  to  government.  Mr.  Hastings,  who  had  broken 

between  him  and  the  fiurmer,  namely,  his  the  first  regulation  by  givbg  any  farm  at  all 

banvan  directly,  or  acme  other  black  peraoQ  to  hia  banyan,  finding  himself  bolder,  broke 

to  represent  him.    But  some  have  ao  managed  Uie  aecond  too,  and,  instead  of  £.IO,(XX),  gave 

the  afiair,  that  when  you  inquire  who  the  far-  him  &rma  paying  a  revenue  of  iC.lSO,000  a  year 

mer  i^-Waa  aiich  a  one  fiirmer  ?— >No.  Can-  to  government.    Men  undoubtedly  have  been 

too  Baboo?— No.     Another?— No;  at  laat  known  to  be  under  the  dominion  of  their  do- 

you  find  three  deep  of  fictitious  farmers,  and  meatica :   auch  things  have  happened  to  great 

you  find  the  European  gentlemen,  high  in  men ;  they  never  have  Iiappened  justifiably  in 

place  and  authority,  the  real  farmers  of  the  my  opinion.    They  have  never  hiqipened  ex- 

aettlement.    So  that  the  zen^indara  were  dis-  cuaably ;  but  we  are  acquainted  aufiiciently 

poaaeased,  the  coimtry  racked  and  ruined  far  tlio  with  the  weakneaa  of  human  nature  to  know. 


benefit  of  an  European,  under  the  name  of  a  that  a  domeatic,  who  has  served  you  b  a  near 

fanner :  far  you  will  easily  judge  whether  these  office  long,  and  in  your  opinion  faithfully,  does 

gentlemen  had  fallen  ao  deefily  in  love  with  the  become  a  kind  of  relation :  it  bringa  on  a  great 

banyans,  and  thought  ao  highly  of  their  merita  alTection  and  regard  far  his  interest.     Now 

and  services,  aa  to  reward  them  with  all  the  waa  thia  the  case  with  Mr.  Haatings  and  Can- 

piisaessions  of  the  great  landed  intereat  of  the  too  Baboo  ?  Mr.  Haatinga  waa  juat  arrived  ai 

country.    Your  lordsliips  are  too  grave,  wise  hia  government,  and  Cantoo  Baboo  had  been 

and  discemmg,  to  make  it  necessary  far  mo  ^  a  year  in,hia  aervice;  ao  that  he  could  not 

to  say  more  upon  that  atibject.    Tell  me,  that  in  that  time  have  contracted  any  great  degree 

the  banyansof  English  gentlemen,  dopendanta  of  fi-ieodahip  for  him.    Thdae  people  do  not 

on  them  at  Calcutta,  were  the  fiirmera  through-  live  in  your  houae ;  the  Hindoo  servants  never 

out,  and  I  believe  i  need  not  tell  your  kxdahipa,  aleep  in  it ;  they  cannot  eat  with  your  servant ; 

far  whose  benefit  diey  were  firmera.  they  have  no  aecond  Uble,  in  wbidi  they  can 

But  there  is  one  of  theae,  who  comea  ao  be  continually  about  you,  to  be  domesticated 

nearly,  indeed  so  precisely  within  tliia  obaervo-  with  youtielf,  a  part  of  your  being,  as  people's 

tion,  that  it  ia  impoasible  for  me  to  paaa  him  by.  aervanta  are  to  a  certain  degree.    These  per- 

Whoever  haa  heard  of  Mr.  Haatinga'a  name,  aooa  live  all  abroad  ;  they  come  at  staled  houra 

with  any  knowledge  of  Indian  connoctiooa,  haa  upon  mattera  of  businoaa,  and  nothing  more. 

Bsaid  of  hk  banyan  Cantoo  Baboo.    Thia  But  if  it  had  been  otherwise,  Mr.  Haatinga*! 
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iMumsetieii  with  Cifitoo  Baboo  had  beca  but  and  thaaa  wera  the  honrid  waya,  ia  wbieh  ha 

ofa  ^ear*a  lUiKliiig :  ho  had  befbra  aerred  in  raeeired  bribea  beyond  aaj  oooiiMn  rale, 

thai  capacity  Mr.  Sykes,  who  reenmmended  When  Mr.  Haaiinga  waa  appointed  in  die 

hunlo  Mr.  Hastings.    Your  lordshipe  then  year  177S  tobegoremour-generai  of  Bengal, 

are  to  judge,  whether  such  outrafeous  violap  toff^}*er  with  Mr.  Harwell, General  Cbfcriag, 

lions  of  all  the  prioeiplea,  by  which   Mr.  Coiriii4  M'lnson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  the  oom* 

Hastings  pretended  to  be  guided  in  the  settle*  pauy ,  I  no«  in^  the  former  corrupt  stale  of  their 

meat  of  these  fimns,  were  for  the  btaefit  of  servi*x  {\hU  •.be  whok)  oi^rupC  system  of  Mr. 

this  <M,  decayed,  affectionate  serrant  of  one  Ha<stiii.''i  ai  that  time  not  being  known,  or 

year's  standing— ^our  lordships  will  judge  of  c-vrn  sitjiircied  at  home)  did  onder  them,  in 

thftt  dieckof  c^*-  of  the  spirit  of  tlie  act  of  porliamem, 

I  have  here  spoken  only  of  the  banning  of  to  make  an  intpiiry  into  all  manner  of  €onii|H 

a  great  notorious  system  of  corruption ;  which  tions  kod  malvenations  in  ofice,  without  ^ 

branched  out  so  many  ways,  and  into  such  a  exeoption  of  uiy  persons  whaterer.     Toar 

variety  of  abuses,  and  has  dflicted  that  kingdom  h)rdships  are  to  know,  that  the  act  did  ezprcss- 

with  such  horrible  evils  from  that  day  to  this,  ly  authorise  the  court  of  directors  to  franw  a 

that  I  witt  Tonture  to  say  it  will  laake  one  body  of  instructions,  and  to  give  orders  to  their 

of  the  greatest,  weightiest,  and  most  malarial  new  servants,  appointed  under  the  aet  of  par- 

parts  of  the  charge,  thai  is  now  before  you ;  iiament,  lest  itshouM  be  supposed,  that  they, 

as  I  believe  I  need  not  tell  your  lordships,  that  by  their  appoinoMni  irider  tiie  act,  ooidd  supei^ 

an  attempt  to  aet  up  the  whole  landed  mterost  sede  the  aiahority  ^f  th«  directors. 

of  a  kingdom  to  auction  must  be  attended,  not  The  directors,  sensibiv  of  Mm  power  left  in 

only  in  Ihat  act  but  every  consequential  act,  them  over  tJieir  servanis  by  the  act  of  pariin* 

with  most  grievooM  and  terrible  consequences,  ment,  though  their  nominal i(4i  was  taken  from 

Mylordi^Iwiilnowoome  toasceneofpectt-  them,  did,  agreeably  ta  Uie  spirit  and  power 

ktion  of  another  kind ;  namely,  a  peculation  by  of  that  act,  give  thi«  order, 

the  direct  saleof  offices  of  justice ;  bj  thedirect  Tlie  council  ooixdalBd  of  rwo  parties;  Mr. 

sale  of  the  successions  of  fiunilies,  by  the  sale  of  Hastings  and  Mr.  Barwell,  who  were  chosen, 

gaurdianships,  and  trusts,  held  most  sacred  and  kept  there,  upon  the  idea  of  their  fecal 

among  the  people  of  India;  by  the  sale  of  knowledge ;  and  theolher  three,  who  were  ap- 

Ihem,  not  as  before  to  fanners,  not  as  you  might  pointed  on  account  of  their  great  parts  and 

imagine  to  near  relations  of  the  famihea,  bat  a  known  integrity.    And  I  will  venture  to  say, 

aale  of  them  to  the  unfaithful  servanis  of  those  that  those  tluee  gentlomen  did  so  execute  their 

fiunilies,  their  own  peHklious  servuts,  who  duty  in  India  in  all  the  aubstantiiJ  parts  of  it, 

had  Diined  their  estates,  who,  if  any  balanrses  that  they  will  serve  as  a  shield  to  cover  the 

had  accrued  to  the  government,  had  been  the  honour  of  England,  whenever  this  country  it 

cause  of  those  debts.    Those  very  servants  upbraided  in  India. 

were  pot  in  power  over  their  estates,  their  They  found  a  rumoir  runnmg  through  the 
persons  and  their  families  by  Mr.  Hastings  country  of  great  pccuktiono  and  oppreaskw. 
for  a  shamefiil  price.  It  will  be  proved  to  Soon  after,  when  it  was  known,  what  their  in* 
your  k>rdsh yis  in  the'  courae  of  this  buaineaa,  stnictioas  were,  and  that  the  council  was  ready, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  haa  done  this  in  another  as  is  the  first  duty  of  all  govemours,  even 
sacred  trust,  the  moot  sacred  trust  a  man  can  when  there  is  no  express  order,  to  receive 
have ;  that  is,  in  the  case  of  thoee  vackiels  (as  complaints  against  the  oppressions  and  cof^ 
they  call  them)  agents,  or  attomies,  who  had  ruptkms  of  government  in  any  part  of  it— they 
been  sent  to  assert  and  support  the  rights  of  found  snch  a  body  (and  that  bodyshatt  be  pn>* 
their  miserable  masters  before  .the  council-  duoed  toyoork>rdsbips)ofconrupcnnandpeco• 
generaI.  It  will  be  proved,  that  these  vackiels  lation  in  every  walk,  in  every  department,  in 
were  by  Mr.  Hastings,  for  a  price  to  be  paid  every  situation  of  life,  in  the  sale  of  the  most 
for  it,  put  in  posBemian  of  the  very  power,  sacred  trasts,  and  in  the  destruction  of  the 
situatk>n,  and  estates  of  those  mastera,  who  moot  antient  families  of  the  country,  as  I  be- 
sent  them  to  Caksutta  to  defend  them  firoa  licve  in  so  short  a  time  never  was  unveUed 
wrong  and  violence.  The  sett'mg  offices  of  since  the  worU  began, 
justice,  the  sale  of  suecession  m  fomilies,  of  Tour  kndships  wouU  imsgine,  that  Mr. 
guardianships  and  other  sacred  trusts,  the  Hastmgs  wouhl  at  least  ostensibly  have  taken 
seliuig  masters  to  their  servants,  and  princi-  some  part  in  endeavouring  to  faring  theee  coi*^ 
pals  to  the  attomtes  they  empfeyed  to  defend  ruptions  before  the  public,  or  that  he  would  at 
themselvos,  were  all  parts  of  the  same  system  i  least  have  acted  with  some  little 
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in  hit  flppiMtioB.    Butaks !  it  wMiioi  in  hk  obloquy  of  thoEngiMb  nation,  wta  on  aooovt 

powor;  iboro  wts  not  one,  I  think,  biU  I  am  of  bis  attachmeaftto  hia  own  prince  apd  tha 

nro  veiy  few,  of  theoe  general  articles  of  cor-  tibertiea  of  his  country.  Be  he  what  he  might,  I 

rapUott,  in  ivhich  the  moot  eminent  figure  in  am  not  disposedi  nor  have  I  theieast  occasion, 

the  crowd,  the  principal  figure  as  it  were  in  to  defend  either  his  conduct  or  his  memory, 

the  piece,  was  not  Mr.  Hastings  himself.  It  is  to  no  purpose  for  Mr.  Hastings  to 

TberD  wore  a  groat  many  othcia  involvod  ;  spend  timo  in  idle  objections  to  the  character 

for  all  departmeniswero  corrupted  and  vitiated,  of  Nundoomar.    Let  him  be  as  bad  as  Mr. 

Bat  you  oould  not  ufien  a  page,  in  which  you  Hastings  rt>presents  him.    I  auppose  he  was  a 

did  not  see  Mr.  Hastings,  or  in  which  you  did  caballuig,  bribing,  intriguing  politician,  liko 

not  see  Cantoo  Baboo.     Either  the  Mack  or  odiers  in  that  country,  both  Uack  and  white, 

white  side  of  Mr.  Hastings  conptamly  waa  We  know,  associates  in  dark  and  evil  aetiooi 

visible  to  tlM  worU  in  every  part  of  thsoe  are  not  generally  the  bf«t  of  men;  but  be  that 

traasactiooo.  as  it  will,  it  generally  happens,  that  they  are 

With  the  other  gentlemen,  who  vrere  visi-  the  best  of  all  discoverers.    If  Mr.  Hastings 

We  too,  I  have  at  present  no  dealing.    Mr.  were  the  accuser  of  Nundeomar,  I  should 

Hastings,  inotead  of  using  any  management  think  the  presumptions  equally  strong  against 

on  tliat  oecasioo,  instantly  set  i^  his  power  Nundoomar,  if  he  hid  acted  as  Mr.  Hastings 

and  authorirf ,  direeiiy  against  the  majority  has  acted.    He  was  not  only  com|H;if  at,  but 

ofthe  council,  directly  against  his  colleagues,  the  most  competent  of  all  men  to  be  Mr. 

directly  againnl  the  authority  of  the  East-Indk  Hastings's  accuser.    But  Mr.  Hastings  has 

oompany  and  the  authority  of  the  aet  of  par-  himself  established  both  hw  character,  and  hk 

UiBoiiBnt,  to  p«t  a  dead  stop  to  all  these  in-  compelency,  by  employing  him  against  Ms^ 

quiries.    He  broke  up  the  council  the  momenC  homed  Resa  KhAn.   'He  ohall  not  blow  hot 

th^  altemptMi  to  peiibrm  tbk  part  of  their  and  oobL    In  what  respect  was  Mr.  Hastings 

duty.    As  tha  evidence  multiplied  upon  him,  better  than  Mahomed  Resa  Kh&n,  that  the 

die  daring  es«rtMna  of  bw  power  in  aiopping  whole  ruk,  principle,  and  system  of  accusa- 

aU  inquiries  increaaod  ooniinually.    But  he  tion  and  inquiry  shouU  be  totally  reversed  in 

gaTe  a  credit    and  authority  to  the  evidence  general,  nay,  reversed  in  the  particular  in- 

bj  these  ahempts  to  suppress  it.  stance  the  moment  he  became  accuser  against 

Tour  lordships  have  hoard,  that  among  the  Mr.  Hastings.    Such  was  the  accuser.    He 

body  of  the  accusers  of  thk  corruption  there  was  the  man,  that  gave  the  bribes,  and,  in 

was  a  principal  man  in  the  country,  a  man  of  addition  to  hk  own  evidence,  offers  proof  by 

die  fiist  rank  and  authority  in  it,  called  Nund-  other  witnesses. 

ooonr,  who  had  the  management  of  revenues  What  was  the  accusation  ?    Was  the  ao» 

amounting  to  £.160,060  a  year,  and  who  had,  cusation  improbable,  either  on  account  of  the 

if  really  incUned  to  play  thio  small  game,  with  subjectHnauer,  or  theactor  in  it  ?    Does  such 

which  he  has  been  charged  by  hk  accusers,  an  appointment  as  that  of  Munay  Begum  in 

•boodant  means  to  gmt^  himself  in  pkying  the  most  barefaced  evasion  of  hk  orders  ap* 

great  ones  ;  but  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  pear  to  your  lordships  a  matter,  that  contains 

given  him,  upon  the  records  of  the  company,  no  just  presumptions  of  guilt?  so  that  when  a 

a  diaraGtftr,  which  would  at  ieart  justify  the  charge  of  bribery  comes  upon  it,  you  are  pre- 

oonncil  in  making  some  inquiry  into  charges  pared  to  reject  it,  as  if  the  action  were  so 

made  by  him.  clear  and  proper,  that  no  man  couU  attribute 

First,  he  waa  perfectly  competent  to  make  it  to  an  improper  motive  ?    And,  as  to  the 

tbom,  because  be  wsa  in  the  management  of  man,  is  Mr.  Hastings  a  man,  agamst  whom 

those  affairs,  firom  which  Mr.  Hastings  k  sup-  a  charge  of  bribery  k  improbable  ?    "Why,  he 

poMd  to  have  received  corrupt  entolument.  owns  it.    He  k  a  professor  of  it.    He  reduces 

He  and  hk  son  were  the  chkf  managers  in  it  into  scheme  and  system.    He  gknries  in  it. 

those  transactions.    He  was,  therefore,  per-  He  turns  it  to  merit,  and  declaies  it  k  the 

foctly  competent  to  it. — ^Mr.  Hastings  has  bert  way  of  supplying  die  eiigencies  of  the 

okared  his  charaeter;  for,  though  it  k  true  company.    Why  therefore  dtould  it  be  held 

k  the  contradictions,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  improbabk? — But  I  cannot  mention  thk  pro* 

has  entangled  himself,  ho  has  abused  and  ceedkg  without  shame  and  horrour. 

insulted  him,  and  particukrly  after  hk  ap-  My  kids,  when  tbk  man  appeared  as  an 

pearance,  as  an  accuser,  yet  before  thk  be  has  accuser  of  Mr.  Hastings,  if  he  was  a  man  of 

given  thk  testimony  of  him,  that  the  hatred,  bad  character,  it  was  a  great  advantage  to 

tbaUmd  been  drawn  ufwa  him,  and tbegensral  Mr.  ^Hastings  to  be  accused  by  aman  of  that 
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(^Mripcion.     Th«tewM  no  tikdihood  oT  tny        Then  he  todc  anether  slep;  he  ■eeond 

freat  credit  being  given  to  him.  Nundcomar  of  a  conspiracy,  which  was  a  way 

This  person,  who,  in  one  of  those  sales,  of  he  then  and  ever  since  has  nsed,  ^^^enever 

which  I  have  already  given  you  some  account  means  were  taken  to  detect  any  of  his  own 

in  the  history  of  the  last  period  of  the  revolu-  iniquities. 

tions  of  Bengal,  had  been,  or  thought  he  had        And  here  it  becomes  necessary  to  mentioB 

been,  cheated  cIC  his  money,  had  made  some  another  circumstance  of  history,  iltat  the  legis- 

discoveries,  and  been  guilty  of  (hat  great  irre-  lature,  not  trusting  entirely  to  the  govemoir- 

minible  sin  in  India,  the  disclosure  c^  pect»-  general  and  council,  had  sent  oat  a  court  of 

tation.    He  afterwards  came  with  a  second  justice  to  be  a  counter  security  against  these 

disclosure,  and  was    likely  to  have    odium  corruptions,  and  to  delect  and  punish  any  such 

onough  upon  the  occasion.    He  directly  charg*  misdemeanours,  as  might  appear.    And  tim 

ed  Mr.  Hastings  with  the  receipt  of  bribes  eourt  I  take  for  granted  has  done  great  ser- 

amoonting  together  to  about  £.40,000  sterling,  vices. 

given  by  himself,  on  his  own  account,  and  that        Mr.  Hastings  flew  to  this  court,  whidi  was 

of  Munny  Begum.      The  charge  was  acoom-  meant  to  protect  in  their  situations  infonneq 

panied  with  every  particular,  w^ich  could  fa-  against  bribery  and  corruption,  rather  dian  to 

cilitate  proof  or  detection,  time,  place,  persons,  protect  the  accused  from  any  of  the  preliminary 

species,  to  whom  paid,  by  whom  received,  methods,  which  mtisl  indispensably  be  used 

Here  was  a  fair  opportunity  for  Mr.  Hastings  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  their  guih ;  be 

at  once  to  defeat  the  malice  of  his  enemies,  flew  to  this  court,  charging  this  Nundoomar 

and  to  dear  his  character  to  the  worid.    His  and  others  with  being  conspirators, 
coarse  was  diflerenL    He  railed  much  at  the        A  man  might  be  convicted  as  a  eonsptra- 

accuser,  but  did  not  attempt  to  refute  the  ac*  tor,  and  yet  aifierwaids  live  ;  he  might  pot 

cusation.    He  reuses  to  permit  the  inquvy  to  the  matter  into  other  haadsi  and  go  on  with 

go  on,  attempts  to  dissolve  the  council,  com-  his  information ;  nothing  less  than  sCmeslearf 

mands  his  banyan  not  to  attend.    The  council  would  do  the  business.    And  here  happened 

however  goes  on,  examines  to  the  bottom,  and  an  odd  concurrence  of  circumstances.    Long 

resolves,  Uiat  the  charge  was  proved,  and  that  before  Nundoomar  preferred  his  t^uu-ge,  he 

the  money  ought  to  go  to  the  company.    Mr.  knew,  that  Mr.  Hastuigs  was  pbtting  his  luin, 

Hastings  then  broke  up  the  council,  I  will  not  and  that  for  this  purpose  he  had  uswl  a  man, 

say  whether  legally  or  illegally.  The  company's  whom  he,  Nundoomar,  had   turned  out  of 

law  council  Uiought  he  might  legally  do  it ;  doors,  called  Mohun  Persaud.    Mr.  Hastings 

but  he  corruptly  did  it,  and  left  mankind  no  had  seen  papers  put  upon  the  board,  charging 

room  to  judge  but  that  it  was  done  for  the  him  with  this  previous  plot  for  the  destnioiioD 

screening  of  his  own  guilt ;  for  a  man  may  use  of  Nundoomar ;  and  this  identical  person,  Mo- 

a  legal  power  corruptly,  and   for  the   most  hun  Persaud,  i^hom  Nundcomar  had  charged 

shameful  and  detestable  purposes.    And  thus  as  Mr.  Hastings's  associate  in  plotting  his 

matters  continued,  till  he  commenced  a  crimi-  ruin,  was  now  again  brought  forward,  as  the 

nal  prosecution  against  this  man — this  man,  principal  evidence  against  him.    I  will  not 

whom  he  dared  not  meet  as  a  defendant.  enter  (God  forbid  1  shouU)  into  the  particulara 

Mr.  Hastings,  instead  of  answering  the  of  the  subsequent  trial  of  Nundcomar;  bu 

charge,  attacks  the  accuser.    Instead  of  meet-  you  will  find  the  marks  and   dwraoters  of 

ing  the  man  in  front,  he  endeavoured  to  go  it  to  he  these.    You  will  And  a  close  oonDeo- 

round,  to  come  upon  his  flanks  and  rear,  but  tion  between  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  chief  jtis- 

never  to  meet  him  in  the  face  upon  the  ground  ticv,  which  we  shall  prove.    We  shall  prove, 

of  his  accusation,  as  he  was  bound  by  the  ex-  that  one  of  the  witnesses,  who  appeared  there, 

press  authority  of  law,  and  the  express  injuno-  was  a  person,  who  had  been  before,  or  has 

tions  of  the  directors,  to  do.    If  il:e  bribery  is  since  been,  concerned  with  Mr.  Hastings  in 

not  admitted  on  i}ie  evidence  :>f  Nundcomar,  his  most  iniquitous  transactions.    You  wiU 

yet  his  suppressing  it  is  a  rr:3iie-~a  violation  find  what  is  very  odd,  that  in  this  trial  for  for- 

of  the  orders  of  the  coort  of  'lirectors.    He  gery,  with  which  this  man  stood  charged,  for- 

disobeyed  U  oso  instructions  ;  and  if  it  be  only  gery  in  a  private  transaction,  all  tHe  persons, 

for  disobedience,  for  rcbelU<ni  against  his  mas-  who  were  witnesses,  or  parlic*  io  it,  h«d  been, 

ters  (puttuig  the  corrupt  motive  out  of  the  before  or  since,  the  particuiu-  friends  of  Mr. 

question)  I  charge  him  for  this  disobedience,  Hastings — in  short,*  pcrsoi«i  from  that  rabble, 

and  especially  on  account  of  Cio  principles,  with  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  concerned,  both 

jpoQ  which  he  proceeded  in  it.  before  and  since,  in  various  Iraasactiona  and 
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■AfotialioM  oT  the  nort  criminal  kind.  But  hia  entertainniAiit,  aecordnig  to  mmim  pretead- 
ihe  law  took  its  coarse.  I  have  nothing  more  ed  ctotom,  at  the  rate  of  £.S00  sierling  a  day, 
to  say  than  that  the  man  is  gone— hanged  justly  wliilst  he  remained  at  Moor^edahad.  My 
if  you  please  ;  and  that  it  did  so  hafipea  ludiily  lords,  this  leads  me  to  a  few  reflections  on  the 
fix-  Mr.  MastingsH-it  so  happened,  diat  the  re-  apok>gy  or  defence  of  this  bribe.  We  shall 
■ief  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  the  justice  of  the  certainly  I  hope  render  it  dear  to  your  lord- 
court,  and  the  resoluti<H)  never  to  relax  its  ri-  ships,  that  it  was  not  paid  in  this  manner,  as  a 
gour,  did  all  concur  just  at  a  happy  nick  of  daily  allowance,  but  given  in  a  gross  simi. 
time  and  moment ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  accord-  But  take  it  in  his  own  way,  it  was  no  less  ille- 
ingly  had  the  full  bene6t  of  them  aQ.  gal,  and  no  less  contrary  to  his  covenant ;  but 

His  accuser  was  supposed  to  be  what  men  if  true  under  the  dreurostances,  it  was  an  hor- 

may  be,  and  yet  very  competent  for  accusers  rible  aggravation  of  his   crime.     The  first 

namely,  one  of  his  accomplices  in  guilty  ao-  thing,  that  strikes,  is,  that  visits  fron\  Mr. 

tions ;  one  of  those  persons,  who  may  have  Hastings  are  pretty  severe  things ;  and  hnspi- 

a  great  deal  to  say  of  iMibes.    AH,  that  I  talily  at  Moorshedabod  is  an  expensive  virtue, 

contend  for,  is,  that  he  was  in  the  closest  though  for  provision  it  is  one  of  the  cheapest 

intimacy  witli  Mr.  Hastings,  was  in  a  situa-  countries  in  the  tmiverse.    No  wonder,  that 

tion  for  giving  bribes ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  Mr.  Hastings  lengthened  his  visit,  and  made 

was  pmred  aAerwards  to  have  received  a  sum  it  extend  near  three  months.    Such  hosts  and 

of  money  from  him,  which  may  be  wall  referred  such  guests  cannot  be  soon  parted.    Two  huo- 

lo  bribes. ,  dred  pounds  a  day  for  a  visit !  it  is  at  the  rate 

This  example  had  its  use  in  the  way,  in  of ^.73,000  a  year  for  himself;  and  as  I  find 

which  it  was  intended  to  operate,  and  in  which  his  companion  was  put  on  the  same  allowance, 

alone  it  couM  <^rate.    It  did  not  discourage  it  will  be  £.146,0008  year  for  hospitality  to 

forgeries ;  they  went  on  at  their  usual  rate,  two  English  gentlemen, 

neither  more  nor  less.    But  it  put  an  end  to  I  believe,  that  there  is  not  a  prince  in  Eu- 

all  accusations  against  all  persons  in  power  rope,  who  goes  to  such  expensive  hoepitality 

for  any  corrupt  practice.    Mr.  Hastings  oIh  of  splendour.    But  that  you  may  judge  of  the 

serres,  that  no  man  in  India  complains  ^  him.  true  nature  of  this  hospitality  of  corruption,  I 

It  is  generally  true.    The  voice  c^all  India  is  must  bring  before  you  the  business  of  the  visi- 

stopped.  -  All   complaint  was  strangled  with  tcr,  and  tlie  condition  of  the  host,  as  stated  by 

the  same  cord,  that  strangled  Nimdoomar.  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  who  best  knows  what 

This  murdered  not  only  that  accuser,  bat  all  he  was  doing. 

futore  accusation  ;  and  not  only  defeated  but  Ho  was  then  ti  the  old  capital  of  Bengal, 
totally  vitiated  and  reversed  aU  the  ends,  for  at  the  time  of  this  expensive  entertainment  on 
ftdiich  this  country,  to  its  eternal  and  indelible  a  business  of  retrenchment,  and  for  the  esia- 
dishonour,  had  sent  out  a  pompous  embassy  of  blishment  of  a  raoet  harsh,  rigorous,  and  op- 
justice  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  globe.  pressive  oooonomy.    He  wishes  the  task  were 

But  though  Nundcomar  was  put  out  of  the  assigned  to  spirits  of  a  less  gentle  kind.    By 

wmy  by  the  means,  by  which  he  was  removed,  Mr.  Hastings's  account,  he  was  giving  daily 

a  part  of  the  charge  was  not  strangled  with  and  hourly  wounds  to  his  humanity  in  deprt- 

bim.    Whilst  the  process  against  Nundcomar  Ting  of  their  sustenance  hundreds  of  persons  of 

WW  canying  on  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  the  the  antient  nobility  of  a  great  fallen  kingdom. 

piQcess  was  continuing  against  Mr.  Hastings  Yet  it  was  in  the  midst  of  this  galling  duty, 

in  other  modes ;  the  receipt  of  a  part  of  those  it  was  at  that  very  moment  of  his  tender  sensi« 

bribes  from  Munny  Begum  to  the  aoMiant  of  bility,  that  from  the  collected  moraels  plucked 

£.15,000  was  proved  a^UMt  him ;  and  that  a  from  the  famished   mouths  of  hundreds  of 

wm,  to  the  same  aniount,  was  to  be  paid  to  decayed,  indigent,  and  starving  nobility,  ha 

bis  associate,  Mr.  Middleton,  as  it  was  proved  gorged  his  ravenous  maw  with  £JSXO  a  day 

at  Calcutta,  so  it  will  be  proved  at  your  k)rd>  for  his  entertainment.    In  the  course  of  sil 

Aips*  bar  to  your  entire  satisfaction  by  records,  this  proceeding  your  kirdships  will  not  foil  to 

and  living  testimony  now  in  England.    It  was  observe,  he  is  never  corrupt,  but  he  is  cruel ; 

indeed  obliquely  admUted  by  Mr.  Hastingv  he  never  dines  with  comfort,  but  where  be  is 

himselC  ■we  to  create  a  famine.    He  never  robs  from 

Tbe  excuse  for  this  bribe,  fabricated  by  Mr.  the  Icfose  superfluity  of  standing  greatness ;  he 

Hastings)  and  taught  to  Munny  Begum,  when  devours  the  follen,  tbe  indict,  the   neoe»* 

be  found,  that  she  was  obliged  to  prove  it  aitoos.    His  extortion  is  not  like  the  generous 

'  ^  him,  was,  that  it  was  given  to  him  for  rSpacity  of  the  prinoely  eagle,  who  snatches 
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awaj  tht  living  •tnigiling  proj :  he  ii  a  vul-  Whei  the  orders  of  the  court  to  reetore 

tuie,  who  feeds  upon  the  prostrate,  the  dying  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  with  their  opinion  on 

and  the  dead.  As  his  cruelty  is  more  shocking  the  corrupt  cause  of  his  removal,  and  a  seoood 

than   his   corruptioo,  so  his   hypocrisy  has  time  to  pledge  to  him  the  public  faith  for  hi« 

soroethiog   more  frightful   than   his   cruelty,  continuance,   were  received,  Mr.  Hastings, 

For  whilst  his  bloody  and  rapacious  hand  who  had  been  just  before  a  pattern  of  oDe- 

signs  proscriptions,  ami  now  sweeps  away  the  dieoce,  when  the  despoiling,  oppressing,  inn 

food  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  his  eyes  (H^isoning,  and  persecuting  this  roan  was  the 

ovuHIqw  with  tears,  and  he  converts  the  heal-  object,  yet  when  the  order  was  of  a  beneficial 

ingbalro,  that  bleeds  from  wounded  humanity,  nature,  and  pleasant  to  a  well-formed  mind, 

into  a  r&ncorous  and  deadly  poison  to  the  race  he  at  once  loccit  all  his  old  principles,  he  grows 

of  maiu  atubborr.  aiui  refractory,  and  refuses  obedience. 

Well,  there  was  an  end  to  this  tragic  en-  And  in  this  sullen  uncomplylug  mood  he  war- 
terlaii&neot,  this  feast  of  Tantalus.  The  few  tinues,  imlU«  to  gratify  Mr.  Francis  in  an 
left  on  the  pension  list,  the  poor  remnants,  agreement  on  some  of  their  differences,  he 
0*Bi  had  escaped,  were  they  paid  by  his  ad-  consented  to  hit  proposition  of  obedience  to 
ministratrix  and  deputy  Munoy  Begum?  Not  the  appointment  of  the  court  of  directors.  He 
a  shilling.  No  fewer  than  forty-nine  peti-  grants  to  his  arrangement  of  convenience  what 
Uons,  mostly  from  the  widows  of  the  greatest  he  had  refused  to  his  duty,  and  repUces  that 
and  most  splendid  houses  of  Bengal,  came  magistrate.  But  mark  tJio  double  character 
before  the  council,  praying  in  (he  most  de-  of  the  man,  never  true  to  any  thing  but  fraud 
ploraUe  manner  for  some  sort  of  relief  oat  of  and  duplicity.  At  the  same  time  that  he  pob- 
tbe  pittance  assigned  them.  Hi^  colleaguos,  lidy  replaces  this  magistrate,  pretending  corn- 
General  Clavering,  Colonel  Monsoo,  and  Mr.  plianoe  with  his  colleague,  and  obedience  to 
Francis,  men,  who,  when  England  is  re-  his  masters,  he  did  in  defiance  of  his  own  and 
prooched  for  the  government  of  India,  will,  I  the  public  foith,  privately  send  an  assurance 
repeat  it,  as  a  shield  he  held  up  between  this  to  the  nabob — tluit  is,  to  Muony  Begum,  iie 
natioD  and  infamy,  did,  in  conformity  to  the  forms  her,  that  he  was  compelled  by  necessity 
strict  orders  of  the  direotors,  appoint  Ma-  to  the  present  anrangeroant  in  fovour  of  Ma^ 
homed  Resa  Kh&n  to  his  old  offices— that  is,  homed  Reza  Kh4n ;  but  that  on  the  first 
to  die  general  superinteadeocy  of  the  household  opportunity  he  woukl  certamly  displace  him 
and  the  administration  of  justice,  a  person,  again.  And  he  kopt  faith  with  his  oorruptioo ; 
vrho  by  his  authority  might  keep  some  order  and  to  show  how  vainly  any  one  sought  proteo- 
in  the  ruling  family  and  in. the  state.  The  tion  in  the  lawful  authority  of  this  kingdom, 
court  of  directors  authorized  them  to  assure  he  displaced  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn  from  the 
those  offices  to  him,  with  a  salary  reduced  lieutenancy  and  ooQtrouUership,  leaving  hia 
indeed  to  £^,000  a  year,  during  his  good  only  Iho  judicial  department  miserably  cur* 
behaviour.    But  Mr.  Hastings,  as  soon  as  tailed. 

he  obiatned  a  majority  by  the  death  of  the  But  does  he  adhere  to  his  old  preteoca  of 

two  best  men  ever  sent  to  India,  notwithstand-  fi^eedom  to  the  nabob  ?    No  such  thing.    Ho 

ing  (he  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  in  appointe  an  absolute  master  to  him  ui^er  tho 

spite  of  the  public  faith  solemnly  pledged  to  name  of  resident,  a  creature  of  hia  peraooal 

MahoflMd  Reza  Kh&n,  without  a  shadow  of  favour.  Sir  J.  Doiley,  from  whom  there  is  not 

complaint,  had  the  audacity  to  dispossess  him  one  syllable  of  corraspoodenee,  and  not  ono 

of  all  his  offices,  and  appoint  his  bribing  pap  item  of  account.     How  grievous  (his  yoko 

troness,  the  old  dancing  girl,  Munny  Begum,  was  to  that  miserable  oaptive,  appears  by  • 

once  more  to  the  vice-royalty  and  all  itt  atte»-  paper  of  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which  be  aoknofr^ 

dnt  honours  and  functions.  wdges,  that  the  nabob  had  offered,  out  of  tho 

The  pretence  was  more  insolent  and  shame-  £.160,000  payable  to  him  yearly,  to  give  up  to 

less  than  the  act  Modesty  does  not  long  survive  the  company  no  less  than  £.40,000  a  year,  in 

innocence.    He  brings  forward  the  miserable  order  to  have  the  five  disposal  of  the  rest.   Ob 

pageant  of  the  nabob,  as  he  called  him,  to  be  tlie  this  all  comment  is  superfluous.    Your  lord* 

instrument  of  his  own  disgrace,  and  the  scan-  ships  are  furnished  with  a  standard,  by  which 

dal  of  his  family  and  govemmeoL    He  makes  you  may  estimate  hb  real  receipt  firom  tho 

him  to  pats  by  his  mother,  and  to  petition  us  revonue  assigned  to  him,  the  nature  of  the 

to  appoint  Munny  Begum,  once  more  to  tho  pretended  residency,  and  ite  predatory  eflbots. 

administration  of  (ho  vice-royalty.    He  distri-  It  will  give  full  credit  to  what  was  generally 

buted  Mahomed  Ren  Kh4n'a  salary  as  a  spofl.  rumoured  «d  believed,  that  substantially  awl 
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beoeScmOy  tho  nabob  nerer  received  50  out  decent  and  comnMmty  temibte  um  of  it,  wmdd 

of  the  £.160,000  pounds  ;  which  will  account  naturally  hare  said,  this  man  is  justly  tdien 

for  hLs  known  poverty,  and  wretchedness,  and  away,  who  has  accused  m^^  of  these  crimes ; 

that  of  all  about  him.  but  as  there  are  other  wiipmses,  as  there  are 

Thus  by  his  corrupt  traffic  of  bribes  with  other  means  of  a  furthi^r  inquiry,  as  the  man 

one  scandalous  woman  he  disgraced  and  enfce-  is  gone,  of  whose  perjuries  I  might  have 

bled  the  native  Mahomedan  government,  cap-  reason  to  be  afraid,  let  us  now  go  into  the  in- 

lived  the  person  of  the  sovereign,  and  ruined  quiry.   I  think  he  did  very  ill  not  to  go  into  the 

and  subverted   the  justice  of  the  country,  inquiry,  when  the  man  was  alive ;  but  be  it  so. 

What  is  worse,  the  steps  taken  for  the  mur-  that  he  was  afraid  of  him,  and  waited  till  he 

der  of  Nundcomar,  bis  accuser,  have  confirm-  was  removed,  why  not  afterwards  go  into  such 

•d  and  given  sanction  not  only  to  the  corrup-  an  inquiry  ?  Why  not  go  into  an  inquiry  of  aB 

tions  then  practised  by  the  govemour-genera.,  the  oUtcr  peculations  and  dtarges  upon  him, 

but  to  all,  of  which  he  has  since  been  guilty,  which  were  innumerable,  one  of  which  Lhave 

This  will  furnish  your  lordships  with  some  just  mentioned  in  particular,  the  charge  of 

general  idea,  which  will  enable  you  to  judge  Munny  Begiim--of  having  received  from  her, 

of  the  bribe,  for  which  he  sold  the  country  or  her  adopted  son,  a  bribe  of  £.40,000? 
government.  Is  it  fit  for  a  govemour  to  say,— ^ill  Mr. 

Under  this  head  you  wHl  have  produced  to  Hastings  say  before  this  august  assembly,  T 

you  full  proof  of  his  sale  of  a  judical  office  to  may  be  accused  in  a  court  of  justice,  I  am  upon 

a  person  called  KhAn  JeliAn  Kh&n,  and  the  my  dmnce,  let  all  charges  remain  against 

modes  he  took  to/rustrate  all  inquiry  on  that  me^  I  will  not  give  you  an  account  ?  Is  it  fit, 

tubject  upon  a  wicked  and  false  pretence,  that  that  a  govemour  should  sit  with  recorded  bri- 

according  to  his  religious  scruples  he  could  not  bery  upon  him  at  the  head  oJT  a  public  board, 

bo  sworn.  and  the  government  of  a  great  kingdom,  wben 

The  great  end  and  object  I  have  in  view  b  to  it  is  in  his  power  by  inquiry  to  do  it  away  t 

•bow  the  criminal  tendency,  the  mischievous  No— the  diastity  of  character  of  a  man  in 

nature,  of  these  crimes,  and  the  means  taken  that  situation  ought  to  be  as  dear  to  him  as 

to  elude  their  discovery.     I  am  now  giving  his  innocence.    Nay,  more  depended  upon  it. 

your  lordships  that  general  view,  which  may  His  innocence  regarded  himself,  his  diarae- 

serve  to  characterize  Mr.  Hastings^s  adminis-  ter  regarded  the  public  justice,  regarded  his 

tratioQ  in  all  the  other  parts  of  it.  authority,  and  the  respect  due  to  the  Englidi 

It  was  not  true  in  fact  (as  Mr  Hastings  in  that  country.     I  charge  it  upon  him,  tliat 

gives  out)  that  there  was  nothing  now  against  not  only  did  he  suppress  the  inquiry  to  the  best 

Dim,  and  that,  when  he  had  got  rid  of  Nund-  of  his  power  (and  it  shall  be  proved)  but  he 

oomar  and  his  charge,  he  got  rid  of  the  whole,  did  not  in  any  one  instance  endeavour  to  dear 

No  such  thing.    An  immense  load  of  charges  off*  that  imputation  and  reproach  from  the 

cf  bribery  remained.     They  were  coming  a&  Englbh  government.     He  went  further,  he 

tarwards  from  every  part  of  the  province ;  and  never  denied  hardly  any  of  those  charges  at 

there  was  no  office  in  the  execution  of  justice,  the  time.    They  are  so  numerous,  that  I  can- 

which  he  was  not  accused  of  having  sold  in  not  be  positive ;  some  of  them  he  might  meet 

the  most  flagitious  mamicr.  with  some  sort  of  denial,  but  tho  most  part  he 

After  all  this  thundering  tho  sky  grew  calm  did  not. 
and  clear,  and  Mr.  Hastings  sat  with  re-        The  firet  thing  a  man  under  such  an  acca* 

Sorded   peculation,   with   peculation    proved  Ration  owes  to  the  world  is  to  deny  the  charge ; 

upon  oaih  on  the  minutes  of  thai  vetycoun-  next  to  put  it  to  the  proof;  and  lastly  to  let 

cd — he  sat  at  the  head  of  that  council  and  that  inquiry  freely  go  on.    He  did  not  permit  this, 

board   where   his   peculations  were  proved  but  stopped  it  all  in  his  power.   I  am  to  men- 

against  him.   These  were  aflerwards  transmit-  tion  some  exceptions  perhaps  hereafter,  which 

tnl,  and  recorded  in  the  registers  of  his  masters,  will  tend  to  fortify  the  principle  tenfold, 
as  an  eternal  monument  of  his  corruption,  and         He  promised  indeed  the  court  of  directort 

of  his  high  disobedience,  and  flagitious  at-  (to  whom  he  never  denied  the  facts)  a  fiid 

tempts  to  prevent  a  discovery  of  the  various  and  .liberal  explanation  of  these  transactions ; 

peculations,  of  which  he  had  been  guilty,  to,  which  full  and  liberal  explanation  he  neter 

the  disgrace  and  ruin  of  the  country  commit-  gave.    Many  years  passed ;  even  parliament 

ted  to  his  care.  took  notice  of  it ;  and  he  never  gave  them  a 

Mr.  Hastings,  afler  the  execution  of  Nund-  l^ral  explanation^  or  any  explanation  at  all, 

comar,  if  he  had  intended  to  make  even  a  of  them.     A  man  nay  say,  I  am  threatened 
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with  a  suit  in  a  oouit,  and  it  maj  bo  vcr^  detoct  the  fitlsehood  of,  any  of  Ihose  cbaifsi 

disadirantagous  to  moy  if  I  diickwo  my  defonoa.  against  him,  and  by  punishing  the  authors  of 

That  is  a  proper  answer  for  a  man  in  conunoa  them,  he  has  been  guilty  of  such  a  subversion 

life,  who  has  no  particular  character  to  sustain ;  of  all  the  principles  of  British  government  a* 

but  is  that  a  proper  answer  for  a  govenioar  wiQ  deserve,  and  will  I  dare  cay  meet,  your 

accused  of  bribery  ?  that  accusation  transmit-  lordships'  most  severe  animadversion, 

ted  to  his  masters,  and  his  masters  giving  credit  In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  we  find  a  sort 

to  it  ?    Good  Qod !  is  that  a  itate,  in  which  a  of  pause  in  his  f>eculations,  a  lort  of  gvp  in  the 

man  is  to  say,  I  am  upon  the  defensive  ?  I  history,  as  if  pages  were  torn  out.   No  longer 

am  on  my  guurl  ?  I  will  give  you  no  satis-  we  meet  with  the  same  activity  in  taking  money, 

faction?  I  have  psomisedit,butI  have  already  that  was  befi>re  lound  ;  not  even  a  trace  of 

deferred  it  for  Mven  or  eight  years?  Is  not  this  complimentary  presents  is  to  be  found  in  the 

tantamount  to  a  denial  ?  records  during  the  time,  whilst  General  Clft- 

Mr.  Hastings,  with  Uiis  great  body  of  bri-  veriiig,  Colonel  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis, 

bery  against  him,  was  providentially  freed  formed  the  majority  of  the  council.     There 

from  Nundcomar,  one  of  his  accusers ;  and  seems  to  have  been  a  kind  of  truce  with  Uiat 

as  good  events  do  not  come  alone  (I  think  sort  of  conduct  for  a  while,  and  Mr.  Hastings 

there  is  some  such  proverb)  it  did  so  happen  rested  upon  bis  arms.     However,  the  very 

that  all  the  rest,  or  a  graat  many  of  them,  i^n  moment  Mr.  Hastings  returned  to  power,  p^ 

away.    But,  however,  the  roc(»rded  evidence  culaiion  began  again  just  at  the  same  instant; 

of  the  former   charges  continued,  no  new  the  moment  we  6nd  him  free  from  the  com- 

evidence  came,  in;  and  Mr.  Hastings  enjoyed  pulsion  and  terrour  cf  a  majority  of  persons 

that  happy  repose,  which  branded  poculatibn,  otherwise  disposed  than  himself,  we  fbd  him 

fixed  and  eternized  upon  the  records  of  the  at  his  peculation  again, 

company,  must  leave  upon  a  mind  conscious  My  lords,  at  this  time  very  serious  inquiries 

of  its  own  integrity.  had  begun  in  the  House  of  Commons  con- 

My  lords,  I  wiU  venture  to  say,  there  is  ceming  peculation.    They  did  not  go  directly 

no  man  but  owes  something  to  his  character,  to  Bengal,  but  they  began  upon  the  coast  of 

It  is  the  grace,  undoubtedly,  of  a  virtuous  firm  Coromandcl,  and   with   the  principal  gover« 

mind  of^en  to  despise  common  vulgar  calumny ;  nours  there.   There  was,  however,  an  uuiver- 

but  if  ever  there  is  an  occasion,  in  which  it  sal  opinion  (and  justly  founded)  that  these 

does  become  such  a  mind  to  disprove  it,  it  inquiries  would  go  to  far  greater  lengths.    Mr. 

is  the  case  of  being  charged  in  high  office  Hastings  was  resolved  then  to  change  the 

with  pecuniary  malversation,  pecuniary  cor-  whole  course  and  order  of  his   proceeding. 

niption.    There  is  no  case,  in  which  it  becomes  Nothing  could  persuade  him  upon  any  account 

an  honest  man — much  less  a  great  man— to  to  lay  aside  his  system  of  bribery ;  that  he  was 

leave  upon  record  specific  charges  against  him  resolved  to  persevere  in.     The  point  was  now 

of  corruption  in  his  government  without  tak-  to  reconcile  it  with  his  safety.    The  first  thing 

ing  any  one  step  whatever  to  rrfute  them.  he  did  was  to  attempt  to  conceal  it,  and  ac- 

Though  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  step  to  re-  oordingly  we  find  him  depositing  very  great 

fiite  the  charge,  he  took  many  steps  to  punish  sums  df  money  in  the  public  treasury  through 

the  authors  of  them ;  and  those  miserable  peo-  the  means  of  the  two  persons  I  have  already 

pie,  who  had  the  folly  to  make  complaints  mentioned,  namely,  the  deputy-treasurer  and 

against  Mr.  Hastings,  to  make  them  under  the  aocomptant,  paying  them  in  and  taking 

the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament,  under  bonds  for  them  as  money  of  his  own,  and  bear- 

every  sanctimi  of  public  faith,  yet  in  conse-  ing  legal  interest. 

qumce  of  those  charges  overy  person  con-  This  was  his  method  of  endeavouring  to 

oemed  in  them  has  beon,  as  your  lordships  conceal  some  t^  least  of  his  bribes,  (for  I 

will  see,  since  his  restoration  to  power,  ab-  would  not  suggest,  nor  have  your  lordships  to 

solutely  undone  ;  brought  from   the  highest  think,  that  I  believe,  that  these  were  his  only 

situation  to  the  lowest  misery;  so  that  they  bribes;  for  there  is  reason  to  think  (here  was  an 

may  have  good  reason  to  repent  they  ever  infinite  number  bcsido ;)  but  it  did  so  happen, 

trusted  an  Engli^  council,  that,  they  ever  that  they  were  those  bribes,  which  he  thought 

trusted  a  court  of  directors,  that  they  ever  might  be  discovered,  some  of  which  he  knew 

trusted  an  English  act  of  parliament,  that  were  discovered,  and  all  of  which  he  knew 

tliey  ever  dared  to  make  theii^  complaints.  might  become  the  subject  of  a  parliamentary 

And  here  I  charge  upon  Mr.  Hastings,  that  inquiry, 

bv  never  taking  a  single  step  to  defeat,  or  Mr.  Hastings  said,  he  might  have  ooncealsd 
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them  for  erer.     Efery  one  knowi  the  fiwilitj  He  therafore  6r«t  euMiy  perused  the  act  of 

of  coQceftling  corrupt  traosactiooe  every  whoroi  parliament,  ibrbidduig  bril>cry,  and  his  old  eo- 

m  India  particularly.    But  ihia  ia  by  himself  ^  venaot  engaging  him  not  to  receive  presents, 

proved  not  to  bo  univerBally  true,  at  least  not  And  here  he  was  more  suooessful  than  upon 

to  be  true  in  his  own  opinion.     For  he  tells  former  occasions.  Ifever  an  act  was  studiously 

you  in  his  letter  from  Cheltenham,  (hat  he  and  carefully  fnuned  to  prevent  bribery,  it  is  that 

wmld  have  concealed  the  nabob's  £.100,000,  law  of  the  ISth  of  the  king,  which  he  well  ob- 

but  that  the  magnitude  rendersd  it  easy  of  dis-  serves  admits  no  latitudes  of  construction,  no 

eovery.    He,  therelbre,  avows  an  inuntioo  of  subterfuge,  no  escape,  do  evasion.    Yet  has  he 

ooDoealment.  found  a  defence  of  bis  crimes  even  in  the  very 

But  it  happens  here  very  singularly,  that  this  provieioos,  which  were  made  for  their  preven- 

som,  which  his  fears  of  discovery  by  otktn  tion  and  their  punishment.     Besides  the  pe> 

obliged  him  to  discover  himmlff  happens  to  be  nalty,  which  belongs  to  eveiy  informer,  the 

one  of  those,  of  ^hich  no  trace  whatsoever  East-India  Company  was  invested  with  a  60- 

appears,  eicept  merely  from  the  operation  of  tico  of  property  in  idl  such  bribes,  in  order  to 

his  own  apprehensions.   There  is  no  collateral  drag  them  with  more  facility  out  of  the  coi^ 

testimony  ;  Middleton  knew  nothing  of  it ;  rupt  hand%  which  hekl  them.     The  covenant 

Anderson  knew  nothing  of  it.     It  was  not  with  an  exception  of  £.100  and  the  act  of 

directly  communicated  to  the  &i(hful  Larkins,  parliament  without  any  exception,  declared 

or  the  trusty  Croftes — which  proves  indeed  the  that  the  govemour^general  and  council  should 

facility  of  c(»cealment.    The  fact  is,  you  find  receive  no  presents  for  thar  own  vm.    He 

the  application  always  upon   the  discovery,  therefore  concluded,  tliat  the  system  of  bribery 

But  concealnieat  or  discovery  is  a  thing  of  and  extortion  might  be  clandestinely  and  safely 

accident.  carried  on,  provided  the  party  taking  the  bri- 

The  bribes,  which  I  have  hitherto  brou^t  bes  bad  an  inward  intention  and  mental  re- 

befbre  your  lordships,  belong  to  the  first  period  servation,  that  ihey  should  be  privately  ap- 

of  his  iMribery,  before  he  thought  of  the  doctrinoi  plied  to  the  company's  service,  in  any  way  the 

00  which  he  has  since  defended  iL    There  are  briber  should  think  fit ;  and  that  on  many  00- 

Duuiy  other  bribes,  which  we  charge  him  with  casions  this  would  prove  the  beat  method  fit 

having  received  during  this  first  period,  before  supply  for  the  exigencies  of  their  service, 
an  improving  conversation  and  close  virtumis        He  accordingly  formed,  or  pretended  to  form, 

connection  with  great  lawyers  had  taught  him  a  private  bribe  exchequer,  collateral  with,  and 

how  to  practise  bribes  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  independent  of,  the  company's  public  exche 

defy  detection,  and  instead  of  punishment  to  quer;  though  in  some  cases  administered  by 

plead  merit.    I  am  not  bound  to  find  order  and  thos^  whom  for  his  purposes  he  had  placed  in 

consistency  in  guilt ;  it  is  the  reign  of  disor-  the  regular  official  department.    It  is  no  woi^ 

der.    The  order  of  the  proceeding,  as  far  as  I  der,  that  he  has  taicen  to  nimself  an  extraordi- 

am  able  to  trace  such  a  scene  of  prevarication,  nary  degree  of  merit.    For  surely  sodi  an 

direct  fraud,  dlsehood,  and  falsification  of  the  invention  of  finance  I  believe  never  was  heard 

public  accounts,  was  this.— From  bribes  he  of, — an  exchequer,  wherein  extortion  was  the 

knew  he  could  never  abstain  ;  and  his  then  pre-  assessor,  fraud  the  cashier,  confusion  the  ao- 

carious  situation  made  him  ihn  more  rapacious,  comptanl,  concealment  the  reporter,  and  ob- 

He  knew,  that  a  few  of  his  former  bribes  bad  livion  the  remembrancer :  in  short,  such  as  I 

been  discoverdU,  declared,  recorded;  that  for  believe  no  man,  but  one  driven  by  guilt  into 

the  moment  indeed  he  was  secure,  because  all  phrenzy,  could  ever  have  dreamed  of. 
informers  had  been  punished,  and  all  concealers        He  treats  the  officicL  and  regular  directors 

rewarded.    He  expected  hourly  a  total  change  with  just  contempt,  as  a  parcel  of  mean,  me- 

in  the  council ;  and  that  men  like  Clavering  chanical  book-keepers.     He  is  an  eccentric 

and  Monson  might  be  again  joined  to  Francis ;  book-keeper,  a  Pindarick  accomptant.  I  have 
that  some  great  avenger  should  arise  from  their     heard  of  "  the  poet's  eye  in  a  fine  phrenxy  rol- 

axhes— ^*  j&ranare  atiquis  noifrts  ear  assi6iM  ling."  Here  was  a  revenue,  exacted  from  whom 
icttor,*' — and  that  a  more  severe  investif^ation,  he  pleased,  at  what  limes  he  pleased,  in  wha^ 
and  an  infinitely  more  full  display  would  be  proportions  he  pleased,  through  what  persons 
made  of  his  robbery,  than  hitherto  had  been  he  pleased,  by  what  means  he  pleased,  to  be 
done.    He  therefore  began  in  the  agony  of  his     accounted  for,  or  not,  at  his  discretion,  and  to 
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loBth  to  ▼enCure  tottste  iodi  t  tehenM  at  afl,  tion,  a  boU,  ferociocw,  plain,  downrighr  un a{ 

howerer  I  might  have  credited  it  mytelf,  to  power.  In  the  second,  he  is  grown  a  httle  mon 

may  sober  ears,  if,  in  his  defence  before  the  car^  and  guarded.,  the  effect  of  subtfl^.  He 

House  of  Cominons  and  before  the  lords,  ho  appears  no  kmeer  as  a  defendant,  he  hdds 

had  not  dbecdy  admitted  the  fket  of  taking  himself  up  with  a  firm,  dignified,  and  erect 

the  bribes  or  foibidden  presents,  and  had  n««  in  countenance,  and  says,  I  am  not  hers  anjr 

those  defences,  and  much  more  fol'y  in  his  longer  u  a  delinquent,  a  receiver  of  bribes,  to 

correspondence  with  the  dSrectois,  admitted  be  punished  for  what  I  have  done  wrong,  or 

the  fact,  and  justified  it  upon  these  teiy  prin-  at  least  to  suffer  in  my  character  for  it.  No, 

.  ciples.  I  am  a  jp^at  inventive  genius,  who  have  gone 
As  this  is  a  thing  so  tuihearJ  of  2«d  un-  .  out  of  all  the  ordinary  roads  of  finance,  havo 

exampled  in  the  world,  I  sha9  first  enie&vour  made  great  discoveries  in  the  unknown  regions 

to  account,  as  well  as  t  can,  fer  his  motives  to  of  that  science,  and  have  for  the  first  time 

it,  which  your  lordships  will  receive  or  reject,  established   the    corruption    of  the   supreme 

just  as  you  shall  find  them  tally  with  ffac  evi-  magistrate  as  a  principle  of  resource  for  go- 

dence  before  you.    I  say,  his  motives  to  it ;  vemment. 

because  I  contend,  that  pnblic>  valid  reasons  There  are  crimes,  undoubtedly,  of  great  mag- 
for  it  he  could  have  none :  and  the  idea  of  nitnde,  natorally  fitted  to  create  hcNTour,  awi 
making  the  corruption  of  the  govemour-general  that  loudly  call  for  punishment,  that  have  yet 
a  resource  to  the  company  never  did  or  could  no  idea  of  turpitude  annexed  to  them  ;  bat 
for  a  moment  en!cr  into  his  thoughts.— J  shall  unclean  hands,  bribery,  venality  and  peculation 
then  take  notice  €*f  'he  juridied  constructions,  are  offences  of  turpitude,  such  as,  In  a  go- 
upon  which  hn  j-i^tifles  his  acting  in  this  ex-  vemour,  at  once  debase  the  pers6n,  and  degrade 
traordinary  m^.-uicr. — And  lastly,  show  you  the  government  itself,  making  it  not  only  Aor- 
the  conccalmenf^j,  prevarications,  and  false-  n6fe,  but  vile  and  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of 
hoods,  with  which  hJ  endeavours  to  cover  it.  all  mankind.    In  this  humiliation  and  abject- 
Because  wherever  you    und  a  concealment  ness  of  guilt,  he  comes  here  not  as  a  criminal 
you  make  a  discovery.    Accounts  of  money  on  his  defence,  but  as  a  vast  fertile  genius, 
received  and  paid  ought  to  be  regular  and  of-  who  has  made  astonishing  discoveries  in  the 
ficial.  art  of  government ; — "  Diccnn  inagntf  reeeni. 
He  wrote  over  to  the  court  of  directors,  that  alio  indicium  ore* — who  by  his  flaming  zeal 
there  were  certain  sums  of  money  he  had  re-  and   the  prolific  ardour  and  energy  of  his 
ceived,  and  which  were  not  his  own,  but  that  mind  has  boldly  dashed  out  of  the  common 
he  had  received  thenx  for  their  use.    By  this  path,  and  served  his    country  by  new  and 
time  his  intercourse  with  gentlemen  of  the  law  untrodden  ways;  and  now  he  generously  corn- 
became   more  considerable  than  it  had  been  municates  for  the  benefit  of  aD  futore  govw- 
before.    When  first   attacked    for    presents,  nours,  and  all  future  governments,  the  grand 
he  never  denied  the  receipt  of  them,  or  pre-  arcanum  of  his  long  and  toilsome  res^'arches. 
tended  to  ssy  they  were  for  public  purposes ;  He  is  the  first,  but  if  we  do  not  take  good  care, 
but  upon  looking  raore  into  the  covenants,  and  he  will  not  be  the  last,  that  has  established 
probably  with  bectct  legtl  advice,  he  found,  the    corruption    of  the    supreme    magistrata 
that  no  money  oould  be  leg&Ay  '•-.ceived  for  amc^  the  settled  resources  of  the  state ;  and 
his  own  use ;  but  as  these  j>ribes  were  .^irectly  he  leaves  this  principle  as  a  bqpntifbl  donation, 
given  and  received,  as  for  his  own  use,  yet  astherichestdeposit,  that  ever  was  made  in  the 
(says  he)  there  was  an  inward  destination  of    treasury  of  Bengal.,  He  claims  glory  and  re- 
diem  in  my  own  mind  to  your  benefit,  and  to  niwn  from  that,  by  which  every  other  penran 
your  benefit  have  I  applied  them.  sinco  the  beginning  of  time  has  been  dk- 
Now   here    is   a  new  system  of  bribery,  honoured  and  disgraced.    It  has  been  said  at 
contrary  to  law,  very  ingenious  in  the  con-  an  ambassadour,  that  he  is  a  person  employ- 
trivance,  but,  I  believe,  as  unlikely  to  produce  ed  to  tell  lies  for  the  advantage  of  the  court, 
its  intended  effect  upon  the  mind  of  man,  as  that  sends  him.    His  is  patriotic  bribery,  and 
any  pretence,  that  was  ever  used.    Here  Mr.  public-spirited  corruption.    He  is  a  peculator 
Hastings  changes   his  ground.    Before,  he  for  the  good  of  his  country.    It  has  been  said, 
was  accused  as  a  peculator  ;  he  did  not  deny  that  private   vices  are  public  benefits.    He 
the  fact ;  he  did  not  rdund  the  money ;  he  goes  the  full  length  of  that  position,  and  turns 
fought  it  off,  he  stood  upon  the  defensive,  and  his  private  peculation  into  a  public  good.    Tlus 
OBsd  all  tbe  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  is  what  you  are  to  thank  him  for.    Tou  are  to 
inquiry.    That  vna  the  first  era  of  his  corrajH  r-onsider  him  as  a  great  inventor  upon  this  oe- 
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llr.  Htflin|t  inprofM  <a  this  prill-  lioe,  oMiy  —  aat  to  iBrifn  .wfl  MOtifw,  wi> 

oipk.    He  is  a  roU>er  io  grosB,  and  a  thief  Imp  they  aorva  aome  ecandahMia  purpgea,  m 

in  dat  JT ;  ha  etaaiai  he  fiichwi  he  phiodera,  tarraiiiBle  io  aoma  aianifest  evil  end,  so  jua^ 

be  oppmsaa,  he  extorta— «U  for  iha  good  tka,  reaaon  and  oommoQ  Mnae  compai  me  to 

irf*  Iha  dear  Kaal-lDdia  Coaqianj, — all  for  the  wypoea,  that  wicked  acta  have  bean,  done  npov 

/^jbraBtagaof  bis  honoured  mastfera  the  propria*  motivM  oorreapondantio  their  nature.    Other* 

^/u*"^  ia  gratitude  to  the  dear  per6diouf  wiae  I  neverse  all  the  principles  of  judgneni, 

Aoort  of  directoca)  who  have  been  in  a  practice  ivhich  ean  guide  the  human  mind,  and  aooqpt 

to  heap  "  iDstUts  on  his  penon,  dandara  on  hb  even  the  synpbwM,  the  marks  and  critocia,  of 

flharacter,  and  indigyukiesoDhisataiion;  who  fuilt,  aa  preaumptaons  of  innooenoa.    Oaa 

aaaer  bad  the  confidence  in  him,  that  thej  hsd  that  cooleiNida  food  and  avil,  ia  an  ettbmj  t0 

JB  the  maaneat  of  bia  predeoeflsors."  the  good  1 

If  you  sanction  this  praclioe,  if,  after  all  you        iSs  conduct  upon  these  oocaaiona  nay  ha 

^•ye  ancted  £rom  (he  people  by  your  taxes  Ihougbt  irrational.    But,  thank  God,  guiiiwaa 

and  public  impoats,you  are  Io  let  loose  your  never  a  rational  thing,  it  distarls  all  the  fam^ 

flsrvanta  upon  them  to  extort  by  bribery  and  ties  of  the  mind,  it  penrefte  them,  it  teases  t 

peeulation  what  lliuy  can  from  them,  for  the  man  na  longer  in  the  Crea  uae  of  his  f  eaaon  s 

pinyoae  ef  aiding  it  tothe  public  stwioeonly  it  puta  him  into  coafuaion.    He  baa  recouma 

arhenaver  they  please, — this  shocking  conae*  to  aueh  miiarsible  and  akauid  aKpedieMi  ipr 

quence  will  follow  from  it.    If  yeur  govemour  cerering  bia  fuilt,  aa  all  thoae,  who  ace  ubcd 

m  diaeovered  in  taking  a  bribe,  he  will  aay,  to  ait  in  the  seat  af  judgment,  kiiow  have  bean 

Wbnt  ia  that  to  yau  ?  mind  your  business,  I  the  eauia  of  detection  of  half  the  viUanies  in  the 

Mtand  it  fiy  the  public  aarvaoe.    The  man,  world.    To  aqgue,  Ihni  iheae  could  necbe  Ut 

sffe  darea  to  accuae  him,  loses  the  fiiTeur  aC  j<easons,  because  tbey  were  not  wiae,  aound  and 

4ha  gaveinaur-gaaeai,  and  the  India  company,  aadsiamtial,  wodd  be  to  si^poae  whai  U  not  Irnai 

They  will  aiy, the  govainonr  baa  been  doing  tbatbad  man  were  abivaya  diacreat  and  aUa. 

n  mertteriotts  a«tiAn,astorting  bribea  for  our  But  lean-very  well fron  the oirouBir'anoeadia» 

benefit,  and  you  base  the  impudenoe  to  tbiidc  cover  motives,  which  amy  afleot  a  giddy ,  auparr 

•of  preaacuti^  baai.    So  that  the  flmmant  the  ficial,  shattered,  guilty,  anxious,  restlem  mind, 

bribe  is  detected,  it  is  instantly  turned  into  a  Mof  the  wedk  reioureea  of  feaud,cnft  andii^ 

amrit ;  and  we  shall  preve,  that  thii  is  the  caee  -trigue,  that  might  iaduoe  him  to  make  these 

with  Mr.  Uaatingt,  whenever  a  bribe  baa  been  damoveries,  nnd  to  make  them  in  the  mannar 

discovered.  he  hsa  dens.    Not  rational,  and  well-fitted  for 

I  am  now  to  in  form  your  lordshipa,  that,  their  purpoees,  I  am  very  ready  to  admiU 

whan  be  made  these  great  discovoiiaa  to  iha  ^or  <M  foibid,  that  guik  ihoukl  ever  tease  « 

naurt  of  dwectors,  he  never  telte  them  who  roan  the  free  imdistuibed  uee  of  bia  fiuaultiaiu 

fave  him  the  maney ;  upon  what  occasion  he  For  as  guilt  never  roee  from  a  true  use  •of  ear 

feeeived  it ;  by  what  handa ;  or  to  what  pn»>  ralieaal  focultie^so  it  is  veiy  frequently  subver- 

ipoeee  be  applied  iL  aive  of  them.    Qod  forbkl,  that  prudenoe,  tbe 

When  be  can  bimaelf  givenoaeeount  af  his  fint  of  all  the  virtnes,  aa  well  aa  the  supreme 

owcises,  and  even  deeUres,  that  he  eamot  aa-  director  of  tham  all,  should  ever  be  employed 

aign  any  cause,  I  am  aulhoriaed  and  required  in  the  aervice  of  any  of  the  vioea^— No,  it  takaa 

to  findflsotives  for  him— oerrupt  motivee  for  n  the  lead,  and  is  never  found  wiiere  justice  does 

oomipt  act.  There  isno  one  capital  act  of  hit  not  acoempany  it;  and,  if  ever  it  is  attemptad 

administration,  that  did  not  strongly  imply  oor«  to  bring  it  into  the  service  of  the  vioes,  it  imr- 

niptien.    Wb«i  a  r--4i  ia  known  to  be  frae  mediately  mibverJ  their  cause.    It  tends  to 

firom  all  imputetion  cf  taking  monoy,and  it  be-  their  dieoovery,  and,  I  hope  and  tnmt,  6nally 

IMMBM  an  eatablisbed  part  of  his  character,  the  to  their  utter  niin  and  deelniction. 
aoraurs,  or  even  crimee,  of  his  admimstration         In  the  first  pbuoe  I  am  to  remark  to  your 

ought  to  be,  aad  are  in  general,traced  to  other  terdibipa,  ^at  the  ncoounia  he  baa  given  of 

aeurees.    You  know  it  is  a  maxim.    Butonee  oneof  dieaeauma  of  money  are  totally  frlse  and 

neavict  a  man  of  bribery  in  aay  instance,  aad  contradictory.     Now  there  is  not  a  strongsr 

SMe  by  direct  evidence,  and  you  are  fumiahed  preeumption,  nor  can  one  want  more  reason, 

adih  a  rule  of  irresiatibte  presumption,  that  to  judge  a  tmnsaciion  fraudalent,  tfana  that  the 

esniy  other  irregular  act,  by  which  uolawfiil  ncoounls  given  4^  it  are  conlradictory ;  aad  be 

gnin  may  arise,  is  done  upon  the  same  oor-  has  given  three  aoeounta  utterly  irreconciteabte 

mpt  motive.    8emd  vmhn  prmntmitur  wnycr  with  each  other.  Heisaskad,HoW€ama  you 

mnhif.  As  for  good  aeis  candour,  charity,  jua-  totakebendsforihianDoey,  if  jtwaanotvanr 
Vol..  m.--23                                       Q 
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own?  How  caiMjoa  to  filiate  and  oomipC  the  hinMelt  ObMrfo,  herftuaniaiitaktng 

■late  of  the  company's  roeordfli  and  lo  state  privately,  corruptly,  and  which  was  to  bo 

yoursdf  a  lender  to  the  company,  irtien  in  tified  by  the  fiituro  application  of  it,  takiafL 

reality  you  was  their  debtor?  Hn  answer  was,  false  securities  to  cover  it;  and  who  vrimi 

I  really  cannot  tell ;  I  hare  feifot  my  reasons ;  called  upon  to  tell  whom  he  got  tfie  money 

the  distance  of  time  is  so  great  (namely,  a  time  from,  for  what  ends,  and  on  what  ooiwiaB, 

«f  about  two  years  or  not  so  long)  I  cannot  neither  will  tell  in  India,  nor  can  tdl  in  Bn^ 

gitn  an  account  of  the  matter ;  perhaps  I  had  lend,  bat  sends  for  such  an  account  as  he  hna 

this  DMHive,  perha|»s  I  had  another;  (but  what  thought  proper  to  furnish, 

is  the  most  curious,)  perhaps  I  had  none  at  all,  I  am  now  to  bring  before  you  an  acooont 

which  I  can  now  recollect    You  shall  hearthe  of  what  I  think  modi  the  moat  serious  part 

account,  which  Mr.  Hastings  himself  gives,  of  the  effects  of  his  system  of  bribery,  corra^ 

his  own  fmudulent  representation  of  these  tion  and  peculation.    My  lords,  I  am  to  stala 

corrupt  transactions.    **  For  my  motiyes  for  to  you  the  astonishing  and  almost  incrediUa 

withholding  the  several  receipts  from  the  know-  meaiis  he  made  use  of  to  lay  all  the  eouaiiy 

ledge  of  die  council,  or  of  the  court  of  direc-  under  contribution,  to  brtn^  the  whole  iaaa 

tors,  and  for  taking  bonds  for  part  of  these  such  dejection  as  should  put  his  bribes  out  of 

sums,  and  paying  others  into  the  treasury  as  the  way  of  discovery.   Such  another  «ww»p'* 

d^Msiu  on  my  own  account,  I  have  generally  of  boldness  and  contrivance  I  believn  tha 

accoanied  in  my  letter  to  the  honourable  tke  world  cannot  furnish, 

oourt  of  directora  of  the  SSd  of  May  178S,  I  have  already  shown  among  the  nans  of 

namely,  that  I  either  chose  to  couMal  the  his  oonfuptions,that  he  let  the  whole  of  the  bads 

first  receipts  from  public  euriousity  by  re-  to  farm  to  the  banyans.  Next,  that  ho  sold  the 

oaiving  bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  whole  Mahomedan  government  of  that  oomOiy 

widiout  any  studied  design,  which  my  me-  to  a  woman.     This  was  boU  enough,  one 

mory,  at  that  distance  of  time,  could  verify ;  should  think  ;  but  without  entering  into  the 

and  that  I  did  not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  circumstances  of  the  revenue  dyuige  in  ITTt, 

observe  the  same  means  with  the  rest    It  I  am  to  toll  your  lordships,  that  he  had  a^ 

will  not  be  expected,  that  I  shouki  bo  able  to  pointed  six  provincial  councils,  each  conaiatii^i^ 

give  a  more  correct  explanation  of  my  inten-  of  many  members,  who  had  the  ordinary  ad- 

tions  after  a  lapse  of  three  years,  having  de-  ministration  of  civil  justice  in  that  country, 

cbred  at  the  time,  that  many  particuhuv  had  and  the  whole  business  of  the  collection  it 

escaped  my  remembrance  ;   neither  shall  I  the  revenues. 

attempt  to  add  more  than  the  clettrw  affirma-  These  provincal  councils,  accounted  to  the 

tion  of  the  facts  implied  in  that  report  of  them,  govemour^general  and  council,  who  in  iho  ro> 

and  such  inferences,  as  necessarily,  or  with  a  venue  department  had  the  whole  managementt 

atrong  probability,  follow  them.*'  oontroul,  and  regulation  of  the  revenue.    Mr. 

My  lords,  you  see,  as  to  any  direct  expla-  Hastings  did  in  soToral  papers  to  die  ooovt  of 

nation,  that  he  fairly  gives  it  up :  he  has  used  directors  declare,  that  the  establisfament  cC 

artifice  and  stratagem,  which  he  knows  will  not  these  provincial  councils,  whidi  at  firat  hn 

do ;  and  at  last  altompis  to  cover  the  treachery  stated  only  as  experimental,  had  proved  ime* 

of  his  conduct  by  the  treachery  of  his  memory,  ful  in  the  experiment.    And  on  that  use,  and 

Frequent    applications    were  made    to  Mr.  upon  thatMperiment,  he  had  sentevra  the  plan 

Hastings  upon  this  article  from  the  company—  of  an  act  of  parliament  to  have  it  confinoed 

gentle   hints,  gemitM  oo^nn&A—rathOT  little  with  the  last  and  moat  sacred  authority  of  thia 

amorous  complaints,  that  he  was  not  more  country.    The  court  of  directors  desired,  that, 

open  and  communicative ;  but  all  these  gentk)  if  he  thought  any  other  method  more  proper, 

insinuations  were  never   able  to  draw   from  he  wouM  send  it  to  them  (or  their  approfaattoik 

him  any  further  account  till  he  came  to  Ene-  Thus  the  whde  face  of  the  Britidi  govenH 

land.    When  he  came  here,  he  left  not  only  ment,  the  whole  of  its  order  and  constitution, 

his  memoiy,  but  all  his  notes  and  references,  remained  from  1772  to  1781. — He  had  got  rid 

behind  in  India.     When  in  India,  the  com-  sometime  before  this  period,  by  death,  of  G«- 

pany  couU  get  no  account  of  them,  because  neral  Clavering;  by  death,  of  Colonel  Monson* 

he  hiffloolf  was  not  in  England ;  and  when  uid  by  vexation  and  persecution,  and  his  con* 

he  was  in  England,  they  coidd  get  no  account,  sequent  dereliction  of  authority,  be  had  abokan 

because  his  papers  were  in  Imfia.    He  then  off  Mr.  Francis.    The  whole  council  coima* 

sends  over  to  Aifr.  Larkins  to  givo  that  account  ting  only  of  himself  and  Mr.  Wheler,  he,  hav* 

•f  his  alfiun,  which  be  was  not  able  to  give  ing  the  casting  vote,  was  in  effect  the  whab 
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fimaeil;  aad  if  ev«r  than  wu  »  dma,  whan^  hanwo  penon,  that  ererdifiereUoDthii  ooea- 

priBci|ilo.  d«G«Bcy,  uid  dfloonua  readgred  it  ■ioo,  or  expraned  any  other  idea  of  Gunga 

improper  for  him  to  do  any  extraoidiiiary  acta  Gorin  Sing,  the  friend  f  Mr.  Haatinga,  whom 

wilhoo*  the  aancikm  of  the  eourt  of  direelora,  he  intmated  with  thia  important  poet.    But  yon 

that  naa  the  tiaie.  Mr.  Wbeler  was  taken  off  ahali  hear,  from  ihe  aocoant  given  by  them- 

daapair  perhapa  rendering  the  mani  who  had  aelvea,  what  the  council  thought  of  their  funo- 

beei)  m  appoaitiaa  futilely  hefere,  oompliahle.  tiooa,  of  their  efiiciency  for  the  charge,  and  in 

The  man  k  dead.    He  certainly  did  not  op-  whoae  hand*  that  efiiciency  really  waa.   I  beg^ 

pone  him ;  if  he  had,  it  would  have  been  in  hope,  and  trual,  that  your  lordahipa  will  learn 

vain.    But  thoae  vaiy  eircumatancea,  which  from  the  pennna  themaelTei,  who  were  appoiin 

pandered  it  atrodoua  in  Mr.  Heatings  to  make  ted  to  execute  the  office,  their  opinion  of  the 

any  change,  induced  him  to  make  thia.— He  real  execution  of  it,  in  order  tliat  you  may 

thought,  that  a  moment's  time  waa  not  to  he  judge  of  the  plan,  for  which  he  deatroyed  the 

feat,  thai  other  oeUeaguea  might  oome  when  he  whole  English  administration  in  India.  **  The 

mi|^t  be  overpowered  by  a  naajority  again,  committee  muat  have  a  dewan,  or  executive 

and  not  aMe  to  purane  hie  oomipi  plana,  oflioer,  call  him  by  what  name  you  please. 

Therefore  he  waa  resolved— your  kxdahipa  This  man  in  fact  has  all  the  revenue,  paid 

will  remark  the  whole  of  thia  most  daring  and  at  the  preaidency,  at  hia  diapoaal,  and  can, 

•yatemadB  plan  of  bribery  and  peculatimi,^  if  he  haa  any  abilitiea,  bring  all  the  rentan 

be  reaolved  to  pot  it  oat  of  the  power  of  hia  mder  contribution.    It  ia  little  advantage  to 

coimeil  in  future  lo  check  or  eonlroul  him  in  reatrain  the  committee  themaehrea  fiom  bri> 

any  of  hia  evil  practioea.  beiy  or   corruption,  when    their   executive 


The  firat  thing  he  did  waa  lo  form  an  oalsi^    officer  has  the  poww  of  practiaing  both  undo- 
siUe  council  at  Calcutta,  for  the  management    tected. 


of  tlie  revennaa,  which  waa  not  effociually        "  To  diaplay  the  arta  empk)yed  by  a  nap 

boond,  except  it  thought  fit,  to  make  any  rel»>  tive  on  auch  occasions  woukifil  a  volume.  He 

rence tothe  supieuiB  couadL  He  delegated  to  dtacovera  the  aecret  reaourcea  of  the  zemin* 

them    that  ia,  to  four  covenanted  aervants—  dara  and  renters,  their  enemiea  and  compe- 

ifaooe  fonetions,  which  by  act  of  parliament  titers ;  and  by  the  engines  of  hope  and  fear, 

and  the  company's  orders  were  to  be  exerels>  raised  upon  these  fbuikktians,  he   can  work 

ed  by  the  council-general ;  be  delegated  tofbur  them  to  his  purpose.    The  committee,  with 

genliemeii)  creatures  of  his  own,  his  own  powers^  the  best  intentions,  best  abilities,  and  steadiest 

but  he  laid  them  out  to  good  interest.    It  ap-  applieati<Ai,  must  afUr  all  be  a  tool  in  the 

pean  odd,  thai  one  of  Ihe  firat  acts  of  a<gover-  hands  of  their  dewan." 
nonr-gen«ral,  so  jealous  of  his  power  as  he  ia        Tour  lordships  see  what  Ihe  opinion  of  the 

known  to  be,  as  soon  as  he  had  all  the  power  council  was  of  their  own  constitution.    Ton 

in  his  own  hands,  shooU  betoputallthere-  seefor  what  it  was  made.    Tou  see  for  what 

venues  out  of  his  own  contronl.    This  upon  purposes  the  great  revenue  trust  was  taken 

the  firat  view  is  an  eatraordiaaiy  proceeding,  from  the  council-general,  from  the  supreme 

His  nest  step  was,  without  apprizing  the  court  govemmrat.    Tou  see  for  what  purpoees  the 

of  directors  of  his  intention,  or  without  havii^  executive  power  was  destroyed.    You  have  it 

giveB  an  idea  of  any  auch  intention  to  his  ed*  from  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  this  commiasion, 

feagnes  iriiile  alive,  either  those,  who  died  in  at  first  four  in  number,  and  afkerwards  five, 

India,  or  those,  who  afterwarda  relumed  to  who  was  the  most  active  efficient  member  of 

Europe  m  one  day,  in  a  mommt,  to  annihilate  it    You  see  it  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 

the  whole  authority  of  ihe  provincial  councils,  bemg  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  Qunga  Govin 

and  delegate  the  whole  power  to  these  four  Sing;  that  integrity,  ability,  and  vigilance, 

gentlemen.  These  four  gentlemen  had  for  dieir  oould  avail  ncAhing;  that  the  whole  country 

secretary  an  agent  given  them  by  Mr.  Ha»>  might  be  laid  under  contribution  by  this  man, 

tings ;  a  name,  that  you  will  oflen  bear  of— a  and  that  he  coukl  thus  practice  bribery  with 

name,  at  the  sound  of  which  all  India  turns  pale  impunity.    Thus,  your  kirdahips  see,  the  de- 

— the  most  wicked— the  most  atrocious — the  legation  of  all  the  authority  of  the  coontiy, 

boUest— the  aaost  dexterous  villain,  that  ever  above  and  befow,  is  given  by  Mr.  Hastings 

the  rank  senritnde  of  that  country  has  pro-  to  thir  Gunga  Gh>vin  Sing.    The  screen,  the 

doced.     My  lords,  I  am  speaking  with  the  veil  spread  before  this  transaction,  is  torn 

most  assured  freedom,  because  there  never  open  by  the  vnry  peofde  themaelvea,  who  are 

waaafriendof  Mr.  Hastingi,  there  never  waa  the  took  in  it.    They  oonfeaa  they  can  do 

a  foe  of  Mr.  HaslMga,  there  newer  was  waj  nothing ;  they  kno«  thev  are  inatnuwnta  in 
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Hutings  uses  his  name  and   aoihority  to     of  fhtt'serriee,  hot  th«  opinaan  of  tiM  lodi 


nuJie  then  such  in  the  hands  of  the  haaeA, 

ttM  wickedeatf  the  oomipteat,  the  most  anda-        Now,  did  Mr.  Baatinga  anyluj  Chaga 


eious  and  atrocious  yfllain  oyer  heaid  of.    It    GoWn  8ing  trMwat  a  ksowlodga  ctf  hia 
is  to  htm  all  the  Englirii  authority  is  sacri-     racter?  His  character  was  knoiia  to  Mr.  Hta 


6ced,  and  four  genilemen  are  appointed  to     tings ;  it  was  f«cofded  long  belbra,  whan  he 
be  his  tools  and  instramenis. — Tods  and  in-    was  tDined  oat  of  anatbrr  iiAce.    During  mj 
stroments  lor  what  ?    They  themselres  state,     long  residence,  nays  ha,  in  ihia  cosa^,  thia 
that,  if  ho  has  the  hwlination,  he  has  the     is  the  first  tnne  [  heard  of  the  charactar  «f 
power  and  ability  to  lay  the  whote  country    Ganga  Gorin  Sing  being  aafimoas.    No 
imder  contribution,  that  he  enters  iiffo  the     ibrmation  I  hafe   raoehwd,  ihoqgh  I 
most  minute  secrets  of  every  individual  in  it,     heard  mai^  pMple  speak  ill  of  han, 
gets  into  the  bottom  of  their  family  afTaira,    poinied'to  any  partictdar  «<  of  iaftony 
and  has  a  power  totally  to  siAnrert  and  destroy    mltted  by  Gunga  Giorin  Sing.     I  have  ■» 
them  ;  and  we  shall  show  upon  that  head,     intimate  knowledge  of  Guaga  Oovin  Sing. 
tiiat  he  well  fuKOed  the  purposes,  for  which    What  I  underatand  of  his  ekaraetsr  hns  keen 
he  was  appointed.    Did  Mr.  Hastings  pro-    from  Europeans  as  well  aa  natsrea.    AAer» 
(end  to  say,  that  he  destroyed  the  provincial    **  He  had  many  eneniiea  «t  the  timn  be  wm 
councils  for  dwir  corraptaess  or  insufficiency,     proposed  to  be  empteyed  w  the  mmpany^s 
when  he  dissolved  them  ?  No— 4ie  says  he  haa    senrice,  and  not  one  wdiwulr  anMnjg  tka  im- 
no  objection  to  their  competency,  no  charge     tives  who  hsd  immediate  aoeesa  to  myaal^    1 
to  make  against  their  conduct,  but  that  he  has    think,  therefore,  if  his  ehanoler  had  been 
destroyed  them  for  his  new  arrangement.   And    flooh  as  haa  been  deaoribed,  the  kno«riadg«  of 
what  is  his  new  arrangement  ?  Gunga  Gbvin     it  ooold  hardly  have  latfsd  to  ham  faaen  twcag 
Sing.  Forty  English  gendemen  were  removed    tained  to  me  by  the  tpat^  (aets.    I  kave 
from  then*  offices  by  that  change.    Mr.  Has-    heard  ban  loaded,  aa  I  hmra  many  etthara,  wiA 
tings  did  it,  however,  very  -ODConomically ;  ibr    general  reproachea,  bot  have  never  heaid  9mf 
all  these  gentlemenwereiratandy  put  upon  pen-    one  express  a  doobl  afku  abOmn."    Now, 
aions,  and  consequently  burdened  the  eatablidk-    if  any  thfa^  in  the  world  ahonkd  indnoe  yon 
ment  with  a  new  charge.    Well,  but  the  new    to  put  the  whole  trust  of  the  reveaoes  of  Ban- 
lounctl  was  Ibrmed  and  constituted  upon  a  fery    gal,  both  above  and  betow,  into  the  handa  aC 
OKcnomical  principle  also.  These  nve  gentle-     a  single  man,  and  to  delegatt  to  him  the 
men,  you  will  have  it  in  proof,  widi  the  neoes-     whole  jurisdiction  «f  the  ooonfey,  it  most  kti 
saiy  expenses  of  their  office,  were  a  charge  of     that  he  either  was,  or  al  least  was  rapotad  to 
£.fi{,000  a  year  upon  the  establishment.   But     be,  a  man  of  integri^.    Mr.  Hastings  doca 
for  great,  eminent,  capital  serrices,  £.0t,000,     not  pretend,  diat  he  is  reputed  to  be  a  nan  of 
though  4t  ^ch  larger  sum  than  what  was    integrity.    He  knew  that  he  was  not  able  to 
thought  fit  to  be  dlowed  for  the  members  of    contradict  the  charge  brought  against  liian  ;aBd 
the  supreme  council  itself,  may  be  admitted,     that  he  had  been  turned  out  of  office  by  kin 
I  will  pass  it.    It  shall  be  granted  to  Mr.     oolleagues,  for  reasons  assigned  upon  rooond, 
Hastings,  that  these  pensions,  though  they     and  approved  by  the  direetors, for  nudveiantiaB 
created  a  new  burden  on  (he  establishment,     in  office.    He  bad,  indeed,  crept  again  into  the 
were  all  well  disposed,  provided  the  council    Calcutta  oommktee ;  and  th^  were  upon  iho 
did  their  duty.    But  you  have ,  heard  what    point  of  toming  him  out  for  nalveraataoa, 
they  say  themselves — they  are  not  there  put    when  Mr.  Hastings  saved  them  the  nrooble  by 
to  do  any  duty,  they  can  do  no  duty,  their     turning  out  the  wlK>la  committee,  eooaistiiig  of 
abilities,  their  integrity  aVail  them  nothing,     a  president  and  five  members.    So  that  in  nit 
they  are  toob  in  the  bands  of  Gunga  Govm     times,  in  all  dnvactera,  in  all  places^  he  etood 
Sing.    Mr.  Hastings  then  has  loaded  the    as  a  man  of  a  bad  character  and  evil  rapnto, 
revenue  with  ^.62,000  a  year  to  make  Gunga    though  suppoeed  to  be  a  man  of  graal  abiiitiaa. 
Govin  Sing  master  of  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,        My  folds,  pennit  me  for  one  momeat  lo 
Bahar  and  Orissa.    What  must  the  thing  to    drop  my  representative  character  here,  and  in 
bo  moved  be,  when  the  madiinery,  when  the    apeak  to  your  lordships  only  as  a  man  of  sooaa 
necessary  toots  for  Ghaica  Qovin  Sing,  have    estperienoe  in  the  worid,  and  eoafversant  with 
cost  £  .62,000  a  year  to  the  company  ?  There    the  afikirs  of  men,  and  widi  the  dmractan  «f 
It  is — it  is  not  my  representation-Hiot  the    men. 
reoresentation  of  observant  strangers,  of  good        I  do  then  dedare  my  oonviction,  aiai  vririi 
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llMftjrtMidNaaidtdtopMlBri^ythAltkBM  wikfioMr^LMkMitolwiout,  ifbaeouM, 

Mff«rii«i ft 6«l SHM, tk&i had tbiUty for f«Ml  loaie  of  hit  own  bribes;  audi  Bceordio^jr 

airMet.    It  it  net  io  the  vmxan  of  auek  ibm  )  Mr.  Larkinf  mbI  over  an  aooount  of  wiotM 

llwirmiadauoiodktoftedloMlfiahparpQiMi  bribes;  «n  Maount,  which,  even  before  i» 

to  knavish,  artifieial,  tail  ciaftj  meaas  of  ai^  aooMSilirectly  in  erideoce  before  yoa,  it  wiH 

esiplishing  thoaa  selfish  ends,  that,  if  pnt  la  be  pleasant  to  jour  locdshipa  to  read.    In  this 

waf  food  aerrioe,  thay  are  poor,  dull,  helpleas.  aeeonnt,  uMder  the  head  Bmag^pme,  No.  1, 1 

Their  iMtural  foenUiea  never  bare  that  direo-  and, ''  DupHetU copy  ofthijw6aUanofd§bttf 

lienr-fbsy  are  paralytio  on  that  8ide;-^ha  m  niUeA  As  mmpiimi.  porta  ofrnmby  mam 

anades,  if  1  may  nee  the  efprsasinn»  tbat  MBw»d  m  Ae  aecmaU  of  Hb  hmmmbU  eom^ 

•aghl  to  BMve  it,  an  ail  dead.    They  know  pam^  tfmmdmmta  tntitng  «•  the  EoM^Imdmt 

■oihing,  bat  ho«r  ii>  imnue  salfish  ends  by  wtrs feocmffi A« Mr.  H<mAh$b^ mdpaidioam 

wicked  and  indirect  means.    No  man  evei  mtk-trmmmt**     We  find  hers,  Dimag^^am 

knowingly  employed  a  nad  man  on  aoooaat  ei  ptakmthjfamr  ladm  ^  mfm%    fwtn/iitf,  thai 

his  ahiUliea,  bat  for  evil  ends.    Mr.  HaaChigs  is,  an  agreement  to  pay  four  lacks  of  rupees, 

knew  this  nmn  to  he  bad ;  all  the  worid  knew  afwliieh  three  were  received,  and  one  iwroaiiK 

hiB  to  be  bid;  and  how  did  he  employ  him?  ed  m  balance  at  the  tiaM  this  acoount  wan 

in  siaeh  a  mnnaer  aa  thai  he  might  be  osa*  iMde  out.    All,  that  we  oan  laam  6f«m  this 

trauBed  by  olheia?    A  ^eeat  deal  sughl  ba  aooount,  after  all  our  reeearahee,  after  all  dia 

nid  for  him,  if  das  had  been  the  case.    There  eonrt  ofdirectoriooulddotosqueeaeitoatof 

might  be  cireosmlaBoes,  in  wbkh  aueh  a  ama  him,  ia— that  he  received  from  Dinagepere, 

might  be  used  iaasuho^diaain  capacity.    But  at  twelve  moalhly  payments,  a  sum  of  about 

adw  efir  Ihenght  of  patting  sash  a  aam  vii^  three  lacks  of  lupsus,  upon  aa  engagement  ta 

tnally  in  pcasession  of  the  whole  aathsri^  pay  him  foar;--d)at  b,  he  received  abool 

hothofthecommiHeeaMlthecoaneii-geneial,  43MU0oalor£^,000whichwastobepakl 

iad  of  the  rsvenaes  of  the  whole  comitoy  9  him ;  and  wa  are  told,  that  be  received  thia 

AasocaaswefiadQimgaQeviaSiaghsffa  sum  dirsngh  the  hands  of  GhmgaChyvin  Sii^; 

wa  find  him  employed  in  the  way,  in  which  and  that  he   waa   eaoeedingty  angry  wHh 

ha  was  meant  to  be  employed ;  that  is  t»  €hmga  Govm  Sing  for  having  kept  back  or 

say,  we  find  him  employed  in  takiag  com^  defiwided  him  of  the  sum  of  jB.10,000  eat  of 

hribea  aad  conupt  preeente  fiw  Bfr.  Hastiaga.  die  JB^OyOOOt.    To  keep  back  fi>om  hhn  Iha 

Though  the  oommittea  were  toola  in  his  haad%  fiwrlh  part  of  the  whole  bribe  was  very  repre- 

W  waa  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  B«r.  Hastmgs;  heasib^e  hehaviear  m  Ganga  Qovin  SiM, 

for  he  had,  as  we  shall  provs,  oonstaat,  uai*  anrtainly  aery  unworthy  of  tlw  great  and  hi^ 

Cam,  and  deae  anaaaimifatioaa  with  Mr.  aast,  which  Bfir.  Hastinga  repoeed  in  Un 

Hn**^^    Anl,  indeed,  wa  amy  be  saved  a  aitegrity.    My  lorde,  this  letter  feHs  us,  M^. 

good  deal  of  the  trouble  of  proof ;  for  Mr.  Ha^  Hastings  was  ameh  inritated  at  Ghmga  Oovia 

tiags  himself  by  ackacwledgiag  him  to  be  his  Sing.    Toa  wfll  hereafter  see  how  Mr.  Haa> 

briba  broker,  has  pretty  wall  authmiticated  a  tingr  behaves  to  persona,  aganrnt  whom  he  ia 


between  thank     For  irritated  for  their  ftands  upon  him  In  their 

the  neit  great  bribe,  as  yet  diaoovered  to  ba  joint  ooneeras.    In  the  mean  time  Gunga 

tnhen  by  Mr.  Haatings,  about  the  time  of  Govfan  Sing  rests  with  you  as  a  penoa,  with 

great  operatioa  of  1781,  was  the  bribe  of  whom  Mr.  Hastmgs  is  displeased  on  accooat 


4(^^000  which  wa  charge  to  have  been  pr^  of  infidelity  in  the  honourable  trust  of  brib^ 

vately  takanfiYNaoaooftwopersQaa,bulfiom  undertaker  aad  manager, 

which  is  not  yet  ascsilained,  but  paid  to  him  My  lords,  you  are  not  very  much  oaKghtea- 

Ihroogh  this  iagitions  black  agent  of  his  ed,  I  believe,  by  seeing  these  words  J9m^<^ 

fekiaitiso,  Gunga  Gavin  Sug.    The  disoa*  pert  psskcasfc.    We  find  a  province,  we  find 

aery  is  made  by  aaolhsr  agent  of  hii,  called  asHmofmQney,wefoKlaaagent,  and  wefond 

Mr.  Ijaitias,  oae  of  his  white  bribe  eoafidann^  a  reoeirer.    The  pranjnet  is  Din^vperv,  the 

sad  by  him  amde  aDCoanlaiil  giwwal  to  the  tfvcat  ia  Gaafs  Qmtm  Smft  the  svm  agreed 

SHprama  presidency.    FSr  daa  sum,  so  daa-  on  isJB^,OOG^aadtheraMiiarofapartof  tbat 

dsslinely  and  corrupdy  taksut  be  received  a  isiMif.Haiiisf^t.    This  isall  that  can  be  seen, 

bend  ta  hanself,  on  his  owa  aceouat,  as  for  Who  it  waa,  that  gave  this  sum  of  money  to 

money  lent  to  the  coaspany.    For,  upon  the  Mr.  Hastiay  m  Uiis  manner.does  no  way  ap- 

ftaqaent,  piemmg,  leader  solkitstioBS  of  Ihe  pear;  it  is  mmdtr  by  ptnom  awfaieww.'  aad 


aourl  of  dveetors,  ahraya  insmuated  to  him    this  ia  the  way,  in  which  Mr.  Hastmgs,  after 
faavfltydalMitemauisr,MB.Haalhyhad    dthsiailwfatadioliBilariiBicfparUameat,of 
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Ik*  aonpany,  and  Um  puUie» Iim  left  tfas  ao  ftrfromhMriiig lUlyaH the  pttttoalBAii tal- 

eouot  of  thb  )»ribe.  'Baas,  not  only  sent  him  btdt,  but  ofilorMi  boi 

Let  us»  however,  now  eee  what  waa  the  to  be  actually  turned  out  of  hia  office.   If  thea 

atate  of  transaciioM  at  Dioagepore  at  that  the  £40,000  be  the  aaaae  with  the  moiiey  taken 

period.    For,  if  Mr.  Hsatings,  in  the  trana-  from  the  rajah  in  1780,  to  which  afcooont  it 

actione  at  that  period,  did  any  thing  for  that  aoMnt  to  refer,  (for  it  was  taken  in  regular  pay> 

eountry,  it  must  bo  presumed  this  money  was  ments,  beginning  July  1780,  and  ending  at  the 

g'ven  fiir  those  acts;  for  Mr.  Hastings  con-  same  period  in  1781,)  it  was  a  sum  of  money 

mes  it  was  a  sum  of  money  oomiptly  receive  ^  oomiptly  tak«i  by  him  as  a  judge  in  a  IKiga* 

ed,  but  honestly  applied.    It  does  not  signify  tion  of  inheritance  between  two  jreat  partiea. 

much,  at  first  view,  from  whom  he  reoeived  So  that  he  received  the  sum  of  »MfiilO  fbr  a 

it ;  it  is  enough  to  fix  upon  him,  that  he  did  judgment ;  whidi,  whedier  that  judgment  waa 

receive  it.    But  becauae  the  consequences  of  right  or  wrong,  true  or  fiilse,  he  oomiptly 

his  bribes  make  the  main  part  of  what  I  intend  received. 

to  bring  before  your  lordships,  I  shall  beg  to        This  sura  was  received,  as  your  loidabips 

atate  to  you,  with  your  indulgenoe,  what  I  will  observe,  through  Gonga  GovinSing.  Ha 

have  been  able  to  dkwover  by  a  very  cl(>se  iiH  was  the  broker  of  the  agreement ;  he  was  the 

veatigatioo  of  the  records  respecting  this  busi-  person,  who  was  to  receive  it  by  .monthly  in* 

Bess  of  Dinagepore.  alalments,  and  he  was  to  pay  it  to  Mr.  Has* 

Dinagepore,  Rungpore  and  Edrackpore  tinga.— His  son  waa  in  the  office  of  register 

make  a  country,  I  believe,  pretty  nearly  as  gewMral  of  the  wliole  oountiy,  who  had  in  hia 

large  as  all  the  nocthem  counties  of  England,  custody  all  the  papers,  documents,  and  every 

Yorkshire  included;  it  is  no  mean  country,  thing,  which  could  lend  toselde  a  liUgation 

and  it  has  a  prince  of  great,  antient,  illustrious  among  the  parties. 

descent  at  thehead  of  it,  called  the  rajah  of        If  Mr.  Hafltinga  took  tbia  bribe  from  tha 

Dinagepore.  rajah  of  Dinagepore,  he  took  a  bribe  from  an 

I  find,  that,  about  the  month  of  July  1780,  iafiuit  of  five  years  oM  direogh  the  hands  of  tha 

the  rajah  of  Dinagepore  after  a  long  and  lin-  register.    That  is,  the  judge  leteivea  a  bribe 

gMing  Ulness  died,  leaving  an  half  brother  llirou^  the  hands  of  the  keeper  of  the  genea* 

and  aa  adopted  son.    A  litigation  respecting  ktgies  of  the  fiunily,  tlie  reeords,  and  other 

the  succession  instantly  arose  in  the  fiunily  ;  documents,  which,  must  have  had  the  principal 

and  this  litigation  was  of  course  referred  to,  share  in  settling  the  question, 
and  was  fimdly  to  be  decided  by,  the  gover-        This  history  of  this  Dinagepore  peshoush  is 

DOur*^neral  ia  council,— being  tiie  ultimate  the  public  one  received  by  the  company,  and 

anlhority,  to  yrhwh  the  decision  of  all  these  which  is  entered  upon  the  record— 4»ut  not  the 

questions  was  to  be  referred.    This  cause  private,  and  probably  the  true,  history  of  this 

oame  before  Mr.  Hastings,  and   1  find,  that  oorrupt  transaction. 

he  decided  the  question  in  &vour  of  the  adop-        Very  soon  after  this  decision,  very  soon  after 

ted  son  of  the  rajah  against  hia  half  brother.  I  this  peshcush  was  given,  we  find  all  the  ofiksois 

find,  that  upon  that  decision  a  rent  was  settled,  of  the  young  rajah,  who  was  supposed  to  have 

and  a  peshcush,  or  fine,  paid.—So  that  all,  that  given  it,  turned  out  of  their  empleyment  by 

ia  in  this  transcation,  is  &ir  and  above-board  ;  Ghmga  Govin  Sing,  by  the  very  man,  who 

there  is  a  dispute  settled ;  there  is  a  fine  paid ;  received  the  peabcush  for  Mr.  Haatings.  Wo 

there  is  a  rent  reserved  to  the  company  ;  and  find  them  all  turned  out  of  their  empk^menrts ; 

the  whole  is  a  fair  settlement.    But  I  fiiid  along  we  find  them  all  aeensed  ,-without  any  appear- 

with  it  very  extraordinary  acts :  for  I  find  Mr.  ance  or  trace  in  the  records  of  any  proof  of 

Hastings  taking  part  in  favour  o^  the  minor,  embexzlement,  of  ne^ect  in  the  education  of 

agreeable  to  the  principles  of  otliors,  and  con-  the  minor  rajah,  of  the  mismanagement  of  hia 

trary  to  his  own.     I  find,  that  he  gave  the  afiairs,or  the  aik>tment  of  an  unsuitable  allows 

guardianship  of  this  adopted  son  to  the  brother  ance.    And  accordingly  to  prevent  the  nhi^ 

of  the  raonee,  as  she  n  called,  or  the  widow  of  tions  of  his  adopted  mother— to  prevent  dkoae, 

the  deceased  rajah ;  and  though  the  hearing  and  who  might  be  supposed  to  have  an  immediate 

aetding  of  this  business  was  actually  a  part  of  intereat  in  the  fiunily,  fimn  abuaing  the  trust 

be  duty  of  his  office,  yet  1  find,  that,  when  the  of  his  education,  and  the  trust  of  the  manage- 

aieward  of  die  province  of  EHnagepore  waa  ment  of  his  fortune,  Gonga  Govin  Sinf^-fftr 

coming  down  U-  represent  this  case  to  Mr.  Has-  I  trust  your  kwdships  woukl  «ot  sufier  me,  if 

tings,  Mr.  Hastings,  on  pretence,  that  it  would  I  had  a  muid,  to  quote  that  tool  of  a  thing  tha 

cfily  tandto  increase  tha  fomily  dissensions,  ao  oononiiltee  of  revenna,  bought  at  ^M/XO  a 
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^,  7MwnriaBotfldfcriMtoMMit,M.  piMetdi^  Gha^  Gofis  Sii«*i  oommUm,  I 

pMiaUyv^tnyouiiiMmaUtbeMcroiafwcyor  d»  not  find,  ibalUMoewguanliani  have  Imxight 

bribes  iatlie  hand  of  GaaiaGwriii  Sing)— ihit  to  neeount  one  finglo  ebiliing  ihoy  received, 

ChagaGovIn  Sing  prodnceeMMtt  after  another  appointed  as  they  wero  by  that  cohdciI  newly 

character^  to  whom  he  coneigne  the  ewtody  el  ■ndetoanperintattd  all  the  afiaira«/ the  rajah. 


the  whole  family  and  the  whole  ppoviace.  There  ienot  one  word  to  be  ibund  of  an  ao 

I  will  do  Mr.  Haatingi  the  justice  to  say  count:  I>ebi  Sing's  honour,  fidelity  and  dis- 

that,  if  he  had  known  there  was  another  nan  inlerestedness,  and  that  of  Mr.  Goodlad,  is 

aeoon^klised  in  all  iniquity  than  GungA  sufficient;  and  that  is  the  way,  in  which  the 


Sing,  he  would  not  have  given  him  the  management  and  niperinlendence  of  one  of  the 
imt  plaee  in  his  oonfidenoe.  But  there  is  ^ealest  houses  in  that  country  is  given  to  the 
another  neit  to  him  in  Ihe  country,  whom  you  guardiamUp  of  strangers.  And  how  is  it  ma- 
are  to  hear  o^  by  and  by,  called  Debi  Sing,  naged?  we  find  Debi  Sing  in  possession  of  the 
This  penon  in  the  imiverml  opinion  of  all  Be^  r^ah's  family,  in  possrseinn  oniisafiaiis,  in  the 
fsl  is  ranked  nest  lo  GungaGovia  Sing;  and,  management  of  his  whole  semindary ;  and  in 
what  is  Tsiy  curious,  they  have  been  recorded  (he  course  of  the  next  year  he  is  to  give  him  in 
byMr.  Uastingiasrivalsinlhesameviflues.  farm  the  vrhole  of  the  revenues  of  these  three 

provinces.    Now  whethnr  the  peshcusb  was 

—        —       Arcades  anAo,  received  Sat  the  nomination  of  the  rajah,  as 

£(  caoure  psres,  el  responders  paialL  a  bride  in  judgment,  or  whether  Mr.  Hastings 

got  it  from  Debi  Sing,  as  a  bribe  in  office,  mr 

But  Mr.  Hsstiny  has  the  happiest  modes  in  appointinghim  to  the  guardianship  of  a&mily, 

the  worid ;  these  rivals  vrere  reconciled  on  this  that  did  not  bekmg^lo  him,  and  for  the  domi- 

occasion,  and  Gunga  Oovin  Sing  appoints  nion  of  three  great,  end  once  wealthy,  pro> 

Ddii  Sing,  euperMdmg  all  the  other  officen  vincse— which  is  best  or  worst  I  shall  not  pre 

lor  no  reason  whatever  upon  record.    And  lend  to  deteimine.    You  find  the  rajah  in  bis 

because  like  champions  they  ought  to  go  in  possession,  you  find  his  education^  his  household 

pairs,  there  is  an  E^ish  genileoNa,  one  Mr.  in  his  possession.    The  public  revenues  are  in 

Qoodtad,  whom  you  will  hear  of  preeenlly ,  ap>  his  posseesion;  they  are  given  over  to  him. 

pointed  along  with  him.    Absolate  stranger  If  we  look  at  the  records,  the  letting  of  these 

to  the  rajah's  fanuly,  the  first  act  they  do  is—  provinces  appears  to  have  been  carried  on  by 

to  cut  off  1000  out  of  1000  a  month  fiom  his  the  new  conunittee  of  revenue,  as  the  course 

albwance.     They  state  (though  tbsre  was  and  order  of  business  reipiired  it  should.    But 

great  number  of  dependants  10  maintain)  that  by   the  investigation   into   Mr.  Hastings's 

400  wouU  be  enough  to  maintain  him.    There  money  transactions^the  insufficiency  and  fallaqr 

appears  in  the  account  of  theee  proceedings  to  of  these  records  is  manifest  beymid  a  doubt, 

be  such  a  flutter  about  the  care  of  the  rajah,  From  this  investigation  it  is  discovered,  that 


and  the  management  of  his  hoosehoki ;  in  it  was  in  reality  a  bargain  secretly  struck  be- 
short,  that  there  never  wss  such  a  tender  tween  the  guvenx>ur-general  and  Debi  Sing; 
guardianship  as,  always  with  the  knowledge  and  that  the  committee  were  only  employed 
«r  Mr.  Hastings,  is  exercised  ov^  this  poor  in  the  oaere  official  Ibnns.  From  the  time, 
rajah,  who  had  just  given,  if  he  did  give,  that  Mr.  Hastings  new  modelled  the  revenue 
XviOjOOO  lor  his  mem  iidieritance,  if  it  was  his  system, nothing  is  seen  in  itstruesbape.  We 
due— for  the  inheritance  of  otAen,  if  it  was  not  now  know,  in  spite  of  the  fallacy  of  these  re- 
hie  due.  One  would  think  he  was  entitled  to  cords,  who  the  true  grantor  was;  it  will  not 
some  mercy ;  but  probably,  because  the  money  be  amiss  to  go  a  little  further  in  supplying 
couU  not  otherwise  be  supplied,  his  establish-  their  delectt,  and  to  inquire  a  little  concerning 
mem  was  cut  down  by  Debi  Sing  and  Mr,  thegramee.  This  makes  it  necessary  for  me 
Goodlad  a  thousand  a  SMntb,  which  is  just  to  inform  your  lordships  who  Debi  Sing  is. 
twelve  thousand  a  year. 

When  Mr.  Hsystiags  had  appointed  those  [Mr*  Bmrk$  nad  the  committer's  rmmimaulai- 

peiaons  to  the  guardianship,  who  had  an  inte  Hon  ^  Debi  Sing  to  th»  govemowr-gmertU 


rest  in  the  management  of  the  rajah's  education  andeounal:  lmtih0copjfo/lhepi^aUu(kd 

and  fortune,  one  should  have  thought,  before  to  i$  wanting,] 

they  were  turned  out,  he  wottkl  at  least  have  ex-  **«*««* 

amined  whether  such  a  step  was  proper  or  not. 

No,  they  were  tumedout,  withoutany  such  ex-  Here  is  a  dioioe,  here  is  Dobi  Sing  pre- 

Muaaiioo;  and  wheni  come  to  inquire  into  the  sented  for  his  knowledge  in  businem,  his  trust 


inJ  MMtf; <pj  Agl  U hi%fmtmh  fcgaht  mJ  ■bidwuily  cowpt,  mow  iHMiy 

titein  no  obfeetion  oui  b«  niuis.     This  k  Jbgitionrfy  opiii  wmm,  lo  b»  finnd 

prMeiried  (o  Mr.  Haitiiifi,  by  him  meoid«d  id  m  ladk,  Itrge  m  bit  «fl«n  wer*,  Mr* 

in  the  cornidl  booki,  nd  hj  hkn  trtiHDUildl  Hammg»  would  not  fawo  taboft  this  moMf 

to  the  court  of  direetor*.    Mr.  HMliii^  hM  fiom  Debi  Sing. 

•inee  recorded,  that  he  knew  thie  Debi  Skig,  DM  Sing  ww  eoe  of  those,  who  in  the 

(though  he  here  publieiy  autherizeo  the  nomi-  emty  stsgee  of  the  Englkh  power  in  Bengal 

nation  of  him  to  all  that  great  bodyof  troste,)  attached  bimaelf  to  thoae  natifea,  who  thea 

that  he  knew  hhn  to  be  a  man  oomfiletelj  ca-  stood  higli  in  office.    He  courted  Mahomed 

pable  of  the  most  sftoeioiv  hii^uities,  thsl  Rem  KhAn,  a  Biomufananofthe  highest  rank* 

were  erer  charged  upon  man.    Debi  Sing  is  of  the  tribe  of  Koreiih,  whom  1  ham  already 

appointed  to  aH  those  great  trusts  througli  the  mentioned,  then  at  the  head  of  the  rofemmy 

means  of  Qonga  (aovin  Sing,  from  whom  ha  mid  now  at  the  hemi  of  the  crimiasA  justiee  off 

(Mr.  Hasthigs)  had  received  ;fi  J0,00O  w  a  Bengal,  with  afi  the  supple  asskhiity,or  which 

part  of  a  bribe.  tfum,  who  possess  no  valuable  art  or  ussftd 

Now  tiioogh  it  is  a  large  field,  though  it  is  talent,  are  commonly  oMnpletomsaien.    Po» 

a  tfring,  that,  I  must  ooi^m,  I  feel  a  reln^  *Mnng  knge  Amdfe  acquired  by  his  spprantiea* 

tance  almost  in  venturing  to  undertake,  e»  diip  and  novitiate  in  the  lowest  frauds,  he  was 

hamted  as  I  am,  yet  such  is  the  magnitude  of  enabled  to  lend  to  this  then  poweifol  man,  in 

the  sffair,  such  the  evil  eonrnquences,  that  the  several  emergenctee  of  his  variabMbrtune, 

followed  fhxn  a  system  of  bribery,  such  the  very  large  sums  of  money.    This  great  man 

borribie  consequences  of  superseding  all  the  had  becM  brought  down  by  Mr.  Haaing>, 

person!  in  office  in  the  country  to  give  it  into  under  tlieordem  of  the  eourtcfdimclorsyupoft 

the  hands  of  Debi  Sing,  that  though  it  is  the  a  emel  charge  to  Calcutta.    Hewasaeeassd 

public  opmfcm,  and  thcmgh  no  man,  that  hn  of  many  oranss,  and  acquitted  iB  JM,000  In 

ever  heard  the  name  of  Debi  Sing,  does  not  debt.    That  is  to  say,  as  soon  as  be  was  4 

know,  that  he  was  ontysecond  to  Ghmga  great  debtor,  ho  oeased  to  be  a  great  oriminaL 

Govin  Sing,  yet  it  it  not  to  my  porpooe,  uii>  Debi  Smgobtained  by  his  senrioee  no  slighk 

U«  I  prove,  that  Mr.  Hastmgs  knew  Us  mfluenee  over  Mahomed  Rem  KhU,  a  per 

character  at  the  very  time  he  accepts  him  as  son  of  a  charactar  very  diflbrent  from  his. 

i  person,  against  miam  no  sxceptiott  coakl  be  From  that  connectioa  he  vras  appoimed  to 

made.  the  &rm  of  the  revenue,  and  inelasively  of  the 

It  is  necesmry  to  inform  your  lordshipB  who  govermnent  of  Pumeay  a  provinee  of  very 

thisDeU  Sing  was,  to  whom  these  great  trurts  great  eitent,  and  then  in  a  stato  of  no  iaeo^ 

were  committed,  and  those  great  provinces  sidersUe  epulenoe.    In  this  office  he  eserted 

given.  bis  talents  with  so  muob  vigour  and  industry, 

It  may  be  thought,  and  not  unnaturally,  that  that  ina  very  thort  time  the  province  was  bdff 

fai  this  aort  of  corrupt  and  venal  appointment  to  depopuhted,  and  totally  mined, 

high  trust  and  office  Mr.  Hastings  has  no  other  The  farm,  on  the  eipiraCion  of  his  li 

consideration  than  the  money  he  received,  vras  taken  by  a  set  of  adventorem  in  this  I 

But   whoever  thinks  so  wiU  be  deceived,  of  traffic  fhnn  Calcutta.    But  when  the  new 

Mr.  Hastings  was  very  tu  from  indifferent  to  undertaken  came  to  survey  the  object  of  their 

the  character  of  the  persons  he  dealt  with.  On  future  operations,  and  fuimre  profits,  they  were 

the  contrary,  he  made  a  most  careful  selec-  eo  shocked  at  the  hideoui  and  sqimiid  scenm 

tion ;  he  had  a  very  scrupnious  regard  to  the  of  misery  and  desolatian,  tiiat  glared  upon 

aptitude  of  the  men  for  the  purposes,  for  which  them  in  every  quarter,  that  they  instanily  fled 

he  employed  them ;  and  was  much  guided  by  out  of  the  country,  and  thooght  themselves  but 

his  experience  of  their  conduct  in  thorn  offices,  too  happy  to  be  permitted,  on  the  payment  of 

which  had  been  sold  to  them  upon  former  on-  a  pen^^  of  twc^  thousands  pounds,  to  bs 

casions.  rrieased  from  their  engagements. 

Except  Gkmga  Qovin  Sing,  (whom,  as  To  give  to  a  few  wwds  as  dear  an  Mea,  as 

justice  required,  Mr.  Hastings  distinguidied  I  nm  able  to  give,  of  the  ismiMnse  vohaoM, 

by  tlie  highest  marks  of  his  confidence,)  there  which  might  hn  composed  of  the  vexationi^ 

was  not  a  man  in  Bengal,  perhaps  not  upon  violence,  and  rapine  of  that  lyranmcal  admi- 

earth,  a  match  for  this  Debi  Sing.    He  was  nistratioa,  the  territorial  revenue  of  Bimen, 

not  an  unknown  eubject ;  not  one  rashly  taken  which  had  been  let  to  Debi  Sing  at  the  ratoof 

-jp  as  an  experiment.    He  was  a  tried  man  ;  £.160,000  sterling  a  year,  was  with  difficulty 

and  if  there  had  been  one  more  despentely  leased  for  a  yoai¥f  sum  under  £.80,000^  tM 


inilialiigoarf)r«EM(wBprBdiioidb«fiW(  mmmtm^  from  wbkh  Ifr.  HMtingi  Ims 

lkllenorotbMi«j6O,0Q0,raUmggrralljr  below  ■■lecfd  an  admioiftnuor  oT  jiwtim  and  ^ 

oiM  half  of  Its  origiMU  catiiiMie.*— So  ealiraljr  vemour  of  kingdooM.    Dabi  Sing  thoagjbt  ii 

did  the  adnunistraUon  of  Oebi  Sing  adiaiat  efxpedient  to  fium  thia  tax;  not  only  bacawa 

afl  the  raaoaroM  of  the  prorinoe  ;  ao  totally  ha  naglaelad  no  aort  of  gain,  but  bacauae  ba 

did  kia  halaful  infloanco  blaat  tba  vwy  bopa  ragaidod  itaanoeoatamptiblomoaiM  of  pciwor 

and  apring  of  aH  fiitava  re? amia.  and  inftiaiiaa.    Aeootdingly,  in  plain  tenaa^ 

Tba  admioialiation  of  Dabi  Sag  waa  too  ha  opanad  a  legal  brotbal,  out  of  which  ho 

ily  daatraotiTe  not  to  canaa  a ganaial  cavefaUy  raaonrad  (you  DMy  baaura)  tha  veiy 

It  waa  inpoaaiUa,  that  it  abaold  ba  flawar  of  hia  collaction  for  tha  oatortainnMat 

over  withont  animadronioQ.    Aooaid-  of  hia  yoong  auperioiira ;  ladiao  raeonunendad 

iagiy,  m  the  month  of  Saptanbar  177S,  Mr.  not  only  by  pwaonal  merit,  but  aaxwdmg  to 

Haathiga.thattatthaheadof  theooaMnitteaof  tha  ubbIimu  enatom,  by  awaet  and  enticing 

dreuit  remoTed  hira  for  raa^adminiatration ;  namaay  which  he  bad  given  then.    For,  if 

aad  ha  haa  linaa  publicly  declared  on  roooid,  they  wera  to  be  traaalatad,  they  would  aowd, 

thai  be  knew  biai  to  bec^MfalecfaU tha  moat  —Riohai  of  aagr  Lifo;  Wealth  of  my  Soul; 

hBrrhft  and  aineiana  erinaa,  thai  can  ba  im»  TreMora  of  Perfoction;  Diamond  of  SpUn- 

potodtomaai  dour ;  Pearl  of  Price  ;Rul^  of  Pure  Blood,  and 

Thia  brand,  howafor,  waa  only  a  mark  for  other  metaphorical  deacriptiona,  that,  calling 

Mr.  Haatinga  to  find  him  out  hanwftar  in  tha  op  diaionant  pamjorfa  to  limhanrn  the  vahaa  of 

crowd ;  to  afantify  him  for  hia  own ;  and  to  call  the  geoetal  harmony,  heightened  the  attra<»- 

him  forth  into  action,  when  hia  virtuea  ahould  tiona  of  kiva  with  the  aUurenento  of  avarioa. 

ba  BoScimdy  Buturad  for  the  aarriceai  in  A  moving  aemglio  of  theea  ladieaalwaya  at^ 

which  ho  aflerwaida  empknyad  him  through  tended  hw  program,  and  wera  alwaya  brought 

hia  mafimmiilB  Mr.  Aaderaon  and  Gimga  to  the  qdendid  and  muUiplied  eotertainmeoli^ 

Govinaing.    In  tha  mean  tiam  ha  left  Debt  with  which  be  Mgnled  hk  ooutoa.    In  theaa 

Sag  tothe  diraotiao  of  hia  own  good  genina.  feativitiaa,whilat  hia guaatawaio  engaged  with 

I&hiSiagwaatfigmalkedintltocompaajr'a  the  aedueUona  of  beauty,  tha  iaUHUcatiooi  of 

raooida,  his  reputation  waa  gene,  but  hia  fonda  tha  moat  delicioue  winea  of  France,  and  tha 

ware  aafo.    In  the  wiangenanl  amde  by  Mr.  Toluptuoua  vapour  of  perfumed  India  amoka, 

Hnefinga  in  tha  yenr  177S,  by  which  provii^  uniting  tha  vivid  satitfoctioni  of  Europe  with 

cial  eonncila  ware  fonaed.  Debt  Sing  became  tha  torpid  Maadkihmanta  of  Aaia,  the  gireat 

deputy  steward,  or  aacrataiy,  (soon  in  afiect  magician  biflMeU;  chaste  in  the  mUat  of  die- 

principal  ataward)  to  tha  pr<^  aohitenea%  aober  in  tha  oantre  of  dabaneh, 

lef  Mooiahedabad,  the  aeatof  vigibntin  the  lapof 


1  eounefl  of  Mooiahedabad,  the  aeatof  vigibntin  the  lapof  ne^iganoeand  oblivion, 

tbaold  govamment,  and  tha  firM  provinoa  of  attended  with  an  eagia's  aye  tha  mooaent  for 

thakinf^om;  and  to  hia  charga  were  eonmiiu  thruating  in  businem,  and  at  auch  times  waa 

tad  varioua  extensive  and  popdous  piovincaay  able  tocirry  without  difficulty  pointa  of  shame- 

yieUingaa  anouai  revenue  of  120  lacks  of  r«-  fol  enormity,  which  at  other  hours  he  wouU 

pees,  or  £.lJEMfiOfK    This  <avisica  of  pnn  not  so  much  as  have  dared  to  mention  to  hia 

vinei^  eonneil  induded  Rungpore,  Edrackpore^  employers,  young  men  rather  careless  and  in- 

and  othaia,  where  he  obtained  suoh  n  know*  eaperieaoed  than  intentionally  oomipt.    Not 

lodge  of  their  resourees,  as  subsenuentiy  toget  satiified  with  being  pander  to  their  pleasures, 

possession  of  thoBk  he  anticipated,  and  waa  purveyor  to,  their 

DeM  Sing  found  thia  administration  eoaa-  wants, andsuppUed  them  withnoonalaat  com- 

paaad  moatiy  of  young  msa»  dimipatad  and  mand  of  money ;  and  by  theaa  means  he  reigi^ 

fond  of  pleaaura,  aa  ia  usual  at  that  time  of  ed  with  an  uaoontrouUed  dnmininn  over  the 

life;  bat  deeirouaef recoaeiling  thoae  pleasures^  province  and  over  iti  goverooura. 
whiehosaailycoMunae  wealth,  with  the meaaa        For  you  aia  to  ui^entand,.thai  u  many 

of  making  a  great  and  speedy  fortune ;  at  once  things  we  are  veiy  much  miainfarmed  with  re* 

anger  oandidatea  far  opulence,  and  perfect  no*  gpudtothe  true  seat  of  power  in  India.  Whilst 

vieea  in  all  the  roads,  thai  lead  to  it.    Dabi  wa  ware  proudly  calling  India  a  British  gD-> 

Sing  fommisnriteri  their  youth  and  inaxp^  vemment,  it  waa  in  siihstanra  a  govammsat 

rieaoe,  and  toek  upon  him  to  be  their  guide.  of  the  loweet,  basest,  and  most  flagitious  of  tha 

There  ia  a  revenue  in  thateountry,  raised  by  native  rabble;  to  wbooi  the  for  greator  part  of 

a  lax  more  produetiva  than  laudable.    It  ia  tha  Engfadi,  who  figured  in  empbyment  and 

aa  inyoaition  on  public  prostitutes,  n  duty  station,  had  fiom  their  earlieat  youth  been 

upoa  tha  aoeietiea  of  daMing  giria;  tboaa  slaves  and  mstmmants.    Banyana  had  antici 
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pftted  tba  ponod  of  their  ponvw  in  pr«Mliii«  time  too  when  it  bud  Mqnired  m  ffrwt 

•drtncet  of  money ;  end  have  e?er  tftar  ob»  of  ooneirtaaej,  an  official  experieaoe^a  kmnr- 

tained  the  entire  dominion  over  their  nominal  ledge  and  habit  of  bunneas,  and  waa  maUag 

mastera.  iult  amende  for  early  erroan. 

By  dieee  variouB  ways  and  meana  Debi  Sing  For  now  Mr.  Heatings,  having  buried  Colo* 

contrived  to  add  job  to  job,  employmeot  to  em-  nel  Moneon  and  General  Clavering,  and  hav> 

ployment,  and  to  hold,  beeidee  the  fcrme  of  ing  ehaken  off  Mr.  Francis,  who  retiied  half 

two  very  considerable  disd^icts,  various  tnists  dead  from  office,  began  at  length  lo  reepire ;  ha 

in  the  revenue  ;  sometimee  openly  appearing ;  found  elbow  roum  once  more  t6  display  hii 

aometiraes  hid  two  or  three  deep  in  fiibe  genuine  nature  and  diopoaition,  and  to  amka 

names ;    emerging  into  light,  or  shrouding  amends  in  a  riot  and  debauch  of  pecnlalioa 

himself  In  darknees,  as  suceeesful,  or  defeated  for  the  forced  abetinence,  to  which  ha  was 

crimes  rendered  him  bold  or  cautious.    Every  reduced  during  the  usurped  doannion  of  bo> 

one  of  theee  trusts  was  marked  with  its  own  nour  and  integrity. 

fraud ;  and  for  oneof  those  frauds  commitled  by  It  was  not  enough,  thai  the  EngliA  wera 

htm  in  another  name,  by  wbidi  he  became  thua  sacrUioed  to  the  revenge  of  Doha  Sing.  It 

deeply  in  balance  to  the  revenue,  he  was  pab»  waa  necessary  to  deliver  ovw  the  natives  lo 

Ucly  whipped  by  prasy.  his  avarice.    By  the  interventioQ  of  bribe  br> 

Ad  this  while  Mr.  Hastings  kept  his  eye  kerage  he  united  the  two  great  rivab  in  ini- 

opm  him,  and  attended  to  his  progress.    But,  quiiy,  who  before  from  an  emubtion  of  crfanoi 

as  he  rose  in  Mr.  Hastings's  opinion,  he  fell  in  were  enemies  to  eadi  other,  Ghmga  Govia 

(hat  of  his  immediate  employers.  By  degreea,  Sing,  and  Debi  Sing.    He  negotiated  the 

as  reason  prevailed,  and  the  fimies  of  plesr  bribe  and  the  farm  of  the  latter  through  the 

aore  evaporated,  the  provincial  council  emerged  former  ;  and  Debi  Sing  waa  invested  in  form 

from  their  first  dependence;  and,  finding  nothing  for  two   years  widi  the  three  piotiacas  of 

but  inihroy  attending  the  oouncib  and  aerviees  Dinagepore,  Edradcpore,  and  Rungpvvs ;  tat^ 

of  such  a  man,  reeolved  to  dismiss  him.    In  riiories,  making  togelher  a  tract  of  land  supa* 

thb  strait,  and  crisis  of  his  power,  tfie  artist  riour  in  dimensions  to  the  noithem  counties 

turned  himself  into  all  shapee.    He  offered  OffEngland,Toifc8bire  included, 

great  sums  individually ;  he  oAred  them  ooU  To  proTont  any  thing,  which  might  prove 

wctively ;  and  at  last  put  a  carte  blanche  on  an  obstacle  on  the  full  swing  of  his  geniis,  he 

the  table — ^AU  to  no  pnrpoae !  What  are  you  removed  all  the  reetraints,  which  had  been 

stones  ?~>Have  I  not  men  to  deal  with  Y^  framed  to  give  and  ostsosiUe  credit,  to  give 

Will  flesh  and  blood  refiise  me?  some  show  of  oflkial  order,  to  the  plans  of 

When  Debi  Sing  found,  that  the  council  revenue  administration  framed  fnim  time  to 

had  entirely  escaped,  and  were  proof  against  time  in  Bengal.    An  officer,  catted  a  deivan, 

his  offers,  he  left  them  with  a  sullen  and  me*  had  been  established  in  the  provineee,  es* 

nacing  silence.    He  applied  where  he  had  preasly  as  a  check  on  the  person  who  should 

good  inlelligence,  that  these  offers  would  be  act  as  fanner-general.    This  ofAoe  he  confer^ 

well  received ;  and  that  he  should  at  once  be  red  along  with  that  of  farmer-general  oo  Debi 

revenged  of  the  council,  and  obtain  all  the  Sing,  in  order  that  Debi  might  beoome  an  eC> 

ends,  which  through  them  he  had  sought  in  factual  check  upon  Sing;  and  thus  thsee  pv^ 

▼*in*  vinoes,  without  inspection,  without  controul« 

Without  hesitation  or  scruple  Mr.  Hastmgs  without  law,  and  without  magistrates,  wer« 

sold  a  set  of  innocent  officers ;  sold  his  fellow  delivered  over  by  Mr.  Hastings,  bound  hand 

aervants  of  the  company,  entitled  by  every  and  foot,  to  the  discretion  of  the  man,  whom 

duty  to  his  protection ;  sold  Englbh  subjects,  he  had  before  recorded  as  the  destroyer  of 

recommended  by  every  tie  of  national  sym-  Pumea ;  and  capable  of  every  the  most  atro- 

pathy ;  sold  the  honour  of  the  British  govern-  cious  wickedness,  that  couU  be  imputed  to 

ment  itself;  without  charge,  without  com|daini,  man. 

without  allegation  of  crime  in  conduct,  or  of  FataDy  for  the  natives  of  India,  ovary  wiU 

insufficiency  in  talents ;  he  sold  them  to  the  project  and  every  corrupt  sale  of  Mr.  Hastings, 

most  known  and  abandoned  character,  which  and  thoee,  whoee  example  he  followed,  is  cch 

the  rank  servitude  of  that  clime  produces,  vered  with  a  pretended  increase  of  revenue  la 

For  Atm,  he  entirely  broke  and  quashed  the  ihe  company.    Mr.  Hastmgs  would  not  pwiet 

council  of  Moorshedabad,  which  had  been  the  hb  bribe  of  £>IO,000  for  himself  without  fef. 

settled  government  for  twelve  years,  (a  kng  ting  the  company  in  as  a  sbaier  and  aoeom> 

period  ip  the  changeful  history  oflndia,)  at  a  plioe.    For  the  proviooe  of  Ruagpora,  the^e^ 
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|cet,  to  whkli  I  oMia  hi  thb  iivteiiM  to  eon-  the  whole  proriBce  were  lold— eoU  for— whit 

fineTourftttentioii,  ^.7,000 •  year  wu added,  do  your  lordshipe  think? — Thej  were  eold 

But  lest  this  avowed  increaae  of  rent  shoald  lor  leee  than  one  year's  porchase,^«t  lew  than 

■eem  to  lead  to  oppreaaion,  great  and  religiooa  one  year's  purchaae,  at  the  moat  underrated 

care  was  taken  in  the  oorenant,  so  atipuiated  ndue;  ao  that  the  fee  aimple  of  an  Engtiah 

with  Debi  Sing,  that  thia  increaae  ahould  not  acre  of  rentpfree  land  aold  at  the  rate  of  aeven 

arise  from  any  additional  aaaeaament  whatao-  or  eight  ahillinga.    Such  a  sale  on  such  tema 

ever  on  the  country,  but  aolely  from  improve-  atrongiy  indicated  the  purchaser.    And  how 

ments  in  the ctdtivalion,  and  the  encouragement  did  it  turn  out  in  fact?   The  purchaaer  waa 

to  be  giTen  to  the  landhoUer  and  hudmndman.  the  very  agent  and  inatrument  of  Mr.  Haatingai 

But  aa  Mr.  Haatinga'a  bribe,  of  a  far  greater  Debi  Sing  himaelf.     He  made  the  exaction  ; 

nun,  waa  not  guarded  by  any  aueh  proviaion,  he  forced  the  aale;  he  reduced  the  rate;  and 

it  was  left  to  the  diaeretion  of  the^onor  in  what  he  becamo  the  purchaaer  at  leaa  than  one  yeai'a 

manner  he  waa  to  indemnify  himaelf  for  it.  purchase,  and  paid  with  the  very  money  which 

Debi  Sing  fixed  the  seat  of  his  authority  at  he  had  extorted  from  the  miaerable  vendera. 

Dinagepore,  adiere  aa  aoon  aa  he  arrived,  he  When  he  had  thua  aold  and  aeperated  theaa 

did  not  leae  a  moment  in  doing  hia  duty.    If  hinda,   he  united   the  whole  body  of  them, 

Mr.  Haatinga  can  forget  hta  covenant,  you  may  amounting  to  ^KMit  £  .7,000  ateriing  a  year  (bat 

•aaily  believe,  that  Debi  Sing  had  not  a  more  aooordin|^  to  the  rate  of  money  and  living  in 

correct  memory ;  and,  accordingly,  aa  aoon  aa  that  country  equivalent  to  a  rental  in  England 

be  came  into  the  province,  he  inatantly  broke  of  £  50,000  a  year ;)  and  then  having  raised 

every  covenant,  which  he  had  entered  into,  in  the  new  letting,  aa  on  the  aale  he  had  fraiK 

aa  a  reatraint  on  hia  avarice,  rapaxnty  and  ty-  dulently  reduced,   those  hmda,  he  reaerred 

ranny ;  nHiich,  from  the  higbeat  of  the  nobility  them  aa  an  estate  for  himaelf,  or  to  «d)omso- 

fend  gentry  to  the  loweat  huabandman,  were  ever  reaembiing  himaelf  Mr.  Haatinga  ahould 

afierwarda  exareiaed,  with  a  atom  and  unre-  order  them  to  Im  diapoaed. 

lenting  impartiality,  upon  the  whole  people.  The  hmda,  thua  aoM  fiir  next  to  nothing, 

For  notwithstanding  the  province  before  Debi  lefl  of  oourae  the  late  landholder  atiU  in  deM. 

Bing'a  leaae  waa,  from  varioua  cauaea,  in  a  The  failure  of  fund,  the  rigoroua  exaction  of 

atate  of  dedenaion,  and  in  balance  for  the  r^  debt,  and  the  multiplication  of  new  arbitraiy 

venue  of  the  preceding  year,  at  hia  very  firat  taxea  next  carried  oflf  the  gooda.    There  ia  a 

entrance  into  office  he  forced  firom  the  xemin-  cireumatance  attending  tbia  buaineas,  which 

dara  or  landed  gentry  an  enormooa  increase  of  will  call  for  yow  lordbdiipa'  pity.     Moat  el 

their  tribute.    They  refuaed  compliance.   On  the  hmdholders  or  xemindara  in  that  country 

thia  refuaal  he  threw  the  whole  body  of  xemin-  happened  at  that  time  to  be  women.  The  aex 

dara  into  priaon ;  and  thua  in  btmda  and  fettera  there  ia  in  a  atate  certainly  reaembiing  impri- 

oompelled  them  to  aign  their  own  ruin  by  an  aonment,  but  guarded  aa  a  aacred  treasure 

increaae  of  rent,  which  tfiey  knew  they  couM  with  all  poaaiUe  attention  and  reapect.  None 

never  realixe.  of  the  coarae  male  handa  of  tlie  law  can  readi 

Having  thua  gotten  them  tmder,  he  added  them ;  but  they  have  a  cuatom,  very  cautioualy 

exaction  to  exaction,  ao  that  every  day  an-  nsed  in  all  good  governments  there  of  employ- 

noonoed  some  new  and  varied  demand ;  until  ing  female  bailiff,  or  sergeants,  in  the  exect^ 

exhausted  by  these  oppreasiona   they  were  tion  of  the  law,  where  that  aex  ia  concerned, 

brought  to  the  extremity,  to  vdiich  he  meant  Guards,  therefore,  surrounded  the  houaea ;  and 

to  drive  them,  the  aale  of  their  lands.  then  female  aergeanta  and  bailiffs  entered  into 

The  landa  held  by  the  zemindars  of  that  the  habitations  of  these  female  zemindars,  and 

eomiCry  are  of  many  descriptions.    The  first  held  their  goods  and  persons  in  execution 

and  most  general  are  those,  that  pay  revenue,  nothing  being  lefl  but,  what  waa  daily  threa 

The  others   are  of  the  nature  of  demeane  tened,  their  life  and  honour.   The  landholdera, 

lands,  which  are  free  and  pay  no  rent  to  go-  even  woman  of  eminent  rank  and  condition,  for 

▼erament.    The  latter  are  for  the  immediate  auch  tfie  greateat  part  of  the  zemindara  dien 

support  of  the  zemindara  and  their  fiimiliea,  were,  fled  from  the  antient  aeata  of  their  an- 

aa  from  the  former  they  derive  their  influence,  eeatora,  and  lefl  their  miserable  fblkmers  and 

authority,  and  the  means  of  Uf^lding  their  aervanta,  who  in  that  country  are  infinitely 

dignity.   The  landa  of  the  former  deacriptioa  mmienMia,   without  protection,  and  without 

were  immediatdy  attached,  aequeatered  and  bread.   The  monthly  inatalment  of  Mr.  Has* 

•eU  for  the  moat  trifling  conaideratioQ.    The  tinga'a  bribe  waa  become  due,  and  his  rapacity 

«wi-fiee  landa,  the  beat  and  richest  landa  of  nuat  be  fed  from  the  vitab  of  the  people. 
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Tha  MMttdwi^  btlbn  thmr  ofnn  fli^  had  nat,  ofrnr  aad  abofe  th*  tnelNM,  bjr  wWm 

tW  BNctificatioo  to  lee  all  tbo  iaodt  ■wignad  tha  fkraisr   miMt  reimburM  hinaclf  fiir  Um 

tochviiftUe  and  to  religious  uwfl,  the  huinuM  advance  of  the  money,  by  which  he  miHt  o^ 

and  pioua  foundatioae  i  themselTes  and  their  tain  the  natural  profit  of  the  fvm,  ae  well  3 

Hieeetoca)  made  to  rapport  infiimity  and  d*-  aupply  the  peculium  <^  hie  own  avarice, 
oepitudei  to  give  feet  to  the  lane,  ana  eyes  to         Therefi>ro  your  kmUiipa  will  not  be  rar* 

the  blind,  and  to  effect  which  they  had  deprive  priaed  at  the  ooneeqoencee.    All  this  unha|^ 

cd  theaseivea  of  many  of  the  enjoymenta  of  py  race  of  little  fivneia,  and  tilleiv  of  th* 

UCb,  cmeliy  aeqoeatered  and  sold  at  the  sama  soil,  were  driveo  like  a  herd  of  cattle  by  hia 

market  of  vioienee  and  fraud,  where  their  eitortieners,  and  compelled  by  imprisonmcBta, 

dtmiwp*  possessions  and  their  goods  had  bean  by  fettem,  and  by  cruel  whippings,  to  eagaga 

before  auide  away  with.    Even  the  lands  and  for  nmre  than  the  whole  of  their  aubstanca  or 

fimds  set  aside  for  their  (uneral  ceremonies,  in  possible  acquisition. 

whkh  they  hoped  to  find  an  end  to  their  miss         Over  and  above  thi»  there  was  no  mods  of 

rieaandsameindeamityofimmagioatioafijraU  extortion,  which  the  inventive  imaginarinn  of 

the  substantial  sufferings  of  their  lives :  even  capacity  oouU  contrive,  that  was  not  ooatrived 

the  very  feeble  oonaolations  of  death  were  by  and  waa  not  put  in  praotice.    On  ita  own  dif 

the  saase  rigid  hand  of  ^imnny,  a  tyranny  your  locdshipa  will  hear  with  astootuhmea^ 

BMMre  oensiiming  than  the  funeral  pile,  mora  detestation  and  boirouri  the  detail  of  these 

graedy  than  the  grave,  and  more  Ineiorahla  tyrannous  inventions ;  and  it  will  appear,  that 

than  death  itself,  asuEed  and  taken  to  make  the  aggregate  of  theee  raperaded  dfunands 

food  the  hqnour  of  corruption,  and  the  faith  amuuntadto  asgroatasumasthewholeofthi 

of  bribery  pledged  to  Mr.  Hastings  or  hii  compulsory  rent,  on  which  they  were  piled, 
iastiunant.  The  oountiy  being   in  many  pa«U  left 

Thus  it  fared  with  the  better  aad  '«^\m$  wholly  waste,  and  in  all   parte  considinbty 

orders  of  the  people.    Were  the  kiwer,  the  depopulated  by  the  first  rigoroua,  the  fidl  mis 

mora  industrious  apared?— Alas!  as  their  si-  of  the  district  was  exacted  from  the  missaahla 

taatimi  was  fiur  OMre  he^deas,  their  opprsmioa  ■arviven.    Their  burdens  were  incroased,  as 

«aa  infinitely  mora  sore  and  grievoua ;  the  their  feUow  labouiers,  to  whose  joint  cfioitf 

f^*^^"«  yet  more  excessive,  the  demand  yeC  they  were  to  owe  the  means  of  paymeati 

BMra  vexatious,  more  capricious,  more  arb»>  diminished.    Ikiven  to  make  payments,  ba> 

trary.    To  a£M  your  loidships  some  idea  of  yond  aU  possible  csiculation,  previous  la^  ra« 

the  condition  of  thaee,  who  were  SOTved  up  to  eeipti  and  above  their  meana,  ia  a  very  short 

aattsfy  Mr.  Hastings's  hunger  and  thiiat  tat  time  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  usurera. 
hrihee,  I  shall  read  it  to  you  in  the  very  words        The  usurers,  who  under  such  a  gmiuiainsal 

of  the  rqireeentative  tyrant  himself,  imah  held  their  own  finds  by  a  preeaiioHs  temiia, 

Debt  £Ung.  Debi  Sing,  when  he  was  char^,  and  were  to  lend  to  those,  whose  swhstanos 

with  a  fmuduleot  sale  ofthe  ornaments  of  gold  was  still  nKne    precarious,  (to  the  natunL 

and  silver  of  women,  who  aooording  to  the  hardness  and  austerity  of  that  race  of  men) 

modes  of  that  country  had  starved  themselvea  had  additional  motivea  to  extortion,  and  ssade 

to  decorate  their  unhappy  persons,  argued  on  their  terma  accordingly.    And  what  were  vha 

the  improbability  of  this  part  of  the  charge,  ia  terms  these  poor  people  were  obliged  to  con* 

these  very  words:  sent  to,  to  answer  the  bribes  and  peshcush 

"  It  is  notomms,"  says  he,  "  that  poverty  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?  five,  ten,  twenty,  fbr^ 

generally  prevails  among  the  huafaandman  i  per  cent  ?   No !  at  an  interest  of  six  hundrsd 

Bnngpore,  more  perhaps  than  in  any  other  parte  per  cenL  per  annum,  payable  by  the  day  I  A  til- 

of  the  countiy.    They  are  seldom  possessed  ler  of  land  to  pay  six  hundred  per  cent,  to  dia* 

of  any  property  eicept  at  the  time  they  reap  charge  the  demands  of  government !  What  e»« 

dieir  harveot ;  and  at  others  barely  procure  haustless  fimd  of  opulence  could  eupply  tUi 

their  subsistence.    And  this  is  the  cause,  that  destructive  reeource  of  wretchedness  and  mi* 

such  nundMTs  of  diem  were  swept  away  by  sery  ?    Accordingly,  the  husbamlman  ground 

the  famine.    Their  efiacts  are  only  a  little  to  powder  between  the  urarerbebw  and  the  op- 

eartheaware,  and  their  booseo  enly  a  handful  preesonr  above,  the  whole  crop  of  the  ooontiy 

of  straw ;  the  sale  of  a  Ihomtmi  of  which  waa  forced  at  onoe  to  maiket ;  and  the  mark«l 

would  not  perhaps  produce  twenty  dkiUings/'  gknted,  overcharged  and  su&eated,  dw  prict 

These  were  the  opuLmt  people,  from  whoea  ef  grain  fell  to  the  fifdi  part  of  iu  uaual  vafaia 

npcrfluities  Mr.  Hastings  waa  to  obtain  a  gift  The  crop  was  then  gone,  but  the  debt  remaiawL 

of  £4(M)00  over  and  above  a  large  increase  oC  An  uaivenal  treasury  OBtcnt,  and  piooaaio( 
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eseeoHoQ,  lUloirBd  on  th«  eitda  ml  HUtdk,  itwrnnilinf  Mr  TTiitiigi  mwfct  litMif  lu  |Jia 

ttid  w«s  enforced,  with  mors  or  leH  rigonr,  ftr  Maj,  mncb  le«  fer  «nblrMti«B  wf  hit 

in  every  qaarter.     We  haTa  it  in  eridoice,  bribe,  ud  that  he  wonid  not  abate  a  abtlUng 

that  in  thoee  nles  five  eowi  were  sold  ibr  not  of  it  to  the  wante  of  the  wliole  innnan  race. 

more  than  seven  or  eight  fhillingi.    AN  other  Theee  hoaids,  real  oraapfKieed,  not  being  di^ 

things  were  depreciated  in  the  sane  propor-  eovered  by  nenaces  and  impriaoonient,  disj 


tion.    The  sale  of  the  instruments  of  husban-    Ml  opon  the  last  resonrce,  tlte  naked  bodies 
dry  succeeded  to  that  of  the  com  and  stock,    of  the  people.     And  4iere,  ny  loNis,  began 


Instances  there  are,  where,  all  other  things    such  a  scene  of  cruelties  and  terMrss,  as  I 
&i)ing,  the  farmers  were  drsgg^  firom  &    believe  no  history  iias  ever  ^iresentci  to  ifaa 


court  to  theu'  houses,  in  order  to  see  them  indignadonof  the  world  ;snefa  as  lam 

first  plundered,  and  then  burnt  down  before  tfie  most  baifwroos  ages,  no  politic  ^numyi 

their  faces.    It  was  not  a  rigorous  collectnm  no  ftmatio  persecution  has  ever  yet  eoteeeded. 

of  revenue,  it  was  a  samge  war  made  upon  Mr.  Peterson,  the  miiwinlsslisirii  appointed  ta 

fhe  country.  inquire  into  ^  state  of  the  eeunlry,  maksa 

The  peasants  were  left  Htde  else  than  dieir  his  own  apobgjr  and  mine  fiir  opening  diis 

Ikmilies  and  their  bodies.   The  familtes  were  soene  of  horraurs  lo  yon  in  the  following 

disposed  of.    It  is  a  known  observation,  that  wonk :  **  That  the  punishmsMs,  infUctsd  npon 

those,  who  have  the  fewest  of  all  other  vndStj  tile  ryotts  both  ofRungpoM  and  Dinageporofor 

enjoyments,  are  the  most  tenderly  aitadted  to  non^yment,  were  in  many  instanoee  of  aueh 

their  children  and  wjves.    The  most  tender  of  a  nature,  that  I  would  rather  wish  to  draw  « 

parents  sold  their  children  at  market.    The  veil  over  them,  than  shook  your  feeUnge  by  the 

moot  fondly  jealous  of  husbands  soU  their  detafl.  But  that  however  disagreeable  the  task 

wives.    The  tyranny  of  Mr.  Hastbgs  eztin-  may  be  to  myself,  it  m  absolntely  veceasary 

guiahed  every  sentiment  of  father,  eon,  bro-  for  the  sake  of  justice,  homanity,  aad  the 

Oier,  and  husband !  honour  of  govemment  that  they  ohonU  ha 

I  come  now  to  the  last  stage  of  tbeirmiieass:  eipooed,  to  be  prevented  la  future.^ 


every  Aing  visible  and  vendible  was  seized  Biy  ferds,  they  began  by  winding  eovds 

and  sold.    Nothing  but  the  bodies  remained,  nmnd  the  fingers  of  the  unhappy  fineholdenef 

It  is  die  nature  of  tyranny  and  rapacitf  thoee  proviacee,  until  they  dmig  le  and  weva 

■ever  to  learn  moderation  from  the  ill  success  almost  incorporated  with  one  another ;  and  then 

of  first  oppressions ;  on  the  contrary,  all  ofH  they  hammered  wedgea  of  iron  between  thene, 

preasoun,  all  men  thinking  highly  of  the  me-  imdl,  legaiJlem  of  die  oriesof  the  suffums, 

diods  dictated  by  their  nature,  attribute  the  they  had  bmised  to  pieces  aad  tor  ever  crip* 

fiustration  of  their  desires  to  the  want  of  pled  those  poor,  honest,  innoceat,  kd»vioai 

sufficient  rigour.     Then  they  redouble  the  hands,  whidi  had  never  been  raised  to  their 

efforts  of  their  impotent  cfuelty ;  which  produ-  moudw,  but  widi  a  penurioas  and  soanty  pr^ 

ving,  as  they  must  ever  produce,  new  disa|^  portion  ofthethritsofdieir  own  soil;  but  those 

pointmeots,  they  grow  irritated  against  the  thiitB(deniedlo  the  wants  of  their  own  chiUrsn) 

objects  of  Uieir  rapacity ;  apd  then  rage,  fbry  have  for  more  than  fifteen  yean  past  turnislH 

and  malice,  (implacable  because  unprovoked)  ed  the  investment  ibr  ow  trade  with  Ohina, 

recruiting  and  reinC)rcing  their  avarice,  their  and  been  sent  annually  oat,  and  widiuut  r^ 

vices  are  no  longer  human.    From  cruel  men  couyense,  to  purchase  for  us  that  delieate 

they  are  tranaibrmed  into  savage  beasts,  with  meal,  widi  which  yeur  lordships,  and  all  this 

no  other  vestiges  of  reason  left  but  what  serves  auditory,  and  all  this  oonntry  have  began  every 

to  furnish  the  inventions  and  refinements  of  day  for  these  fifteen  yean  at  dieir  expense, 

ftrocious  subtlety  for  purposes,  of  which  beasts  To  thoee  beneficent  hands,  diat  labmsr  fiir 

are  mcapable,  and  at  which  fiends  wouki  our  benefit,  the  return  of  the  British  govern* 

blush.  ment  has  been  cords,  and  hammen,  and  week 

Debi  Sing  and  his  instruments  suspected,  gee.  But  there  is  a  place  where  dieaa  crippled 

and  in  a  few  cases  ihey  suspected  jusdy,  that  and  disabled  hands  will  act  with  rssistless 

the  country  people  had  purloined  fi-om  their  power.    What  is  it,  that  Uiey  will  not  pull 

own  estates,  and  had  bidden  in  secret  places  down,  when  they  are  lifted  to  heaven  against 

in  the  circumjacent  deserts,  some  smiJl  re-  thehr  oppressoure?  Then  what  can  witlalaad 

serve  of  their  own  grain  to  maintain  them-  such  hands  ?     Can  die  power,  that  crashed 

selves  during  the  unproductive  months  of  the  and  destroyed  diem?  Powerful  in  prayer,  let 

year,  and  to  leave  some  hope  for  a  fuUire  sea-  us  at  least  deprecate,  and  thus  endeavonr  to 

son.    But  die  under  tyrants  knew,  that  the  iwcure  ourselves  fimn,  the  fengeanoe,  which 
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dHM  aMiied  tad  diMbltd  handf  BBftj  pull  toaactraclMiiiekMUBfraintliereaflnBlior 

dovm  upon  w.    My  loids,  it  u  «n  awM  oon-  pMiion  vjd  courage  not  pubdued  in  thoae, 

ndaration.    Let  in  think  of  it.  wlio  had  rnaaon  to  fear,  that  their  own  turn 

But  to  puraue  thti  melancholy  but  necemry  of  torment  would  be  next,  that  they  rixiuld  suo 

doCaU.    I  am  next  to  open  to  your  kvdahipe,  oeed  them  in  the  tame  puniriimenti  and  that 

what  I  am  hereafter  to  provoi  that  the  moat  their  ?ery  humanity,  being  taken  as  a  proof 

■ubetantial  and  leading  yeomen,  the  reeponsible  of  their  wealth,  would  aubject  them  (as  it  did 

fiurmera,  the  parochial  magistralea,  and  chieia  in  many  caaea  lubiect  them)  to  the  same  in- 

of  Tiliagea,  were  tied  two  and  two  by  the  legs  human  torturea.    After  this  circuit  of  the  day 

together ;  and  their  tormentors,  throwing  them  through  their  plundered  and  ruined  Tillages, 

with  their  heads  downwards  orer  a  bar,  beat  they  were  remanded  at  night  to  tbe  same 

them  on  the  soles  of  the  feet  with  ratans,  until  prison;  whipped,  as  before,  at  their  return  to 

the  nails  fell  from  the  toea ;  and  then  attack-  the  dungeon ;  and  at  morning  whipped  at  their 

ing  them  at  their  heads,  as  they  hung  down*  Isaving  it ;   and  then  sent  as  before  to  pur- 

wwd,  as  before  at  their  feet,  they  beat  them  chase,  by  begging  in  the  day,  the  reiteration 

with  stidu  and  other  instnmients  of  blind  of  the  torture  in  the  night.    Days  of  menace, 

fory,  until  the  blood  guahed  out  at  their  eyes,  insult  and  extortion  ; — nights  of  bolts,  fetters, 

Mouths,  and  noses.  and  flagellation  succeeded  to  each  othor  in  the 

Not  thinking,  that  the  ordinary  whips  and  same  round,  and  for  a  long  time  made  up  all  the 

codgela,  even  ao  administered,  were  sufficient,  Ticiasitude  of  life  b>  these  miserable  people, 
to  othcts  (and  oAen  also  to  the  same,  who        But  there  are  persons,  whose  fi>rtluide  could 

had  suffered  aa  I  have  stated)  they  applied,  bear  their  own  suffering  ;  there  are  men,  who 

instead  of  ratan   and  bamboo,  whips  made  are  hardened  by  their  very  pains  ;  and  tbe 

of  the  branches  of  the  bale  tree  ;  a  tree  full  mind,  strengthened  even  by  the  torments  of 

of  sharp  and  strong  thorns,  which  tear  the  akin  tbe  body,  riaes  with  a  strong  defiance  against 

and  laoemte  the  &sh  fiur  wone  than  ordinary  its  oppreasour.    They  were  aaaaiUted  on  the 

•oourges,  side  of  their  sympathy.    Children  were  sooui^ 

For  others,  exploring  with  a  searching  and  ged  almost  to  death  in  the  presence  of  their 

iiM|uisitiTe  malice,  stimulated  by  an  insatiate  parents.    This  was  not  enough.    The  son  and 

rapacity,  all  the  derMus  paths  of  nature  for  father  were  bound  close  together,  face  to  faoe^ 

whatever  is  most  unfriendly  to   man.  they  and  body  to  body,  and  in  that  aituation  cruelly 

■wde  rods  ofa  plant  highly  caustic  and  poison-  lashed  together,  so  that  the  blew,  which  es- 

ous,  called  ^eoMCio,  every  wound  of  which  caped  the  father,  fell  upon  the  son,  and  the 

fasten  and  gangrenes,  adds  double  and  treble  blow,  which  missed  the  aon,  wound  over  the 

to  the  present  torture,  leaves  a  crust  of  leprous  back  of  the  parent    The  circumstances  were 

sores  upon  the  body,  and  oflen  ends  in  the  de-  combined  by  so  subtle  a  cruelty,  that  every 

atruction  of  life  itself.  stroke,  which  did  not  excruciate  the  sense. 

At  night,  these  poor  innocent  sufferers,  these  rixMild  wound  and  lacerate  the  sentiments  and 

martyrs  of  avarice  and  extortion,  were  brought  affections  of  nature. 

into  dungeons;  and  in  the  aeason  when  nature        On  the  aame  principle,  and  for  the  same 

takea  refiige  in  inaensbility  from  all  the  miae-  ends,  virgins,  who  had  never  seen  th«  sun, 

ries  and  cares,  which  wait  on  life,  they  were  were  dragged  from  the  inmost  sanctuaries  of 

three  times  scourged,  and  made  to  reckon  the  their  houses ;  and  in  the  open  court  of  justice, 

watches  of  the  night  by  periods  and  intervale  in  the  very  place  where  security  was  to  be 

of  torment.    They  were  thm  led  out  in  the  sought  against  all  wrong  and  alt  violence,  (but 

severe  depth  of  winter,  which  there  at  certain  where  no  judge  or  lawful  magistrate  had  long 

seasons  would  be  severe  to  any,  to  the  In-  sat,  but  in  their  place  the  rtOSians  and  hang- 

dians  ia  most  severe  and  almost  intolerable, —  men  of  Warren  Hastings  occupied  the  bench,) 

they  were  led  out  before  break  of  day,  and,  stiff  these  virgina,  vainly  invoking  heaven  and  eardi, 

and  sore  as  they  were  with  the  bniiaea  and  in  the  presence  of  their  parents,  and  whilst 

wouodsof  the  night,  were  plunged  into  water;  their  shrieks  were  mingled  with  the  indig- 

■nd  whilst  their  jaws  clung  together  with  the  nant  cries  and  groans  of  all  the  people,  publid^ 

eoU,  and  their  bodies  were  rendered  infinitly  were  vicriated  by  the  lowest  and  wickedest  of 

more  sensible,  the  blows  and  stripes  were  re-  the  human  race.    Wivea  were  torn  firom  tha 

newed  upon  their  badis  ;  and  then,  ddivering  arms  of  their  husbands,  and  suffered  the  same 

them  over  to  soldiers,  they  were  sent  into  their  flagitioua  wronga,  which  were  indeed  hid  in 

fiuias  and  villages  to  diacover  where  a  fbw  the  bottoma  of  the  dungeons,  in*  which  their 

baodfuis  of  grain  might  be  found  concealed,«r  hwour  and  their  liberty  were  buried  together. 
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Often  tfiey  were  taken  out  ofdie  lefiifft  oftMi  aie  no  longer  to  regnrd  him  u  their  Iklher. 

eonsoling  gkxHn,  itripped  naked,  and  iboe  ex*  It  it  aamelhing  far  woree  than  oonplece  oQt* 

peeed  to  the  worid,  and  dien  craetty  aooiarged ;  lawry,  complete  attainder,  and  universal  ex* 

and  in  order  that  cfuelty  might  riot  in  all  the  eommnnication.    ItiiapoUution  even  tottwdi 

eircumstanees,  that  melt  into  tendemem  the  him ;  and  if  he  toochee  any  of  hie  old  caat, 

fi«roest  natures,  the  nipples  of  their  bretali  thej  are  jueti6ed  in  patting  him  to  death, 

were  pot  between  the  sharp  nd  elastic  sides  Contagion,  leprosy,  plague,  are  not  so  much 

of  deft  bamboos.    Here,  in  my  hand,  is  my  diunned.    No  honest  ooeupation  can  be  feW 

naitbority  ;  for  otherwise  one  would  think  it  lowed.  He  becomes  an  Ibtiehere,  if  (which 

incredible.    But  it  did  not  end  there.    Grow-  is  rare)  he  survives  that  miserable  degradation. 

ing  from  crime  to  crime,  ripened  by  enietey  Upon  those,  whom  all  the  shocking  cat** 

far  craeliy,  theee  fiends,  at  length  outraging  kgoe  of  tortures  I  have  mentioned  oouM  not 

eex,  decency,  nature,  applied  lighted  tordies  BMke  to  flinch,  one  of  the  modes  of  losing  cast 

■md  shw  fir^->(I  cannot  proceed  for  shanm  far  firahmuM,  and  other  principal  tribes,  was 

amd  horru^v  !)   these  infernal  furies  plan*  practised.    It  was,  to  harness  a  bulkxk  at  tlw 

ted  deitth  in  the  source  of  life,'  and  when  court  door,  and  to  put  the  Brahmin  on  bin 

ttiat  modes^,  which,  more  than  reason,  die*  back,  and  to  lead  him  throu^  the  towns,  with 

tinguishes  men  from  beast,  retires  fiom  the  drums  beating  before  him.    To  intimidate 

riew,  and  even  shrinks  from  the  expression,  others,  this  buOock,  with  drams,  the  instra- 

tfisre  they  exercised  and  glutted  their  unnatn*  moot  according  to  their  ideas  of  outrage,  di»> 

tml,  monstrous,  and  noiarious  craelty,-Mhere,  grace,  and  utter  loss  of  cast,  was  led  Uirou^ 

where  the  reverence  of  nature,  and  tiie  sano*  the  eounny ;  and,  as  it  advanced,  the  comtry 

tity  of  jmliee,  dares  not  to  pursue,  nor  ventura  fled  before  it.    When  any  Brahmin  was  seia- 

feo  describe  their  practioss.  sd  he  was  threatened  with  this  piUory,  and  for 

Theee,  my  lords,  were  suflerings,  mhkh  we  the  most  port  he  sirtmiitted  in  a  moment  to 

fiael  all  in  common,  in  India  and  ui  England,  whatever  was  ordered.    What  it  was  may  bo 

by  the  general  sympathy  of  our  common  na-  thence  judged.    But  ^irfien  no  possibility  exie- 

ta^.    3nt  there  were  in  that  province  (sold  ted  of  complying  with  the  deniand,  the  people 

to  tSe  tormeniors  by  Mr.  Hastings,)  thingp  by  their  criee  sometimes  prevailed  on  die  ty 

done,  which,  from  the  peculiar  manners  of  India,  rants  to  have  it  commoted  lor  cniel  scourging, 

wore  even  wotm  tl  an  aU  I  have  laid  before  which  was  accepted  as  mercy.    To  some 

you ;  as  the  dominion  of  mannera,  and  the  law  Brahmins  this  mercy  was  denied,  and  the  act 

of  opinion,  contribute  more  to  their  happiness  of  indelible  infamy  executed.    Of  theee  men 

Mid  misery  than  any  thing  in  mere  sensitive  one  came  to  the  company's  ooenmissionerwith 

nature  can  do.  the  tale,  and  ended  widi  these  melandioly 

The  women  thus  treated  kist  their  cast  words,— >"  I  have  suffered  this  indignity :  my 
My  lords,  vre  are  not  here  to  commend  or  oast  is  kist ;  my  life  is  a  burden  to  me ;  I  eaU 
bhune  the  institutions  and  prejudioes  of  n  for  juslioe."    He  called  in  vain, 
whole  race  of  people,  radicated  m  them  by  a  Tour  lordships  will  not  wonder,  that  these 
long  saoeesBionx>f  ages,  on  which  no  reason  or  monstrous  and  oppresave  demands,  exacted 
argument,  on  which  no  vicissitudee  of  things,  with  such  tortures,  threw  the  whole  province 
BO  mixtures  of  men,  or  foreign  conquest,  into  despair.    They  abandoned  their  crops  on 
have  been  able  to  make  the  smallest  impres-  the  ^poumI.    The  people,  in  a  body,  would 
sion.    The  aboriginal  GontO  inhabitants  are  have  fled  out  of  iu  confines;  but  bands  of 
aD  dispersed  into  tribes  or  casts ;  «tch  cast  bora  soldiers  invssted  the  avenues  of  the  province, 
to  an  invariable  rank,  rights,  and  descriptions  and,  making  a  Ium  of  cireumvallntion,  drove 
of  employment ;  so  that  one  cast  cannot  by  back  diose  wretches,  who  sought  exile  as  a 
any  means  pass  into  another.   With  the  Gen-  relief,  into  the  prison  of  their  natire  soil.  Not 
tds  certain  impurities  or  disgraces,  though  suflered  to  quit  the  district,  they  fled  to  the 
without  any  guilt  of  the  parly,  infer  loss  of  many  wild  thickets,  which  oppression  had  scat- 
cast  ;  and  when  the  highest  cast,  thatof  Brah-  tared  through  it,  and  sought  among  the  ju^ 
min,  which  is  not  only  noble  but  sacred,  is  tost,  glee,  and  dens  of  tygera,  a  refuge  from  the 
flte  person,  who  loses  it,  does  not  slide  down  tyranny  of  Warren  Hastings.    Not  able  long 
into  one  lower  but  reputable— he   is  wholly  to  exist  here,  pressed  at  once  by  wild  beasts 
driven  from  all  honest  society.    AU  the  reb-  and  famine,  Uie  same  despair  drove  them  back ; 
lions  of  life  are  at  once  dissolved.    His  pa*  and  seeking  their  hwt  reeooree  in  arms,  the 
rents  are  nokmger  his  parents  ;  his  wife  is  no  most  quiet,  the  most  passive,  the  most  timkl 
longer  his  wife ;  hii  diiUren,  no  kmger  his,  of  the  human  race,  ion  op  in  an  oniveml  i» 


tr^  BEBBCHOf 

MMtMB ;  ui,  vihKt  lia  ahnvf  htfipM  ■  nelflr,  Mi  b^  iluA«  it  dw  i 

papular  toBMha,  tka  aAets  of  dw  hrj  of  tlia  Pwanon  mm  m  paaoa  kMowii  to  be  of  « 

paople  fefl  ga  the  maaaar  aad  aiaiiiHiairi  iIm  oaol  taoipcr,  placid  taaBDen,  BMderale 

The  inaw-  Md6aaiaadkaGharaeiarlbe7k»hadfer(iafat 


in  RoafMire,  aad  aooa  ipiaad  aaamiiiw  k  lo  be  eipecied  linon  ai)  a 
Hi  lira  to  Ika  aaighbooriaf  provineaa,  arbkh 

bj  the  aaaw  peraoa  widh  aoioariei^eoahiiid  report ;  in  which  the  i 

aie  oppraaaioBa.    The  Eagliahcfaiariii  vaa  to  be  hapartkHy  divided  hetweea  iha 


thatpffowBcehadfaecatheaileptwitnf— jiaoat  aiArer  and  the  oppreaaonr;  aad  in  whkk^ 
pnAablj  the  abettor  aad  acooaipUee,  of  aU  anniwiing  to  the  atanding  naaaaan  ef  PMfii, 
tbeae  horroia*.  He  calked  ia  fint  irvagnlar,  he  weald  reooaiaaod  ebUnan  aa  the  beai 
aad  than  reipibr,  tieepa,  who  by  dreadfbl  aad  leatod^ ;  aad  would  eod  bj  rannHuag,  that 
aaireraal  military  aaeoaion  faC  the  better  af  rehuaptiLt  ooaU  have  no  adiaatafe,  aad  ceald 
the  iipotent  teajalaaee  of  unaraied  and  ondi^  aafve  only  to  irrilale  and  keep  i^e  aniraoai 
caplined  doapair.  I  aai  tired  with  the  dalaH  liea:  and,  by  thia  land  of  equiiahley  Candida 
ef  the  craoltiea  of  peace.  I  apaie  you  ihoae  aad  jndge  like  prooeading,  ihey  hoped  the 
of  a  crari  and  ichuann  war,  and  of  ihe  eaaca-  whole  ooanplaiat  would  cahnly  fiuie  away; 
tiaaa,  whidi,  andiaat  law  or  paaeeaa,  or  even  die  aaffawfi  remain  in  the  poaaaaaion  ef  ihor 
dw  ah^ow  of  aaahority,  were  ordered  by  die  patieaoe,aDdUietyiaaC«fhiapl»dar.  Incai^ 
Bngliah  peeeaae  chief  in  diet  pravinoa.  fidanoe  ef  thia  event  from  Uiia  pwaiannii  cha- 
in oar  fndiaB  gueemaiant,  whatever  griev«  iMtor,  Mr.  Haatingi*B  nnaMniftae,  in  -^jTtrim- 
anoe  ia  borne  fa  denied  to  edat;  Mid  all  anto  big  Mr.  Paiewon  dieir  eemmiMianer,  mtn 
deapair,  and  aaian  patieace,  ia  eomtniad  ioto  act  defioent,  in  armiag  hiaa  with  powen  e^ual 
aoBtant  and  ealirfaction.  Bat  thia  general  in-  to  the  o^eet  af  km  comniiiiinn.  Hewasea- 
■araetion,  whieh  at  eveiy  moaiaHl  threalened  al>lcd  to  call  befeie  hhn  all  aeoountanta,  to 
tobiaae  eat  aft k ah,  and  to  involve  aM  the  pio*  eompel  the  produetien  of  aU  aoeouola,  to  ei- 
vinoea  ra  Ita  flanMa,  rant  in  pieoaa  that  veil  af  amiae  all  penona ;  aot  only  to  inqoire  aad  to 
fraud  and  myatory,  diat  oovaia  all  the  lajeeriai  report,  hot  to  decide  and  to  redreaa. 
of  all  the  provineea.  Calcutta  rang  with  it  f  Such  ia  the  iaiperfection  of  hun>aa  wiadoto, 
aad  it  waa  feared  it  would  ^  to  England.  The  dwt  the  coounittee  totally  failed  in  dieir  weU- 
Eagliah  chief  in  the  pfovinoe,  Mr.  Goodkd,  laid  project.  They  were  totally  miarahen  ia 
lepreeeotod  it  to  Mr.  ilaatinga*e  refonoa  com-  their  nan.  Under  that  cold  outoide  the  ooia- 
mitiee  to  be  (what  it  waa)  the  greaieat  and  aiiaaioner  PaienMU  concealed  a  Ana,  Beanif  , 
moat  eeriouediaturbenoe,  that  ever  happened  ai  and  fixed  principle ;  a  deciding  intolleet,  aad  a 
Bencal.    But,  good  easy  aoaa,  he  waa  atleriy  feeling  heart    My  lorda,  be  is  the  aon  of  a 


uaaUe  to  gueee  to  what  cauee  it  waa  to  be     gendeman  ef  a  venerable  age  aad  eioelleM 
attributed.    He  thought  there  waa  aome  ine>     cfaaraoter  ia  due  oounliy,  who  kng  filled  die 


gdUrity  in  the  collection;  but  en  the  whole    aeat  of  cbaJnaan  of  Uie  oonunktee  of  aupp^ 
judged,  dttt  it  had  titde  odier  cauae  than  a    ia  die  Houae  of  Conunom,  and  who  ii 


genenil  eenepiracy  of  the  haatwinhnm  aad  aajoying  repoae  from  hia  long  laboun  ia  aa 

landholdeia,  who,  aa  Dabi  fiKng'a  leaae  waa  hoaouKableage.    The  aon,  aa  aooo  aa  be  wai 

Dear  expiring,  had  detaranned  not  to  pay  any  appointed  to  thia  conMniaaion,  was  awed  fay, 

■ore  revenue.  aiid  dreaded,  the  conaequeneefc    lie  knew  to 

Mr.  Haafinga*a  ooamiittoe  of  revenue,  whil^  what  temptatioa  he  ahould  be  expoeed,  froai 

tbeae  wouada  were  yet  bleedfaig,  and  whikt  a  the  hn<iwn  character  ofDobiSa^,  to  aufipreai 

totd  iailore  waa  threatened  ia  the  renta  of  or  to  aHarepreaent  facta.    He,  therefore,  took 

dieee  proviaoee,  thought  theaiewivee  obliged  to  4iut  a  letter  be  had  fi^om  hia  ftdher,  which  le^ 

aaake  aa  inquiry,  with  aome  aort  of  appearance  tor  waa  the  preaei'vation  of  hia  oharacter,  and 

<rf'aeriouaneea,intodiecaoBeeofit.  Theyleok-  deatruction  of  hia  ftrtiaie.    Thia  letter  he 

ed  ihereibrB  about  them  carefully,  and  ohoee,  alwaya  reaorted  to  in  all  trying  exigenciea  of 

^irfnt  they  judged  wooAd  be  moat  pbuaiUe  and  Jiia  IMe. 

Aaaat  effective.    They  diought,  diat  it  waa  ne-        He  laid  dw  letter  bcforn  htm,  and  diare  waa 

tMaary  to  aead  a  apeoial  commiaaioBer  into  enjoined  auch  a  liae  of  integri^,  of  inoorivpl- 

the  province ;  and  one,  teo,  whoee  chanwlar  aaea,  ef  bearing  every  degree  of  peiaecutian 

would  net  iaataody  bUat  the  credit  of  hia  una-  «adier  than  diaguiaiag  (ruth,  diat  he  went  up 

«ian.   They  caat  diehreyea  oa  a  Mr.  Pateraon,  iato  the  country  in  a  proper  frame  of  mind  far 

%  aarvant  of  dw  coppaay,  a  maa  of  &ir  cbtM  doing  hia  duty. 


OF  WABBSN  HASTINGS,  BBQ.  S71 


He  wwit  Id  Rungpore  ttavagly  hnprwted  mod  their  attichMeat  to  dieir 
with  a  sense  of  the  great  trust,  that  was  placed  allow  the  full  efiact  of  thaso  prejudkea  oadar 
in  him ;  and  he  had  not  the  least  reason  to  such  eircoiiMitaiiees." 
doubt  of  full  support  in  the  execution  of  it ;  He,  however,  praoeeded  with  steadinen  aad 
as  he,  with  every  other  white  man  in  Bengal,  method ;  and  in  spite  of  every  discourage 
probably,  and  every  black,  except  two,  was  ment,  which  could  be  thrown  in  his  way  by  the 
ignorant  of  iho  fact,  that  the  govemour>gene-  power,  craft,  fraud  and  oorrapcioo  of  the  fti^ 
nl,  under  whose  delegated  authority  he  was  mer-geaeral  Debi  Sing,  by  the  oolUision  of  the 
•ent,  had  been  bribed  by  the  farmer-general  provincial  chief,  and  by  the  decay  of  support 
of  those  provinces,  and  had  sold  them  lo  his  from  his  emptoyen^  which  graduliy  iaded  away, 
discretion  for  a  great  sum  of  money.  If  Pater-  and  forsook  hun,  as  his  oecasioBs  for  it  in* 
■on  had  known  this  fact,  no  human  considerap  creased.  Under  all  thoee,  and  under  many  mora 
tion  would  baje  induced  him,  or  any  other  disoouragemenlsand  difficulties^  be  made  ate 
nanof  common  prudence,  to  undertake  an  in-  ries  of  aUe,  dflir,  and  weU-digoeted  reportt  at- 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  Debi  Sing.    Pity,  tended  with  such  evkienee  as  never  beCora,aiid» 
my  lords,  the  condition  of  an  honest  servant  i  belioTe,  never  will  again  appear,  of  the  inter- 
in  Bengal.  Ba]proTiaciaiadmiaistrmtioDofBeBgal;ofev]le 
B^t  Peterson  was  ignorant  of  this  dark  tran-  univeraatly  mderstood,  which  no  one  was  em 
•action,  and  went  simply  to  peribrm  a  duty,  go  abstvd  as  to  contradict,  and  whose  exist* 
He  had  hardly  set  his  loot  in  the  province,  ence  was  never  denied,  except  in  those  plaoee 
when  the  universal,  unquestioned,  tuoontra-  when  they  ought  to  be  rectified,  although  none 
dieted  testimony  of  the  whole  people,  concur-  befive  Palerson  ha«*  the  courage  to  di^ay  the 
ring  with  the  manifest  evidence  of  things,  particulara.     By  these  reports,  carefiilly  col* 
which  oouU  not  lie  ;  with  the  (ace  of  an  uttei-  lated  with  the  evidence,  I  have  been  enabled 
ly  ruined,  undone,  depopulated  country,  and  to  lay  before  you  soow  of  the  effects,  in  ooe 
■aved  from   literal  and  exceptionlesa  depo-  province  and  part  of  another,  of  govemour 
pulation  only  by  the  exhibition  of  scattered  Hastings's  general  system  of  bribery, 
bands  of  wild,  naked,  meagre,  half-&mished  But  now  appeared,  in  the  most  striking  light, 
wretches,  who  rent  heaven  with  their  cries  the  good  poUcy  of  Mr.  Hastings  s  system  of 
and  bowlings,  leR  him  no  sort  of  doubt  of  the  1780,  in  pladne  this  screen  of  a  commiUee 
real  cause  ofthe  late  tumults.    In  his  first  letr  between  him  and  bi»  crimes.    The  committee 
tera,  he  conveyed  his  sentiments  to  the  com-  had  their  lesson.    Whibt  Peterson  is  left  coIp- 
miuee  with  these  memorable  words,—"  In  lecting  his  eriilence,  and  casting  up  his  ao- 
ny  two  reports,  I  have  set  forth,  in  a  general  counts  in  Bungpore,  Debi  Smg  is  caUed  up,  m 
manner,  the  oppressions,  which  provoked  the  seeming  w«iA,  t«  the  capital ;  where  he  la 
ryotts  to  rise.   I  shaU,  therefore,  not  enume-  received  as  those,  who  have  robbed  ud  deso- 
rale  them  now.     Every  day  of  my  inquiry  lated  provinces,  and  fiUed  thev  coffera  with 
serves  but  to  confirm  the  facls.   The  wimdw  aeren  hundred  tbous>uid  pounds  sterlii^,  have 
would  have  been,  if  they  had  not  risen ;  it  been  usually  received  at  Cakutta,  and  some- 
was  not  collection,  but  real  robbbery,  aggra-  times  in  Great  Bntam.    Debt  Sing  made 
vated  by  corporal  punishment,  and  every  in-  good  bis  ground  in  Gakmtta,  and  when  be  had 
suit  of  dUgrace ;  and  this,  not  confined  to  a  well  prapared  his  committee,  in  due  time  Pa- 
few,  hot  extended  over  every  inriiridual    Let  teraon  returns,  appeara,  and  reports, 
the  mind  of  man  he  ever  so  much  inured  to  Persons,  even  less  informed  than  your  lonU 
servitude,  still  there  is  a  point  whera  oppree-  ships,  ara  well  apprised,  that  all  officera,  re- 
sions  wiU  rouse  it  to  reststanco.    Conceive  to  presenting  government,  and  anaking,  in  thai 
yourselves,  what  must  he  the  situation  of  a  character,  an  authoriaed  inquiry,  are  entitled 
ryott,  when  he  sees  ^rery  thing  he  has  in  the  to  a  presumptive  credit  for  all  their  proceed- 
world  seized,  to  aeswer  an  exaggerated  de-  ings,  and  that  their  reports  of  focts  (where 
mand  and  sold  at  so  low  a  price,  as  not  to  there  is  no  evidence  of  oorraptioo  or  malice) 
answer  one  half  of  that  demand :  when  he  are  in  the  firat  instance  to  be  taken  for  truth, 
finds  himself  so  far  from  being  released,  that  especially  by  those,  who  have  authorized  the 
he  remains  still  subject  to  corporal  punish-  inquiry ;  and  it  is  their  duty  to  pot  the  burden 
ment.    But,  what  must  be  his  feelings,  when  of  proof  to  the  contrary  on  those,  who  would 
his  tyrant,  seeing  that  kind  of  severity  of  no  impeach  or  shake  the  report, 
avail,  adds  fiunily  disgrace  and  loss  of  casC  Other  principles  of  policy,  and  other  luM  of 
Too,  gentlemen,  who  know  the  reserve  of  the  government,  and  other  maxims  of  office  pre- 
natives  in  whatever  concerns  (heir  women,  vailed  in  the  committee  of  Mr.  Hiatiiifi'ft 
OL.  III.— 24 


97t  BFBBOH  IN  THE  UMFBAOHMEMT 


Sb  oidUr  to  dealMj  llMt  JHt  hmI  I  ■»  to  leH  yoar  lonfahipg,  dut  iIm  ant 

Mtuml  tndit  of  th0«ffiotri  and  tbe  protoctioD  Hap  they  took  wu,  after  (Nittfaig  Mr.  Patar- 

Md  aupport  thoy  were  bound  to  aJRird  kira,  aoo  as  an  accoaer  to  nake  good  a  ehai^, 

ikejr  w  an  inatant  ahift  apd  ravarao  ail  tho  whicfa  he  made  out  but  too  moeb  to  their  n- 

I,  is  whieh  Uie  partiea  ataod.  tia&etion,  they  changed  their  batteiy. 


Tliia  eiecutivo  board,  Mtkiitod  lor  the  pro-        [Note. — ^Mr.  Bofke'a  iOnem  inertamdf  tgxm 
taalioM  of  the  refeaue  and  of  Ike  people,  and  whieh  the  Houatf  on  the  motion  if  Hm 


Bkirh  waa  no  eowt  of  jnatiee  m  lact  or  mum,  Royal  Highneet  Ae  Prinee  tf  WaUt 

Mmed  thoir  o«b  rapreaoMatiTo  aflieer,  ra-  acf^bunied.] 


partng 
WBtary 


frois  Moordiiif  to  liio  doty,  into  a  t^ 

iaiOBBakogoodhioeharigo  Til/ulJL— S  IXTH   DAT, 

wbam  evaiy  tkiag  ia  to  be  juridicallj  Mr  Lobdo,— In  any  great  undertaking  t 

out  or  not  ajdmiited  :  and  tlie  BMaibero  failure  in  the  midat  of  it,  even  from  iafinni^. 


of  an  oaeontiva  board,  bj  uaarpation  and  inMd,  though  lo  be  regarded  principally  as  a 

avaot  thaBMekaa  into  judgaa,  bound  to  proceed  tune,  is  attended  with  aome  dight  shadow  of 

by  attiet  ndea  of  knr.  dfagraee ;  but  your  kwdahipa*  homaniiy,  and 

By  tkia  iaAmouB  juggle  tlMy  look  away,  aa  your  fore  of  juatice,  hare  remedied  emy 

Ibr  aa  in  ihaai  lay,  the  credit  due  to  the  pro-  thing,  and  I  therefore  proceed  with  coofideDoa 

oaadinga  of  goferuaont.    They  changed  the  thiaday. 

naMMl  ailuaU«Q  of  proola.  They  rejected  the  My  lorda  I  think  (to  the  beat  of  my  remen- 

Jupuailiunii  of  Patonon*a  witneaaaa,  as  not  on  brance)  the  Houae  adjourned  at  the  period  of 

ondi,  fStnonfiJ^  they  bad  neaer  ordered  or  atho  time,  in  whicfa  I  was  endeaTooring  to  ittustrata 

riaad  them  ao  lo  be  taken.  the  miaehids,  that  happened  from  Mr.  Haa- 

TtMf  went  fartker,  and  diaabled,  in  a  body,  tings*s  throwing  off  his  responsibility  by  dele- 
al  tho  deponenlB  IhemaelTeo,  whether  on  oath  gtting  his  power  to  a  nominal  council,  and 
or  not  on  oath,  by  disoredking  tho  whale  pro-  in  feality  to  a  black  bad  man,  a  native  of  the 
ftaee,  as  a  aet  of  crinunab,  whogare  oTidence  country,  of  the  worst  character,  that  could  ba 
to  palliate  their dwn  rebellion.  They  admiois*  found  in  it ;  and  tho  consequence  uf  it,  in  pro- 
tared  faiteirogaloriea  to  the  oommiaiioiMr  in-  renting  the  detection  and  the  punishment  of 
stoadof  the  culprit.  They  took  a  base  fetlow,  the  groaaest  abuses,  that  erer  were  known  to 
whom  they  hod  Ihenwelvea  ordered  theireofa.  be  committed  in  India,  or  any  other  part  of 
miaaioner  to   imprison  for  crimes  (crimes,  theworid. 

charged  oo  him,  not  by  the  commisakmer,  but  My  lords,  I  stated  to  you,  that  Mr.  Commia- 

by  ifaemMlvea,)  and  made  him  a  oomplainani  aioner  Pateraon  was  sent  into  that  country, 

and  a  witneaa  againat  him  in  the  atupideat  and  I  stated,  that  he  was  aent  into  it  with  all  the 

moat  HnprobaUe  of  aU  aeeusationa  ^nnamely,  anthority  cf  govenmient,  with  power  to  bear, 

that  P&teiaon  had  manaoed  kirn  with  ponidh*  and  not  only  to  hear  and  to  report,  but  to  re- 

mant,ifbedidnot,  in  ao  many  words,  abnder  drem  the  griewincea,  which  he  should  find  in 

and  calunmiate  Debi  Bug :  and  dwo  the  com-  the  cooatry.    In  short,  there  was  nothing  wan- 

millao,  aaating  this  wretch  as  an  asaeaaor  at  ting  to  his  power  but  an  honest  support, 

their  own  board,  who  a  few  daya  before  would  Your  lordshipa  win  be  convinced,  that  the 

hava  trembled  like  a  whipped  alave  at  the  kiok  road  to  fortuae  was  easy  to  him.    Debi  Sing 

of  an  Earopeaa,  encouraged  him  to  interrogate  for  a  favourable  report  woald  have  given  a 

than'  own  oooMnimioner.  large  sum  of  money.    Your  lord.*hipe  will  ba 

[Note.— Kcw   Mr.  Burke  wn  taken  iff,  convinced,  that  the  committee  would  not  have 

and  ohUged  to  mt  doom.    AfUr  aome  6me  received  such  a  report  as  a  proof  of  bribery. 

Mr.  Burke  ogOMi  ocldhBtaed  tkt  Hame.\  They  would   rather  consider  him  as  a  man, 

wboao  conduct  tended  to  conciliate,  and  to 

My  lorda,  1  am  aorvy  to  break  the  attention  aoflen  trouUeaome  and  difficult  matters,  and 

of  your  hirdsbipa  in  such  a  way.    It  is  a  «ail^  to  aettle  the  order  of  government  as  soon  ak 

ject,  that  agitatea  me.    It  ia  king,  difficult  and  poasible. 

ardnoua ;  but,  with  the  blaming  of  God,  if  I  Some  of  die  things  contained  in  bh  rvporti 

can,  to  mve  you  any  farther  trouble,  1  will  go  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  laying  before  your 

tkniq^  iltfiit  Aiy.  kirdahipa,  but  rery  fkintlT.  rerr  imperfectly, 


1 
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^dhg  AortWay  wrtwriah.    Ibtveitatod,  DebiSKag.    H0 it  fitraullKl to  fisd 

ibat  the  crimiiiAl,  agv^  whom  tk«  coamat-  fijr  kis own  defeoM;  Md  be,«i  ^U eompuT's 

•ioaer  bad  mado  hk  report,  inatead  of  boii^  aorrani  ia  to  aeknawMga  it  aa  a  favaor  to  to 

pimiahod  by  that  ttaoag  htoi  of -powrer,  which  agaia  auffand  to  go  into  Iho  pionnee,  wiiioaft 

Mr.  Haatiofi  haa  thought  prapar  to  iiao  upoa  aHlh«rity,withoutataiiaB,  without  public  oftMrM* 

other  occaaiooa,  when  he  haa  endeaToorad  to  tar,  under  liM  diaeouBlenaneu  and  frowna^  and 

make  princea,  or  pereoH  in  the  iBuk  and  with  la  a  uiauuir  under  proaeoiiriou,  of  thegoraro* 

the  attrihutea  of  aovarvigu  prineee,  feel,  wbe»-  neat.    Aaafe»our,he  iaaufferedtogaagaia 

aver  they  have  lacurrad  hie  private  reaent»  into  Euugpora,in  hepea  cf  finding  auMug  th» 

nents ;  that  thb  man  waa  put  intoevery  aituap  dajectod,  fanraaeed,  and  enriayad  race  of  Hia- 

lioB  of  ofieaoe,  or  dcfeneo,  wKidi  the  iMat  dOa,  and  in  that  ondaae  ptorinee,  men  bold 

Utigioua  and  prevaricatii^  lawa,   that  ever  enough  to  Btandfcrwanl,againat  all  tenptaiiooa 

WOTO  invented  in  the  very  boaom  af  aibilcaiy  of  emalameat,  and  al  the  ride  of  their  itvea, 

power,  could  afford  him,  or  by  which  peeula-  with  a  fim  adharaaaeto  their  origiaal  charge ; 

tioa  and  power  upere  to  be  aoreeaed  ftcn  the  and,  at  a  time,  when  they  eaw  Sm  an  aban* 

ariea  of  an  oppieaaed  people.  dnaed  and  pweaamed  prwnte  jadividaal,  whma 

Mr.  Palereea,  I  atatod,  from  being  a  ceaa*  they  had  yvt  bifeee  looADed  open  aa  n  prateeb* 

minyoer  directed  to  lepot,  uader  the  auifao*  mg  aagel,  cartyiag  with  Jam  the  wbob  puwei 

lity  of  gerermaent^to  that  geveramcnt,  waa  af  a  bweflcit  govemmeat,  aad  whem  they 

aaaaidered  aa  a  vuhmtavy  aocuaer,  obliged  to  had  eppMad  to  aa  a  aagiaaato  of  high  aad 

make  good  tiia  artidea  of  hia  «hai^    But,  I  aanred  authorb^,  to  hoar  the  camplainm,  and 

boKeve,  I  atated,  that  ke  didaot  kag  lUflnia  to  redrana  Ihe  giievanoaa  of  a  whele  paopla. 

I  ahaU  now  pnecaed  toatoto  to  your  kadAipa,  at  the  eaae  time,  aant  out  to  tuiiear  aad  n» 

dmilhia  Debt  Sing,  Cmti&ed  by  thiaprotoetioa,  1  eaanaine  the  canoe,  to  incfaire  into  the  inquiry, 

which  waa  extended  even  to  the  loureat  of  hia  to  eaaaune  into  the  aiaminaiinn,  to  eoatroul 

iaatiuaieiita,  Aought  it  high  tiaM  to  aeauaM  the  luport,  to  be  oennabeioaeta  upca  the  oam* 

the  anperiority,  tlmt  beUmged  to  a  penonage,  miauoa  of  Mr.  Patoiaea.    Befcve  theaa  «obh 

who  had  the  goveraour>»general  for  hia  pea-  mkaioneii  he  wua  made  to  appear  aa  aa 

mmtr.    Mo  kmger  the  aneaking  loae  of  apo-  aceuaed  peraoo,  and  waa  put  open  hiadefaafa, 

kgy  ;«-no  kmger  the  modeet  allegatiena,  that  but  widwul  the   aatheriiy,  aad  without  4ha 

thaooauniaaaoaerwaanuainfermed;-<hebektty  fevour,  which  ought  to  go  with  aa  ncouaad 

aocueee  the  reprfontative  of  Engheh  gevewH  poreon  fer  the  pnrpoae  of  enabling  him  to  make 

meotof  forgery  in  order  to deatroy  him;  he«r>-  out  anebdefenoe. 

miaatoa  and  recriminalea,  and  laya  about  lorn  Theae  pemoaa  went  down  into  that  oonnivy ; 

without  aaercy.  aad  after  epending  a  long  time  in  mora  amai* 

Tfainge  were  now  in  a  proper  train ;— tlto  tern  of  ferm,  found  iboy  couM  not  do  widioot  a 

ewnmitlee  find  the  cauae  growing  and  ripaa*  ie|MWiintatini  of  Debi  Sing,  and  aocoidin^y 

ing  to  thetr  wiAea ;— anawen,  re(diea,objeO"  they  ordered  Debi  Smg  to  eend  up  hia  vakeel. 

tiona,aiid  interwfBatoriea,aeeounta  oppoeed  to  I  fergot  to  elate  to  your  kwdriiipa  what  the 

aeeoupto,    balencea  now  on  llie  one  aide  ;  coadition  of  Debi  Sing  waa  daring  thia  pro* 

new  on  the  others — ^New  debtor  beooaMa  ere*  reeding.    Thia  nwn  bad  been   ordeiwd  to 

ditor,  and  creditor  dehlor«^UBtil  the  proceed-  GnlenttooB  two  pooada ;  oae,  en  the  matter  eC 

iaga  were  grown  to  the  aiae  of  TiJumei,  aad  hia  flagitioua  miaooaduct  at  Rungpore,  and^ 

the  whole  well  fiued  to  perplex  Ike  npMtaiaD^ple  the  «ber,  for  a  great  iaiharem  the  payment  of 

faeto,  and  todadien  the  nwridian auaahina  of  hie  itipulated  revenne.     Under  tbie  double 

public  notoriety.  They  prepaeed  a  report  fiw  aeciwation  be  waa  to  be  conaideted,  according 

the  goveniour*gBneeal  aaid  comuytl,  euitoble  to  tothe  uaaal  aeode of  prooeeding  in  euehcaeea, 

the  whele  tenour  of  iheir  prooeedinga.    Hare  aa  a  prieener ;  and  be  waa  kofA,  not  in  the 

the  man,  whom  they  bad  eaeptoyed  and  be-  oaanaoa  gaol  of  Oaleatla,aot  in  the  prieon  of 

trayed,  appeared  in  a  new  character.    Obaerve  the  Ibrt,  not   in  that  gaol,  m  which  rajah 

their  comae  with  him>-FirBt,be  waaamdea  Nundoomar,  who  had  been  pnae  mmieler 

Then,  he  waa  changed  from  a  af  tim  iimpiiu,  waa  euafined,  bat  acceidmg  to 

lionartobeavolimlaryaecnaer.    He  the  arihl  waya  of  that  country,  where  dwy 

aiinlhie  imiliiaai|ilKnaiB  j    he  ehooaa  to  be  mild,  aad  the  peraona  are  proteo 

appeaiv  aaa  culprit,  before  Mr.  Haatinga,on  ted  by  the  oAoial  mflaeaoe  of  power,  under 

the  accueation  of  the  donor  of  Mr.  Haetmga'a  a  firee  euatody.     He  waa  put  under  a  guaid 

bribaa.    Hoiatoaaawertotheaccuntiaaaof  cf  aepoyu,  but  aot  majnti  tohia  hpuae;  h> 
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peiMitftwl  to  go  abraod,  whero  ho  ww  ot  mmdtr  db^raof."    Thoy  thorafero  todr  « 

diiify  ui  oonfefOMco  with  thoM,  who  were  to  niddlo  way,  and  ordered  the  guard  not  la 

lodge  him ;  and  ha?ingaa  addraM  whidi  ad*  attend  him  with  fixed  bayooeCa,  whidt  han 

dom  laib,  and  a  dexlertty  never  wanting  to,  tho  appearance  of  the  custody  of  a  priioneri 

a  man  poeaoied  of  ^.700,000  he  converted  tfiis  hut  to  lower  their  muaquets,  and  unfix  their 

guard  into  a  retinue  of  honour:  their  bayoneta  bayonets. 

were  bwered,  their  rousquets  laid  aside ;  they  The  next  step  of  these  oommimioneri  b  to 

attended  him  with  tlieir  side  arms,  and  many  exdude  Mr.  Piiterian  firom  all  their  delflbem* 

with  silver  voices  in  their  hand,  to  mark  ban  tioos ;  and,  io  order  that  both  parties  might  bo 

out  rather  as  a  great  magistraie  attended  by  put  on  an  equality,  one  would  natoally  ood* 

a  retinue,  than  a  prisoner  under  guard.  elude,  that  the  culprit  Dehi  Sing  waa  likewisa 

When  be  was  ordered  to  send  a  vakeel  to  excluded.  Far  fimn  it :  he  sat  upon  the  bench, 

defend  his  conduct,  he  refiised  to  send  him.  Need  I  say  any  more  upon  this  subject  1  The 

Upon  which  the  eommiasioners,  instead  oC  protection  followed. 

saying,  **  If  you  will  not  send  your  agent,  wa  In  this  situation,  Mr.  Putereon  wrote  ona 
will  proceed  in  our  inquiry  without  him,"  (and  of  the  most  pathetic  memorials,  that  ever  was 
indeed  it  was  not  made  necessary  by*lhe  con-  penned,  to  {he  council  of  Galcotta,  submitting 
misstoni  that  ho  sbouhl  be  there  either  by  to  his  hard  fiUe,  but  standing  inflexiKy  |p  bin 
vnkeel  or  otherwise,  (ooodescendingly  admil-  virtue,  that  brought  it  upon  him.  To  do  dm 
tod  his  refusal,  and  sufiered  him  to  come  up  in  man  justice,  he  bore  the  whole  of  tltis  paisa 
peraoo.  He  accordingly  enters  the  pravinoe,  cotion  like  an  hero.  He  never  totmred  in  his 
attended  with  his  guard,  in  the  manner  I  have  principles,  nor  swerved  to  the  ri^,  or  to  tha 
beibre  mentioned,  more  as  a  pemon  returning  left,  from  the  noUe  cause  of  justice  and  h«> 
in  triumph  from  a  great  victory,  than  as  a  man  manity,  in  which  he  bad  been  engaged  ,  and 
wider  the  load  of  all  those  enormous  charges,  when  yviur  lordships  come  to  see  hb  memorials 
which  I  have  stated.  He  enteta  the  province  you  will  have  reason  to  observe,  that  hn  abi> 
in  thb  manner ;  and  Mr.  Paterwn,  who  saw  lities  are  answerable  to  the  dignity  of  his 
himself  lately  the  representative  of  the  India  cause,  and  make  him  worthy  of  every  thing 
company  (an  old  servant  of  the  company  b  a  that  he  had  the  hmour  to  suffer  for  it. 
great  man  in  that  country,)  was  now  left  To  cut  short  the  thread  of  thb  shocking  so- 
naked,  destitute,  witiiout  any  mark  of  ofiicial  ries  of  corruption,  oppremion,  fraud  and  cfa^ 
situation  or  dignity.  He  was  present,  and  saw  canery ,  which  lasted  for  upwards  of  toot  yeara  { 
^l  the  marks  of  imprisonment  turned  into  marks  Peterson  remains  without  employmeat : — ^Tho 
of  respect  and  dignitv  to  thb  oonsummato  inhabitants  ofgreat  provinces,  whose  substanoe 
villain,  whom  I  have  the  misfiirtune  of  being  and  vriiose  blmd  was  soki  by  Mr.  Hastingpi 
d>liged  to  introduce  to  your  kwdships'  notice,  remain  without  redren. — ^Aod  the  purchaser 
Mr.  Paterson,  leeing  the  effect  of  the  pro-  Debi  Smg,  that  corrapt,  iniquitous  and  bloody 
ceeding  every  where,  seeing  the  minds  of  the  t^rani,  instead  of  being  proceeded  against  by 
people  broken,  subdued  and  prostreto  under  it,  the  committee  in  a  civil  suit  for  retribution  to 
and  that  so  for  from  having  the  means  of  de>  the  sufferers,  b  handed  over  to  the  false  sem- 
toeting  the  vilbnies  of  thb  insolent  criminal,  Mance  of  a  trial,  on  a  criminal  charge,  before 
appearing  as  a  magbtrato,  he  had  not  the  a  Mahomedan  judge, — an  equal  judge,  howw 
means  of  defending  even  hb  own  innocence,  ever.  The  judge  was  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn, 
because  every  kind  of  information  fiedand  was  his  original  patron,  and  the  author  of  all  his 
annihilated  before  him,  represented  to  these  fortunes ; — a  judge,  who  depends  on  him,  as  a 
young  commiMioners,  that  this  appearance  of  debtor  depends  upon  hb  creditor.  To  thai 
authority  tended  to  strike  terrour  into  (he  hearts  judge  b  ho  sent,  without  a  distinct  charge, 
of  the  natives,  and  to  prevent  hb  receiving  without  a  prosecutor,  and  without  evidence, 
justice.  The  council  of  Calcutta  took  this  re-  The  next  ships  will  bring  you  an  aooouat  of  hb 
presentation  into  their  deliberate  oonsiderai-  honourable  acquittal. 

tion ;  they  found,  that  it  was  trae,  that,  if  he  I  hare  stated  before,  that  I  considered  Mr. 

had  such  an  attendance  any  longer  in  thb  sitoa^  Hastings  as  responsible  for  the  characters  of  tha 

tion,  (and  a  large  attendance  it  was,  such  as  people  he  employed;  doubly  responsible,  if  hn 

the  chanoeUour  of  thb  kingdom,  or  the  speaker  hmo  them  to  be  bad.  I,  therefore,  charge  kin 

of  the  House  of  Connnons  does  not  appear  with  potting  in  situations,  in  which  any  ev£ 

with,)  it  would  have  an  evil  appearance.    On  may  be  committed,  persons  of  known  evil  eba» 

the  other  hand,  say  they,  "**  \f  ht  thouU  be  l^  meters. 

wtdtra  guvd,1hs  pMfkvotmidemmitThim  My  lords,  I  charge  him,  as  chief  govemoyt^ 
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«rith  detlroying  the  Institutions  of  the  eoontr^i  tbrough  the  mediom  of  that  rery  person,  whom 

which  were  desifoed  to  be,  and  ought  to  have  he  had  appointed  feo  exercise  all  the  authoritiet 

been,  controols  upon  such  a  ^person  as  Debi  of  the  supreme  council  abore,  and  of  a]i  su^ 

Sing.  ordinate  comieils  below.    Haviof ,  therdbre, 

An  officer,  called  dewan  or  steward  of  the  thus  appointed  a  oouncil  of  toob  in  the  iiaads 

country,  had  alvrays  been  placed  as  a  controol  of  Giniga  Govin  Sin|f,  at  the  expense  of 

on  the  fitrmer ; — but  thai  no  such  controol  should  £JStfiO0  a  year,  to  supersede  all  the  English 

in  &et  ezist^--that  he,  Debi  Sing,  should  be  let  provincial  authorities ;  having  appoaited  ^em 

loose  to  rapine,  slaughter  and  plunder  in  the  for  the  purpose  of  est^lishing  a  brttie  factor- 

eooutry,  both  offices  were  conferred  on  him.  gsnersl,  a  general  receiver  and  agem  of  bribes, 

Did  Mr.  Hastings  vest  theee  offices  in  him?  ttutxigh  aU  thai  ooontiy ;  Mr.  Hastings  is  ro- 

No ;  but,  if  Mr.  Hastings  had  kept  finn  to  the  sponsible  fcr  all  the  consequences  of  it 

duties,  which  the  act  of  parliament  appointed  I  have  thought  it  necessary,  and  absolutely 

him  to  execute,  all  the  revenue  appointments  necessary  it  is,  to  state  what  the  consequenoe 

most  have  been  made  by  him:  but,  instead  of  this  dandestine  mode  of  supplying  the  com* 

of  making  them  himself,  he  appointed  Gunga  pany's  exigencies  was.  Tour  kwdships  will 

Gofvin  Sing  to  nndte  diem,  and  Ibr  thai  appoint-  see,  that  tlMir  exigencies  ara  to  be  supplied  by 

meal,  and  for  the  whole  train  of  subordinate  the  ruin  of  the  lamled  interest  of  a  province, 

▼many,  which  followed  the  placing  iniquity  in  the  destraeiion  of  the  husbandmen,  and  the 

the  chief  seat  of  govemmeut,  Mr.  Hastings  is  ruin  of  all  the  people  in  it.    This  is  the  con* 

answeiablew—- He  is  answeraUe,  I  say,  firit,  sequence  of  a  general  bribe  broker,  an  agent 

for  destroying  his  own  legal  capacKy ;  and  like  Gunga  Gbvia  Sing,  superseding  all  the 

next,  for  deetroying  tho  legal  capacity  of  the  powers  and  oontroula  of  government, 

nooncfl,  not  one  of  whom  ever  had,  or  couU  But  Mr.  Hastings  has  not  only  rsduoed 

have,  any  true  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  bribery  to  a  system  of  goveimnent  praetically» 

eonatry  foom  the  moment  he  buried  it  in  the  but  theoretically.  For  when  he  despaired  any 

golf  of  mystery,  and  of  darkness,  under  that  longer  of  concealing  his  bribes  from  the  pen^ 

«oOeeted  heap  of  villany,  Gunga  Ckvin  Sing,  trating  eye  of  parliament,  then  he  took  another 

From  that  moment  he  destr^^  tho  power  mode,  and  declared,  as  your  lordships  w3l 

of  government,  and  put  every  thmg  into  his  see,  that  it  was  the  best  way  of  supplying  the 

hands;  for  this  he  is  answerable.  necessities  of  the  East>Iiidia  Company  in 

The  provincial  councils  oonsisted  of  many  the  pressing  exigencies  of  their  afikin ;  Umt 

members,  who,  though  they  might  unite  in  thus  a  relief  to  the  company's  affairs  might 

seme  smaH  ink|oiiies  perhaps,  couU  not  pen-  be  yieUed,  which   In  lbs  common  oetensi- 

•ibly  have  concealed  from  the  public  eye  the  kile  mode,  and  under  the  ordinary  forms  of 

eommissionofsnchactsasthessL     Their  very  government,  and  p«diliGly,  never  wouU  be 

nmnben^theiraatnral  competitions,  the  oonteiH  yielded  to  tfiem.    So  that  bribery  widi  him 

tions,  that  nwathave  arisen  among  them,  most  became  a  supplement  to  exaction, 

have  put  a  check  at  least,  to  such  a  business.  The  best  way  of  showing,  that  a  tfaeore- 

And,  therefore,  Mr.  Hastings  having  de-  lical  system  is  bad,  is  to  show  the  practical 

stroyed  every  check  and  controul  above  and  mischiefo,  that  it  produces;  because  a  thing 

aebw^— having  delivered  the  iritole  into  the  may  kMk  specions  in  theory,  and  yet  be  rutin 

hands  of  Ghinga  Gtovin  Sing,  for  alt  the  inkpii-  ous  in  practice;  a  thing  may  look  evil  in  theory, 

ties  of  Gunga  Gorin  Sing  he  is  responsible.  and  yet  be  in  its  practios  exceHsnt    Here  a 

But  he  dSl  not  know  I>ebi  Sing,  whom  he  thing  in  theory,  slated  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  be 

employed.   I  read  yesterday,  and  trust  it  is  protective  of  much  good,  is  in  reality  pr^ 

fresh  in  your  kirdships'  remembrance,  that  duetive  of  all  those  horriUe  misohiefr  I  have 

I>ebi  Sing  was  presented  to  him  by  that  set  stated.    That  Mr.  Hastings  well  knew  thi% 

of  toob,  as  they  call  themselves,  who  acted,  as  appears  from  an  extract  of  the  Bengal  Rove* 

they  diemselfes  tell  us  they  must  act,  entirsly  nne  Consultations,  tlst  Jannary  1T8S,  a  little 

and  implicitly  under  Gunga  Govin  Sing  ;->-tfiat  bsfers  be  came  away, 

is  to  say,  by  Ghmga  Govin  Sing  himself,  the  Mr.  Hastings  says,  **  I  entirely  acquit  Mir 

eonfidential  ageM  of  Mr.  Hastugs.  Oeedlad  of  all  the  charges:  he  has  dispiursj 

Mr.  Hastings  is  forther  responsible,  because  them.  It  was  the  duty  ^  the  accuser  to  prov« 


be  taok  a  bribe  of  £>40,000  from  some  psrsoa    them.     Whatever  crimes  may  be  establisheo 
in  power  in  Dbagepore  and  Rnngpore,  the    against  lajah  Debi  Sing,  it  does  not  foDow 


eountriee,  which  were  ravaged  in  this  maimer^    that  Mr.  Gtoodlad  was  naponsible  Ibr  them 
dmrngh  the  hands  of  Gunga  Govin  Sinir-    and  I  so  well  kmrn  the  ehanotsr  and  abilitini 
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ornjah DabiSii^thfttl Mil eMajOMWBm,  opiniM cT  Debi  Siig  wm^W«  iWI  fttm 
limt  it  WW  in  hb  )>ower  both  to  oommit  the  it  «t  uiollftar  time  by  tbandum  of  ole«r  9td 
«normitiM,  which  are  laid  to  hii  charge,  imd  detaoMtimtive  evidence,  thai  whether  he  wai 
to  oonceal  ihe  groonda  of  them  from  Mr.  Good-  bad  or  no  (but>  wo  ahatt  proTo.  that  bad  he  w« 
hut.  who  had  no  authority  hut  that  of  receiving  indeed)  aom  ht  could  haidly  be  ao  ted  aa  he 
the  aooounts  and  tenia  of  the  diitrict  froaa  waa  in  the  opinioo,  which  Mr.  Haatingi  enter- 
rajah  Debt  Sing,  and  occaaionaUy  to  be  the  tained  of  him  ;  who  notwithatanding,  now  daa- 
diannel  of  comnianication  between  him  and  owns  ihia  mode  coauRitiee,  intituled  by  hu»- 
the  committee.''  ael(  but,  in  reality,  entirely  aaaaafad  by  Gui^ 

We  riiaU  now  aeo  what  thinga  Mr.  Haetiofa  Govin  Siug.    Thia  Debi  Sing  waa  aooepted 

did,  what  conrae  he  waa  in,  a  little  before  hk  aaanuoeMeptionabienan;andyatMr.  Hav- 

departure ;  with  what  propriety  and  oonai^  tin^i  knowa  both  hia  power  of  doing  nuMhiaf, 

teney  o£  character  he  baa  behaved  fitmi  the  and  hia  artifice  in  coiwealiag  it.  If,  then,  Mr. 

year  cf  ihMxNnmenoeneiit  of  hie  cemipt  wfrn"  Ooodlad  i^  to  be  acquitted,  doea  it  not  thorn 

tern  in  1719  to  the  end  of  it,  when  he  doaed  the  evil  of  Mr.  Haatinga'a  conduct  in  destroy* 

it  in  1786 ;  when  the  bribei  not  only  mounted  iaig  thoae  provincial  cnuncUa,  which)  aa  I  ham 

the  chariot,  but  boarded  the  barge,  and,  aa  I  alraady  elated,  were  obliged  to  book  evaiy 

ahall  diow,  fellowed  him  down  to  the  Gangea,  thing,  to  minute  afi  the  circumalanoea,  whiah 

and  even  le  the  aea,  and  that  he  never  quitted  came  befi^re  them,  tegether  with  all  the  ooi^ 

has  eyamn  of  iniqinty ;  butthat  itaunrived hia  aultationa  reepecting  them?  He  atrikea  at  the 

political  life  heolf.  whole  qpatrm  at  once,  and,  inatead  of  it,  he 

One  of  hia  kat  political  acta  waa  thia :  kaveo  an  EngiiafaHian  under  pretence  of  oo^ 

Tour  lordihipo  will  reneinher,  that  Mr.  trouUing  Gunga  Govin  Sing'a  agent,  appointed 

Goedlad  waa  aent  up  into  the  counliy)  whoee  for  the  veiy  purpoee  of  giving  him  hribea,  in  a 

conduct  waa  terrible  indeed:  for  that  jie  could  province,  where  Mr.  Heatings  aaya  that  agant 

not  be  in  place  and  authority  in  that  eoontiy,  had  the  power  of  eommitting  ailcb  ewmnitieai 

and  be  innocent,  while  auch  thinga  were  dunf,  andwIuokiMibodydMiMflhisdiipoaitioniocan^ 

I  abaU  profo :  but  that  ia  not  new  my  oonaid^  niit.^4Ie  leavea  him,  I  eay,  in  auch  a  aiate  of 

ration.  inefficiency,  that  iheae  iaiquitiea  eould  be  coi^ 

The  govemonr-generaf  a  mimite,  jtiat  read,  oaaled  (though  every  one  true)  fiom  the  per* 

ia  this,  **  f  entirely  acquit  Mr.  Goodkd  of  ai  aon  appointed  there  to  inapeot  hia  cenduot  !— 

the  cfavgea:  be  baa  disproved  them.    It  was  What  then  eould  be  his  busmeas  there  7  waa 

the  duty  of  the  accuser  to  prove  them,"  (the  it  only  to  receive  auch  suma  of  BMwey  aa  Debi 

nocuaer, namely, the commiMioner.)  "What*  Sing  might  put  into  his  haadsi  aod  which 

aver  crimes  may  be  estahKsbed  againat  rajah  mig^t  easily  Iwve  been  aent  toCalcutta  7  Was 

Dabi  Sing,  it  does  not  follow,  that  Mr.  Good-  he  to  be  of  uee  aa  a  oommuoication  between 

lad  waa  responsible  for  them  ;  and  I  so  well  Debi  Smg  and  the  committee,  and  in  no  other 

know  the  character,"  &o.  kc,  kc  way  7   Here  then  we  have  that  English  autbo- 

Now  your  lordships  pefoetve  he  haa  acquit-  rity,  which  Mr.  Haatinga  left  in  the  country: 

ted  Mr.  Goodlad.  He  is  clear.  Be  it,  thai  he  here  the  native  authority  which  he  aettled,  and 

ia  feirly  and  oonseientiooBly  acquitted.    But  the  estaUishroent  of  native  iniquity  in  a  rego* 

what  is  Mr.  Hastinga'a  account  of  rajah  Debi  lar  ayatem  under  Gunga  Govin  Sing :  here  the 

Sing?    He  is  presented  to  him  in  1781  by  destruction  of  all  EngUah  inapactioa  I  hope  1 

Gunga  Govin  Sing,  as  a  penon,  against  need  say  no  mora  to  prove  to  your  lordshipSi 

whose  character  there  oould  be  no  eiception,  that  this  system,  taken  nakedly  as  it  thus  otanda^ 

and  by  him  accepted  in  that  light.    Upon  the  founded  in  myateiy  and  obeeurity,  founded  fer 

eeossion  I  have  mentioned,  Mr.  Hastings's  the  very  exprees  purpooe  of  conveying  bribeoy 

opinion  o€  him  is  tlHs{  *'  I  ao  well  know  the  na  the  best  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue,aml 

eharaeler  and  abilities  of  rajah  Debi  Sing,  supplying  the  company's  eaigencies  through 

that  1  can  easily  eonceive,  that  it  was  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  would  be  iniquitojs  upon 

his  power  both   to  commit  the  enormities,  the  fece  and  the  statement  of  it.    But  when 

which  an  Uid  to  his  charge,  and  to  conceal  your  lordships  consider  what  horrid  efiecta  's 

Ae  grounds  of  them  from  Mr.  Goodlad,  who  produced,  you  will  easily  see  what  the  mischief 

had  no  authority  but  thai  of  receiving  the  ac-  and  abomination  of  Mr.  Hastinga'a  dntroying 

oounii  and  reata  of  the  district  firom  rajah  DeU  these  provincial  conneila,  and  protecting  theaa 

Sing,  and  eooaaunally  labethe  ch^HMlofeom-  peraona*  muet  neocoparily  be.    If  you  had  not 

municatidn  between  him  and  the  committee."  known  in  theory,  you  muii  hava  aeen  ii  in 

Thus  your  Widshipa  aea  what  Mr.  Hastiags^a  praetiim. 
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Bui  whttk  bodk  imetiee  nd  dieory  ooBCV,  n— iiiltoi  hy  t  awr  •>&,  aikl  fewad  IJw  <o 
fb«r«c«iibeno<ioiibt,thBtas3r«CMnofpriTate  declare,  that  they  would  not  receive  any  bribet. 
bribery  for  a  revenue,  and  of  private  agency  for     Ae  soon  aa  he  had  so  seeored  tfaem  againtl 


eowtitutioMl  fetw^nsmmH,  moet  ruin  the    receiring   bribes,  he  wm  leeolved  to  make 
•ouBtry,  wiMve  it  prevada;  rauit  diagrace  the     them  iaefficienV^-a  good  way  to aecore  them 


r,  that  uMe  it,  and  finally  end  is  the  d^  against  bribes,  by  taking  from  them  the  power 

smiction  of  the  revenue.   For  what  uys  Mr.  of  bribo-wofthy  aervioe.    This  was  a  good 

Hastings  ?    I  was  to  have  received  £^,000  ooonter  security  to  their  oath.  But  Mr.  Ha»* 

m  bribes,  and  £S),000  was  actually  applied  to  tkigs  put  a  dewaa  there,  against  whom  thero 

iho  ase  of  the  company.    Now  I  hope  i  shall  was  no  security;  he  lei  loiose  this  dewan  lo 

^smonstrate,  if  net,  it  wiH  be  by  some   one  iKisbaie  their  intentions,  their  applicatioa, 


aUer  than  me  demonstrated  in  the  ooune  of    their  abilities  aad  oath ;  that  is,  there  was  a 
this  bosiaess,  that  there  never  was  a  bribe    peraon  at  that  board,  who  was  more  than  tha 


fsceired  by  Mr.  Hastings,  that  was  not  in-    hoard  itsel(^  who  might  riot  in  pnanJalion  and 
atahtly  followed  with  a  deficiency  m  tbe  rsv^    phavler  from  one  end  of  the  oountiy  to  the  other. 


i;  this  is  clear,  and  what  we  imdertake  to  He  was  there  lo  receive  bribes  for  Mr.  Haa- 

prove :  and  that  Dehi  Sing  himself  was,  at  the  tings ;  the  committee  were  to  be  pure  with  ia^ 

time  Mr.  Hastiagacaaw  away,  between  twenty  potent  bands;  and  then  came  a  person  with 

•ad  thirty  thousand  po«Kls  debtor  to  the  con^  ample  power  for  B&r.  Hastings  himselC  And* 

paoy.    So  that  in  truth  you  always  find  a  Isst  this  peraon  should  not  have  power  emmgli 

deficiency  of  revmme  nearly  aifusl,  and  in  soma  in  this  committee,  he  is  made  tiie  geaeni 

hmmacesIshaUihowdonbhstoallthebribea  bribe  brokar  to  Mr.  Hastings.    This  sscraC 

Mr.  Hastings  received ;  from  whence  it  wiM  imder-cunrent,  as  your  Isrdalnps  wil  see,  is  ta 

be  evident,  that  he  never  couU,  nor  did,  raoeiva  conntwact  every  thing,  and,  as  fast  as  oaa 

diem  under  that  absurd  and  strange  idea  of  a  part  is  rendered  pure,  totally  to  corrupt  aK 

laaeurce  lo  goveraaaeat.  the  resL 

I  moat  re-etaia  to  ymr  lofddnps,  hecaiiss  I  But,  my  lords,  this  was  not  the  privata 

wish  you  never  to  forget,  that  this  coramitiea  opinion  of  Mr.  Shore  only,  a  roan  of  great 

of  revenue  was,  in  their  own  opinion,  and  from  abilities,  and  intimately  acquainted  with  tha 

their  own  cenain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  mvenue,  who  must  know  when  he  was  in  a 


if  motion  can  be  sttrfimted  originally  le  mstnv  situation  to  do  good,  and  when  not.    Tlw 

meats,. mere  toola ;  that  \hnj  knew,  that  they  other  gemleman,  whom  I  have  mentioeed« 

were  tools  in  the  hands  of  Gunga  Gorin  Sing.  Bfr.  i^stings's  oonfidaat  in  every  thing  but 

There  were  two  peraoos  principal  tn  it,  Mr.  hia  bribes,  and  supposed  to  be  in  his  cfasaat 

Shore,  who  waa  the  acttog  president,  and  Mr.  secrets,  is  Mr.  Andenon.    I  sbouU  renaMc  la 

Anderson,  who  waa  prcaident  in  rank,  and  your  lordahips,  that  Mr.  Andenon  is  a 


prorident  in  emolumeal,  but  absent  for  a  great  appareatly  of  weak  nervea,  of  modest  and  very 

part  of  the  time  upon  a  fiireign  embasay.   It  ia  guarded  demeanour,  as  we  have  aeon  him  si 

the  recorded  opinion  of  the  former,  for  I  muat  the  House  of  Commons  ;  it  is  ia  that  way 

beg  leave  to  read  again  a  part  of  the  paper,  only  I  have  the  hbnour  of  knowing  him.    Mr. 

which  has  already  been  read  to  your  lordships,  Aaderaon  being  asked,  whether  he  agreed  ia 

that   *Mhe  committee  with  the  best  inteo*  iheopinion  and  admitted  the  truth  of  his  friond 

tions,  beat  abtMties,  and  steadieat  application,  Mr.  Shore's  statement  relativa  to  the  dewaa 

most,  afier  all,  be  a  tool  in  tha  hands  of  ihoir  of  the  committee,  his  answer  was  this*-^*  I 

dewan.'*  do  not  think,  thai  I  shouU  have  wrlttea  it  quite 

Now  do  you  believa  ia  the  first  phum,  that  ao  strong,  but  I  do  ia  a  great  measure  agree  to 

men  will  kxig  have  abilitie8,win  loag  have  good  it,— -dmt  ia,  I  thiak  than  ia  a  great  deal  of 

lateationa,  and  will  long,  above  all,  have  steady  truth  in  tha  observation ;  I  think,  in  partioutar» 

application,  when  they  know  they  ara  but  tools  that  it  wouU  raqnire  great  exertion  in  the  cob»> 

in  the  handa  of  another  f  whea  they  know  they  aiittee,  and  great  abiMlas  en  the  part  of  tha 

•re  tools  for  his  owa  corrupt  porposm  ?  president,  to  rastraia  oAefuaUy  the  coadaet 

In  the  next  place  I  must  beg  leave  to  stale  of  the  dewan ;  I  think  it%roukl  be  difioult  fiv 

to  you.  that  on  the  conatitution  of  this  com>  the  oonmlitteo  to  interpose  a  suffideatcontroul 

mitteo  Mr.    Hastiaga  made  them  all  take  a  to  guard  againat  all  tha  abuses  of  the  dewan.*| 

solemn  oath,  that  they  would  never  receive  any  There  is  die  real  president  of  the 

presant  whatever.   It  was  not  enough  to  trust  mitteo,    there  the  most  aetive,  affideat 

to  a  general  covenant ;  it  waa  not  enough  to  ber  of  it.    They  ara  both  of  one 

to  dw  penal  act  of  1T7S ;  ha  bound  tha  coDeemiBg  dieir  situation ;  aad,  I  diink,  ddi 
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opinoBorMr.  AndenonMitiQiDorertrong;  day  of  the  ioquiiy,  that  does  doI  bring  to  Kglit 

6r  as  he  thinka  he  should  have  wriitcn  it  with  more  and  more  of  this  evil  againat  Mr.  H«^ 

a  iittle  more  guard,  but  should  have  agreed  tings. 

in  substance,  you  must  naturally  think  the  But,  befere  I  open  the  papers,  relative  m 

Wrongest  ezpreesion  the  truest  representation  this  act  of  Mr.  Hastinga's  friendship  for  Gunga 

of  the  circumstance.  Gov  in  Sing,  1  must  re-etate  some  ciroum- 

There  is  another  circumstance,  that  mu*t  sianoM.  thai  youf  lordshipe  may  undentand 

strike  your  lord5hi(»8  rt'Ialive  to  this  instituii<;ii.  thorongbly  the  nature  of  it.     Tour  loidshlpa 

It  is  where  the  president  «ays,  that  the  uso  cf  cisy  reoolleci,  that  about  the  time  of  the  aoe* 

the  president  vrouM  be  to  exert  his  best  abiliiien,  cessioo  of  the  minor  rajah  of  Dimgnpnrs, 

bis  greatest  application,  his  constant  guard,  for  who  was  then  but  five  ur  six  years  of  age,  and, 

what  ?— to  prevent  his  dewan  from  being  guilty  when  Mr.  Hastings  leA  Bengal,  eight  or  nine, 

of  bribery,  and  being  guilty  of  oppressions.  Mr.  Hastings  had  received  fixMU  that  country 

80  here  is  an  executive  constitution,  in  which  a  bribe  of  about  £.40,000.  There  is  a  fideli^ 

the  chief  exttcutive  minister  is  to  bo  in  such  a  even  in  bribery  }— there  is  a  truth  and  obrtei^ 

situation,  and  of  such  a  disposition,  that  the  vanco  even  in  corruption  ;  there  is  a  justicoi 

chief  employment  of  the  presiding  person  in  that,  if  money  is  to  be  paid  for  protection, 

the  ouiaaiittee  is  to  guard  against  him,  and  to  protection  should  be  given.    My  lords,  Mr. 

prevent  n«  doing  misdiief.    Here  is  a  man  Hastings  received  this  bribe  through  Gimfi 

appointed,  of  the  greatest,  possible  power,  of  Govin  Sing ;  then,  at  least  through  Gunga 

the  greatest  possible  wickedness,  in  a  situation  Govin  Sing,  he  ought  to  take  care,  that  that 

to  exert  that  power  and  wickedness  for  the  de-  rajah  shouM  not  be  rubbed  ;  that  he  sbouU 

siruciion  of  the  country;  and,  without  doubt,  it  not  be  robbed,  if  Gunga  Govin  Sing  conld 

would  require  the  greatest  ability  and  diligence  help  it ;  that  above  ail  1m  should  not  be  rob- 

B  ihe  person  at  the  head  of  that  council  to  bed  by  Gunga  Govin  Sing  himself. — ^But  year 

prevent  it.    Such  a  constitution,  allowed  and  lordships  wUI  find,  that  the  last  act  of  Mr. 

■Hedged  by  the  persons  themselves,  who  con»-  Hsstii^e'e  life  was  to  be  an  accomplice  in  the 

posed  it,  was,  I  believe,  never  heard  of  in  the  most  cniel  and  perfidious  breach  of  faith,  in 

world.  the  most  iniquitous  transaction,  that  i  do  be* 

Now  that  I  have  done  with  this  part  of  the  lieve  ever  was  held  out  to  the  indignation 

system  of  bribery,  your  lordships  will  permit  of  the  work)  with  regard  to  private  persons. 

me  to  follow  Mr.  Hastings  to  his  Ust  parting  When  he  departed  on  the  16th  of  February 

aeene.    He  parted  with  his  power,  he  parted  1786,  when  he  was  on  board  in  the  mouth  of 

with  his  situation,  he  parted  with  every  thing,  the  Ganges,  and  preparing  to  visit  his  native 

but  he  never  couU  part  wiUi  Gunga  Grovin  country,  let  us  see  what  the  last  act  of  his  life 

Sing.    He  was  on  his  voyage,  he  had  embarks  then  was.  Hear  the  last  tender  accente  of  the 

ed,  he  was  upon  the  Ganges,  he  had  quitted  his  dying  swan  upon  the  Ganges :  **  The  regret 

government ;  and  his  last  dying  sigh,  hb  last  whic£  I  cannot  but  fe^  in  relinquishing   the 

parting  voice,  was  Gunga  Govin  Sing.    It  ran  service  of  my  honourable  employers,  would  be 

upon  the   banks  of  the  Ganges,  as  another  much  embittered,  were  it  accompanied  by  the 

plaintive  voice  ran  upon  the  iMmks  of  another  reflection,  that  I  have  neglected  the  merita  of 

river,  (I  forget  whose  ;)  his  last  accents  were  a  man,  who  deseves  no  less  of  them  than  of 

Gunga,  Gunga  Grovin  Sing.    It  demonstrates  myself,  Gimga  Govin  Sing,  who  from  his  eai^ 

the  power  of  friendship.  liest  youth  had  been  em^oyed  in  the  collect 

It  is  said  by  some  idle  absurd  moraliste,  tioo  of  the  revenues,  and  was,  about  eleven 

tiiat  friendsltip  is  a  thing,  that  cannot  subsist  years  ago,  selected  for  his  soperiour  talente  to 

between  bad  men ;  but  I  will  show  your  kmiU  fill  the  office  of  dewan  to  the  Calcutta  ooa^ 

ships  the  direct  contrary ;  and,  after  having  mittee.   He  has  from  that  time,  with  a  ahott 

shown  you  what  Ghmga  Gtovin  Sing  was,  I  intermission,  been  the  principal  native  agent 

shall  bring  before  you  Mr.  Hastmgs's  laA  in  the  collection  of  the  compsny's  revenues^ 

act  of  friendship  for  him.    Not  th^  I  have  and  I  can  take  upon  myself  to  say,  that  ha 

quite  shown  you  every  thing,  but  pretty  well,  has  performed  the  duties  of  his  office  with 

I  think,  respecting  this  man.    There  is  a  great  fidelity,  diligence,  and  ability.  To  myself  ha 

deal  concerning  his  character  and  conduct,  has  given  proofs  of  a  constancy  and  attad»* 

that  is  laid  by ;  and  I  do  believe,  that  what-  meat,  which  neither  the  fears,  nor  expecta- 

ever  time  I  should  takis  up  in  expatiating  upon  tions,  excited  by  the  prevalence  of  difierent 

these  thinga,  there  would  be  **  in  the  lowest  influence,  couk)  shake :  and  at  a  time  toQ 

deep  still  a  lowsr  deep  ;*'   for  there  is  not  a  when  these  aualities  were  so  dangerous  th«^ 
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lir  from  finding  tham  amoiig  the  gonerilitjr  of  peeoI^ioDi  wad  eiiAeBl<!iDeiit  of  poUUl 

of  hk  cuuntiymcPi  I  did  not  kvariftbly  meet  moiwy ;  but  of  thia  caose  of  the  intenniniao 

whh  them  ftmoog  mj  owa.  With  nich  a  miim  in  the  polhioJ  life  and  political  merits  of 

of  hit  merits,  it  is  natural,  that  I  dniuld  feel  Ghmga  Gorin  Sing  Mr.  Hastings  does  not 

a  desire  of  rewarding  him ;  lor  jtatioe,  grati-  tell  you. 

tude,  generosity,  and  even  policy  demand  it :  Tour  lordships  shall  now  hear  what  opinion 
and  I  resort  to  die  board  for  the  means  of  peiw  a  member  of  the  provincial  council  at  Cal- 
Ibrming  so  necessary  a  duty,  in  fbn  confidence,  eotta,  in  which  he  had  also  served,  had  of 
that  as  those,  which  I  shall  point  out,  are  him.  '*  Who  is  Gunga  Gavin  Sing  V*  The 
neither  incompatible  with  the  company's  in-  answer  is  >— '*  He  was,  when  I  left  Bengal, 
terest,  nor  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  odiers,  dewan  to  the  committee  of  revenue.  Wliat 
they  wiB  not  be  withheld  from  me.  At  the  was  his  office  and  power  during  Mr.  Has- 
request,  therefore,  of  Ghmga  Gtovin  Sing  I  tings  *s  administration  since  1780  ?<— He  was 
deliver  the  accompanying  durkansts,  or  peti-  formerly  dewan  to  the  provincial  council  sta- 
tions, for  grants  of  lands  lying  in  different  tioned  at  Calcutta,  of  which  I  was  a  member, 
dietricts ;  the  total  jumma,  or  rent,  of  which  His  conduct  then  was  licentious  and  unwar- 
■Bonnt  to  rupees  f  ,38,061. 12.  1."  rantable,  oppressive  and  extortionary.     He 

Tour  lordships  reooUect,  that  Mr.  LaibiBB  was  stationed  under  us  to  be  an  humble  and 

was  one  of  the  bribe  agents  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  snbmissire  servant,  and  to  be  of  use  to  us  in 

one,  I  mean,  of  a  corporation,  but  not  corporate  tiie  discharge  of  oar  duty.    His  conduct  was 

in  their  acts.     My  lords,  Mr.  Larkins  haa  every  thing  the  reverse.   We  endeavoured  to 

toU  yon,  he  has  told  us,  and  he  has  told  the  correct  the  mischiefo  he  was  guilty  of  as  nmeh 

court  of  directors,  that  Mr.  Ebstings  parted  aa  possible.   In  one  attempt  to  release  fifteen 

In  a  quarrel  with  Gunga  €rovin  Sing,  because  persons  illegally  confmcd  by  him,  we  wera 

he  had   not  faithfully  kept  his  engagement  dismissed  our  offices;  t  different  pretence 

frith  regard  to  his  bribe ;  and  that,  instead  of  *  was  held  out  for  our  dismission,  but  it  wan 

£40,000  from  Dinagepore,  he  had  only  paid  only  a  pretence.    Since  his  appointment  as 

him  £30,000.    My  lords,  that  iniquitous  men  dewan  to  the  present  oommtttee  of  revenue, 

wfll  defraud  one  another  I  can  conceive ;  but  hu  line  of  conduct  has  only  been  a  contintfl 

yon  will  perceive  by  Mr.  Hastings's  beharioor  ance  of  what  I  have  deecribed,  but  upon  a 

at  parting,  that  he  either  had  in  {act  received  larger  scale.  What  was  the  general  opinion  of 

diis  money  ^om  Gnnga  GKivin  Sing,  or  in  the  natives  of  the  use  he  made  of  his  power  ? 

•one  way  or  other  had  abundant  reason  to  be  — ^He  was  looked  up  to  by  the  datives  as  the 

Htisfied  ;  that  he  totally  forgot  his  anger  upon  second  person  in  the  government,  if  not  the 

Ibis  occasion,  and  that  ai  parting  his  last  act  first.    He  was  considerad  as  the  only  channel 

was  to  ratify,  granta  of  loiub,  (so  described  by  for  obtaining  favour  and  employment  from  the 

Mr.  Hastings,)  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  Tour  govemour.    There  is  hardly  a  native  family 

krdshipe^wiU  recollect  the  tender  and  forgir-  of  rank  or  credit  within  the  three  provinces, 

ing  temper  of  Mb  Hastings.  Whatever  litde  whom  he  has  not  some  time  or  ether  distrea- 

bickerings  there  might  have  been  between  sed  and  afflicted ;  scarce  a  zemindary,  that  he 

Ifaero  about  their  small  money  concerns,  the  has  not  dismembered  and  phndered.    Was 

purifying  walSM  of  the  Gknges  had  washed  you  in  a  situation  to  know  this  to  be  true  ?^ 

away  all  sins,  enmitioe,  and  discontent.    By  I  certainty  was.    What  was  the  general  opi- 

some  of  those  arts,  which  Gunga  Govin  Sing  nion  and  your  own,  oonoering  his  wealth  7 — 

knows  how  to  practise  (I  mean  conciliatory  It  is  abnoat  impossible  to  fbrm  a  competent 

honest  arts)  he  had  foirly  wiped  away  all  re-  judgment,  his  means  of  acquiring  it  have  been 

sentment  out  of  Mr.  Hastings's  mind  ;  and  so  extensive.    I  had  an  account  shown  to  me 

he,  who  so  long  remembered  the  affront  ofiei^  about  July  1786,  stating  his  acquisitions  at 

ed  him  by  Gheit  Sing,  totally  forgets  Gunga  three  hundred  and  twenty  bcks  of  rupees,  that 

Govin  Sing's  fraud  of  £  10,000 ;  and  attompta  is  £.8,800,000.'' 

Id  make  others  the  instruments  of  giving  him        My  lords,  I  have  only  to  add,  that,  from  the 

what  he  calls  his  reward.  -  beat  inqciries  I  have  been  able  to  make,  those) 

Mr.  HaMings,  states  among  Ghmga  Gorin'a  who  speak  highest  of  his  wealth,  are  thoee 

merits,  that  he  had,  from  the  time  St  its  insti-  who  obtain  the  greatest  credit    The  estimate 

lution,  and  with  a  very  short  intermission,  of  any  man's  wealth  is  uncertain ;  but  the 

served  the  office  of  dewan  to  the  Calcutta  enormity  of  hisweakh  is  universally  believed: 

•oramittee.     That  short  intermission  was,  yet  Mr. -Hastings  seemed  to  act  as  if  he  needi 

sphsn  be  was  turned  out  of  office  upon  proof  ed  a  reward ;  and  it  is  therefore  nsoasaiiy  te 
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>,  what  reeonaMwM  him  pvtkolAfly  hli  rewmfd  w.    Toar  loridhipa  hmr  ivhal  m» 

lo  Mr.  Haalin^.    Your  kinbhips  have  ■mo,  wvd  Im  Ihongte  propar  to  Beoire  tar  himmfff 

that  he  wa»  on  the  point  of  being  disnined  nnd,  I  betieve,  a  noan,  n^  haa  power  iika 

tor  misbehaviour,  and  oppreieion,  ^  thai  Gel-  Gunga  Govf  n  Sing,  awl  a  disposition  like 

onlta  coinmiitee,  his  services  to  which  Mr.  Gui^  Gorin  Sing,  can  hanJIjr  want  the  nuMUit 

Hastings  gives  as  one  proof  of  his  constant  of  rewarding  himself;  and  if  every  virtue  n* 

and  unifonn  good  behaviour.    "  He  had  ex-  vrards  ilsdf,  and  virtue  is  said  to  be  its  owa 

eeuted,"  he  says,  "  the  duties  of  his  offiea  rswaid,  the  virtue  of  Gtaiga  Govia  Sing  waa 

widi  fidelity,  diligsnoe  and  ability."    These  in  a  good  way  of  seeking  its  own  rewaid.  Mr. 

are  his  public  oerits — but  he  has  private  Hastings,  however,  diought  it  was  not  ri^ht^ 

merits:    "  To  myself,"  says  he,  "  he  haa  that  such  a  nMia  should  reward  himself;  bnl 

given  proofs  of  constancy  and  atiaehment."  that  it  was  aecesMry  for  the  honou-  and  jostioa 

Now  we,  wlw  have  been  used  to  look  very  of  govemsMnt  to  find  him  a  ravrard.    Then 

diligently  over  the  company's  records,  and  to  the  next  thing  is,  what  that  reward  shall  be. 

oompare  one  part  with  another,  ask,  whai  It  is  a  grant  of  hmds.    Tour  loidshipo  wil  ob> 

those  services  were,  which  have  so  atrongly  serve,  that  Mr.  HastingB  declares  some  d 

reoommeaded  him  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  in-  these  lands  to  be  unoccupied,  others  oceapkdf 

duoed  him  to  speak  so  favourably  of  his  pub-  but  not  by  the  just  owners.    Now  these  were 

lie  ssrvicee?    What  those  services  are,  doea  tfie  very  lands  of  the  rajah  of  Dinagcpore,  ham 

not  appear ;  we  have  searched  tbe  records  tar  whence  he  had  taken  the  bribe  of  £MfiOlk 

them,  (and  those  records  are  very  busy  and  My  kirds,  this  was  a  monstrous  thing.    Mr. 

hiquacious,)  about  that  period  of  time,  during  Hastings  had  the  nudacity,  as  his  parting  ae^ 

which  Mr.  Hastings  was  labouring  under  an  whea  he  was  coming  to  England,  sjod  ought  m 

eclipse,  and  near  the  dia^Ni's  mouth,  and  aM  have  expected  (whatever  he  did  expect)  ther^ 

the  drums  of  Bengal  beating  to  fi«e  him  from  sponsftBity  of  this  day , -4m  was,  I  say,  riwma* 

thia  dangeitMis  edipse.  During  this  time  there  less  enou^,  not  only  to  give  this  reoommso- 

ia   Boihmg  publidy  done,  there  is  notliing  datien,  but  lo  perpetuate  the  mischiefc  of  hsi 

publicly  said,  by  Gunga  Govia  Sing.    There  reign,  as  he  has  done,  to  his  succesaoura ;  tat 

vMe  then  some  services  of  Guflga  Govin  Sing,  he  has  really  done  so  by  making  it  tmpossi- 

Ihat   lie  undiseovered,  which    he    takes  as  hie  almost  lo  know  any  thing  of  tbe  true  stalt 

proofii  of  anaehmrnt    What  could  they  be  7  of  that  country  :  and  he  1ms  thereby  mada 

they  were  not  public ;  nobody  knows  any  thing  them  much  lem  responsible  and  criminal  ihaa 

of  diem ;  they  most  by  reference  to  the  time,  beforo  in  any  SI  acta,  they  may  have  done  sinet 

as  far  as  we  can  judge  of  them,  be  services  of  his  time.    But  Mr.  Hastings  not  only  reooaa- 

oooceahnenL   Otherwise,  in  the  course  of  this  '  mends  and  backs  the  petition  of  Gunga  Govis 

business  it  will  be  neooraary,  and  Mr.  Haa-  Sing  with  his  parting  authority,  whidi  autfao- 

tings  will  find  occasion,  to  show  what  those  rity  he  made  the  people  thera  believe  wodd 

peraonal  services  of  Gunga  Qovin  Sing  to  be  greater  in  England,  than  it  was  in  India  ; 

ham  were.    Hk  services   to  Gunga  Govin  but  he  is  an  evidence  ;  he  dedares,  that  **  to 

Sing  were  pretty  conspicuous  ;  tar,  after  he  bis  own  knowledge  those  lands  are  vacant,  and 

was  turned  out  for  peculation,  Mr.  Hastings  confessedly,  therefore,  by  the  laws  of  this  aa 

restored  htm  to  hia  office ;  and  when  he  haad  wdl  as  of  nnost  other  countries,  in  the  ahsohita 

impriioned  fifteen  persons  illegally  and  oppres-  gift  of  government." 

sivdy,  and  when  the  council  were  about  to  set  My  kwds,  (as  I  said)  Mr.  Hastings  becoaMa 
dwm  at  liberty,  they  were  set  at  liberty  thenv  a  witness,  and,  Ibetieve,  in  the  coarse  of  the 
sdves  ;  they  were  dismissed  tht-ir  oflkes.  proceedings  you  wiH  find,  a  false  witaeas  for 
Your  lordships  see,  then,  what  his  public  aer-  Gunga  Govin  Sing.  '  To  mv  own  knowledge^* 
vices  wero.  His  private  services  are  unknown ;  says  he,  **  they  are  vacant.'  Why,  I  cannot 
they  must  bo,  as  we  conceive  from  their  being  find,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  ever  been  in  Dint- 
unknown,  of  a  suspicious  nature  ;  and  I  do  gepore;  or,  if  be  had,  it  must  have  been  only 
not  go  further  than  auspieion,  because  I  never  as  a  passenger.  He  had  not  the  superversioa 
board,  and  f  have  not  been  without  attempts  of  the  district,  in  any  other  sense  than  with  thai 
to  nsake  the  discovery,  what  those  services  kuid  of  eagle  eye,  which  he  must  have  had  over 
were,  that  rccommeoded  him  to  Mr.  Haa-  all  Bengal,  and  which  he  bad  for  no  other  pur* 
tangs.  poses  than  those,  for  which  eagles'  eyes  aia 

Having  boked  at  his  public  services,  which  commonly  used.    He  becomes,  you  see,  a  wi»- 

ve  well-known  scenes  of  wickedness,  barbae  neas  for  Gunga  Govhi  Sing,  and  orders  to  bt 

rity,  and  eorraptioii,  we  next  ooma  to  aae  what  given  him,  as  arscoooipeaseforall  the  iniquhfra 
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tllitlifatt«iooanittad,ftelaBd«or(littvflfy  ww  finfsa  «riioC,  Ihii  whinble  «hwr  ni 

njah  who  through  the  hawk  of  Qi»g%  Govin  obliged  lo  give  the  leads  to  bin:  he  did  Ml 

Bing^  had  given  an  enonnoui  bribe  to  Mr.  dare  to  qvarrel  with  him  upon  aueh  an  ankle 

Haatinge.  Theee  lands  were  not  without  an  because  be,  who  would  purchase,  could  taha. 
ownership,  but  were  lands  in  the  hands  of  the        The  next  step  was  to  get  om  of  his  nearaat 


rajah,  and  were  to  be  severed  from  the  zemiin  refattknis  to  seem  to  give  a  eonssnt;  becanas 

dary  and  given  to  Ghinga  Govin  Sing.    The  taking  it  of  die  minor  was  loo  gross.    The  ra- 

manner  of  obtaining  then  is  eonaething  so  lation,  who  could  no  more  consent  by  the  faiw 

shocking,  and  contains  such  a  number  of  en-  of  that  country  than  the  law  of  this,  gave  ap* 

onntties  completed  in  one  act,  that  one  can  parently  his  eonsenL    And  these  wsre  the 

'scarce  imagine  bow  such  a  compound  coaU  very  huids,  that  Mr.  Hasttnga  speaks  of  as 

aist  « lands  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  govumment." 

Thia  man,  besides  his  office  of  dewan  to  All  this  came  befiire  the  eouoeil.    The  hm- 

the  Calcutta  committee,  which  gave  him  the  meat  Mr.  Hastings  was  gone,  India  ssimmi  a 

whole  management  tad  power  of  the  revenue,  little  to  rsspire ;  there  was  a  vsM  oppressive 

was,  as  I  have  suted,  at  the  head  of  all  the  re-  weight  taken  elf  it^— there  was  a  moimlain  r^ 

gieters  in  the  kingdom,  whose  duty  it  was  lo  mo^  from  its  breast ;  and  persona  did  dare 

be  a  eontroul  upon  him  as  dewan.    As  Mr.  tfien,  ibr  the  first  lime,  lo  brsaihe  their  eoai- 

Hastings  destroyed  every  ether  constitutional  plaints.  And  accordingly  this  mmcr  rajah  fot 

settlement  of  the  country,  so  theoffioe,  which  some  penon  kind  enoc^  to  tell  hinih  that  he 

was  to  be  a  check  upon  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  was  a  minor,    that  he  oould  not  part  with  his 

namely,  the  register  of  the  country,  had  been  estate ;  and  this,  with  the  other  shocking  and 

superseded,  and  revived  in  another  shape,  and  illegal  parts  of  the  pruesss,  was'Stalsd  by  Imu 

S'  en  to  the  own  son  of  this  very  man.     God  to  thecounctl,  whe  had  Mr.  Hastiags's  leeooH 

^idythatasonshouklnotbetmder  aceruin  raendation  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing  befere  then, 

and  reasonable  subordination.    But  though  In  The  council,  shocked  to  see  a  miner  attenpl- 

diis  country  we  know  a  son  may  possibly  be  ed  to  be  dispossessed  in  such  a  manner  by  faioi, 

free  irom  the  eontroul  of  his  fadier,  yet  the  who  was  the  natural  guardian  of  aH  minoiv, 

meanest  dave  is  net  in  a  more  algeet  condition  ahocfced  at  such  an  enormous  daring  piece  of 

of  slavery,  than  a  son  is  vh  that  codolry  to  his  iniquity,  began  to  inquirs  further,  and  to  adc, 

father ;  for  it  extends  to  the  power  of  a  Roman  how  came  Uiis  his  near  relation  to  oonsent  ? 

parent.    The  office  of  register  is  to  take  Are,  He  was  apparently  partner    in  tfie  fraiBd. 

that  a  (UO  and  fiur  rent  is  secured  to  govern-  Partner  in  the  fraud  he  was,  but  not  partner  in 

ment ;  and  above  all  it  is  his  business  to  take  the  profit ;  fi>r  he  wae  to  do  it  withoat  getting 

care  of  the  body  of  laws,  the  roj^aun  mulluck,  any  thing  for  it ;  the  wickedness  was  in  him, 

or  cnstom  of  the  country,  of  which  he  is  the  and  the  profit  in  Gunga  Gknrin  Sing.    In  oonse- 

giArdian  as  the  head  of  the  law.    It  was  his  quence  of  this  inquiry,  the  man  comes  down  to 

business  to  secare  that  fimdamental  law  uf  the  account  for  his  conduct,  and  dedarea  another 

government,  and  fundamental  law  of  the  coim-  atrocious  iniquity,  that  shows  you  the  powers, 

try,  that  a  zemindary  cannot  be  split;  or  any  which  Gunga  Govin  Sing  posseesod.-^^  Gunga 

portion  of  it  separated  without  the  consent  of  Govin  Sing,"  says  he,  '*  is  mastorof  the  oou»- 

Ihe  government.    This  man  betrayed  his  trust,  try ;  he  had  made  a  greatfostival  for  the  burial 

aad  did  privately*  contrary  to  the  duty  of  his  of  his  mother ;  all  those  of  that  cast  ought  to 

office,  get  ihti  nunor  rajah,  who  was  but  an  be  invited  to  thefiuerallestival ;  he  would  have 

in&nt,  who  was  but  nine  years  old  at  the  time^  disgraced  me  for  ever,  if  I  had  not  been  invited 

to  make  over  to  him  a  part  of  his  xeraindary,  to  that  fimeral  feetival.*'    These  funeral  (esti- 

to  a  large  amount,  under  colour  of  a  fraudulent  vals,  you  should  know,  are  great  things  in  that 

and  fictitious  sale.    By  the  laws  of  that  coun-  country,  and  cdriwated  in  this  manner,  and, 

try,  by  the  common  laws  of  nature,  the  act  you  may  depend  upon  it,  in  a  royal  manneri 

of  th'n  diild  was  void.    The  act  was  void  as  by  him,  upon  burying  his  mother :  any  per- 

against  the  gnvemment,  by  giving  a  zemin-  son  left  out  was  marked,  despised,  and  dis- 

dary  without  the  consent  of  the  government  to  graced.    *'  But  he  had  it  in  his  power,  and  I 

die  veiy  man,  who  ought  to  have  prevented  was  threatened  to  be  deprived  of  my  east  by 

waA  an  act :  he  has  the  same  sacred  guar-  his  register,  who  had  the  cast  in  his  absohtte 

dianship  of  minors,  that  the  chancetlour  of  dtsposition.**    Says  he,  <*  I  was  under  tar- 

Ettgiand  has. — This  man  got  to  himself  thnAe  ronr,  I  was  under  duresse,  and  I  did  it." 

luKk  by  a  fiiiudulent,  aiSl  probably  forged,  Gunga  Govin  Sing  was  fortified  by  tlie  opi« 

deed,  fur  th  t  is  charged  too ;  but  whether  it  nion,  tluU  the  gevenmir,  though  depvtodi  vir» 
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HaBy  reiMri  in  thit  cowBtiy.    Oodgiuit,UMt  in  his  iMniodaxy,  aiid  indMd  eiMli  a  mmmt 

hii  powtr  may  h»  ttstirpated  out  of  it  now.    I  other  zeoiindariM  besides  since  the  company^ 

doubt  il ;  but,  most  asMiredly,  it  was  residinf  acceosion.  RmmkiMen,  in  1172,  got  possession 

in  iti  plenitude  when  he  departed  from  thence ;  of  NurruUoor,  the  xemindary  of  Mahomed  Ali 

and  there  was  not  a  man  in  India,  who  was  the  purgunnah  of  Ichanguipore,  &c.  wns  in 

ttoC  of  opinion,  either  that  he  was  actually  to  three  diyitions  in  1173.  The  petition  of  GSofvin 

return  to  gofem  India  again,  or  that  his  power  0eo  Sheopersaud  was  made  over  to  the  son  oC 

is  such  in  England,  as  that  he  might  go?em  BousMrChowdr}',possessouroftlM  third  share. 

it  here.    And  such  were  the  hopes  of  tliose,  Purgunnah  Boharbund  belonged  to  the  zemin- 

who had  intentions  against  the  estates  of  oihen.  dary  of  Rannee  Bhowaany,  and,  in  1180,  was 

--43unga  Govin  Sing,  iherefbce,  being  premed  made  oTer  to  Lucknaut  Nundy.     AH  theen 

to  the  wall  by  this  dedaration  of  the  rajah's  changes  took  place  in  the  Ufo-tpne  of  the 

relation,  when  he  oould  say  nothing  against  it,  rightful  possessours,  without  right,  title,  or  pur- 

when  it  was  dear  and  manifest,  and  there  ohase." 

were  only  impudent  barefaced  denials,  and  Your  lordships  hare  not  heard  before  of 

naseTerations  against  &ets,  which  carried  truth  Lucknaut  Nundy.    He  was  the  son  of  a  pei«> 

with  tbrmselvea,  did  not  in  his  answer  pretend  son,  of  whom  your  lordships  have  beard  beforOi 

to  say,  that  a  semindaiy  might  he  parted  with-  called  Cantoo  Baboo,  the  banyan  of  Mr.  Has* 

out  the  eonssnt  of  the  goverament.^^hat  a  tings.  Mr.  Hastings  has  proved  in  abundance 

minor  mi^t  be  deprived  of  it,—- that  the  next  of  other  cases,  that  a  grant  to  father  and  non  is 

rsbiion  Iwd  a  power  of  disposing  of  it.    He  the  same  thing.    The  fathers  gcneralij  take 

did  indeed  say,  but  nobody  believed  him,  that  out  grants  in  the  names  of  their  sons ;  tad  the 

he  had  used  no  fiirce  upon  this  relation ',  but  as  Ranny  Bhowanny,  possessing  llic  zcmiadary 

•very  one  knew  the  act  would  be  void,  he  was  of  Radshi,  an  oki  Udy  of  this  first  rank  and 

driren  to  Mr.  Hastings's  great  refuge ;  he  was  family  in  India,  was  stripped  of  part  of  her  se- 

driven  to  say, "  The  government  in  this  country  mindary,  and  il  was  given  lo  Luduiaut  Nundy, 

has  arbitrary  power,---the  power  of  government  the  son  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bayan;  and  then 

is  every  thingf— the  right  of  the  subject  no-  (you  see  the  consequence  of  good  examples) 

thing;— they  have  at  aU  tiroes  separated  s»>  oomes  Gunga  Giovin  Sing,  and  says,  I  am 

mindaries  from  their  kiwful  proprietors.— ^ive  aa  good  a  roan  aa  ho ;  there  is  a  zemindaiy 

me,  what  Mr.  Hastuigs  has  constantly  givon  given ;  then  do  as  much  for  Gunga  Govin  Silig 

to  other  people  without  any  right,  or  shadow,  afffyou  have  d<»e  for  Cantoo  Baboo.    Here  is 

or  oemUanoe  of  ri^t  at  all.'— -God  knows,  it  is  an  argument  drawn  fnNn  the  practice  of  Mr. 

wdl,  that  I  walk  wUh  my  authority  in  my  hand ;  Haslingp.    And  this  showrs  your  lordships  the 

lor  there  are  such  crimes,  such   portentous  necessity  of  suppressing  such  iniquities  by  pn» 

incredible  crimes,  to  be  brought  before  your  ntshing  the  author  of  them.    You  will  panidi 

lordships,  that  it  wouM  hardly  be  believed,  were  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  no  man  wilk  hereaAer  dam 

it  not,  that  I  am  constantly,  as  I  hope  I  shall  to  rob  minora,  no  man  will  hereaAer  dare  to 

constantly  be,  guarded  with  evidence,  and  that  rob  widows,  to  give  to  the  vilest  of  mankind, 

the  strongest,  that  can  be,  even  the  evidence  of  their  own  base  instruments  for  their  own  n»- 

the  parties  themselves.  farious  purposes,  the  lands  of  othera  wtthout 

"  From  your  inquiry  (Gunga  Grovin  Sing  right,  title,  or  purchase, 

says  to  the  council)  every  circumstance  wiU  My  lords,  I  will  not  after  this  state  to  yon 

appear  in  its  true  coloun.    With  respect  to  the  fiilse  representaticm  of  the  value  of  these 

the  alienation  of  parts  of  xemindaries,  the  ex-  lands,  which  this  man  gave  in  to  government, 

lent  and  consequence  of  the  great  zemindars  He  represented  it  to  be  much  less  than  it  was, 

depend,  in  a  greiat  measure,  on  the  favour  and  when  he  desired  the  grant  of  theiK ;  as  shaQ 

countenance  of  the  ruling  powers.  be  stated,  when  it  comes  before  your  .ord- 

"  By  what  means  did   this  zemindar  of  ships,  at  the  proper  time.     But  at  present  I 

Dinagepore  get  possession  of  purgunnah  But-  am  only  touching  upon  principles,  and  bringing 

taasim  after  the  death  of  Rycobad  Chowdry  examples  so  fiu-  as  they  illustrate  principles, 

in  1168,  of  purgunnah  Codygong  after  the  and  to  show  how  precedents  spread, 

death  of  Sahebrance  Chowderanne,  in  the  I  believe,  your  lordships  will  conceive  better 

same  year,  notwithstanding  hu  heirs  existed ;  of  the  spirit  of  those  transactions  by  my  inter- 

and  of  purgunnah  Sunloe,  &c.  during  the  life-  mixmg  with  them,  as  I  shall  endeavour  to  do, 

time  of  Sumboonant,  the  zemindar,  in  1167,  all  as  much  as  possible  of  the  grounds  of  them.    I 

without  right,  title,  or  pecuniary  consideration  ?  will  venture  to  say,  that  ix>  description,  that  I 

TUa  has  bora  the  case  with  many  purgunnahs  con  give,  no  painting,  if  I  was  either  able  or 
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wflllDg  to  paint,  could  imke  thsM  tranmetiom  aemfaidiriaa,  «  neillMr  an  I  «l  dl  «Mraai  of 
appear  to  /our  lonbhtps  with  tlie  ■trength  acqniriaff  any  othor  pemo**  nmiaduy  in  thia 
which  they  have  in  theroa^et ;  and  your  lord-    country,    Ac.    #        *        i*        >^        « 


title,  or  purchase ; — give  me  the  eotatet  of  mi*  Ho  ■tatea  it  aa  a  kind  of  oonKant  praetiea, 

oora  without  right,  titie,  or  parchase,  beoaoM  by  which  the  oomitiy  had  bean  robbed  under 

Mr.  Hastings  gave  theeatatesoTwidowawidi*  Mr.  Haatinge,  known  and  acknowledged  to 

out  right,  title,  or  purchaae."  be  ao,  to  aeiia  open  the  inharitanca  of  the 

Of  this  exemplary  grant,  of  thii  pattern  fer  widow,  and  the  fatherlaie.     In  this  mannor 

future  proceedings,  I  will  show  your  lordships  did  Gnnga  Govin  Sfang  gorern  hiniMlf  upon 

fbe  consequence.  tho  direec  |<raeadant  df  Oaatoo  BdKw,  tiia 

I  will  read  to  your  kirdshipo  part  of  the  ei-  banyan  of  Mr.  Hastings ;  and  this  odier  i^ 
amin&tion  of  a  witness,  taken  from  a  report  atiument  of  his  in  like  mannar  calls  upon  go- 
of a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Teninient  fer  favour  of  some  kind  or  other,  upon 

**  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the  same  principle,  and  the  same  precedent, 

the  zemindary  of  Baharbund  ?— It  lies  to  the  Tour  ksdshipa  now  see,  bow  necessary  it 

eastward  of  Dinagepore  and  Rungpore.  I  waa  was  to  say  aomething  about  ari>itfmr3r  power : 

atationed  in  that  neighbourhood.    To  whom  ibr,  first,  the  wicked  people  of' that  country 

did  it  originally  belong?—!  believe,  to  the  ze*  (Mr.  Hastings^  instruments  I  mean)  prstead 

mindary  of  Radshi,  belunging  to  ranny  Bo-  right,  title,  purchase,  grant ;  and  when  their 

wanny.     For  what  reason  was  it  taken  from  frauds  in  all  these  legal  means  are  dtseoreredf 

the  ranny  of  Radshi  and  given  to  Cantoo  Ba-  then  they  fly  o^  and  have  recourse  to  arbitraiy 

boo  ? — I  do  not  exactly  recollect :  I  believe,  on  power ;  and  say.  It  is  troe,  I  can  make  out  no 

some  plea  of  incapacity  or  insufficiency  in  her  right,  title,  grant,  or  porchase ;  the  partiea  ara 

to  manage  it,  or  some  pretended  decline  in  the  minors ;  I  am  bound  to  take  cars  of  their  right; 

revenue,  owing  to  mismanagement.    On  what  but  you  have  arbitrary  power ;  yon  have  exer- 

terms  was  it  granted  to  Cantoo  Baboo  or  his  cised  it  upon  other  occasions ;  esereise  itupoa 

BOO  7 — I  believe  it  was  a  grant  in  perpetuity,  at  this ;  give  me  the  rights  of  other  people.  This 

the  revenueof  rupees  82  or  8S,000  per  annum,  was  the  last  act,  and,  I  hope,  will  be  the  last 

What  amountdid  he  collect  from  the  country  7  act  of  Mr.  Haatings'a  wicked  power,  done  by 

—I  cannot  tell.   The  year  I  was  in  that  neigh-  the  wickedest  man  in  &vour  of  the  wickedeaC 

bourbood,  the  settlement  with  his  under-tenants  man,  and  by  the  wickedest  means,  whiefa  lail> 

was  something  above  3,53,000  rupees.  The  in-  ed  upon  his  own  testimony, 

habitants  of  the  country  objected  to  it.    They  To  bring  your  lorddiips  to  the  end  of  thia 

aasembled  in  a  body  of  about  five  thousand,  and  business,  whidi  I  hope  will  lead  me  very  near 

ware  proceeding  to  Calcutta  to  make  known  to  the  end  of  what  I  have  to  trouble  your  fortl- 

tbeir  grievances  to  the  committee  of  revenue,  ships  with ;  I  wiB  now  state  the  conduct  of  tho 

They  were  stopped  at  Cossimbuzar  by  Noor  council,  and  the  resolution  about  Gunga  Govm 

Sing  Baboo,  the  brother  of  Cantoo  Baboo,  and  Sing.  I  am  to  inform  your  lordships,  that  then 

there  the  maUer  was  compromised,  u  what  was  a  reference  made  by  the  council  to  tho 

manner  1  cannot  say.**  committee  of  revenue,  namely  to  Gunga  Govin 

Your  lordships  see,  Mr.  Hastings's  banyan  Sing  himself;  a  reference  with  regard  to  the 

Ethis  zemindary  belonging  to  ibis  venerable  .  right,  title,  mode,  and  proceeding,  and  many 
y,  unable  to  protect  herself;  that  it  was  other  circumstances;  upon  which  the  corn- 
granted  to  him  without  right,  title,  or  pur-  miltee,  being  such  as  I  have  described,  very 
chase.  To  show  you,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  naturally  were  silent.  Gunga  Govin  Sing  h' 
been  in  a  oonsunt  comae  of  such  proceed-  finter  mAa — in  the  manner  you  have  just 
ing,  here  is  a  petition  from  a  person  called  heard  ;  the  committee  were  the  chorus  ;  they 
a«aa  «a«a«|ly  g^,^^  sometimes  talk,— fill  up  a  vacant  part,  but 
iavour  from  government,  which  it  is  not  no-  Gunga  Govin  Sing  was  the  great  actor,  the 
cessary  now  to  state.  In  order  to  make  good  aole  one.  The  report  of  this  committee  being 
bis  claim,  he  states  what  nobody  denied,  but  laid  before  the  council,  Mr.  Stables,  one  of 
which  b  universally  known  in  fact.  Says  he,  the  board,  enteredJhe  feOowtng  minuta  on  the 
."  I  have  never  entertained  any  such  intention  fifteenth  of  May  1786  :  **  I  have  perused  tba 
or  idea;' that  is,  ofaeizing  upon  other  paopla'a  aevsral  paper*  upon  tfafti  ndgeet,  lad  am  Mny 
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rtm  III  I  nnMMJIf film rn  aetioD  had  lot  been  dotaded ;  whvMi,  on  th0 

tolftUy  Bileot  on  the  dmbI  imtorial  points  Umi^  eoatrary,  the  dewan  ii  himfelf  the  prioctpad 
i'Af  and  aending  ibe  patition  (o  iham  baa  only  Bovar,  and  sole  iaatniment  in  that  fraud  and 
been  ao  much  time  thrown  away — I  raeaa,  on  xobbary,  if  I  am  lightly  informed,*  to  iIm 
the  aetual  value  of  (he  lands  in  queation :  what  amount  of  4M74  rupees  in  perpetuity,  hj 
the  amount  derived  from  (hem  haa  been  in  the  which  ho  ainne  was  to  benefit;  and  beoausn, 
last  year,  and  what  adTantages  or  disadvan-  be  has  even  dared  to  stand  forward  in  an  ai- 
tagea  to  govermnent  by  (he  sala;  Hid  whether,  tampt  to  obtain  our  sanctioni  and  thereby  make 
in  their  opinion,  the  aupposed  saia  was  com*  us  parties  to  (in  my  opinion)  a  false  deed  and 
pulBiTe,orMt  But,  it  is  not  neoewary  for  dw  fimuduient  transaction!  as  his  own  defeooe  nosv 
discnssioo  of  the  question  respecting  the  regi^  shows  the  bill  of  sale  and  all  its  collateral  po- 
larity or  imgularity  of  the  pretended  saU  of  pars  to  be. 

Salbarry  to  Gunga  Gorin  Smgr  the  dowan,  to        "If  ofTences  of  this  dark  tendem^  and  mag« 

enter  into  tba  partionlar  aaiorlioni  of  each  nitude  wero  not  to  be  punished  in  a  public 

party.  manim',  the  high  example  here  set  the  nativna, 

"  The  rapraawtations  of  thn  rajah  *s  afant,  amployed  under  the  government  by  their  firat 

confirmed  fajr  the  petitions  of  bia  principal,  poai*  native  officer,  would  very  soon  render  our 

lively  assart  the  sale  lo  have  been  compulsive  authority  contemptible,  and  operate  to  the  do- 

nnd  violent;  and  the dcwanaa  positively  denies  struction  of  the  public  revenues. — ^I  will  not 

it,  though  the  fiean  he  eipresies,  *  thtt  Omr  dwell  furtder  on  the  contradictions  in  Ihosn 

ODOMnsn  MMsan  lesuU  mt  atide  At  ««rf  ktfon  papers  before  us  on*this  subject. 
k  mas  issyrfKt,*  show  deariy,  that  ihey  wera        **  But,  I  beg  leave  to  poinC  out,  how  teMr 

nansible  tiie  net  was  ui^ustifiabie,  if  Uiey  do  cioos  the  government  bave  been  of  ensuring 

not  tend  to  falaiiy  his  deniaL  implicit  obedience  to  their  rules  on  this  sid>- 

**  But,  it  is  dearly  esiabliabed  and  admitted  jeet  in  particular,  and  in  prohibiting  condoet 

by  the  language  and  vridogs  of  bolL  parties,  like  that  here  exhibited  against  their  public 

that  there  has  bean  a  most  unwarrantablo  cod-  officer,  and  how  sacredly  they  have  viewed 

Uwion  in  endeavouring  to  alienate  the  rights  the  puUic  institutes  on  this  subject  which 

of  government,  contrary  to  the  most  positive  have  been  violated  and  trampled  on ;  and  it 

original  laws  of  the  constitution  of  these  pn^  will  suffice  to  show  their  public  orders  on  a 

vinoes,  *  thiU  no  sesirndsr,  and  other  iandholdtr,  similar  instance,  which  happened  some  timn 

jMgfing  rrramie  Is  govemmsni,  sftott  bt  permit-  ago,  and  whidi  the  dewan,  from  his  ofiliciat 

Isd  to  aUenate  Me  iaada  tMaut  the  etprem  situation,  must  have  been  a  party  in  detect 

uttUuriiaf  of  that  gtnmnment.'  ing. 

^  Thedefence  set  np  by  Gunga Govin  Sing        "T  desire  the  hoard's  letter  to  the  oom- 

does  not  go  to  disavow  the  truisaction  ;  for,  tf  miuee  on  this  subiect,  dated  the  Slst  May 

it  did,  the  deed  of  sale,  &&  produced  by  htm-  1783,  may  be  read,  and  a  copy  be  annexed  to 

aelf,  and  the  petittea  to  the  boanl  for  its  confii^  this  minute. 

nation,  wodd  detect  him ;  on  the  contrary,  he  "  I,  therefore,  move  the  board,  that  Gtiign 
openly  admits  its  nvistencw!  and  only  strives  Govin  Sing  may  be  forthwith  required  to  mr^ 
lo  show,  that  it  was  a  voluntary  one  on  the  render  the  original  deeds  produced  by  him,  ai 
part  of  the  raany  and  the  servants  of  the  nqah.  &  title  to  the  grant  of  Salbarry,  in  order  that 
Whether  voluntary  or  not,  was  equally  criroi-  they  may  be  returned  to  the  rajah'a  agvnts, 
nal  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  as  the  public  oflkor  to  be  made  null  and  void, 
of  government,  because  dtamelrtcally  opposite  "  I  further  move  the  board,  that  the  dewoa 
to  the  positive  and  repeated  standing  orders  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  together  with  his  naib 
that  government  for  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  as  Prawn  Kishin  Sing,  his  son,  and  aH  his  do* 
dewan,  and  native  guardian  of  the  puUicrt^ts  pendants,  be  removed  from  their  offices,  and 
intrusted  especially  to  hiN  care ;  because  if  mia  that  the  roy  royan,  rajah  Rajebollob,  i^rhosa 
his  duty,  not  only  not  to  be  guilty  of  a  breach  oC  duty  Ounga  Govin  Sing  virtually  is  to  pei> 
those  rules  himself,  but,  as  dewan,  and  exercia-  fona,  be  reinstated  in  the  exescise  of  the  dn> 
iag  the  efficient  office  of  eanongoe,  to  prevent,  ties  oi'  his  department ,  and  that  Grunga  Goma 
detect,  expose,  and  apprixe  his  employers  of  Sing  be  ordered  to  ddiver  up  aH  official  pa- 
every  instance  attempted  to  the  contrary ;  be- 
cause it  was  his  duty  to  prevent  the  govern-  *  Vakeel  states  Moflisril  Jmnma,  of  Salbsny; 

ment  being  defrauded,  and  the  rajah,  a  diild  «*  ^''•*  v^l^  '^^  '         2  m 

-f  •  I J     LL  J   ii>i.*  1.      j>!  rurcnase  money       >        -       aB,7as 

of  mne  years  old,  sobbed  of  his  hereditary  poo-  '  ' 

lions,  as  ht  wouU  have  beeoj  if  this  trana-  Fcr  annum,  lom  4»,A'!% 


OP  WABBRM  HASTfNaa,  SSQ.  M 


pen«f  4wni«tf  totfa«eMMMtt06orr«f«aM  iMpiiiwMd  hki;  aad^  iartetJ  of  pytUi^  <— 

sad  Ibo  TVf  rajraa,  and  tint  they  bo  Mdorad  cf  the  ^est  tnd  most  raputaUe  of  the  mtifeo 

aoeoniiD^j  to  lake  charge  of  them,  and  fioallj  to  fofom  it,  be  takca  outof  priaoD  this  exoon^ 

■ottle  all  acoouata." — This  modoa  waa  ov«r»  niuiMaled  wretch,  hated  bjr  CSod  and  ■■»,*• 

ruled,  aad  ao  Soal  prooeedtai  appean.  tlna  baaknipt,  ihia  naa  of  evU  and  deaperafea 

Mj  kNdo,  you  have  heard  ttio  praceedinp  chamcter,  thia  aiiaaiaaager  of  the  public  re* 

of  the  court,  b«fcf»  which  Gunga  GoHn  Siof  reaue  in  an  inlcrieiir  atatioo :  and,  aa  he  had 

thoaibt  proper  lo  appoal,  in  oonee^nenoe  of  giTOQ  Bengal  to  Gunga  Crovin  Sing,  be  gai* 

^0  power  and  ptoloetioa  ef  Mr.  HMtinga  be«  tbie  proviace  le  r^aha  KeUeram,  and  CuUian 

ing  andetitood  toedat  after  be  left  India,  and  Siag. 

aathemieatatf  by  Ua  laat  partsng  deed.    Your  It  wai  done  upon  thia  principle,  tb^  tbey 

lordrbipB  wiU  judge  by  that  last  act  of  Mr.  »ouU  increane,  and  rery  arach  batter,  the  n^ 

Haatiaga,  what  the  real  of  hM  whole  life  ww.  venae.    Tbaae  oMn  aeemed  te  be  aa  aiiai^ 

— ^My  kwda,  I  do  not  mean  now  to  go  ftvlher,  inrtnimwita  fior  iaipaoiriag  a  revenue  aa  ever 

thaa  joat  to  reariad  your  lerddiipa  of  thia,  were  cboaen,  I  aappoaa,  aiaee  the  world  b^gaa, 

thai  Mr.  Haatinga'a  gorenMaent  waa  one  Petbapa  Ibdr  aierit  waa  giving  a  bribe  of 

avbobavstemof  oppi«aMon,«f  rdbbeiyof  iiH  iC.40,000  to  Mr.  Haatinga.    How  be  diapooed 

dividuab,  of  deatnidioo  of  the  public,  and  of  of  il,  I  don't  know.  He  aaya,  I  diapoaed  of  it  la 

anpiaioiiiun  of  tha  whole  ayiiam  of  tlieEng-  the  public,  and  it  waainacaae^faBergen^, 

laib  gDvummant,  in  ofder  to  veat  ia  the  wwal  You  will  aee  k  the  oourae  ef  rhia  buaiaeaa  tha 

of  the  aaitveaan  ifaapoweia,lbaiooaldpQa»  fclaabood  of  thai  prataace;  for  you  will  aee, 

aibly  exiat  ia  any  governmeat;  ia  eidar  to  tbaugh  tba  obligation  ia  given  for  it  aa  a  round 

cMmI  the  «nda,  whiefa  all  govamairiala  aught  ava  of  OMiiey,  thai  tba  payaMat  waa  not  ao* 

ia  oonaaoa  to  bare  ia  view.    Thua, any  lords,  compKahed  ttU  a  year  after;  that  Ibarefore  it 

I  abow  you,  at  ana  paaat  of  rtew,  what  yoa  oould  aoi  aaawer  aay  iannediale  exigeoee  of 

aMtaeMpectfrombiminailibereaL    Ibava,  theeompany.    Diditanawerinaaincraaaeof 

I  lh■Bi^  made  out  aa  dear  as  can  be  to  yaor  the  revenue 7 — ^The  very  reveiaa.  Thoeepeite 

dordsbipa,  ao  iar  aa  it  was  aeceeaaiy  to  go,  aooa,  who  bad  given  this  bribe  of  £.40XXX)  at 

thai  his  Iribary  okI  pectdatmn  waa  not  aee».  the  and  of  that  year  wars  fomd  ^£^,000  ia 

■ioaal,  but  babtlaal ;  thai  it  waa  not  urged  debt  to  dae  company.    The  ooatpaay  alwaya 

i^oa  him  at  the  moment,  hoi  waa  regalar  and  leaas,  when  Mr.  Hiatii^  takes  a  bribe ;  aald» 

ayateniatie.  I  have  shown  loyov  lov&bipsllia  wbea  he  proposes  an  iacrease  of  the  rsvenua, 

Bpsnuioaef  such  a  system  on  the  ravaauea.  the  compaay  losea  oAea  double.    Bui  I  hope, 

My  lords,  Mr.  Hastings  (rfeada  one  oonstaat  aad  truat,  your  lardahipa  wiU  oeaaider  thia  idea 

laerit  to  joetify  thoae  acta ;  namely,  that  they  of  a  asonatfoua  rise  of  rent,  given  by  vMn  «f 

produce  an  iacreaae  of  (he  puUie  revenae ;  da^Mrate  fortunaa  and  ohanoiera,  to  be  ena 

and  aeoordiagly  he  never  ssOa  lo  any  ef  thoaa  of  the  grievancss  instead  of  one  of  the  adfa» 

wicked  ageata  aay  tmsls  whatever  in  the  ooaiH  tages  af  this  syste«l. 

Iry,  that  you  do  net  bear,  that  it  wiH  oooai*  li  baa  beea  necsasaiy  to  lay  tbaae  fiusta  be* 

dsrably  tend  lo  the  increaaeof  the  revame. —  fore  you  (and  I  have  staied  them  to  your  lord* 

Your  lordships  will  see,  whea  be  aoki  to  wichod  ahipa  far  abort  of  their  reality,  partly  through 

■MB  the  proviaee  of  Bahar  ia  the  aaaie  way,  nqr  nnfirmiiy,  and  partly  on  aoooant  of  tha 

IB  wbioh  Debi  Sing  bad  thw  provinee  of  Di-  adiouaneas  of  the  task  of  going  tbrou^  Ihiiy, 

nagepore,  that  ooaaequencea  ef  a  borrid  and  thai  diagmoa  humaa  nature)  uiat  you  may  ba 

aiMoiolis  nature  (though  not  to  so  great  an  eaablad  folly  to  eater  into  thtf  dreadful  conaa* 

asleni)  folowed  from  it.    I  will  just  beg  leara  queoces,  which  attend  a  ayatam  of  bribeiy  aad 

fo  slate  to  yunr  kerdshipe,  that  the  ksagckmi  of  aenuptioo  iiwt  govemoiawgeBeral.   On  a  tiaa* 

Bahar  ia  annexed  to  the  kingdom  of  Bengal;  siaat  view,  brilbNy  ■  rather  a  sttb}eet  of  dia» 

that  this  kingdom  was  governed  by  anoUkor  guat  than  borrour;  the  eoidid  practice  of  a 

provincial  council ;  that  be  tamed  out  that  veaal, meaa  and  abject  mind;  and  the  eiectof 

provincial  council,  aad  aoU  that  fovemment  to  tha  crime  seems  to  e^  with  the  act.   It  looks 

two  wicked  men,— one  of  no  fortuae  at  ail,  to  be  ntf  more  than  the  osmipt  transfer  of  pre* 

•ad  the  other  of  a  very  auspicious  fortune ;  per^  from  eae  person  to  aiMther ;  at  worst  a 

aoe  a  total  banknipt,  the  other  juatly  esoom*  tbaft.    But  it  will  appear  ta  a  very  difloNal 

maniratf>d  for  his  wickedness  in  his  ooonlry,  light,  when  you  regard  the  considention,  for 

and  ibeninprieonformiedemeanoaraiBaaub*  i^ieh  the  bribe  is  given ;  aamely,  that  a  ga» 

ardiaale  situation  of  government.  varaour-ceneral,  dauniog  an  arbitary  power  ik 

Mr.  Hastings  destroyed  the  oooaeil,  that  himself,  for  that  ooasidarmtioa  delivemuptfa^ 
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prapcrtief,  th«  Kbertiee,  and  fhm  \nm  of  an  •»!  tlMM  violent  nlea,  fivnduknt  porebaMay 

ipfaole  pwpie  to  the  arbitrary  discretion  of  any  confiacations,  ifihimin   and  unutteraUe  lor> 

wicked  aad  rapacious  persoo,  who  will  be  sure  tnre^  inaprLioiuneali  irou,  wbipSi  fines,  gensnl 

to  make  good  from  their  blood  the  purehase  he  despair,  general  insurrection,  the  maawiore  of 

has  paid  for  his  power  over  them.  It  is  possible^  the  offioan  of  revenue  bjr  the  people,  the  mas* 

that  a  man  may  pay  a  bribe  merelj  to  redeent  sacreof  the  people  by  the  sokiiiBf7,and  the  total 

himaetf  firom  some  evil.    It  is  bad  how  ^  ver  to  waste  and  destniction  of  the  finest  provinoes  in 

live  under  a  power,  whose  violence  has  no  r^  India,  are  things  of  course;  and  an  a  nece^ 

ttraint  except  in  its  avarice.  But  noman  ever  sary  consequence  involved  in  the  very  sub* 

paid  a  bribe  for  a  power  to  charge  and  tax  stance  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribery, 

others,  but  with  a  view  to  oppresa  them.    No  I,  therefore,  chaige  Mr.  Hastings  with  ha^ 

man  ever  paid  a  bribe  for  the  handling  of  the  ing  destroyed,  for  private  pQrpooes,  the  whole 

public  money,  but  to  peculate  from  it.    Wbsa  system  of  government  by  the  six  provincial 

once  such  offices  beoome  thus  privately  and  cor-  councils,  which  he  had  no  right  to  destroy, 

niptly  venal,  the  very  worst  men  will  be  choeen  I  charge  him  with  having  delegated  to 

(asMr.  Hastings  has  in  fiict  constantly  chosen  olhera  that  power,  which  the  act  of  parliii* 

the  very  worst,!  because  none  but  those,  who  meat  had  directed  him  to  preserve  onaUeaa* 

do  not  scrapie  the  use  of  any  means,  are  capap*  My  in  himaelf. 

ble,  consistently  with  profit,  to  discharge  at  I  charge  him  with  having  formed  a  oon^ 

once  the  riged  demands  of  a  severo  public  r^  mittee  to  be  mere  instruments  and  tools,  at  the 

venue,  and  the  private  bribes  of  a  lapacioai  enormous  expense  of  £.02,000  per  annum, 

chief  magistrate.    Not  only  the  worst  men  wiQ  I  charge  him  with  having  appoimed  a  per- 

be  thus  chosen,  but  they  will  be  restrained  by  son  their  dewan,  to  whom  these  Engliahmon 

no  droad  whatsoever  in  the  execution  of  their  were  to  be  subservient  toob ;  whose  name,  to 

worst  oppressions.    Their  protection  is  snro.  his  own  knowledge,  was  by  the  general  voice 

The  authori^,  that  is  to  restrain,  to  oontroul,  of  India,  by  the  general  reoorded  voice  of  the 

to  punish  them^  is  previously  engaged ;  he  has  company,  by  reoKded  official  transactions,  by 

his  retaining  fee  for  the  support  A  Swir  crimes,  every  thing,  that  can  make  a  man  known,  aln 

Mr.  Hastings  never  dared,  because  he  ooukl  horred,  aM  detested,  stamped  with  in&my ; 

not,  arrest  oppression  in  its  course,  without  and  with  giving  him  the  wliole  power,  which 

drying  up  the  source  of  his  own  corrupt  emo-  he  had  thus  separated  irom  the  council-gene- 

Inment.    Mr.  Hastmgs  never  dared,  after  the  ral,  and  from  the  provincial  councils, 

foot,  to  puoirii  extortion  in  others,  because  he  I  charge  him  with  taking  bribes  of  Gunga 

oouU  not,  without  risking  the  discovery  of  Govin  Sing. 

bribery  in  himself.    The  same  corruption,  the  I  charge  him  with  ixit  having  done  that 

aame  oppression,  and  the  same  impunity,  will  bribe-service,  which  fidelity  even  in  iniquity 

roign  throu^  all  the  subordinate  gradations.  requires  at  the  hands  of  the  womt  of  men. 

A  fair  revenue  may  be  collected  without  the  I  charge  him  with  having  robbed  those  peo- 

aid  of  wicked,  violent,  and  unjust  instruments,  pie  of  whom  he  took  the  bribes. 

But,  when  once  the  line  of  just  and  legal  do-  I  charge  him  with  having  fraudulentfy  aliei^ 

mand  is  transgressed,  such  instruments  are  of  ated  the  fortunes  of  widows, 

absolute  necessity;  and  they  comport  tlteufr-  I  charge  him  with  having,  without  right,  tide^ 

selves  accordmgly.  "When  we  know,  that  men  or  purduse,  taken  the  lands  of  orphans,  and 

must  be  well  paid  (and  they  ought  to  be  well  given  thorn  to  wicked  persons  under  him. 

paid)  for  the  peiformance  of  honourable  duty,  I  charge  him  with  having  reoioved  the  na» 

can  we  think,  that  men  will  be  found  to  con^  turai  guardians  of  a  minor  rajah,  and  with  hav^ 

mit  wicked,  rapacious,  and  oppressive  acts  ing  given  that  trust  to  a  stranger,  Debi  Sing, 

with  fidelity  and  disinterestedness,  for  the  sole  whose  wickedness  was  known  to  himself  end 

emolument  of  dishonest  employers  7    No;  a11theworid;andbywbom  then^ahjhisfomUy, 

Ihey  must  have  their  full  share  of  the  proy,  and  dependants  were  cruelly  opprewed. 

and  the  groater  sharo  as  they  are  the  nearer  I  charge  him  with  having  committed  to  the 

and  more  necenary  instruments  of  the  gene-  management  of  Debi  Sing  throe  great  pro* 

ral  extortion.    We  must  not  therefore  flatter  vinces ;  and  thereby,  with  having  wasted  the 

ourselves,-when  Mr.  Hastings  takes  £>10,000  country,  ruined   the  landed  interest,  crueify 

in  bribes  for  Dinagepore  and  its  annexed  pro-  harassed  the  peasants,  burnt  their   houses, 

vinces,  that  from  the  people  nothing  more  Uian  seized  their  crops,  tortured  and  degraded  their 

£40,000  is  extorted.  I  speak  within  compass,  persons,  and  destroyed  the  honour  of  *hewfaois 

four  limes  forty  must  be  levied  on  the  people ;  fomale  race  of  that  countiy. 
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Inth^ntmbbt^CcnmotmoiEa^kadfl  Mttiag  gun :  m  have  iMW,  wiio  bj 

charge  all  this  Tillany  upon  Warren  Hastinge,  ci? U  merits  and  varioaa  civil  taleoti  have  been 

in  this  last  moment  of  my  application  to  you.  exalted  to  a  sitaationt  which  they  well  deserve, 

My  lordiVi  what  is  it,  that  we  want  here  to  and  in  which  ihey  will  justify  the  faTour  ef  their 

a  great  act  of  national  j«iBtiee  ?   Do  we  want  sovereign,  and  the  good  opinion  of  their  leHow 

a  cause,  my  lords?   You  have  the  cause  ef  subjeets;  and  make  them  rejoice  to  see  those 

oppressed  princes,  of  ondone  women  of  die  virtuous  characters,  that  were  the  odier  day 

first  rank,  of  deeolated  provinces,  and  of  was-  vpon  a  level  with  them,  bow  exalted  above 

led  kingdoms.  them  in  rank,  but  feeling  with  them  in  ayn^ 

Do  you  want  a  criminel,  my  lords  ?  When  palhy  what  they  felt  in  aomraoo  with  them 

was  there  so  much  ink|mty  ever  laid  to  the  before.     We  have  persoas  exalted  from  tba 

charge  of  any  one?— No,  my  lords,  yon  must  practice  of  the  law,  from  the  place,  in  which 

not  Jook  to  puni^  any  other  nich  deiinqoent  they  administered  high,  thonf^  subordinate, 

from  India. — ^Warren  Hastings  has  not  left  juitice,  lo  a  seat  hare,  to  enli^teo  with  their 

substance   enough  in  India  to  nourish  such  knowledge,  and  to  strengthen  with  their  votes 

another  detnquent  those  principles,  which  have  distinguished  the 

My  lonb,  is  it  a  prosecuttM'  you  want?-*-  courts,  in  which  they  have  presided. 

Tou  have  before  you  the  Commons  of  Great  My  lords,  you  have  here  also  the  lights  of 

Britain  as  prosecutors  ;  and,  I  believe,  my  our  religion ;  you  have  the  bishops  of  £o|^ 

lords,  that  the  son,  in  his  beneficent  progress  land.    My  lords,  you  have  that  true  image  of 

roood  the  world,  does  not  behold  a  more  gh^*  the  primitive  church  in  its  aolient  Sana,  'm  its 

rious  sight  than  that  of  men,  separated  from  antsant  ordinances,  purified  fioro  the  supersli- 

a  remote  people  l^  the  material  bound|  and  tions  and  the  vices  which  a  kmg  successlan 

barriers  of  nature,  united  by  the  bond  of  a  of  ages  will  bring  upon  the  best  institutions, 

•oeiat  and  moral  community  ^--sll  the  Com-  You  have  the  representativss  of  that  religion, 

nons  of  England  resenting,  as  their  own,  the  which  says,  that  their  God  is  bve,  that  the 

indigniUes  snd  cruelties,  that  are  ofiered  to  all  very  vital  spirit  of  their  institution  is  charity ; 

the.  people  of  India.  a  religion,  which  to  much  hates  oppreesion, 


I>>  we  want  a  tribunal  ?    My  k)rds,  no  e>-  that,  when  the  God,  whom  we  ad<ve,  appeas- 
ample  of  andqui^,  nothing  in  the   modem  ed  in  human  form,  he  did  not  appear  in  a  form 
world,  nothing  in  the  range  of  human  imagina-  of  greatness  and  mi^esty,  but  in  sympathy 
tion,  can  sopp^  us  with  a  tribunal  like  this,  with  the  lowest  of  the  people,-— and  thereby 
My  kjrds,  here  we  see  virtually  in  the  mind's  made  it  a  6rm  and  ruling  principle,  that  their 
eye  that  sacred  majesty  of  the  crown,  imder  welfare  was  (he  ol^ect  of  ^  fiTemment ; 
whose  authority  you  sit,  and  whose  power  you  since  the  person,  who  was  'he  Master  of  Na- 
ezercise.  We  see  in  that  invisible  authority,  ture,  chose  to  appear  bin'««>if  in  a  subordinate 
what  we  all  feel  in  reality  and  life,  the  ben»-  situation.  These  are  the  considereiions,  which 
iicent   powers   and  protecting  justice  of  his  influence  them,  which  animate  them,  and  will 
majesty.    We  have  here  the  heir  apparent  animate  lAenii  against  all  oppression ;  know- 
to  the  crown,  such  as  the  fond  wishes  of  the  iag,  thst  He,  who  is  called  first  among  them, 
people  of  England  wish  an  heir  apparent  of  and  6rst  among  us  all,  both  of  the  flock,  that 
the  crown  to  be.     We  have  here  all  the  is  fad,  and  of  those,  who  feed  it,  made  Him- 
brviches  of  die  royal  family  in  a  situaUen  self  *' the  servant  of  all." 
between  raajeetv  and  subjection,  between  the  My  lords,  tbeee  are  the  securUies,  whicli 
sovereign  and  the  subfect,— offering  a  pledge  we  hare  in  all  the  constituent  parts  of  the  body 
m  that  situation  for  the  support  of  the  rights  ef  of  this  house.    We  know  thecn,  we  reckon,  we 
the  crown,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people  bodi  rest  upon  them,  and  commit  safely  the  into- 
wfaich  extremities  they  touch.    Mv  k)rds,  we  resU  of  India  and  of  humanity  into  your  hands. 
have  a  great  hereditary  peerage  We;  thoee.  Therefore,  it  is  with  confidence,  that,  ordered 
who  have  their  own  honour,  the  honour  of  their  by  the  Commons,                          • 
ancestors,  and  of  their  posterity,  to  guard ;  and  I  impeach  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire^  of 
who  will  justify,  as  diey  have  always  justified,  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours. 
that  provision  in  the  constitution,  by  which  I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  the  Corn- 
justice  is  made  an  hereditary  office.    My  lords,  mons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled, 
we  have  here  a  nev  nobility,  who  have  risen,  whose  parliamentary  tkust  he  has  beUayed. 
and  exalted  themselves  by  various  merits,  by  I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  all  the  Com- 
great  military  senrices,  which  have  extended  mons  of  Great  Britain,  ^ose  national  eiia- 
the  fame  of  diis  country  from  the  rising  to  the  ncter  he  has  dishonoured. 
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I  impeadi  him  io  the  moieof  the  people  of  with  the  utmoet  tolemoitj  in  UMther  place  % 

India,  whose  laws,  rights,  and  liberties  bo  baa  great  national  thanksgiving  lor  having  reslored 

subverted ;  whose  properties  he  haa  destroyed,  the  sovereign  to  his  parliament,  and  the  par 

whose  country  he  has  laid  waste  and  desolate.  liament  to  its  sovereign. 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name,  and  by  virtue,  But,  my  lords,  it  is  not  only  in  the  house  of 

of  those  eternal  laws  of  justice,  which  he  has  prayer,  that  we  offer  to  the  First  Causa  the  ao- 

violated.  eeptaUe  homage  of  our  rational  nature — my 

I  impeach  him  in  the  name  of  hnnan  nature  lords,  in  this  house,  at  this  bar,  in  this  place,  in 

itself,  which  he  has  cruelly  outraged,  injured,  every  place  whore  His  commands  are  obeyed, 

and  oppressed  in  both  sexes,  in  every  age,  His  worship  is  perfonned.    And,  my  lords,  I 

rank,  situation,  and  condition' of  life.  must  boldly  say,  (and  I  think  I  shall  hardly  be 

oonlradicted  by  your  lordships,  or  by  any  per- 

*^,*  ArrsR  Mr.  Buike  had  concluded  theae  >ons  versed  in  the  law,  which  guides  us  all,) 

opening  speedies,  the  first  article  of  the  im-  that  the  highest  act  of  religion,  ajid  the  hig;hest 

peachment  was  brought  forward  on  the  SSd  of  homage,  which  we  can  and  ou^t  to  pay,  ia  an 

February  1788,  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  siqiported  imitation  of  the  divine  perfections  as  far  as 

by  Mr.  Grey  on  the  fiSth.    After  the  evidence  auch  a  nature  can  imitate  such  peHections ; 

upon  this  article  had  been  adduced,  it  was  and  that  by  this  means  alone  we  can  make  our 

summed  up  and  enforced  by  Mr.  Autruther  homage  acceptable  to  him. 

on  the  11th  day  of  April  following.  My  lords,  in  His  temple  we  shall  not  for> 

The  next  article  with  which  the  commons  g«t,  that  His  most  'distinguished  attribute  is 

proceeded,  was  brought  forward  on  the  16th  of  justice,  and  that  the  first  link  in  the  chain,  by 

April  1788,  by  Mr.  Adam,  and  suf^Mrted  1^  whiq^  we  are  held  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of 

Mr.  Pelham  ;  and  the  evidence,  in  part  upon  ■•U)  is  justice ;  and  that  it  is  in  this  solcnui 

the  second  article  of  charge,  was  summed  up  temple  of  representative  justice  we  may  best 

and  enforced  on  the  8d  of  June,  by  Mr.  She-  give  him  pmise,  because  we  can  here  best 

ridan.                                              ^  imitate  his  divine  attributes.     If  ever  there 

On  the  tlst  of  April  1789,  Mr.  Burke  open-  was  a  cause,  in  which  justice  and  mercy  are 

ed  the  sixth  charge,  bribery  and  corruption,  in  not  pnly  combined  and  reconciled,  but  incor> 

the  following  speech,  which  was  continued  on  porated,  it  is  in  this  cause  of  suffering  nations, 

the  21st  of  April,  uad  on  the  6th  and  7th  May,  which  we  now  Iwing  before  your  lordships,  this 

in  the  same  session.  second  session  of  parliament,  unwearied  and 

unfotigued  in  our  persevering  pursuit ;  and  we 

TRIA  L. — T  U  £  S  D  A  Y,  feel  it  to  be  a  necessary  preliromary,  a  neces- 

Slst  ApaxL  1789.  "^  '''^^  ^  necessary  attendant  and  concomi- 
tant of  every  public  thanksgiving,  that   we 

(Mr.  Btriucx.)  diould  express  our  gratitude  by  our  virtues, 

and  not  merely  with  our  mouths ;  and  that, 

Mt  Lords,— An  event,  which  bad  spread,  when  we  are  giving  thanks  for  acts  of  mercy, 

for  a  considerable  time,  an  univeratl  grief  and  we  shodd  rwider  ourselves  worthy  of  theia 

consternation  through  this  kingdom,  and  which,  by  doing  acts  of  mercy  ourselves.    My  lords, 

in  its  issue,  diffused  as  universal  and  tran-  these   considerations,  independent  of  those, 

scendent  a  joy,  has  in  the  circumstances  both  which  were  our  first  movers  in  this  businesB, 

of  our  depression  and  of  our  exaltation  pro-  etrongly  urge  us  at  present  to  pursue  with*  all 

duoed  a  considerable  delay,  if  not  a  total  sue-  ze&l  and  perseverance  the  great  cause,  we  have 

pension  of  the  most  important  functions  of  go-  now  in  hand.    And  we  feel  this  to  be  the  more 

vemment.  necessary,  because  we  cannot  but  be  sensible^ 

My  lords,  we  now  resume  our  office  ;  and  that  light,  unstable,  variable,  capricious,  in- 

we  resume  it  with  new  and  redoubled  alacrity,  constant,  ikstidious  minds  soon  lire  in  any 

and,  we  twst,  under  not  less  propitious  omens  pursuit,  that  requires  strength,  steadiness,  and 

than  when  we  left  it,  in  this  house,  at  the  end  perseverance.  Such  persons,  who  we  trust  are 

of  tlie  preceding  session.    We  come  to  this  but  few,  and  who  certainly  do  not  resemble 

duty  with  a  greater  degree  of  earnestness  and  your  lordships,  nor  us,  begin  already  to  say, 

seal,  because  we  are  urged  to  it  by  many  and  How  k«g  is  this  business  to  continue  ?  Our 

very  peculiar  circumstances.    This  day  we  answer  is, — ^It  is  to  continue  till  its  ends  ars 

come  firom  an  house,  where  the  last  steps  were  obtained. 

taken,  and,  I  suppose,  something  has  happened  We  know,  that  by  a  mysterious  dispensa- 

■unilar  in  this,  to  prepare  our  way  to  attend  tion  of  Providence  injury  is  quick  and  rapid 
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tsd  JQttico  ifow :  um!  we  may  lay,  that  thoM|  £^,000  hath  been  laid  out  by  Mr.  Hasting 
who  have  not  patience  and  vigour  of  mind  to  In  this  buflincss.  We,  who  have  aome  expe- 
attend  the  tardy  pace  of  justice,  counteract  the  rienoe  in  the  oooducl  of  affairs  of  this  nature, 
order  of  Providence,  and  are  resolved  not  to  be  we,  who  profess  to  proceed  with  regard  not  to 
just  at  all.  We,  therefore,  instead  of  bending  the  economy  so  much  as  to  the  rigour  of  this 
the  order  of  nature  to  the  laxity  of  our  charac-  prosecution,  (and  we  are  justified  by  our  coun- 
ters and  tempers,  must  rather  confirm  ourselvei  tiy  in  so  doing)  upon  a  collation  and  compari* 
by  a  manly  fortitude  and  virtuous  perseverance  son  of  the  publ'.c  expenses  with  those,  which 
to  continue  within  those  forms,  suid  to  wrestle  tiie  defendant  is  supposed  to  have  incurred, 
with  injustice,  until  we  have  shown,  that  those  are  mudi  surprised  to  hear  it ;  we  suppose, 
virtues,  whidi  sometimes  wickedness debandies  fiiat  hii  s(Jicitors  can  give  a  good  account  to 
infeo  its  cause,  such  as  vigour,  eneigy,  activitVi  him  of  those  expenses,  that  the  thing  is  true, 
fortitude  of  spirit,  are  called  back  and  brought,  and  that  he  has  actaally,  through  them,  incur- 
to  their  true  and  natural  service;  ^nd  that  in  red  this  expense.  We  have  nothing  to  do 
the  pumiit  of  wickedness,  in  the  following  it  with  this:  but  we  shall  remove  any  degree  of 
through  all  the  winding  recessei  and  mazes  of  uneasiness  from  your  lordships'  minds,  and 
its  artifices,  we  shall  riiow  as  much  vigour,  as  from  our  own,  when  we  show  you  in  the 
much  constancy,  as  much  diligence,  energy,  cha/ge,  whidi  we  shall  bring  before  you  this 
and  perseverance,  as  any  others  can  de  in  en-  day,  that  one  bribe  only  received  by  Mr.  Has- 
deavouring  to  ehide  the  laws,  and  triumph  over  tii^,  the  mallest  of  his  bribes,  or  nearly  the 
the  justice  of  their  country.  My  lords,  we  smallest,  the  bribe  received  fivm  rajah  Nob- 
liave  Uiought  it  the  more  necessary  to  say  this,  kisson,  is  alone  more  than  e^utf  to  have  paid 
because  it  has  been  given  out,  tlnit  we  might  all  the  charges  Mr.  Hastings  is  stated  to  have 
iaint  in  this  business :  No,  we  follow,  uid  incurred  :  uid,  if  this  be  (he  esse,  your  k)rd- 
mist  we  shall  always  follow  that  great  emblem  ships  will  not  be  mad*  very  uneasy  in  a  case 
cf  antiquity,  in  which  die  person,  who  held  out  of  bribery  by  findii^,  that  you  press  upon  the 
to  the  end  of  a  Vmt  line  of  labours,  found  the  sources  of  peculation, 
reward  of  all  the  eleven  in  the  twelfth.  Our  It  has  also  been  said,  that  we  weary  out  the 
labour,  therefore,  will  her  our  reward ;  and-  we  public  patience  in  this  cause.  The  House  of 
will  go  CO,  we  will  pursue  widi  vigour  and  Commons  do  not  call  upon  your  lordships  to  do 
diligence,  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  Com-  any  thing,  of  which  they  do  not  set  the  exam- 
none  of  Great  Britain,  every  mode  of  comip-  pie.  Tbey  have  very  lately  sat  m  the  Col- 
tion,  tin  we  have  thoroughly  eradicated  it  cheater  committee  as  many,  within  one  or  two, 

I  think  it  necessaiy  to  say  a  word  too  upon  d^ys  suceeeiively,  as  have  been  spent  in  this 

another  circumstan^,  of  which  there  is  some  trial  iniemiptedly  in  the  course  of  two  years. 

comf^aint,  ss  if  some  injustice  had  arisen  from  Evwy  cause  deserves,  that  it  should  be  tried 

voluntary  delay  on  our  part.  according  to  its  nature  and  cireumstaiices  j  and 

I  have  already  alluded  to,  first,  the  melan-  in  the  case  of  the  Colchester  committee,  in 
eholy ,  then,  the  joyfiil  occasion  of  this  delay ;  the  trial  of  paltry  briberies  of  odd  pounds,  shil- 
and  I  shall  now  make  one  remark  on  anther  lings,  and  pence,  in  the  corruption  of  a  return- 
part  of  the  complaint,  which  I  understand  was  ing  officer,  who  is  but  a  miller,  they  spent 
formally  made  to  your  fordships,  soon  afVer  we  nearly  the  same  number  of  days,  that  we  have 
had  announced  our  resolution  to  piooeed  in  been  inquiring  into  the  ruin  of  kingdoms  by  the 
this  great  cause  of  suffering  nations  before  •  peculation  and  bribery  of  the  chief  govemour 
you.  It  has  been  alleged,  thac  the  length  of  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orisss. 
the  purer  it  had  aheady  very  much  dbtressed  Therefore,  God  forbid,  that  we  riiould  foint  at 
the  person,  who  is  the  object  of  it ;  that  it  thrice  thirty  days,  if  the  proceedings  should  be 
leaned  upon  a  fortune  unequal  to  support  it ;  drawn  into  such  a  length,  when  for  a  small 
and  that  jC.50,000  had  been  already  spent  in  crime  as  much  time  has  been  spent,  as  has 
the  preliminary  preparations  for  the  defence.  yet  been  spent  in  this  great  cause. 

My  lords,  1  do  admit,  that  aU  true  genuine  Haring  now  cleared  the  way  with  regard  to 

tnd  unadulterated  justice  considers,  widi  a  cer-  the  local  and  temporary  circumstances  of  this 

tain  degree  of  tenderness,  the  person,  whom  it  case ;  having  shown  your  lordships,  that  too 

is  called  to  punish,  and  never  oppresses  those  nmch  time  has  not  been  spent  in  it ;  having 

by  the  process,  who  ought  not  to  be  oppressed  no  reason  to  think  finm  the  time,  which  haa 

but  by  the  sentence  of  the  court,  before  which  hitherto  been  spent,  that  time  will  be  unneces- 

they  are  brought.    The  Commons  have  heard,  sarily  spent  in  future,  I  trust  your  lordships 

indeed,  with  some  degree  of  astonishment,  that  will  think,  thif  time  ought  neiiher  to  be  spared 
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Bor  iqu^ewJ  10  tbk  boMMM;  we  wB  diere-  cktify,  that  aftar  Mr.  HMtmp  )ms 

6r©  procewi  ariicte  by  •rticlc,  o  far  M  A©  Bgogal  froin  oi»  end  to  tfag  cdwr,  »«d  bM 

diflcretkn  of  the  House  of  Coranuos  ■hall  all  the  poww,  which  he  denrea  from  hainiig 

think  fit  lor  the  justice  of  the  case  to  timit  every  friead  and  every  depeadatof  hia  m  engy 

Che  inqairy,  or  to  extend  it  oflSce  from  one  end  of  that  ^ovemrocm  ta  tha 

We  are  aow  goin;  to  bring  before  your  other,  he  has  not  in  all  thoae  panegyrica, 

lordriiipa  the  sixth  article.    It  is  an  article  of  those  ine  hiKb-flown  eastern  ew»Mi|Wi  g^ 

charge  of  bribery  and  corruption  against  Mr.  one  word  of  refiitation,  or  one  word  ^  «**- 

Hastings;  but  vet  we  must  oonfeas,  that  w«  feel  dence  against  any  charge  whatever,  which  we 

some  little  difficalty  m  ttntne.    We  here  ap-  produce  against  hi«.    Every  onakngwa,  that 

pear  in  the  name  and  character  not  only  of  in  the  ooorae  of  criminal  tnab,  when  no  «i- 

repreoentatiTesoflheConmioiMofQreatBri-  dence  of  oSK  can  be  brought,  whsB  ail  iha  arta 

tain,  but  representatirea  of  the  inhabitants  of  of  the  Old  Bailey  are  exhausted,  the  laA  tU^ 

Bengal :  and  yet  we  have  had  lately  Come  into  produced  b  evidence  to  character.    Hia  canaa 

our  hands  such  smple  certificates,  such  full  tea-  therefore  is  gone,  when  having  ransacked  Baa- 

tim^nt„u  from  every  person,  in*  whose  causa  gal  he  has  nothing  to  say  for  his  coodoct,  and 

we  conphiin,  that  we  shall  appear  to  be  in  tha  at  length  appeals  to  hia  cbaimrtar.    In  thoaa 

strangest  situation  in  the  world,— the  situa^oo  little  papers,  which  are  given  11a  of  our  prc^ 

of  persqoi  comphuning,  who  are  (fisavowed  by  ceediags  in  our  criminal  courta,  it  ia  always 

the  peraoan,  in  whose  name  and  character  they  an  oanen  of  what  ia  to  follow  r  after  Aa^vi- 

ooaoiplain.    This  would  have  been  a  very  great  dence  of  a  murder,  a  forgery,  «r  robbery,  it 

difficulty  m  tho  beginamg,  especially  as  it  ia  ends  in  his  character.— He  has  an  adnnraUa 

oorae  before  us  Wi  a  fiood-tide  of  panegyric  eharactei^-I  have  known  him  from  a  boy ;  ha 

No  encomium  can  be  more  exalted,  or  more  is  wonderfully  good ;  he  ia  te  be^  of  m^;  I 

beautifally  expressed.    No  language  can  mora  woaM  trust  him  with  untoM  gold ;  and  imn^ 

alrongly  paint  the  perfect  «ftiisfaction,  the  en-  diately  follows,  guilty,  death.   Thia  iathe  way 

tiro  acquiescence  o(  all  the  nattons  of  Bengal,  in  which  our  courts*  character  ia  generally  fot 

and  their  wonderftil  admirmtion  of  the  charac-  lowed  by  sentence.    The  practice  ia  noC  mo« 

ter  of  the  paroon,  whom  we  have  brought  ai  dem.    Undoubtely  Mr.  Hasting  haa  the  ea^ 

a  criminal  to  your  bar  upon  their  part.    I  do  ample  of  criminals  of  high  antiqnity ;  for  Cai« 

admit,  that  it  is  a  very  awkward  cireomatance ;  Verres,  Antonhis,  and  every  other  man,  who 

but  yet,  at  the  same  time,  the  same  candour,  has  been  famous  for  the  pillage  and  destnio- 

which  hss  induced  the  House  of  Comnions  to  tion  of  provinces,  never  foiled  to  bring  befora 

bring  before  you  the  bosom  fiiends  and  con*  their  judges  the  attestations  of  the  injured  to 

fidants  of  Mr.'  Hastings  as  their  evidence,  win  their  character.  Vohaire  says,  **  L«s  bona  mola 

not  suffer  them  to  suppress  or  witlihold  for  a  aont  tonjoors  redits."   A  similar  eccaaion  haa 

moment  from  your  ^krdshipa  this  univefsal  here  produced  a  similar  conduct.    He  has  got 

voice  of  Bengal,  as  an  attestation  in  Mr.  just  the  same  character,  as  Gains  Veires  got 
Hastings's  fovour,  and  we  shall  produce  it  aa  in  another  cauee ;  and  the  foudatioNes,  which 
a  part  of  our  evidence.  Oh !  my  lords,  con-  your  lordships  know  always  followed,  to  aava 
eider  the  situation  of  a  people,  who  are  forced  trouble,  we  mean  ourselves  to  give  your  lord- 
to  mix  their  praises  with  their  groras,  who  are  ships ;  we  n^ean  to  give  them  with  this  strong 
forx;ed  to  sign  with  hands,  wbidi  have  been  in  presumptVm  of  guiH,  that,  in  all  this  pana- 
torture,  and  with  the  thumb-screws  but  just  gyric,  there  is  ncA  one  word  of  defence  to  a 
taken  fi'om  ihetn,  an  attestation  in  favour  of  single  article  of  charge;  they  are  mere  lip-ho- 
the  person,  from  whom  all  their  sufferings  nours ;  but  we  think  we  derive  from  thoae  pane- 
have  been  derived.  When  we  prove  to  you  gyrics,  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  had  sent  over 
the  things,  that  we  shall  prove,  this  will,  I  as  evidence  to  supply  the  total  vvjpnt  of  it,  an 
hope,  give  your  lord^ips  a  fiiH,  conclusive,  indication  of  the  impossibiUtT  of  attaining  it. 
and  satisfactory  proof  of  the  misery,  to  which  Mr.  Hastings  has  brought  them  here,  and  I 
tfaeiio  people  have  been  reduced.  You  will  see  must  say  we  are  imder  some  difficulty  about 
before  you,  what  is  so  well  expressed  by  one  them,  and  the  difficuhy  is  this— we  think  we 
of  our  jmets  as  the  homage  of  tyrants,  "  that  can  produce  before  your  lordships  proofo  of  bar- 
homage  with  the  mouth,  which  the  heart  would  barity  and  peculatksn  by  Mr.  Hastings  :  wa 
foin  deny,  but  dares  not."  Mr.  Hastings  has  have  the  proofs  of  them  in  specific  prorinfcea, 
received  that  homage,  and  that  homage  we  mean  where  those  proofs  maybe  met  by  contruy 
to  present  to  your  lordships ;  we  mean  to  pre-  praofii,  or  may  lose  their  weight  fitxn  a  variety 
aent  it,  because  it  will  show  jour  lordships    of  circumstances.    We  thought  we  had  got 
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(be  Mwtler  nrti  ihtA  ffftrf  thing  was  Mttbd,  wrong,  uid  liw  mM  is  free  oT  corBtotunees, 

tiMft  he  coold  DM  eecape  oe  after  he  had  hfan-  or  avirice.    During  the  time  of  his  adnrinis- 

■e/confiweJ  die  hribce  hehaii  taken  froailhe  tration  no  one  saw  other  conduct  than  that  of 

apeeifie  pravincea.    But  in  what  condition  are  protection  to  the  husbandman,  and  juMice.  No 

we  now  ?  We  have  (rom  thoee  specific  pro-  inhabitant  ever  experienced  aJilictions ;  no  one 

▼inosa  the  strongest  atteatations,  that  there  ever  felt  oppression  firora  him  ;  our  reputations 

is  not  any  credit  to  be  paid  to  his  own  ae>  have  always  been  guarded  from  Atiaela  by  his 

haowledgnieata.    In  short,  we  have  the  com*  prudence,  and  oar  (kmilies  have  always  been 

pfauBts,  conoeniing  theae  crinwa  of  Mr.  Haa-  protected  by  his  justice.    He  never  omitted 

tings,  of  the  injured  penons  themnelvw :  we  the  smallest  instance  of  kindness  towards  us, 

have  his  own  oonJessiona;  we  shall  produce  hot  healed  the  wounds  of  deepairwith  the  salve 

imth  to  your  kvdahipa.    Bat  these  persons  ofoonsolation,  by  meansofhis  benevolem  and 

layw  declare,  that  not  only  their  own  com-  kind  behavioar,  never  permitting  one  of  us  to 

plaima  are  totally  unfunded,  but  tliat  Mr.  sink  in  the  pit  of  despondence ;  he  supported 

Haatings^s  confessions  are  net  true,  and  not  to  every  one  by  his  goodness,  overset  the  designs 

he  credited.  These  are  cirouaastancea,  which  of  evil-minded  men  by  his  authority,  tied  the 

your  kMrdsfaips  wiH  consider  in  the  view  you  hand  of  oppression  with  the  strong  bandage 

Cake  of  this  wonderful  body  of  atteatation.  of  justice,  and  by  these .  means  es{Anded  the 

It  is  a  pleaaant  thing  to  see  in  theae  ad-  pleasing  iqppearance  of  happiness  and  joy  over 

draaaei  the  different  diaracter  and  modes  of  us.  He  re-established  justice  and  impartiality. 

•kiquenoe  of  different  countriea.     In  thoae,  We  were,  during  his  government,  in  the  en- 

liiaA  will  be  brought  before  your  lordshipa,  you  joyment  of  perfect  happiness  and  ease,  and 

will  aee  the  beauty  of  chaste  European  pane-  many  of  os  are  thankiid  and  satisfied.     As 

fyric  improved  by  degreea  into  high,  orientnl)  Mr.  Hastings  was  well  aoquaiitfted  with  oor 

asafHterated,  and  inflated  metaphor.   You  wiU  manners  and  customs,  he  was  always  desir- 

aea,  bow  the  language  is  first  written  in  Eng-  ous,  in  every  respect,  of  doing  vduitever  wouU 

fish,  then  translafied'  into  Persian,  and  then  preserve  our  religious  rites,  and  guard  them 

ra-tranalated  into  English.     There  may  be  against  every  kind  of  accident  and  injury,  and 

something  amusing  to  your  lordships  in  this,  at  all  times  protected  us.  Whatever  we  have 

and  the  beauty  of  theee  styleo  may,  in  this  experienced  from  him,  and  whatever  happened 

heavy  inveatigation,  tend  to  give  a  little  gaiety  from  him,  we  have  vrritten  witfaoot  deceit  or 

and  pleaaure.    We  shall  Mng  belbra  you  the  exaggeration.^ 

European  and  Asiatic  'incense.    You  will  My  lordsi  here  is  a  panegyric;  and,  di* 

have  the  perfinne  shops  of  the  two  countriea.  reetly  contrary  to  dm  usual  mode  of  other  ae* 

One  of  the  accnsationa,  which  we  mean  to  caaers,  we  begin  by  producihg  the  panegyrics^ 

bring  against  Mr.  Hastings,  is  upon  the  part  made  upon  the  person,  whom  we  accuse.   We 

of  the  xemindair  Radanaut,  of  the  country  of  shall  produce  along  with  the  diarge,  and  give 

Diaagepore.  Now  hear  what  the  xemindar  says  as  evideaoe  the  panegyric  and  certificate  of 

himeelf--**  As  it  baa  been  learned  by  me,  the  the  persons,  whom  w*  suppose  to  have  suffered 

nmtRiddiee,  and  the  reepectabfe  officera  of  my  theee  wrongs.     We  suflbr  ouraelves  eren  to 

lemindary,  that  the  ministers  of  England  are  abandon,  what  might  be  our  htst  reeource,  his 

dwpleued  with  the  late  govemour,  Warren  own  confeesion,  by  showing,  that  one  of  the 

Hastings,  Esquire,  upon  tl»  suepicion,  that  be  princes,  from  wimn  he  eonfeases,  that  he 

oppreaaed  us,  took  money  firom  us  by  deceit  took  bribes,  has  given  a  certificate  of  the  di- 

and  ibrce,  and  ruined  the  country;  therefera  we,  reet  contrary. 

upon  the  strength  of  our  religion,  which  we  AU  theee  things  will  have  their  vreight  upon 

think  it  ineumbent  on  and  neceasary  fer  us  to  your  lordships'  minds ;  and  when  we  have  put 

abide  by,  felbwing  the  rulea  laid  down  hn  giv-  ourselven  under  this  disadvantage  (what  di»> 

ing  evidonce,  declare  the  particulars  of  the  acta  advantage  it  is,  your  lordships  will  judge,)  at 

and  deeds  of  Warren  BLaatinaa,  Eequire,  fuU  tsaat  we  shall  stand  acquitted  of  unfeimess  in 

of  circumspection  and  caution,  civility  and  charging  him  with  crimes,  directly  contrary 

justice,  auperiour  to  the  conduct  of  the  moat  to  the  panegyrics   in  this  paper  contained, 

learned ;  and'  by  representing  wluu  is  feet,  Indeed,  I  will  aay  this  for  him,  that  general 

wipe  away  the  doubts,  that  have  poaseased  the  charge  and  looee  accusation  may  be  answered 

mftids  of  the  nunbtera  of  England :  that  Mr.  by  looae  and  genetal  panegyric,  and  that,  if 

Hastings  is  poasesaed  of  fidelity  and  oonA-  ourswereof  that  nature,  this  panegyric  woukl 

dence,  and  yiriding  preteeticn  to  us ;  that  ha  be  sufficient  to  overset  our  accusation.    But 

k  dear  «f  Um  ronlamiMrinB  of  wtktnm,  aad  we  oome  before  your  Iqrdahipt  in  a  diSbreni 


999         ^  BPEECH  IN  THE  DAFBACHMBNT 

maimar,  and  upon  difleMOl  grounds.    I  am  The  lint,  then,  of  these  ofieneee,  with  which 

oidered  by  the  Commoae  of  Great  Britain  to  Mr.  BtatingsMade  changed  here,  ii  receiring 

Bupport  the  charge,  that  they  hare  made,  and  bribes  binMeif,  or  through  his  banyans ;  erery 

perwsTere   in  makbg,  against  Warren  Has-  one  of  these  are  overt  acts  of  the  gcoerml 

tings j  Esquiro,  late  govemour-general  of  Bmi-  charge  of  bribery,  and  they  are  evety  one  gC 

gaj,  and  now  a  culprit  at  your  bar:  first,  for  them,  sepanteiy  taken,  sabetanliTe  crimes, 

having  taken  corruptly  several  bribes,  and  ex-  But  whatever  the  criminal  nature  of  these  acts 

totted  by  force,  (m-  under  the  power  and  colour  was— and  the  nature  was  very  criminal,  and 

of  his  office,  several  sums  of  money  from  the  the  consequences  to  the  country  very  dreadfel, 

unhappy  natives  of  Bengal  —yet  we  mean  lo  prove  to  your  lon^ips,  that 

The  next  article,  which  we  shall  bring  be-  they  were  not  single  acts,  that  ihey  were  not 

lore  you,  is,  that  he  is  not  only  personally  cor-  acts  committed,  as  opportunity  offered,  or  as 

rupted,  but  that  he  has  personally  corrupted  all  necessity  tempted,  or  urged  upon  the  oocac 

the  other  servants  of  the  company ;  those  un-  sion ;  but,  that  they  are  parts  of  a  general  sys- 

der  him,  whose  oorruptioos  he  ought  to  have  tematic  plan  of  corniption,  for  advancing  his 

controullod,  and  those  above  him,  whose  busi-  Ibrtune^at  the  expense  of  his  integrity ;  that  he 

ness  it  was  to  oontroul  his  corruptions.  has,  for  that  purpose,  not  only  taken  the  of>- 

We  purpose  to  make  good  to  your  lord-  portunity  of  his  own  power,  hot  made  whols 

ships  the  mat  of  these  by  submitting  to  ^ou,  establishments,  altered  and  perverted  others, 

that  part  of  those  sums,  which  are  specified  and  created  complete  revolutions  in  the  oou^ 

in  the  charge,  were  taken  by  him  with  his  try's  government  for  the  purpose  of  making 

own  hand,  and  in  his  own  person ;  but  that  the  power,  which  ought  to  be  subservient  ts 

much  the  greater  part  have  been  taken  from  legal  government,  subservient  to  corruplioa  { 

the  natives  by  the  instrumentality  of  his  black  that,  when  he  could  no  longer  cover  these  finao- 

agents,  banyans,  and  other  dependants ;  whose  dulent  proceedings  by  artifice,  be  endeavoured 

confidential  connection  with  him,  and  whose  to  justify  them  by  principle.    These  artifices 

agency,  on  his  part,  in  corrupt  transactions,  if  we  mean  to  detect;  these  principles  we  mean 

his  counsel  should  be  bold  enough  to  challenge  to  attadc,  and,  with  your  lonlMips'  aid,  lo  de- 

tis  to  the  proof,  wc  shall  fuUy  prove  before  you.  molish,  destroy,  and  subvert  for  ever. 

The  next  part,  and  the  second  branch  of        My  lords,  I  must  say,  that  in  this  busina% 

his  oorraptioo,  namely,  what  is  commonly  call-  which  is  a  matter  of  collusion,  concealment, 

ed  his  active  corruption,  distinguishing  the  and  deceit,  your  lordships  will,  perhaps,  not 

personal  under  the  name  of  passive,  wiU  ap-  feel  the  same  degree  of  interest  as  in  iht 

pear  from  his  having  given,  under  colour  of  others.    Hitherto,  you  have  had  beibre  yoa 

contracts,  a  number  of  ctMnupt  and  lucrative  crimes  of  dignity*    You  have  had  before  yoa 

advantages,  from  a  number  of  unauthorised  the  ruin  and  expulsion  of  great  and  illustrious 

and  unreasonable  grants,  pensions,  and  allow-  families;  the  breach  of  solemn  public  treaties ; 

ances,  by  which  ho  corrupted  actively  the  the  merciless  pillage  and  total  subversion  of 

whole  service  of  the  company.    And,  lastly,  the  first  houses  in  Asia :  but  the  crimes,  which 

we  shall  show,  that  by  establishing  a  universal  are  the  most  striking  to  the  imagmation,  are  not 

connivance  from  one  end  of  the  service  to  the  always  the  most  pernicious  in  their  ^ects :  in 

other,  he  has  not  only  corrupted  and  oontami-  these  high  eminent  acts  of  domineering  tyranny 

oated  it  in  all  its  parts,  but  bound  it  in  a  com-  their  very  magnitude  proves  a  sort  of  correo- 

moD  league  of  iniquity  to  support  mutually  each  tive  to  their  virulence.     The  occasions,  on 

other  against  the  inquiry,  that  should  detect,  which  they  can  be  exercised,  are  rare ;  the 

and  the  justice,  that  should  punish,  their  offen-  persons,  upon  whom  they  can  be  exercised, 

ces.    These  two  charges,  namely,  of  his  ac-  few;  the  persons,  who  can  exercise  them,  in 

tive,  and  passive  corruption,  we  shaHJnring  one  the  nature  of  things,  are  not  many.    These 

aifler  the  other,  as  strongly  and  clearly  ilhis-  high   tragic   acts   of  superiour  overhearing 

(rating,  and  as  powerfully  confirming,  each  tyranny  are  privileged  crimes;  they  are  the 

other.  unhappy  dreadful  prerogative,  they  are  the 

The  first,  which  we  shall  bring  before  you,  distinguished  and  incommunicable  attributes, 

is  his  own  passive  oorrupti(m,so  we  commonly  of  raperiour  wickedness  in  eminent  station, 
call  it.    Bribes  aie  so  little  kaown  in  this        But,  my  lords,  when  the  vices  of  low,  sof- 

country,  that  we  can  hardly  get  clear  and  did,  aiid  illiberal  minds  infect  that  hifh  Si 

specific  technical  names  to  distmgutsh  them  ;  tuation,  when  theft,^  bribery,  and  peculalioo, 

out,  in  future,  I  am  afraid,  the  conduct  of  attended  with  fraud,  prevarication,  &]adioodt 

Mr.  Hastings  will  improve  our  law  vocabulary.  misrepresaBtation,  and  (otgvy ;  when  all  these 
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follow  m  omtraiB:  wfaeo  tbflM  vioM,whieh  to  yoor  lordtbtpe,  in  order  to  briag  it  iuHy  and 

gender  uid  spmwn  in  dirt|  and  are  nurs-  diatinctly  before  you,  what  the  nature  of  this 

ed  in  dunghills,  oooia  and  pollute  with  their  distemper  of  bribery  is  in  the  Indian  gorem- 

•lime  that  throne,  which  ought  to  be  a  seat  of  ment.    We  are  to  stale,  what  the  laws  and 

dignity  and  purity,  the  evil  is  much  greater  ■  rules  are,  which  hare  been  opposed  to  prevent 

it  may  operate  daily  and  hourly ;  it  it  not  only  it,  and  the  utter  insufficiency  of  all,  that  have 

imitable  but  improvdsle,  and  it  will  be  imitat-  been  proposed:  to  state  the  grievance,  Uie 

ed,  and  will  be  improved,  firom  the  highest  instructions  of  the  company,  and  government, 

to  the  lowest,  through  ail  the  gradations  of  a  the  acts  of  parliament,  the  constructions  upon 

corrupt  government.    They  are  reptile  vices,  the  acts  of  parliament.    We  are  to  state  to 

There  are  situations,  in  which  tlie  acts  of  the  your  lordships  the  paoicular  situation  of  Mr. 

individual  are  of  some  moment,  the  example  Hastings.    We  are  to  state  the  trust  the  com- 

eomparatively  of  little  importance.     In  the  pany  had  in  him  for  the  prevention  of  all  those 

other,  the  misdiief  of  the  example  is  infinite,  evils;  and  then  we  are  to  prove,  that  every 

My  lords,  when  once  a  govemour-general  evil,  that  all  thoeo  grievances,  which  the  law 
receives  bribes,  he  gives  a  signal  to  universal  intended  to  prevent,  which  there  were  cove- 
pillage  to  all  the  inferiour  parts  of  the  ser*  nants  to  restrain,  and  with  respect  to  which 
vice. — The  bridles  upon  hard-mouthed  passion  there  were  encouragements  to  smooth  and 
are  removed,  they  are  taken  away,  they  are  make  easy  the  path  of  duty,  Mr.  Hastings  was 
broken ;  fear  and  shame,  the  great  guards  to  invested  with  a  special,  direct  and  Immediate 
virtue  next  to  conscience,  are  gone ;— shame!  trust,  to  prevent.— We  are  to  prove  to  your 
how  can  it  exist  ? — it  will  soon  blush  away  its  lordships,  that  he  is  the  man,  who,  in  his  own 
awkward  sensibility ;  shame,  my  lords,  cannot  person  collectively,  has  done  more  mischief 
exist  long  when  it  is  seen,  that  crimes,  which  than  aH  those  perMms,  whose  evil  practices 
naturally  bring  disgrace,  are  attended  with  all  have  produced  all  those  laws,  those  regula* 
&e  ouyivard  symbds,  characteristics,  and  re-  tions,  and  even  his  own  appointmenU 
vrards  of  honour  and  of  virtue ;  when  it  is  seen^  The  l',nt  thinp ,  that  we  shall  do,  is  to  state, 
that  high  station,  great  rank,  general  applause,  and  which  we  khall  prove  in  evidence,  that  this 
vast  wealth,  follow  tho  commission  of  pecula-  vice  of  bribery  was  the  antient,  radical  ende- 
tion  and  bribery ;  is  it  to  be  believed,  that  men  mical,  and  ruinous  distemper  of  the  company's 
can  long  be  ashamed  of  that,  which  they  see  to  af&irs  in  India,  from  the  time  of  their  first  ee- 
be  the  road  to  honour  ?  As  to  foar,  let  a  go-  tablishment  there.  Very  often,  there  are  no 
vemour^^eneral  once  take  bribes,  there  is  an  words,  nor  any  description,  which  can  ade- 
endofail  fear  in  the  service.  What  have  they  quately  convey  the  stete  of  a  thing  like  the 
to  fear  ?  Is  it  the  man,  whose  example  they  direct  evidence  of  the  thing  itself,  because 
follow,  that  is  to  bring  them  before  a  tribunal  the  former  might  be  suspected  of  exaggeration, 
for  their  punishment  ?— Can  he  open  any  in-  You  might  think  tliat,  which  was  really  fact, 
quiry  ?  be  cannot ;  he,  that  opens  a  channel  to  be  nothing  but  the  colouring  of  the  person, 
of  inquiry  under  these  circumstances,  opens  a  that  explained  it ;  and  therefore  I  think,  that 
high  road  to  his  own  detection.  Can  he  make  it  will  be  much  better  to  give  to  your  lord- 
any  laws  to  prevent  it?  none;  for  he  can  make  ships  here  a  direct  state  of  the  presidency 
no  taws  to  restrain  that  practice  without  the  at  the  time,  when  the  company  enacted  those 
breach  of  his  own  laws  immediately  in  his  own  oovenante,  which  Mr.  Hastings  entered  into, 
conduct.  If  we  once  can  admit,  for  a  single  and  when  they  took  those  measures  to  pre- 
instent,  in  a  govemour-goneral,  a  principle  vent  the  very  evils  fi'om  pers<x»  placed  in  those 
however  defended,  upon  any  pretence  what-  very  stations,  and  in  those  very  circumstances, 
ever,  to  receive  bribcas  in  consequence  of  his  in  which  we  charge  Mr.  Hastings  with  having 
office,  there  is  an  end  of  all  virtue,  an  end  of  oomniitted  the  ofiences,  we  now  bring  before 
the  laws,  and  no  hope  left  in  the  supreme  jus-  you. 

tice  of  the  country.    We  are  sensible  of  all  I  wish  your  lordships  to  know,  that  we  are 

these  difficulties;  we  have  felt  them,  and  pei^  going  to  read  a  consultation  of  Lord  Clive's, 

haps  it  has  required  no  small  degree  of  exer-  who  was  sent  out  for  the  express  purpose  of 

tion  for  us  to  gel  the  better  of  these  difficulties,  reforming  the  slate  of  the  company,  in  order 

which  are  thrown  in  our  way  by  a  govemour-  to  show  the  noagnitude  of  the  pecuniary  cor- 

^«tneral  accepting  bribes,  and  thereby  screen-  ruptions,  that  prevailed  in  it. 

ing  and  protecting  the  whole  service  in  such  "  It  is  firom  a  due  sense  of  the  regard  we 

iniquitous  proceedings.  owe  and  profess  to  your  interests  and  to  our 

With  regard  to  tUs  matter,  we  are  to  state  own  boooar,  that  we  think  it  indispensably 
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neeewiy  to  Wy  opea  to  yoar  new  a  whm  of  ud  liMMieMe  a  HMmer,  as  b%Uj  diagoilad 
tranaactioro  loo  noCoriouriy  known  to  be  itifk*  him  and  chagrined  bis  ministen ;  while  not  a 
prened,  and  loo  afleecing  lo  your  iotemt,  to  siDgfe  rupee  waa  stipulabNi  Cor  the  companyf 
the  national  chaiieeter,  and  to  the  existence  of  wfaoee  interests  were  aacrifioed,  thai  their  ser- 
the  company  in  Bengal,  to  escape  annotieed  vantsuiight  revel  in  the  spoils  of  a  treasury  be- 
and  uncensnred : — transaotionS)  which  seen  to  (on  impovensticdi  but  now  totally  exhausted, 
demonairatei  that  erery  spring  of  this  govern-  **  This  scene  of  oom^>tion  was  first  disdos- 
ment  was  smeared  witn  eoiruption,  that  prio-  ed,  at  a  viiit  the  nabob  was  paid,  to  Lord  Clire 
ciples  of  rapacity  and  oppression  univerMlly  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  oonunittee  a  few  days 
prevailed,  and  tint  eveiy  spaHc  of  sentiment  after  our  arrival.  He  th^re  delivered  to  his 
and  public  spirit  was  lost  and  extinguished  in  lordship  a  letter  filled  with  bitter  comphiinls  of 
the  unbounded  lust  of  unmerited  wealth.  the  insults  and  indignities  be  had  been  expo»> 

"  To  illustrate  those  positions  we  nmst  ex-     ed  to,  and  the  emtMaxlement  of  near  SO  lacks 
h3>it  to  your  view  a  most  nnpleasing  variety     of  rupees,  issued  from  his  treasury  fw  purposes 
of  complaints,  inquiries,  accuaations,  and  vin-     imknown  during  the  lato  negotiations.     So 
dlcations,  the  particulars  of  ^idi  are  entered     puUic  a  complaint  could  not  be  diaregardedi 
in  our  proceedings,  and  the  appendix.;  assur-     and  it  soon  produced  an  inquiiy.   We  referred 
ing  you,  that  we  undertake  this  task  with  pe-     the  letter  to  the  board,  in  expectation  of  obtaiD* 
coliar  reluctance,  from  the  persond  regard  we     ing  a  satts&ctory  account  of  the  application 
entertain  for  some  of  the  gentlemen,  whose     of  this  money,  and  were  answered  only  by  a 
charactors  will  appear  to  bo  deeply  affiscted.       warm  remonstrance  entered  by  Mr.  Leyceater 
**  At  Fort  Sl  George  we  received  the  first    against  that  very  nabob,  in  whose  elevation  ht 
advices  of  the  demise  of  Meer  Jaffier,  and  of     boasts  of  having  been  a  principal  agent. 
Shuja  Dowla's  defeat    It  was  there  6nnly        ''  Mahomed  Reza  Cawn,  the  naib  soubah, 
imagined,  that  no  definhive  meaMires  would     was  then  called  upon  to  account  for  this  largo 
be  taken,  either  in  respect  to  a  peace,  or  fill-     disbursement  from  the  treasury  ;  and  he  soon 
ing  the  vacancy  in  the  nizamtit,  before  our  ar-     deltvered  to  the  committee  the  very  extraoidi- 
riin} ;  as  the  Lapwing  arrived  in  the  month  of     nary  narrative  entered  in  our  proceedings  the 
January  with  your  general  letter,  and  tfie  ap-     6th  of  June,  wherein  he  speciSes  the  several 
pointment  of  a  commhtee  with  expreM  powers     names  and  sums,  by  whom  paid,  and  to  whom, 
to  that  purpose  ;  for  the  successful  exertion     whether  in  cash,  bills,  or  obligations.    So  pro- 
of which  the  ha|>piest  occasion  now  offered,    cise,  so  accurate  an  account  as  (his  of  money 
However,  a  contrary  resolution  prevailed  in     for  secret  and  venal  services  was  never,  we  bin 
the  council.    The  opportunity  of  acquiring     lieve,  before  this  period  exhibited  to  the  honour- 
immense  fortunes  was  too  inviting  to  be  ne-     able  court  of  directors,  at  least  never  vouched 
glected,  and  the  temptation  too  powerful  to  be     by  such  undeniable  testimony  and  authentic 
resisted.,  A  treaty  was  hastily  drawn  up  by     documents :  by  Juggut  Seet,  who  himself  was 
the  board,  or  rather  transcribed,  with  few  un-    obliged  tS  contribute  largely  to  the  sums  de- 
important  additions,  from  that  conchided  with     manded ;  by  Mocrfyram,  who  was  employed, 
Meer  Jaffier  ;  and  a  deputation,  consisting     by  Mr.  Johnstone  in  all  those  pecuniary  tnu»- 
of  Messrs.  Johnstone  senior,  Middleton,  and     actions;  by  the  nabob  and  Maliomed  Reza> 
Leycester,  appointed  to  raise  the  natural  son     Cawn,  who  were  the  heaviest  sufferers ;  and, 
of  the  deceased  nabob  to  the  soubahdarry,  in     lasdy,  by  the  confession   of  the  gendemen 
prejudice  of  the  claim  of  the  grandson :  and     themselves,  whose  names  are  specified  in  the 
for  this  measure  such  reasons  are  assigned    distribution  list. 

as  ought  to  have  dictated  a  diametrically  oppo-  "  Juggut  Seet  expressly  declared  in  lus  nar- 
slte  resolution.  Miran's  son  was  a  minor,  retive,  that  the  sum,  which  he  agreed  to  pay 
which  circumstance  alone  would  have  natu-  the  deputation,  amounting  to  135,000  rupeeSi 
rally  brought  the  whole  adminstration  into  our  was  extorted  by  menaces  ;  and  since  the  clcso 
hands,  at  a  juncture  when  it  became  indispen-  of  our  inquiry,  and  the  opinions  we  deliveied 
sably  necessary  we  should  realize  that  shadow  in  the  proceedings  of  the  21st  June,  it  fully 
of  power  and  influence,  which  having  no  solid  appeam,  that  the  presents  from  the  nabob  and 
foundation  was  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  Mahomed  Reza  Oawn,  eioeeding  the  immense 
annihilated  by  the  first  stroke  of  lul verse  for-  sum  of  H  lacks,  were  not  ihe  vohintary  offer- 
tune.  But  this  inconsistence  was  not  regard-  ings  of  gratitude,  but  oontributioos  levied  on  th9 
ed ;  nor  was  it  material  to  the  views  for  pre-  weakness  of  the  government,  and  violontly  ex- 
cipitating  the  treaty,  which  was  pressed  on  the  acted  from  the  dependent  state  and  timid  dis- 
young  nabob  at  the  firat  interview,  in  so  earnest     position  of  the  minister.    The  charge  iade^ 
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if  deniad  on  the  dm  hand,  u  well  u  tifimed  Uist  the  oonpeiif ,  in  1788,  had  mtde  a  oof^ 
OQ  the  other.  Your  honourable  board  nuet  nant,  expressly  forbidding  the  taking  of  |»-e- 
iherefore  determine,  how  Su  the  circumstaoce  sents  of  above  £.400  vahie,  in  each  present, 
of  extorti(»  may  aggravate  the  crine  of  die-  by  the  govemour-gtmeral.  I  lake  it  for  grant- 
obedience  to  your  positive  orden ;  the  expoe-  ed,  this  will  not  be  much  litigated ;  thoy  renew- 
ing the  govwiunent  in  a  manner  to  sale,  and  ed  and  enforced  that  with  other  covenants,  and 
receiving  the  infamous  wages  of  comiptioa  other  instructions ;  and  at  last  canie  an  act  of 
from  oppooite  parties  and  contending  interests,  parliament,  in  the  clearest,  the  most  definite, 
We  speak  with  boldness,  because  we  speak  the  most  specific  words,  that  all  the  wisdom 
I  firameooriction,ibunded  upon  indubitable  facts,  of  the  legislature,  intent  upon  the  eradication 
that  besides  the  above  sums  specified  in  the  of  this  evil,  could  we,  to  prevent  the  reoeiv- 
distribution  account  to  the  amount  of  228,125     ing  of  presents. 

pounds  sterling,  there  was  likewise  to  the  value  My  lords,  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  state, 
of  eeveral  lacks'of  rupees  procured  from  Nund-  that  there  has  been  some  little  difficulty  con- 
oomar  and  RoyduUub,  each  of  whom  aspired     oeming  this  word  pre$enU,    Bribery  and  ex- 

aft  and  obtained  a  promise  of  that  very  empk>y-  tortion  have  been  covered  by  the  name  of  pre 

ment  it  was  predetermined  to  bestow  on  Ma-  sents,  and  the  authority  and  practice  of  the 

homed  Reza  Cawn.  East  has  been  adduced,  as  a  palliation  of  the 

(Signed  at  the  end)    '<  Clive.— W"  B.  crime.    My  lords,  no  authority  of  the  East 

Simmer. — ^John  Camac^— U.  Verelst. — ^Fra*  will  be  a  palliation  of  the  breach  of  laws  en- 

Sykes.''  acted  in  the  West:  and  to  those  laws  of  the 

This  paper  cannot  be  denied  to  be  a  paper  West,  and  not  the  vicious  customs  of  the  East; 

of  weight  and  authenticity,  because  it  is  sign-  we  insist  upon  making  Mr.  Hastings  liable. 

ed  by  a  gentleman  now  in  this  house,  who  But  do  not  your  lordships  see,  that  this  is  an 

sits  on  one  side  of  the  gentleman  at  your  bar,  entire  mistake,  that  there  never  was  any  cua- 

as  his  bail. — This  grievance,  therefore,— eo  torn  of  the  East  (or  it?   I  do  not  mean  vicious 

autheaticaied,  so  great,  and  described  in  so  practices  and  customs,  which  it  is  the  business 

many  circumstancea,  I  think  it  might  be  sul^  of  good  laws  and  good  customs  to  eradicate. 

6eient  for  bm,  in  this  part  of  the  iNuinesa,  to  There  are  three  species  of  presents  known  in 

show,  was,  when  Mr.  Hastings  was  sent  to  the  East :  two  of  them,  payments  of  money, 

India,  a  prevalent  evil.  known  to  be  legal ;  and  the  other  perfectly 

But,  my  bids,  it  is  necessary,  that  I  should  illegal,  and  which  has  a  name  exactly  expres- 

■ho^  to  you  something  more,  because,  prund  sing  it  in  the  manner  our  language  does.  It  is 

/roNls,  this  is  some  exculpation  of  Mr.  Has-  necessary,  that  your  lordships  should  see,  that 

tings:  ibr,  if  he  was  only  a  partaker  in  a  ge-  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  use  of  a  perversion 

nenl  misconduct,  it  was  rather  vitium  lod  d  of  the  names  of  authorized  giAs,  to  cover  the 

vitittm  temporia,  than  vidum  hominit.    This  nKwt  abominable  and  prostituted  bribery.  The 

might  be  said  in  his  exculpation.    But,  I  am  firat  of  these  presents  is  known  in  the  country 

next  to  show  your  lordships  the  means,  which  by  the  name  of  peshcush :  this  peshcush  is  a 

the  company  took  Sat  removing  this  grievance ;  fine  paid,  upon  the  grant  of  lands,  to  the  sove- 

and,  that  Mr..  Hastings's  peculiar  trust — ^the  reira,  or  whoever  grants  them.     The  second 

great  specific  ground  of  his  i^ipointnuuit,  was  is  ue  niuzer,  or  nuzzeranah,  which  is  a  tri- 

a  oonfidence,  that  he  would  eradicate  this  very  bute  of  acknowledgment  firoro  an  inferiour  to 

evil,  6[  which  we  are  going  to  prove,  that  he  a  superiour.    The  last  is  called  reshwdat,  in 

has  been  one  of  the  principal  promoters.    I  the  Persian  language,  that  is  to  say,  a  bribe, 

wish  your  kirdships  to  advert  to  one  particular  or  sum  of  money  claixlestinely  and  corruptly 

circumstance,  namely,  that  the  two  persons,  taken  ;  and  is  as  much  distinguished  from  the 

who  were  bidders  at  this  time,  and  at  this  others,  as,  in  the  English  language,  a  fine  or 

auction  of  government,  for  the  favour  and  coun-  acknowledgment  is  distinguished  from  a  bribe. 

tenanoe  of  the  presidency  at  Calcutta,  were  To  show  your  lordships  this,  we  shall  give  in 

Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,  and  rajah  Nundcomar.  evidence,  that  whenever  a  peshcush  or  fine  is 

I  wish  your  lordships  to  recollect  this,  by  and  paid,  it  is  a  sum  of  money  publicly  paid,  and 

by,  when  we  shall  bring  before  you  the  very  paid  in  proportion  to  the  grant ;  and  that  the 

same  two  persons,  who  in  the  same  sort  of  sum  is  entered  upon  the  very  grant  itself.   Wo 

transaction,  and  in  circumstances  exactly  si-  ^all  prove  the  nuzzer  is,  in  the  same  manner, 

milar,  or  very  nearly  so,  were  candidates  (or  entered,  and  that  all  legal  fees  are  endorsed 

the  (avoUr  of  Mr.  Hastings.  upon  the  body  of  the  grant,  (or  which  they  are 

My  knds,  our  next  step  will  be  to  show  you,  taken :  and  tliat  they  are  no  mmre  in  the  East 
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than  in  the  West,  any  kind  of  coloiir  or  pre-  another.  Thoee,  who  tnut,  that  they 
tAticA  for  corrupt  acts,  which  are  known  by  the  find  in  men  uncommon  and  heroic  virtues,  are 
circumstance  oTdieir  boin^ clandestinely  taken,  themselves  endeavouring  to  have  nothing  paid 
and  which  are  adcnowledged  and  confened  them  but  the  common  returns  of  the  worst  parts 
to  be  illegal  and  corrupt.  Having  stated,  that  of  human  infirmity. — and,  therefore,  I  shall 
Mr.  Hastings,  in  some  of  the  evidence,  that  we  show  your  lonlahips,  that  the  company  did  pro- 
shall  produce,  endeavours  to  confound  these  vide  large,  ample,  abundant  means  for  support- 
three  things,  I  am  only  to  remark,  that  the  nu>-  ing  the  goverour>general  >>that  Lord  Olive,  ia 
m  is  generally  a  very  small  sum  uf  money,  the  year  1765,  and  the  council  with  him,  of 
that  it  sometimes  amounts  to  one  gold  mohr  ;  which  Mr.  Sumner,  I  am  glad  and  proud  to 
that  sometimes  it  is  l^ss,  and  tliat,  in  all  the  say,  was  one,  did  fix  such  an  allowance  as 
records  of  the  company,  I  have  never  known  they  thought  a  sufficient  security  to  the  gover- 
it  exceed  one  gold  mohr,  or  about  thirty^five  nour-eenerat  against  the  temptations  attendant 
shillings ;  passing  by  the  fifty  gold  mohrs,  which  up<m  his  situation  ;  and,  therefore,  afler  they 
were  given  to  Mr  Hastings  by  Cheit  Sing,  and  had  fixed  this  sum,  they  say, — "  that  although 
a  hundred  goM  mohrs,  which  were  given  to  by  this  means  the  goveniour  will  not  be  able 
the  Mogul,  as  a  nuzzer,  by  Mahomed  AH,  to  amass  a  million  or  half  a  million  in  the 
nabob  of  Arcot.  space  of  two  or  three  years,  yet  lie  will  ao- 

The  company  seeing  that  this  nuzzer,  though  quire  a  very  handsome  independency,  and  be 
small  in  each  sum,  might  amount  at  last  to  a  in  that  very  situation,  which  a  roan  of  honour 
large  tax  upon  the  country,  (and  it  did  so  in  and  true  zeal  for  the  service  would  wish  to 
fact)  thought  proper  to  pn^ibit  any  sum  of  possess.  Thus  situated,  he  may  defy  all  op- 
money  to  be  taken  upon  any  pretext  whatever ;  position  in  council ;  he  will  have  nothing  to 
and  the  company,  in  the  year  1775,  did  ex*  ask;  nothbg  to  propose  but  what  he  wishes 
prestdy  explode  the  i^ole  doctrine  of  peshcush,  for  the  advantage  of  his  empk>yerB :  ho  may 
nuzzer,  and  every  other  private  lucrative  emo-  defy  the  law,  because  there  can  be  no  ibun- 
lument,  under  whatever  name  to  be  taken  by  dation  for  a  bill  of  discovery ;  and  he  may  defy 
the  govemour-general :  and  did  expressly  send  the  obloquy  of  the  world,  because  there  can 
out  an  order,  that  that  was  the  construction  of  be  nothing  censurable  in  his  conduct.  In  shor^ 
the  act ;  and  that  he  was  not  even  to  take  a  if  stability  can  be  insured  to  audi  a  govern- 
nuzzer.  Thus  we  shall  show,  that  that  act  ment  as  this,  where  riches  have  been  acquired 
had  totally  cut  op  the  whole  system  of  bribery  in  abundance  in  a  small  space  of  time,  by  all 
and  corruption ;  and  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  ways  and  means,  and  by  men  with  or  without 
sort  of  colour  whatever  for  taking  the  money,  capacities,  it  must  be  effected  hy  a  govemoor 
which  we  shall  prove  he  has  taken.  thus   restricted.*' — That  is,  a  govemoor  r»- 

I  know  that  positive  prohibitions,  that  acts  stricted  from  every  emolument  but  that  of  his 

of  parliament,  that  covenants,  are  things  of  salary.    I  must  remark,  that  this  salary  and 

very  little  validly  indeed,  as  long  as  all  the  these  emoluments  were  not  settled  upon  the 

means  of  corruption  are  lefl  in  power,  and  all  vague  speculations  of  men  taking  the  measora 

the  temptations  to  corrupt  profit  are  lefl  in  of  their  necessities  for  India  from  the  manners 

poverty.    I  should  really  think,  that  the  com-  of  England;  but  it  was  fixed  by  the  council 

pany  deserved  to  be  ill  served,  if  they  had  not  themselves ;  fixed  in  India :  fixed  by  those,  who 

annexed  such  appointments  to  great  trusts  as  knew  and  were  in  the  situation  of  the  gover- 

might  secure  the  persons  entrusted  from  the  nour-general,  and  who  knew  what  was  noMS* 

temptations  of  unlawful  emolument ;  and,  what  sary  to  support  his  dignity  and  to  preserve  him 

in  all  cases  is  the  greatest  security,  given  a  from  the  temptation  of  corruption :  and  they 

lawful  gratification  to  the  natural  passions  of  have  laid  open  to  you  such  a  body  of  advan- 

men.    Matrimony  is  to  be  used  as  a  true  re-  tage  arising  from  it,  as  would  lead  any  man, 

roedy  against  a  vicious  course  of  profligate  who  had  a  regard  to  his  honour  or  conscience, 

manners:  fair  and  lawful  emoluments,  and  the  to  think  himself  happy  in  having  such  a  prt>> 

just  profits  of  office,  are  opposed  to  the  unlaw-  vision  made  for  him,  and,  at  the  same  time, 

fol  means,  which  might  be  made  use  of  to  sup-  every  temptation  to  act  oorrupdy  removed  fitt 

ply  them ;  for,  in  truth,  I  am  ready  to  agree  that  fiom  him. 

fur  any  man  to  expect  a  series  of  sacrifices        The  emoluments  of  the  office,  though  re- 

withoui  a  return  in  blessings,  to  expect  labour  duced  from  the  original  plan,  which   Laid 

without  a  prospect  of  reward,  and  fiitigue  with  Olive  had  proposed,  may  be  computed  at  near 

out  any  means  of  securing  rest,  is  an  unrea-  £.30,000  a  year,  w^en  Mr.  Hastings  was  prs- 

sonable  demand  in  any  human  creattu«  firom  sident ;  £J&fiOO  in  certain  moneV)  and  the 
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rest  in  other  adnntaget.    Whaterer  it  was,  That  sitaation,  triiicb  wu  to  aflbid  bin  a 

I  have  show  i,  thtt  it  was  thought  sufliciaQt  oomfortable  fertom  in  a  few  years,  be  has 

by  those,  who  were  the  best  judges,  and  who  held  for  many  yean  ;  and  therefore  he  has  not 

in  earring  for  others,  were  cariring  for  them-  one  evnise  to  make  for  himeelT:  but  I  shall 

•elves  their  own  allowance  at  the  time.    Bm,  show  j^ifn  lordships  mueb  greater  and  stroogf  r 

my  lords,  I  am  to  give  a  better  opinion  of  the  proofs,  that  will  lean  lieaTy  upon  bun  in  the 

auflliciency  of  that  provision  to  guard  agaiMt  day  of  your  sentence.    The  6rat,  the  peculiar 

the  temptation,  out'  of  Mr.  H«rtings's  own  trust  Unit  was  put  in  him,  was  to  redress  all 

mouth.    He  says,  in  his  letter  to  the  court  of  those  grievances. 

directors,  "Although  I  disclaun  the  eonsi-  My  loids,  I  have  stated  to  you  the  condi 

deration  of  my  own  interest  in  these  specula-  tion  of  India  in  1765.  You  may  auppose,  that 

tionsf       *'******       1 1^^^  ||je  means,  that  were  taken— the  regulations, 

catdied  the  desire  of  applause  in  public  life."  that  were  made  by  the  company  at  tlut  period 

Here  Mr.  Hastings  confesses,  that  the  of  tine,  bad  operated  their  effect ;  and  ^hat 

mnoJoments  affixed  to  oflice  were  not  only  by  the  beginning  of  the  year  1772,  when  Mr. 

sufficient  for  the  purposes  and  ends,  which  the  Hastings  came  first  to  his  government,  these 

nature  of  his  office  demanded,  and  the  support  evils  did  not  then  require,  perhaps,  so  vigo- 

of  present  dignity,  but  that  they  were  su^  rous  an  example  or  so  much  diligence  in  pulp 

ficient  to  secure  him,  in  a  very  few  years,  a  tmg  an  end  to  them:  but,  my  k>rds,  I  have  to 

comfortable  retreat ;  but  his  oogee:,  in  wishing  abow  you  a  very  raefamcholy  truth,  that,  nol> 

to  hold  his  office  long,  was,  to  eaieh  applamm  wititstanding  all  these  means,  the  company 

M  ptibHe  life.    What  an  unfortunate  man  is  ^na  of  opinion,  that  all  these  disorders  had  In- 

he,  who  has  so  often  told  us,  in  so  many  places,  creased ;  and,  accordingly,  they  say,  "  With* 

•ad  through  so  many  mouths,  that,  aAer  four-  out  entering  into  aU  the  grievous  circurastancea 

teen  yenn*  possession  of  an  office,  which  was  of  this  letter,"  [which  was  wrote  on  the  lOth 

to  make  him  a  comfortable  fortune  in  a  few  of  April  177S:] — '*  we  widi  we  could  refiile 

years,  he  is  at  length  bankrupt  in  fortune,  and,  the  observation,  that  aknost  every  attempt 

NT  his  applause  in  public  life,  is  now  at  your  naade  by  os  and  our  administration  at  your  pre* 

lordships' bar,  and  his  accuser  is  his  country,  sidency  for  reforming  abuses  has  rather  increa^ 

This,  my  kirds,  is  to  bo  unfortunate ;  but  there  ed  then,  and  added  to  the  mieecy  of  a  oountrr 

are  some  misfortunes,  that  never  do  or  ever  we  are  so  anxious  to  protect  and  cherish." 

can  arrive  but  through  crimes.    He  was  a  do-  They  say,  that  *<  when  oppression  pervades 

aerter  from  the  path  of  honour;  at  the  turning  the  whole  country,  when  youths  have  beea 

of  the  two  ways,  he  made  a  glorious  choice  ;  auffisred,  with  impunity,  to  exercise  sovereign 

he  caught  at  the  applause  of  ambition-^hich  jurisdiction  qrer  the  natives,  and  to  acquire 

though  1  am  ready  to  consent  is  not  virtue,  rapid  fortunes  by  monopolising  of  commerce, 

yet  sorely  a  generous  amMiion  for  applause  it  cannot  be  a  wonder  to  os  or  j^punelves^ 

for  public  services  in  life  is  one  of  the  best  that  Dadney  merchants  do  not  come  forward 

counterfeits  of  virtue,  and  supplies  its  place  to  contract  with  the  company,  that  the  rnann* 

in  some  degree ;  and  it  adds  a  lustre  to  r<tal  factiares  find  their  way  through  foreign  chan- 

virtue  where  it  exists  as  the  substratum  of  it  neis,  or  that  our  inveaunents  Are  at  once  enoi^ 

Human  nature,  while  it  is  made  as  it  is,  never  moosly  dear,  and  of  a  debased  quality.    **  It 

can  wholly  repudiate  it  for  its  imperfection,  ia  evident  then,  that  the  evils,  which  have 

because  there  is  somethuig  yet  more  perfect,  been  so  deatructive  to  os,  lie  too  deep  for  any 

But  what  shall  we  say  to  the  deserter  of  that  partial  plans  to  reach  or  correct;  it  is  there* 

cause,  who,  having  glory  and  honour  before  fore  our  resolution  to  aim  at  the  root  of  thoae 

him,  has  chosen  to  phinge  himself  into  the  evils,  and  we  are  happy  in  having  reason  to 

downward  road  to  sordid  riches  1  believe,  that  in  every  just  and  necessary  re- 

My  lords,  I  have  shown  the  grievances,  gulatioo  we  ahall  meet  with  the  approbation 

that  existed.    I  have  shown  the  means,  that '  and  support  of  the  legislature,  who  consider 

existed  to  put  Mr.  Hastings  beyond  a  temp-  the  public  as  material^  intersMed  in  the  con^ 

tation  to  those  practices,  of  which  we  aecose  puy's  prosperity." 

him,  even  in  his  own  opinion,  if  he  will  not  This  is  to  show  your  lordships^  that  Mr. 

follow  bis  example  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Hastings  was  armed  with  great  powers  to  ooi^ 

and  disavow  this  letter,  as  he  has  done  his  de-  rdct  great  abases,  and  that  there  was  reposed 

fence  before  them,  and  say  he  never  wrote  it.  in  him  a  special  trust  for  that  purpose.    And 

now  I  ahall  show,  by  thelwsniy-fifib  paragraph 

t  Document  not  fonnd.  of  the  same  ieiier,  that  thej  iniruMad  Mr* 
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HMtii^  with  Ihb  very  grettpowwfraniMMM  den  llnwiglMMt  die  eswtry :  tbara  wen  ia». 

pvtieulcr  hope  Ihey  ImmI,  not  only  of  hit  ab-  vim  at  lh»  nne  liino  ciicumstmnocs  in  tho 

■laiiHBff  hnaielf,  which  it  »  thing  taken  ibr  itate  oT  the  goveranMot,  upoa  which  ibiej 

grantedf  but  ^  hw  reelraiai^;  abif  throagh  thought  it  neceenry  to  make  new  regulatiom. 

erery  part  of  the  aemoe ;  aod  therefere,  ihmr  The  famine,  which  prevailed  in,  and  devaa- 

tay,  **  that  in  order  to  eflhctuatethia  great  end,  tated  Bengal,  and  ihe  ill  uee,  that  waa  made 

the  fint  atep  mot  be  to  reotore  peiiect  ob^  of  that  canity  to  aggravate  the  distreaa  for 

dience  and  due  niionlination  to  your  ndni-  the  advantage  of  individuala,  produced  a  great 

niatration.    Our  goveraour  ahd  coaoeil  unrt  many  oomplaiata:  eome  true,  soaae  exagge- 

re-aarameand  enrciae  their  delegated  pawera  rated ;  but  uoiveraally  spread,  as  I  heUeve  is 

upon  ovary  jurt  occasion;  punish  deUnqueaH,  in  ihe  memory  of  those,  who  are  not  ¥07 

cherish  (he  flMritorioiii,  disooantenaaee  that  young  among  us.    This  oblif^  the  company 

horary  and  dissipation,  which,  to  the  repreneh  to  a  very  seriouB  oonsideradon  of  an  afiair, 

of  government,  pravailed  in  BengaL  Our  pre-  wiuch  dishonoured  and  disgraced  their  go- 

iident,  Mr.  Hastings,  we  tnist,  wiU  set  dm  vemment,  not  only  at  home,  but  ibrou^  all 

eiam|rie  of  temperance,  oBconomy,  and  appli-  the  couatriea  in  Europe,  much  mora  than  per- 

eation ;  and  upon  this,  we  are  aeaaihliB,  miieh  bapa  even  mors  grievous  and  real  oppreaaions^ 

will  depend.    And  here  we  take  occaaaon  to  that  were  exereiaed  under  them.  It  had  alana* 

indulge  the  pleasve  we  hava  in  acknowled^  ed  their  feelings,  it  had  been  marked,  and  had 

big  Mr.  Haaiings's  servieas  upon  the  coast  uf  called  the  attention  of  the  public  upon  tham  in 

Ooromandel,  in  oonstmctnig  with  ecpial  laboor  an  eminent  manner. 

•od  abiKty  the  plan,  which  has  ao  much  in*  Tour  lordships  remeodicrtbedeadi  of  Jaflkr 

proved  our  nvesttnenta  tbers;  tnd  as  we  am  Ally  KhAn,  the  first  of  those  aoubahs,  who  in- 

penoaded  he  will  pwacvwe  in  the  same  laud»>  trowed  the  Kuf^ish  power  into  BengaL  Ha 

bie  pumic  through  every  branch  of  our  a&ifi  (tied about  (bur or  five  years  before  this  period; 

n  Bengal,  he,  in  return,  may  depend  on  the  he  was  succeeded  by  two  of  his  sons,  who 


■leady  support  and  favour  of  his  employen."    eeeded  to  one  another  in  a  very  rapid 

Here  are  not  only  lawa  to  reamia  abuse;  bora    aion.    The  first  was  the  person,  of  whom  we 


•re  not  only  sattrias  to  prevent  the  tempt»>  have  read  an  acoouitt  to  you.    He  waa  the 

lion  to  it;  but  here  are  piaisso  to  animate  and  natural  son  of  the  nabob  by  a  person  calSed 

encourage  hhn ;  here  ia  what  vary  few  men,  Munny  Begum,  who,  for  the  oonrupt  gifta,  the 

even  b^  in  oilier  respects,  have  resiatad ;  cacumstanoee  of  which  we  have  recited,  had, 

bare  is  a  great  trust  put  hi  him  to  call  upoa  in  prejudice  of  the  lawiiil  issue  of  the  nabob, 

bira  with  particular  vigour  and  exertion  to  been  raised  to  the  munuid;  but  as  bastard  slipi^ 

prevent  aU  abuare  through  the  aettleroeiit,  itissaidinKingRichard  (an  abuaeof  aacrip- 

and  particularly  theee  aboeea  of  oomiption.  ture  phrsae)  do  not  lake  deep  root,  this  bastard 

MuehtRMt  ispi«inhialhigality,hiaorder,hii  slip  Nudjheem  l5owla  ahorUy  died,  and  the 

nanagement  of  his  private  a&ira;  and  fitan  legitimate  son  Syel  O'Dowiah  succeeded  him. 

Ihenoe  they  hopO)  that  he  would  not  rain  his  own  After  him  another  legitimate  aon  Mobareck  nl 

ibrtune,  but  imprare'  it  by  hononiable  maam  ;  Dowlah  succeeded  in  a  minority.  When  I  sar 

and  teach  the  company's  aerrants  the  same  saoaMifd,  I  wish  your  lordships  to  understand, 

order  and  management,  in  order  to  free  them  that  there  ia  no  regular  suooesaion  in  the  office 

from  temptation  to  rapacity  ia  their  own  pai^  of  soubah,  or  viceroy  of  the  kingdom ;  but, 

tieular  situations.    There  have  been  known  to  in  general,  suooession  baa  been  considered, 

be  men,  otherwiae  corrupt  and  vicious,  who,  and  peraoni  have  been  put  in  that  pfa^e  upon 

when  great  trust  was  put  ia  them,  have  called  aome  princif^es  resembling  a  regular  suocea- 

ferth  principleo  of  honour  latent  in  thev  minds;  aion.  Thatregularsucceasion  had  been  broken 

and  men,  who  were  nursed  in  amanner  inoot^  in  favour  ttf  a  natural  son,  and  the  mother  of 

ruptioa,  have  been  not  only  great  rsformara  by  that  natural  aon  did  obtain  the  superiourity  in 

institution,  but  greater  rsArmers  by  the  earn-  the  female  part  of  the  family  for  a  time, 

pie  of  their  own  candwft.  Then  I  am  to  show.  In  consequence  of  theae  two  drcumataaoes, 

that  aoon  after  his  coming  to  diat  government,  namely,  the  Amine,  and  the  abuses,  that  were 

there  were  nreans  given  hbn  inatandy  of  rea-  auppoeed  to  ariee  from  it ;  and  from  the  dr- 

iKmg  thoee  hopes  and  expectationa  by  puttuig  camstance  of  the  minority  of  Mobareck  «i 

^  h^^'Mffa  several  aidoooiand  aevenU  dif-  Oowlah,  who  now  reigns  or  appean  to  reign, 

floult  oonmuiiiaos.  in  consequence  of  these  two  circumsianooa, 

My  lords,  m  die  year  1771,  the  company  the  company  give  two  sets  of  orders. 

hndrMiaiied  abnnlag advicaa of  Mny  dbor^  The  lint  order  related  to  Mahomed  R 
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gton,  wfco  WM  (m  yof  IwdiMpi  r&mtmktr    rf tht  wpptrt  of  piiiwpl|oB ;  for  m  wo  know, 
I  took,  in  the  begyraiag  of  tkii  aflair»  mniw     chat  witnewM  nay  b«  perjured;  andi  as  we 


of  exfJaminf )  lord  defmtjr  of  the  province  mi>     kaow,  that  rInrwiwU  can  be  forged,  we  hare 
der  the  natiTe  government,  the  Bnglkh  heM-    receune  m  a  known  principle  in  the  laws  of 


ing  the  dewannee ;  and  depulj  dewea,  or  hi^     all  coontriee,  that  circumetanoee  cannot  lie ; 
steward,  under  the  name  of  the  Engliah,  and    and,  therefore,  if  the  teetiroooy,thatig  given, 


had  the  command  of  die  whole  te venae ;  and  was  ever  no  clear  and  positive,  yet,  if  it  is 

who  was  Accused  before  the  eenpany  (the  eentnry  to  the  ciscumitances  of  tbs  country ; 

channel  of  which  accnsatien  we  now  learn)  if  it  ia  cgntwiiy  lo  the  circumstances  of  the 

of  having  aggravated  that  famtae  by  a  msao*  foeki,  to  wUoh  it  alludes ;  if  the  deposition  is 


poly  for  his  own  benefit.    The  oonpany,  li^MO  lotaUy  adverse  aad  alien  lo  the  characters  of 

these  kwee  and  general  charges,  ordered,  that  the  petaoaa ;  then  I  will  say,  that  though  the 

ho  should  be  divested  of  his  oAee,  that  he  iHstiiaonine  should  be  many,  though  they  should 

should  be  broaght  down  to  Caleiitta,  and  there  be  coasirtoat,  though  they  should  be  clear,  yet 


be  obliged  to  render  an  aeooont  of  his  ooa-     they  wiUstiU  leave  some  degree  of  hesitation  and 
dud.  dnditapeaevery  mind  timorous  in  the  execulioa 


The  next  regulation  they  made  was  ee»>    ofjuBtioe,aseverymindougbttobe.  U^for  in- 
coming the  efieetive  government  of  the  eoua-    staaee,  tea  witnenes  were  U>  swear,  that  the 


try,  wbid)  was  become  vacant  by  die  reoioval    chisf  justice  of  Knglanri»that  the  lord  highchan- 
of  Mahomed  Reta  Khfta.    The  oflicsB  which    celiour,  or  the  arrhhisbiy  of  Canterbury,  was 

he  held  were  in  effect  these>-he  wu  guar*  seen  ia  the  rohes  of  his  fiBiction,atnaottday, 

dian  to  the  nabob  by  die  appointmsnt  of  the  lokhing  opoa  thehigbway^  it  isoottheclearaeai, 
company ;  he  had  the  care  and  maaagemoatof     the  weight,  the  auUHrity  of  isstimonies,  that 

his  family;  he  had  the  care  of  the  pidilic  could  antkesse  believe  it;  I  should  attrtbule  ills 

justice;  vid  he  ropressated  that  shadow  of  any  cause,  either  comiption,  misrsk<s  errour,or 

government  to  foreign  nations,  which  it  was  smdaeas,  rather  than  believe  that  foct.    Why? 

the  policy  of  the  company,  at  that  tasM,  to  becaase  it  is  tolaUj  aliea  to  the  character  of 

keep  op.    This  was  the  person,  whom  Mr.  the  persons,  the  situation,  the  circumstances, 

Hastings  was  ordered  to  lemove ;  ia  ooose  and  io  all  the  rules  of  probability.    But  if,  on 

quence  of  which  removal  all  these  efioes  were  the  contrary,  the  crisM  charged  has  a  perfect 

to  be  supplied— of  guardian  of  the  nahob^s  relaiioa  with  the  penoa,  with  his  known  oo»- 

person,  and  manager  of  his  fomtly ;  ef  chief  duct,  with  hts  known  habits,  with  the  situation 

magistrate,  and  of  representative  of  the  fdlen  aad  cirounMilaAces  of  the  place,  that  he  is  in, 

dignity  of  the  native  govennnent  to  the  foreign  and  with  the  very  corrupt  inheroat  nature  of 

nations,  which  traded  to  Bengal.  the  ant,  that  he  doea,  then  much  less  proof 

To  these  orders  was  added  an  insiniotioB  of  than  we  are  ahio  to  produce  will  serve ;  and 

a  very  retoarkaUe  nature,  which  was  a  third  aoeording  to  the  nature  and  strength  of  the 

trust,  that  was  given  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  duit  pcesumptioas  arising  from  the  inherent  nature 

during  the  nabob's  mhwrity  he  should  rednce  of  a  vicious  principle,  aad  vicious  motives  la 

the  annua]  allowance,  which  was  thirty-two  the  act,  will  be  strengthened  the  weakest  ev^ 

lacks,  to  sixteen ;  and  that  to  prevent  the  dence,  or,  if  it  comes  to  a  sufficient  height, 

abuse  of  this  restricted  som,  and  to  prevent  its  the  whole  bunhea  of  proof  will  be  tunied  upon 

beug  directed  by  the  Hamster's  authority  io  the  party  acoiwed     And  thus  we  shall  think 

other  purposes  than  that,  for  which  the  oooi*  oursehres  hound  to  show  your  lordships,  ia 

pany  allowed  it,  (that  is  to  say,  aUowed  hkn  every  step  of  this  proceedmg,  that  there  is  an 

out  ofwhat  was  bis  own)  of  these  sixteen  lacks  inherant  presumption  of  corruption  m  every 

an  account  was  to  be  regtdarly  kept  as  a  check  acL    We  shall  show  the  presumptions,  which 

upon  the  person  so  appointed,  which  acoount  preceded:  we  shall   show  the  presumptions, 

was  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  Cakutta.  and  which  aooompaaied  the  proof;  and  these,  with 

to  be  sent  to  England.  the  subsequent  presumptions,  will  make  it 

Now,  we  are  to  show  your  lordships,  what  impossible  lo  disbelieve  them.    Such  a  body 

Mr.  Uutings's  conduct  was  upon  all  thsso  of  proof  was  never  given  upon  any  such  ooca- 

occasions;  and,  for  this,  we  mean  to  produce  sion;  and  it  is  such  proof  as  will  prevail  against 

testimony  recorded  in  the  company's  books,  ths  whole  voioe  of  corraptioo,  that  amaziqg, 

and  authentic  documents  taken  from  the  pid>-  active,  diligent,  apreading  vowe,  which  has 

lie  offices  of  that  country.  '  At  the  same  tisM  been  made,  by  busing  in  every  pact  of  this 

I  do  admit,  that  there  never  was  a  positive  eonatry,  sometimes  to  sound  like  iho  public 

testimony,  that  did  not  stand  somediing  in  need  voioB ;  it  will  put  it  to  sUenee  by  abowing^  thai 
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your  lonMit|N  havs  praeaMlad  upon  the  ■tro»*  powari  and  confiding  in  hig  jortioe,  pradeoea, 

geet  evidence,  netiTe  and  paaiiTe.  and  impartiality,  not  to  abuse  a  tnist  or  nich 

First,  Mr.  Haatiagi  receired  a  poeitiva  delicacy.    But,  we  ehall  prove  to  your  lord- 
order  to  seize  upon  Mahomed  Rexa  Kh&n.  ships,  that  Mr.  Hastings  thought  it  necessary 
That  order  he  encuted  with  a  military  promp-  to  turn  out,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
titude  of  obedience,  which  will  show  your  several  hundreds  of  pe<^le  for  no  other  reason, 
lordships,  what  are  the  services,  which  are  con-  than  that  they  had  been  put  in  their  employ- 
genial  to  his  own  mind,  and  which  6nd  in  ments  by  that  very  man,  whom  the  English 
him  always  a  ready  acquiescence ;  a  &ithful  government  had  fitrmerly  placed  there.    U  wt 
agent,  and  a  spirited  imtmraent  in  the  ex^"  were  to  insist,  that  we  could  not  possibly  try 
ention.     The  very  day  after  he  received  the  Mr.  Hastings,  or  come  at  his  widiednen, 
ordw,  he  sent  up,  pri*atdy,  without  com-  until  we  had  eradicated  his  influence  in  Ben- 
municating  with  the  council,  from  whom  he  nl,  and  left  not  one  man  in  it,  who  was,  dur- 
was  not  ordered  to  keep  this  proceeding  a  ing  his  government,  in  any  place  or  office  what- 
secret ;  he  sent  up,  tnd  found  that  great  and  ever ;  yet,  though  wo  should  readily  admit, 
respectable  man,  and  respectable  magistrate,  that  we  could  not  do  tha  whole  without  it,  at 
who  was   in  all  those  high  offices,  which  I  the  same  time,  rather  than  make  a  general 
have  stated ;  and  if  I  was  to  compare  them  to  massacre  of  every  person  presumed  to  be  un- 
circumstances  and  situations  in  this  country,  I  der  his  influence,  we  would  leave  some  of  his 
should  say,  he  had  united  in  hiraseif  the  dia-  crimes  unproved.    He  did  avow  and  declare, 
racter  of  &al  l<Md  of  the  treasury;  the  cha-  that,  unless  he  Uimed  aU  these  persons  out  of 
racter  of  chiof  justice ;  the  charactor  of  lord  their  offices,  he  could  never  hope  to  come  at  the 
high  chancellour,  and  the  character  of  arch-  troth  of  any  charges  agamst  Mahomed  Reza 
bishop  of  Canterbury;  a  man  of  great  gravity,  KhAn;  against  whom  no  f^>ecific  charge  had 
dignity,  and  authority,  and  advanced  in  years ;  been  made.     Tet  upon  loose  and  general 
bi^  once  £.100,000  a  year  for  the  support  of  charges  did  he  seise  upon  tliia  man,  confine 
his  dignity;  and  had  at  that  time  » J0,000.  him  in  this  manner,  and  every  person,  who  de- 
This  man,  sitting  in  his   garden,  reposing  rived  any  place  or  authority  from  him,  high  oi 
himself  after  the  toils  of  his  situation ;  for  ho  low,  was  turned  out.    Mr.  Hastings  had,  id 
was  one  of  the  most  laborious  men  in  the  world ,  the  company's  orders,  something  to  justL'y  him 
was  suddenly  arrested,  and  without  a  moment's  in  rigour,  but  he  had  likewise  a  prudential 
respite,  dragged  down  to  Cakutta,  and  there  power  over  that  rigour ;  and  he  not  only  treated 
by  Mfk  Hastings  (exceeding  the  ordera  of  the  thu  man  in  the  manner  described,  but  every 
company^  confined  near  two  yeus,  under  a  human  creature  connected  with  him,  as  if  they 
guaid  of  soldiers.     Mr.  Hastings  kept  this  had  been  all  guilty,  without  any  charge  whai- 
great  man  for  several  months  without  even  ever  against  ^em.    These  are  his  reasons  (or 
attempting  the  trial  upon  him.    How  he  tried  taking  this  extraordinary  step. 
him  afterwards  your  lordships  may  probably        '^  I  pretend  not  to  enter  into  the  views  of 
in  the  course  ol  this  business  inquire :  and  you  others.     My  own  were    these.     Mahomed 
will  then  judge  from  the  circumstances  of  Uiat  Reza  KbAn's  influence  still  prevailed  geoe- 
trial,  that,  as  he  was  not  tried  for  his  crime,  rally  throughout  the  country.    In  the  nabob's 
•0  neither  was  he  acquitted  (or  his  inno-  household,  and  at  the  capital,  it  was  scarce 
cence ; — but,  at  present,  I  leave  him  in  that  affected  by  his  present  disgrace.    His  favour 
situation.     Mr.  Hastings,  imknown  to  the  was   still  courted,  and  his  anger   dreaded, 
council,  having  executed  the  orders  of  the  Who,  under  such  discouragements,    wouU 
company  in  the  last  degree  of  rigour  to  this  give   information  or  evidence  against  him  ? 
ubliappy  man,  keeps  him  in  that  situation,  His  agents  and  creatures  filled  every  office 
without  a  trial,  under  a  guard,  separated  firom  of  the  nizamut  and  dewannoe.    How  was  the 
his  country,  disgraced,  and  dishonoured,  and  truth  of  his  cotiduct  to  bo  investigated  by 
hf  Mr.  Hastings's  express  order  not  suffered  tlici*e  ?  It  would  bo  superfluous  to  add  other 
eiihcr  to  make  a  visit  or  receive  a  visitor.  arguments  to  sltow  the  necessity  of  prefacing 

There  was  another  commissiuu  for  Mr.  the  inquiry  by  breaking  his  influence,  remov- 
Hastings  contained  in  these  orders.  The  ing  his  dependants,  and  putting  the  direction 
company,  because  they  were  of  opinion,  that  of  all  the  affairs,  which  had  been  committed 
justice  could  not  be  easily  obtained  while  the  to  his  care,  into  the  bands  of  the  most  power- 
first  situations  of  the  country  were  filled  with  ful  or  active  of  his  enemies." 
this  man's  adherents,  desired  Mr.  Hastings  to  My  lords,  if  uw,  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
displace  them ;  leaving  him   a  vary  krge  were  to  desire  and  to  compel  the  East-India 


\ 

t 


OF  WABRBM  HASTINOS,  ESCt  401 

Oompany,  or  to  ■ddrsM  Hm  erown,  to  remove  wajre,  in  whidi  great  men  io  the  East  eeeore 
aooordiog  to  their  several  sitoalioos  and  se-  men  to  their  interest.  Ho  nerer  trusted  hk 
reral  capacities  wtrj  creature,  that  had  been  ooUeagues  with  the  secret ;  and  the  person, 
pot  into  office  by  Mx.  Hastings,  becmise  wo  that  he  employed  Io  prosecute  Mahomed  Resa 
eould  otherwiso  make  no  inquiry  into  his  con-  Kh&n,  was  his  bitter  enemy,  Nundoomar.  I 
duct,  should  we  not  be  justified,  by  his  own  will  not  go  the  length  of  saying,  that  the  cir- 
example,  in  insisting  upon  the  removd  of  cimistanoe  pf  enmity  disables  a  person  from 
every  creature  of  the  reigning  power  before  being  a  proeecutor ;  under  some  circumstanoea 
wo  could  inquire  into  his  conduct  ?  We  have  it  renders  a  man  inoompetent  to  be  a  witness ; 
not  done  thai,  though  we  feel,  as  he  felt,  great  but  this  I  know,  that  the  circumstance  of  hav* 
disadrantagea  in  proceeding  in  the  inquiry,  ing  no  other  person  to  rely  upon  in  a  charge 
while  OTery  siraaiion  in  Beng^  is  notoriously  agamst  any  man,  but  his  enemy,  and  of  haviag 
held  by  his  creatures,  always  excepting  the  first  no  other  princifde  to  go  upon  than  what  is 
of  all,  but  whid)  we  could  show  is  nothing  on-  supposed  to  be  derived  out  of  that  enmity , 
der  such  circumstances.  Then  what  do  1  infer  must  form  some  oonsidemble  suspicion  against 
firom  this?  fixmi  his  obedience  to  the  orders  the  proceeding:  but  in  this  he  was  justiM  by^ 
of  the  company  carried  so  mudi  beyond  no-  the  company ;  for  Nundcomar,  tbo  great  rival 
cessity,  and  prosecuted  with  so  much  rigour ;  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  was  in  the  wont 
from  the  inquiry  being  suspended  for  so  long  situation  with-  the  company  as  to  his  credit, 
a  time;  from  every  person  in  office  being  This  Nundcomar's  politics  in  the  country 
removed  firom  his  situation;  from  aQ  these  had  been  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  and  by 
precautions  being  used  as  pre&tory  to  the  several  persons  joined  with  him,  cruelly  re- 
inquiry,  when  he  himself  says,  that  after  he  presented  to  the  company;  and  accordingly 
bad  used  alt  these  means,  he  found  not  the  ho  stood  so  ill  with  them  by  reason  of  Mr. 
least  bwiefit  and  advantage  from  them?  The  Hastings's  representations  and  those  of  his 
uso  I  mean  to  make  of  this  is,  to  let  your  predecessoors,  that  the  company  ordered  and 
kirdships  see  the  great  probability  and  pre-  directed,  that,  if  he  couM  be  of  any  use  in  tlie 
■umption,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  finding  himself  inquiry,  into  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn*s  condod^ 
in  the  very  self'same  situation,  that  had  oo-  some  reward  should  be  given  him  suitable  to 
curred  the  year  before,  .when  Nundcomar  was  his  services ;  but  they  caution  Mr.  Hastings 
•old  to  Mahomed  Reza  KIiAn,  of  selling  Ma-  at  the  same  lime  against  giving  him  any  tmati 
homed  Reza  Kh^n  to  Nundcomar,  made  a  which  he  might  employ  to  the  disadvantage  of 
corrupt  use  of  it,  and  that  as  Mahomed  Reza  the  company.  Now,  Mr.  Hastings  begao, 
Kbdn  was  not  treated  with  severity  for  his  before  he  could  experience  any  service  from 
crimes,  so  neither  was  he  acquitted  for  his  him,  by  giving  him  his  reward,  and  not  the 
innocence.  The  company  had  given  Mr.  base  retard  of  a  base  service,  maney^  but 
Hastings  severe  orders,  and  very  severely  had  every  trust  and  power,  which  he  was  prohibits 
he  executed  them.  The  company  gave  him  ed  from  giving  him.  Having  turned  out  every 
no  orders  not  to  institute  a  present  inquiry  ;  one  of  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn's  dependants, 
but  he,  under  pretence  of  business,  neglected  he  filled  ev^ry  office,  as  he  avows,  with  the 


that  inquiry,  and  suffered  this  man  to  languish  creatures  of  Nundcomar.    Now  when  he 

in  prison  to  the  utter  ruin  of  his  fortune.  a  cruel  and  rigorous  obedience  in   the  case 

We  have  in  a  part  shown  your  lordships  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  when  he  breaks 

what  Mr.  Hastings's  own  manner  of  proceed-  through  the  principles  of  his  former  conduct 

ing  with  regard  to  a  public  (}elinquent  is ;  but  with  regard  to  Nundcomar,  when  he  gives  Aim, 

at  present  we  leave  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  Nundcomar,  trust,  whom  he  was  cautioned 

where  bo  was.    Do  your  lordships  think,  that  not  to  trust,  and  when  he  gives  him  that  reward 

there  is  no  presumption  of  Mr.  Hastings  hav-  before  any  serivce  could  be  done ;  I  say,  rnhva 

ing  a  corrupt  yi^  in  this  business,  and  of  his  he  does  this  in  violation  of  the  company** 

having  put  this  great  man,  who  was  supposed  orders  and  his  own  principles,  it  is  the  strongest 

to  be  of  immense  wealth,  under  contributions  ?  evidence,  that  he  now  found  them  in  the  silua- 

Mr.  Hastings  never  trusted  his  coUea^es  in  tion,  in  which  they  were  in  1765,  when  bribes 

this  proceeding,  and   what    reason  does  he  were  notoriously  taken,  and  that  each  par^ 

give  ?  why,  he  supposed,  that  they  must  be  was  mutually  sold  to  the  other,  and  faith  kept 

^bed  by  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn;for,says  he,  as  with  neither.    The  situation,  in  which  Mr. 

I  did  not  know  their  characters  at  that  time,  I  did  Hastings  thus  placed  himself,   should  have 

not  know  whether  Mahomed  Reza  Khiln  had  been  dreaded  by  him  of  all  things,  because  he 

■oC  secured  them  to  hii  interest  by  the  known  knew  it  was  a  situalioo,'  in  which  the  OMit 
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ootn^BOOi  curnipUflB  hai  taktn  pbo*  bo-  mnIi  a  pow«r  cu  mUfy  bt  ooBnitted,  we 

fim.  Irast  to  your  loool  koowlodgo  the  oelecuoo  of 

Therouauothorcircunuloiiee,  which  ■orrei  flome   penon  well  <)iMlifiod  for  the  affaire  of 

to  ebow,  that  in  the  penecutioa  of  theae  groat  fOTonunoDti  and  of  whoee  attachment  to  the 

meo,  and  the  peraoBe  employed  by  ihem,  be  oompaoy  yoa  shall  bo  weU  assured. — Svch 

could  haveno  other  view  than  to  eitort  moa^  pen<a  you  wiQ  recoonmend  to  the  nabob,  to 

from  them.    There  wee  a  person  of  the  namo  suooeed  Mahomed  Resa,  as  minisuir  of  tfao 

of  Shkabroyt  who  had  a  great  ebare  in  tba  gorenuaent,  and   guardian  of  the   nabob's 

coadua  of  the  revomies    of  Bahar.     Mr.  miBori^ ;  and  we  persuade  ourselves,  that 

Hastings,  in  the  letter  to  the  ooaipaBy,  oeaa-  the  nabob  will  pay  such  regard  to  your  recom- 

plaining  of  the  stale  of  their  affain^  and  aayiag,  neodation  as  to  inveet  him  with  the  necessary 

that  there  were  great  and  suspicious  htlawfSfl  power  and  autiiority. 

in  the  kingdom  of  Bahar,  does  not  even  naaae  "  iU  the  advania^,  which  the  acxnpany 
the  name  of  Shitabroy.  There  was  an  £n^  may  receive  from  the  appointment  of  sudi  oki- 
lish  eouneellour,  a  particubu-  friend  of-  Mr.  nister,  will  depend  on  his  readiness  to  promote 
Hastings's  there,  oixler  whose  oontroul  Sbita-  our  views  and  advance  our  interest,  we  a^ 
hroy  ai^.  Without  any  charges,  without  willmg'to  allow  him  so  Uberal  a  gratifkation 
any  orders  from  the  coom>any,  Mr.  Hastings  as  may  excito  his  zeal,  and  insure  his  attach- 
dragged  down  that  same  Shitabroy,  and  in  the  ment  to  the  company ;  we  therefore  empower 
same  ignominioua  prison  he  kept  him  the  same  you  to  giant  to  the  person,  whom  you  shall 
length  of  time,  that  is,  one  year  and  three  think  worthy  of  this  trust,  an  annual  aSow- 
months,  without  trial;  and  when  the  trial  ance,  not  e;toeeding  three  ladis  of  rupees, 
came  on,  there  waa  as  much  appearance  of  which  we  consider  not  only  as  a  muniScent 
collusion  in  the  trial  as  there  waa  of  rigour  reward  for  any  services  ho  shall  render  the 
in  the  previous  process.  This  is  the  manner,  company,  hut  suiScienl  to  enaUe  him  to  sup- 
in  which  Mr.  Hastings  executed  the  command  port  his  station  with  suitable  rank  and  dignity, 
of  the  company  fiv  removing  Mahomed  Rexa  And  here  we  nuist  add,  that  in  the  choice 
Khdn.  you  shall  make  of  a  pecson  to  be  tho  active 

When  a  suooossour  to  Mahomed  Rexa  KhAn  ministor  of  tho  nabob's  government,  we  hope 
was  to  he  appointed,  your  lordships  naturally  and  trust,  that  you  will  ^ow  yourselves  wor> 
expect  6nom  the  character  I  have  given  of  him,  thy  of  the  confidence  We  have  placed  in  you  by 
aod&om  the  nature  of  his  functions,  that  Mr.  being  actuated  therein  by  no  other  motives 
Hastings  wouU  be  particularly  precise,  would  than  those  of  the  public  good,  and  the  safety 
uae  the  utmost  poasible  core  in  nominating  a  and  interest  of  liie  c(Hnpany." 
person  to  succeed  him,  who  mi^t  fulfil  the        My  lords,  here  they  have  given  a  reward, 
ends  and  ol^ects  of  his  employment ;  and  be,  and  they  have  described  a  person  fit  to  soo> 
at  the  same  time,  beyond  all  dmibt  and  sus-  ceed  in  all  capacities  the  man,  ««-hom  they 
picion  of  oocruption  in  any  way  whatever,  had  thought  fit  to  depose.    Now,  as  we  have 
Lei  us  DOW  aee  how  he  fills  up  that  office  thus  seen  how  Mr.  Hastings  obeyed  the  company's 
fmcant.     When  the  company  ordered  Ma-  orders  in  the  manner  of  removing  Mahomed 
homed  Rexa  Khftn  to  be  dispossessed  of  his  Reza  Khiin  from  his  office ;  let  us  see  how  he 
office,  they   ordered  at  the  same  time,  that  obeyed  their  order  for  filling  it  up.   Toor  lerd- 
the  salary  of  his  suocesaour  should  be  reduced;  ships  will  naturally  suppose,  that  he  made  all 
that  J£ 30,000,  was  a  sufficient  recompense  the  orders  of  Mahomedan  and  Hindoo  princes 
for  that  oflSce.    Tour  lordships   will  see  by  to  pass  in   strict  review  before   him ;  that 
the  allowance  for  the  office,  even  reduced  as  it  he  had  considered  their  age,  authority,  dig- 
was,  that  they  expected  some  man  of  great  nity,  (he  goodness   of  their   manners  ;  and 
eminence,  of  great  consequence,  and  fit  for  upon  the  collation  of  all  these  circumsTanoei 
thoee  great  and  various  trusts.    They  cut  off  has  chosen  a  person  fit  to  be  Ji  regent  to  gmvd 
the  dewannee  fivm  it,  that  is,  the  collection  the  nabob's  minori^  from  A  rapacity  what- 
of  the  revrnues ;  and  having  lessened  his  la-  ever,  and  fit  to  instruct  him  in  every  thing, 
boun,  they  lessened  his  reward:  they  ordered,  I  will  give  your  lordships  Mr.  Hastings's  own 
that  this  person,  who  was  to  be  guardian  of  idea  of  the  pers<»  necessary  to  fill  each  of^ 
the  nabob  in  his  minority,  and  who  was  to  fices : 

represent  the  government,  should  have  but         "  That  his  rank  ought  to  be  sudi,  as  at 

jC.90,000.    The  order  they  give  is  this :  least  ought  not  to  wound  the  nabob's  hoooor, 

"  And  that  as  Mahomed  Rexa  KMn  can  no  or  lessen  his  credit  in  the  estimation  of  the 

longer  be  considered  by  us  as  one,  to  whom  people  by  the  maipsterial  oommand. 
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the  new  goudian  mnrt  ttMncM  over  bin ;     mbob  ombb  to  Um  ■nnad,  Uian  was  ao 

with  abilities  and  vigour  of  niod  aqua]  to  iIm     |Touixi  fiir  keeping  this  woman  any  kMiger  in 

wpfiort  o€  that  anthority ;  and  the  world  will     that  liliiatkm ;  and  upon  an  application  of  the 

expect,  that  the  guardian  be  especially  qo»-  company  to  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,  to  Kwm 

lified  by  his  own  acquired  endowmenla  to    who  ought  to  have  the  right  of  superioortiy ; 

discharge  the  doties  of  that  relation  in  the     he  answered,  as  he  ought  to  hare  done,  that 

education  of  his  young  pupil,  to  inspire  him     ifaottgb  all  the  women  i  the  seraglio  ought  to 

with  sentiments  suitable  to  his  birth,  and    have  honour,  yet  the  mother  of  the  nabob 

to  instruct  him  hi  the  principles  of  hisreii-    eoghctohavetbssuperiourityof  iu  Tberefijra, 

gion."  this  vroman  was  removed,  and  the  mother  of 

This,  upon  another  ooeasioo,  is  Mr.  Hai^  the  nabob  was  placed  in  her  situation.  In 
tings's  sense  of  the  man,  who  ought  to  be  Hiat  situation  Mr.  Hastings Ibund  the  seraglio, 
placed  in  that  situation  of  trust,  in  which  the  If  his  duties  had  gone  w(  firther  than  the  re- 
company  ordered  him  to  place  him.  Did  Mr.  gulaiion  of  an  eastern  household,  he  ought  to 
Hastings  obey  that  order  ?  No,  my  kxds,  he  have  kept  the  nabob's  mother  there  by  the 
appointed  no  man  to  fiU  that  office.  What,  roles  of  that  country, 
no  man  at  all  !  No ;  he  appointed  no  person  What  did  he  do?  Not  satisfied  with  giving 
at  alt  in  the  sense,  which  is  mentioned  there,  to  this  prostitute  every  &WNir,  that  she  oooM 
which  constantly  describes  a  person  at  least  of  deeire,  (and  money  most  be  the  natmy'  f4^vet 
(he  male  sex  :  he  appointed  a  woman  to  fill  of  such  a  person)  Mr.  Hastings  dmosea  (he 
that  office ;  he  appointed  a  woman  in  a  ooon-  nabob's  own  mother,  tnms  her  nut  of  tlie  em- 
try  where  no  woman  can  be  seen,  where  no  ploymenti  and  puts  at  the  head  of  the  s»- 
woman  cart  be  spoken  to  by  any  one  without  raglio  this  prostitute,  who  at  the  best,  in  re- 
a  cunam  between  them ;  for  all  these  various  lation  to  him,  could  only  be  a  stepHaother.  If 
duties,  requiring  all  these  qualifications  do-  you  heard  no  more,  do  yeor  loidships  want 
scribed  by  himself,  be  appointed  a  woman,  any  thing  (urther  to  ooanace  yon,  that  thai 
Do  yod  want  more  proof  tlian  this  violent  must  be  a  violenc,  atrocioos,  aad  eermpt  act  f 
transgression  of  the  company's  orders  upon  wppose  it  had  gone  iko  fiother  than  the  sa- 
chat  occasion,  that  some  coniipt  motavo  must  raglio.  But  when  I  call  tiiis  woawa  a  dao- 
have  inflaenced  him  ?  cing  girl,  I  state  somethittg  lower  than  the 

My  lords,  it  is  necessary  for  me  fo  state  Europeans  have  an  idea  of  respeothig  that 
the  situation  of  the  family,  that  you  may  situation.  She  was  bora  a  slave,  bred  a  daa> 
judge  from  thence  of  the  corrupt  motives  of  cing  gid.  Her  dancing  was  not  any  of  those 
Mr.  Hastings's  proceedings.  The  nabob  noble  and  majestic  movements,  which  make 
Jaffier  AH  KhAn  had,  among  the  women  of  part  of  the  entertainmeiM  of  the  most  wne,  of 
his  seraglio,  a  person  called  Mtmny  Begum ;  the  education  of  the  meat  Tirtuous,  which  ioh 
riie  was  a  dancing  girl,  whom  he  had  seen  at  prove  the  manners  without  corrupting  the  mo- 
some  entertainment ;  and  as  be  was  ofa  licen-  rab  of  all  civilized  people ;  andof  whidi,  among 
tious  turn,  this  dancing  girl,  in  the  course  of  ttneivilised  people,  the  professors  have  their 
her  profession  as  a  prostitute,  ro  far  mveigled  duo  share  of  admiration ;  but  these  daaoera 
the  nabob,  that  having  a  cnild,  or  pretending  were  not  decent  to  be  seen,  nor  fit  to  be  rela- 
te have  hod  a  child  by  him,  he  brought  her  ted.  I  shaR  pass  them  by.  Your  lordships 
into  the  seraglio ;  and  the  company's  servants  are  to  suppose  the  lowest  degree  of  in&roy  in 
sold  to  that  son  the  succession  of  that  lather,  occupation  and  situation,  •.'hen  I  tell  you,  that 
This  woman  had  been  soM  as  a  slave ;  her  Munny  Begum  was  a  slave,  and  dancing  girl, 
profession  a  dancer,  her  occupation  a  prosti-  The  history  of  the  Mnany  Begum  is  this : 
tote.  And,  my  lords,  this  woman  having  pot  *<  At  a  village  called  Balcundk,  near  Sekii»> 
her  natural  son,  us  wo  state,  and  shall  prove,  dra,  there  lived  a  widow,  who,  from  her  ^«at 
in  the  placs  of  the  legitimate  ofispring  of  the  poverty,  not  being  able  to  bring  up  her  daugb* 
nabob ;  having  got  him  placed  by  the  com-  ter  Munny,  gave  her  to  a  slave  girl  belonging 
pany's  servants  on  the  musnud,  ahe  came  to  to  Summin  Ally  Cawn,  whose  name  was 
be  at  the  h^ad  of  that  pnrt  of  the  household,  Bissoo.  During  the  space  of  five  years  sho 
which  relates  to  the  trorast' ;  which  is  a  large  lived  at  Shahjehunabad,  and  was  educated  by 
and  considerable  tr.x^  m  a  country  where  Bissoo  after  the  manner  of  a  dancing  girl, 
polygamy  is  admitted,  lUid  where  women  of  Afterwards  the  nabob  Shamut  Jung,  upon  the 
great  rank  may  possibly  be  attended  by  two  marriage  of  Ikram  ul  Dovriah,  brother  to  the 
thousand  of  the  samo  sex  in  infr*'  -  .>ur  sitoa-  nabob  Snrage  ul  Dowlah,  sent  for  Bissoo  Bag's 
tiflfis.  As  soon  as  tho  legitfanate  sod  of  tha  sot  of  dvidng  girb  fimn  Shahjehunabad.  of 
Vol.  III.— 26                                         S 
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which  Miamy  Begani  wmi  one,  and  tSkm^d  to  Mr.  HMtingi  upon  that  oocnnonf    TVi 

them  10,000  rupees  (or  their  ezpeneea,  to  dance  nabob's  unde,  whom  Mr.  Hastings  dedarci 

at  the  wedding.    While  the  ceremony  was  to  be  a  man  of  no  dangerous  ambitioni  no 

celebrating,  ihey  were  kept  bj  the  nabob:  but  alarming  parts,  no  one  quality,  that  could 

some  months  afterward  he  dismissed  them,  possibly  exclude    him  from    that  situation, 

and  they  took  up  their  residence  in  this  city,  makes  ap  l^>p^cation  to  Mr.  Hastings  fot 

Meer  Mahomed  Jaffier  Cawn  then  took  them  that  place,  and  was  by  Mr.  Hasting  rejected, 

into  keeping,  and  allowed  Monny  and  her  set  The  reason  he  gives  for  his  rejection  is, 

fiOOrupees  per  month ;  till  at  length  finding,  becauae  ho  cannot  put  any  man  in  it  without 

tbatMunny  was 'pregnant,  he  took  her  into  danger  to  the  company,  who  had  ordered  him 

his  own  house.    She  gave  birth  to  the  nabob  to  put  a  man  into  it.    One  wouU  imagine  the 

Nijum  ul  Dowlah,  snd  in  this  manner  has  trust  to  be  placed  in  him  was  such  as  enabled 

she  remained  in  the  nabob's  family  ever  him  to  overturn  the  company  in  a  moment 

since."  Now  the  situation,  in  which  the  nabob's  uncle 

Now  it  required  a  very  peculiar  mode  of  Zeteram  O'Dowlah  would  have  been  pbboed, 

selection  tu  take  such  a  woman,  so  circumstan-  was  this ;  he  wouki  have  had  no  troops,  he 

oed  (reeembling  whom  there  was  not  just  such  would  have  had  no  treasury,  he  would  haw 

another)  to  depose  the  nabob's  own  mother  had  no  collections  of  revenue,  nothu^  in  short, 

from  the  superiourity  of  the  househokl,  and  to  that   could  have  made  him  dangerous,  but 

substitute  this  woman.    It  would  have  been  hewooUi  have  been  an  absolute  pensioner  and 

an  abominable  abuse,  and  would  have  implied  dependent  upon  the  company,  though  in  high 

corruption  in  the   grossest   degree,  if  Mr.  oflSce ;  and  the  least  attempt  to  disturb  the 

Hastings  had  sto|^>ed  there ;  he  not  only  did  company,  instead  of  increasing,  wouU  have 

tfiii,  but  he  put  hmr,  this  woman,  in  the  very  been  subversive  of  his  own  power.    If  Mr 

place  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n  ;  he  made  Hastings  should  stiU  insist,  that  there  might 

her  guardian,  he  made  her  regent,  he  made  her  be  dangnr  from  the  appointment  of  a  man,  we 

viceroy,  he  made  her  the  representative  of  the  shall  prove,  that  he  was  of  opinion,  that  there 

native  government  of  the  countlry  in  the  eyes  coukl  be  no  danger  from  any  one ;  that  the 

of  atrangers.   There  was  not  a  trust,  not  a  digi-  nabob  himself  was  a  mere  shadow — a  cif^er, 

nity  in  the  country,  which  he  did  not  put,  and  was  kept  there  only  to  soften  the  English 

during  the  minority  of  this  unhappy  perMn,  government  in  the  eyes  and  opinion  of  the 

her  stepson,  into  the  bandi  of  this  woman,  natives.     My  lords,  I  will  detail  these  dr- 

Reject,  if  you  please,  the  strong  presump-  cumstances  no  further,  but  will  bring  some 

tion  of  corruption  in  disobeying  the  order  of  collateral  proo&  to  show,  that  Mr.  Hastings, 

the  company  directing  him  to  select  a  man  was  at  that  very  time  conscious  of  the  wicked 

fit  to  supply  the  place  of  Mahomed  Reui  Khftn,  apd  corrupt  act  he  was  doing.    For,  besides 

to  exercise  all  the  great  and  arduous  functions  this    foolish  principle   of  policy,  which   he 

of  government,  and  of  justice,  as  well  as  the  gives  as  a  reason  for  defying  the  orders  of 

regulations  of  the  nabob's  household ;  and  die  company,  and  for  instdting  the  country, 

then  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  neither  your  that  had  n«ver  befive  seen  a  woman  in  that 

lordships,  nor  any  man  Uvmg,  when  he  hears  situation,  and  Mi  declaration  to  the  company, 

of  this  appointment,  does  or  can  hesitate  a  that  their   government  cannot  be  supported 

moment  in  concluding,  that  it  is  the  result  of  by  private  justice  (a  &vourite  maxim,  which 

corruption,  and  that  you  only  want  to  be  in-  he  holds  upon  all  occasions)  besides  these 

formed,  what  the  corruption  was.    Here  is  reasons  which  he  gave  for  his  politic  injustice^ 

such  an  arrangement  as,  I  believe,  never  wis  he  gives  the  following ;   the  company   had 

befwe  heard  of— a  secluded  woman  in  the  ordered,  that  £.30,000  should  be  given  to  the 

place  of  a  man  of  the  workl :  a  frntastic  dan-  person  appointed.    He  knew,  that  the  oom- 

oing  gir)  in  the  place  of  a  grave  magistrate :  pany  could  never  dream  of  givii^  this  woman 

a  slave  in  the  place  of  a  woman  of  quality :  a  £30,000  a  yev,  and  he  makes  use  of  that 

oommon  prostitute  made  to  superintend  the  circumstance  to  justify  him  in  putting  her  iv 

education  of  a  young  prince :  tjod  a  step-mo-  that  place ;  for,  he  says,  the  company,  in  the 

ther,  a  name  of  horrour  in  all  countries,  made  distressed  state  of  its  afikirs,  could  never  mean 

to  supersede  the  natural  mother,  firom  whose  to  give  £.30^000  a  year  for  the  ofBoe,  w^ich 

body  the  nabob  had  iqprung !  they  order  to  be  filled ;  and  accordingly,  upon 

These  are  circumstances,  ihal  leave  no  principles  of  oeconomy,  ss  well  as  upon  prin- 

doubt  of  the  grossest  and  most  flagrant  cor-  ciples  of  prudence,  he  sees  thore  could  be  n^ 

ruption :  but  was  there  no  application  made  occasion  for  giving  this  salary,  and  that  it 
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win  be  nved  to  tiie  tompUKj,    But  no  Moner  tlvee  yean  aAer  he  is  desired  to  produce  thie 

had  he  fiveo  her  the  appointment,  than  that  atcconnt?  his  answer  is — **  I  can  sare  the 

appointmMit  became  a  ground  for  giving  her  board  the  trouble  of  this  reference  by  acquaiiH 

that  money.    The  monient  he  had  appointed  ting  them,  that  no  such  accounts  have  ever 

her,  he  oret turns  the   very  principle,  upon  bem  transmitted,  nor,  as  I  can  affirm  witl\ 

which  he  appointed  her,  and  gives  the  £JSO,  most  ccriiin  knowledge,  any  orders  given  for 

000  to  her,  and  the  officers  under  her,  saving  that  purpose,  citiier  to  Goordass,  to  whose 

not  one  shilling  to  the  company  by  this  infa-  office  it  did  not  properly  belong,  nor  to  the  be- 

mous  measure,  which  hejustified  only  upon  the  gnm,  who  had  the  actual  charge  and  respon* 

principle  of  cseonomy.     The  £30,000  was  sibility  of  those  disborsemrots?' 

given,  the  principle  of  opconcmy  vanished,  a  He  has  given  to  this  woman  the  charge  of  aD 

shocking  arrangement  was  made,  and  Bengal  the  disbursdtoents  of  the  company.    The  offi- 

saw  a  dancing  girl  administering  Its  justkse,  eer,  whom  you  would  imagino  would  be  respon- 

presiding  over  all  its  remaining  power,  wealth  sible,  was  not  responsible ;  but,  to  this  prostituto 

and  influence,  exhibiting  to  the  natives  of  the  and  duicing  girl  the  whole  of  the  revenue  was 

country  their  miserable  state  of  degradation,  given.    Whep  he  was  ordered  to  transmit  that 

and  the  miserable  dishonour  of  the  English  account,  he  not  only  did  not  produce  that  ac- 

eompany  in  Mr.  Hastings's  abandonment  <^  all  count,  but  had  given  no  order,  that  it  shouM  be 

his  own  pretences.  kept ;  so  that  no  doubt  can  be  left  upon  3roor 

But  there  is  a  still  stronger  presumption ;  kMvlships'  minds,  that  the  sixteen  laclu,  which 

the  compMiy  ordered,  that  this  person,  who  were  reserved  for  the  support  of  the  dignity  of 

was  to  have  the  mani^ement  of  the  nabob's  the  govenunent  of  that  country,  were  employed 

revenue,  and  who  was  to  be  his  guardian,  for  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Hastings's  having  aeon- 

should ,  keep  a  strict  account,  which  account  stant  bank,  from  which  he  could  draw  every 

should   be  annually  transmitted  to  the  pre-  corrupt  emolument  he  should  think  fit  for  him- 

aidency,  and  by  the  presidency  to  Europe;  self  and  his  associates.    Thus  your  lordships 

and  the  purpose  of  it  was  to  keep  a  oontroul  see,  that  he  appointed  an  ia^>roper  person  to 

upon  the    reduced  e^iensee  of  the  sixteen  Uie  trust  without  any  controul ;  and  that  the 

hidu,  whidk  were  cmlered  in  the  manner  I  very  accounts,  which  were  to  be  the  guardians 

mentioned.     Your  lordships   will   naturally  of  his  purity,  and  which  were  to  remove  su»- 

imagine,  tfiat  that  controul  was  kept  safe ;  no,  picion  from  him,  he  never  so  much  as  directed 

here  is  the  order  of  the  directors,  and  yon  or  ordered.    If  any  one  can  doubt,  that  that 

will  see  how  Mr.  Hastings  obeyed  it.  traraaction  was  in  itself  corrupt,  I  can  only 

''As  the  disbursements  of  the  sums  allotted  say,  that  his  mind  must  be  constituted  in  a 

to  the  nabob  for  the  maintonaoce  of  bis  hous^  mannw  totally  different  from  that,  which  pre- 

hold,  and  family,  and  the  support  of  his  dignity,  vails  in  any  of  the  higher  or  Iqwer  branches 

will  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  minister,  of  judicature  in  any  country  in  the  world, 

who  shall  be  selected  by  you,  conformable  to  The  suppression  of  an  account  is  a  proof  of 

our  preceding  orders,  we  expect,  that  you  will  corruption. 

require  such  minister  to  deliver  annually  to  When  Mr.  Hastings  committed  these  acts 

your  board  «  regular  and  exact  account  of  the  of  violence  against  Mahomed  Reza  KMn, 

application  of  tfie  several  sums  paid  by  the  when  he  pfoceeded  to  make  arrangements  in 

company  to  the  nabob.    This  you  will  strictly  the  company's  affairs  of  fhe  same  kind  with 

examine;  and  we  trust,  that  you  %rill  not  suffer  those,  in  which  comipifon  had  been  before 

any  part  of  the  nabob's  stipend  to  be  appro-  exercised,  he  was  bosnd  by  a  particular  rc- 

priated  to  the  minister's  own  use,  or  wasted  sponsibility,  that  there  should  be  nothing  mys< 

among  the   unnecessary  dependants    of  the  terious  m  his  own  conduct ;  and  that  at  least 

court ;  but,  that  the  whole  amount  be  applied  to  all  the  accounts  should  be  weH  kept.    He  ap- 

the  purposes,  for  which  it  was  assigned  by  us."  pointed  a  ptfrsoa  nominally  for  that  siUmtion, 

Okie  would  have  imagined,  that  after  Mr.  namely,  the  rsjah  Qoordass.    Who  was  he  ? 

Hastings  had  made  so  suspicious  an  arrange-  A  person  acting,  he  says,  under  the  influence 

ment  (I  will  not  call  it  by  any  worse  name)  of  rajah  Nundcomar,  whom  he  had  declared 

he  would  have  Amoved  all  suspicion  with  re-  was  not  (it  to  be  employed  or  trusted ;  all  the 

gard  to  money ;  that  he  would  have  obeyed  the  offices  were  filled  by  him.  But  had  rajah  Qoor- 

company  by  constituting  the  controul,  whidi  dass,  whose  character  is  that  of  an  excellent 

they  had  ordered  to  be  pbced  over  a  man,  ewi  man,  against  whom  there  could  lie  no  reason* 

a  fit  man,  and  a  man  worthy  of  the  trust  coat'  able  objection  on  account  of  his  personal  chsr 

milted  to  him.    But  what  is  his  answsr,  when  meter ;  and  whose  want  of  talents  was  to  be 
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■applied  bj  those  ofNundoooMr ;  (and  of  Ait  knofwing  all  the  leawcw,  Ij  wMA 

parts  Mr.  Hastings  spoke  as  highlj  as  possi-  emoimneiit  may  be  made,  and  eoneealed,  aad 

Ue)  bad  he,  I  saj,  the  management?    No ;  which,  under  pretences  ot  pubKc  good,  wmf 

out  Munny  Begum.    Did  she  keep  any  ac-  be  transferred  into  the  podtet  of  him,  who 

counts  ?  No ;   Mr.   Hastings   was  ordered,  uses  those  pretences.    He  is  resobed,  if  ha 

and  a  very  din^jreeable  and  harsh  order  it  was,  is  innocent,  that  his  innocence  shall  not  pro- 

to  take  away  one  halfofthe  nabob's  allowance,  ceed  from  ignoranoe.     He  well  knows  the 

which  he  had  by  treaty.    I  do  not  charge  Mr.  ways  of  falsifying  the  company's  aeemais;  ha 

Hastings  with  this  reduction ;  he  had  nothing  welt  knows  the  necessities  of  the  natives,  and 

to  do  with  that.    Sixteen  ladis  were  ait  oA*,  he  knows,  that  by  paying  a  part  of  their  duea, 

and  sixteen  loft ;  these  two  sums  had  been  they  will  be  ready  to  give  an  aoi|uillafice  oC 

distributed,  one  fur  the  support  of  the  seraglio,  the  whole.  These  are  parts  of  Mr.  Hastiaga^ 

and  the  di<rntty  of  the  state  ;  the  other  for  the  knowledge,  of  which  your  kwdships  will  soo 

court  establishment,  and  the  household.    The  he  aho  well  knows  how  to  avail  himself. 

sixteen  lacks,  which  was  left,  therefore,  requi-  But,  you  wouki  expect,  when  he  reduead 

red  to  be  ceconomized,  and  well  administered,  the  allowance  to  sixteen  lacks,  and  took  credil 

There  was  a  rigour  in  the  company's  order  re-  to  hiofMelf  as  if  he  had  done  the  thing,  which 

latire  to  it,  which  was,  that  it  should  take  he  professed,  and  had  argued  from  his  rigov 

place  from  an  antedated  time,  thai  is,  a  whole  and  cruelty  his  strict  and  literal  obedience  to 

year  prior  to  the  communication  of  their  order  the  company,  that  he  had  in  reality  dooo  it, 

to  the  nabob.    The  order  was,  that  the  nabob'a  The  very  reverse  *,  for  it  will  be  in  proof,  tha^ 

stipend  should  be  reduced  to  sixteen  lacks  a  after  he  had  pretended  to  reduce  thacompai^a 

year  from  the  month  of  January.  Mr.  Hastings  alknrance,  he  continued  it  a  twetve-OMHitfa 

makes  this  reflection  upon  it,  in  order  lo  leave  from  the  day,  in  which  he  said  he  had  entirely 

no  doubt  upon  your  mind  of  his  integrity  in  executed  it,  to  the  amo«nt  of  £.90,000,  and 

administering  that  great  trust ;  he  says :  entered  a  false  account  of  the  suppression  im 

"Tourordcr  for  the  reduction  of  the  nab<^'s  the  company's  accounts;  and  vdien  he  has 

stipend  was  communicated  to  him  in  the  month  taken  a  credit,  as  under  pretence  of  reducing 

of  December  1771.   He  remonstrated  agauist  that  allowance,  he    paid  £.90,000  more  than 

It,  and  desired  it  might  be  again  referred  to  he  ought.    Can  you  then  have  a  dooN,  after 

the  company.    The  Iraard  entirely  acquiesced  all  these  fhlse  prefencos,  after  all  this  fr»idf 


in  his  remonstrance,  and  the  subsequent  pay-  fabrication  and  suppression,  which  he 

ments  of  his  stipend  were  paid  as  before.    I  tisc  of,  that  that  i>.90,000,  of  which  he  kept  no 

might  easily  hare  availed  myself  of  this  plea,  account,  and   transmitted   no  account,  was 

I  might  have  treated  it  as  an  act  of  the  past  money  given  to  himself  for  his  own  privala 

government,  with  which  I  had  no  cause  to  use  and  advantage  ? 
interfere,  and  joined  in  asserting  tlie  impoesi-        This  is  all,  that  I  thiirit  neoesaary  to  stale 

l:i:...  .^  !_•    j.r •    _^L     <•  1  •  ._ 11..  .1.  .     ' 


bility  of  his  defraying  the  vast  expense  of  his  to  your  lordships  upon  this  monstrous  part  of 

, court  and  househoM  without  it,  which  I  could  the  arrangement ;  and  therefore,  from  his  rigo* 

have  proved  by  plausible   arguments,  drawn  rous  obedience  in  cases  of  cruelty,  and  whera 

from  the  actual  amount  of  nizamut  and  behla  conutnil  was  directed,  from  his  total  disobe* 

establishments ;  and  both  the  nabob  and  begum  dience,  and  firom  his  choice  of  petaons,  from 

would  have  liberally  purchased  my  forbearance,  his  suppression  of  the  accounts,  that  ought  to 

Instead  of  pursuing  tltis  plan,  I  carried  your  have  been  produced ;  and  felsifying  the  ae- 

orders  rigidly  and  literaJly  into  execution.    I  counts,  that  were  kept,  there  arises  a  strm^ 

undertook  myself  the  laborious  and  reproacbfid  inference  of  corruption.    When  your  loidshipa 

task  of  limiting  his  charges,  from  an  excess  of  see  all  this  in  proof,  your  lordships  will  ja»- 

his  former  stipend,  to  the  som  of  his  reduced  tify  roe  in  saying,  that  there  never  was  (fealN 

allowance."  ing  every  part  of  the  arrangement)  such  a 

He  says,  in  another  place,  direct  open  violation  of  any  trust.    I  shall  say 

"  The  stoppage  of  the  king's  trikite  was  an  no  more  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of 

act  of  mme.-j  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦    for  the  rer«ainder."  Munny  Begum. 

My  lords,  I  believe  it  is  a  singular  thVag,  and  My  lords,  here  ended  the  first  scene,  and 

what  your  lordships  have  been  very  little  used  here  'ends  that  body  of  presumption  arising 

to,  to  see  a  man  in  the  situation  of  Mr.  Has-  from  the  transaction,  and  inherent  in  it.    My 

*!ngs,  or  in  any  situation  like  it,  so  ready  b  lonls,  the  next  scefle,  that  I  am  to  bring 

before  you,  is  the  positive  proof  of  corruption 

f  Document  not  found  in  this  transaction,  in  which  I  aio  awe,  y«m 
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airaidy  tae,  U»l  eonvptiaii  nuMt  ezist.    The  my  ^iomUob  of  mara  eariatUy.    I  am  wiU- 

diarga  was  brought  by  a  panoo  in  the  highest  ing,  however,  to  inibrai  the  govaroour-general, 

trust  and  coofidenca  with  Mr.  Haatings,  a  that  though  I  was  totally  uaacquainted  with 

perKMi  employed  in  the  management  of  the  the  oootenta  of  the  paper  I  ha?e  now  delivered 

whole  traoiaclion ;  a  person,  to  whom  the  in  to  the  board,  till  I  heard  it  read,  I  did 

management,  subordinate  to  Munny  Be0im»  apprehend  in  general,  that  it  contained  soma 

of  all  the  pecuniary  transactions,  and  all  the  charge  against  htm.    It  was  this  apprebenaioAi 

arrangementa  made  upon  that  occasion,  was  that  made  me  ao  particularly  cautious  in  the 

intrusted.  manner  of  receiving  the  rajah's  letter.    I  was 

On  the  1 1  th  day  of  March  1775,  Nundcomar  not  acquainted  with  rajah  Nundcomar's  inteo- 

givas  to  Mr.  Francia,  a  member  of  the  council,  tion  </  bringing  in  auch  chargea  as  are  men- 

a  Ghaif»  against  Mr.  Hastings,  consisting  of  tioned  in  the  letter. 

two  parts.    The  firat  of  these  diarges  was  a  "  Warren  Hastinga.— J.  ClaTtfing.— Geo^ 

▼ast  number  of  corrupt  dealings,  with  respect  Monsoo.— P.  Francis." 

to  which  he  was  the  inibnner,  not  the  witness,  Now  what  the  duty  of  Mr.  Hastings  and 

but  to  which  he  indicated  the  modes  of  inquiry  the  council  was  upon  receiving  such  informal 

and  they  are  corrupt  dealings,  as  Mr.  Ha^  tion,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  lord- 

tinga  hima^  states  them,  amounting  to  mil-  ships  from  the  company's  orders :  but,beibra 

lionB  of  rupeea ;  aiod  in  transactions,  every  one  I  read  them,  I  must  observe,  that  in  pursuance 

of  which  imi^es  in  it  the  strongest  degree  of  of  an  act  of  parliament,  which  was  supposed 

corruption.  to  be  made  upon  account  of  the  neglect  of 

The  next  part  waa  of  thoae,  to  which  he  the  company,  as  well  as  the  neglects  of 
was  not  only  an  informer  but  a  witness,  in  their  servants,  and  for  which  general  neglects 
having  been  the  person,  who  himself  trans*  responsibility  was  fixed  upon  the  company  fbt 
aaitted  the  money  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  the  the  future,  while  for  the  present  their  author- 
agents  of  Mr.  Hastings;  and  accordingly  upon  ity  was  suspended,  and  a  parliamentaiy  conn 
this  part,  which  is  the  only  part  vre  charge,  his  mission  sent  out  to  regulate  their  aftaura,  the 
•vidence  is  dear  and  full,  that  he  gave  the  company  did,  upon  that  occasion,  send  out  a 
Money  to  Mr.  Hastings ;  he  and  the  begum  general  code  and  body  of  instructions  to  bo 
(for  I  put  them  together).  He  states,  that  Mr  observed  by  their  servants ;  in  the  S5Ui  para- 
Hastinga  received  for  the  appointment  of  gri4>h  of  which  itis  said, 
Mnnny  Begum  to  the  rajahship  two  lacks  of  "  We  direct,  that  you  unmediately  causa 
ru)»  jes,  or  about  ^SSLfiOO;  and  that  he  received  the  strictest  hiquiiy  to  ba  made  into  aB  op* 
IB  another  gross  sum  one  lack  and  an  half  <^  preasions,  which  may  have  been^  committed 
lupees,  in  all  making  three  lacks  and  an  half,  either  against  the  nativea,  or  Europeans ;  and 
or  about  £.36,000.  This  charge  was  signed  into  all  abuses,  that  may  have  prevailed  in 
by  the  man,  and  accompanied  with  the  ao-  the  coIlectioQ  of  the  revemiea,  or  any  part  of 
count.  the  civil  government  of  the  presidency ;  and 

Mr.  Hasthigs,  on  that  day,  made  no  reflec-  that  you  communicate  to  us  all  information, 

tion  or  obaervation  whatever  upon  this  charge,  which  you  may  be  able  to  leam  relative  there* 

except  that  he  attempted  to  excite  some  su»-  to,  or  to  any  dissipation  or  embezzlement  of 

picion,  that  Mr.  Francis,  who  had  produced  the  oompany*s  money.*' 

It,  was  concerned  in  the  charge,  and  was  the  Yoiv   lordshipa  see  here,  that  there  is  a 

principal  mover  in  it.    He  asks  Mr.  Francis  direct  duty  fixed  upon  th^m  to  forward,  to 

that  day  this  question :  promote,  to  set  on  foot,  without  exception  of 

"  The  goveniour-general  observaa,  as  Mr.  any  persona  whatever,  an  inquiry  into  all  maa- 

Francia  has  been  pleaaed  to  inform  the  board,  ner  of  corruption,  peculation,  and  oppression, 

that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  contents  of  Therefore  this  charge  of  Nundcoraar's  was 

the  letter  sent  in  to  the  board  by  Nundcomar,  a  case  exactly  within  the  company's  orders ; 

that  he  thinks  himself  justified  in  carrying  such  a  change  waa  not  sought  out,  but  was 

his  curiosity  further  than  ho  shou)d  have  per-  actually  laid  before  them ;  Iwt  if  it  had  not 

mitted  himself  without  such  a  previoua  inti  been  actually  laid  before  them ;  if  they  had 

nation ;  and  therefore  begs  leave  to  ask  Mr.  any  reason  to  suspect,  that  such  corruptions 

Francis,  whether  he  was,  before  thb,  acquaint-  existed,  they  were  bound  by  this  order  to 

•d  with  Nundoomar's  inten'.on  of  bringing  make  an  active  inquiry  into  them.    Upon  that 

foeh  charges  againat  him  before  the  board  ?  day  (11th  March  1776)  nothing  further  passed ; 

**  Mr.  Francis.^ As  a  member  of  this  coon*  and,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastinga,  that  charge, 

tU,  I  do  not  deem  myself  obliged  to  answer  as  Ihr  aa  we  find,  mighthaTe  stood  upon  the 
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records  for    erer,  without  bii  makiiig  the    was  every  moans  of  ebBation— every 
smallest  oboerration  upon  it,  or  taking  any    of  comparison— ^very  means   of  crosa  ei- 


one  step  to  el«ar  his  own  character.  But  amining— every  means  of  ocxitroul.  Titers 
Nundcomar  was  not  so  inatteniive  to  his  was  every  way  of  sifting  evidence,  in  which 
duties  as  an  accuser,  as  Mr.  Hastings  vvmm  evidence  could  be  sifted.  Eleven  witnesses 
to  his  duties  as  an  inquirer ;  for  without  a  to  the  transaction  are  referred  to;  all  the  par- 
moment's  delay,  upon  the  first  board  day,  two  ticulars  of  the  payment,  every  ctrcuniptance, 
days  after,  Nundcomar  came  and  delivered  the  tfiat  could  give  the  person  accused  the  ad- 
following  letter :  vantage  of  showing  the  falsehood  of  the  ao- 

**  I  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  you,  in  a  cnsation,  w^n  specified.   Greneral  accusations 

letter  of  the  11th  instant,  an  abstracted  but  may  be  treated  as  calumnies,  but  particular 

true  account  of  the  honourable  govemour  in  accusations,  like  these,  afibrd  the  defendant, 

the  course  of  his  administration.    What  is  if  innocent,  every  possible  means  lor  making 

there  written,  I  mean  not  the  least  to  alter ;  his  defence ;  therefore  the  very  making  no  do- 

fkr  from  it.      I  have  the  strongest  written  fence  at  all  would  prove,  beyond  all  doobt,  a 

vouchers  to  produce  in  support  of  what  I  have  consciousness  of  guilt, 
advanced :  and  I  wish  and  entreat,  for  my        The  next  thing  for  your  lordships'  oqd- 

honour's  sake,  that  you  will  suffer  me  to  a]>-  sideration   is  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Ilastii^ 

pear  before  you,  to  establish  the  fiict  by  an  upon  this   occasion.     You  would   imagine, 

additional  incontestable  evidence."  that  he   wouM  have  treated  the  accuaaiioa 

My  lords,  I  will  venture  to  say,  if  ever  there  with  a  cold  and  manly  disdain :  that  he  would 
vras  an  accuser,  that  appeared  well  and  with  have  challenged  and  defied  inquiry,  and  de- 
weight  before  any  court,  it  was  this  man.  sired  to  see  his  accuser  face  to  fkce.  This 
He  does  not  shrink  from  his  charge  ;  he  is  what  any  man  would  do  in  such  a  sitoatioa. 
ofiered  lo  meet  the  person  he  charged,  face  to  I  can  conceive  very  well,  that  a  man  composed, 
fiice,  and  to  make  good  his  charge  by  his  own  firm,  and  collected  in  himself,  conscious  of  not 
evidence,  and  further  evidence,  that  he  should  only  integrity,  but  known  integrity :  conscious 
produce.  Your  kn-dships  have  also  seen  the  of  a  whole  life  beyond  the  reach  of  suspicion: 
conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  on  the  first  day ;  you  —that  a  man,  placed  in  such  a  situalioo, 
have  seen  his  acquiescence  under  it ;  you  might  oppose  general  character  to  general  ao- 
bave  seen  die  suspicion  he  endeavoured  cusatton,  and  stand  collected  in  himself,  poised 
to  raise.  Now,  before  I  proceed  to  what  Mr.  on  his  own  base,  and  defying  all  the  calumnies 
Hastings  thought  of  it,  I  must  remark  upon  in  the  world.  But  as  it  shows  a  great  and  is 
this  accusation,  that  it  is  a  specific  accusa-  a  proof  of  a  virtuous  mind  to  despise  calumny, 
tion,  coming  from  a  person  knowing  the  very  it  is  the  proof  of  a  guilty  mind  to  de«pise  a 
transaction,  and  known  to  be  concerned  in  it;  specific  accusation,  when  made  before  a  com- 
that  it  was  an  accusation  in  writing,  that  it  petent  authority,  and  with  competent  means 
was  an  accusation  with  a  signature,  that  it  to  prove  it.  As  Mr.  Hastings*s  conduct  was 
was  an  accusation  with  a  person  to  make  it  what  no  man  living  expected,  I  will  venturs 
good,  that  it  was  made  before  a  competent  to  say,  that  no  expression  can  do  it  justice 
authority,  and  made  before  an  authority  bound  but  his  own.  Upon  reading  the  letter,  and  a 
to  inquire  into  such  accusation.  When  he  motion  being  made,  that  rajah  Nundcomar  be 
comes  to  produce  his  evidence,  he  tells  you,  brought  before  the  board  to  prove  the  charge 
first,  the  sums  of  money  given,  the  species,  in  against  the  govemour-general : 
which  they  were  given,  the  very  bags,  in  The  gdvemour  genenJ  enters  the  foOowing 
which  they  were  put,  the  exdiange,  that  was  minute  ;— 

made   by    reducing   them    to   the   standard        **  Before  the  question  is  put,  I  declare,  dat 

money  of  the  country ;  he  names  all  the  per-  I  will  not  suffer  Nimdcoraar  to  appear  before 

sons,  through  whose  hands  the  whole,  trans-  the  board  as  my  accuser.    I  know  what  be- 

action  went,  eight  in  number,  besides  himself,  longs  to  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  first 

Munny  Begum,  and  Goordass,  being  eleven,  member  of  this  administration.     I  will  not 

all  referred  to  in  this  transaction.    I  do  be-  tit  at  this  board  in  the  character  of  a  cnmi- 

iieve,  that,  since  the  beginning  of  the  world,  nal,  nor  do  I  acknowledge  the  members  ol 

there  never  was  an  accusation,  which  was  this  board  to  be  my  judges.    I  am  reduced 

more   deserving  of  inquiry,  because   there  on  this  occasion  to  make  the  declaration,  that 

never  was  an  accusation,  which  put  a  false  I  look  upon  General  Clavcring,  Colonel  Man* 

accuser  in  a  worse  situation,  and  that  put  ton,  andMr.  Francis,  as  my  accusers.    lean* 

ID  honest  defendant  in  a  better;  for  there  not  prove  this  in  the  direct  letter  of  the  law.  bnl 
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is  my  ooMeMBM  I  ivgwd  thorn  «•  tuoh,  tad  of  thu  State  to  make  hiawelf  the  ourinr  of  t 

I  wiU  gtvo  my  raaaona  for  it.    On  thoir  w-  letter,  which  would  be^e  been  much  more 

rival  at  thie  place,  and  on  the  first  formation  properly  coounitted  to  the  hands  of  a  peon  or 

of  the  eouncil,  they  thought  proper  to  take  hircarra,  or  delivered  by  the  writer  of  it  to 

immediate  and  dedsive  measures,  in  oontraf  the  secretary  himselC 

diction,  and  for  the  repeal  of  those,  which  were  *'  Mr.  Francis  has  acknowledged,  <h^  he 

fermedby.me  in  oonjmiction  with  the  last  ad*  apprehended  in  general,  that  it   contained 

■liniBtration.    I  appealed  to  the  court  c^  di-  some  charge  af  aiost  me.    If  the  charge  was 

rectors  from  their  acts.    Many  subsequent  frlse  it  wee  a  libel ;  it  might  have  been  Use 

letters  have  been  transmitted  both  by  them  for  any  thing  that  Mr.  Francis  could  know  to 

mod  me  to  the  court  of  directors.    By  me,  the  contrary,  since  he  was  unacquainted  with 

in  proteetation  against  their  conduct ;  by  them  the  contents  of  it.  .  In  this  instance  therefore 

in  justification  oif  it.    Quitting  this  ground,  he  incurred  the  hazard  of  presenting  a  libel  to 

they  since  appear  to  mc  tohave  chosen  other  the  board ;  this  was  not  a  duty  bekmging  to 

nodes  of  attack,  apparently  calculated  to  di-  his  office  as  a  oouncillour  of  this  State.    I 

vert  my  attention,  and  to  wiiidraw  that  of  the  must  further  inform  the  board,  that  I  have 

public  from  the  subject  of  our  firrt  differences,  been  kng  since  acquainted  with  Nundcomar* 

which  regarded  only  the  measures,  that  were  intentions  of  making  this  attack  upon  me. 

necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service ;  to  at*  Happily  Nundcomar,  among  whose  talents  for 

tacks  directly  and  personally  levelled  at  me  intrigue  that  of  secrecy  is  not  the  first,  has  been 

for  matters,  which  tend  to  draw  a  personal  ever  too  ready  to  make  the  first  publication  of 

and  popular  odium  upon  me :  and  fit  instn>-  his  own  intentions.    I  was  shown  a  paper 

ments  they  have  found  for  their  purpoes,  Mr.  containing    many   accusations   against    me, 

Joseph  Fowke,  Mahrajah  Nundcomar,  Roop-  which  I  was  tokl  was  carried  by  Nundcomar 

narain  Cbowdry,  and  the  ranny  of  Buidwan.  to  Colonel  Moosoo,  and  that  he  himself  was 

*<  It  appears  incontestably  upon  the  records  empk>yed  for  some  hours  in  private  with  Cok>- 

that  the    chaiges,  preferred  by  the  ranny  nel  Mooeon,  explaining  the  native  of  those 

against  me,  proceeded  from  the  office  of  Mr.  charges. 

Fowke ;  all  the  paper*,  transmitted  by  her,  "  I  mention  only  what  I  was  told ;  but  as 

came  in   their  original  form  written  in  the  the  rest  of  the  report,  which* was  made  to  me, 

English  language,  some  with  Persian  papers,  corresponds  exactly  with  what  has  happened 

ef  which  they  were  suppoeed  lo  be  truisla-  since,  I  hope  I  shall  stand  acquitted  to  my 

tions,  but  all  strongly  marked  with  the  charac-  superiours  and  to  the  worM  in  having  given  so 

tor  and  idiom  of  the  English  language.    I  much  credit  to  it,  as  to  bring  the  circumstance 

applied  on  Saturday  last  for  Persian  origi-  upon  record.    I  cannot  recollect  the  precise 

oals  of  some  of  the  papers,  sent  by  her,  and  I  time,  in  which  this  is  said  to  have  happened, 

was  refused :  I  am  justified  in  declaring  my  but  I  believe  it  was  either  before  or  at  the 

firm  belief,  that  no  such  originals  exist.  time  of  the  dispatch  of  the  Bu(e  and  Pacific. 

"  With  respect  to  Nundcomar's  aocusa-  The  charge  has  since  undergone  some  altera- 
tions, they  were  delivered  by  the  hands  of  tion ;  but  of  the  copy  of  the  paper,  which  was 
Mr.  Francis,  who  has  declared,  that  he  was  delicvered  to  me,  containing  the  original 
called  upon  by  rajah  Nundcomar,  as  a  duty  charge,  I  caused  a  translation  to  be  made : 
bekmging  to  his  office  as  a  councillour  when  suspecting  the  renewal  of  the  subject  ia 
of  this  State,  to  lay  the  packet,  which  con-  this  day's  consultation,  I  brought  it  with  me, 
tained  them,  before  the  board.  That  he  con-  and  I  desire  it  may  be  recorded,  that  when  our 
ceived,  that  he  equld  not,  coowstent  with  his  superiours,  or  the  world,  if  the  world  is  to  be 
duty,  refiise  such  a  letter  at  the  instance  of  a  made  the  judge  of  my  conduct,  shall  be  poe- 
person  of  the  rajah's  rank,  and  did  according  sessed  of  these  materials,  they  may,  by  com- 
ly  receive  it,  and  laid  it  before  the  board ;  de-  paring  the  supposed  original  and  amended  list 
daring  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was  unaiy  of  accusations  preferred  against  me  by  Nund- 
quainted  with  the  contents  of  it  I  believe,  oomar,  judge  how  for  I  am  justified  in  the 
that  the  court  of  directors,  sad  those,  to  whom  credit,  which  I  give  to  the  reports  above  men- 
these  proceedings  shall  be  made  known,  will  tioned.  I  do  not  mean  to  infer  from  what  I 
think  differently  of  this  action  of  Mr.  Fran-  have  said,  that  it  makes  any  alteration  in  the 
cis:  that  Nundcomar  was  guilty  of  great  in-  nature  of  the  diarges,  whether  they  were 
■olence  and  disrespect  in  the  demand,  which  delivered  immediately  firom  my  ostensible 
he  made  of  Mr.  Francis ;  and  that  it  wasnot  accusers,  or  whether  they  came  to  the  board 
a  duty  belonging  to  the  office  of  a  councilloar  through  the  channel  of  patronage;  but  it  if 
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■ufieMotto«itlioriselhaoonviotioB,whichI  coaM(ionMiiMuiU;3miMaoiMfi«aik«ai| 

fael  in  my  own  mind,  thai  thoM  genUamen  are  principle  in  it,  that  he  doee  not  once  atten^ 

parties  in  the  aoenHitiom,  of  which  dwy  aseert  to  deny  the  charge ;  he  attenpis  to  Tilify  iha 

the  right  of  being  the  judges.    Pros  the  first  wilnessi  he  attempts  to  vilify  those  he  supposes 

conuneocenMnt  of  this  administration  erery  to  be  his  aocnsers,  he  attempts  to  vilify  the 

meaiM  have  been  tried  both  to  deprive  me  of  council ;  he  lags  upon  the  accusation,  he  miies 

the  legal  autbority»  with  which  I  have  been  it  with  other  accusationsi  which  had  nothing 

tnisted,  and  to  proclaim  the  annihilation  of  it  to  do  with  it,  and  out  of  the  whole  he  coUeda 

to  the  world ;  but  no  instance  has  yet  appeared  a  resolution,  to  do  what  ?  to  meet  his  sdrer* 

of  this  in  so  extraocdinary  a  degree  as  in  the  saiy  and  defy  him  ?  No,  that  he  will  net  sdrer 

question  now  before  the  beard.    The  chief  of  him  to  appear  before  him :  he  says, "  1  will  not 

the  administration,  your  superiour,  gentlemen,  sit  at  this  board  in  the  charscter  of  a  crUninal« 

appointed  by  the  legislature  itself,  shall  I  sit  nor  do  1  acknowledge  the  boardto  be  my  judges." 

at  this  board  Id  be  arraigned  in  the  presence  of  He  was  not  called  upon  to  acknowledge 

a  wretch,  whom  you  all  know  to  be  one  of  the  them  to  be  his  judges;  both  he  and  they  were 

basest  of  mankind?    I  believe  1  need  not  men-  called  upon  to  inquire   into  all  oorniptkns 

tion  his  name ;  but  it  is  Nundcomar.    Shall  I  without  exception ;  it  was  his  duty  not  merely 

sit  here  to  hear  men  collected  from  the  dregs  to  traverse  and  oppose  them,  while  inquiring 

of  the  people  give  evidence,  at  his  dictating,  into  acts  of  corruption,  but  he  was  bound  to 

against  my  character  and  conduct?  I  will  not;  take  an  active  part  in  it;  that  if  they  had  a 

you  may  if  you  please  fimn  yourselves  into  a  mind  to  let  sudi  a  thing  s.eep  upon  their  re- 

coomittee  for  the  investigation  of  these  raal»  cords,  it  was  his  duty  to  have  biou^t  forward 

ten  in  any  manner,  which  yon  may  think  the  unquiry.    They  were  not  his  judges,  they 

proper^  but  I  will  repeat,  that  I  will  not  meet  were  not  his  accusers ;  they  were  his  feUow 

Nundcomar  at  the  board,  nor  suffer  Nund-  labourers  in  the  inquiry  ordered  by  the  court 

comar  to  be  examined  at  the  bovd ;  nor  have  of  directors,  their  masters,  and  by  which  in- 

yott  a  rif^t  to  it,  nor  can  it  answer  any  other  quiry  he  might  be  purged  of  that  corruplioni 

purpose  than  that  of  vilifying  and  insulting  me  with,  which  he  stood  .charged, 

to  insist  upon  it.  He  says,  Nundcomar  is  a  wretch,  whom 

'*  I  am  sorry  to  have  found  it  necessary  to  yon  all  know  to  be  the  basest  of  mankind.    I 

deliver  my  sentiments  on  a  subject  of  so  impor-  believe  they  did  not  know  the  man  to  be  a 

tant  a  nature  in  an    unpremeditated  minute  wretch  or  the  basest  of  mankind  ;  but  if  he 

drawn  froor  me  at  the  board,  which  I  ^oukl  vras  a  wretch,  and  if  he  was  the  basest  of 

have  wished  to  have  had  leisure  and  retirement  mankind,  if  he   was  guilty  of  all  the  crimes, 

tohaveenabledroe  to  express  myself  with  that  with  which  we   charge  Mr.  Hastings  (not 

degree  of  ea»ti<Hi  and  exactness,  whidi  the  one  of  which  was  ever  proved  against  him,) 

subject  requires.      I  have  said  nothing  but  if  any  of  your  lordships  were  to  have  the 

what  I  believe,  and  am  moraliy  certain,  fshatt  misfortune  to  be  before  this  tribunal,  before 

stand  justified  for  in  the  eyes  (kmy  superiours  any  inquest  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or 

and  the  eyes  of  the  world ;  but  I  reserve  to  my-  any  other  inquest  of  this  nation,  would  yon 

sdfihe  liberty  of  adding  my  further  sentiments  not  say,  that  it  was  the  greatest  possible 

in  such  a  manner  and  form  as  I  ^lall  hereaHer  advantage  to  you,  that  the  man,  who  w> 

judge  necessary.'*^  cused  you,  was  a  miscreant,  the  vilest  and 

My  lords,  you  see  here  the  picture  of  Nund*  basest  of  mankind,  by  the  confession  of  aB 

comar  drawn  by  Mr.  Hastings  himself— you  the  world  ?   Do  mankind  really  then  thinkf 

see  the  hurry,  the  passion,  the  precipitation,  that  to  be  accused   by  m^n  of  honour,  of 

the  confusion,  into  which  Mr.   Hastings  is  weight,  of  character,  upon  probable  chaises,  is 

thrown  by  the  perplexity  of  detected  guilt—  an  aidvantage  to  them,  and  that  to  be  aocosed 

you  see,  my  lords,  that  instead  of  defending  by  the  basest  of  mankind  is  a  disadvantage  ^ 

himself,  he  rails  at  his  accuser  in  the  most  No ;  give  me,  if  ever  I  am  to  have  accuseisb 

indecent  language,Galling  him  a  wretch,  whom  miscreants,  as  he  adis  him    wi etches,  die 

they  all  knew  to  be  the  basest  of  mankind-—  basest  and  vilest  of  mankind.    The  boaid 

that  he  rails  at  the  council  by  attributii^  their  (says  he)  are  my  aocoseis ;  if  they  were,  it 

eonduct  to  tlie  wont  of  motives ;  that  be  rails  was  their  duty ;  bat  they  were  not  his  accueen^ 

at  every  body,  and  declares  the  accusation  to  but  were  inquiring  into  matters,  which  it  was 

be  a  libel :  in  short  you  see  plainly,  that  the  equally  his  duty  to  inquire  into.     He  would 

man's  head  is  turned.    You  see  there  is  not  a  not  soflbr  Nundoomar  to  be  produced,  he 

wiiNrd  he  says  upon  this  occasion,  which  has  would  not  suffer  Nundoomar  to  be  '»^'«it»^ 
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m  mthw  ■iiffei^  tucii  ^an  aceowtfan  to  rtand  odiou  than  the  crfasM  ha  altMBpto  to  eorer, 
■gaint  hit  mum  and  character,  ttian  peraitt  Jbt  h»  km  nmrdmmi  tku  mun  fry  ttt  handa  of 
it  to  be  inqtiirad  into.  Do  I  want  any  other  Sir  Slijak  imptjf ;  and  if  hie  comiiel  should 
preiamptian  of  his  gnih  upon  aach  an  oeea*  beonwise  eno«^  to  eodeaTour  to  dotraet  from 
■km,  than  foch  a  coodnct  as  thk  ?  Thia  man,  the  eredh  of  thia  man  hy  the  pretended  ponuh- 
whom  be  calif  a  wretch,  the  beeeet  and  vilcat  amnt,  to  which  he  was  braogjht,  we  will  opea 
of  mankind,  was  uodoabtedly  1^  himself,  in  the  that  dreftdTu'  j^stte  to  700-  lordships ;  and  yoQ 
iwaords  of  the  con^Niny,  dedarsd  to  be  one  of  will  s«^.  tbii  a  dkies  not  detract  from  bif 
the  first  men  of  that  ooontry,  ererj  thinr.  that  nt*ifii  biif  briOf;*  an  eternal  stain  and  disho- 
rn subject  could  be,  a  person  illoslrioos  Tir  Uia  ocur  upon  the  junice  of  Great  Britain:  I  say 
birth,  sacred  with  regard  to  his  oast,  otMiivi-c  nothing  further  oi'  it  As  he  stood  there,  as  he 
in  fortune,  emhient  in  situation,  who  had  lilleH  pvn  that  evidrnoe  that  day,  the  evidence  was 
(he  Tory  fiitt  offices  in  that  country ;  and  lfa:u  lo  be  received ;  it  stands  good,  and  ii  a  reeoitl 
be  was,  added  to  all  this,  a  man  of  most  ac-  against  Mr.  Hastings,  with  this  addition,  that 
knowledged  taleats,  and  of  sudi  a  soperioority  ht  woold  not  suffer  it  to  be  examined.  He 
as  made  the  whole  people  of  Bengal  appear  rnited  at  hin  colleagues.  He  says,  if  the 
to  be  an  inferiour  r^e  of  beings  eompwed  to  charf 9  wa«  fJse  they  wore  guilty  of  a  Uliei. 
Mm :  a  man,  whose  outward  appearance  and  No. '  U  might  have  been  the  effect  nf  ro«:spi- 
demeanoor  used  to  cause  reverence  and  awe,  racy,  it  mi^i  be  punished  in  an'^tiv.r  w%«  ; 
nnd  who  at  that  time,  was  near  seventy  yean  but  if  it  was  false,  it  was  no  Hbol.  Aad  all 
of  age,  wbk^,  widMut  any  other  title,  gene-  this  is  done  to  disoouolenaAce  inquiry,  10 
jnly  demands  respect  from  mankind.  And  bring  odium  upon  hii  oolloagucs  lor  domg 
yet  this  man  he  caHs  the  basest  of  mankind,  a  (heir  duty,  and  to  prevrat  that  inquiry,  which 
name,  which  no  man  is  entitled  to  catt  another  could  alone  dear  his  character.  Mr.  Hastinga 
till  he  has  proved  something  to  justify  him  in  had  himself  forgotten  the  character,  which  1m 
no  doing ;  and  notwithstanding  his  opulence,  had  given  of  Nundeomar ;  but  he  says,  that 
bis  high  rank,  station  and  birth,  he  despisee     his  coUeaguea  were  perfec^y  well  acquainted 

him  and  will  not  suAr  him  to  be  heard  as  an  widi  him,  and  knew,  that  he  was  a  wretch, 
ftoeueer  before  him.     I  will  venture  to  say,     the  basest  of  mankind, 
that  Mr.  Hastings  in  so  doing,  wheUier  eie-  But  before  I  read  to  you  the  diaracter, 

Tated  by  philosophy,  or  inflated  by  pride,  is  which  Mr.  Hsstings  gave  of  him  when  he  re* 

noC  like  the  rest  of  mankind.    We  do  know,  coamnended  him  to  the  presidency  (lo  succeed 

that  in  all  accuaatims  a  great  part  of  their  Mabcned  Reia  KhAn,)  I  am  to  let  your  kird* 

weight  and  authority  oomee  from  the  chanu>  ships  understand  fully  Um  purpose,  for  whidi 

tor,  the  situation,  the  name,  the  description,  Mr.  Hastings  gave  it.    Upon  that  occasion 

the  office,  the  dignity  of  the  persons,  who  all  the  council,  whom  he  stated  to  lie  under 
bring  them    mankind  are  so  nuide^we  can-     suspicion  of  being  bought  by  Mahomed  Rosa 

not  resist  this  prejudice  ;  and  it  has  weight,  Kh4n,  all  those  persons  with  one  voice  cried 

and  ever  will  have  primA  fatie  weight,  in  all  out  against  Nundeomar ;  and  as  Mr.  Hastings 

the  tribunals  in  the  world.   If,  therefore,  rajah  was  known  to  be  of  the  faction  the  most  oppo- 

Nundoomar  wai  a  man,  who  (it  it  not  do-  site  to  Nundeomar,  they  charged  him  with  di- 

grading  to  your  lordships  to  say)  was  equal  rectfneonsistency  in  raising  Nundeomar  to  that 

in  rank,  according  to  the  idea  of  his  country,  exalted  trust ;  a  charge,  which  Mr.  Hastings 

to  any  peer  in  this  House,  as  sacred  as  a  could  not  repel  any  other  way  than  by  defend- 

bishop,  of  as  much  gravity  and  authority  as  a  ing  Nundeomar.    The  weight  of  their  objec- 

jooge,  and  who  was  prime  minister  in  the  tions  chiefly  lay  to  Nundcomar^s  political  eha- 

ooontry,  in  which  he  lived  ;  with  what  fiuse  raoter ;  his  moral  chanu^er  was  n^t  discuased 

can  Mr.  Hastings  call  this  man  a  wretch,  and  in  thai  proceeding.    Mr.  Hastings  says, 
say,  that  he  will  not  sufller  him  to  be  brought        **  The  president  does  not  take  upon  him  to 

befbre  him.    if  indeed,  joined  widi  such  cii^-.  rindicate  the  moral  character  of  Nundcomv ; 

cinnstances,  the  accuser  be  a  person  of  bad  his  sentimenla  of  this  man's  former  pditiciU 

morals,  then  I  admit  those  bad  morals  take  conduct  ars  not  unknown  to  the  court  of  di- 

awayfhm  their  weight;  but,  for  a  proof  of  rectors,  who,  he  is  perMiaded,  will  be  more 

that,  you  most  have  some  other  grooods  than  inclined  to  attribute  hia  present  countenance 

the  charges  and  the  railing  of  the  culprit  of  him  to  motives  of  seal  and  fidelity  to  the 

against  him.  service,  in  repugnance  periiaps  to  his  own  in* 

I  might  say,  that  this  passion  is  a  proof  of  dhiations,  than  to  any  predilection  in  his. 

hisgoih,  and  there  is  an  action,  which  is  more  favoor.    He  ii  very  well  acqosinted  with  moat 
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of  tlM  facts  alladed  to  in  the  minute  of  the    BCobmq,  ixmU  Mr.  Franck  know,  tbat  ^m 
majority,  hsTing  been  a  principal  imtnimant    man  of  whom  Mr.  Haatingi  had  givnc  that 


in  detecting  them ;  nererthelem  he  thinke  it  enlted  character  upon  the  records  of  the  com- 

but  justice  to  make  a  distinction  between  the  pany,  was  the  basest  and  vilest  of  mankind? 

violation  of  a  trust  and  an  offence  committed  No,  tney  oi^t  to  have  esteemed  him  the  con* 

against  our  goTerament  by  a  man,  who  owed  it  trary ;  they  knew  him  to  be  a  man  of  ranky 

no  allegiance,  nor  was  indebted  to  it  for  proteo-  they  knew  him  to  be  a  man  per  hape  of  the  first 

tion,  but,  on  the  oontraiy,  was  the  minister  capacity  in  the  world ;  and  they  knew,  that 

and  actual  servant  of  a  master,  whose  interest  Mr.  Hastings  had  given  this  honourable  tes* 

naturally  suggested  that  kind  of  policy,  which  ttmony  of  him  on  the  records  of  the  company 

sought  by  foreign  aids,  and  the  diminution  of  but  a  very  little  time  before  ;  and  there  was 

the  power  of  the  company,  to  raise  his  own  no  reason  why  they  should  think  or  know,  as 

consequence,  and  to  re-establish  his  authority,  he  expresses  it,  that  he  was  the  basest  and 

He  has  never  been  charged  with  any  instance  vilest  of  mankind.    From  the  account  there* 

of  infidelity  to  the  nabob  Meer  Jaffier,  the  fore  of  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  he  was  a  penon 

constant  tonour  of  whose  poliiics,  from  his  competent  to  accuse,  a  wimess  fit  to  be  heaid| 

first  accession  to  the  nizamut  till  his  death,  and  that  is  all  I  contend  for.    Mr.  Hastings 

corresponded  in  all  points  so  exactly  with  the  would  not  hear  him,  he  wouki  not  suffer  the 

artifices,  which  were  detected  in  his  minister,  charge  he  had  produced  to  be  examined  mlo. 

that  they  may  be  as  fairly  ascribed  to  the  one  It  has  been  shown  to  your  lordships,  that 

as  to  the  other;  their  immediate  object  was  Mr.  Hastings  employed  Nundcomar  to  incurs 

beyond  question  the  aggrandizement  of  the  for-  mto  the  conduct,  and  to  be  the  principal  man* 

mer,  though  the  latter  bad  ultimatoly  an  equal  ager  of  a  prosecution  against  Mahomed  Re- 

intorest  in  their  success.    The  opinion,  which  sa  KhAn.    Will  you  suffer  this  man  to  <piali- 

the  nabob  himself  entertained  of  the  services  fy  and  disqualify  witnesses  and  prosecutors 

and  of  the  fidelity  of  Nundcomar,  evidently  agreeably  to  the  purposes,  which  his  own  ven- 

appeared  in  the  distinguished  uMurks,  whidh  geanoe  and  corruption  may  dictate  in  one  case, 

ho  continued  to  show  him,  of  his  fiivour  and  and  which  the  defence  of  those  corruptions 

confidence  to  the  latest  hour  of  his  life.  may  dictate  in  another.    Was  Nundcomar 

*'  His  conduct  in  the  succeeding  adminis-  a  person  fit  to  be  employed  in  the  greatest  and 
tration  appears  not  only  to  have  been  dictated  most  sacred  trusts  in  the  country,  and  yet  not 
by  the  same  principles,  but  if  we  may  be  al-  fit  to  be  a  wiuiess  to  the  sums  of  money, 
towed  u>  speak  favourably  of  any  measures,  which  he  paid  Mr.  Hastings  for  those  trusts  f 
which  opposed  the  views  of  our  own  govern-  Was  Nundcomar  a  fit  witoess  to  be  employ- 
ment, and  aimed  at  the  support  of  an  adverse  ed,  and  a  fit  person  to  be  used  in  tlie  proseco- 
interest,  surely  it  was  not  only  not  culpable,  tion  of  Mahomed  Rezk  Kh&n,  and  yet  not 
but  even  praiseworthy.  He  endeavoured,  as  fit  to  be  employed  against  Mr.  Hastings,  who 
appears  by  the  abstracto  before  us,  to  give  con-  himself  had  employed  him  in  tlie  very  prose* 
sequence  to  his  master,  and  to  pave  the  way  cution  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kfa&n  ? 
to  his  independence,  by  obtaining  a  firmaun  If  Nundcomar  was  an  enemy  to  Mr.  Has- 
from  tlie  king  for  his  appointment  to  the  sou-  tings,  he  was  an  enemy  to  Mahomed  Reza 
bahship;  and  he  opposed  the  promotion  of  EMn;  and  Mr.  Hastings  empioyed  him,  avow- 
Mahomed  Reza  Khftn,  because  he  looked  upon  edly  and  professedly  on  the  records  of  the  corn- 
it  as  a  supersession  of  the  rights  and  authority  pany,  on  account  of  the  very  qualification  of  thai 
of  the  nabob.  He  is  now  an  absolute  depen-  enmity.  Was  he  a  wretch,  the  basest  of  man- 
dant  and  subject  of  the  company,  on  wliose  kind,  when  opposed  to  Mr.  Hastings  ?  Was 
favour  he  must  rest  all  his  hopes  of  future  ad-  he  not  as  much  a  wretch,  and  as  much  the 
vancemenl.*'                                          ^  basest  >of  mankind,  when  Mr.  Hastings  era- 

The  character  here  given  of  him  is  that  of  ployed  him  in  the  prosecution  of  the  first  ma- 

an  excellent  patriot,  a  character,  which  all  gistrate,  and  Mahomedan  of  the  first  descent 

your  lordships  in  the  several  situations,  which  u  Asia?     Mr.  Hastings  shall  not  qualify 

you  enjoy,  or  to  which  you  may  be  called,  will  and  disqualify  men  at  hia  pleasure :  he  mo^ 

envy ;  the  character  of  a  servant,  who  stuck  accept  them  such  as  they  are ;  and  it  is  a  pr^ 

to  his  master  against  all  foreign  encroach-  sumption  of  his  guilt  accompanying  the  chtfge 

roents ;  who  stuck  to  him  to  the  last  hour  of  (which  I  never  will  soparate  from  it)  that  be 

his  life,  and  had  the  dying  testimony  of  his  would  not  suffer  the  man  to  be  produced,  who 

master  to  his  services.  made  the  accusation.    And  I  therefore  oon- 

CouU  Sir  John  Clavering,  could  Colonel  tend,  that  as  the  aoousatioo  was  so  nads 
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■0  wimaved,  lo  detailed,  m  apedfie,  ao  as-  innoeance,  raqaaat  him  to  consider  a  little  bet- 
tered upoD  reoaid ;  and  ao  enteied  opon  reeofd  ter.  '  Tbey  declare,  they  are  not  his  aoctnors ; 
ia  cooaeqiienoe  of  the  iitqutnei  ordered  by  thej  tell  him,  they  are  not  his  judges ;  that 
the  company;  hia  refbaal  and  rejection  of  they  under  tlie  orders  of  the  company  are 
inquiry  into  it  is  a  praaumpcion  of  hia  guilt  miiiing  an  inquiry,  which  he  ought  lo  make : 
He  is  full  of  his  idea  of  dignity.    It  is  rig^  he  dedarei  he  will  not  make  it.    Boing  thus 
for  every  man  to  preaei've  his  dignity.    There  driren  to  the  wtil,  he  says,  Why  do  you  not 
ia  a  digntey  of  station,  which  a  man  has  in  form  youraelvea  into  a  committee  ?    I  won't 
Cruet  to  preaenre ;  there  is  a  dignity  of  personal  sailer  these  proceedings  to  goon  as  long  as  I 
character,  which  erery  man  by  being  made  am  present.  Mr.  Hastings  pbinly  had  in  view, 
man  ia  bound  to  presenre.    But  yea  see,  Mr.  that,  if  the  proceedings  had  been  before  a  com- 
Haatings's  idea  of  dignity  has  no  oonneetioo  mittee,  there  wouM  have  been  a  doubt  of  their 
with  integrity;  it  has  no  connection  with  hn^  authenticity,  as  not  being  before  a  regular 
neat  frme ;  it  haa  no  connection  with  the  repi^  board.     And  he  contended,  that  there  couU 
tation,  which  he  is  bound  to  preeerre.    What,  be  no  regular  board  without  his  own  presence 
my  lords,  did  he  owe  nothing  to  the  company,  in  it:  a  poor  miserable  scheme  for  eluding  this 
thai  had  appointed  him?    Did  he  owe  nothing  inquiry ;  partly  by  saying,  that  it  was  carried 
to  the  legialature  ?     Did  he  owe  nothing  lo  on  when  he  was  not  present,  and  partly  by 
your  kMrdshipa,  and  to  the  House  of  Commons,  denying  the  authority  of  this  board, 
who  had  appointed  him  7    Didheowenothins  I  wiU  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  great 
to  hiraeelf,  to  the  eoontry,  that  bore  him?  qoeatioo,  that  arose  apon  the  govemour-gene- 
Did  he  owe  nothing  to  the  woiid,  as  to  ila  nd*s  resolution  to  dissolve  a  board,  whether 
opinion,  to  which  eveiy  public  man  owes  a  ra-  the  board  have  a  right  to  ait  afterwards ;  it  is 
pulation?     What  an  einmple  was  here  held  enough,  that  Mr.  Hastings  would  not  saflTer 
out  to  the  company's  aervaats !  them  as  a  council  to  examine  into  what  as  a 
Mr.  Hastings  saya,  this  may  oome  ifito  a  council  they  were  bound  to  examine   uito. 
«0Qrt  of  justioe :  it  will  cone  into  a  court  of  He  absohitely  declared  the  council  dissolTed, 
justice ;  I  reaenre  my  defence  on  the  oocaaion  when  they  did  not  accept  his  committee ;  for 
^  il  oomsB  into  a  court  of  justice,  and  here  I  which  diey  had  many  good  reasons,  as  I  shall 
nake  no  oppoaition  to  it.    To  this  I  answer,  show  in  reply,  if  necessary,  and  iWuch  he 
that  the  company  did  not  mder  him  ao  to  i«-  could  have  no  one  good  reason  for  proposing^- 
aenre  himself;  but  ordered  him  to  be  an  in-  he  then  declares  the  council  dissolved.    The 
quirer  into  those  things.    Is  it  a  lesson  to  be  council,  who  did  not  thiidt  Mr.  Hasting*;  had 
taught  to  the  inferiour  aervantaof  the  company,  a  power  lo  dinsolve  them,  while  proceeding  in 
that  provided  th^  can  eocape  out  of  a  coort  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  went  on  as  a  coon- 
of  justice  by  the  back  doors  and  aally-porta  oil:  they  CMlled  in  Nundcomar  to  support  his 
of  the  law,  1^  artifice  of  pleading,  by  those  charge ;  Mr.  Hastings  withdrew.    Nundcomar 
strict  and  rigorous  rules  of  evidmce,  whidi  was  asked,  what  he  had  to  aay  further  in  sop- 
have  been  eataUished  for  the  ptntectiott  of  ii^  port  of  his  own  evidence.     Upon  which  he 
Bocence,  but  which  by  them  mi^Hil  He  turned  to  produces  a  letter  from  Munny  Begum,  the 
tlmprotectioB  and  support  ofguilt;Lnd  that  such  dancing  girl,  that  I  have  spoken  of,  in  which 
an  eacape  ia  enough  for  them  ?    That  an  OU  ahe  givee  him  directions  and  instractions  rela- 
Bailey  acquittal  is  enough  to  eatablish  a  fitneaa  live  to  his  conduct  in  every  part  of  those  bribes ; 
ibr  trust;  and  if  a  man  shall  go  aoqoitted  out  by  which  it  appears,  diat  the  corrupt  agreement 
of  auch  a  court,  becauae  the  judgeo  are  bound  for  her  oflke  waa  made  with  Mr.  Hastings 
to  acquit  him  against  the  conviction  of  their  through  Nundcomar,  before  he  had  quitted 
own  opinion,  when  every  man  in  the  marked  Oakcrtta:  it  pointsout  the  execution  of  it,  and 
place  knows,  that  he  is  guilty—fl^t  he  is  fit  the  manner,  in  which  every  part  of  the  sum 
for  a  tnist?    Is  it  a  lesson  to  be  heU  oat  to  was  pakl ;  one  lack  by  herself  in  Calcutta ;  one 
aarvants  of  the  coaopany,  that  upon  the  first  in-  lack,  which  ahe  ordered  Nundcomar  to  borrow, 
qniry,  which  ia  made  into  corruptioa,  and  that    and  which  he  did  borrow ;  and  a  lack  and  an 
in  the  higheat  truat,  by  the  persons  authorized  hatt|  which  were  given  to  him,  Mr.  Hastings, 
to  inquire  into  it,  he  noss  all  the  poweia  of  beaidea  this  porehase  money,  under  colour  of 
tba[t  trust  to  quaah  it;  viUfying  hia  eoUeagnes,  an  emertainment    This  letter  was  produced, 
vilifying  hia  aocuaar,  abasing  every  body,  but  translated,  examined,  criticised,  proved  to  be 
never  denying  the  charge?  His  aaaociatea  and  seded  with  the  seal  of  the  begum,  adtnow- 
colleagues,  astonished  at  his  conduct,  so  wholly  lodged  to  have  no  marks  but  those  of  authenti- 
"n^^r  every  thing,  that  bad  ever  appeared  of  eity  upon  it ;  and,  as  such,  was  entered  upon 
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ibe  oomptBy't  reoordk,  ooafinning  and  tup*  Aad  a  oomidarable  defieiiiic^  or 

porting  the  evideoca  dC  Niindcntnar,  part  hj  mBOt  appearing  in  the  Munny  Begnm'a 

part,  and  circumstance  hj  circumatance.   And  count  of  the  young  nabob's  stipend,  she  volo^ 

I  am  to  remark,  that  since  this  document,  so  larily  declared,  by  a  writing  under  bar  seal,  that 

delivered  in,  has  never  been  litigated  or  eoo-  she  had  given  £d&fiOO  u>  Mr.  Hastings ibran 

troverted  in  the  truth  of  it,  from  that  day  to  this,  entertainment. 

by  Mr.  Hastings;  so,  if  there  was  no  more        Mr.  Hastings  finding,  that  the  charge  anuai 

testimony,  here  is  enough  upon  this  business,  oome  fully  against  him  contrived  a   pfauBf 

Your  loidships  will  reoMric,  that  this  chaige  (which  your  lordships  will  see  the  efieda  cf 

consisted  of  two  parts;  two  lacks,  that  were  presently,)  and  ihis  was  to  coolbund  this  lack 

given  explicitly  for  the  corrupt  purchase  of  the  and  9B  half  or  £.15/XX)  with  the  two  Isdm  given 

office ;  and  one  lack  and  an  half  given,  in  re-  directly  and  specifically  as  a  bribe ;  inien^ 

ality,  for  the  same  purpose,  but  under  the  ing  to  avail  himself  cf  this  finesse  whenever 

colour  of  what  is  called  an  entertainment.  any  payment  was  to  be  proved  of  the  two 

r^  ow  in  the  course  of  these  proceedings  it  Isdw,  which  he  knew  wouU  be  proved  againsi 

was  thought  necessary,  that  Mr.  Hastings's  him,  and  which  be  never  did  deny :  ai^  afr> 

banyan,  Cantoo  Baboo  (a  name  your  lotd-  cordingly  your  lordships  will  find  soose  ooii> 

ships  will  be  well  acquainted  with,  and  who  fiision  in  the  proob  of  the  payment  of  those 

was  the  minister  in  this  and  all  the  other  sums.    The  receipt  of  two  lacks  is  proved 

transactions  of  Mr.  Hastings)  should  be  cal-  by  Nundoomar,  proved  with  all  the  means  of 

led  before  the  board  to  explain  some  circun-  detection,  which  I  have  stated ;  the  receipt 

stances  in  the  proceedings.     Mr.  Hastings  of  the  lack  and  an  half  is  proved  by  Monqr 

wdered  his  banyan,  a  native,  not  to  attend  the  Begum's  letter,  the  authenticity  of  which  was 

sovereign  board,  appointed  by  parliament  for  established,  and  never  denied  by  Bilr.  Ha»» 

the  government  of  that  country,  and  directed  tings.    In  addition  to  these  proofs,  rajah  Goof^ 

to  inquire  into  transactions  of  this  nature,  dans,  who  had  the  management  of  the  nabob's 

He  thus  taught  the  natives  not  only  to  disobey  treasury,  verbally  gave  an  account  perfecdy 

the  orders  of  the  court  of  directors,  enfiireed  oorresponding  with  that  of  Nundoomar,  and 

by  an  act  of  parliament ;  but  he  taught  his  the  Munny  Begum's  letter ;  and   ho  aftsr> 

own  servant  to  disobey,  end  ordered  him  not  wards  gave  in  writing  an  attestation,  which 

to  appear  before  the  board,    duarrels,  duels,  in  every  point  agrees  correctly  with  the  odieia. 

and   other  miscbiefii  arose.     In  short,  Mr.  So  that  there  are  three  wimesses  upon  this 

Hastings  raised  every  power  of  heaven  and  business.     And  he  riiali  not  disqualify  rqah 

of  hell  upon  this  subject,  but  in  vain :  the  inp  Ghwrdass,    because  ^Hdiatever  character  he 

quiry  went  on.  thought  fit  to  give  Nundcomar,  he  has  given 

Mr.  Hastings  does  not  meet  Nundoomar,  the  best  of  characters  to  rajah  Gkwtdasa,  who 

he  was  afraid  of  him ;  but  he  was  not  negli-  was  employed  by  Mr.  Hastings  in  oocnpatioaB 

gent  of  his  own  defence,  for  he  flies  to  the  so-  of  trust ;  and  therefore  any  objoctiona  to  bis 

preme  court  of  justice ;  he  there  prosecuted  oompeteney  cannot  exist.    Having  got  thus 

an  inquiry  against  Nundcomar  for  a  oonspi-  far,  the  only  thing,  that  remained,  was  to  axa- 

racy.    Failing  in  that,  he  made  other  attempts,  mine  the  records    of  the  public  offices  and 

and  disabled  Nundcomar  from  appearing  b^  see  whether  any  traoe  of  these  transactioBs 

fore  the  board  by  having  him  imprisoned,  and  vras  to  be  found  there.    These  offices  had 

thus  entirely  crippled  that  part  of  the  pros^  been  thrown  into  oonfiision  in  the  manner 

cution  against  him.    But  as  guilt  is  never  abb  you  will  hear ;  hut,  upon  strict  inquiry,  thers 

thoroughly  to  escape,  it  did  so  happen,  that  was  a  shamaalar  or  office  paper  produoed,  (nna 

the  council  findmg  mouslrous  deficiencies  hi  whidi  it  appears,  thattheofficer  of  the  Iren* 

the  begimi's  afiairs  ;  finding  the  nabob's  al-  aury,  bai^  brought  to  the  nabob  anaoeomt 

lowanoe  totally  squandered,  that  the  most  sa-  of  one  hbck  and  an  half,  wbidi  ha  said  had 

cred  pensions  were  left  unpaid,  that  nothing  been  given  to  Mr.  Hastings,  desired  to  know 

but  disorder  and  confusion  reigned  in  all  his  fitmi  him,  under  what  head  of  eipeuoe  it 

aSairs,  that  the  nabob's  education  was  negleclh  shouU  be  entered;  and  that  he,  the  nabob, 

ed,  that  he  coukl  scarcely  read  w  write,  that  deaired  him  to  put  it  under  the  head  of  ejqMh 

there  was  scarcely  any  mark  of  a  man  left  in  ses  for  entertaining  Mr.  Hastings.    If  thers 

him,  except  those,  which  nature  had  at  first  had  been  a  head  of  entertainment  eataUiiM 

imprinted;— I  say,  all  these aboros being prc^  as  a  regular  affiiir,  the  officer  wmdd  never 

duced  in  a  body  before  them,  they  tbou^t  it  have  gone  to  the  nabob  and  asked  under  what 

neoessaiy  to  send  op  to  inquire  into  them,  name  to  enter  it ;  but  be  feond  an  kngdm 
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alfair,  ind  be  did  not  koow  wlwt  heid  to  pot  begtuB  >— "  Wm  aaj  applicatioo  made  to  yoa 
it  under.    And  fnm  the  wholo  ofthe  procaed-  for  the  aocoant,  which  ypu  hare  delivered,  o' 
ings  it  appears,  that  three  lacks  and  an  half  thne  ladu  and  an  half  of  rupeet,  said  to  have 
were  paid ;  two  lades  by  way  of  bribe,  oAe  beeo  paid  to  the  goverooor  and  Mr.  Middle- 
lack  and  an  half  onder  die  colour  of  an  en-  ton  ;  or  did  you  deliver  the  account  of  youi 
tertainment.    Mr.  Hastings   endeavours   to  own  free  will,  and  unsolicited  ?*' 
invalidate  the  first oMitpiely,  not  directly,  tar  My  bids,  you  see,  that  with  regard  to  the 
he  never  directly  denied  it:  and  he  partly  ad*  whole  three  lacks  and  an  half  of  rupees  the 
nits  tha  second,  in  hopes,  that  aU  the  proof  the  begnm  had  given  an  account,  which  tend- 
of  payment  ol  the  first  charge  should  be  neriged  ed  to  oonfim  tl^  payment  of  them ;  but  Mr. 
and  confounded  in  the  second.    And  ther»-  Hastings  wanted  to  invalidate  that  account  by 
tore  your  lordships  will  see  from  the  beginning  soppoaing  she  gave  it  under  restraint.     The 
of  that  business  till  it  came  into  the  hands  of  second  question  is'^'*  In  what  manner  was 
Mr.  Smidi,  his  agent,  then  appearing  in  the  the  application  made  to  you,  and  by  whom  ?** 
name  and  character  of  agent  and  solicitor  to  But  the  principal  question  is  this,  "  On  what 
Che  company,  that  this  was  done  to  give  somo  account  was  the  one  lack  and  an  half  given  to 
appearance  and  colour  to  it  by  a  fiiJse  repro-  the  govemoufgeoeral,  which  you  have  laid  to 
■entation,  as  your  lordships  wiH  see,  of  evsry  his  account  ?  Was  it  in  consequence  of  any 
part  of  the  transactions.  requisition  from   him,   or  of  any   previous 
The  proof  then  of  the  two  lacks  rests  upea  agreement,  or  of  any  established  usage  V* 
the  evidence  of  Nundoooiar,  the  letter  of  When  a  man  asks  concerning  a  sum  of  money, 
Munny  Begum,  and  the  evidenee  of  raj^  charged  to  be  given  to  him  by  another  person, 
GkKnrdaas.    The  evidence  of  the  h^k  and  aa  on  wimt  aoooont  it  was  given,  he  does  indi- 
half,  by  way  of  entertainment,  was  at  first  rectly  admit,  that  that  money  actually  was 
the  same;  and  afterwards  begins  a  series  of  paid,  and  wants  to  derive  a  justification  from 
proofi,  to  whidi  Mr.  Hastings  has  himself  the  mode  of  the  payment  of  it ;  and  accord- 
helped  us.    For,  in  the  first  phwe,  he  pro*  ingly  that  inference  was  drawn  from  the  ques- 
duces  this  office  paper  in  support  of  his  attempt  tioa  so  sent  up,  and  ii  served  as  an  instruo- 
to  establish  the  confusion  between  the  paymrat  tioo  to  Munny  Begum ;  and  her  answer  was, 
of  the  two  htcks,  and  of  the  lack  and  aa  hdC  that  it  was  given  to  him,  as  an  antient  usage 
He  did  not  himself  deny,  that  ho  received  a  and  custom,  for  an  entertainment.     So  that 
latic  and  an  half,  because  with  respect  to  that  the  fiKSt  of  the  gift  of  the  money  is  ascertained 
lack  and  an  half  he  had  founded  some  princi*  by  the  question  put  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  her 
p.e  of  justification.     Acoordin^y  this  office  aad  her  answer.    And  thus  at  last  comes  his 
paner  asserts  and  proves  this  bck  and  an  half  aooomplice  in  this  business,  and  gives   the 
tonave  been  given,  in  addition  to  the  other  foUest  testimony  to  the  lack  and  an  half, 
proofs.     Then  Munny  Begum  herself  is  in-  I  must  beg  leave,  before  I  go  further,  to 
quired  of.    There  is  a  commission  appointed  state  the  eircuumstances  of  the  several  wit- 
to  go  up  to  her  residence;  and  the  &ct  isprov*  nasaes  examined  upon  this  business.     They 
ed  to  the  satisfaction  of  Mr.  Goring,  the  con^>  we,re  of  two  kinds :  voluntary  witnesses ;  and 
missioner.    The  begum  had  put  a  paper  of  accom|>lsBes,  forced  by  inquiry  and  ezamina- 
aocounts,  through  her  son,  into  his  hands,  tion  to  discover  their  own  guilt.    Of  the  first 
which  shall  be  given  at  your  lordships*  bar;  in  kind  were  Nimdcomar  and  rajah  Goordass; 
which  she  expressly  said,  that  she  gave  Mr.  these  were  the  only  two,  that  can  be  said  to  be 
Hastings  a  lack  and  an  half  for  entertainment,  voluntary  m  the  business,  and  who  gave  their 
But  Mr.  Hastings  olijects  to  Mr.  (boring's  infiirmation  without  much  fear,  though  the  last 
evidence  upon  this  occasion.    He  wanted  to  onwillingly,  and  with  a  full  sense  ofthe  danger 
supersede  Mr.  Goring  in  the  inquiry ;  and  he  of  doing  it. 

accordingly  appomts,  with  the  consent  of  the  The  other  was  the  evidence  of  his  accom- 

council,  two  creatures  of  his  own  to  go  and  plioe,  Munny  B^gum,  wrung  from  her  by  the 

assist  in  that  inquiry.    The  question,  which  force  of  truth,  in  which  she  confessed,  that  she 

be  directs   these   oommissionerB  to  put  to  gave  the  lack  and  aa  half,  and  justifies  it  upon 

Munny  Begum,  is  this :— ^*  Was  the  sum  of  the  ground  of  its  being  a  customary  entertain- 

money,  charged  by  you  to  be  given  to  Mr.  meat.    Besides  this,  there  is  the  evidence  of 

Hastings,  given  under  an  idea  of  entertain-  Ghittendur,  who  was  one  of  Mr.  Hastings's 

ment,  customary,  or  upon  what  other  ground,  or  instruments,  and  one  of  the  begum's  servants. 

for  what  other  reason  ?"  He  abo  desires  the  He  being  prepared  to  confound  the  two  lacks 

fbOowing  questions  may  be  proposed  to  the  with  the  one  lack  aad  an  half,  says,  upon  his 
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esauBiaatioiiithataUckuidanhalfwugifM;  afieoant  girea  by  Ibe  bcfim,  a  lack,  wliidi  ll 

bat,  opoo  examining  into  the  paiticalan  of  it,  ior  Mr.  Hastings^  eatettaioneat,  is  ealereii  is 

h«  proraa,  that  the  sum  he  nwe  was  two  lada,  a  suspicMias  neighboorfaood ;  Ibr  there  is  Ihcrs 

and  not  a  lack  and  an  ban ;  for  he  sa]rs,  that  eatered  a  Ufck  of  rupees,  paid  Ibr  the  sodiah- 

there  wss  a  dispate  about  tlie  other  half  lack,  dany  s«mmids  to  the  Mogul  ihroagh  the  rajah 

Nondcomar  demanded    interest,  whidi  the  Shitabroj.     Upon  looking  into  me  aocouat, 

begum  was  unwilling  to  allow,  and  oonse-  and  oomparing  it  with  ano^er  paper  produced, 

quently  that  halfladc  remained  unpaid.    Now  the  firat  thing  we  find  is,  that  ttus  wonnn  char 

diu  half  lack  can  be  no  part  of  the  lack  and  an  ges  the  sum  paid,  to  be  a  sum  doe :  and  diea 

half,  which  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  and  pro-  she  charges  tfiis  one  lack  to  have  been  paid, 

Ted  bj  the  whole  body  of  concurrent  testimony  when  the  Mogul  was  in  the  bands  of  the  Mah- 

to  have  been  given  to  Mr.  Hastings  in  one  rattas,  when  all  conuaunicatioa  with  him  was 

hmiping  sum.    When  Chittendur  endeavours  stopped,  and  vrhen  rjjah  Shitabroy,  vrfao  is  su(^ 

to  confound  it  with  the  \uk  and  an  half,  he  posed  to  have  paid  it,  was  under  ooafinement 

dearly  establishes  the  &ct,  that  it  was  a  par-  in  the  handsof  Mr.  Hastings.    Thus  she cd- 

oel  of  the  two  lacks ;  and  thus  beais  evidence,  deavouis  to  conceal  the  la<£  of  rupees  paid  ID 

in  attempting  to  prevaricate  in  (avour  of  Mr.  Mr.  Hastings. 

Hastings,  that  one  lack  and  an  haV  was  paid,  In  order  to  make  this  tnnaaotion,  which, 
which  Mr.  Hastings  is  willing  to  allow ;  but  though  not  in  itself  intricate,  is  in  soom  degieo 
when  he  enters  into  the  particulars  of  it,  he  made  so  by  Mr.  Hastings,  <4ear  to  your  lonik 
proves  by  the  subdivision  ofthe  payment,  and  by  ships,  we  pledge  oarseSves  to  give  lo  yow 
the  nonpayment  of  part  of  it,  that  it  accords  with  loidships,  vrfaat  nmst  be  a  great  advantage  to 
the  two  lacks,  and  not  with  the  lack  and  an  haK  the  culprit  himself,  a  syttabiM— the  beads  of  all 
There  are  other  circumstances  in  these  ao-  this  charge,  and  of  the  proofr  themselves,  vriih 
counts,  highly  auxiliary  to  this  evidence.  The  their  references ;  to  show  how  &r  the  proof  goes 
lack  and  an  half  was  not  only  attested  by  rajah  to  the  two  lacks,  and  then  to  the  one  lack  and 
Ooordass,  by  the  begum,  by  Chittendur,  by  the  an  half  singly :  this  wo  shall  pot  in  writing, 
begum  again  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  own  que^  that  yon  may  not  depend  upon  the  liigitive  mo- 
tion ;  indirectly  admitted  by  Mr.  Hastings,  mory  of  a  thing  not  so  well  peibaps,  or  power- 
proved  by  the  orders  for  it  to  bs  written  off  to  ex-  fidiy,  expressed  as  it  ooght  to  be;  andinoider 
pense  (such  a  body  of  proof  as  perhaps  never  to  give  every  advantage  to  the  defendant,  and 
existed ;)  but  there  is  one  proof  still  remaining,  to  give  every  facility  to  your  kkdsbips'  jud^ 
namely  a  paper,  which  was  produced  before  ment ;  and  this  will,  I  bdieve,  be  thou^t  a 
the  committee,  and  which  we  shall  produce  to  clear  and  fair  way  of  proceeding.  Your  kwd- 
your  lordships.  It  is  an  authentic  paper  ddiver>  ships  will  then  judge  whether  Mr.  Hastin^'s 
ed  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hastings  by  Major  Scott,  conduct  at  the  time,— 4kis  resisting  an  inqai- 
who  acted  at  that  time  as  Mr.  Hastings's  ry,  preventing  his  servant  appearing  as  an 
agent  lo  a  committee  of  the  Home  <^  Cooh  evidence,  discountenancing  and  discouraging 
mons,  and  authenticated  to  come  firom  Murniy  his  colleagues,  raising  every  obstruction  to 
Begum  herself.  All  this  body  of  evidence  we  the  prosecution,  dissolving  the  council,  pre- 
mean  to  produce ;  and  we  shall  prove,  first,  venting  evidence,  and  destroying  it  as  ikr  as 
that  he  received  the  two  lacks ; — and  secondly,  ky  in  his  power  by  oollaleral  means,  be  not 
that  he  received  one  ladt  and  an  half  under  also  sudi  presumptive  prools,  as  give  double 
the  name  of  entertainment.  With  regard  to  the  force  lo  all  the  positive  proof  we  produce 
lack  and  an  half,  Mr.  Hastings  is  so  far  fitNn  against  him. 

controverting  it,  even  indirectly,  that  he  is  The  lack  and  an  ha)f,  I  know,  he  means 

obliged  to  establish  it  by  testimonies  produced  to  support  upon  the  custom  of  entcrUinroent ; 

by  himself,  in  order  to  sink  in  that,  if  he  can,  and  your  k>rdships  will  judge  whether  or  not 

the  two  lacks,  which  he  thinks  he  is  not  able  a  man,  who  was  ordered,  and  had  covenanted 

to  justify,  but  which  he  feam  will  be  proved  never  to  take  moro  than  £.400  could  take  £.16, 

against  him.    The  lade  and  an  half,  I  do  be-  000  under  cdour  of  an  entertainment.    That 

lieve,  he  will  not  be  adrised  to  contest,  but  which  be  intends  to  produce  as  a  justification 

whether  he  is  or  no,  we  shall  load  him  with  it ;  we  charge,  and  your  lordships  and  the  worid 

we  shall  prove  it  beyond  ali  doubt.    But  thero  will  thiiik,  to  be  the  heaviest  aggravation  of 

are  other  circumstances  further  auxiliary  in  this  his  crime.    And  after  ezplaiiung  to  your  lord- 

bttsiness,  which,  fiom  the  very  attempts  to  ships  the  eiicomstances,  under  which  this 

conceal  it,  prove  beyond  doubt,  the  fiaudulent  justification  is  made,  and  leaving  a  just  im- 

•nd  wicked  nature  of  the  transaction.    In  the  preasion  of  them  upon  your  minds,  1  shall  beg 
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your  lonbhip*'  indiilfeiioe  to  fiabh  thn  omiih  ten  lacks  were  bestowed  that  wa,j.    It  is  not 

bor  of  the  business  to-morrow.  that  the  distribution  was  always  made  with 

It  is  stated  and  entered  in  the  account,  judgment  or  impartial,  and  much  room  was 

that  an  entertainment  was  provided  for  Mr.  left  ibr  a  reform ;  but  when  the  question  was 

Hastings  at  the  rate  of  £30(X  a  day.  He  staid  to  cut  off  entirely  the  greatest  part,  it  could  not 

mt  Moorahedabab  for  near  three  months ;  and  fitil  to  be  accompani^  with  circumstances  of 

thus  yoQ  see,  that  visits  from  Mr.  Hastings  real  distress.     The  resident  declares,  that 

are  pretty  expensive  things :  it  is  at  the  rate  even  with  some  of  the  highest  rank  he  could 

of  £.73,000  a  year  for  his  entertainment,  not    avoid  disoovering,  under  all  the  pride 

We  find  that   Mr.  Middleton,  and  English  of  eastern  manners,  the  manifest  marks  of  pe- 

gentleman  who  was  with  him<  recei#lDd  like-  nury  and  want.     There  was,  however,  no 

wise,  whether  under  the  same  pretence   I  room  left  for  hesitation ;  to  confine  the  na- 

koow  not,  and  it  does  not  signify,  another  sum  bob^s  expenses  within  the  limited  sum,  it  was 

eqtta^  to  it ;  and  if  these  two  gentlemen  had  necessary,  that  pensions  shouM  be  set  aside.** 

staid  in  that  country  a  year,  their  several  al-  Here,  my  lor(L,  is  a  man  sent  to  execute 

lowances  wouki  have  been  £.146,000  out  of  the  oi)e  of  the  most  dreadful  offices,  that  was  ever 

naA)ob's  allowance  of  160,000^  a  year:  they  executed  by  man,  to  cut  off,  as  he  saya  him-     ^ 

wouki  have  eat  up  nearly  the  whole  of  it.  self,  with  a  bleeding  heart  the  only  remaining 

And  do  you  wonder,  my  lords,  that  such  guests  alkmance  made  for  hundreds  of  the  decayed 

and  such  hosts  arj  difficult  to  be  divided  ?  Do  nobility  and  gentry  of  a  great  kingdom,  driven 

yon  wonder,  that  such  visits  when  so  well  by  our  govemmeot  from  the   offices,  upon 

paid  for,  and  well  provUed  for,  were  natural-  which  they  existed.    In  this  moment  of  aat- 

ly  long  ?    There   is  hardly  a  prince  in  Eu-  iety  and  affliction,  when  he  says,  he  felt  pain 

rope,  who  wouki  give  to  another  prince  of  and  was  cut  to  the  heart  to  do  it,  at  this  very 

Europe  from  his  rcyal  hospitality,  what  was  noment,  when  he  was  turning  over  fourteen 

given  up<»  this  occasion  to  Mr.  Hastings.  hundred  c^  the  antient  nobility  and  gentry  of 

Let  us  now  see  what  was  Mr.  Hastings's  this  country  to  downright  want  of  bread  ;  just 

business  during   this   long  protracted  visit,  at  that  moment,  while  he  was  doing  this  act, 

First,  he  tells  you,  that  he  came  there  to  re-  and  feeling  this  act  in  this  manner,  from  the 

doce  all  the  state  and  dignity  of  the  nabob.  He  oollected  morsels  forced  from  the  mouths  of 

tells  you,  that  he  felt  no  compunction  in  re-  that  indigeitt  and  femished  nobility,  he  gorged 

ducing  that  stfte  ;  that  the  elephants,  the  mo-  his  own  ravenous  maw  with  an  allowance  of 

nagerie,  the  stables,  all  went  without  mercy,  two  hundred  pounds  a  day  for  his  eniertain- 

and  consequently  all  the  persons  ooikcemed  in  ment.    As  we  see  him  in  this  business,  this 

them  were  dismissed  -also.    When  he  came  nan  is  unlike  any  (rther :  he  is  also  never  cor- 

to  the  abolition  of  the  pensions,  he  says, "  I  mpt  but  he  is  cruel ;  he  never  dines  without 

proceeded  with   great  pain  fr4n  the  refleo-  creating  a  lamine  ;  he  does  not  take  from  the 

tion,  that  I  was  the  instniment  in  depriving  kKise  superfluity  of  standing  greatness,  but 

whole  families,  allat once,  of  their  bread, and  fiills  upon  the  indigent,  the  oppressed,  and 

reducing  them  to  a  state  of  penury;  oonvia-  rained;  he  takes  to  himself  double   what 

eed  of  the  necessity  of  the  measure,  I  endea-  wduU  maintain  them.  His  is  unlike  the  geno- 

voured  to  exeente  it  with  great  impartiality."  rous  rapacity  of  ihf  noble  eagle,  who  preys  upon 

Here  ho  states  the  work  he  was  employed  a  living,  stru^ling,  reluctant,  equal  victim ; 

in,  when  he  took  this  two  hundred  pounds  a  his  is  like  that  of  the  ravenous  vulture,  who 

day  for  his  own  pay.    "  It  was  necessary  to  (alls  upon  the  decayed,  the  sickly,  the  dyine, 

begin  with  reforming  the  useless  servants  of  aad  the  dead,  and  only  anticipates  nature  m 

the  court,  and  retrendiing  the  idle  parade  of  the  destruction  of  its  object.    His  cruelty  is 

elephants,  menageries,  &c  which  loaded  the  beyond  his  corruption :  but  there  is  something 

civil  list.    This  cost  little  regret  in  perform-  in  his  hypocrisy,  which  is  more  terrible  than 

ing  ;  but  the  resident,  who  took  upon  himself  his  cruelty ;  for  at  the  very  time,  when  with 

the  chief  share  in  this  business,  acknowledges,  double  and  unsparing  hands    he  executes  a 

that  he  suffered  considerably  in  his  feelings,  proscription,  and  sweeps  off  the  food  of  hun- 

when  he  came  to  touch  on  the  pemion  list,  dreds  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  a  great 

Sgme  hundreds  of  persons  of  the  anlieittnobili^  country,  his  eyes  overflow  with  tears ;  and  he 

of  the  country,  excluded,  under  our  goven^  turns  the  precious  balm,  that   bleeds  from 

ment,  from  almost  all  employments,  civil  or  wounded  humanity,  and  is  its  best  medicine, 

military,  had,  ever  since  the  revolution,  do-  into  fatal,  rancorous,  mortal  poison  to  the 

fended  on  the  bounty  of  the  nabob;  and  near  buman  race. 
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Toa  havo  Men,  dut  when  he  takes  two  nial.    Then,  at  h»t,^t  cane  before  thietri- 

bunJrod  pounds  a  daj  for  his  eotertamroent,  bunal  against  him.     I  desire  to  refer  yoiv 

he  tells  you,  that  in  this  very  act,  he  is  starr-  lordships  to  that  part  or  his  defence  to  the 

tng  fourteen  hundred  of  the  antient  nobilUy  article,  in  which  this  bribe  is  specificsJIly 

and  gentry.    My  lords,  you  have  the  blood  of  charged  ;   he  does  not  deny  it  there  ;  the 

nobles,  if  not,  you  have  die  Uood  of  men  in  only  thing,  which  looks  like  a  denial,  is  one 

your  veins ;  you  feel  as  nobles,  you  ieel  an  sweeping  dause  inserted  (in  order  to  put  ns 

men.    What  would  you  say  to  a  cruel  M<^l  upon  the  proof,)  that  all  the  charges  are  to  be 

exacter,  by  whom  after  having  been  driven  conceived  as  denied ;  but  a  speciSc  denial 

from  your  estates,  driven  from  the  noble^offi-  to  this  spec^  charge,  in  no  stage  of  the  bn* 

cos,  civil  and  military,  which  you  hdd,  driven  siness,  Irom  beginning  to  end,  has  he  once 

from  your  bishoprics,  driven  from  your  places  made :  and,  therefore,  here  I  dose  that  part 

at  court,  driven  from  your  offices  as  jtidges,  of  the  charge,  which  relates  to  tlie  business 

and  after  having  been  reduced  to  a  miserablo  of  Nundoomar.    Your  kwdships  wiU  lee  such 

flock  of  pensioners,  your  very  pensions  were  a  body  of  presumptive   proof,  and  positive 

at  last  wrested  from  your  mouths ;  and  who,  proof,  as  never  was  given  yet  of  any  secret 

though  at  the  very  time  when  those  pensions  corrupt  act  of  bribery ;  and  there  I  leave  it 

were  wrested  from  you  he  dedaree  them  to  with  your  lordships'  justice, 
have  been  the  only  bread  of  a  miserable  de-        1  beg  pardon  for  having  detained  you  so 

cayed  nobility,  takes  himself  two  hundred  long ;  but  your  lordships  will  be  so  good  as  to 

pounds -a  day  for  his  entertainment,  and  co»-  obeerve,  that  no  businew  fver  was  covered 

tinues  it  till  it  amounts  to  sixteen  thousand  with  more  folds  of  iniquitous  artifice  than 

pounds  ?   I  do  thiidL,  that  of  all  the  oornqn  this,  which  is  now  brought  beibre  you. 
tions,  which  he  has  not  owned,  but  has  not 

denied,  or  of  those,  which  he  does  in  effect  TRIA  X.— S  A  T  U  R  D  A T, 

owi^  and  of  which  he  brings  forward  the  evi-  f^  ArmiL  1789. 

dence  himself,  the  taking  and  claimmg  under 

odour  of  an  entortainment,  is  ten  times  th«  {Msl,  Bomb,)  *' 

most  nefarious. 

I  shall  this  day  only  further  trouble  your  Mr  Lords,— When  I  last  had  the  honour 
IcMtlsbips  to  observe,  that  he  has  never  di-  ofaddressingyourlordships,  I  endeavoured  to 
rectly  denied  this  transaction.  I  have  turn-  state  with  as  much  perspicuity  as  the  nature 
Ued  over  the  records,  I  have  looked  at  every  of  an  intricate  affair  wouki  admit,  and  as 
part  to  see  whether  he  denies  it;  he  did  not  largely  as  in  so  intricate  an  affair  vras  oon- 
deny  it  at  the  time,  he  did  not  deny  it  to  the  sistent  with  the  brevity,  which  I  endeavoured 
court  of  directors :  on  the  contrary,  he  did  in  to  preserve,  the  proofs^  which  had  beeo  ad- 
cfibct  acknowledge  it,  when,  without  directly  du<Md  against  Wsrren  Heatings  upon  an  in- 
acknowledging  it,  he  promised  them  a  full  and  quiry,  instituted  by  an  order  of  the  court  of 
liberal  explanation  of  the  whde  transaction,  directors,  into  the  corruption  and  peculatioo 
Ho  never  did  give  that  explanation.  Parlia-  of  persons  in  authority  in  India.  My  lords, 
ment  took  up  the  business ;  this  matter  was  .1  have  endeavoured  to  show  you  by  anteriour 
reported  at  the  end  of  the  eleventh  report,  presumptive  proofs,  drawn  ^r^  the  nature 
But  though  the  House  of  Commons  had  thus  and  circumstances  of  the  acts  themselves  in- 
reported  it,  and  made  that  public,  which  before  ferring  guilt,  that  such  actions  and  such  con- 
was  upon  the  company's  records,  he  took  no  duct  ocmkl  be  referrible  ody  to  one  cause, 
notice  of  it.  Then  another  occasion  arises :  namely,  cormpflion.  I  endeavoured  to  show 
he  comes  before  the  House  of  Commons ;  he  you  afterwards,  my  lords,  what  the  specific 
knows  he  is  about  to  be  prosecuted  for  these  nature  and  extent  of  the  corruption  was,  as 
very  corruptions:  he  well  knows  these  charges  far  as  it  coukl  be  fully  proved:  and  Ustly,  the 
exist  against  him;  he  makes  his  defence  (if  great  satisfactory  presumption,  which  attended 
lie  will  allow  it  to  be  his  defence ;)  but  though  Uie  inquiry  with  regard  to  Mr.  Hastings; 
Ihus  driven  he  did  not  there  deny  it,  because  namely,  that  contrary  to  law,  contrary  to  his 
he  knew,  that  if  he  had  denied  it,  it  could  be  duty,  contrary  to  what  is  owed  by  innocence 
froved  against  him.  I  desire  your  lordships  to  itself,  Mr.  Hastings  resisted  that  inquiry, 
win  look  at  that  papor  ,  which  we  have  given  and  employed  all  the  power  of  his  office  to 
in  evidence,  and  see  if  you  find  a  word  of  d^  prevent  the  exercise  of  it,  either  in  himself  or 
lial  of  it ;  there  is  much  discourse,  much  ia  others. — These  presumptions,  and  these 
ibfiy,  mudi  insdence,  but  not  one  word  of  de-  proofs,  will  be  brou^t  before  your  lordships 
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dbtincd/  and  in  order,  tt  the  Md  of  (hii  the  whole  hodj  ofhii  putiaM  and  aiaociatM 

opening.  in  iniquity  diaperaed  through  erery  part  of 

The  next  point,  on  which  I  thought  it  ne-  theae  prorinoea :  after  he  hiul  taken  all  theae 
eeaaarjr  to  proceed,  waa  relative  to  the  pre-  atepa,  finding  hiroaelf  preaaed  by  the  proof  and 
aumptiona,  which  hia  aubaequeot  conduct  gave  preaaed  by  the  preauniption  oT  hia  reaiatance  to 
with  regard  to  hia  guilt :  becauae,  my  lorda,  the  inquiry,  he  did  think  it  neceaaary  to  make 
his  uniform  tenoor  of  conduct,  aueh  aa  moat  aomething  like  a  defence.  Accordingly  he  haa 
attend  guilt,  both  in  the  act,  at  the  time  of  the  made  what  he  calla  a  juatifioation,  which  did 
inquiry,  and  aubaequent  to  it,  will  form  auch  a  not  conaiat  in  the  denial  of  that  fact,  or  any 
body  of  aatiaiactory  eridence  aa,  I  believe,  the  ezptanation  of  it.  The  mode  he  took  for  hia  de- 
human  mind  is  not  made  to  resiat.  My  lorda,  fence  waa  abuae  of  hia  coUeaguea,  abuae  of  the 
there  is  another  reason  why  I  chooae  to  enter  witneawa,  and  of  every  peraon,  who,  in  the  ez- 
bto  the  preaomptions  drawn  from  hia  conduct  ecution  of  hia  duty,  waa  inquiring  into  the  fact ; 
and  the  fact,  taking  his  conduct  in  two  parte,  and  charging  them  with  things,  which,  if  true, 
if  it  may  be  so  expreased,  omimon  and  eom-.  were  by  no  raeana  aufficient  to  aupport  him, 
mUdim,  in  order  that  your  lordahtpa  ahouU  either  in  defending  the  acta  themaelvea,  or  in 
more  fully  enter  into  the  consequences  of  thia  the  criminal  meana  he  used  to  prevent  inquiry 
system  of  bribery.  But,  before  I  aay  any  thing  into  them.  Hia  deaign  was  to  mialead  their 
upon  that,  I  wish  your  lordships  to  be  apprized,  minds,  and  to  carry  them  from  the  accusation 
that  the  Coramona,  in  bringing  this  bribe  of  and  the  proof  of  it.  With  respect  (o  the  paa> 
three  lacks  and  an  half  before  your  lordahipa,  aion,  violence,  and  intemperate  beat,  with 
do  not  wish  by  any  means  to  have  it  under^  whidi  he  charged  them,  they  were  proceeding 
stood,  that  thia  is  the  whole  of  the  bribe,  in  an  orderly  regular  manner,  and  if,  on  any 
that  was  received  by  Mr.  Hastinga,  in  con-  occaaion,  they  aeem  to  break  out  into  warmth, 
aeqiience  of  delivering  up  the  whole  mn-  itwasinconsequenceof  that  resistance,  which 
nageroent  of  the  government  of  the  country  he  made  to  them,  in  what  your  ktrdahipa,  I  be- 
to  that  improper  person,  whdm  he  nominated  Ueve,  will  agree  with  them  in  thinking  waa  one 
for  it.  of  the  most  important  parte  of  their  functiona. 

My  lords,  from  the  proofs,  tliat  will  be  ad-  If  they  had  been  intemperate  in  their  conduct ; 

duced  before  you,  there  is  great  probability,  If  they  had  been  violent,  fAassionate,  preju- 

that  he  received  very  nearly  a  hundred  tliousand  diced  against  him,  it  afforded  him  only  a  better 

pounds :  there  is  positive  proof  of  hia  receiv-  means  of  making  his  defence,  because,  though 

ing  fift^y ;  and  wo  have  chosen  only  to  charge  in  a  rational  and  judicioua  mind,  the  intempe- 

him  with  that,  of  which  there  is  such  an  ac-  rate  conduct  of  Uie  accuaer  certainly  provea 

cumulated  body  of  proof  as  to  leave  no  doubt  nothing  with  regard  to  the  truth  or  falsehood 

upon  the  minda  of  your  lordships.    All  this  I  of  his  accuaation,  yet  we  do  know,  that  the 

aay,  because  w«  are  perfectly  apprized  of  the  minda  of  men  are  so  constituted,  that  an  ini- 

aentiments   of  the  public  upon  this  paint :  proper  mode  of  conducting  a  right  thing  doea 

when  they  hear  of  the  enormity  of  Indian  pe-  form  aomc  degree  of  prejudice  against  it.    Mr. 

culatioo,  when  they  aee  the  acts  done,  and  Hastings,  therefore,  unable  to  defend  himself 

compare  them  with  the  bribes  received,  the  upon  principle,  has  resorted  as  much  as  ha 

acts  seem  so  enormous,  and  the  kribea  com-  poasiUy  could  to  prejudice.    And  at  the  aame 

paratively  so  small,  that  they  can  hardly  be  got  time,  that  there  ia  not  one  word  of  denial,  at 

to  attribute  them  to  that  motive.  What  I  mean  the  leaat  attempt  at  a  refutation  of  the  chargei 

to  atate  ia  this,  that  from  a  collective  view  of  be  has  loaded  tlie  recorda  with  all  manner 

the  subject  your  lordships  will  be  able  to  judge,  of  minutes,  proceedings,  and  letters,  rela- 

that  enormous  offences  have  been  committed,  tive  to  every  thing  but  the  fact  itself.    The 

and  that  the  bribe,  which  we  have  given  in  great  aim  <^  hia  policy,  both  then,  before, 

proof,  is  a  specimen  of  the  nature  and  extent  and  ever  ainee,  haa  been  to  divert  the  mind 

ofthoeeen(Mrmousbribes,which  extend  to  much  of  the  auditory,  or  the  persona,  to  whom  ha 

greater  sums  than  we  are  able  to  prove  before  addreaaed  himaelf,  from  the  nature  f€  his  cause, 

you  in  the  manner  your  lordahipa  wonkl  like  to  aome  collateral  circnmatance  relative  to 

and  expect.  it :  a  poliqr,  U»  which  he  haa  alwaya  had  r»- 

I  have  already  remarked  to  your  lordritipa,  course ;  but  that  trick,  the  last  resource  of  do- 
that  afler  this  charge  was  brought  and  record-  apairing  guilt,  I  trust  will  now  completely  hSL 
ed  before  the  council  in  spite  of  the  resistance  him. 

made  by  Mr.  Hastings,  in  which  he  employed        Mr.  Hastinga,  however,  began  to  be  pretty 

all  the  power  and  authority  of  his  station,  and  aanaiUe,  that  this  way  of  proceeding  had  ft 
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weif  impromiwig  mi  qatowd  kwh ;  fer  whieh  Ihit  it  wts  ^onacioiw  tonocfliiM,  that  ntds 

rBMOT  he  next  declared)  Chat  he  leeuifeJ  his  him  endure  each  reproaches,  so  recorded,  Tron 

Mence  for  lear  of  a  legal  praseeuUoa :  and  hk  own  coBeagoe  ?    Was  it  conscious  iano- 

Ihat  some  time  or  o(brr  be  ivooU  fire  a  lai^  osnce,  that  made  him  abaodoo  his  defeooo, 

and  liberal  explanatiea  to  the  oouit  of  directors  renounce  his  explaoatioo,  and  bear  all  this 

to  whom  he  was  answerable  for  his  eooduot,  calumayi  if  it  was  calumny,  in  such  %.  manner, 

of  his  refiisinf  to  suffer  the  inquiry  to  proceed,  without  making  any  one  attempt  to  refute  it  ? 

•^•of  his  omitting  to  give  them  satis&ctioo  at  Your  lordships  wiU  see  by  this  and  by  other 

the  time,«-of  his  omittiog  to  take  any  one  na-  minutes,  with  which  the  books  are  filled,  that 

toral  step,  that  an  innocent  man  wouU  hare  Mr.  Hastings  is  chsrged  quite  to  the  bria 

taken  upon  such  an  occasion.  Under  this  pro*  with  corruptions  of  all  sorts,  Jiad  covered  with 

mise  he  has  remained  from  that  tune  to  the  time  every  mode  of  pomiblc  disgrace;  for,  there 

you  see  him  at  your  bar,  and  he  has  neither  de»  is  something  so  base  and  contemptible  in  the 

nied,eKailpated,exphiiiied,erapok>giEedforhis  crimes  of  peculation  and  bribery,  that  whea 

oooduct  in  any  one  single  instance.  they  come   to  be  urged  home  and  strong^ 

While  he  accuses  the  intemperance  of  his  against  a  man,  as  here  they  are  urged,  no- 

adTersaries,  he  shows  a  degree  of  temperance  thing  hut  a  consciousnesM  of  guilt  can  possiUy 

in  himself,  which  always  attesids  guilt  in  de*  make  a  penon  so  charged  support  himself 

^patr;  for  struggling  guilt  may  be  warm,  but  under  them.  Mr.  Hastings  considered  himsdQ 

guilt,  that  is  desperaU,  has  nothing  to  do  but  as  he  has  stated,  to  be  under  the  neceesity  of 

Id  submit  to  the  consequences  of  it,  to  bear  the  bearing  them.  What  is  that  necessity  ?  Guilt. 

Mamy  annezed  to  its  situation,  and  to  try  to  CouM  he  say,  that  Sir  John  Clavrring  (for  I 

find  some  oonsolation  in  the  effects  of  guib  My  nothiag  now  of  Colonel  Monson  uid  Mr. 

wiA  regard  to  prirate  fortune  for  the  scandal  Francis,  who  were  joined  with  him)  was  a  maa 

H  brings  them  into  in  publk  reputation.   After  weak  sad  conten^tible  ?  I  beliere  there  are 

the  business  had  ended  in  Iiidia,  the  eausea  those  among  your  lordships,  who  remember, 

why  he  should  have  givwi  the  explanation  grew  that  Sir  John  Clavetiog  was  known  before  be 

airungw  and  stronger ;  for  not  only  the  charges  went  abroad,  and  better  known  by  bis  conduct 

eihilnted  against  him  wers  weighty,  taut  the  >Aer,  to  be  a  man  of  the  most  distinguished 

manner,  in  which  he  was  called  upon  to  nv  honour,  that  ever  served  his  majesty ;  he  served 

quire  into  them,  was  such  as  wouki,  M'liVwibt-  bis  majesty  in  a  military  situation  for  many 

adly,  tend  to  stir  the  mind  of  a  man  of  dia-  yev>i  Md  afterwards  in  that  high  civil  situation 

racter,  to  rouse  him  to  eome  consideration  of  in  India.    It  is  known,  that  through  every  sten 

himsolT,  and  to  a  sense  of  the  necessity  of  his  and  gradation  of  a  high  military  service,  untfl 

defence.    Ho  was  goaded  to  make  this  defence  he  arrived  at  the  highest  of  all,  diere  never  was 

by  the  words  I  shall  read  to  your  lonlsbips  firom  the  least  blot  upon  him,  or  doubt  or  suspicion 

8ir  John  Glavering.  of  his  character:  that  his  temper  for  the  roost 

"  In  the  late  proeeediqgs  of  the  revenue  part,  and  his  manners,  were  ftiSy  answerable 

board  it  will  appear,  that  there  is.  no  species  to  his  virtues,  and  a  noble  ornament  to  th«*m ; 

of  peculation,  from  which  the  honourable  go>  that  he  was  one  of  the  best  natured,  best  bred 

Temour*general  has  thought  it  reaaonable  to  men,  as  well  as  one  of  the  highest  principled 

abstain.**    He  further  says,  in  answer  to  Mr.  men  to  be  found  in  hii  majesty's  serrice ;  that  he 

Hastings,  "  The  malicious  view,  with  which  had  passed  the  middle  time  of  lifo,  and  come  to 

tills  innuendo  (an  innuendo  of  Mr.  Hastings)  ui  age,  which  makes  men  wise  in  general ;  so 

b  thrown  out,  is  only  worthy  of  a  man,  ^Ato,  that  he  could  be  warmed  by  nothing  but  that 

having  disgraced  himself  in  the  eyes  of  every  noble  indignation  at  guilt,  which  is  the  Isst 

man  </ honour  both  in  Asia  and  in  B^urope,  and  thbg  that  evor  was  or  will  be  extinguished 

having  no  imputation  to  lay  to  our  charge,  in  a  virtuous  mind.    He  was  a  man,  whose 


has  dared  to  attempt  in  the  dark  iidutt  m*-  voice  was  not  to  be  despised  ;  but,  if  his  cha« 

lice  itself  could  not  find  grounds  to  aim  at  racter  had  been  personally  as  contempliUe  as 

openly.'*  it  was  meritorious  and  bcmourable  in  eveiy 

These  are  the  diarges,  vdiioh  wsi«  made  respect,  yet  his  situation  as  a  comroisstoner, 

upon  him>— not  kxisely  in  the  heat  of  oonveraar-  named  by  an  act  of  parliament  for  the  express 

tioo,  but  deliberately  in  writing,  entered  upon  purpose  of  reforming  India,  gave  him  a  weiglit 

record,  and  sent  to  his  employers  the  court  of  and  consequence,  duLt  could  not  suffer  Mr. 

directors ;  those  whom  the  law  had  set  over  Hastings,  without  a  general  and  strong  pre- 

him,  sod  to  whose  judgment  and  opinion  he  sumption  of  his  guilt,  to  acquiesce  in  such  i«> 

was  responsiUe.    Do  your  kMiiships  belssve^  corded  minutes  £ram  him.   But  if  be  had  been 
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%  we«|C|  if  h*  had  been  u  hitewpwate  man*  waa  Maolvsd  to  Mai|n  bii  anqrtojnkaQC.    Tho 

in  reality  be  was  as  oool,  atbadj,  taoipenUe,  eourt  of  directors  were  ao  alarmed  at  this  al> 

judioous  a  man  aa  erer  waa  born,— the  coart  taai|K  of  bia  to  reaigD  bis  employment,  that 

of  direotois,  to  whom  Mr.  Hastings  was  re-  they  wrote  thus ;  "  When  you  oonceiTed  the 

sponsible  fcy  every  tie  and  every  principle,  and  deaig*  of  qaitting  our  serrice,  we  imagine  yoa 

WM  made  responsible  at  hiat  by  a  posiiUvts  act  eouldnothavebeardof  the  resignation  of  Mr. 

•f  parliament  obliging  him  to  yield  obtdienoa  Baatuigst        *    *    *     *    *       joyr  leal 

to  their  oarmnands  as  the  geaieral  rule  of  his  tod  ability." 

daly :  the  ooiut  of  direotors,  I  fSY.  perfectly  My  loida,  in  this  straggle,  and  before  he 

•pprored  of  orery  part  of  Osa«ral  Claverin^S|  Qo«U  resign  finally,  another  kind  of  resign** 

Colonel  MoMoo's,  and  Mr.  Francis's  con*  tion,  the  resignation  of  nature,  took  place,  and 

duet;  they  approved  of  thta   insuvy,  which  Sir  John  ClnToring died.    The  character,  thai 

Mr.  Hastia^i  reacted,  and  they  have  declar*  was  given  Sir  John  Ghivering  at  that  time,  ia 

ad,  '*  That  Uie  powers  and  instruelions  vested  %  seal  to  the  whole  of  his  proceedings,  and 

in  and  given  to  Geaerml  CInvering  and  the  the  use,  that  I  shall  make  of  it,  your  lordabipa 

alher  genileoMn  were  such  as  fully  authorised  will  aee  pussently.  "  The  abilities  of  General 

Ihem  in  eveiy  inquiry,  that  seems  to  have  Chkvering*  the  oooprefatasive  knowledge  ho 

been  their  object^     «    *    4>     Europeaw."  hnd  attained  of  our  a&irs,t        *    *    *    « 

Now  after  the  supreeM  authority,  to  which  0    *    *    *      to  the  Easi-India  Company.** 

Ibey  were  to  appeal  in  all  their  disputes,  had  And  never  had  it  a  greater  lom.    There  ia 

pained  Una  judgment  upon  this  very  inquiry,  the  oonohiding  funeral  oration  made  by  bis 

the  omtter  ao  longer  depended  upon  Mr.  Has-  ttastera,  upon  a  strict,  though  by  no  meana 

tin^s  opiaioD;nor  could  he  be  longer  jnsti*  partial,  view  of  his  conduct.  My  loids,  hesa 

fiad  in  attributing  that  to  evil  motives  eithipr  of  is  the  man,  who  is  tbs  great  aceuier  of  Mr. 

malieeor  pamioa  in  his  oolleagues.  When  the  Hastinga,  as  ho  says:  vriiat  is  he?  a  slight 

judges,  who  were  finally  to  deleimne,  who  man,  a  man  of  mean  sitnalaon,  a  man  of  mean 

was  malirioua,  who  was  pamionato,  who  was  talents,  a  man  of  mean  character  7  No,  of  tha 

ar  was  not  Justified,  either  in  setting  on  fiaoi  highest  charaeter.    Was  he  a  person,  wbopf 

the  inquiry  or  resisting  it,  had  pamed  that  conduct  was  disapproved  by  their  eommon  au* 

jodgBMnt,  then  Mr.  Hastinge  Was  called  upon  perioum?    No,  it  was  approved  when  living, 

by  all  the  feelings  of  a  man,  and  by  his  duty  in  and  ratified  when  dead.     This  was  tho  maiit 

oouneil,  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  masters  the  a  man  equal  to  him  in  every  respeot,  i;^o  Uuk 

directors,  who  approved  of  the  seal  and  dili-  mppoaed  evil  motives  of  whom  alone  waa  found* 

geaee  shown  in  that  rery  iaqoiry,  the  passion  ed  the  sole  justification  of  Mr.  Hastingi. 

of  which  he  only  reprobated,  and  upon  which  But,  be  it  then,  that  Sir  John  Covering, 

ha  grounded  his  justification.  Colonel  Monaon,  and  Mr.  Francis,  were  all  ci 

U  any  thing  but  conscious  guilt  eould  have  them  the  evil-minded  pecwns,  that  he  describes 

poosiUy  influenced  him  to  such  saore  than  pa*  them  to  be;  and  that  from  dislike  to  them,  fiom 

tienoe  under  thia  accusation,  let  ua  see  what  a  kind  of  manly  reaentment,  if  you  pleaao, 

was  his  conduct,  when  the  scene  was  ehao-  against  such  persons,  an  hatred  against  mali- 

ged.    General  CIsTering,  latigued  and  broken  oious  proceedings,  and  a  defiance  of  them,  he 

down  by  the  miseries  of  his  situation,  aoon  did  not  think  proper,  as  he  states,  to  make  his 

afterwards  lost  a  very  able  and  affeotienato  col*  defence  during  that  period  of  ti|pw,  and  while 

league,  Colonel  Monson  (whom  Mr.  Haftioga  oppressed  by  tbat  combination,  yet,  when  ho 

states  to  be  one  (/the  bitterest  of  his  aocusers)  got  rid  of  the  two  former  persona,  and  when 

a  man  one  of  ihe  most  loved  and  honoured  of  Mr.  Francis  was  nothing;  when  the  whole 

htt  time ;  a  person  of  your  loidshipa'  noble  blood,  majority  waa  ia  bis  band,  and  he  was  in  full 

and  a  person  who  did  honour  to  it,  and  if  be  had  power,  there  was  a  large,  open,  full  field  for 

been  of  the  fiimily  of  a  commoner,  well  deserv-  inquiry ;  and  he  was  bound  to  re-inetiuite  that 

ed  to  be  raised  to  your  distinction.    When  that  inquiry,  and  to  clear  hu  character  before  his 

man  died— died  of  a  broken  heart,  to  eay  n»*  judges  and  before  his  masters.    Mr.  Haslingp 

tiling  else,  and  General  Cbtvering  Mt  bimsetf  saya.  No  ;  they  have  threatened  me  with  a 

ia  a  nnnner  without  help,  enept  what  he  d*-  prosecntion,  and  I  raasrvs  myself  lor  a  osurt 

rived  firom  the  finnnea,  assiduity,  and  p»-  of  jurtice. 

tienoe  of  Mr.  Francis,  sinking  like  hiflaself  Mr.  Haatiap  has  now  at  length  takes  a 

nder  the  eiertion  of  their  own  virtues,  he  fround,  as  you  will  see  fiom  all  his  writing 

<»  Doeument  wanting.  t  Ooaumeat  wanatog.   t  I>wvtoaotwaatti|f 
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which  makes  an  explanitiooofhui  conduct  in  w  incofwd  for  iioihii^.    W«  know  T«y  wil 

this  business  absolutely  impossible.    For,  In  what  was  said  fonneriy, 

the  first  place,  he  says,  as  a  prosecution  i«  "Populus  mesibilat;  atmlhi  plaodo 

meditated  agamst  me,  I  will  say  nothing  m  Ipse  doml,  staul  ac  iimnmoe  oontemplor 

explanation  of  my  conduct,  because  I  might  »n  area." 

disclose  my  defence,  and,  by  that  means,  do  And  never  did  a  man  submit  to  mfamy  for  any 

myself  a  prejudice.    On  the  olher  hand,  when  thing  but  its  true  reward,  moMy.    Money  ha 

the  prosecution  is  dropped,  as  we  all  know  it  received,  the  infamy  he  received  ak»g  with 

was  dropped  in  this  case,  then  he  has  a  direct  it ;  he  was  glad  to  take  his  wife  with  all  her 

contrary  reason,  but  it  serves  him  just  as  well,  goods ;  he  look  her  with  her  full  portion ;  with 

Why,  as  no  prosecution  is  intended,  no  de-  every  species  of  infamy,  that  belonged  to  her; 

fence  need  be  made :  so  that  whether  a  prose-  and  your  lordships  cannot  resist  the  opinioa, 

cution  is  intended,  or  a  prosecution  dropped,  that  he  would  not  have  suffered  himself  to  be 

there  is  always  cause,  why  Mr .  Hastings  should  disgraced  with  the  court  of  directors,  disgraced 

not  give  the  court  of  directors  the  least  satis-  with  his  colleagues,  disgraced  with  the  world, 

faction  concerning  his  conduct,  notwithstand-  disgraced  upon  an  eternal  record,  unless  ha 

ing,  as  we  shall  provej  he  has  rciteratedly  pro-  was  absolutely  guilty  of  the  fact,  that  was 

mised,  and  promised  it  m  the  most  ample  and  charged  upon  him. 

liberal  manner.  But,  lei  us  see  if  there  bo  any  He  frequently  expresses,  that  he  reserves 
presumption  in  his  favour  to  rebut  the  preeump-  himself  for  a  court  of  justice.    Does  he,  ray 
tion,  which  he  knew  was  irresistible, and  whfch  lords  ?    1  am  sorry,  that  Mr.  Hastings  sbouU 
by  making  no  defence  for  his  conduct,  and  show,  (hat  he  always  mistakes  his  situalioa  , 
stopping    the  inquiry,  must  necessarily  lie  he  has  totally  mistaken  it :  he  wm  a  servant 
upon  him.    He  reserves  his  defence,  but  ho  bound  to  give  a  satisfactory  aoooont  of  his  con- 
promises  both  defence  and  explanation.  duct  to  his  roasters ;  and  instead  of  that  he 
Your  lordships  will  remark,  that  there  is  no  considers  himself  and  the  court  of  directors  as 
where  a  clear  and  positive  denial  of  the  fact,  litigant  parties,  them  as  the  accusers,  and  hhn- 
Promising  a  defence,!  will  admit,  does  not  self  as  the  culprit.    What  wouM  your  brdshipf 
directly  and  e»  rn  termini  suppose,  that  a  man  in  private  life  conceive  of  a  steward,  who  was 
may  not  deny  the  fact,  because  it  is  just  com-  accused  of  embealing  the  rents,  robbing  and 
patible  with  the  defence,  but  it  does  by  no  oppressing  the  tenanu,  and  committing  a  tboo- 
means  exclude  the  admission  of  the  fact,  be-  nnd  misdeeds  in  his  stewardship,  and  who,  up- 
cause  the  admission  of  the  fact  may  be  attend-  on  your  wishing  to  make  inquiry  into  his  coin 
ed  with  a  justification ;  but,  when  a  man  says,  duct,  and  asking  an  explanation  of  it,  should 
that  he  will  explain  his  conduct  with  regard  to  answer,  I  will  give  no  reply :  you  may  intend 
a  fact,  then  he  admits  that  fact,  because  there  to  prosecute  me,  and  convict  roe,  as  a  cheat, 
can  be  no  explanation  of  a  fact,  which  has  no  and  therefore  I  will  not  give  you  any  sausfao- 
existence.    Therefore,  Mr.  Hastings  admits  tion;  what  would  you  think  of  that  steward?  Ton 
the  fact,  by  promising  an  explanation,  and  he  could  have  no  doubt,  that  such  a  steward  was 
shows  he  has  no  explanation  or  justification  to  a  person  not  fit  to  be  a  steward,  nor  fit  to  live, 
give,  by  never  having  given  it.    Goaded,  pro-  Mr.  Hastings  reserves  himself  for  a  cooit 
voked,  and  called  upon  for  it  in  the  manner  I  of  justice ;  that  single  circumstance,  my  kmis, 
have  mentioned,  he  chooses  to  have  a  feast  of  proves  that  he  was  guilty.      It  may  appear 
disgrace,  if  I  may  say  so  ;  to  have  a  riot  of  in-  very  odd,  that  his  guilt  should  be  inferred  from 
famy  served  up  to  him  day  by  day  for  a  course  his  desire  of  trial  in  a  court,  in  which  he  couU 
of  years  in  every  species  of  reproach,  that  be  acquitted  or  condemned.    But  I  shall  prove 
could  be  given  by  his  colleagues,  and  by  the  to  you  fitmi  that  circumstance,  that  Mr.  Has- 
court  of  direclors,  from  whom,  he  says,  I  r«»-  tings,  in  desiring  to  be  tried  in  a  court  of  jut- 
ceived  nothing  but  opprobrious  and  disgraceful  tice,  convicts  himself  of  presumptive  guilu 
epithets,  and  he  says,  ^*  that  his  predecessors  When  Mr.  Hastings  went  to  Bengal  in  the 
possessed  more  of  their  confidence  than  he  yearI77S,  he  had  a  direction  exactly  similar  te 
j^i^,)>  this,  which  he  has  resisted  in  his  own  case  ;  it 
Yet,  for  years,  he  lay  down  in  that  sty  of  was  to  inquire  into  grievances  and  abuses.  In 
disgrace,  fattening  in  ii;  feeding  upon  that  consequence  ofthis  direction  he  proposes  a  (rfan 
ofTal  of  disgrace  and  excrement,  upon  every  for  the  regulation  of  the  company's  service,  and 
thinff  that  could  be  disgustfbl  to  the  human  one  part  (^that  plan  was  just  what  you  wonVd  — 


mind,  rather  than  deny  tlie  feet,  and  put  him-     pect  from  him,  that  is,  the  power  of  destroying 
self  upon  a  civil  justification.  Infamy  was  no-     every  company's  servant  wilhoul  the  least  po» 
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•ibility  of  hii  being  heard  in  his  own  dtfeno*  nnd  deteetion,  nor  ndBciont  to  bring  him  to 
or  taking  any  one  step  to  justify  himself,  and  proper  and  adequate  puoishmenti  therefor?  he 
of  dismissing  him  at  his  own  discretion :  and  flew  to  a  court  of  justice,  not  ss  a  phu»  to  de> 
the  reason  he  gires  for  it  u  this :  **  I  shall  for-  cide  upon  him,  but  as  a  sanctuary  to  secure 
bear  to  comment  upon  the  abof  e  propositions:  bis  guilt.   Most  of  your  lordships  hare  traret 
if  just  and  proper,  their  utility  wUl  be  setf-ap-  led  abroad,  and  hare  seen  in  the  unreformed 
parent;  one  clause  only  in  the  last  article  may  countries  of  Europe  churches  filled  with  per- 
require  some  eq>lanation,  namely,  the  power  sons,  who  take  sanctuary  in  them.    You  do 
proposed  for  thegovemour  of  recalling  any  pei>>  not  presume,  that  a  man  is  innocent  because 
■on  from  his  station  without  assigning  a  rea-  he  is  in  a  sanctuary ;  you  know,  that  so  far 
eon  for  it.    In  the  charge  of  oppression''  (now  from  demonstrating  bis  innocence  it  demon* 
here  you  will  find  the  reason,  why  Mr.  Has-  strates  his  guilt ;  and,  in  this  case,  Mr.  Has- 
tings wishes  to  appeal  to  a  court  of  justice,  tings  flies  not  to  a  court  for  trial,  but  as  a 
rather  than  to  give  satisfaction  to  his  en»-  sanctuary  to  secure  him  from  it. 
ployers)  "  though  supported  by  the  cries  of  the        Let  us  just  reriew  the  whole  of  his  ooi^ 
pe<^e,and  the  most  ^dienlic  represontations,  duct;  let  us  hear  how  Mr.  Hastings  has  pro- 
It  is  yet  impossible  in  most  cases  to  obtain  ceeded  with  regard  to  this  whole  alfair.    Tbe 
legal  prooft  of  it ;  and  unless  the  discretionary  court  of  justice  dropped;  the  prosecution  in 
power,  which  I  have  recommended,  be  some-  Bengal  ended.    With  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  as 
where  lodged,  the  assunmce  of  impunity  from  chief  justice,  who  as  your  lordships  have  seen 
Any  formal  inquiry  will  baffle  every  order  of  bad  a  most  dose  and  honourable  connexion 
the  board,  as,  on  the  other  hand,  the  fear  of  with  the  govemour-general  (all  the  circum- 
the  consequence  will  restrain  every  roan  with-  stances  of  which  I  need  not  detail  to  you,  as 
in  the  bounds  of  hb  duty,  if  he  knows  himself  ii  must  be  fresh  in  your  lordships'  memory) 
liable  to  sufier  by  the  effects  of  a  single  con-  he  had  not  nmch  to  fear  firom  the  impartia!- 
troul."     Yeu  see  Mr.  Hastings  himself  is  of  ity  of  the  court.  He  might  be  sure  the  forms 
opinion,  that  the  cries  of  opfMression,  though  of  law  would  not  be  strained  to  do  him  mis- 
extorted  from  a  whole  people  by  Uie  iron  band  chief;  therefore  there  was  no  great  terrour  in 
of  severity :  toat  those  cries  of  a  whole  people^  it ;  but  whatever  terrour  there  might  be  in  it 
attended  even  with  authentic  documents,  suf>  was  overblown,  because  his  colleagues  refus- 
ficieot  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  any  man,  may  be  sd  to  carry  him  into  it,  and  therefore  that  op- 
totally  insufficient  to  convict  the  oppressor  in  portunity  of  defence  is  gone.    In  Europe  he 
a  court ;  and  yet  to  that  court,  whose  compe-  was  afraid  of  making  any  defence,  but  the 
tcnre  he  denies,  to  that  very  court  he  appealsi  prosecution  here  was  also  soon  over ;  and  in 
iu  that  he  puts  bis  trust,  and  upon  that  ground  the  House  of  Commons  he  takes  this  ground 
ho  refuses  to  perform  the  just  promise  be  had  of  justification  for  not  giving  any  eqriana-. 
given  of  any  explanation  to  those  who  had  tion,  that  the  court  of  directors  had  received 
employed  him.  perfect  satisfaction  of  his  innocence ;  and  he 
Now  I  put  this  to  your  lordships ;  if  a  man  named  persons  of  great  and  eminent  charao- 
is  of  opinion,  that  no  public  court  can  truly  and  ter  in  the  profession,  whose  names  certainly 
properly  bring  him  to  any  account  for  his  con-  cannot  be  mentioned  without  highly  impos- 
duct ;  that  the  f<MnM  observable  in  courts  are  ing  upon  the  prejudices  and  weiring  down 
totally  adverse  to  it ;  that  there  is  a  general  almost  the  reason  of  mankind.    He  quotes 
incompetency  with  regard  to  such  a  court ;  and  their  opinions  in  his  favour,  and  argues,  that 
vet  shuns  a  tribunal  capable  and  competqpt,  tbe  exculpation,  which  they  give,  or  are  sup- 
and  applies  to  that,  which  he  thinks  is  incapa-  posed  to  give  him,  should  excuse  him  from 
ble  and  incompetent,  does  not  that  man  plainlv  any  further  explanation, 
show,  that  he  has  rejected  what  he  ihinkswill        My  lords,  I  believe  I  need  not  say  to  great 
prove  his  guilt,  and  that  be  has  chosen  what  ho  men  of  the  profession,  many  of  the  first  orno- 
ihinks  will  be  utterly  insufficient  to  prove  it  ?  ments  of  which  I  see  before  me,  that  they  are 
And  if  this  be  the  case,  as  he  asserts  it  to  be,  very  little  influenced  in  the  seat  of  judgment 
with  an  under  servant,  think  what  must  be  the  by  the  opinions  which  they  havs  given  in  tho 
case  of  the  upper  servant  of  all ;  for,  if  an  ii»-  chamber,  and  they  are  perfectly  in  the  right ; 
foriour  servant  is  not  to  be  brought  to  justice,  because  while  in  the  chamber  they  hear  but 
what  must  be  the  situation  of  a  govemour^  one  part  of  the  cause ;  it  is  generally  brought 
general  ?    It  is  impossible  not  to  see,  that,  as  before  them  in  a  very  partial  manner,  and 
ho  had  conceived,  that  a  court  of  justice  had  they  have  not  the  lights,  wbkrh  they  possess, 
not  sufficient  means  to  bring  his  crimes  to  light  when  they  sit  deliberately  down  upon  the  tri* 
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10  atmiM  ial»  h ;  tad  fir  tfib  tetna  Biliidt,  ind  tomd  JodgiMirt,  thtt  I  oi  ■« 

Ihty  diKhvgt  timr  niindff  from  vwerj  prejo*  Mire,  if  it  w«  rm  Mfeyrv,  i  wtmU  not  ban 

diea,  thftC  may  haire  ariMb  from  a  fbre^oM  mliMr  hetilated  myself  (who  mn  bow  Kno  m 

partial  oplnioo,  ami  oome  obinfliieiiMd  by  it  aoeaaor)  what  jndfmeDt  to  git*, 

ai  to  a  BOW  cauae.    This,  wo  koow,  it  tho  It  does  happen,  that  there  aro  very  sfaifriar 

giofy  oT  the  |{reatlawyei«,  who  hare  preeided,  cimuMHancee  iB  diii  bmiBei,  to  which  yom^ 


■Bd  do  preside,  in  tho  tribuBah  of  this  oomi-    tordships  will  advert ;  aad  yoa  wil 

tfy ;    hut  wo  know  at  tho  sane  time,  that    what  weight  they  ought  to  have  upon  your  krd« 


opinions  (which  they  in  their  own  tniad  iliips*  minds.    The  person,  who  is  now   ihs 

fopeet,  unless  supported  afterwards  by  clear  tolicitor  of  the  company,  is  a  my  ratfiectabb 

and  aulhentie  testiBMny)  do  weigh  upon  tho  man  in  the  prolessioB-— Mr.  Smith ;  he  was  at 

rsot  of  mankind  at  least ;  for  it  is  impossiMo  that  time  abo  the  company's  solieitar,  and  ho 

Id  separate  the  opbion  of  a  great  and  learn-  has  since  appeared  in  this  cause  as  Mr.  Hn^ 

od  man  from  some  eonsidemtion  of  the  person,  tings's  soliciuir.   Now  there  is  something  par» 

who  has  delirered  that  opinion.  tieular  in  a  man's  being  the  solkitor  to  a  party, 

Mr.  Hastings  being  conscious  of  this,  and  who  was  prosecuting  another,  and  eoBtinning 

not  fearing  the  tribunal  abroad  for  the  reason  afterwards  in  his  office,  and  beccafting  the  soU* 

diat  I  gave  you,  namely,  his  belief  that  it  was  citor  to  the  party  prosecuted.    It  would  bO 

Bot  very  adterse  to  him ;  ind  also  knowing  aoariy  as  itrange,  as  if  our  solicitor  were  U 

thai  the  prosecutioB  there  was  dropped,  had  be  the  solicitor  of  Mr.  Hastings  in  this  pr»> 

but  one  thing  left  for  his  consideration,  which  secution  and  trial  before  your  lordships.    It  ii 

was,  how  he  shooM  cooOict  with  the  tribunal  true,  that  we  cannot  make  out,  nor  do  w«  at- 

it  home !  and,  as  the  proseeation  nmst  origi-  lompt  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Smith  was,  at  that 

Bate  from  tho  court  ordireetofs,and  be  autho-  time,  actually  Mr.  Hastings's  aolicttar :  al 

risod  by  soaie  great  law  opininos,  the  great  that  we  shaR  attempt  to  make  out  'n,  that  iis 

point  with  him  was,  some  way  or  other  by  his  case  he  produced  was  jist  such  a  case,  as  t 

party,  I  will  not  say  by  what  meani  or  drcnm-  solicitor,  anxious  for  the  preservatioo  of  kal 

rtanee^  but  by  some  party  means,  to  secure  dient,  and  not  anxiouB  fbr  the  prosecotioB, 

a  strong  interest  in  the  ezerutiTe  part  of  tiio  would  hare  made  out.    My  lords,  I  have  next 

ladia  house.   My  lords,  was  that  interest  used  to  remark,  that  the  opinion,  which  tho  council 

properly  and  fairly?  I  will  not  say,  that  friend-  gare  in  tliis  case,  naosely,  a  very  doublfal 

Aip  and  partiality  Imply  injustice ;  they  cei^  opinion,  accompanied  with  strong  censure  of 

Uinly  do  not ;  but  they  do  not  imply  justice,  the  manner  la  which  the  case  was  slated,  was 

The  court  of  directors  took  up  this  affair  with  diawn  ftom  them  by  a  case,  in  whid^  I  charge, 

great  warmth ;  ther  committed  it  to  their  soli-  diat  there  were  wuitpieseimaiwa,  SMfyrasnea, 

eilor,  and  tho  solicitor  would  natunlly  (as  most  ind  fd»ifieaiien . 

solidtoia  do)  draw  up  a  case  a  Utile  fiivooi^        Now,  my  lords,  in  making  this  charge  I  am 

ably  fbr  the  persons  that  employed  him ;  and  in  a  rery  awkward  and  unpleasant  sitaalioa ; 

if  there  was  any  leaning,  which  upon  my  word  but  it  is  a  situation,  in  which,  with  aH  the  dis> 

I  do  not  approve  in  the  management  of  any  i^eeable  drcumrtances  attending  it,  I  must 

cause  w^iever,  yet  if  there  was  a  leaning,  it  proceed,    t  am,  in  this  business,  obliged  to 

BSust  be  a  leaning  for  the  dient.  name  many  men :  I  do  not  name  them  wa^- 

Now  tho  council  did  not  give  a  decided  tonly,  but  from  the  absolute   necessity,  as 

opbion  against  the  prosecution,  but,  upon  tho  your  lordships  will  see,  of  the  case.    I  do  not 

fime  of  tfie  case,  they  expressed  great  doubts  meantoroflect  hponthis  genthaaa ;  Ibelievo, 

upon  it ;  for  with  such  a  strange,  disorderly,  it  the  time  when  he  made  this  case,  and  ea* 

impefiect,  and  confused  case,  as  was  laid  be-  pecially  the  artide,  which  I  state  as  a  /•Id* 

fere  them,  they  could  not  advise  a  prosecution:  JbetiaHt  be  must  have  trusted  to  some  of  the 

and,  in  my  opinion,  they  went  no  forther ;  and  servants  of  the  company,  who  were  but  yoaag 

indeed  upon  that  case,  that  went  before  them,  in  their  service  at  that  time.    Thero  was  a 

I,  wIm  am  authorized  by  the  Commons  to  pro-  very  great  erronr  committed,  but  by  whom,  or 

•ecute,  do  admit,  that  a  great  doubt  might  He  how,  your  lordships  in  the  ooutm  of  this  in- 

npon  the  most  deciding  mfaid,  whether,  under  quiry  will  find.    What  I  diirge  6rst  is,  that 

the  circotaistances  there  slated,  a  prosecution  die  case  was  improperly  stated ;  tdly,  that  k 

oouM  be  or  ought  to  be  pursued.  I  do  not  say,  «ras  partially  stated  *,  and  that,  afterward,  a 

which  way  my  miad  «^uld  have  turned  upota  fbrther  report  was  made  upon  reference  to  the 

that  vary  imperfevt  state  of  the  case;  but  I  still  same  officer  in  the  oommlUee.  Now,  my  lordi% 

allow  io  much  lo  their  very  groii  abiliqf,  great  of  tho  three  chargea,  which  I  hava  madS)  Iha 
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CMO  fenaer,  MiMl]r«   dw  fwepPBwnttUflP,  Mineil  of  Basfil  reepaedng  0i«  oo^diicl  of 

■nd  BupproMion,  were  sppUosbla  to  di*  eaM|  tbe  menban  «f  the  last  adnunwumtion.  ThM 

tan  «I1  the  three,  ninrepreMntetioA,  wippree-  inquiry  was  made  w  ooneequeooe  of  the  charge 

noa,  and  fabifioatioB,  were  appUeable  lo  the  aad  not  the  chaine  brought  Carwaid,  as  they 

report.  would  hare  it  believed,  in  coosequeoee  of  the 

This  I  say  ie  vhidication  of  the  opinioae  kiqoiry.    There  is  no  oientioo,  diat  that  in* 

given,  and  fiir  the  satiilaotioQ  of  the  pi^bUe,  quiry  had  been  expressly  ordered  by  the  court 

who  may  be  impeeed  upon  by  them.    I  wish  ef  dhreetors ;  but  it  is  stated,  as  though  it  was  a 

the  word  to  be  uoderttood :  when  I  say  iayei  vokntary  inquiry.  Now  there  is  always  some- 

sri,  I  always  mean  by  it  the  weight  and  aiiiho*  thing  donbtfiil  in  voluntary  inquiries  with  re« 

riiy  cairied ;  a  oManing,  whieh  this  word  pei^  gani  to  the  people  concerned.    He  then  m^ 

haps  has  not  got  yet  thoroughly  in  the  English  poses  upon  this  inquiry  that  to  be  the  chargOt 

lluiguage ;  but  in  a  neighbooring  language  tm-  which  is  not  the  charge  at  alU   The  crime,  as 

jMsmx*  mdhns,  that  it  weighs  upon  men's  minds  I  have  stated,  consisted  of  two  distinct  parts, 

with  a  sovereign  anthority.    To  say,  that  the  but  both  ialeinng  the  same  corruption:  the 

Opinions  of  learned  men,  though  even  thus  ob*  irst,  two  hidu  of  rupeee  taken  expremiv  fiir 

mined,  may  not  have  weight  with  this  court,  or  the  nomination  of  this  woman  to  this  place, 

with  any  court,  is  a  kind  of  compliment  X  mn»  and  the  other,  one  lack  and  an  half  of  rupees 

ttot  pay  to  them  at  the  expense  of  that  common  in  efibol  ibr  the  same  purpose,  but  under  the 

•ature,  in  which  I  and  all  human  beings  are  Bame  and  colour  of  an  entertainment.    The 

Involved.  dmwer  of  the  ease  finding,  that  in  the  one 

He  states  in  the  case  the  covenants  and  the  cnae,  namely,  the  two  lacks  of  rupees,  the  evi- 

ealary  of  Mr.  Hastings,  and  his  emohiments,  onoe  was  more  weak,  but  that  no  justification 

wry  fairly.    I  do  not  object  to  any  part  of  that,  oould  be  set  up  ;  finding  in  the  other,  the  hbok 

He  then  proceeds  to  state  very  partially  the  and  an  half  of  rupeee,  the  proof  strong,  and 

husinesv,  upon  whieh  the  committee  of  circuit  not  to  be  rssisted,  but  that  some  justification 

went,  and  witiMMit  opening  wllose  conduct  we  was  to  be  ibund  for  it,  hiys  sside  the  charge 

cannot  fiilly  bring  hefore  you  this  charge  of  of  the  two  husks  totally ;  and  the  evidence  be- 

bribery.    He  th«i  states,  "  That  an  inquiry  longing  to  it,  which  was  considered  as  rather 

having  been  made  by  the  present  supreme  weak,  is  applied  to  the  other  charge  of  a  bck 

eouncil  of  Bengal,  respecting  the  conduct  of  and  an  half,  the  proof  of  which  upon  its  own 

the  members  of  the  last  admimstralion,  several  evidence  was  irreeistible. 

ehsrges  have  been  made,  stating  monejrs  very  My  speedi,  I  hope,  your  kurdships  consider 

improperly  received  by  Mr.  Hastings  during  as  only  poiaiiiig  out  to  your  attention  these 

the  time  of  the  kie  administratton ;  among  particulars.    Your  tordshipe  will  see  it  exem- 

these  is  one,  of  his  having  received  1£0,000  plified  throughout  the  whole,  that  when  there 

rupees  of  Mumiy  Begum,  the  guardian  of  the  is  evidence  (for  some  evidence  is  brought)  thai 

mbob,  who  is  an  infant.**  does  belong  to  the  lack  and  an  half,  it  is  en- 

In  this  stateraenf  of  the  case  every  thing  is  tirely  pas^  by,  the  most  material  circum- 

put  out  of  its  true  place.    Mr.  Hastings  was  stances  are  weakened,  the  whole  strength  and 

not  charged  with  receiving  a  lack  and  an  half  force  of  them  taken  away.    Every  one  knows 

of  rupees  from  Munny  Begum,  the  guardian  how  true  it  is  of  evidence,  /tmeta  juvtcni : 

of  the  nabob,  for  slie  was  not  then  his  guardian ;  but  here  every  thing  is  broken  and  smashed 

but  he  was  i4iarged  with  receiving  a  lack  and  to  pieoee,  and  notUng  but  disorder  appeara 

an  half  of  rupees  ibr  removing  the  nabob's  through  the  whole.    For  your  lordships  will 

own  mother,  who  was  his  natural  guardian,  observe,  that  the  proof,  that  belongs  to  ono 

and  substituting  this  step-mother,  who  was  n  thing,  is  put  as  belonging  to  another,  and  the 

prostitute,  in  her  plaoe;  whorsas  here  it  sup-  proof  of  the  other  brouj^t  in  a  weak  and 

poses  he  fi>nnd  her  a  guardian,  and  that  she  had  imperfect  manner  in  the  rear  of  the  first,  and 

made  him  a  present,  whioh  alters  the  whole  with  every  kiiKl  of  oboervatien  to  rebut  aiyl 

nature  of  the  case.    The  case,  in  the  reottal  weaken  it;  and  when  tliis  evidence  is  produo- 

of  the  charge,  sets  out  with  what  every  one  of  ed,  which  appears  inapplicable  almost  in  all 

your  kirdships  knows  now  not  to  be  the  tmch  the  parts,  in  manydoubUiil,  confused,  and  per- 

of  the  (hci,  nor  the  thing,  that  in  itself  implies  plexed,  and  in  some  even  contradictory,  n-hieh 

the  criminality:  he  ought  to  have  stated  that  it  will  be,  when  the  evidence  to  one  thing  is 

in  the  beginning  of  the  business.    The  sup-  brought  to  apply  and  bear  upon  another:  good 

pressions  in  the  recital  are  amazing :  he  etates  hopes  were  entertained  in  consequence,  that 

M  ij)quk7  having  been  made  by  Ifae  supreme  that  wouU  happen,  which  in  part  did  happen, 
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namely,  that  th«  eoumel,  detracted  and  ooo-  «d,  be  is  master  both  of  Aa  tawyeva,  and  of 
Aiaed,  and  finding  no  ialufibction  in  the  case,  the  mind  of  maiAind. 
could  not  advise  a  prosecution.  My  lords,  I  hare  here  attempted  to  poial 
But  what  is  still  more  material  and  weighty,  out  the  extreme  inconsistencies  and  defects  of 
many  particulars  are  suppressed  in  this  case,  this  proceeding  ;  and  I  wish  your  lordships  to 
and  still  more  in  the  report ;  and  taming  from  consider,  with  respect  to  these  proceedings  of 
the  case  to  the  proceedings  of  the  persons,  who  ttie  India  house  in  their  prosecutions,  that  it  is 
are  supposed  to  have  the  management  of  the  in  the  power  of  some  of  their  officers  to  make 
inquiry,  they  bring  forward,  as  an  appendix  to  statements  in  the  manner  that  I  have  describ» 
this  case,  Mr.  Hastings's  own  invectiTOs  and  ed,  then  to  obtain  the  names  of  great  lawyers, 
charge  against  these  persons,  at  the  very  same  and  under  their  sanction  to  carry  the  aaaised 
time  that  they  suppress  and  do  not  bring  ibr-  through  the  world  as  acquitted, 
ward,  either  in  the  charge  or  iip<Hi  the  report.  These  are  the  material  cireumstanceai,  which 
what  the  other  party  have  said  in  their  own  will  be  submHted  to  your  lordships'  sober  con- 
justification.  The  consequence  of  this  ma-  sideration  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry.  I 
nagement  was,  that  a  body  of  evidence,  which  have  now  stated  them  on  these  two  accounts: 
would  have  made  this  case  the  clearest  in  the  first,  to  rebut  the  reason,  which  Mr.  Hastti^ 
world,  and  which  I  ho^  we  shall  make  to  ap-  has  assigned  for  not  giving  any  satisfaction  is 
pear  so  to  your  lordships,  was  rendered  for  the  the  court  of  directors,  namely,  because  ifaey 
most  part  inapplicable,  and  the  whole  puxsled  did  not  want  it,  having  dropped  a  proseeutioa 
imd  confused :  I  say,  for  the  most  part,  for  upon  great  authorities  and  opinions :  and  next 
some  parts  did  apply,  but  miserably  applied,  to  to  show  your  lordships,  how  a  business,  begun 
the  case.  From  their  own  state  of  the  case  in  bribery,  is  to  be  supported  oiUy  by  fraodi 
they  would  have  it  inferred,  that  the  fault  was  deceit,  vtd  collusion :  and  how  the  receiving 
not  in  their  way  of  representing  it,  but  in  the  of  bribes  by  a  govemour^general  of  B«^ 
infirmity,  confusion,  and  disorder  of  the  prooft  tends  to  faint  tho  whole  service  firom  beginning 
themselves  ;  but  this,  I  trust,  we  shall  satisfy  to  end,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
you  is  by  no  means  the  case.  I  rest,  however,  But  though  upon  the  partial  case,  that  was 
upon  the  proof  of  partiality  in  this  business,  of  presented  to  them,  these  great  Uwyers  did  not 
the  imposition  upon  the  council,  whether  de-  advise  a  prosecution  ;  and  ihoush  even  upov 
signed  or  not,  and  of  the  bias  given  by  adding  a  full  representation  of  a  case,  a  lawyer  might 
an  appendix  with  Mr.  Hastings's  own  remarks  think  that  a  man  ought  not  to  be  prosecuted, 
upon  the  case,  without  giving  the  reasons  of  the  yet  he  may  consider  him  to  be  the  vilest  nm 
other  parties  for  their  conduct.  Now,  if  there  upon  earth.  We  know,  men  are  aoquitled  ia 
was  nothing  else  than  the  lallacious  recital,  the  great  tribunals,  in  nHiich  several  lords  o( 
and  afterwords  the  suppression,  I  believe  any  thb  ootmtry  have  presided,  and  who,  perhaps, 
rational  and  sober  man  would  see  perfect,  good,  ought  not  to  have  been  brought  there,  and  pttH 
and  sufficient  ground  for  laying  aside  any  ao-  secoied  before  them,  and  yet  about  %idu»e  de- 
thority,  that  can  be  derived  from  tho  opinions  linquency  there  could  be  no  doubt.  But  ihoogb 
ot  persons,  though  of  the  first  character:  (and,  we  have  here  suiiicienl  reason  to  justify  the 
I  am  sure,  no  roan  living  does  more  homage  to  great  lawyers,  whose  names  and  authorities  are 
their  learning,  impartiality,  and  understanding,  produced,  yet  Mr.  Hastings  has  extended  that 
than  I  do :)  first,  because  the  statement  of  the  lAitbority  beyond  the  lengUt  of  their  opinions, 
case  has  thrown  the  whole  into  confusion ;  and  For  being  no  longer  nnder  the  terrour  of  the 
secondly,  as  to  the  matter,  added  as  an  appen-  law,  whi(3),  he  salid,  restrained  him  from  mak- 
dix,  which  gives  the  representatkm  of  the  de-  ing  his  defence,  he  was  then  bound  to  give 
linquent,  and  omits  the  representation  of  his  that  satisfaction  to  his  masters  and  the  world, 
prosecutors,  it  is  observed  vny  properly  and  which  every  man  in  honour  is  bound  to  do, 
very  wisely  by  one  of  the  great  roen«  before  when  a  grave  accusation  is  brought  against 
whom  this  evidence  was  laid,  that  '*  The  evi-  him.  But  this  business  of  the  law  I  wish  to 
dence,  as  it  is  here  stated,  is  still  more  defeo-  sleep  from  this  moment,  till  the  time  when  it 
tive,  if  the  appendix  is  adopted  by  the  direc-  shail  come  before  you  ;  thoug*)  I  suspect,  and 
tors,  and  meant  to  make  a  part  of  the  case,  have  had  reason  (sitting  in  committees  in  the 
For  that  throwa  discredit  upon  all  the  informs^  House  of  Commons)  to  believe,  that  there  was 
tton  so  ccrilected."  Certainly  it  does ;  for  if  in  the  India  house  a  bond  of  iniquity,  sorno* 
the  delinquent  party,  who  is  to  bo  prosecuted,  where  or  other,  which  was  able  to  impoee  in 
be  heard  with  his  own  representation  of  the  the  first  instance  npon  the  solicitor,  the  gaik 
case,  and  that  of  his  prosecutors  be  auppfsis  of  which  being  of  another  natuie  I  shall  stais 
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heynft«r,  that  your  lonUiipimj  be  ahletodiv^  he  had  civw  bM  o|MoioD  io  fiivov  oT  Mr. 

oofar,  through  whose  idmm,  and  whoM  fraud,  HaAingrB  judfrnoot.    "  The  meeting  of  the 

Bfr.  Haatmgi  obtained  tbeee  opiniona.  oooncil  depends  on  the  pleaaure  of  the  fo- 

Ifi  however,  aU  the  great  kwyera  had  been  vemoor ;  a«id  I  think  the  duration  of  ii  lutn 

imanimoua  upon  that  ooeaaion,  still  it  would  do  so  too.    But  it  was  as  great  a  crioie  to 

hare  been  necessary  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  say,  dissolve  the  council  upon  base  and  sinister 

I  cannot,  according  to  my  opinion,  1m  brought  motives,  as  it  would  he  to  assume  the  power 

to  give  an  account  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  I  of  dissolving,  if  he  had  it  noL    I  believe,  be 

have  got  great  lawyers  to  dedare,  that  upon  is  the  first  govemour,  that  ever  dissolved  a 

the  case  laid  before  them  they  cannot  advise  council  inquiring  into  his  behaviour,  when  he 

m  prosecution ;  but  now  is  the  time  for  mo  to  was  innocent.    Before  he  could  suounon  three 

eome  forward,  and  being  no  longer  in  fear,  councils,  and  dissolve  them,  he  had  time  AiUt 

that  my  defence  may  be  turned  against  me,  I  to  consider  what  would  be  the  result  of  su^ 

will  produce  my  defence  for  the  satisfoctiflQ  of  conduct,  focomimossewy&ocfyj&iiyoMd  a  donitf, 

my  masters,  aiid  the  vindication  of  my  own  ■  i^hU  oonacioiit  g«itt." 

dtaracter.    But  besides  this  donbtlul  opinion,  Mr.  Sayer,  then,  among  other  learned 

for  I  believe  your  loniships  will  find  it  no  people  (and  if  be  had  not  been  the  man  that 

better  than  adoubtfol  opinion,  given  by  persona  I  have  described,  yet  from  his  intimate  con* 

for  whom  I  have  the  highest  honour,  and  given  ntzion  with  the  company  his  opinion  must  be 

with  a  strong  csnsure  upon  the  slate  <^  the  suppoaud  to  have  great  weight)  having  used 

case,  there  were  also  some  great  lawyers,  men  expressions   as  strong  as  the  persons,  who 

of  great  authority  in  the  kingdom,  wlio  gave  m  have  ever  criminated  Mr.  Hastings  most  for 

fin  and  decided  opinion,  that  a  prosecntioo  the  wont  of  his  crimes,  have  ever  used  to 

ought  to  be  instituted  against  him;  but  the  qualify  and  describe  them,  and  having  ascribed 

court  of  diredors  decided  otherwise,  they  his  oooduct  to  base  and  sinister  motives,  he 

overruled  those  opinions,  and  acted  upon  the  was  bound  upon  that  occasion  to  justify  that 

opinions  in  fevour  of  Mr.  Hastings.    When,  strong  conduct  aUowod  to  be  legal,  and  charged 

therefore,  he  knew,  that  the  great  men  in  the  at  the  same  time,  to  be  riolenL    Mr.  !&•• 

law  were  dirided  upon  the  propriety  of  a  pro*  tin^i  was  obliged  then  to  produce  something 

secution,  but  t^  the  directots  had  decided  in  his  justification :  he  never  did.    Therefore, 

in  his  favour,   he  was  the  more  stron^y  for  all  the  reasons  assigned  by  himself,  drawn 

bound  to  enter  into  m  justification  of  his  cm^  fitMn  die  circumstances  of  prosecution  and 

,  duct.  noo-prosecuiion,  and  from  opinions  of  lawyers 

But  there  was  another  great  reason,  which  and  colleagues ;  the  court  of  directors  at  the 
should  have  induced  him  to  do  this ;  one  great  same  time  censuring  his  conduct,  and  strongly 
lawyer,  known  to  many  of  your  Isrdshipe,  Bifr.  applauding  the  coiKluct  of  ttKwe,  who  were 
Sayer,  a  very  honeet  intelligent  maa,  who  had  adverse  to  him,  Mr.  Hastings  was,  I  say,  firom 
kmig  served  the  company,  and  well  knew  their  those  accumulated  cucumstances,  bound  to 
affairs,  had  given  an  opinion  coneemmg  Mr.  get  rid  of  the  infiuny  of  a  conduct,  which 
Hastings's  ronduct  in  stopping  these  prosecu-  could  be  attributed  to  nothing  but  base  and 
lions.  There  was  an  abstract  question  put  to  sinister  motives,  and  which  could  have  no 
Mr.  Sayer,  and  other  great  lawyers,  separaW  effect  but  to  convince  men  of  his  conscious* 
ed  from  many  of  the  circumstances  of  this  ness  that  he  was  guilty.  From  all  these  dr- 
bnsiness,  concerning  a  point,  which  incident  cumstanoss  I  infer,  that  no  man  could  have 
aUy  arose ;  and  this  was,  whether  Mr.  Has*  endured  this  foad  of  tnfemy,  and,  to  this  time, 
tings,  as  govemour-general,  had  a  power  so  have  given  no  explanation  of  his  conduct, 
to  dimolve  the  council,  that  if  he  declared  it  unleas  for  the  reason,  which  this  learned 
dissolved,  they  cook!  not  sit,  and  do  any  legal  counsel  gives,  and  whidi  your  fordahips,  and 
and  regular  act.  It  was  a  great  question  with  the  worid  will  give,  namely,  bis  conscious  guilt, 
the  lawyers  at  the  time,  and  there  was  a  dil^  After  leaving  upon  your  minds  that  pre- 
ference of  opinion  on  it  Mr.  Sayer  was  one  sumption,  not  to  operate  without  proof,  but  to 
of  those  who  were  inclined  to  be  of  opinion,  that  operate  along  with  the  proof  (though,  I  l«ke 
the  govemow-general  had  a  power  of  diaaolv-  it,  there  are  some  presumptkins,  that  go  ih«^  fuQ 
ing  the  council,  and  that  the  council  oouU  not  length  of  proof)  I  shall  not  press  it  '.^  tlia 
legally  sit  afier  such  dissdutkNi:  but  what  length  to  which  I  think  it  would  ^>.  I>it  um 
was  bis  remark  upon  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  ?  it  only  as  auxiliary,  assisting,  and  ••^.'unurjra- 
and  you  must  suppose  his  remark  of  mors  tory  oif  all  the  other  avidenoes,  Ou*.  ^u  ii\>r:2 
weight,  because,  upon  the  abstract  question,  with  iL      • 

T 
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There  If  tnother  drOMntuKM,  iHrioh  imHt  dmdM  •nottNB,  Mttdiii^  to  hiadflr  ikm  p«^ 
eome  before  your  lordshipt  to  thifl  bMiiMM.  pie  wlw  gire  it,  not  only  froRi  giving  «bU^ 
If  you  find,  that  Mr.  Haotingi  hat  received  tainment,  but  from  haviag  bread  to  eat  thoi^ 
the  two  lackt  of  mpeee,  then  yoa  wtt  •elvoo.  Therefore,  if  any  each  entertaiDment 
fnd,  that  he  was  girihy,  without  eoloiir  or  ^f»  cuatomary,  the  cuatooi  was  perrened  hf 
pretext  of  any  Mod  whatever,  of  acting  ia  the  abuae  of  iu  being  ooatinued  for  thran 
rtolation  of  his  covenant,  of  acting  in  vioh^  montha  Cegedier.  It  waa  longer  than  Aiia* 
lion  of  the  law*,  and  all  the  rulea  of  honoar  iuenia'i  fenat.  There  is  a  foaat  of  rcnson 
tad  conscience.  If  you  find,  that  ho  hat  and  c.  flow  of  soul ;  but  Mr.  Hastings's  fraci 
taken  the  lack  and  an  half,  which  he  admita,  was  a  feast  of  avarice,  and  a  flow  of  money: 
but  which  he  juaiifiea  under  the  pretence  of  m>  wonder  he  waa  unwilling  to  rise  from  sack 
in  entertainment,  I  shaH  beg  to  any  ■onia  a  table ;  he  continued  to  sit  at  (hat  (able  for 
thmg  to  your  loidahips  concerning  that  justift-  throe  moMha% 
cttion.  In  hia  covenant  he  is  forbidden  expremly  t« 

The  justification  set  up  is,  that  ho  w««it  up  take  any  allowance  above  £.400,  and  forbid 
from  Calcutta  to  Moorshedabad,  and  pakl  a  den  to  take  any  allowaace  abovv  £.100  with- 
riait  of  threo  montha,  and  that  there  an  aHow^  out  the  knowledge,  conoent,  and  approbaiiM 
tnce  was  made  to  him  of  two  hnndred  poondi  of  die  council  to  which  be  bel<»gs :  nosr,  ha 
a  day  in  tieu  of  an  entortainment    Now,  my    takes  £.16,000,  not  only  without  the  oonsAt 

lords,  I  loave  it  to  you  to  determine,  if  there  of  the  council,  but  without  their  knowledge ; 
Was  such  a  ctiatom,  whether  or  no  his  oovo*     without  the  knowledge  of  any  other  human 

fumt  justifies  his ooiiformity  with  iu  Iremen^  ^^mg:  it  wu  kept  bid  in  tko  dnrkeoi  and 

ber  Lord  Coke,  talking  of  the  Bnhm  law  in  BBoat  secret  reoeases  of  hia  own  black  agcnia 

Ireland,  says,  it  is  no  law,  but  a  lewd  costoaa.  and  ooofidams,  and  ihoae  of  Munny  Boguak 

A  govemour  is  to  conform  himself  to  the  laws  Why  ia  it  a  aeoret  7  Hospitality,  generosity, 

oThis  own  cmmlry,  to  the  stipulatwns  of  those  virtues  of  that  kind)  are  fuU  of  display :  tliere 

that  omploy  them,  and  not  to  the  lewd  coatoma  io  an  ostentaiticn,  a  pomp  in  them ;  they  want 

1^  any  other  country:  tftose  customs  are  more  to  bo  ahown  to  the  worU,  not  concealed.   The 

honoured  in  the  bmach  than  In  the  observance,  concealment  of  acts  of  charity  is  what  makes 

If  Mr.  Hastings  waa  reaHy  foaated  and  w^  them  acoeptaUe  in  the  eyea  of  Him,  with 

tertained  with  Sio  magaificenco  of  the  ooun-  regard  to  whom  (here  oan  be  no  oooooalmeat: 

ti7,  if  there  waa  an  entertainment  of  dancing  but  acta  of  oorruptkm  are  kept  secret,  not  to 

girtt  brooi^bt  out  to  amuse  him  in  his  leisure  keep  them  secret  (rom  the  eye  of  Him,  whom 

hours,  if  he  wai  feasted  with  the  hetka  and  the  peraon,  that  oboervea  the  aecrecy,  doca  not 

every  other  lamiry,  there  is  something  to  bo  foar,  nor  perhapa  believe  in ;  but  to  keep 

said  for  him,  thoa«h  I  should  not  jiMify  a  gi^  them  aecrei  from  (he  eyea  of  mankind,  wboae 

vemoor-general    wasting  his  days   in   that  opiniona  ho  doea  foar  in  the  immediate  effect 

namer.    But  in  fact  here  waa  no  entertain-  of  (hem,  and  in  their  future  oonaequenoea. 

ment,  that  couM  acioum  to  such  a  aura ;  and  Thereibre,  ho  had  but  one  reason  to  keep  this 

he  has  no  where  proved  the  eiiaience  of  auch  m  daik  and  profound  a  secret,  till  it  was  drag* 

a  custom.  god  into  day  in  spite  of  him  ;  ha  Had  no 

But  if  such  a  oufQom^did  exist,  which  I  reason  to  keep  it  a  secret,  but  his  knowing 
contend  is  more  heuooreS  in  the  bread)  diaa  it  was  a  proceeding  that  could  not  bear  the 
in  the  obeervanee,  that  custom  is  capable  of  light*  Charity  is  the  only  virtue,  that  I  ever 
being  abused  to  the  grossest  extortion ;  and  board  of,  that  derives  from  its  reiirenont  any 
that  it  was  so  abused,  will  strike  your  ford-  part  of  its  lustre ;  the  others  require  (o  bo 
•hips'  minds  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  hardly  apnsad  abroad  in  the  face  of  day.  Such  can- 
need  detail  the  eittumsTanoes  of  it.  What !  diea  should  not  be  hid  under  a  bushel,  and, 
£.£00  to  be  given  to  a  man  for  one  day's  en-  like  the  iyuminationa  which  men  light  up 
tortainment  ?  If  there  Is  an  end  of  it  there,  when  they  mean  to  express  great  joj  and 
k  ruins  nobody,  and  cannot  be  supposed,  to  a  great  magnifieence  for  a  great  event,  their 
great  degree,  to  corrupt  any  body  ;  but,  when  very  aplendoui'  is  a  paK  of  their  oxcdlence« 
flmt  entertainment  ia  rnnewed,  day  after  day,  We  upon  our  feasts  light  up  this  whole  capital 
for  three  months,  it  is  no  foager  a  oomplimont  eity :  we  in  our  foasta  invite  all  the  worid 
to  the  man,  but  a  great  pecuniary  advantage;  to  partake  them.  Mr.  Hastings  feasts  in 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  to  the pefMn  giving  it,  the  dark;  Mr.  Hastings  feasts  alone;  IVlr. 
a  grievous,  an  intolOTmble  burden.  It  dien  Hastings  feasts  like  a  wild  beast ;  he  growls 
becomes  a  matter  of  the  most  neriooi  aftd  in  te  oonBor  over  the  dyiqg  and  (ho  deadi 
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Hko  tfie  tl^cn  df  Ihst  country)  «ftio  drtg  fh«ir  dtodi  ig «{ipliMbl«  to  hki,l  inww aotb    I  m^, 

pref  i&to  ih0  jungles.    Nobody  knows  of  it,  that  the  aUowance  of  ^JifiOQ  wm  aoUe  aM 

till  he  is  brought  into  judgnoMit  for  the  flodc  liberal ;  for  it  is  not  ahofo  a  day  w  two'* 

Ae  has  destroyed.    His  is  the  entertaimneiit  journey  to  Mosrshedabad,  and  by  his  taking 

of  Tantalus  ;   it  is  an  eotertauHaent  from  his  nad  by  KisKnagors,   he  oonld  not  ha 

which  the  wn  hid  his  tight.  hmgtr.    He  had  a  salary  io  Kre  opoo,  and  h* 

But  was  !t  an  entertainment  upon  a  visit  ?  must  lire  sonMwhere ;  and  he  was  actnaHy 

Was  Mr.  Hastmgs  upon  a  visit  ?    No;  be  paid  jC .8,000  for  travelling  cbafgsa  far  thraa 

was  ezecnting  a  commission  for  the  company  iMnths,  which  was  al  the  rate  of  £,ltfl(30  a 

In  a  Tillage  hi  the  neighbourhood  of  MooN  year-*«  lacgoy  an  abundant  sum» 

shedabadi  and  by  no  means  upon  a  visit  I*  If  you  once  admit)  thai  a  nun  Ibrnn  ente^ 

the  nabob.    On  the  eontrary,  tie  wa«  tipon  taianient  ihall  talie  sixteen  thousand  pounda, 

■omethtng,  that  might  lie  more  property  oalJed  tliere  never  will  be  any  bribO)  any  cormptioii, 

a  fitUathn:  he  came  as  a  heavy  calami^,  that  may  not  be  justified;  the  comipt  man 

Iftea&mine  or  a  pestilenoa  on  a  country ;  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  maite  a  visit,  and  tfastt 

tame  there  to  do  tbeaeveraat  act  in  the  world,  that  very  moanent  he  may  receive  any  warn 

t4  he  himself  ekpremeS)  to  iaka  the  bread->-  dnder  the  name  of  Ibis  salsrtainment ;  tha* 

Hleratty  the  bnad,  ftem  about  a  thousand  of  moment  his  oovenaiits  arsamulled,  his  bondn 

the  nobles  of  the  country,  and  to  reduce  them  and  obligations  destroyed,  the  act  of  pnriia* 

to  a  situation,  nUdi  no  man  can  hear  <rf'with>  meat  repealed,  and  it  is  no  longer  bribery ; 

nut  shuddering.    When  you  consider,  tiiat,  it  b  no  longer  eorraption,  it  is  no  longer  pcoo* 

While  ho  was  thus  entertained  himself,  he  wda  lotion ;  it  is  notfahig  but  thanks  for  eUigiag 

fluniAing   fourteen  hundred  of  the  nobility  'inquiries,  aad  a  eemplinient  aooocding  totlin 

nnd  gentry  of  the coantry,  you  will  aoi  eooh  BMNle  of  thocoubtfy,  by  which  ho  andies  hil 


ceive  it  to  be  any  eitenuation  uf  his  crimes, 

that  he  was  there,  not  upon  a  visit,  but  npon  What  hinders    htm  from   ranewing  Ihnt 

a  duty  the  harshest,  that  conli  be  eaecnted,  visit?    If  you  support  this  distinction,  yon 

both  to  the  persons,  who  eseooied,  and  the  will  teach  the  goveraour>general,  instead  of 


peoplO)  who  soflered  firom  it.  attending  his  Inisiness  at  the  capital,  to  make 

It  is  mentioned  and  supposed  in  iIm  oh»^«  journeys  through  the  country,  pitting  9wtrf 

vations  upon  this  case,  though  no  riivunH  great  man   of  tliat  country  under  the  bmmI 

•tanoes  relative  to  the  person,  or  the  natuia  niinoos  oontributiona ;  and  as  this  custom  it 

«f  the  visit,  are  stated,  that  this  expeniit  \rw  in  no  manner  confined  to  the  govemour-geno* 

■emething,  which  he  uiiglit  have  charged  en  rai,  l>nt  eitends,  as  it  must  upon  that  prind 

the  company,  and  did  not.    it  is  fini  sup*  pie,  to  every  ssrvant  of  the  company  in  any 

poaed  by  the  learned  counsel,  wh«  made  the  sution  whatever,  thea,  if  each  of  them  were 

•beorvation,  that  it  was  a  public,  allowed,  to  fooeive  an  entertainment,  I  will  veiMure  to 

bad  acknowledged  thing ;  then,  that  he  had  say,  that  the  greatest  ravage  of  an  hostile 

MC  charged  the  company  aay  thing  6r  it.    1  armf  could  not  indeed  cfestroy  the  country 

have  looked  into  that  iHisiness :  in  the  first  more  entirely  than  the  company's  servants  by 

phMse,  I  see  no  such  custom ;  and  if  there  was  such  visiut. 

tnch  a  custom,  there  vras  the  most  abusive  Tour   lordships  will  see,  that  there  are 

tniiemptoyment  of  it.    I  find  that  in  that  year  grounds  (or  suspicion,  not  supported  with  tfan 

tfiere  was  paid  from  the  company's  cash  ao»  same  evidence,  but  with  evidenoe  of  great 

count  to  the  govemour's  travelling  chargse  probability,  that  there  vras  anolbsr  entertain- 

(and  he  had  no  other  jouiney  at  that  end  of  ment  given  at  the  expense  sf  another  lack  of 

the  year)  thirty  thousand  rupees,  which  is  rupees ;  and  there  is  also  groat  probability, 

iboUt  ^AfiOO ;  and  when  we  consider  that  lie  that  Mr.  Hastings  received  two  lacks  of  rupesa 

was  in  the  receipt  of  near  ^^,000,  besides  and  Mr.  Middletoo  another  lack.    The  whole 

tlw  nuBseis,  which  amount  to  several  thou-  of  the  nabob's  iwsnues  woukl  have  been  ex* 

saml  a  year,  aad  that  he  is  aUowed  •^3,000  haiated  by  these  two  men,  if  they  had  staid 

by  the  nunyauy  for  his  traveUiag  expenses  ^-  thsre  a  whole  year,  and  they  staid  three  months. 

Is  it  right  to  charge  upon  the  miserable  peo-  Nothing  will  be  secured  firom  the  company's 

|»1e  whom  he  was  defrauding  of  their  bread,  servants,so  long  as  they  can  find,  under  this 

4.16,000  for  his  entertainment?  name,  or  under  pretence  of  any  corrupt  cu^ 

I  find,  that  thsre  are  also  other  great  aunw  torn  of  the  country,  a  vicious  excuse  for  this  csiw 

relative  to  the  expenses  of  the  committee  of  nipt  practice.    The  excuse  is  worse  than  the 

t|  whSh  he  was  upon.    How  much  of  thing  iiselil    I  leave  it  then  with  your  ju4f> 
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niMt  to  deeide,  whether  you  wiU   or  not  he  wouM  have  abstained  fiomgmttg  any  fiar- 

(if  this  jujtificalioa  oomot  before  you)  eeta-  ther  ground  fur  auspicion  by  a  repetilioo  of  die 

bliah  a  (Miociple,  which  would  put  all  Bengal  same  acta  throu^  tJie  samo  person  ;  aa  no 

m  a  wone  situation  than  an  hostile  array  other  reason  could  be  furnished  for  such  acts, 

oould  do,  and  rain  all  the  oompany's  senranis  done   direcdy  contrary  to  the  order  of  has 

by  sending  them  from  their  duty  to  go  round  superiours,  hut  that  ho  was  acUiaied  by  the 

robbing  the  whole  oounlry  under  the  name  of  influence  of  bribery.    Your  lordshipa  would 

entertainments.  imagine,  that  when  this  Munny  Begum  wan 

My  lords,  I  hare  now  done  with  this  first  removed  upon  a  chaige  of  oomipiion,  Mr. 
part ;  namely,  die  presumption  arising  from  Hastings  would  have  Id^  her  quiet  in  tranquil 
his  refusal  to  make  any  defence,  on  pretenoe  obscurity,  and  that  he  would  no  longer  have 
that  the  charge  brought  against  him  might  bo  attempted  to  elevate  her  into  a  situation,  which 
referred  to  a  oouit  of  justice,  and  fixmi  the  furnished  against  himself  so  much  disgrace 
non-peiformanoe  of  his  promise  to  give  satis-  and  obloquy,  and  concemiog  which  ho  sumnI 
6ction  to  his  employers;  and  when  that  pre-  charged  with  a  direct  and  positive  act  of  bri- 
tence  was  removed,  still  refusing  to  give  that  bery.  Your  lordships  well  know,  that  upon 
satis&ction,  though  suffering  as  he  did  under  the  deposition  of  that  great  magistrate,  Map 
a  load  of  in&my  and  obkx|uy,  and  though  homed  Bmol  KhAn,  this  woman  vraa  appoin»> 
urged  to  give  it  by  persons  of  the  greatest  ed  to  supply  his  place.  The  govemour-gea^ 
diaracter.  I  have  stated  this  to  your  lordships  ral  and  council  (the  majority  of  them  being 
as  the  strongest  presumption  of  guilt,  and  that  then  Sir  John  Clavering,  Colonel  Monsoo, 
this  iMresumption  is  strengthened  by  the  veiy  ttid  Mr.  Francis)  had  made  a  provnional  ar- 
ezcuso,  which  he  fabricated  for  a  part  of  his  rangement  for  the  time,  until  they  should  be 
bribes,  when  he  knew,  that  the  proof  of  them  authorized  to  fill  up  the  place  in  a  proper  man- 
was  irresistible,  and  that  this  excuse  is  a  high  ner.  Soon  after  there  came  from  Europe  a 
aggravation  of  his  guilt ;  that  this  excuse  is  letter,  expressing  the  satis&ction  which  the 
not  supported  by  law,  that  it  is  not  supported  court  of  directors  had  received  in  the  aoquih 
by  reason,  that  it  does  not  stand  with  his  tal  of  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn,  expressing  a  i^ 
covenant,  but  carries  with  it  a  manifest  proof  gard  for  his  character,  an  high  opinion  of  his 
of  oorraption ;  and  that  it  cannot  be  justified  abilities,  and  a  great  dispoaitioo  to  make  him 
by  any  principle,  custom,  or  usage  whatever,  some  recompense  for  his  extreme  sufiering; 
My  lords,  I  say  I  have  done  with  the  pre-  and  accordingly  they  ordered,  that  he  ahooU 
■umptiea  arising  fimn  his  conduct  as  it  regard-  be  again  employod.  Having  no  exact  ideas 
ed  the  &ct  specifically  charged  against  him,  of  the  state  of  employments  in  that  oounliy, 
and  with  respect  to  the  relation  he  stood  in  they  made  a  mistake  in  the  specific  eroyrfoy- 
to  the  court  of  directors,  and  from  the  attempt  ment,  for  which  they  named  him ;  for  being  a 
he  made  to  justify  that  conduct.  I  believe  Mahomedan,  and  the  head  of  the  Mahom^ 
your  k>nishipa  will  think  both  one  and  the  bdier  dans  in  that  country,  he  was  named  to  an  o(^ 
strong  presumptions  of  his  criminality,  and  of  fico,  which  must  faie  heU  by  a  Gientoo.  Bat 
his  knowledge,  that  the  act  he  was  doing  was  the  majority,  I  have  just  named,  who  n^ver 
criminal.  endeavoured  by  any  base  and  delusive  means 

I  have  another  ^t  to  lay  before  your  lord-  to  fly  from  their  duty,  or  not  to  execute  it  at 

4iips,  which  affords  a  further  presumption  of  all,  because  they  were  desired  to  execate  it 

his  guilt,  and  which  will  show  the  mischiev-  in  a  way,  in  which  they  could  not  execute  it, 

ous'  consequences  of  it;  and,  I  trust,  your  followed  the  spirit  of  the  order;  and  finding, 

lordriiips  win  not  blame  roe  for  going  a  litde  that  Mahomed  Resa  KhAn,  before  his  im- 

into  it.    Your  lordships  know  we  charge,  that  prisonment  and  trial,  had  been  in  poassesion 

the  appointment  of  such  a  woman  as  Manny  of  another  employment,  they  followed  the 

Begum  to  the  guardianship  of  the  nabob,  lo  spirit  of  the  instnictions  of  the  directors,  and 

the  superintendency  of  the  civil  jtistice  of  replaced  him  in  that  employment;  by  which 

the  country,  and  to  the  representation  of  the  means  there  was  an  end  put  te  the  govenment 

whole  government,  was  made  for  no  ether  of  Munny  Begum ;  the  country  reverted  to  its 

purpose,  than  that  through  this  corrapt  woman  natural  state,  and  men  of  the  first  rank  in  the 

£.16,000  a  year,  the  whole  tattnred  remains  country  were  placed  in  the  first  situatiooe  in 

of  the  nabob's  grandeur,  might  be  a  prey  to  it.    The  seat  of  judicature  was  filled  with 

Mr.  Hastings ;  it  could  be  for  no  other.    Now  wisdom,  gravity,  and  learning,  and  Munny  Be- 

your  lordshipa  would  imagine,  that  after  this,  gum  simk  into  that  situi^tion,  into  which  a 

knowing  ha  was  already  grievously  suspected,  woman,  wfaohad  been  engaged  in  the  practices 
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tiai  ihe  had  been  enga^  in,  natarally  would  her,  not  oat  of  that  part  of  the  nabob's  allow- 
■ink  at  her  time  of  life.  Mr.  Hastin|*9  re-  ance,  which  wms  to  support  the  teroglio,  bat 
sisted  this  appointment  He  trifled  with  the  out  of  the  allowance  of  this  very  magistrate, 
company^s  orders  on  account  of  the  letter  of  just  as  if  such  a  thing  had  been  done  here  out 
them,  aiid  endeaToured  to  disobey  the  spirit  of  the  salary  of  a  lord  choncellour  or  a  lord 
of  them.  Howerer  the  majority  overbore  chief  justice ;— out  erf*  the  two  lacks  and  an 
him ;  they  put  Mahomed  Reza  KhiUi  into  half  of  rupees,  that  b,  about  twenty-four  or 
his  former  situation,  and  as  a  proof  and  seal  twenty-£ve  thousand  pounds  a  year,  he  order- 
to  the  honour  and  virtue  of  their  character,  ed  an  allowance  to  be  made  to  Munny  Begum 
there  was  not  a  breath  of  suspicion,  that  of  7S,000  rupees  per  annum,  or  £.7,200  a 
they  bad  any  corrupt  motive  fiir  this  conduct,  year ; — for  the  nabob's  own  mother,  whom  he 
They  were  odious  to  many  of  the  India  house  thrust  as  usual  into  a  subordinate  situation,  he 
here;  they  were  odious  to  that  corrupt  inflo-  made  an  allowance  of  £.S,000; — totheSuddor- 
ence,  which  had  begun  and  was  going  on  to  ul-Huk  KhAn,  which  is,  transkited  into  Eng- 
rain India.  But  in  the  lace  of  all  this  odium,  Ush,  the  k)rd  chief  justice,  he  allowed  the  same 
they  gave  the  appobtmeat  to  Mahomed  Reza  gum,  thai  he  did  to  the  dancing  girl,  (which 
Kh^n,  because  the  act  contained  in  itself  its  was  very  liberal  in  him,  and  I  am  rather  asto- 
•wn  justification.  Mr.  Hastings  made  a  vio-  nished  to  find  it)  namely,  £.7,800  a  year, 
lent  protest  against  it,  and  resisted  it  to  the  And,  who  do  you  think  was  the  next  public 
best  of  his  power,  always  in  favour  of  Munny  officer  he  appointed  ?  It  was  the  rajah  Goor- 
Begum,  as  your  lordships  will  see.  Mr.  Has-  dass,  the  son  of  Nundcomar,  and  whose  tes- 
tings sent  this  protest  to  the  directors ;  but  the  timony  he  has  attempted  both  before  and  since 
directors,  as  soon  as  the  case  came  before  them,  this  occasion  to  weaken.  To  him,  however, 
acknowledged  their  errour,  and  praised  the  he  gave  an  employment  of  £.6,000  a  year,  as 
majority  of  the  council,  Sir  Jchn  Clavering,  if  to  make  through  the  son  some  coropensa- 
Coloncl  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis,  for  the  tion  to  the  manes  of  the  father.  And  in  this 
wise  and  honourable  part  they  had  taken  upon  manner,  he  distributes  with  a  wild  and  liberal 
the  occasion,  by  obeying  tho  spirit  and  not  (HX)fiBion,  between  magistrates  and  dancing 
the  letter ;  commended  the  act  they  had  done ;  girls,  the  whole  spoil  of  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n, 
confirmed  Mahomed  Reza  Kb&n  in  his  place ;  notwithstanding  the  company's  direct  and  po- 
and  to  prevent  that  great  man  from  being  any  sitive  assurance  given  to  him.  Ev^ry  thing 
k>nger  the  sport  of  fortune,  any  longer  the  play  was  done  at  the  same  time,  to  put,  as  it  was 
of  avarice,  between  corrupt  govemours  and  before,  into  tho  hands  of  this  dancing  girl,  the 
dancing  girls,  they  gave  him  the  pledged  faith  miserable  nabob's  whole  family;  and  that  the 
of  the  company,  that  he  should  remain  in  that  fund  for  corruption  might  be  large  enough,  he 
office  as  long  as  his  conduct  deserved  their  pro-  did  not  take  tho  money  for  this  dancing  girl 
tection ;  it  was  a  good  and  an  honourable  tenure,  out  of  the  nabob's  separate  revenue,  of  which 

My  lords,  soon  afterwards  there  happened  he  and  die  dancing  girl  hod  the  private  disposal 
two  lamentable  deaths,  first  of  Cobnel  Mon-  between  them.  Now,  upon  what  pretence  did 
■on,  afterwards  of  General  Clavering.  Thus  he  do  all  this  ?  The  nabob  had  represented  to 
Mr.  Hastings  was  set  loose ;  there  was  an  Mr.  Hastings,  that  he  was  now  of  age ;  that 
inspection  and  a  watch  upon  his  conduct,  and  he  was  an  independent  sovereign  prince ;  that 
no  more.  He  was  then  just  in  the  same  situa-  being  independent  and  sovereign  in  his  situa- 
tion, in  which  he  had  stood  in  1772.  Whif  tiou,  and  being  of  full  age,  he  had  a  right 
does  he  do  ?  Even  just  what  he  did  in  1772,  to  manage  his  OAvn  concerns  himself;  and. 
He  deposes  Mahomed  Reza  Kh&n,  notwith-  therefore,  he  desired  to  be  admitted  to  that 
standing  the  company's  orders ;  notwithstand-  management:  and  indeed,  my  lords,  ostensi- 
ing  their  pledged  faith ;  he  turns  him  out,  and  biy,  and  supposing  him  to  have  been  this  inde- 
mdces  a  distribution  of  two  lacks  and  an  half  pendent  prince,  and  that  the  company  had 
of  rupees,  the  salary  of  that  great  magistrate,  no  authority,  or  had  never  exercised  any 
in  the  manner  I  will  now  show  your  lordships,  authority  over  iiim  through  Mr.  Hastings, 
He  made  an  arrangement  consisting  of  three  there  might  be  a  good  deal  said  in  favour  of 
main  parts ;  the  first  was  with  regard  to  tho  this  request.  But  what  was  the  real  state  of 
women,  the  next  with  regard  to  the  magistracy,  the  case  ?  The  nabob  was  a  puppet  in  the 
the  last  with  regard  to  the  officers  of  state  of  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Munny  Begum; 
the  household.'  '  and  you  will  find  upon  producing  the  corre- 

The   first   person,  that  occurred  to  Mr.  gpoodence,  that  he  confesses,  that  she  was 

Hastings,  was  Muony  Begum,  and  he  gave  the  ultioiate  objeot  and  end  of  thia  request. 
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I  ikvA,  fUi  cmrm^mkmM,  f»fi«rna  «  son  had  prvtmikJ  n^poA  Imm  jb  ■•  mMal  i 

m  vmiA9  10  petitm,  ia  his  owb  BMBe,  Car  ibe  prapw  m  roqu^sU    He  ays,  "  KJw«*| 

ebvaiioa  «f  a  dancioc  firl,  kb  ■te^-oMUwr,  far  vij  imarait  aad  advaalaf*,  ihtt  the 

ikiveliimwU' and  Aviery  body  eba,  will  appear  ounislraiioa  of  tha  «&in  of  ibe 

la  joar  lor(Uii|»  web  acuriofity  ai,  I  beli«ve,  Aoold  be  raelored  to  her  hi^biiii  dw  Munaj 

tsnoCtobefaiindiatha*laleeQrrea|Mndeiioeof  Bffi^,  I  have  abeady  twwAled  yoa  wiib  aay 

Ike  whole  world.    The  nabob  begim  thu8>—  lequcft  tb^t,  r«|aniiag  nj  oinMrina  witn  aa 

"  The  esceUeacy  oflbat  polky,  1^  which  bar  eye  of  bveur,  yoa  will  approve  of  this  «e»- 

bigbntts  the  begum  (laaaaing  Adoony  Begun,)  Mre.    I  an  credibly  iafivnied,  that  aome  ooc 

(may herihadow be  Ctr extended)  tomoriydi^  of  ny  caeniee,  froia  aettah  Tiews,  bu,  for 

ring  the  time  of  her  adrnkNotratioa,  tranmcted  the  pwrpooo  of  ovetaetting  ibio  meaaafe,  wril» 

the  aliairi  of  the  aianut  in  the  rery  baaiuid  ten  you,  that  the  aaid  begum  procared  Ikom 

moat  advaaiageoua  manaer,  was,  by  nteana  of  me  by  artifice  the  letter  I  wrote  you  on  tbia 

the  deknioaa  of  enemiea,  diaguimd  under  the  oubject.    Thia  canma  me  the  pealeat  tato- 

appearaaee  of  frienda,  hidden  from  me.    HaT*  niahmant.   Pleaaa  to  oooaider,  that  artiBce  and 

iag  buly  aeriouaiy  reflededoo  my  own  «ff<urf»  deluaioo  are  confined  to  cbeala  and  impoaton, 

I  VB  eoBTinoed,  that  it  waa  the  effect  of  ma-  ^ad  can  never  proceed  from  a  peraon  of  aucfi 

teraal  affection,  waa  highly  propcfi  and  tot  my  exahed  rank,  vriio  is  the  head  and  patron  cf 

iolereat;  and  thi^t  except  the  aaid  begum  ia  all  the  family  of  the  deceased  nabob,  ray  (alher; 

•gain  imraated  with  the  adminiatratioo,  ibe  and  that  lo  be  dekided,  being  a  proof  of  weak- 

ragulation  aad  procperi^  of  ihia  lamiiy ,  which  neaa  and  folly,  can  hare  no  rebuioo  to  me,  es» 

ia  in  (act  her  own,  cannot  be  efiiscted.    For  cept  the  inventor  of  thta  report  oonaidera  ma 

thia  caute,  from  the  time  of  her  auapenaion  aa  void  of  understanding,  and  haa  icptcacnted 

ontil  now,  I  have  paaaed  my  time,  and  do  ao  me  to  the  geailemen  aa  a  blockhead  and  an 

ftill,  in  great  trouUe  and  uneaaiaeas.    Aa  aU  idioL    Giod  knowa  how  harshly  audi  exprca 

^Eun,  and  particularly  the  happineas  and  proa-  aiona  appear  to  me  ;  but  aa  the  truth  or  lalaa- 

rvily  of  tbia  family,  depend  on  your  pleaaure,  hood  haa  not  yet  been  fully  ascertained,  1  havf 

now  trouble  you,  in  hopes,  that  you  fikewiae,  therefiNre  suspended  my  demand  of  satisla^ 

concurring  ia  th*s  point,  wUl  be  so  kind  as  to  tion.    ShouU  it  be  true,  be  ao  kind  aa  to 

write  in  fit  and  firoper  terms  to  her  higfanea  inform  me  of  it,  that  tbe  peraon  may  be  mads 

the  begum,  th^t  c^e  will  always,  as  formerly,  to  answer  (or  it."    My  kirds,  here  is  a  very 

employ  her  authority  in  the  administration  of  proper  demand  ;  the  nabob  is  astonished  at 

Ute  niuroui  and  the  affairs  of  this  familv."  the  auspicion,  that  audi  a  woman  as  Munay 

This  letter,  my  lords,  was  received  upon  Begum,  whose  trade  ia  youth  had  been  deU^ 

the  SSd  of  Aucust }  and  your  lordships  may  sion,  should  be  oapahle  of  deluding  any  body, 

observe  two  thmgs  in  it ;  first,  that  s(Ane  way  Astonishing  it  certainly  was,  that  a  womaa, 

or  odier  this  nabob  had  been  (as  ihe  &ct  was)  who  had  been  a  deluder  in  youth,  ahouU  be 

made  to  express  his  desire  of  being  rdeaaed  auapected  to  be  the  same  in  dd  age ;  and 

from  h'ls  subjection  to  the  Munny  Bcium  {  that  he,  a  young  man,  shoald  be  aubject  to 

hut  that  DOW  he  had  got  new  lights,  all  the  ber  artifice  ; — "  they  must  suspect  me  to  be 

mists  are  gone ;  and  he  now  finds,  that  M un^  n.  great  blockhead,**  he  says,  "  if  a  man  of 

ny  Begum  is  not  only  the  fittest  person  to  my  rank  is  to  be  deluded."    There  he  forgot, 

govern  bim,  but  the  whole  country.    This  that  it  is  the  unhappy  privilege  of  great  men  to 

young  man,  whose  incapacity  ia  stated,  and  be  cheated,  to  be  deluded,mudi  more  than  other 

•ever  denied  by  Mr.  Hastings,  and  by  Lord  persona :  but  he  thought  it  ao  impoesible,  in 

Comwallis,  and  by  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  case  of  Munny  Begum,  that  he  says, "  pro* 

who  know  him,  begins  to  he  charmed  with  duce  me  the  traitor,  that  could  suppoee  it  poa- 

the  excellency  of  ihe  policy  of  Munny  Begum,  aible  for  me  to  be  deluded,  when  I  call  for 

Such  ia  his  videot  impatience,  such  the  im>  thia  woman  as  the  govemour  of  the  country, 

possibility  of  his  existing  an  hour  but  under  I  demand  satisfoction."     I  rather  wonder, 

the  government  of  Munny  Begum,  that  he  that  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  inform  him  who 

writes  agahi  on  the  f5th  of  August,  (he  had  it  waa,  that  had  reported  ao  gross  and  impro* 

really  the  impatience  of  a  lover)  and  within  bable  a  tale,  and  deliver  him  up  to  the  fiuy  of 

five  days  afterwards  writes  again,  so  impatient,  the  nabob. 

so  anxious  and  jealous  is  this  young  man  to         Mr.  Hastings  is  ahedutelv  besieged  by 

be  put  under  the  government  of  an  old  dancing  him  ;  for  he  receives  another  tetter  upon  tha 

woman.     He  is  afraid  lest  Mr.  Hastings  Sd  of  September.    Hers  are  four  letters  fol- 

ihoukl  imagine,  that  some  simater  influenoa  lowing  one  another  qiiidc  i»  post  exprcaiaa 
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villi  faaiM  MUBdiof  beftre  them.    Ob,  I  die,  he  w&td»  m  edn^duiit  to  Mi>.  HMti 

I  perish,  I  sink,  if  Munnj  Be^uon  »  not  put  <*  That  eartaia  bai  meo  bad 

■to  tfaa  gcMrenmieiu  of  the  countqr.     "  I,  oendancy  over  ibe  nabob's  temper,  bj  vfaoao 

Iberefere,  desire  to  have  her  p«t  into  the  go-  ioaiigatica  he  aete."  AAer  eempUiniiig  of  the 

vemoieDt  of  the  country ;  and  thai  you  will  not  sUfhis  he  receives  from  the  nabob,  he  add% 

k<«p  me  longer  in  this  painful  suspense,  but  will  **  thus  theycaiise  the  nabob  to  treat  me,  sonn^ 

be  kindly  pleased  to  writo  iimnediaicly  to  the  tisBsa  with  indignity,  at  others  with  kindnesst 

Munny  Begum,  that  she  take  on  benelf  tho  just  as  they  think  proper  to  advise  him :  their 

administration  of  the  afiairs  of  the  nizamut^  view  ia,  thai  by  compelling  me  to  dbpleasum 

which  b  in  (act,  her  own  fiuaily,  without  the  at  sooh  unwoithy  treatment,  they  may  forca 

intorierence  of  any  other  person  whatever ;  aw  eidwr  to  relinquish  my  atatioo,  or  to  join 

by  this  yoo  will  give  me  oompieto  satts&e*  with  them,  and  act  by  their   advice,  and 

tUm."    Here  is  a  correspondence  more  likn  appoint  creatures  of  their  leoenuneadalion  to 

•n    auMiroua  than  a  stau  eorreapoodenca.  the  different  oAoes,  from  which  they  might 

What  ia  this  man  ao  eager  about,  what  in  draw  proii  to  themselvw."    This  is  {allowed 

ineh  a  rage  about,  that  he  cannot  endure  the  by  another  letter,  ia  which  he  shows  who 

maUeat  deUy  of  the  poet  wiih  comaun  pn>  those  eompt  men  weta,  that  had  gained  thn 

tienoo   -why,  leal  tbu  old  woman  (who  ia  not  ascendency  over  the  nabob's  temper    namely, 

hie  BBotber,  and  with  whom  he  bad  no  other  the  eunnehs  of  Binany  Begum ;  one  of  them 

tie  of  bloed)  should  not  be  made  mietrem  of  her  direct  instnanent  in  bribery  with  Mr. 

himself  nnd  the  whole  oouniry!  However,  in  a  Hastings.    What  you  would  espeet  from  such 

very  lew  moniha  afterwards  he  hiamelf  is  ap-  a  state  of  things  accordingly  happened.    Every 

pmnled  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  government}  thing  in  the  course  of  jnitioe  was  confounded  $ 

and  you  nay  easily  judge  by  the  preoediag  Iet>  aO  oflknal  responsibility  destroyed ;  and  no* 


leta,  who  was  to  govern.    It  would  be  aaafirenl  thing  but  a  aceoe  of  ibrgery,  peeulation,  and 

to  your  brdsbips*  judgaaent,,  to  aMsespt  to  knaveiy  of  every  kind  and  dsaoription  pra» 

prow,  who  was  lo  govern,  after  he  had  deair*  vailed  through  the  eoontry,  and  totally  dia* 

nd  to  put  the  whole  government  ef  aflairn  into  tarbed  all  order  and  justice  in  it.    He  saya, 


Ihe  hands  of  Munny  Begum.    Nosr  Munny  <*  The  beguss's  mhiisMrs,  before  my  arrivals 

Begum  having  ohiamed  this  sahtry,  aad  being  wHh  the  adviee  of  their  counseUors,  caused 

invested  wi|h  this  authority,  and  made  in  ef-  the  nabob  to  sign  a  receipt,  in  consequenon 

feet  the  total  and  entire  eovemour  of  the  of  which  thev  received  at  two  diibrent  timet 


govemour  of  the  of  which  they  received  at  two  diibrent  ti 

country,  as  I  have  proved  by  the  nabob's  let*  near  60,000  rupees,  in  Ibe  name  of  the  oflSoen 

tera ;  let  us  see  the  ooossquenoes  of  it ;  and,  of  the  adawlei,  fbujdairy,  4cc  from  the  eonn 

then,  I  desire  to  know,  whether  your  kwdships  pony's  circar;  and  having  dmwn  up  an  ao* 

can  believe,  that  in  ail  this  baste,  which,  in  count  current  in  the  manner  they  wished,  they 

fact,  is  Mr.  Hastings*s  haste  and  iropatieaoo  {  got  the  nnbob  to  sign  it,  and  then  sent  itto  ssa." 

(far  wo  shall  provp,  that  the  nabob  never  In  the  same  letter  he  Mserts,  "  diat  these  pen« 

did  or  ceuU  take  a  step  but  by  his  imsiB  pie  have  the  nabob  entirely  in  their  power." 
diate  orders  and  directions ;)  whether  yom        My  lords,  you  see  here  Mr.  Hastings  entp 

lordships  can    believe,    that  Mr.  Hastmgs  bling  the  oomipt  eumaehs  of  this  wicked  old 

wouU  incur  all^tbe   odium  attending  audi  woman  to  draw  upon  the  oempany's  treasury 

transaotiona,  unlem  ha  had  some  oomipt  coo*  at  their  pleasure,  under  forged  papers  of  the 

aideration.  wabeh,  for  just  such  moneys  as  they  please, 

My  lords,  very  soon  after  these  appoint*  pnder  the  name  and  pretence  of  giving  it  to 

menu  were  made,  conaisting  of  Munny  Bo-  the  offioers  of  justice,  but  which  they  dbtribnto 

gum  at  the  head  of  the  affairs,  the  lord  chief  nmeng  tbesmelvoo  as  they  think  lit    Thb 

justice  under  her,  and  under  her  direetion,  eomplaint  wae  aoon  followed  by  another,  and 

and  rajah  Goordaw  as  stoward  of  the  home-  diey  fornish,  first,  Ae  strongest  presumpliva 

hold ;  the  first  thing  we  hear  b,  just  what  your  proofofthe  corrupt  motives  of  Mr.  Hastiags: 

Wdohips  expeet  to  hear  upon  suoh  a  case,  and  secondly,  tbsy  show  the  horriUe  niin> 

that  thb  unfortimate  chief  justice,  who  was  a  ehievous  eflbete  of  hb   condnet  upon  the 

man  undoubtedly  of  but  a  poor,  bw  dispooi*  country. 

tion,  but  I  beliove  a  perfoctly  honest,  per*        In  oonsequenoe  of  the  foot  oomplaiBt,  Mr, 

foctly  well  inteotioned  man,  found  it  absolutely  Hastmgs  direots  thb  independent  nabob  not 

impoesible  for  him  to  eiscute  bb  office  under  to  concern  himself  any  longer  with  the  fouj* 

the  direction  of  Munny  Begum ;  and,  accord-  darry.    Tbe  nabob,  who  hi^  before  decbssdi 

bigly,  in  the  BMnth  of  September  following,  that  the  superiateadenoa  of  all  the  offioaa 
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beloBged  to  hin,  tnd  wis  to  b«  encirted  bj  lutely  naceaaiy  to  roitora  tho  eooriiy  to  t 

hiiBMlC  or  under  his  orden,  imcantlj  ob«]rfl  state  of  tnuquillity.*' 
Mr.  Hastings,  wad  declares,  be  will  not  inter-        My  lords,  what  evidence  do  we  prodoes 

fere  in  the  bwinessoftbeoourts  any  more.  Your  to  your  lordships  of  the  consequences  of  Mr. 

lordships  will  obserre  further,  that  the  com-  Hastings's  corrupt  measures  ?'--his  own.    Ha 

plaint  is  not  against  the  nabob,  but  against  here  girss  you  the  state,  into  which  the  ooiai> 

the  creatures  and  the  menial  senranis  of  Munny  try  ,was  thrown  by  the  criminal  interference  of 

JSegum,  and  yet  it  is  the  nabob  he  Ibrbids  to  the  wicked  woman,  whom  he  had  estaUidied 

interfere  in  this  business;  of  the  others  be  in  power,  totally  superseding  the  regidar  jodi- 

takes  no  notice ;  and  this  is  a  strong  proof  of  cial  authority  of  the  country,  and  throwing 

the  corrupt  dealings  of  Mr.  Hastings  with  efory  Ihuig  into  confusion.    As  usual  there  is 

this  woman.    When  the  whole  country  was  such  irregularity  in  his  conduct,  and  his  crimes 

fallen  into  oonfiision  under  the  administration  are  so  multiplied,  that  all  the  contrivances  of 

of  this  woman,  and  imder  her  corrupt  ministers,  ingenuity  are  tmaUe  to  corer  them :  now  and 

men  base-bom  and  employed  in  the  basest  then  he  comes  and  betrays  himself;  and  here 

offices  (the  men  of  the  househoki  train  of  the  be  confesses  to  you  his  own  weakness,  and  tho 

women  of  rank  in  that  country  are  of  that  effects  of  his  own  corruption; — he  bad  app<»nt- 

description)  he  writes  to  the  nabob  again,  and  ed  Munny  Begum  to  this  office  of  power,  be 

himself  oanlesses   the   mischiefs,    that   had  dare  not  say  a  word  to  her  upon  her  abuse  of 

arisen  from  his  corrupt  arrangements.  it,  but  he  lays  the  whole  upon  the  nabob. 

<*  At  your  ezoellency's  request,  I  sent  Sud-  When  the  chief  justice  con^lains,  that  thesa 

deiwaUHuk  KhAn  to  take  on  him  the  adminis-  crimes  were  the  consequence  of  Mumy  Be- 

stration  of  the  afiairs  of  the  adawlet  and  gum's  interference,  and  were  committed  by 

pbousdarry,  and  hoped  by  that  means  not  only  her  creattires ;  why  did  he  not  say  to  the  luibc^, 

to  bare  given  satisfaction  to  your  excellency;  the  begum  must  not  interfere;  the  begum's 

but  that  through  his  abilities  and  experience  eunuchs  must  not  interfere?    He  dared  not; 

these  affairs  would  have  been  conducted  in  because  that  woman  had  concealed  all  the 

such  manner  as  to  have  secured  the  peace  of  bribes  but  one  from  public  notice  to  gratify 

the  country,  and  the  happiness  of  the  people ;  him ;  she  and  Yatibai^Ali-KhAn,  her  minister, 

and  it  is  wUh  the  greatest  concern  I  learn,  who  had  the  principal  share  in  this  destruction 

that  this  measure  is  so  far  from  being  attended  of  justice,  and  perversion  of  all  the  principal 

with  the  expected  advantages,  that  the  affairs  functions  of  government,  had  it  in  their  power 

both  of  the  phousdany  and  adawlet  are  in  the  to  discover  the  whole.    Mr.  Hastings  was 

greatest  confusion  imaginable,  and  daily  rob-  obliged,  in  consequence  of  that  concealment, 

beries  and  murders  are  perpetrated  throughout  to  support  her  and  to  support  him.    Every 

the  country.    This  is  evidently  owing  to  the  evil  principle  was  at  work.     He  bought  a 

want  of  a  proper  authority  in  the  person  ap-  mercenary  silence  to  pay  th^  same  back  to 

pointed   to  superintend  them.     I  therefore  them.    It  was  a  wirked  silence,  the  cooceaK 

addressed  your  excellency  on  the  importance  ment  of  their  con:?rui  guilL    There  was  ai 

and  delicacy  of  the  afiairs  in  question,  and  of  once  a  corrupt  gratitude  operating  mutuaSiy  by 

the  necemity  of  lodging  full  power  in  the  hands  a  corrupt  influeoco  ihi  both ;  and  a  corrupt  fear 

of  the  person  chosen  to  admmister  them.    In  influt'-ncing  the  mind  of  Mr.  Hastings,  which 

reply  to  which  your  excellency  expressed  senti-  did  n«>i  permit  him  to  put  an  end  to  this  scene 

ments  coincident  with  mine.    Notwithstand^  of  ifaiordvr  and  confusion,  bought  at  ihe  ex- 

ing   which,    your   dependants   and  people,  penso  of  £JM,000  a  year  to  the  oompany. 

actuated  by  selfish  and  avaricious  views,  have  You  will  hereafter  see  what  use  ho  makes  of 

by  their  interference  so  impeded  the  business,  the  evidence  of  Yatibar^Aii-Khftn,   and  of 

as  to  throw  the  whole  country  into  a  state  of  this  woman,  for  concealing  their  guilt 
confusion,  from  which  nothing  can  retrieve  it        Your  lordships  will  observe,  that  the  vir- 

but  an  unlimited  power  lodged  in  the  hands  of  tuous  majority,  whose  reign  was   but  short, 

the  superintendent.    I  therefore  request,  that  and  two  of  whom  died  of  grief  and  vexation 

your  excellency  will  give  the  strictest  injuno-  under  the  impediments  which  they  met  with 

lions  to  aJI  your  dependants  not  to  interfere  in  from  the  corruptions  and  oppositioitt  of  Mr. 

any  manner  with  any  matter  relative  to  the  Hastings  (their  indirect  murderer ;  for  it  is  well 

affairs  of  the  adawlet  and  pbousdarry ;  and  that  known  to  the  worid,  that  their  hearts  wei«  thus 

you  will  yourself  relinquish  all  interference  broken,)  put  their  conduct  out  of  all  suspicion, 

therein,  and  leave  them  entirely  to  the  manage*  for  they  ordered  an  exact  account  to  be  kept  fay 

of  Sudder-til-Huk  KhAn.    This  is  abso-  Mahomed  Reza  KhAn ;  though,  certain^,  i 
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9ttf  penoB  in  the  ooaatry  could  be  truitedi  he,  render  him  worthy  of  their  protection.    We 
npon  hifl  chmracter,  might;  but  they  did  not  thereiure  repeat  our  daclaratioo,  that  ti>  re- 
tnist  him,  becauee  they  knew  the  company  did  quire  the  disroistion  of  a  prime  minister,  thua 
Dot  suffer  them  to  trust  any  man :  they  order-  circumstanced,  witliout  producing  the  smallest 
•d  an  exact  account  to  be  kept  by  him  of  the  prooT  of  his  infidelity  (o  the  cnmpany,  or  Ten- 
nabob's  expenses,  which  finally  must  be  the  turing  to  cliarge  him  with  ono  instance  ofmal- 
company's  expenses ;  they  ordered  the  account  administration  in  the  discharge  of  his  puUic 
to  be  sent  down  yearly  to  be  controulled,  if  duty,  was  improper,  and  inconsistent  'with 
necessary,  whilst  the  means  of  controul  existed,  the  friendship  subsisting  between  the  nabob  of 
What  was  Mr.  Hastings's  conduct  ?    He  did  Bengal  and  the  company.''    And  further  on, 
not  give  the  persons,  whom  he  appointed,  any  they  say — "  The  nabob  haring  intimated,  that 
order  to  produce  any  account,  though  their  cha-  he  had  repeatedly  stated  the  trouble  and  un* 
racter  and  circumstances  were  such  as  made  easiness,  which  he  had  sufiered  from  the  naib- 
an  account  ten  thousand  tiroes  more  necessary  >hip  of  the  nizamut  bemg  rested  in  Mahomed 
from  them  than  from  those,  from  whom  it  had  Reza  Kh4n,  we  observe  one  of  the  members 
been  in  (brmer  times  by  the  company  strictly  of  your  board  desired  the  nabob's  repeated 
exacted.    So  that  his  not  ordering  any  ac-  letters  on  the  subject  might  be  read,  but  this 
count  to  be  given  of  the  money,  that  was  to  be  reasonable  request  was  overruled,  on  a  plea 
expended,  leaves  no  doubt,  that  the  appoin^  of  saving  the  board's  time,  which  we  can  by 
ment  of  Munny  Begum,  was  in  pursuance  of  no  means  admit  as  a  sufficient  objection.  The 
bis  old  system  of  bribery,  and  that  be  main*  nabob's  letters  of  the  S5th  and  SOth  August, 
tained  her  in  office  to  the  subversion  of  public  of  the  Sd  September  and .  I7th  November, 
^lioe,  for  the  purpose  of  robbing,  and  otf'coo-  leave  us  no  doubt  of  the  true  design  of  thte 
tinning  in  the  practice  of  robbing,  tbe  country,  extraordinary  business  being  to  bring  forward 

Bui  though  tliis  continued  longer  than  was  Munny  Begum,  and  again  to  invest  her  with 

fi>r  tlie  good  of  the  country,  yet  it  did  not  con-  improper  power  and  influence,  notwithstand- 

tinue  absolutely  and  relatively  long  ;  because  ing  our  former  declaration,  that  so  great  a 

the  court  of  directors,  as  soon  as  they  heard  part  of  the  nabob's  allowance  had  been  em- 

of  this  iniquitous  appoimment,  which  glared  bezzled,  or  misapplied   under  her  suporin- 

upon  them  in  all  the  light  of  its  infamy,  im-  tendence." 

mediately  wrote  the  strongest,  the  most  d»-  At  present,  I  do  not  think  it  necessary,  be- 
cided,  and  the  moat  peremptory  censure  upon  cause  it  would  be  doing  more  than  enough  \  it 
him,  attributing  hi4  acts,  every  one  of  them,  would  be  slaying  the  slain,  to  show  your  lord- 
lo  the  same  causds,  to  which  I  attribute  them,  ships  what  Mr.  Hastings's  motives  were  in 
As  a  proof,  thac  the  court  of  directors  saw  the  acting  against  the  sense  of  the  East-India 
thing  \n  the  v<iry  light,  in  which  I  represent  it  Company,  appointed  by  an  act  of  parliament  to 
to  your  lordships,  and  indeed  in  which  every  controul  him :  that  he  did  it,  for  a  corrupt  puiw 
one  must  see  it,  you  will  find,  that  they  re-  pose;  that  all  his  pretences  were  false  and 
probate  all  his  idle  excuses ;  that  they  repro-  fraudulent,  and  that  be  had  his  own  corrupt 
bate  all  the  actors  in  the  scene  ;  that  Uioy  views  in  the  whole  of  the  proceeding.  But  in 
consider  every  thing  to  have  been  done,  not  the  statement,  which  I  have  given  of  this  mat- 
by  the  nabob,  but  by  himself ;  that  the  ob-  ter,  I  beg  your  lordships  to  observe  the  instni- 
ject  of  the  appointment  of  Munny  Begum  ments,  with  which  Mr.  Hastuigs  acts.  The 
was  mofusft  and  that  the  consequence  of  that  great  men  of  that  country,  and  particularly  the 
appointment  was  the  robbery  of  the  nabob's  soubahdar  himself,  the  nabob,  are,  and  is  in 
treasury.  "  We  by  no  means  approve  your  so  equivocal  a  situation,  that  it  afforded  him 
late  proceedings,  on  the  application  of  the  two  bolting  holes,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to 
nabob  Mobareck  ul  Dowlah,  for  the  removal  resist  the  anthority  of  the  company,  and  ex- 
of  the  naib  soubahdar.  The  requisition  of  ercise  an  arbitrary  authority  of  his  own ;  fer, 
Mobareck  ul  Dowlah  was  improper  and  un-  though  the  nabob  has  the  titles  of  high  sove- 
friendly  ;  because  he  must  have  known,  that  reignty,  he  is  the  lowest  of  all  dependants:  he 
the  late  appointment  of  Mahomed  Reza  Khkn  appears  to  be  the  master  of  the  country :  he  is 
to  the  office  of  naib  soubahdar  had  been  mark-  a  pensioner  of  the  company's  government, 
ed  with  the  company's  special  approbation  ;  When  Mr.  Hastings  wants  him  to  obey  and 
and  that  the  court  of  directors  had  assured  answer  his  corrupt  purposes,  he  finds  him  in 
htm  of  their  favour,  so  long  .is  a  firm  attach-  the  character  of  a  pensioner:  when  he  wants 
ment  to  the  company's  interest,  and  a  proper  his  authority  to  support  him  in  opposition  to 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  station,  should  tlie  authority  of  the  company,  immediately  he 
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Itvtats  him  with  bi^  Mraneigii  pofwere;  and  country,  and  who  eafelftntly  M  OppoMd  Ifr 

be  dare  not  execute  ibe  oiderB  of  the  company  H&slings  upon  principiea  oCboMor,  and  pria- 

for  fear  of  doing  some  act,  thtt  will  make  him  eiplea  of  obedience  to  the  aulhoiicy  of  (ha 

Odioua  in  the  eyea  oTGod  and  man.    We  see  eompany,  tmder  which  he  acted,  had  aefvr 

how  be  appointed  all  officen  for  him,  and  hr-  Contended  for  any  one  thing,  in  any  way,  or 

hade  hia  interference  in  all  affairs.    When  in  any  instance,  but  obedience  to  them^  and 

the  company  see  the  impropriety  and  the  guilt  had  constantly  asserted,  thai  Mahomed  Itett 

of  these  acts,  and  order  hira  to  rescind  them,  Khdn  ought  to  be  put  into  empbyment.  Mr* 

and  appoint  again  Mahomed  Reza Kh&n,  ho  Hastings  as  constantly  oppoeed  htm;  and  Ifat 

declares  ho  will  not:  that  he  cannot  do  it  in  jus-  reason  he  gare  for  it  was,  tfatt  it  was  agtinrt 

tice,  but  that  he  wiU  consent  to  send  him  the  the  direct  rights  of  the  nabob ;  and  that  ihey 

order  of  the  company;  but  without  badEing  it  were  ri^ta  so  sacred,  that  they  oOttM  net  bo 

with  any  order  ofthe  board ;  which,  supposing  infringed  eren  by  the  sorereign  authority  aT 

oven  there  had  been  no  private  communication^  the  company  ordering  him  to  do  IL    He  had 

was,  in  other  words,  commanding  him  to  dls-  eo  gr«at  an  aversion  to  the  least  subtraetioii  U 

obey  it.    So  this  poor  man,  who  a  short  time  the  nabobs  right,  that  thoc^  expr«asly  oo»> 

before  was  at  the  feet  of  Mr.  Hastings,  whom  manded  by  the  court  of  directors,  he  wodd 

ftfr.  Hastings  declared  to  be  a  pageant,  and  aoi  suffer  Malnmed  Rem  R3iAn  lobe  inveseed 

swore  in  a  court  of  iustico  that  he  was  but  a  with  hb  office  under  the  company's  authority, 

pageant,  and  followed  thai  affidavit  with  long  The  nabob  was  too  aovoreign^-too  sJiprwM 

declarations  hi  council,  that  he  was  a  pageant  for  him  to  do  it:  Ixit  such  is  the  fkte  of  bomM 

in  sovereignty,  &nd  ought  m  policy  ever  to  be  grandeur,  that  a  whimsical  event  reduced  tba 

held  out  as  such:  this  man  he  sets  up  b  oppo-  nabob  to  his  state  of  pageant  again,  and  andt 

sition  to  the  company,  and  reflises  to  appoint  him  the  mare  sobject  of— 70U  will  aoe  whom. 

Mahomed  Heza  Kh&n  to  the  office,  which  Mr.  Hastings  Ibund  he  was  so  embarrassed 

was  guarantied  to  him  by  the  express  faith  of  by  his  disobedience  to  the  spirit  of  tlit  ordsrt 

the  company,  pledged  to  his  support.    Will  of  the  company,  and  by  the  various  wOdpra- 

any  man  tell  roe,  that  thb  resistance,  under  jecta  he  had  formed,  as  to  make  it  necessarr 

such  base,  though  plausible,  pretences,  could  for  him,  even  though  he  had  a  maionly  in  tho 

spring  from  any  other  cause,  than  a  resolution  council,  to  gain  over  at  any  price  Mr.  Francii. 

oTperaisting  systematically  in  his  course  of  cor-  Mr.  Francis,  frightened  by  the  same  miso- 

ruption  and  bribery,  through  Munny  Begum?  rable  situation  of  affairs ,(for  this  hapnened  at 


company: 

unemployed,  because,  as  he  says,  ho  cannot  in  concede  them  to  the  public  necessKy?'AoCMd- 

justice  execute  orders  from   the  company  ingly,  he  agreed  to  terms  with  Mr.  Hastiass. 

{though  they  are  his  undoubted  masters,)  con-  But  what  was  the  price  of  that  cocceesioot 

trary  to  the  rights  of  the  nabob.    You  see,  Any  base  purpose,  any  desertion  of  public 

what  the  rights  of  the  nabob  were :  the  rights  duty?    No ;  all  that  he  desired  of  Mr.  Has> 

of  the  nabob  were  to  be  governed  by  Munny  tings,  was,  that  he  shouU  obey  the  ordets  of 

Begum,  and  her  scandalous  ministers.    But,  the  company ;  and  among  other  acts  of  the 

however,  we  now  see  him  exalted  to  be  an  in-  obedience  required  was  mis,  that  Mahomed 

dependent  sovereign— 4ie  defies  the  company  Reza  KhAn  should  be  put  into  his  office, 

at  the  head  cS  their  armies  and  their  treasury —  You  have  beard,  how  Mr.  Hastings  opposed 

that  name,  that  sukes  all  India  shake,  was  the  order  of  toe  comjiany,  and  on  what  aocooat 

defied  by  one  of  its  pensioners.     My  lords,  ho  opposed  it.     On  the  first  of  September  bo 

human  greatness  Is  an  unstable  thing.    This  aem  an  order  to  the  nabob,  now  become  his 

man,  so  suddenly  exalted,  was  as  soon  d^prsss-  subject,  to  give  up  this  office  to  Mahomed 

ad ;  and  the  manner  of  his  depression  is  as  Reza  KhlLn  ;  an  act,  which  he  had  before  tt- 

curious  as  that  of  his  exaltation  by  Mr.  Has-  presented  as  a  dethroning  of  the  nabob.    The 

tings ;  and  will  tend  to  show  you  the  man  most  order  went  on  the  first  of  September,  "and  on 

clearly.    Mr.  Francis,  whose  conduct  all  along  the  third,  this  great  and  mighty  prince,  whom 

was  directed  by  no  other  principles  than  those,  all  earth  could  not  move  from  the  assertion  of 

which  were  in  conformity  with  the  plan  adopt-  his  rights,  gives  them  all  up  ;  and  Mahomed 

ed  by  himself  and  his   virtuous  colleagues;  RczaKhAn  is  invested  with  them.    So  there 

namely,  an  entire  obedience  to  the  laws  of  his  all  his  pretences  were  gone.    It  is  plain,  that 


or  WABUEN  HASnNOS,  E8CI.  437 


mhkt  had  ben  doM  bcfon,  ma  for  Mmmj  will  show,  firat,  thAt  he  wu  maed  m  1713,  to 

Begum ;  end  that  what  he  ncnr  fave  np,  wae  pot  an  end  to  that  oonmption.  I  willihow,  that 

from  neoMrity  :  and  it  ehowa,  tlmt  the  nabob  he  did  not :  that  he,  knowingly  and  willingly, 

wae  the  meaaaet  of  kia  eenranla ;  for  in  truth  ooanived  lU  it ;  and  that  that  oonninuioe  waa 

be  ate  hia  daily  bread  out  of  the  handa  of  Mr.  the  principal  cause  of  aU  the  dieordera,  that 

Haatinga  through  Monny  Begum.  haTe  hitherto  prevailed  in  that  country.    I  will 

MahooMd  Reaa  KhAn  waa  now  inveated  ifaow  you,  that  he  positively  refused  to  obey 

•gain  with  his  office  ;  but,  such  was  the  the  company's  order  to  inquire  into  and  tc 

Irsacbery  of  Mr.  HasUngfi,  that  though  he  ootreet  the  corruptions,  that  prevailed  in  that 

wrote  to  the  nabob,  that  this  was  done  in  eon-  country.     Nest,  that  he  estahlisbed  an  avow- 

sequenoe  of  the  orders  of  the  company,  he  did  ed  system  of  connivanoe,  in  order  to  gain  over 

elaadestinely,  according  to  his  usual  mode,  as-  every  thing,  that  was  corrupt  in  the  country, 

sure  the  m^xtb,  that  Mahomed  Rcxa  KhAn  And  that,  lastly,  to  secure  it,  he  gave  up  all 

abould  not  hold  the  place  longer  than  till  he  the  prosecutions ;  and  enervated,  and  took 

beard  from  England.     He  then  wrote  him  away,  the  sole  arm  left  to  theoompany  for  the 

another  letter,  that  he  abould  hoU  it  no  longer  aawrtioo  of  authority,  and  the  preservation  of 

ikan  while  he  submitted  to  his  present  ne-  good  morals  and  purity  in  their  service. 

aessity  ;  thus  giving  up  to  his  colleague,  what  My  lords,  here  is  a  letter  in  the  year  1773, 

he  refiised  to  the  oompsny ;  and  engaged  prip  in  which  the  court  of  directors  had,  upon  his 

vately,  that  he  would  dismiss  Mahomed  Resa  own  representation,  approved  some  part  of  his 

SShkn  again.     And,  aceordingly,  the  moment  conduct ;  he  is  channed  with  their  approba* 

he  thought  Mr.  Francis  was  not  in  aooodition  tion ;  he  promises  the  grealest  things :  but  I 

tt»  give  him  trouble  any  k>ttger,that  moment  he  believe  your  lordships  mil  see  from  the  smik 

again  turned  out  Mahomed  Reza  KhAo  from  ner,  in  which  be  proceeds  at  that  very  instant, 

Ihat  general  supcilnlendence  of  aftirs,  which  that  a  more  deliberate  systsm,  for  not  only 

the  company  gave  him ;  and  deposed  bhn  as  a  being  eonupA  himself,  but  supporting  oorrup> 

minister,  iMving  him  only  a  very  confined  aa>  tion  in  others,  never  was  eihibited  in  any 

thori^  as  a  magidrate.  All  diese  changes,  ne  public  paper.    "  While  I  indulge  the  pleasors, 

less  than  fcm  grant  revohitions,  if  I  may  so  <^  which  I  receive  from  the  past  successes  cit  my 

thesa,  were  made  1^  Mr.  Hastings  for  his  own  endeavours,  I  own  I  cannot  refrain  from  look 

eorrupt  purposes.     This  is  the  manner,  in  ing  back  with  a  mixture  of  anxiety  on  the  omi»> 

which  Mr.  Hastings  has  played  with  the  most  sions,  by  which  I  am  sensible  I  nay  since 

sacred  objects,  that  man  ever  had  a*dealing  have  haarded  the  dirainntion  of  your  esteem, 

with ;  with  the  government— with  the  justice  AH  my  letters,  addressed  to  your  honourable 

—with  the  order--with  the  dignity — ^with  the  court,  and  to  the  secret  committee,  repeat  dm 

Bobility  of  a  great  country :  be  played  with  strongest  promises  of  prosecuting  the  inquiries 

them  to  satisfy  his  own  wicked  and  corrupt  into  Uie  conduct  of  your  servants,  which  you 

purpoeeo  throuj^  the  basest  inslrtmient.  had  been  pleased  to  commit  particularly  to  m> 

Now,  my  lords,  I  have  d<me  with  diese  pre-  eharge.    Ton  will  readily  perceive,  that  I  must 

■umptiotts  of  corruption  with  Munny  Begum ;  have  been  sincere  in  those  dedamtions,  since 

and  have  shewn,  that  it  is  not  a  slight  crime,  it  would  have  argsed  great  indiscretion  to  have 

but  that  it  is  attended  with  a  breach  ef  pub-  made  them,  had  I  foreseen  my  inability  to  per- 

lic  foith  ;  with  a  breach  of  his  order»— with  a  form  them.    I  find  myself  now  under  the  dis- 

breach  of  the  whole  Englirii  govenmwnt,  and  agreeable  necessity  of  avowing  that  inability ; 

the  destruction  of  the  native  government—  at  the  same  time  I  will  boldly  take  upon  me 

of  the  police— the  order— the  safety^-the  so-  to  affinn,  that  on  whomsoever  you  might 

curity— and  the  justice  of  the  country  :  and  have  delegated  that  charge,  and  by  whatever 

that  all  these  are  much  concerned  in  this  cause,  powen  it  mi|^  have  been  accompanied,  it 

Therefore  the  Commons  stand  before  the  fooe  would  have  hm  sufficient  to  occupy  the  entire 

oftheworM,  and  say,  we  have  brought  a  cause  attention  of  those,  who  were  inutated  with 

—a  great  cause — a  cause  worthy  the  Com-  it ;  and,  even  with  all  the  aids  of  leisure  and 

nons  of  England  to  prosecute,  and  worthy  the  authority,  wouM  have  proved  ineffectual.     I 

Lrds  to  judge  and  determine  upon.  dare  appeal  to  the  puUic  records,  to  the  te^ 

I  have  now  oothing  further  to  state,  than  ttmony  of  those,  who  have  opportunities  of 

what  the  conssquences  are  of  Mr.  Hutingi  knowing  me,  and  even  to  the  detail,  which 

taking  bribes ;  that  Mr.  Hastings's  taking  of  the  public  voice  can  report  of  the  past  acta 

bribes  is  not  only  his  own  corruption,  but  the  o^  this  government,  that  my  time  has   besa 

incurable  oonuptioo  of  the  whole  service.    I  neither  idly  nor  uselessly  empfoyed  :  yet  sinh 
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an  the  etret  and  embftmamentt  of  thk  tb-  tend  more  to  ibeir  dnrepiitatiee,  dan 

rioui  state,  that  although  miich  may  be  done,  their  attempts  to  refonn  it  would  tend  to 

much  more,  even  in  matterM  of  moment,  must  senrice. 

necessarily  remain  neglected.    To  select  6rom  Mr.  Hastings  should  natnially  have  im- 

the  miscellaneous  heap,  which  each  day's  ex-  gined,  that  the  law  was  a  resource  in  this  do- 

igencies  present  to  our  choice,  those  points,  on  sperate  case  of  bribery  :  he  telis  you,  ibat  in 

which  the  general  wel&re  of  your  affairs  most  '*  that  diarge  of  oppression,  though  they  were 

essentially  depends ;  to  provide  expedients  for  supported  by  the  cries  of  the  pec^le,  and  the 

future  advantages,  and  guard  against  probable  most  authentic  representations,  it  is  yet  ia* 

evils,  are  all,  that  your  administration  can  possible  in  moift  cases  to  obtain  legal  praob." 

faithfully  promise  to  peribrm  for  your  service  Here  is  a  system  of  tots!  despair  ujion  the 

with  their  united  labours  most  diligently  exerts  business,  which,  I  hope,  and  believe,  is  opt  a 

ed.  They  cannot  look  back  without  sacrificing  desperate  one,  aiid  has  not  proved  a  diespemte 

the  objects  of  their  immediate  duty,  which  are  one,  whenever  a  rational  attempt  has  been 

those  of  your  interests,  to  endless  researches,  made  to  pursue  it.   Here  you  find  him  oonrupC, 

which  can  produce  no  real  good ;  and  may  and  you  find  in  Mnsequence  of  that  eormptioo^ 

expose  your  afiaurs  to  all  the  ruinous  conse-  that  he  screens  the  whole  body  of  oorraption  in 

quences  of  personal  malevolence,  both  here  India,  and  states  an  absobte  despair  of  ai^ 

and  at  home.**  possibility,  by  any  art  or  address,  of  putting 

My  lords,  this  is  the  first  man,  I  believe,  an  end  to  it.    Nay,  he  tells  you,  that  if  oomip* 

that  ever  took  credit  for  his  smcerity  from  hb  tion  did  not  exist,  if  it  was  not  connived  at,  that 

breach  of  his  |»omises — "  I  could  not,'*  he  the  India  company  could  not  exist :  Aether 

says, "  have  made  these  promises,  if  I  had  not  that  be  a  truth  or  not  I  cannot  tell ;  but  this  I 

thought,  that  I  could  perform  them."    Now,  I  know,  that  it  is  the  most  horrMe  picture,  that 

find  I  cannot  perform  them,  and  you  have  in  ever  was  made  of  any  country.    It  might  be 

that  non-performance,  and  m  that  profession,  said,  that  there  were  excuses  for  omissionsi 

a  securi^  for  my  sincerity  when  I  promised  sins  of  omission  he  calls  them.    I  wiH  riiow, 

them.     Upon  tliis  principle,  any  man,  who  that  they  were  systematic,  that  Mr.  Hastings 

makes  a  promise,  has  noticing  to  do  afterwards,  did  uniformly  profess,  that  he  woidd  eonnive  at 

but  to  say,  that  he  finds  himself  (without  as-  abuses,  and  contend,  that  abuses  ongfat  lo  be 

signing  any  particular  cause  for  it)  unable  to  connived  at.    When  the  whole  mystery  of  the 

perform  it ;  not  only  to  justify  himself  for  his  iniquity,  in  which  ho  himself  vras  deeply  cao> 

non-performance,  but  to  justify  himself,  and  cerited,  came  to  light;  when  it  appeared,  that 

claim  credit  for  sincerity  in  his  original  pro-  all  the  company's  orders  were  eontravened ; 

fession.    The  charge  was  given  him  specially,  that  contracts  were  given  directly  contrary  to 

and   he  promised  obedience,  over  and  over,  their  orders,  and  upon  principles  subvereiTo  of 

upon  the  spot,  and  in  the  country,  in  which  }\p  their  government,  leading  to  all  manner  of  o|H 

was  no  novice,  for  he  had  been  bred  in  it :  it  pression  and  ruin  to  the  country  ;  what  was 

was  his  native  country  in  one  sense,  it  was  the  Mr.  Hastings's  answer  7  "  I  must  here  r»> 

place  of  his  renewed  nativity  and  regeneration,  mark,  that  the  majority    ****** 

Yet,  this  very  man,  as  if  he  was  a  norice  in  it,  I  had  not  the  power  of  establishing  it"*  Then 

now  says,  "  I  promised  you  what  I  now  find  he  goes  on,  and  states  other  cases  of  oorrap- 

I  cannot  perform."    Nay,  what  is  worse,  he  ticm,  at  every  one  of  which  he  winks.    Here 

declares,  no  man  coukl  perform  it,  if  he  gave  up  he  states  another  reason  for  his  connivance  ; 

his  whole  time  to  it :  and,  lastly,  he  says,  that  "  Suppose  sgain,"  for  he  puts  another  supposi- 

the  inquiry  into  these  corruptions,  even  if  you  tion,  and  these  suppositions  are  not  hypotheses 

succeeded  in  it,  would  do  more  harm  than  good,  laid  down  for  argument,  but  real  facts  ^en  ev> 

Now,  was  there  ever  an  instance  of  a  man  so  isting  before  the  councU  examining  into  grievw 

basely  deserting  a  duty,  and  giving  so  base  a  ances ;  "  Suppose  again,  that  any  person  had 

reason  for  it  ?    His  duty  was  to  put  an  end  to  benefited  himself      *    *    *    *    m      unpro- 

oorruption  in  every  channel  of  government. —  fitable  discussion.'^ 

It  cannot  be  done.    Why?  because  it  would  Here  is  a  direct  avowal  of  his  ret«ing  to 

expose  our  ai&irs  to  malignity  and  enmity  ;  examine  into  the  conduct  of  persons  in  the 

and  end,  perhaps,  to  our  disadvantage.    Not  council,  even  in  the  highest  departments  of 

only  will  he  connive  himself,  but  he  advises  government,  and  the  best  paid,  for  fear  he 

the  company  to  do  it.    For  fear  of  what  ?  for  ^ould  dissatisfy  them,  and  should  lose  their 
fear,  that  their  service  was  so  abandoned 

and  corrupt,  that  the  display  of  the  evil  would  •  Document  wanting,    f  Documant  wantlnf. 
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foC0«,  by  diMOinring  Umm  pecolationg  ud  doubt  of  your  lordthipt'  juitice,  and  of  the 
eorniptioiM,  thoog^  ho  perftctlj  knew  UienL  goodnen  of  our  cause. 
Wat  there  ever,  since  the  werld  began,  any  The  table  of  the  House  of  Commons  groan- 
nan,  who  would  dare  to  avow  such  senti-  ed  imder  complaints  of  the  evils  growing  in 
nents,  until  driven  to  the  wall  ?  If  he  could  India  under  this  systematic  connivance  of 
■how,  that  he  himself  abhorred  bribes,  and  kept  Mr.  Hastings.  The  directors  had  set  on  foot 
at  a  distance  from  them ;  then,  he  might  say,  prosecutions,  to  be  conducted  Gbd  knows  how ; 
I  connive  at  the  bribes  of  others ;  but  when  he  but  such  as  they  were,  they  were  their  only 
acknowledges,  that  he  takes  bribes,  how  can  remedy ;  and  they  began  to  consider  at  last, 
you  doubt,  that  he  buys  a  oomipt  confederacy,  that  these  proeecnlions  had  taken  a  long  obli- 
nnd  puts  an  end  to  any  hope  through  him  of  tIous  nap  of  many  yean ;  and,  atla.tt,  know- 
nformation  of  the  abuses  at  Bengal  9  But  ing,  that  they  wore  likely  in  the  year  1782'to 
your  kxdshipa  will  see,  that  he  not  only  con-  be  called  to  a  strict  account  about  their  own 
nived  at  abun,  hut  patronized  it,  and  support  conduct,  the  court  of  directors  began  to  rouse 
ed  it  (or  his  own  political  puiposes,  since  he  themselves,  and  they  write  tlius:  "Having  in 
,  here  confesses,  that  if  inquiry  into  it  created  several  of  our  letters  to  you  very  attentively 
him  ill  humour,  and  produced  him  an  opposition  perused  all  the  proceedings  referred  to  in  these 
in  council,  he  sacrificed  it  to  the  power  of  the  paragraphs,  relative  to  the  various  forgeries  on 
company,  and  the  constitntioo  of  their  govern-  the  company's  treasuries,  we  lament  exceed- 
ment.  Did  he  so  ?  The  company  ordered  uigly,  that  the  parties  should  have  been  so  long 
him  to  prosecute  those  people,  and  their  con-  in  confinement  without  being  brought  to  trial.*" 
atitution  required,  that  they  should  be  prose-  Here,  my  lords,  after  justice  had  been  asleep 
euled.  No,  says  Mr.  Hastings,  the  conniving  at  awhile,  it  revived .  They  directed  two  things ; 
it  procures  a  majority  of  votes*  The  very  things  first,  that  those  suits  should  be  pursued ;  but 
that  he  bou|^t,  %vas  not  worth  half  the  price  he  whether  pursued  or  not,  that  an  account  of  the 
paid  fi>r  it.  He  was  sent  to  reform  corruptions,  state  of  ihem  should  be  given,  that  they  might 
and  in  order  that  he  might  reibrm  corruptions,  give  orders  concerning  diem, 
he  winked  at,  countenanced  and  patronized  Tour  lordships  see  the  orders  of  the  con^ 
them,  to  get  a  majority  of  votes  ;  and  what  pany.  Did  they  not  want  to  pursue  and  to  re- 
was,  in  fact,  a  saoifice  to  his  own  interest,  vive  those  dormant  prosecutions  ?  they  want 
ambition,  and  corruption,  he  calls  a  sacrifice  to  to  have  a  state  of  them,  that  they  may  know 
the  company.  He  puts  then  this-ailemative,  how  to  direct  the  future  ccmduct  of  them  with 
either  give  every  thing  mto  my  hand,  suffer  me  more  effect  and  vigour  than  they  had  yet  been 
to  go  on,  and  have  no  controul,or  else  I  wink  at  pursued  with.  You  will  naturally  imagine, 
every  species  of  corruption.  It  is  a  remarkable  that  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  obey  their  orders, 
and  stupendous  diing,  that  when  all  the  worid  or  obeyed  them  languidly:  no,  he  took  another 
was  alaimed  at  the  disorders  of  the  company ;  part.  He  says,  '^Imving  attentively  read  and 
when  that  alarm  occasioned  his  being  sent  out ;  weighed  the  arguments  *  4f  *  *  * 
and  when  in  consequence  of  that  alarm,  parliar  for  withdrawing  them."*  Thus  he  begins  with 
meat  suspended  die  constitution  of  the  com-  the  general  principle  of  connivance ;  he  di- 
pany ,  and  appointed  another  government,  Mr.  rectly  avows  he  does  it  for  a  political  purpose ; 
Hastings  should  tell  that  company,  that  parlia-  and  when  the  company  directs,  he  shall  pro- 
ment  had  done  wrong,  and  ttrait  the  person  put  coed  in  the  suits ;  instead  of  deferring  to  their^ 
at  the  head  of  that  government  was  to  wink  at  judgment,  he  takes  the  judgment  on  himself, 
those  abuses.  Nay,  what  is  more,  not  only  and  says,  theirs  is  untenable ;  he  direcdy  dis- 
does  Mr.  Hastings  declare,  upon  general  prin-  charges  the  prosecutions  of  the  company ; 
ciples,  that  it  was  impossible  to  pursue  all  the  supersedes  the  authority  of  his  masters,  and 
delinquencies  of  India ;  and  that,  if  possible  to  gives  a  general  release  to  all  the  persons,  who 
pursue  them,  mischief  would  h^pen  from  it ;  were  still  suffering  by  the  feeble  footsteps  of 
but  your  lordships  will  observe,  that  Mr.  Has-  justice  in  that  counby.  He  gave  them  an 
tings,  in  this  business,  during  the  whole  period  act  of  indemnity,  and  that  was  the  last  of  his 
of  die  administration  of  that  body,  iriiich  was  acts. 

sent  out  to  inquiro  into  and  refixm  the  oorrap-  Now  when  I  show  the  oonsei^oence  of  his 

tioBS  of  India,  did  not  call  one  person  to  an  bribery,  the  presumptions,  that  arise  fixwn  hit 

account;  nor,  eicept  Mr.  Hastings,  this  day,  own  bribes,  his  attention  to  secure  others  from 

has  any  one  been  called  to  an  account,  or  pu-  the  punishment  of  theirs ;  and,  when  ordered 

nished  for  delinquency.    Whether  he  wiD  be  / 

vanished  or  no,  time  will  show.    I  have  no  *  Document  wanting. 
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to  curf  on  a  Mit,  kit  diichvgiBg  it :  ^Antm  dibpidaliw  tad  raUMiyt  tiMt  «•■  nftd*  «f  iba 

we  BM  all  this,  can  we  avoid  judging  and  £.160/X)0  which  bad  bem  left  kim. 

forming  our  opiniooe  upon  two  grand  points :  I  have  now  finished  what  I  propoeed  to  say 

firat)  that  no  man  would  proceed  in  that  uni-  reUtire  to  hie  grnt  iiindof  bribei7,in  thefint 

versal  patronage  of  guilt,  unleee  he  was  guilty  iwtaire  of  it,  namelyi  the  adwim^iatiMi  of 

himself :  next,  that  by  a  univeraal  conniyance  juetioe  in  the  oonatry- 

f(Mr  fourteen  years,  he  is  himself  the  cause  and  There  is  another  syeliBiii  of  bribery,  wfaidi 

main  spring  of  all  the  evils,  calamities,  extor-  I  shall  stato  befiira  my  friends  pradocn  tbe  evi- 

tion,  and  bribery,  that  have  prevailed  and  nt-  denee.    Ho  put  up  all  the  gmiiu  ^ffieee  of  ike 

vaged  that  county  for  so  long  a  time?    There  country  to  sale ;  he  Bakaa  use  of  the  trait  he 

is  indeed  no  doubt  either  of  his  guilt,  or  of  the  had  of  the  revenuee  in  order  to  destiny  the 

consequences  of  it,  by  which  he  has  extin-  whole  system  of  those  revwnes,  aad  to  bind 

guished  the  last  expiring  hope  and  glimpse,  them  and  make  them  subseivirnt  to  his  systsm 

that  remamed,  of  procuring  a  remedy  for  India  of  bribery ;  and  this  will  asake  it  oecsssary  fir 

of  the  erils  that  exist  in  it.  your  kirdships  to  couple  the  eonsidnration  of 

I  would  mention,  that  as  a  sort  of  postscript,  ths  dtarge  of  the  revnoes,  in  soms  iastoaoes, 

when  be  ooold  no  longer  put  the  goveinment  with  that  of  bribery. 

into  the  hands  of  that  infiunous  woman,  Munny  The  next  day  your  lordships  meet  (when  I 

Begum,  h^  sent  an  amorous  sentimental  letter  hope  I  shall  not  detain  you  so  long)  I  mean  to 

to  the  company,  describing  her  miserable  situ-  open  the  second  stage  of  his  bribery,  the  period 

ation,  and  advising  the  company  to  give  her  a  of  discovery ;  for  the  first  stage  was  the  period 

pension  of  72,000  rupees  a  year,  to  maintain  of  concealment.    When  he  fonnd  bis  bribss 

her.  He  describes  her  situation  in  such  a  mov-  eouldnokRigsrbeooBoealsd,heBest(ooknpdn 

ing  way,  as  must  melt  every  heart.    He  sui^*  him  to  discover  tbsm  hisBself,  and  to  toke  merit 

|ioees  her  to  be  reduced  to  want  by  the  cniel  from  them. 

orders  of  the  company,  who  retoin  from  her  When  I  shall  have  opensd  the  seeond  sosm 

money,  whidi  they  were  never  obliged  to  give  of^is  peoilation,  and  bis  new  prinaipies  of 

her.     This  represmution,  which  he  makes  it,  when  yon  see  him  either  treading  in  aU  ooTi 

with  as  much  fairness,  as  he  represents  hin^  ruptions,  and  "^f^lling  the  OTamplm  be  imiiat- 

self  to  be  in  a  state  of  jhe  most  miserable  ed,  or  exhibiting  new  ones  ofhis  own,  in  which 


poverty  and  distress,  he  alone  made  to  the  oooh    of  the  two  his  conduct  is  the  moat  iniquitoasi 
pany,  because  his  colleagues  would  not  coon-    and  attended  with  the  most  evil  to  tbe 


teoance  him  in  it ;  and,  we  find,  upon  ktoking  pnnyt  I  must  leave  yov  lordskips  to  judge, 
over  lord  ComwalIis*s  laet  examination  into 

the  whole  stato  of  this  unhappy  family,  that  TRIA  JU—T  U £  S  D  A  Y, 
this  woman  was  able  to  lend  to  Mobareck  ul  jvi^^  5th  1789. 
Dowlah  twenty  thousand  pounds.    Mr.  Has- 
tings, however,  could  not  avoid  making  this  re-  (Mm.  Bvrks.) 
presentation ;  because  he  knew,  that  if  he  quit* 

ted  the  country  without  securing  thai  woman,  Mr  Lords,— Agreeably  to  yonr  knidiipi^ 

by  giving  her  a  hope,  that  slie  ccwld  procure  by  proclamation,  which  I  have  just  beard,  and  the 

his  credit  here  that  money,  which  by  his  au-  duty  enjoined  me  by  the  House  of  Conraona, 

thority  he  had  before  procured  for  her,  she  I  come  forward  to  make  good  their  charge  of 

might  then  make  a  discovery  of  all  the  corrup-  high  crimes  and  misdemeanours»  against  War* 

tion,  that  had  been  caxried  on  between  them ;  ren  Hastings,  Esquire,  late  govemoui^general 

and  therefore  he  squanders  away  the  treasures  of  Bengal,  and  now  a  prisoner  at  your  bar. 

of  the  company,  va  order  to  secure  himself  My  lords,  since  I  had  last  the  honour  of  stand- 

from  any  such  detection,  and  to  procure  for  ing  in  this  place  before  your  lordships,  an  event 

himself  rozanammas,  and  all  those  fine  things,  has  happened,  upon  which  it  is  difficult  to 

He  knew,  that  Munny  Begum,  that  the  whole  speak,  and  inipoesible  to  be  silent.    My  fords, 

seraglio,  that  all  tbe  country,  whom  he  had  put  I  have  been  disavowed  by  those,  who  sent  me 

under  the  dominion  of  Sir  John  D*Oyley,  that  here  to  repreeent  them.  My  lords,  I  have  been 

all  thoee  people  might  have  made  a  discovery  disavowed  inamaterial  part  of  thataagagemenii 

of  all  his  corrupt  proceedings ;  he  therefore  which  I  had  pledged  mysslf  to  this  House  to 

geu  the  nabob  to  appoint  Sir  John  D*Oyley  perform.    My  loAs,  that  disavowal  has  boon 

his  agent  here,  with  a  view  of  stewing  his  followed  by  a  censure ;  and  yet,  my  lords,  so 

nKKUh,  and  by  the  hope  of  another  iC  .180,000  a  censured  and  so  disavowed,  and  by  such  an  au- 

year  to  prevent  his  giving  an  account  of  the  thority,  I  am  sent  here  again,  to  this  the  place 
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rf  my  oAhim,  under  Uto  mn»  oonwiiwton,  by  Tbo  Commoos  lUn  thus  Tindieated,  and 

the  Hma  Mthority,  to  make  fogd  the  same  myw\£  thus  encouraged,  I  shalT  proceed  to 

charge,  afuant  the  eamadeliaiiiftmt.  Mjlordc,  make  good  ihe  charge,  in  which  the  honour 

the  sliuatiaii  is  near  awl  awfwl :  the  situation  of  the  Commona,  that  is  the  national  honour 

is  Bud)  as,  I  belie?e,  and  I  am  sure,  has  no<  is  so  deeply  concerned.    For,  my  lords,  if  any 

thing  like  il  on  the  records  of  pailiamant,  nor  circumstance  of  weakness,  if  any  fceblene^ 

probably  in  the  history  of  maakud*    My  iords,  of  nenre,  if  any  yieUing  to  weak  and  popular 

it  is  not  only  new  and  singular,  but,  I  beliave,  opinions  and  delusions  were  to  shake  us,  con* 

lo  many  parsons,  who  do  not  look  iolo  the  trua  aider  what  the  situatioi^  of  this  country  would 

interiour  aatupo  of  affiurs,  it  may  appear,  tiial  be.    This  prosecution,  if  weakly  coaceiired, 

It  weald  be  to  me  as  mortifying  as  it  is  uo-  iU  digested,  or  intemperately  pursued,  ought 

precsdentad.    But,  my  kirds,  I  hare  in  this  never  to  have  been  brought  to  your  lordships' 

sitnation,  and  apon  tha  oonsidaration  of  all  tiia  bar :  but  being  brought  to  your  lordships  bar^ 

cirsuautanees,  seawwhing  BM>ra  to  feed  my  the  nation  is  committed  to  it,  and  the  least 

nind  with,  than  mora  consolation,  baoausa,  my  ^pearance  of  uncertainty  in  our  minds  would 

lords,  I  look  opoa  tha  whoia  of  these  ciroi»»-  disgrace  us  for  ever.    £sto  perpelua  has  been 

atanoes,  considered  togvibar,  as  the  strongest,  said.    To  the  glory  of  this  nation,  much  more 

the  most  deotsives  and  the  laaat  etioivocal  proof  be  il  said,  etio  pvpetua ;  and  I  will  say,  thai 

whIehtheOommoosof  Greal  Britain  can  give  aa  wc  have  raised  and  exhibited  a  theatre  of 

of  ifaeir  sincerity,  and  their  seal  in  this  proaa"  justice,  which  has  excited  the  admiration  of 

eatien.    My  ioida,  is  it  from  a  miataiian  ten-  all  Europe,  there  would  be  a  sort  of  lustre  io 

deraeas,  or  a  blind  partiality  to  me,  thai,  thus  our  mfamy,  and  a  splendour  in  the  diaeraco. 

oeosured,  they  Imw  aent  me  to  this  i^aee?  that  we  iduill  bring  upon  oursohres,  if  mk 

No,  my  lonis,  it  is  beoauae  they  feel,  and  r»-  shouki,  just  at  that  moment,  turn  that  theJR 

ei^nixe  in  their  own  breasts,  that  active  prin-  of  our  glory  into  a  spectacle  of  dishonour  ba- 

eiple  of  justice,  that  seal  ibr  the  relief  at  tbo  yond  what  has  ever  happened  to  any  country 

people  of  India,  that  seal  for  the  IkBOour  of  of  tha  world. 

Crreat  Britain,  which  charactorizcs  ma  and  my  The  Commcms  of  Great  Britain,  whibt 
excellent  associates  ;  that,  in  spite  of  any  d^  willing  to  keep  a  strong  and  firm  hand  over  all 
leeti  in  oensei|uence  of  that  aosi,  which  ihay  those,  who  represent  them  in  any  business, 
applaud,  and  while  they  censure  its  mistakes,  do,  at  the  same  time,  encourage  tliem  in  tha 
and,  bewnse  they  cansare  its  mistokas)  do  but  prosecution  of  it,  by  allowing  them  a  just  dia* 
more  applaud,  they  have  seol  ma  lo  this  plaoD  cretion  and  latitude  wherever  their  own  orders 
inscruoted,  bat  not  dismayed,  to  pumue  tiiis  pro-  have  not  marked  a  distinction.    I  shall  thera- 
seeutioQ  against  Wart«H  Hasiings,  Esquire,  fore  go  on  with  the  more  cheerfhl  confidence, 
Your  lordships  will  tharafiMa  be  pleased  to  not  only  for  the  reasons  that  I  have  stated, 
oonsitler  this,  as  I  consider  it,  not  aa  a  thing  but  for  another  and  material  reason.    I  know, 
honourable  to  nie,  in  liia  first  place,  but  as  ho-  and  am  satisfied,  that,  in  the  nobleness  of 
Bourable  to  the  Commons  of  Qreat  Britain,  in  your  judgment,  you  will  always  make  a  dia- 
whose  honour  tha  national  gbry  is  deeply  con-  tinctioo  between  the  person,  that  gives  the  or- 
ceraed ;  and  I  shall  suffer  myself  with  pleasure  der,  and  the  organ,  that  is  to  execute  it.    The 
to  be  sacrificed  perhaps  in  what  ii  dearer  to  House  of  Commons  know  no  such  thing  as  in- 
me  than  my  Ilia,  my  reputotian,  rather  than  let  discretion,  imprudence,  or  impropriety  :  it  is 
it  be  supposed,  that  tha  Commons  should  for  otherwise  with  their  instruments.    Your  lord- 
one  moment  have  faltori^  in  their  duty.    I,  ships  very  well  know,  that  if  you  hear  any 
my  lords,  on  the  one  hand,  feeling  myself  sup-  thing,  that  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  regular, 
ported  and  eneowaged,  feeling  protection  and  apt  to  bring  forward  the  charge,  just,  prudent, 
countenance  from  &is  admoaitton  and  warn-  cogent,  you  are  to  give  it  to  the  Commons  of 
ing,  which  has  been  given  to  me,  will  show  my-  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled ;  if  yea 
■p|f,  on  the  other  hand,  not  unworthy  so  groat  should  hear  from  me  (and  it  must  be  from  me 
and  distinguished  a  nmrk  of  the  favour  of  the  alone,  and  not  from  any  other  member  of  the 
Commons,  a  marie  of  favour,  not  tha  coosa-  oommittoe}  any  thing,  that  is  unworthy  of  that 
quence  of  flattery,  but  of  opinion.    I  shall  fiiel  situation,  tiiat  comes  feeble,  weak,  indigested, 
animated  and  encouraged  by  so  noUc  a  reward,  or  ill  prepared,  you  are  to  attribute  that  to  the 
as  I  shall  always  aonsider  the  ooofidenee  of  instrument.    Your  lordships'  judgment  wonki 
the  Commons  to  ba;  the  only  reward,  but  a  do  this  without  ray  saying  it;  but  whilst  I 
rich  reward,  which  I  ha^  received,  fbr  the  claim  it  on  the  part  of  the  Commons  for  their 
toib  and  kibours  of  a  long  life.  dignity,  I  claim  fbr  myself  the  necessarv  in« 
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dulgence,  tb«t  must  be  giT«m  to  tH  wetknev.  an  lopre«  the  aeeoMtioo  witk  aS  th*  «Mi||f 
Tour  lordahtps,  then,  will  impute  it,  where  you  of  which  it  ii  eapeblei  umI  to  oome  with  mandt 
would  hate  imputed  it  without  my  desire,    it    perfectly  cooTinced  before  an  aupMt  and  awiU 

ia  a  diatinction  you  would  naturally  hare  made,  tribunal,  which  at  ooca  tries  the  aocwer  and 

and  the  rather,  because  what  is  alle^  by  us  the  accused. 

at  the  bar  is  not  the  ground,  upon  which  you       Having  stated  thus  much  with  respect  to  the 
are  to  gire  judgment.    If  not  only  I,  but  the  Commons,  I  am  to  read  to  your  loidahips  the 
whole  body  of  managers,  had  made  use  of  any  resolution,  which  the  Commons  have  oome  to 
such  expressions  as  I  made  use  of,  ev«i  if  the  upon  this  great  occasion,  and  upon  which  I 
Commons  of  Qreat  Britain  in  parliament  a*-  ahall  take  tfie  liberty  to  say  a  vaiy  iew  words, 
sembled,  if  the  collective  body  of  parliament,        My  lords,  the  Commons  have  raaolred  last 
if  the  voice  of  Europe,  had  used  them ;  if  we  night,  and  I  did  not  see  the  resolution  till  this 
bad  sp(4en  with  the  tongues  of  men  uid  an-  morning,  **  That  no  direction  or  authority  was 
gels,  you,  in  the  leat  of  judicature,  are  not  to  given  by  this  House  to  the  oommittee  appoint- 
rega^  what  we  say,  but  what  we  prove ;  you  ed  to  manage  the  impeadmient  against  Warm 
are  to  consider,  whether  the  charge  is  well  Hastings,  Esquire,  to  make  any  charge  or  aU^ 
substantiated,  and  proof  brought  out,  by  legal  gation  against  the  said  Wanren  Hastings, 
inference  and  argument    You  know,  and  I  respecting  the  condemnation  or  execution  of 
am  sure  the  habits  of  judging,  which  your  Nundoomar ;  and  that  the  woids  spoken  by 
lordships  have  acquired  by  silting  in  judgment,  the  right  honourable  Edmund  Burke,  one  of 
must  beuer  inform  you  than  any  other  men,  the  said  managers,  videlicet,  that  He  (mean- 
^t  the  dgties  of  life,  in  order  to  be  wdl  per-  ing  Mr.  Hastings)  murdered  that  man  (meain 
Vmed,  must  be  UMthodized,  separated,  arran-  ing  Nuodeomar)  by  the  hands  of  Sir  Elijah 
ged,  and  harmoniicd,  in  such  a  manner,  that  Impey,  ought  not  to  have  been  spoken." 
they  shall  not  clash  with  one  another  ;  but  each        My  lords,  this  is  the  resolution  of  the  Hoiaa 
have  a  department,  assigned  and  separated  to  of  Commons.    Tour  lordships  weU  know  and 
itself.    My  lords,  in  that  manner  it  is,  that  we  remember  my  baring  used  such  or  similar 
the  prosecutors  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  words,  and  the  end  and  puipcae,  for  which  I 
principles,  which  are  to  guide  the  judgment :  need  them.    I  owe  a  few  words  of  explanation 
thai  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  defence  of  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  who  attend 
(he  prisoner.    Tour  lordships  well  know,  that,  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to  be  the 
when  we  come  before  you,  you  hear  a  party ;  observers  and  spectators  of  my  conduct.    I 
that,  when  the  accused  come  before,  you  hear  owe  it  to  your  lordships ;  I  owe  it  to  this  great 
a  party :  that  it  is  for  you  to  doubt  and  wait  auditory ;  I  owe  it  to  the  present  tines  and  to 
till  you  come  to  the  close,  before  you  decide :  posterity,  to  made  some  apology  for  a  proceed- 
that  it  is  for  OB,  the  prosecutors,  lo  have  deci-  ing,  whidi  has  drawn  upon  me  the  disavowal  ei 
ded  before  we  came  here.     To  act  as  prose-  the  House,  which  I  represent.    Tour  lordships 
cutors,  we  ought  to  have  no  doubt,  or  hesita-  will  remember,  that  this  charge,  which  I  have 
lion,  nothing  trembling  or  quivering  in  our  opened  to  your  k>rdships,  is  primarily  a  charge 
minds  upon  the  occasion.    We  ought  to  be  founded  upon  tl^e  evidence  of  the  rajah  Nund- 
foUy  convinced  of  guilt,  before  we  come  to  oomar,  and  consequently,  I  thought  myself 
you.    It  is  then  our  business  to  bring  forward  obliged,  I  thought  it  a  part  of  my  duty,  to 
the  prools,  to  enforce  them  with  all  the  clear-  support  the  credit  of  that  person,  who  is  the 
ness,  illustration,  example,  that  we  can  bring  principal  evidence  to  support  the  direct  diarge, 
forward  :  that  we  are   to  sliow  the  cireum-  that  b  brought  before  your  lordships.  I  knew, 
stances,  that  can  aggravate  the  guilt :  that  we  that  Mr.  Hastings,  in  his  anticipated  defence 
are  to  go  further,  show  ihe  mischievous  coo-  before  the  House  of  Commons,  had  attempted 
sequences  and  tendency  of  those  crimes  to  to  shake  the  credit  of  that  witness.    I  there- 
society  ;  and  that  we  are,  if  able  so  to  do^  to  fore  thought  myself  justified  in  informing  your 
arouse  and  awaken  in  tlie  minds  of  all,  that  kMtlships,  and  in  warning  him,  that,  if  he  did 
hear  us,  those   generous  and  noble  sympa^  attempt  to  shake  the  credit  of  an  important  wit- 
tbies,  which  Providence  has  planted  in  the  ness  against  hhii  by  an  allegation  of  his  having 
breasts  of  all  men,  to  be  the  true  guardians  of  been  OMidemned  and  executed  (or  a  forgery,  I 
the  comnK»  rights  of  humanity.    Tour  lord-  would  endeavour  to  support  his  credit  by  attack- 
ships  know,  that  this  is  the  duty  of  the  pro-  ing  that  very  prosecution,  which  brought  on  thai 
Boculors,  and  that,  therefore,  we  are  not  to  condenanatioo,  and  that  execution;  and  that  1  did 
consider  the  defeixM  of  the  party,  which  is  consider  it,  and  wbuld  lay  grounds  before  youi 
wisely  and  properly  lefl  lo  himself;  but  we  lordships  to  prove  it,  to  be  a  murder  commit 
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tod,  faMtetil  of  a  jmtifieatkn  wt  ap,  or  Ihit  with  the  receipt  of  Ity^^a  nnw  of  OMoey,  oofw 

ought  to  be  fot  up.  rapti j  taken  befere  the  promulgation  of  the 

NoW|  my  lorde,  I  am  oidered  by  the  Com-  reguklinf  act  of  177S,  contrary  to  my  cot^ 
mone  no  longer  to  pervitt  in  that  declaration,  naata  witfi  the  company,  and  with  die  receipt 
and  I,  who  know  nothing  in  this  place,  and  of  very  large  mmw' taken  since,  in  de6anoe  of 
ought  to  know  nothing  in  this  place,  but  obedi-  that  law,  and  cootrary  to  my  declared  sense 
ence  to  the  Commons,  do  mean,  when  Mr.  of  its  profisioos."    And  he  ushers  in  this 
Hastings  makes  that  objection,  if  he  shall  be  charge  in  the  following  pompons  diction ;— > 
advised  to  make  it,  against  the  credit  of  rajah  "  That  in  March  1776  the  late  rajah  Nund* 
Nondeomar,  not  thus  to  support  that  credit;  comar,  a  native  Hindoo  of  the  highest  oast  in 
and,  therefbre,'that  objection  to  the  credit  of  his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  in  society 
the  witness  must  go  unrefiited  by  me.    My  by  the  oflkes  which  he  had  held  under  the 
lords,  I  must  admit,  perhaps  against  my  pri-  country  gorerament,  did  lay  beibre  the  council 
▼ate  judgraent  (but  that  b  of  no  consideration  an  account  of  various  sums  of  money,"  &c 
for  your  lordships,  when  opposed  to  the  jud^  *<  It  wouM  naturally  strike  every  person,  i^M^ 
ment  of  the  House  of  Commom)  or,  at  least,  rant  of  the  character  of  Nundoomar,  that  an 
sot  contest,  that  a'  first  minister  of  state,  in  a  accusation  made  by  a  person  of  the  highest  cast 
great  kingdom,  wiio  had  the  benefit  of  the  ad-  in  his  religion,  and  of  the  highest  rank  by  his 
mimstraiion,  and  of  the  entire  and  absohite  offices,  demanded  particular  notice,  and  ao- 
eommand  of  a  revenue  of  fifteen  hundred  thou-  quired  a  conskierable  degree  of  credit,  fixm  a 
■andp<iQndsayear,h8dbeenguUtyofapakry  prevalent  association  of  ideas,  that  a  nice 
forgery  in  Calcutta ;  that  this  man,  wrbo  had  sense  of  honour  is  connected  with  an  elevatal 
been  guihy  of  this  paltry  forgery,  had  waited  rank  of  life :  but  when  this  honourable  Houaa 
for  his  sentence  and  his  punishment,  till  a  body  is  informed,  that  my  accuser  knew  (though  h« 
of  En^ish  judges,  armed  with  an  English  suppressed  thefacts^  that  this  person,  of  high 
ftatuto,  came  to  Calcutta ;  and  that  this  hap-  rank,  and  high  cast,  had  forfeited  every  preten* 
pened  at  the  very  happy  nkHc  and  moment,  sion  to  honour,  veracity,  and  credit;  that 
when  he  was  accusing  Mr.  Hastings  of  the  these  are  facts  recorded  in  the  very  proceed- 
bribery,  with  which  we  now,  in  the  name  of  ings,  which  my  accuMr  partially  quotes,  prov- 
the  Commons,  charge  hfan ;  that  it  was  owing  ing  this  man  to  have  been  guilty  of  the  most 
to  an  entirely  fortuitous  ooncurranee  of  circunn  flaigraot  forgery  of  letters  frmn  Munny  Begum 
stances,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  share,  and   the  nabob  2jeteram  ol  Dowlah  (ind^ 
or  that  it  was  owing  to  something  beyond  this,  pendent  of  the  forgery,  for  which  he  suffered 
something  that  is  rather  pious  than  ibrtnitous,  death)  of  the  most  deliberate  treachery  to  the 
namely,  that,  as  Mr.  Hastings  toBs  you  hin^  state,  for  which  he  was  confined,  by  the  orders 
self,  "all  persuasions  of  men  were  impressed  of  the  court  of  directors,  to  the  limits  of  the 
with  a  superstitious  IMief,  that  a  fortunate  town  of  Calcutta,  in  order  to  prevent  his  dan- 
Influence  directed  all  my  actions  to  their  de-  gerous  intrigues ;  and  of  having  violated  every 
atined  ends.*'    I,  not  being  at  that  time  infect-  principle  of  common  honesty  in  private  life ;  I 
ed  with  the  superstition,  and  conskiering  wiiat  say,  when  this  honourable  House  is  acquaint 
I  thought  Mr.  Hastings's  guilt  to  be,  and  what  ed,  it  is  fit>m  mutilated  and  garbled  asser- 
I  murt  prove  it  to  be,  as  weH  as  I  can,  did  not  tions,  founded  on  the  testimony  ofsudi  an  ovi- 
believe,  that  Providence  did  watch  over  Mr.  dence,  without  the  whole  matter  being  fairly 
Hastings,  so  as,  in  the  nick  of  time,  like  a  god  stated,  I  do  hope  and  trust  it  will  be  sufficient 
in  a  machine,  to  come  down  to  sare  him  in  for  them  to  reject  note  these  vague  and  un- 
the  moment  of  his  imminent  peril  and  distress:  supported  charges,  in  like  manner  as  they 
I  did  not  think  so,  but  I  must  not  say  so.  were  before  rejected  by  the  court  of  duectois. 

But,  now  to  show,  that  it  was  not  weakly,  and  his  majesty's  ministers,  when  they  were 
loosely,  or  idly,  that  I  took  up  this  business,  or  first  made  by  General  Clavering,  Colonel 
that  I  anticipated  a  defence,  whidi  it  was  not  Monson,  and  Mr.  Francis." 
probable  for  Mr.  Hastings  to  make  (and  I  "I  must  here  interrupt  the  course  of  my 
wish  to  sp(*ak  to  your  lordships  in  the  first  in-  defence  to  explain  on  whist  grounds  I  employ- 
stance,  but  to  the  Commons  in  the  next,)  I  ed,  or  had  any  connexion  with,  a  man  of 
win  read  part  of  Mr.  Hastings's  defence  be-  so  flagitious  a  character  as  Naodcomar." 
fore  the  House  of  Commons ;  it  is  in  evidence  My  kwds,  I  hope  this  was  a  good  and  rsa- 
bofbre  your  lordships.  He  says:  "  My  ao-  sonaUe  ground  lor  me  to  anticipate  the  de- 
cuser,"  (meaning  myself,  then  acting  as  a  fence,  i^ich  Mr.  Hastings  wouM  make  in 
private  member  of  parliament,)  "  charges  me  this  house,  namely,  on  the  known,  reoogaiasd, 
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in&moiMbhaneter  ofNandeoanr  with  regwd  lordrfiips  know,  ihti  I  conid  aol  hruif  bwftii 

to  cartain  procaadmga  there  chArged  at  ivge,  this  bar  any  oomtnoner  of  (xreat  Britaio  m  a 

with  regard  to  one  forgery,  for  whioh  he  mf^  charge  for  murder.    I  em  not  to  igDoiwit  of 

fered,  and  two  other  forgeriee,  with  whioh  Mr.  the  laws  and  cooatiuitioQ  of  my  coaatry.    I 

Haetingi  charged  him.    I,  who  found,  that  expreeted  an  act,  which  t  conceived  to  he  oC 

the  Commons  of  Great  Briuin  hwl  received  an  atrocious  and  evil  nature,  and  |»artaking 

that  very  identical  charge  of  Nundeomor,  and  oT  some  of  the  moral  evil  consequeocet  of  lha( 

given  it  to  me,  in  tniet,  to  make  it  good,  did  orime.    What  led  me  into  that  errour  7  aioe 

naturally,  I  hope  excusably,  (for  that  is  the  years'  meditation  upon  that  subject, 

only  ground  upon  which  I  stand,)  endeavour  My  loids,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  in  the  year 

to  support  that  credit,  upon  which  the  House  1780  sent  a  petition  to  the  Hooee  of  Ceoa* 

acted.    [  hope  I  did  so,  and  I  hope,  that  the  moni  oomplaininf  of  that  very  chief  justice, 

goodness  of  that  intention  may  excuse  me,  if  I  Sir  Elijsh  Impey.  The  House  of  Commons, 

went  a  little  too  for  on  that  occasion.    I  wouU  who  then  had  some  trust  in  me,  as  they  have 

have  endeavoured  to  support  that  credit,  which  some  trust  still,  did  order  me,  along  with  per- 

tt   was  much  Mr.   Hastings's    interest   to  sons  more  wise  and  judicious  than  myaelQ 

shake,  uid  which  he  hsd  before  attempfcsd  to  several  of  whom  stand  near  me,  to  make  an 

shake.  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  justice  of  that 

Tour  lordships  will  have  the  goodness  to  eountry.     The  coosequenoe  of  that  inquiry 

soppoee  me  now  meking  my  apd^,  and  by  was,  that  we  began  to  conceive  a  veiy  bad 

no  manner  of  means  ntendingto  persist  either  opinion  both  of  the  oomplaioant  and  defendsnt 

in  this,  or  in  any  thing,  which  Uie  House  of  in  that  business :  that  we  found  the  Eaglisli 

Commons  shall  desire  me  not  to  dedare  in  justice  to  be,  as  we  thought  it,  and  reported  U 

their  nsme.    But  the  House  of  Commons  baa  to  the  House,  a  grievance,  insteed  of  a  r^- 

not  denied  me  the  liberty  to  make  you  this  drees,  to  the  people  of  India.    I  oouU  brim 

justapology ;  Qod  forbid  they  should ;  for  they  before  your  loirdships,  if  I  did  not  qiare  your 

would  be  guilty  of  great  injustice,  if  they  did.  patience,  whole  vokjmes  of  reports,  wheb 

The  House  of  Commons,  whom  I  repraeent,  bodies  of  evidence,  which  in  the  progrem  we 

will  likewiso  esoose  me,  their  repreeentative,  have  made,  in  the  course  of  eight  or  nine  year^ 

whilst  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  support  brought  to  ray  mind  such  a  conviction,  as  wil 

their  diaractora  in  the  fooe  of  the  world,  and  never  be  torn  from,  my  heart  but  with  iny 

to  make  an  apology,  and  only  an  humble  iqK><  lifo  t  and  I  should  have  no  heart,  that  was  it 

logy,  for  my  conduct,  for  having  oonsaiered  to  kxlge  any  honest  sentiment,  if  I  depaitad 

that  act  in  the  light  that  I  re|)resented  it;  and  from  my  opinion  upon  that  occssioo,     But, 

which  I  did  merely  from  my  private  opinion,  vrhen  I  declare  my  own  firm  (pinion  upon 

without  any  formal  instruction  fnxn  the  House,  it ;  when  I  dedare  the  reasons,  that  led  me 

For  there  a  no  doubt,  that  the  House  is  pecw  to  it ;  when  I  mention  the  long  roediuoion, 

fectly  right,  inasmuch  as  die  House  did  nei-  that  preceded  my  founding  a  judgment  upon 

ther  formally  instruct  me,  nor  at  all  forbid  my  it,  the  strict  inquiry,  the  many  hours  and  days 

making  use  of  such  an  argument ;  and  there*  spent  in  consideration,  collation,  and  compa'< 

fore  I  have  given  your  kwdships  the  reason,  risen,  I  trust,  that  infianity,  which  cr>aM  be 

«diy  it  was  fit  to  make  use  of  such  argument,  actuated  by  no  malice  to  one  party  or  the 

if  it  was  riji^t  to  make  use  of  it.    (  am  in  the  oiher,  may  be  excused  -,  I  trust,  itiat  J  shall 

memory  of  your  lordships,  that  I  did  conceive  meet  with  this  indulgence,  when  yoiir  lord^ 

it  to  be  relevant,  and  it  wss  by  the  poverty  of  ships  consider,  that  as  fsr  as  you  kuaw  me, 

the  language  I  was  led  to  express  my  private  as  for  as  my  public  services  for  many  years 

fedings  under  the  name  of  a  murder.    For,  if  account  for  me,  I  am  a  man  of  a  slow,  lahori- 

the  language  had  furnished  me,  under  the  ous,  inquisitive  temper;  tliat  I  do  seldom 

impression  of  those  fedings,  with  a  word  leave  a  pursuit  without  leaving  marks,  perhaps 

sufficient  to  convey  the  complicated  atrocity  of  my  weakness,  but  leaving  marks  of  that  U* 

of  that  act,  as  I  felt  it  in  my  mind,  I  would  hour;  and  that,  in  consequence  of  that  labouq 

not  have  made  use  of  die  word  mmrUr,    It  I  made  that  affiraiation,  and  thought  the  na- 

was  on  aoeoum  of  the  language  furnishing  me  ture  of  the  cause  obliged  me  to  support  and 

with  no  other,  I  was  obliged  to  use  that  word,  substantiate  it.    It  is  true,  that  those,  who 

Your  lordships  do  not  imagine,  I  hope,  that  I  sent  me  here,  have  sagacity  to  decide  upon 

used  that  word  in  any  other  than  a  hmpsI  and  the  subject  in  a  week ;  they  can,  in  one  week, 

popular  sense,  or  that  I  used  it  in  the  legsl  dweover  the  errDurs  of  my  labours  for  nine 

and  tedmicalsanse  of  the  word  wmrdtr.    Your  years. 
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NoWfthal  I  ham  inula  thk  apology  to  yoa,  Nnndooanr  hj  any  aUegation  agakat  Mir. 
I  aaaim  joa,  yoa  aball  never  hear  me  either  Haatiaga  raapeeting  his  eondenmation  or  exe- 
ia  my  own  aame  here,  much  leat  in  the  name  oution ;  but  I  am  not  at  all  limited  from  6iif> 
of  the  CkMaoKKMyOrge  one  thing  to  you  in  up-  deavouring  to  aupport  hia  credit  agaiut  Mr. 
port  of  the  credit  of  Nundcoroar  grounded  Haatinfi'acbargea  of  other  forgeries;  and  from 
upon  that  judgmaot,  until  the  Houaa  aball  ii^  diowHig  you,  idbat  I  hope  to  i&ow  you  dearly 
atruct  and  oi^ar  me  othenrise ;  beeauae  I  in  a  few  words,  that  Nundcomar  cannot  be 
ksow,  4h&t,  warn  I  can  discover  their  aenti-  praaamed  gailty  of  ibrgery  with  more  proba* 
Boata^  I  ought  to  know  Eothing  heie,but  what  bilUy  than  Mr.  Heatings  is  guilty  of  bringing 
ia  in  strict  aijd  Utsral  obedience  to  them.  ibrwd  a  light  and  dangerous  (for  I  uae  no 
My  kn-dfi,  another  thin^  might  make  me  other  wcrda  than  a  light  and  dangerouo)eharge 
pariiapa  a  little  willing  to  be  admitted  to  die  of  fiirgery,  whw  it  aenres  his  purpoaa.  Mr. 
prod'  of  what  I  advviced,  and  that  is,  the  HaatSngs  charges  Nundcomar  with  two  other 
vary  aDST?er  of  Mr.  Hastings  to  this  charge,  twneriea.  <*  These  two  forgeries/'  he  says, 
wh^cb  the  House  of  Commons,  howefer,  haf o  "  are  facta  recorded  in  the  very  proceedings, 
adopted,  and,  tberaibre,  in  aome  degree  puri-  which  my  accuser  partially  quolea,  proving 
fied.  "  To  the  malifaons  part  of  tbii  cfaarga^  thia  man  to  have  been  guilty  of  the  most  fl»- 
which  is  the  oondemnalion  of  Nundcomar  fer  grant  Ibrgery  of  a  letter  from  Munay  Begum, 
a  ibrgoiy,  I  do  declare,  in  the  most  ademn  and  and  of  a  letter  firom  the  nabob  Zetoram  ul 
unreserved  maonsr,  that  I  had  no  ooooaro,  Dowlab,"  and,  therelbre,  he  infers  malice  in 
either  dirsctiy  or  indirecdy,  ia  the  apprebsnd-  those,  who  impute  any  thing  improper  to  him, 
log,  prosecuting,  or  executing  of  Nundcomar.  knowing,  that  the  proof  stood  so.  Here  he 
He  suSersd  ibr  a  crime  of  forgery,  which  he  aaaerts,  that  there  are  rscords  before  the 
bad  coramitted  in  a  private  trust,  that  was  Houae  of  CoaMaona,  and  on  the  oompan/a 
ddegated  to  him,  and  for  wiiicb  he  bad  been  proceedings  aad  conadtationa,  proving  Niind* 
prosecuted  in  the  dewanaee  courts  of  the  oooa-  comar  to  have  been  guilty  of  these  two  forge- 
try,  before  the  institution  cf  the  soprsaM  court  riea.  Turn  over  the  next  page  of  hia  printed 
of  judicature.  To  adduce  this  circuaaManae,  defence,  and  you  find  a  very  extraordinary 
therefore,  as  a  confirmation  of  what  was  before  tbinf.  Tou  would  have  imagined,  that  this 
auspicious  frcMu  hia  gensraV  depravity  of  cha-  forgery  of  a  letter  from  Munny  Begum,  which, 
meter,  is  just  aa  reasonable  as  to  assert,  that  be  aays,  ia  recognized  and  proved  on  the 
the  accusations  of  Empsoii  and  Dudley  were  jounwJs,  was  a  forgery  charged  by  Munny 
oonfiimed,  because  they  suftred  death  for  their  Begum  herself,  or  by  aomebody  on  her  part, 
atrocious  acts.''  or  some  perwn  conoemed  ia  this  Ixisineas. 

My  lords,  thia  waa  Mr.  Hastings'a  defence  There  is  no  other  charge  of  it  whatever,  bat 

before  the  House  of  Goavnooa,  and  it  is  now  the  charge  of  Warrea  Hastings  himself.    He 

ia  svidence  before  your  loidshipa.  In  this  di^  waala  you  to  diacrodit  a  man  for  foreery  upon 

foace,  he  supposes  the  charge,  which  was  made  an  evideaeeuader  heaven,  but  that  of  his  own, 

originally  before  the  Commons,  and  which  the  who  thinks  proper,  without  any  sort  of  aa« 

Comnions  voted  (though  aflerwarda,  for  the  thority,  without  any  sort  of  reference,  without 

convenience  of  shortening  it,  the  affiiir  was  any  aort  of  odlateral  evidence,  to  charge  a 

brought  before  your  lord^ipa  in  the  way,  in  maa  with  that  very  direct  forgery.    "  You 

which  it  is,)  he  supposes,  I  ssy,  the  whole  ars,"  he  aaya,  <*  well  informed  d*  the  reasons, 

to  proceed  from  a  inalicioos  inteation ;  and  I  whidi  flrst  induced  me  to  give  any  space  of 

hope  your  lordships  will  not  think,  and  I  hope  my  confidence  to  Nondcamar,  with  whose 

the  Commons,  reconsidering  this  matttf,  trill  charaetsr  I  waa  acquainted  by  an  experience 

not  tliink,  that,  when  such  an  imputatioo  of  of  many  years.    The  means,  which  he  took 

nuJice  was  made  for  the  purpose  cf  repel-  to  acquire  it,  wwe  pecidiar  to  hunsdf.    He 

Ung  this  corroborating  argamsai,  which  was  seat  a  messenger  to  mo  at  Madias,  on  the  first 

used  in  the  House  of  Conmoaa  to  prove  his  news  of  my  appointment  to  this  presidency, 

guilt,  I  was  wrong  ia  aifeaiyfing  to  support  the  with  pretended  letters  from  Munny  Begum 

House  of  Commons  against  his  impiititfioa  of  aad  the  nabob  Zeteiam  ul  Dowlab,  the  bro- 

naUice.  ther  of  the  nabob  Jaffier  Ally  Cawa,  fiUad 

J  must  observe,  where  I  am  limited  aad  with  bitter  UMrectives  against  Mahomed  Ren 

where  X  am  not.    I  am  limited,  atriotly,  fully,  Cawn,  and  of  as  warm  reooramendations,  aa  I 

(and  your  lordahipa  and  my  oouaUy,  who  hear  recollect,  cf  Nundcomar.    I  have  been  aiaee 

me,  will  judge  how  foithfuUy  I  shall  adhere  to  infornted  by  the  begum,  that  the  letter,  whidi 

that  limitation)  not  to  support  the  credit  of  bora  her  seal,  was  a  oompkce  forgery ;  aad  that 
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•he  WM  totally  anaeqaainted  with  the  use  are  atraitened  in  thia,  than  oar  figoiir  w3l  be 

which  bad  b«en  mada  o£  her  name)  till  inform-  redoubled  in  the  reel ;  and  we  diaH  um  it  with 

ed  of  it  by  Juggat  Ghund,  Nundcomar's  eon-  double  force.   If  the  ton  and  point  of  the  swoid 

in-lawy  who  waa  sent  to  her  ezpreasly  to  it  broken  ofll^  we  thaU  take  the  hilt  in  our  band, 

entreat  her  not  to  divulge  it.    Mr.  Middleton  and  fight  with  vt^ierer  remaina  of  the 


whom  she  oonsulted  on  this  occaaioo,  can  pon  against  br iberyi  cornndon,  and  pecail»- 

attest  the  truth  of  this  story."  tion  ;  and  wc  shall  use  double  diligence  oader 

Mr.  Middleton  is  dead,  mj  loids.    This  any  restraint,  whidi  the  wisdom  of  the  C^ea- 

is  not  the  Mr.  Middleton,  whom  your  lord-  moos  may  lay  upon  us,  or  your  Vkreshq^e* 

ships  heard,  aod  know  well  in  this  House,  wisdonrmay  oUigeus  to  submit  to. 

but  a  brother  of  that  Mr.  Middleton,  who  is  Having  gone  through  this  busineoB,  tad 

since  dead.    Your  lordshipa  find,  when  we  shown  in  what  manner  I  am  restrained,  when 

refer  to  the  records  of  the  company  for  the  I  am  not  to  repel  Mr.  Hastings's  deAnce,  aad 

proof  of  this  ibrgery,  that  there  is  no  other  where  I  am  left  at  hrge  to  do  it,  I  shall  aul^ 

than  the  unsupported  assertion  of  Mr.  Has-  mit  to  the  strict  injunction  with  the  oisnst 

tings  himself,  that  he  was  guilty  of  iL    Now  possible  humility,  and  enjoy  die  liberty,  wfaidi 

that  was  bad  enough ;  but  then  hear  the  real,  is  left  to  me,  with  vigour,  with  proprie^,  and 

Mr.  Hastings  has  charged  this  unhappy  man  with  discretion,  I  trust 

whom  we  must  not  defend,  with  another  fer-  My  lords,  when  the  circumstance  hapfMoed, 

gery ;  he  has  charged  him  with  a  fergery  of  a  which  has  givon  oceasioo  to  the  long  paieo- 

letter  from  Zeteram  ul  Dowlah  to  Mr.  Haa-  thesis,  by  which  mj  discourse  baa  been  intei^ 

tings.     Now,  you  would  imagine,  that  he  rupted,  I  remember  I  was  beginning  to  open 

would  have  given  his  own  authority  at  least  to  jrour  lordships  the  second  period  of  Mr. 

for  (hat  assertion,  which,  he  says,  was  proved.  Ibatings*s  cchcmo  and  system  of  bribery. 

He  goes  on,  and  says,  "  I  have  not  yet  had  My  lords,  bis  bribery  is  so  extensive,  and  has 

the  curiosity  to  inquire  of  the  nabob,  Zeteram  had  such  a  variety  ha  it,  that  it  must  be  dis- 

«l  Dowlah,  whether  his  letter  was  of  the  same  tinguidied  not  only  with  regard  to  its  kind, 

stamp ;  but  I  cannot  doubt  it.'*  but  must  be  likewise  distinguiriied  nooonling 

Now  here  be  begins  in  this  very  defence,  to  the  periods  of  bribery  and  the  epochas  of 

which  is  before  your  lordships,  to  charge  a  peeulatioii  committed  by  him.    In  die  first  of 

forgery,  upon  the  credit  of  Munny  Begum,  those  periods  we  shall  ,)rove  to  your  lordships, 

without  supporting  it  even  by  his  own  testi-  I  believe,  witliout  the  aids,  that  we  hoped  for 

mony ;  and  another  im^ry,  in  the  name  of  (your  lordships  allowing,  as  I  trust  you  witt  do, 

Zeteram  ul  Dowlah,  which,  he  said,  he  had  a  good  deal  for  our  situation)  we  shall  be  able, 

not  even  the  curiosity  to  inquire  into,  and  yet  I  say,  to  prove,  that  Mr.  Hastings  took  as  a 

desires  you,  at  the  same  timo,  to  believe  it  to  bribe,  for  appointing  Monny  Begum,  three 

be  proved.    Good  God !  in  what  ccmdition  do  lacks  and  an  half  of  nipees ;  we  shdl  prove  the 

men  of  the  first  character  and  situation  in  that  taking  at  the  same  time  the  rajeshye  bribes, 

country  stand,  when  wo  have  here  delivered  Mr.  Hastmgs,  at  that  time,  fblk>wed  bribery 

to  us,  as  a  record  of  the  company,  Mr.  Has-  in  a  natural  manner :  he  took  a  bribe,  he  took 

tings's  own  aasertions,  saying,  that  these  for-  it  as  large  as  ho  could  ;  he  concealed  it  as 

geries  were  proved,  though  you  have,  for  the  well  as  he  couki,  and  he  got  out  of  it  by  arti- 

first,  nothing  but  his  own  unsupported  asser-  fico,  or  boldness,  by  use  of  tridc,  or  use  of 

tion,  and  for  the  second,  his  declaration  only,  power,  jiisl  as  he  was  enabled :  he  acted  like 

that  ho  Iiad  not  the  curiosity  to  inquire  into  it.  a  wild  natural  man,  void  of  instruction,  dis- 

I  am  not  forbidden  by  the  Commons  to  elate  cipline,  and  art. 

how  and  on  what  slight  grounds  Warren  Has-  The  second  period  opened  another  system 

tings  charges  the  natives  of  the  country  with  of  bribery.  About  this  time  he  began  to  think 

forgery ;  neither  am  I  forbidden  to  bring  lor-  (from  wfaait  communication  your  lordships  may 

ward  the  accusation,  which  Mr.  Hastings  guess)  of  other  means,  by  which,  ti^en  h» 

made  against  Nundcomar  for  a  conspiracy,  could  no  longer  conceal  any  bribe,  diat  he  had 

nor  the  event  of  it,  nor  any  circumstance  relap  received,  he  not  only  might  exempt  hims^ 

tive  to  it.    I  shall  therefore  proceed  in  the  from  the  charge  and  the  punishmeot  of  goih, 

best  manner  I  can.    There  was  a  period,  but  might  convert  it  into  a  kind  of  merit,  and 

among  the  revdutions  of  philosophy,  when  instead  of  a  breaker  of  laws,  a  violator  of  his 

there  was  an  opinion,  that,  if  a  man  lost  one  trust,  a  receiver  of  scandakius  bribes,  a  peca- 

limb,  or  organ,  the  strength  of  that,  which  was  htor  of  the  first  magnitude,  might  make  him* 

lost,  retired  into  what  was  le(t  My  kirds,  if  we  self  to  be  considered  as  a  great  diftingaiahiiig 
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enfawnt  finaneier,  a  coQector  of  roTonoe  in  aceount,  or  on  any  pretonoe  whalsoeter;  or 

BOW  nad  CEKtraordiinry  ways:  and  that  we  any  promiae  or  engagement  for  any  preaent, 

ihoald  tfaiM  at  once  praiae  hia  dUigrace,  in*  gift,  donation,  gratuity,  or  reward ;  and  if  any 

duatry,  and  ingenuity.     The  adieme  he  aet  peraon,  holding  or  exerciaing  any  auch  civil 

on  foot  waa  tbia :  he  pretended,  that  the  com-  or  military  office,  ahall  be  guDty  of  any  auch 

pany  could  not  exiat  upon  principlea  of  atrict  offence,  and  ahaU  be  there^  legaOy  con?ict- 

juatice,  (forao  he  expreaaee  it,)  and  that  their  ed,"  &c.  &c. 

affaire,  in  many  caaea,  oould  not  be  ao  well  It  then  impoaea  the  penaltiea,  and  your  lord 
aocommodated  by  a  regular  reyenue,  aa  by  eh^  aee,  that  human  wiadom  cannot  pen  an 
privately  taking  money,  which  waa  to  be  ap>  act  more  atrongly  dvected  againat  taking 
plied  to  their  aervice  by  the  peraon,  who  took  bribea  upon  any  pretence  niiateTer.  This  act 
it,  at  hia  diacretion.  This  waa  the  principle  of  parliament  waa  in  affirmance  of  the  core- 
he  laid  down.  It  would  hardly  be  believed,  I  nant  entered  into  by  the  aervanta  of  the  com- 
imagine,  unleaa  strong  proof  appeared,  that  pany,  and  of  the  explicit  ordera  of  the  ooo^ 
any  man  oould  be  ao  daring  aa  to  hold  up  pany,  which  forbid  any  peraon  whatever  iit 
anch  a  reaouree  to  a  regukr  government,  trtiat— ^*  directly  or  indirectly,  to  accept,  take 
which  had  three  miUiona  of  knuwn,  avowed,  a  or  receive,  or  agree  to  accept,  take,  or  receive, 
great  part  of  it  territorial,  revenue.  But  it  ia  any  gift,  reward,  gratuily,  albwance,  donation, 
neceasary,  it  aeema,  to  piece  out  the  lion'a  or  compenaalion,  in  money,  effiscta,  jewels,  or 
akin  with  a  fox'a  tail ;  to  tack  on  a  little  piece  oOunoiat  howtotver^  from  any  of  the  Indian 
of  bribery  and  a  little  piece  of  peculation,  in  princea,  sovereigns,  soabahs,  ornaboba,  or  any 
order  to  help  out  the  reaourcea  of  a  great  of  their  ministers,  aervanta,  or  agents,  excced- 
and  flourishing  atate;  that  theyahouM  &ve,  ing  the  value  of  4,000  rupees,  &c.  he. 
in  the  knavery  of  their  aervanta,  in  the  breach  <<  And  that  he,  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings, 
of  their  laws,  and  in  the  entire  defiance  of  their  shall  and  will  convey,  aaaign,  and  make  over, 
covenants,  a  real  reaouree  applicable  to  their  to  the  aaid  United  Company  for  their  sole  and 
necesaitiea ;  of  which  they  were  not  to  judge,  proper  uae  and  benefit,  all  and  every  auch  giAa, 
but  the  persons  who  were  to  take  the  bribea ;  rewards,  gratuities,  allowancea,  donationa,  or 
and  that  the  bribes  thus  taken  were,  by  a  men-  compensationa  whataoever,  which,  contrary  to 
tal  reaervation,  a  private  intention  in  the  mind  the  tnio  intent  and  meaning  of  theae  preaenta, 
of  the  taker,  unknown  to  the  giver,  to  be  some  shall  come  into  the  hands,  poaaeasion,  or  power 
time  or  other,  in  some  way  or  other,  ^plied  of  the  aaid  Warren  Hastings,  or  any  other  per- 
to  the  public  aervice.  The  taking  such  bribea  son  or  persona  in  trust  iot  him  or  for  hia  use." 
was  to  become  a  justifiable  act,  in  conse-  The  nature  of  the  covenant,  the  act  of  par- 
quenoe  of  that  reaervation  in  the  mind  of  the  liament,  and  the  company's  ordera,  are  clear, 
person  who  took  them,  and  he  was  not  to  be  First,  they  have  not  forbidden  their  govemour^ 
called  to  account  for  them,  in  any  other  way  general,  nor  any  of  their  govemours,  to  take 
than  as  he.  thought  fit.  and  accept  from  the  princes  of  the  country, 
My  l6rd8,  an  act  of  parliament  paaaed  in  openly  and  publicly,  for  their  use,  any  terri- 
the  year  1773,  the  whole  drift  of  which,  I  may  tories,  lands,  sums  of  money,  or  other  dona- 
aay,  waa  to  prevent  bribery,  peculation,  and  tions,  which  may  be  offered  in  conaequenca 
extortion  in  the  company'a  servanta ;  and  the  of  treaty  or  otherwise.  It  waa  neceaaar)  to 
act  was  penned,  I  think,  with  aa  much  atrict-  distinguish  thia  from  every  other  species  ef 
ness  and  rigour  aa  ever  act  was  penned.  The  acceptance,  becanae  many  ooeaaions  occurred, 
twenty-fourth  clause  of  chap.  6S,  IS  Geo.  IQ,  in  which  fines  were  paid  to  the  company  in 
baa  the  following  enactment :  "  And  be  it  fur^  consequence  of  treaties ;  and  it  was  necessary 
ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforeaaid,  that  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  the  aame  in  the  com- 
fitma  and  after  the  1st  day  of  August  1774,  pany's  treasury,  aa  an  open  and  known  pro- 
no  perton  holding  or  exercbing  any  civil  or  ceeding.  It  waa  never  dreamed,  that  thia 
military  office  under  the  crown,  or  the  aaid  should  justify  the  taking  ofbribes^prixately  and 
United  Company  m  the  EaaUlndiea,  shall  clandestinely,  by  the  govemour,  or  any  odier 
accept,  receive,  or  take,  directly  or  indirectly,  servant  of  the  company,  for  the  purpoae  of  its 
by  himself,  cr  any  other  person  or  persons  on  firture  applkation  to  the  company's  use.  It  ia 
his  behalf,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  of  and  from  declared,  that  all  auch  bribes  and  money  re- 
any  of  the  Indian  princea  or  powers,  or  their  ceived  should  be  the  property  of  the  company, 
ministera  or  agents,  (or  any  of  the  nativea  ^mA  why  ?  As  a  meana  of  recovering  then 
of  Asia)  any  present,  gift,  donation,  gratuity,  out  of  the  corrupt  hands,  that  had  taken  them  ; 
or  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  upon  any  and  therefcxe  thia  waa  not  a  license  for  bribery, 
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Imt  «  prolulMtDiy  umI  p«ul  gUvm,  pfoviding  his  ditoracion,  tad  not  al  the 

th«  meaM  of  co«rcloo,  aad  making  Um  prohi-  bis  Mupbjen.  I  wiU  veflCnre  to  aay,  (faaft 

bition  atronger.    Now  Mr.  HaatingB  baifiwiid  a  sycton  of  nnrenue  noror  was  before  thoii|^ 

out,  llmt  this  ?ery  coercive  clauae,  which  was  o£    The  next  part  ii  an  eidbeqiier,  wbicfa  be 

made  in  order  to  enable  bis  superioors  to  get  has  formed,  oorrsspteding  widb  it.    Tou  wiA 

at  him  and  punish  fiim  for  bribery,  is  a  license  find  the  board  ofescfaequer  made  up  of  offioen 

for  him  to  receive  bribes.    He  is  not  only  a  oatensiUy  in  the  company's  aernoe,  of  thair 

practitioner  of  bribery,  but  a  profoesor,  a  doe-  public  accountant  and  public  treasurer,  wbon 

tor  upon  tha  subjecL    His  opinion  is,  that  he  Mr.  Hastings  uses  as  an  accountant  and  imn,- 

might  take  preaents  or  bribes  to  himself;  he  surer  of  bribes,  aooountabie  not  to  the  oosn* 

considers  the  penal  clause,  which  the  company  pany,  but  lo  himaelf,  acting  in  no  public  imuh 

attached  to  their  prohibition,  and  by  which  au  ner,  and  never  at^iag  but  upon  his  requisitinn, 

such  bribes  ai«  conatructively  declared  to  be  concealing  all  bis  frauds  and  artifices  to  pr»* 

tbeira^  iaorder  to  recover  them  out  of  his  haadS|  vent  detection  and  discovery.  In  short,  it  in  an 

as  a  license  to  receive  bribes,  to  extort  moneyi  exchequer,  in  which,  if  I  may  be  penniued  to 

and  he  goes  with  the  veiy  prohibition  in  bis  repeat  (he  words  I  made  use  of  on  %  foruMr 

hand,  the  very  means,  by  which  he  was  to  be  occasion,  extortion  is  the  assessor,  in  which 

restrained,  to  exercise  an  unlimited  bribery*  fraud  is  the  treasurer,  confusion  the  a«0Quniank| 

peculation,  and  extortion,  over  the  unhappy  oblivion  the  remessbrancer.    That  these  are 

natives  of  the  country.  not  mere  words,  I  will  exemplify  as  I  go  tfaroo^ 

The  moment  he  finds,  that  the  company  the  detail:  I  wUi  show  you,  that  everyone  oC 

has  got  a  scent  of  any  one  of  his  bribes,  he  the  things  I  have  stated  are  truths,  in  foot,  and 

comes  forward  and  says,  to  be  sure,  I  took  it  thai  these  men  are  bound  by  the  oonditicn  oC 

as  a  bribe :  I  admit  the  party  gave  me  it  as  their  recognised  fidelity  to  Mr.  Hastings  lo 

a  bribe :  I  concealed  it  for  a  time,  because  I  keep  back  his  secrets,  to  change  thw  aooooMs, 

thought  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  company  to  alter  the  items,  to  make  him  debtor  or  ere* 

to  conceal  it :  but  I  had  a  secret  intention,  in  diior  at  pleasure ;  and,  by  that  nuaus,  to  throw 

my  own  mind,  ef  applying  it  to  their  service :  the  whole  system  of  the  oompany's  **-irfifi 

you  shall  have  it;  but  you  shall  have  it  as  I  into  confusion. 

please,  and  when  I  please ;  and  this  bribe  be-  1  have  shown  the  impossibilily  of  the  oo»* 

comes  sanetiAed  the  moment  I  think  fit  to  ap-  psny*s  having  intended  to  anthorixe  such  a 

ply  it  to  your  service.    Now,  can  it  be  sup*  ravenue,  muM  less  such  aooostitutioa  of  k  as 

posed,  that  the  India  company  or  that  the  act  Mr.  Hastings  has  drawn  from  the  very  pr^ 

of  parliament  meant,  by  declaring,  that  the  hibitions  of  bribery,  and  such  an  exchequer  as 

property  taken  by  a  corrupt  servant,  contrary  he  has  formed  upon  the  principles  I  have  stated, 

to  the  true  intent  of  his  covenant,  was  theirs,  Tou  will  not  dishonour  the  legishUtoar^,  or  tbo 

to  give  a  license  to  take  such  property;  and  company,  be  it  what  it  may,  by  thinking,  that 

that  one  mode  of  obtaining  a  revenue  was  by  either  df  them  could  give  any  sanction  to  it. 

the  breach  of  the  very  oovenanto,  which  were  Indeed  you  will  not  think,  that  such  a  device 

meant  to  prevent  extortion,  peculalion,  and  could  ever  enter  into  die  head  of  ahy  rational 

oonuption?    What  sort  of  body  is  the  India  man.    You  are  then  to  judge,  whether  it  is  not 

eompany,  which,  coning  to  the  verge  of  bank-  a  device  to  cover  guilt,  to  prevent  detectian 

mptoy  fay  the  robbery  of  half  the  worM,  is,  af«  by  destroying  the  means  of  it ;  aad-at  the  same 

torwards,  to  subsist  upon  the  alms  of  pecula-  time,  your  k>rdship8  will  judge,  whether  the 

tion  and  bribeiy,  to  have  its  strongth  recruit-  evidence  we  bring  you  to  prove  that  revenue 

ad  by  the  violation  of  the  covvnants  imposed  is  a  mere  pretext,  be  not  stronger  than  the 

upon  iu  own  servants?    It  is  an  odd  sort  of  strange  absurd  reasons,  which  he  has  praduesd 

body  to  be  80  fed  and  so  supported.     This  for  forming  this  new  plan  of  an  eacbequcr  of 

new  constitution  of  revenue,  that  he  has  made,  bribery. 

is  indeed  a  very  singular  conUivance.    It  is  a  My  kirds,  I  am  now  going  to  read  to  yon  a 

revenue  to  be  collected  by  any  officer  of  (he  letter,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  dedarn  his 

oempany,  <for  they  are  ail  alike  forbidden,  and  ophiion  upon  the  operation  of  the  act,  which 

aU  alike  pennttted,)  to  be  collected  by  any  be  now  has  found  the  means,  as  he  thinks,  of 

person,  frcm  any  peraon,at  aay  time,  in  any  evading.    My  lords,  I  will  tell  you,  to  save 

proportion,  by  any  means,  and  in  any  way  he  you  a  good  deal  of  reading,  that  there  was 

pleases ;  and  to  be  accounted  for,  or  not  to  be  certam  prize  money  given  by  Shuja  ul  Dowlah 

accounted  for,  at  the  (Measure  of  the  collector ;  to  a  body  of  the  company's  troops,  serving  n 

and,  if  applied  to  their  use,  to  be  applied  at  the  field;  that  this  prise  money  was  to  be  di^ 
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tribotfld  anong  iImb;  bat  upon  ippUcfttion  in  die  fi«U,  bj  a  prinoe  ihta  iad«peiMlant  of 

b«nig  in«d«  to  Mr.  Hasting  (or  his  opinioo  the  compaoy.    If  ever  there  was  a  circuin- 

and  laiictioa  in  thedisthbation,  Mr.  Hutingti  ttanoe,  in  which  any  re6neinent,  any  iaToor* 

at  first,  Memed  inclined  to  give  way  to  it^but,  able  conetructioa  of  the  act,  could  be  used,  it 

afterwards,  upon  reading  and  eoosidering  dbe  waa  in  iavonr  of  a  body  of  men,  nerving  in  iha 

act  of  parliament,  before   he  allowed   the  field,  fighting  for  their  country,  spUling  their 

•oldiery  to  receive  this  public  donation,  he '  blood  for  it,  eufiering  all  iho  inconvenienciea 

thua  describee  his  opinion  of  the  operation  of  of  that  dinale.    It  was  undoubtedly  volunta- 

the  act.  rily  ofieted  to  them  by  the  party,  in  the  height 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings  to  of  victory,  and  enriched  by  the  plunder  of 

Oolonel  Champion,  Slst  August  1774.— •"  Up-  whole  |>rovinoeB.     I  beliefe  your  lordships 

on  a  reference  to  the  new  act  of  paHiament,  I  will  agree  with  me.  that  if  any  relaxation,  say 

was  much  disappeinted,  and  sorry  to  find,  evasion  of  an  act  of  parliament,  eould  be 

fliat  our  intentioas  were  entirely  defeated  by  a  allowed,  if  the  btention  of  the  legislature 

dause  in  the  act  (to  be  in  force  after  the  1st  emild  for  a  moment  be  trifled  with,  or  suppoe* 

«f  August  1774)  whidi  divests  us  of  the  power  ed  lor  a  moment  doubtful,  it  was  in  this  in» 

to  grant,  and  expressly  prohibits  the  army  to  etanoe ;  and  yet,  upon  the  rigour  of  the  act» 

receive,  the  ndiob's  intended  donation.  Agre^  Mr.  Hastings  refiises  that  army  the  price  of 

able  to  the  positive  sense  of  this  clause,  not»  their  blood,  money  won  solely,  almost,  by  their 

withstanding  it  is  expressed  individually,  there  arms,  for  a  prinoe,  who  had  acquired  millions 

la  not  a  doubt  but  the  army  is  inchided  with  by  their  bravery,  fidelity,  and  suffering.    This 

all  other  persvas  in  the  prohibition  from  r^  was  the  case,  in  which  Mr.  Hastinp  refused 

ceiving  presents  or  donations ;  a  confirmation  a  public  donation  to  the  army,  and  from  that 

of  which  is,  that  in  the  clause  of  exceptions,  day  to  this  thsy  have  never  received  it. 

wherein  '  counsellours  at  law,  f^ysioians,  sur*  If  the  receipt  of  this  ptAiic  donation  oould 

goons,  and  chaplains,  are  permitted  to  re*  be  thos  Ibibidden,  whenoe  has  Mr.  Hastings 

eeive  the  fees  annexed  to  their  profession,'  no  since  kamed,  that  be  may  privately  take 

mention  whatever  is  made  of  any  latitude  money,  and  take  it  not  only  ixom  princee,  and 

given  to  the  army,  or  any  circumstances  persons  in  power,  and  afaimaiding  in  wealthy 

wherein  it  would  be  allowable  for  them  to  but,  as  we  shall  prove,  fixxn  pernoos  in  a  oom- 

receive   presents This  unlucky  dis*  parative  degree  oif  penury  and  distress  7    That 

covery  of  an  exclusion  by  act  of  parliament,  he  oouk)  take  it  from  persons  in  office  and  trust 

which  admits  of  no  abatement  or  evasion  whose  power  gave  them  the  means  of  ruining 

wherever  its  authority  extends,  renders  a  r»*  the  pe<^  for  the  purpose  of  eoaUiag  tiiem» 

visal  of  our  proceedings  necessary,  and  leaves  selves  m  pay  it  7    Consider  in  what  a  situation 

no  option  to  our  decision ;  it  is  not  like  the  or*  the  oompany  must  be,  if  the  govemour-general 

dinances  uf  the  court  of  directors,  where  a  <Mi  fbrm  such  a  seorst  eachequer  of  direot 

fcvourable  construction  may  be  put,  and  some  bribee,  given  so  nsmaw  as  bribes,  and  accepted 

room  is  left  for  the  inteipesition  of  the  author*  is  snch,  by  the  parties  eonoemed  in  the  trsne* 

1^  vested  in  ourselves ;  but  positive  and  de-  Iwtion,  to  be  discovefod  only  by  himself,  and 

cisive,  admitting  neitfaer  of  refinement  nor  with  only  the  inward  rseervalioR,  that  I  hava 

nisconstniciion.     [  should  be  happy,  if,  in  spoken  of. 

this  mstance,  a  method  could  be  devised  of  In  the  first  place,  if  Mr.  Hastings  should 

sening  the  act  aside,  whish  I  should  most  die,  without  having  made  a  discovery  of  all 

willingly  embrace :  but,  in  my  opinion,  an  his  bribes,  or  if  any  other  servant  of  the  coin* 

opposition  would  bs  to  incur  the  penalty."  pany  should  imitate  his  ennple,  without  hia 

Tour  lordships  see,  Mr.  Hastings  consider*  lieroic  good  intentions,  m  doing  aiioh  villaaoos 

ad  this  act  to  be  a  most  unlncky  discovery :  acts ;  how  is  the  cooipurf  to  recover  the  bribe 

indeed,  as  long  as  it  remained  in  force,  it  money  7    The  receivers  need  not  divulge  ity 

would  have  been  unlucky  for  him,  because  till  they  think  fit,  and  the  nsonient  an  infonoMr 

it  would  have  destroyed  one  of  the  principal  oomes,  that  informer  is  ruined.    He  omsee,  ibr 

sources  of  his  illegal  profits.    Why  does  he  instance,  to  the  goveraoar-gensralandooonett, 

consider  it  unlucky?    Because  it  admits  of  and  charges,  say  not  Mr.  Hastings,  but  the 

no  reservation,  no  exception,  no  refinement  head  of  the  board  of  retenne,  with  receiving 

whatever,  but  is  dear,  positive,  decisive.  H  bribe.    Receive  a  bribe !  so  I  did ;  bat  it 

Now,  in  what  case  was  it,  that  Mr.'  Has*  was  with  an  hitention  of  applying  it  to  ths 

tings  made  this  determination  7  In  the  case  of  company's  service.     There  I  nick  the  aa. 

ft  donation,  pubUdy  ofiered  to  an  army  servings  former :  I  am  beforehand  with  him :  the  bribe 
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it  BuictiSed  by  my  iowiid  jemiHcaJ  inteDtioiL.  Mr.  HaitnigB  had  aqaeexad oat  oTa  miaenhla 
I  will  make  a  merit  of  it  with  the  company,  country  a  bribe  of  £40fi00f  of  which  he  wib 
I  have  received  £.40,000  as  a  brU>e ;  there  it  enabled  to  bring  to  the  account  of  the  company 
is  for  you ;  I  am  acquitted ;  I  am  a  meritoriooa  onlyjC  J0,000,  and  of  which  we  should  not  erea 
■enrant;  let  the  informer  go,  and  seek  his  r»-  have  known  the  existence,  if  the  inquiries, 
medy  as  he  can.  Now  if  an  informer  is  oiice  pursued  with  great  diligence  by  the  House  of 
instructed,  that  a  person,  who  receives  bribes,  *  Comnioiis,  had  not  extorted  the  discovery ;  and 
ean  turn  them  into  merit,  and  take  away  his  even  now  that  we  know  the  fact,  we  can  never 
ai^ion  from  him,  do  you  think,  that  you  ever  get  at  the  money ;  the  company  can  never  re- 
will,  or  can,  discover  any  one  bribe  7  But  ceive  it ;  and  before  the  House  had  squeezed 
what  is  still  w(Hrse,  by  this  method  disclose  out  of  him,  that  some  such  money  had  been  re- 
but one  bribe,  and  you  secure  all  the  rest,  that  ceived,  he  never  once  toM  the  court  of  direc- 
you  possibly  can  receive  upon  any  occasion.  Umts,  that  his  Uaek  bribe  agent,  whom  he  re- 
For  instance,  strong  report  prevails,  that  a  commended  to  their  service,  had  cheated  bodi 
bribe  of  £.40,000  has  been  given,  and  the  re-  them  and  him  of  £.20,000  out  of  the  fund  of 
oeiver  expects  that  information  will  be  laid  the  bribe  revenue.  If  it  be  asked,  where  is 
against  him.  He  acknowledges  that  he  has  the  record  of  this?  Record  there  is  none, 
received  a  bribe  of  £.40,000  but  says,  that  it  In  what  office  is  it  entered?  It  is^ontered  ia 
was  for  the  service  of  the  company,  and  that  no  office ;  it  is  mentioned  as  privat^y  received 
it  is  carried  to  their  account  And  thus  by  for  the  company's  benefit ;  and  you  shaU  now 
stating, ^at  be  has  taken  some  money  which  further  see  what  a  charming  office  of  receipt 
he  baa  accounted  for,  but  concealing  from  and  account  this  new  exchequer  of  Mr.  Ha^ 
whom  that  money  came,  which  is  exactly  Mr.  tings's  is. 

Hastings'scase,  if  at  last  an  information  shoukl  For,  there  is  another  and  a  more  serious 
be  laid  before  the  company  of  a  specific  bribe  circumstance,  attending  this  business.  Every 
having  been  received  of  £.40,000,  it  is  said  one  knows,  that  by  the  law  of  this,  and,  I  b^ 
by  the  receiver.  Lord!  this  is  the  £.40,000  I  lieve,  of  every  country,  any  money,  which  is 
told  you  of;  it  is  broken  into  fragments,  paid  taken  fllegally  firom  any  person,  as  every  bribe 
by  instalments ;  and  you  have  taken  it  and  put  or  sum  of  money  extorted  or  paid  without  coo- 
it  into  your  own  coffers.  sideration  is,  belongs  to  the  person  who  paid 
Again,  suppose  him  to  take  it  through  the  it,  and  he  may  bring  his  action  for  it,  and  re- 
hand  of  an  agent,  such  as  Gunga  Covin  Sing ;  cover  iu  Then,  see  how  the  company  stands : 
and  that  his  agent,  who,  as  we  have  lately  dia-  the  company  receives  a  bribe  of  £.40 ,-000  by 
covered,  out  of  a  bribe  of  £.40,000  which  Mr.  Mr.  Hastings  ;  it  is  carried  to  its  account ;  it 
Hastings  was  to  have  received,  kept  back  half  turns  bribery  into  a  revenue  ;  it  sanctifies  it 
of  it,  falls  into  their  debt  like  him ;  I  desire  to  In  the  mean  time,  the  man,  from  whom  this, 
know,  what  the  company  can  do  in  such  a  money  is  illegally  taken,  sues  Mr.  Hastings, 
case?  Gunga  Grovin  Sing  has  entered  into  no  Must  not  he  recover  of  Mr.  Hastings?  Then, 
covenants  with  the  company.  There  is  no  if  so,  must  not  Mr.  Hasting* recover  it  again 
trace  of  his  having  this  money,  except  what  from  the  company  ?  The  company  undoubtedly 
Mr.  Hastings  chooses  to  tell.  If  he  is  called  is  answerable  for  it.  And  here  is  a  revenue, 
upon  to  refund  it  to  the  company,  he  may  say  which  every  man,  who  has  paid  it,  mty  dreg 
ho  never  received  it ;  that  he  was  never  order-  out  of  the  treasury  again.  Mr.  Hastings's 
ed  to  extort  this  money  from  the  people;  or  if  he  donations  of  his  bribes  to  the  treasury  are 
was  under  any  covenant  not  to  take  gioney,  he  liable  to  be  torn  from  it  at  pleasure  by  every 
may  set  up  this  defence,  I  am  forbidden  to  re-  man  who  gives  the  money.  First  it  may  be 
oeive  money ;  and  I  will  not  make  a  dedara-  torn  from  him  who  receives  it,  and  then  he 
tioa,  which  will  subject  me  to  penalties ;  or  he  may  recover  it  from  the  treasury,  to  which  he 
may  say  in  India  before  the  suprepie  court,  I  has  given  it. 

have  paid  the  bribe  all  to  Mr.  Hastings:  and,        But  admitting,  that  the  taking  of  bribes  can 

then,  there  must  be  a  bill  and  suit  there,  a  biU  be  sanctified  by  their  becoming  die  property  of 

and  suit  here,  and  by  that  means,  having  one  the  company,  it  may  still  be  askedj  for  what 

pai^y  on  one  side  the  water,  and  the  other  party  end  and  purpose  has  the  company  covenanted 

on  the  other,  the  company  may  never  come  to  with  Mr.  Hastings,  that  money,  taken  extor- 

a  discovery  of  it.     And  that  in  fact  this  is  sively,  shall  belong  to  the  company  ?  Is  it,  that 

the  way  in  which  one  of  his  great  bribe  agents  satisfaction  and  reparation  may  be  awarded 

has  acted,  I  shall  prove  to  your  lordships  by  against  the  said  Warren  Hastings,  to  die  said 

evidence.  company,  for  their  own  benefit  ?   No,  it  is  for 
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ilie  benefit  of  the  injured  peraoos ;  and  it  u  to  own  private  cash,  and  that  he  had  deposited 

be  carried  to  the  compaoy'a  account,  "  but  in  with  the  treasurer  two  lacks  of  rupees.    This 

trust,  nevertheless,  and  to  the  intent,  that  the  was  in  June  1780,  and  Mr.  Francis  soon  after 

said  company  may  and  do  render  and  pay  over  returned  to  Europe.    I  need  not  inform  your 

the  moneys  received  or  recovered  by  them  to  lordships,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had,  before  this 

the  parties  injured  or  defrauded,  which  the  said  time,  been  charged  with  bribery  and  pecula- 

coropany  accordingly  hereby  agree  and  cove-  tion  by  General  C layering,  Colcmel  Monsoo, 

nant  to  do."    Now  here  is  a  revenue  to  be  and  Mr.  Francis.    He  suspected,  that  Mr. 

received  by  Mr.  Hastings  for  the  company's  Francis,  then  going  to  £ur(^e,  would  confirm 

use,  applied,  at  his  discretion,  to  that  use,  tuid  this  charge  by  the  suspicious  nature  and  cii^ 

which  the  company  has  previously  covenanted  cumstances  of  this  generous  od*er  ;  and  this 

to  restore  to  the  persons,  that  are  injured  and  suspicion  was  increased  by  the  connexion, 

damaged.    This  is  revenue,  which  is  to  be  which  he  supposed,  and  whidi  we  can  prove 

torn  away  by  the  action  of  any  person ;  a  r»-  he  thought,  Mr.  Francis  had  with  Cheit  Sing, 

venue,  which  they  must  return  back  to  the  per-  Apprehending  therefore,  that  he  might  discover 

son  complaining,  as  they  in  justice  ought  to  and  bring  the  bribe  to  light  some  way  or  other, 

do ;  for  no  nation  ever  avowed  making  a  reve-  he  resolved  to  anticipate  any  such  discovery 

nue  out  of  bribery  and  peculation.    They  are,  by  declaring,  up(xi  the  29th  of  November,  that 

then,  to  restore  it  back  again.    But  how  can  this  money  was  not  his  own.    I  will  mentioa 

they  restore  it  ?    Mr.  Hastings  has  applied  to  your  lordships  hereafler  the  circumstances 

it:  he  has  given  it  in  presents  to  princes,  laid  of  this  money.    He  says,  "  My  present  rea- 

it  out  in  budgerows,  in  pen,  ink,  and  wax ;  in  son  for  adverting  to  my  conduct,'*  that  is,  his 

salaries  to  secretaries ;  he  has  laid  it  out  just  in  offer  of  two  lades  of  nq>ees  out  of  his  own 

any  way  he  pleased ;  and  the  India  company,  private  cash  for  the  company's  service,  upon 

who  have  covenanted  to  restore  all  this  money  the  26th  of  June,  1780, "  on  the  occasion  I  have 

to  the  penons  from  whom  it  came,  are  de-  mentioned,  is  to  obviate  the  (alse  conclusions 

prived  of  all  means  of  perfiirming  so  just  a  or  proposed  misrepresentations,  which  may  be 

duty.    Therefore,  I  dismiss  the  idea,  that  any  made  of  it,  either  as  an  artifice  of  ostentation, 

man  so  acting  could  have  had  a  good  intention  or  as  the  effect  of  corrupt  influence,  by  assur- 

in  his  mind  :  the  supposition  is  too  weak,  ing  you,  that  the  money,  by  whatever  means 

senseless,  and  absurd.   It  was  only  in  a  despe-  it  came  into  your  possession,  was  not  my  own ; 

rate  cause,  that  he  made  a  desperate  attempt ;  that  I  had  myself  no  right  to  it,  nor  would  or 

for  we  shall  prove,  that  ho  never  made  a  di^  eould  have  received  it,  but  for  the  occasion, 

closure  without  thinking  that  a  discovery  had  which  prompted  me  to  avail  myself  of  the  ao- 

beenprevioaslyroade,orwaslikelytobemade,  cidental  means,  which  were  at  that  instant 

together  with  an  exposure  of  all  the  circum-  affi>rded  me,  of  accepting  and  converting  it  to 

stances  of  his  wicked  and  abominable  conceal-  the  property  and  use  of  the  company :  and  with 

menL  this  brief  apology  I  shall  dismiss  the  subject.'* 

You  will  see  the  history  of  this  new  scheme  My  brds,  you  see  what  an  account  Mr. 

of  bribery,  by  which  Mr.  Hastings  contrived,  Hastings  has  given  of  some  obscure  transao- 

by  avowing  some  bribes,  to  cover  others,  at-  tion,  by  which  he  contradicts  the  record ;  for, 

tempted  to  outfiice  his  delinquency,  and,  if  on  the  26th  of  June,  he  generously,  nobly,  full 

possible,  to  reconcile  a  weak  breach  of  the  laws  of  enthusiasm  for  their  service,  offers  to  the 

with  a  sort  of  spirited  observance  of  them,  company  money  of  his  own.    On  the  29th  of 

and  to  become  infamous  for  the  good  of  his  November,  he  tells  the  court  of  directors,  that 

country.  the  money  he  offered  <mi  the  former  day  was 

The  first  appearance  of  this  practice  of  bri-  not  his  own ;  that  his  assertion  was  totally 

bery  was  in  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  November,  false,  that  the  money  was  not  his ;  that  he  had 

1780.    The  cause,  which  led  to  the  discovery,  no  right  to  receive  it ;  and  tliat  he  would  not 

v.'i  r  a  dispute  between  him  and  Mr.  Francis  have  received  it,  but  for  the  occasion,  which 

vX  iho  board,  in  ccnsequence  of  a  very  hand-  prompted  him  to  avail  himself  of  the  acci- 

sooH*  offer  made  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  board  dental  means,  which  at  that  instant  offered, 

relative  to  a  measure  proposed  by  him,  to  Such  is  the  account  sent  by  their  govemour 

w^vuh  he  found  one  objection  to  be  the  mtmey  in  India,  acting  as  an  accountant  to  the  conw 

that  it  wouki  cost.    He  made  the  most  gene-  pany — a  company  with  whom  every  thing  is 

roas  and  handsome  offer,  as  it  stands  upon  re-  matter  of  account.    He  tells  them<indeed,  that 

cord ,  that  perhaps  any  man  ever  made,  namdy,  the  sum  he  had  offered  was  not  his  own ;  that  he 

that  he  wouki  defray  the  expense  out  of  his  had  no  right  to  it :  and  that  ae  would  not  have 
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taken  k,  iT  h«  had  not  been  greatly  tempted  by  mode,  which  he  has,  of  amoimtiiig  wMi  iha 

die  occasion ;  but  he  nerer  lelb  them  by  i^at  company,  and  infbraiing  them  of  his  bribe. 

means  he  came  at  it,  the  person,  from  whom  He  begins  his  account  of  this  transactkil  by 

he  recehred  it,  the  occasion,  opon  which  ha  saying,  that  it  has  something  of  affinity  to  tiM 

received  it,  (whether  justifiable  or  not,)  or  any  last  anecdote,  meaning  the  aeeowit,  of  liM 

one  circumsiance  under  heaven  relative  to  it.  first  bribe.    An  anecdote  is  made  a  head  oC 

This  is  a  very  extraordinary  account  to  give  to  an  account,  and  this,  I  believe,  is  what  noM 

the  public  of  a  sum,  which  we  find  to  be  some-  of  your  lordships  ever  have  heard  cf  beAn, 

where  above  twenty  thousand  pounds,  taken  by  and  I  believe  it  is  yet  to  be  ieanied  in  this 

Mr.  Hastings  in  some  way  or  odier.    He  sec  commercial  nation,  a  nation  of  accurate  oov* 

the  companyolindly  groping  in  the  daik  by  the  mereiaJ  account.    The  account  he  givw  of 

very  pretended  light,  the  ignis  &tutts,  which  the  first  is  an  anecdote ;  and  whatt  is  bis  ao* 

'  he  held  out  to  them:  for  at  th&t  time,  all  was  count  of  the  second  7    A  relation  of  an  ane^ 

in  the  dark,  and  in  a  cloud ;  and  this  is  what  dote :  not  a  near  relation,  but  something  of 

Mr.  I&wtittgs  calls  ir^crmatian  communicated  affinity ;  a  remote  relation  cousin  three  or  fear 

to  the  company  on  the  subject  of  these  bribes,  times  removed,  of  the  ludf  Mood,  or  some* 

Tou  have  heard  of  obscurity  illustrated  by  thing  of  that  kind,  to  this  anecdote ;  and  bs 
a  fiirther  obscurity :  ofieiwrvm  per  oftactcrius.  never  tells  them  any  circumstance  of  it  what- 
He  continues  to  tell  them,  *'  Something  of  ever  of  any  kind,  but  that  it  has  some  affini^ 
affinity  to  this  anecdote  may  appear  in  the  first  to  the  former  anecdote.  But,  my  lotds,  tlie 
aspect  of  another  transaction,  which  I  riiaU  thing,  which  comes  to  some  degree  of  dear* 
proceed  to  relate,  and  of  which  it  is  more  im-  ness,  is  this,  that  he  did  give  money  to  the 
mediately  my  duty  to  inibrm  you.*'  He  then  rajah  of  Berar,  and  your  lordships  will  be  m 
telb  them,  tluit  he  had  contrived  to  give  a  sum  flMd  as  to  advert  carefiilly  to  the  proportioDS, 
ofmoney  to  the  rajah  ofBerer,  and  the  account  m  which  he  gave  it.  He  dki  give  him  two 
he  gives  of  that  proceeding  is  this :  '*  We  had  iadis  of  rupees  of  money  misod  by  his  own 
neidier  money  to  spare,  iM>r,  in  the  apparent  credit,  his  own  money ;  and  the  third  be  ad- 
state  of  that  government  in  its  relation  to  ours,  vanced  out  of  the  company's  money  in  has 
w«ftdd  it  have  been  either  prudent  or  eonsis-  hands.  He  might  have  taken  the  oon^nmy's 
tent  with  our  public  credit  to  have  afibrded  it.  money  undoubtmlly,  &irly,  openly,  and  held  it 
It  was,  neverdieless,  my  decided  opinion,  that  in  his  h«nds  for  an  hinuirBd  purposea,  and 
some  aid  should  be  given,  not  less  as  a  necea-  therefore  he  does  not  teU  them,  that  even  that 
sary  relief  than  as  an  indication  of  confidence,  third  was  money  he  had  obtained  by  brfteiy 
and  a  return  for  die  many  instances  of  sub-  and  corruption.  No;  he  says,  it  is  money  of 
Btanti&I  kindness^,  which  we  had,  within  the  the  companyfs,  vMth  he  had  in  his  hand ;  so 
coarse  of  the  two  last  yeais,  experienced  from  that  you  must  get  through  a  long  train  of 
the  government  c^  Berar.  I  had  an  assurance,  construction,  before  you  ascertain,  that  this 
that  such  a  proposal  would  receive  the  acquie#-  sum  was  what  it  turns  out  to  be,  a  bribe,  which 
c6nce  of  the  boud ;  but  I  knew,  diat  it  would  he  retained  for  the  company.  Tour  k)rdships 
not  pass  without  opposition,  and  it  wouU  have  will  please  to  observe,  as  I  proceed,  the  na- 
become  public,  which  might  have  defeated  its  ture  of  this  pretended  generosity  in  Mr.  Has- 
purpose.  Convinced  of  the  necessity  of  the  tings.  He  is  always  generous  in  the  same 
expedient,  and  assured  of  the  sincerity  of  the  vray.  As  he  offered  the  whole  of  his  first 
government  of  Berar  fiom  evidences  of  stronger  bribe  as  his  own  money,  and  afterwards  ao- 
proof  to  me  than  I  could  make  them  appear  to  Imowledged,  that  no  part  of  it  was  his  own ; 
the  other  members  of  the  board,  I  resolved  to  so  he  is  now  generous  again  in  this  latter 
adopt  it,  and  to  take  die  entire  responsibility  transaction,  in  which,  however,  he  ^ows, 
of  it  upon  myself.  In  diis  mode  a  less  con-  diat  he  is  neither  generous  nor  just.  He  took 
siderable  sum  would  suffice.  I  accordingly  die  first  money  without  right ;  and  he  did  not 
caused  three  lacks  of  rupees  to  be  delivered  to  apply  it  to  the  very  service,  for  which  it  was 
the  minister  of  the  rajah  of  Berar,  resident  in  pretended  to  be  taken.  He  dien  tells  you  of 
Calcutta.  Ho  lias  transmitted  it  to  CuHac.  another  anecdote,  which,  he  says,  has  an  af^ 
Two-thirds  of  Uiis  sum  I  htiv#  rais'x!  by  my  finity  to  that  anecdote,  and  here  he  is  gene- 
own  credit,  and  shall  charge  it  in  my  official  ac-  reus  iic;ain.  In  the  first,  he  appears  to  be 
counts.  The  other  third  I  have  supplied  fi-om  generous  and  just,  because  he  appeara  to  giva 
the  cash  in  my  hands  belonging  to  die  honour-  his  own  money,  which  he  had  a  right  to  dis* 
able  company.*'  pose  of;  then  he  tells  you,  he  is  neither 

Tour  lordships  see  in  this  business  another  generous  nor  just ;  for  he  had  taken  money  hs 
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had  no  right  to,  and  did  not  apply  it  to  the  another  very  curioot  one.   For  when  yotioottie 

service,  for  which  he  pretended  to  have  receiv-  to  look  into  the  parttcalart  of  it,  yon  will  fiad, 

ed  It.    And  how  he  is  generous  again,  because  there  are  ihrs*  bonds  dechured  to  be  the  com* 

he  gives  two  lacks  (^  his  own  money,  and  pany*t  bonds,  and  whidi  refer  to  the  femer 

just,  because  he  gives  one  lack,  which  1>elon^  transactions,  namely,  the  money,  for  which  he 

ed  to  the  company ;  but  there  is  not  an  idea  had  taken  the  bonds :  but  when  you  oome  to 

Miggested  from  whom  he  took  it.  look  at  the  nmnbem  of  them,  yoo  wiH  find, 

But  to  proceed,  ray  lords ;  In  this  letter  he  that  one  of  the  three  bonds,  which  he  had 
tells  you,  he  had  given  two-thirds  his  own  taken  as  his  own,disappears;  and  another  bond 
money  and  one-third  the  company's  money,  of  another  data  and  for  a  nneh  iargor  smn  is 
So  it  stood  upon  the  f9th  of  November  1780.  stthstituted  in  its  phicA,  of  which  he  had  never 
On  the  5th  (^  January  following  wo  see  the  mentioned  any  thing  whatever.  So  that  tide- 
business  take  a  totally  difierent  turn ;  tad  then  ing  his  firet  acooont,  that  twtvthiniB  is  his  own 
Mr.  Hastings  calls  for  tliree  company's  bonds,  money ;  then,  that  it  is  all  his  own  ;  in  the 
Upon  two  different  securities,  antedated  to  the  third,  that  h  is  all  the  Company's  money ;  by 
Brat  and  second  of  October,  for  the  three  lacks,  a  fourth  aoceunt,  ghren  in  a  paper  describing 
which  he  before  told  them  was  two-thuds  his  the  three  bonds,  you  will  fiml,  that  thet«  ft 
own  money,  and  one-third  the  com|nny's.  He  oAe  lack,  which  he  does  not  aooouit  for,  bat 
now  declares  the  whole  of  it  to  be  his  own,  Mbstitutes,  in  its  place,  a  bond  before  taken, 
and  he  thus  applies  by  letter  to  the  board,  of  as  his  own.  He  sinks  and  soppresses  one 
which  he  himself  was  a  majority.  "  Ho-  bond  ;  he  gives  two  bonds  to  the  company, 
nour&ble  sir  and  sirs.  Having  had  occasion  to  and  to  iwppkj  the  warn  <ff  the  third,  which 
disburse  the  sum  of  three  liudn  of  sicca  n»*  he  sapprsases,  ha  brhiga  forward  a  bond  for 
pees  on  account  of  secret  serrioes,  which  hav^  mother  sum,  of  another  date,  whidi  he  had 
ing  been  advanced  from  my  own  private  iMsh,  never  mentioned  before.  Here  then  you  hava 
i  request  that  the  same  may  be  repaid  to  me  four  difibrent  aooooats :  if  any  one  of  them  is 
ih  the  following  manner :  true,  ev«ry  one  of  the  other  three  is  totally 

"  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  die  tefms  ftlse.    Siiidi  a  system  of  cogging,  such  a  sys- 

of  the  second  loan,  bearing  date  from  1st  Oeto-  tMn  of  ftmod,  sodi  a  system  of  prevarication, 

berjHirone  lack  of  sicca  rupees.  siieh  a  sjrslem  of  ftbehood,  never  wan  I  be- 

**  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  tenna  lieve  before  eihibited  in  the  worid. 

of  the  first  loan,  bearing  date  from  1st  October,  In  the  first  place,  why  did  be  take  bonds  at 

for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees.  tSi  from  the  company  for  the  money,  thnt  Was 

"  A  bond  to  be  granted  me  upon  the  terms  of  their  own  7  I  mimA  be  cantious  how  I  charge 

the  first  loan,  bearuig  date  from  the  9d  October,  a  legal  crimen    I  will  not  charge  it  to  be  for^ 

for  one  lack  of  sicca  rupees."    Here  are  two  gery,  to  take  a  bond  from  the  company  for 

accounts,  one  of  which  must  be  directly  and  money,  which  was  their  own.    He  was  em- 

ilatJy  false  ;  for  he  could  not  have  given  two-  ployed  to  make  out  bonds  for  the  company,  to 

thirds  his  own,  and  have  supplied  the  other  raise  money  on  their  credit.    He  pretends  be 

third  from  money  of  die  company's,  and  at  lent  them  a  sum  of  money,  which  was  not  his 

the  same  time,  have  advanced  the  whole  as  to  lend;  hot  he  gives  their  own  money  to  them 

his  own.    He  here  goes  the  foil  lengt^  of  the  as  his  own,  and  takes  a  aeeurity  for  it.    I  wiH 

fraud ;  he  declares,  that  it  is  all  his  own,  so  not  say,  that  it  is  a  forgery,  hot  I  am  sure  it  is 

much  his  own,  that  he  does  not  trust  the  com-  an  offence  as  grievous,  because  it  is  as  much  a 

pany  with  it,  and  actually  takes  thev  bonds  dieat  as  a  forgery,  with  this  addition  to  it^  that 

as  a  security  for  it,  bearing  an  interest  to  be  the  person  so  cheating  is  in  a  trust ;  he  violates 

paid  to  him  when  he  thinks  proper.  that  trott,  and,  in  so  doing,  he  defrauds  and 

Thus  it  remained  from  the  5th  of  January  folsifies  the  whole  iystem  of  the  company's 

1781 ,  till  I6th  December  1782,  when  this  busi-  aecoonts. 

Aess  takes  another  turn ;  and  in  a  letter  of  his  I  have  only  to  riiow,  what  his  own  expiana- 
to  the  company  these  bonds  become  all  their  tion  of  all  these  actions  was ;  because,  it  sir- 
Own.  All  the  money  advanced  is  now,  all  of  penedes  dl  observation  of  mine.  Hear  what 
it,  the  company's  m<Niey.  First,  he  says,  two-  prtfvarieating  gnilt  sajra  for  the  falsehood,  and 
thirds  were  Ms  own :  next,  that  the  whole  is  delusioa,  which  had  been  used  to  cover  it ;  and 
bis  own :  and  the  third  ttscoont  is,  that  the  see,  how  he  plunges  deeper  and  deeper  upon 
whcle  is  the  company's,  and  he  Mil  aoeouut  to*  every  occasion.  This  explanation  arose  out 
them  for  it.  ef  another  memorable  bribe,  which  I  nnist  now 

Now,  he  has  accompanied  this  aceavnt  wit)  beg  leave  to  Mite  to  your  lordships. 
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About  tbe  tune  of  the  receipt  of  the  (bnner    kx  a  very  few  yeen,  he  eliooU  be  enbM  b 
bribes,  good  fortune,  m  good  UauigB  teldom     lay  by  u  ample  proTisioa  for  his  retreiL 
come  amgtyt  is  kfaid  lo  bioi ;  and  when  be     About  nine  years  after  that  time,  uaaely,  in 
went  up,  and  had  nearly  ruined  the  company's     tbe  mooth  of  Jamiaiy  1782,  he  finds  himseV 
afiairs  in  Oude  and  Benares,  he  receiTed  a     rather  pinched  with  want,  but,  bowever,  not 
present  of  £.100,000  sterling,  or  thereabouts,     in  so  bad  a  way,  but  that  the  holding  cf  his 
He  receiTed  bills  for  it  in  September  1781:     office  had  enabled  him  to  lay  up  a  prorision, 
and  he  gives  the  company  an  account  of  it  in     with  which  he  could  be  oonieoted  in  a  more 
January  1782.     Remark  in  what  manner  the     humUe  station.    He  wishes  to  have  affluenoe ; 
account  of  this  money  was  given,  and  the  pur-    he  wishes  to  have  dignity ;  he  wishes  to  havs 
poses,  for  which  he  intends  to  apply  it.    He     consequence  and  rank,  but  he  allows,  that  he 
says,  in  this  letter,  "  I  received  the  offer  ef     has  competence.    Tour  lorddiipe  will  see  a^ 
a   considerable  sum  of  money,  both  on  the     terwards  how  miserably  his  hopes  were  disap- 
nabob's  part,  and  that  of  his  ministers,  as  a     pointed :  for  the  court  of  directors,  recetvii^ 
present  to  myself,  not  to  the  company :  I  ao-     this  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings,  did  dedare, 
cepted  it  without  hesitation,  and  gladly,  b«ng  that  they  could  not  give  it  to  him,  because  the 
entirely  destitute  both  of  means  and  credit,  act  had  ordered,  "  that  no  fees  of  office,  per- 
wbetber  for  your  service  or  tbe  relief  of  my  quisites,  emoluments,  or  advantages  wfaaiso- 
own  neoesrities."  My  kirds,  upon  this  yon     ever,  should  be  accepted,  received,  or  taken 
shall  hear  a  conanent,  made  by  some  abler     by  such  govemoor-general  and  council,  or  any 
persons  than  me.     This  donation  was  not  of  them,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any  aocoontor 
made  in  species,  but  in  bills  upon  the  house  of     pretence  whatsoever :"  and  as  the  same  act 
Gh)paul  Doss,  who  was  then  a  prisoner  in  the  further  directs, "  that  no  goverDour-geaeral, 
hands  of  Cheit  Sing.    AfW  mentioning,  that  or  any  of  the  council,  shall  directly  take,  ac- 
he took  this  present  for  the  company,  and  for  cept,  or  receive,  of  or  from  any  person  or  per- 
their  exigencies,  and  partly  for  his  own  neces-  sons,  in  any  manner,  or  on  any  account  what- 
sities,  and  in  consequence  of  the  distress  of  soever,  any  present,  gift,  donation,  gratnitf, 
both,  he  desires  the  company,  in  the  moment  or  reward,  pecuniary  or  otherwise,  or  any 
of  this  their  greatest  distress,  to. award  it  to  promise  or  engagement  for  any  present,  gift, 
him,  and  therefore  he  ends,  "  If  you  shouki  donation,  gratuity,  or  reward;^'  we  canool, 
adjudge  the  deposit  to  me,  I  riiall  consider  it  were  we  so  indsned,  decree  the  amomt  of  ihti 
as  the  most  honourable  approbation  and  re-  present  to  the  govemoor-general.    And  it  is 
ward  of  my  labours ;  and  I  wish  to  owe  my  further  enacted,  "  that  any  such  present,  gift, 
fortune  to  your  bounty.    I  am  now  in  the  gratui^,  donation, or  reward,  accepted,  taken 
fiftieth  year  of  my  life :  I  have  passed  thirty-  or  received,  shall  be  deemed  and  construed  lo 
one  yeare  in  the  service  of  the  company,  and  have  been  received  to  and  for  tbe  scde  use  of 
the  greatest  part  of  that  time  in  employments  the  company."    And  therefore  they  resolvoi^ 
of  the  highest  trust.    My  conscience  allows  most  unjustly  and  most  wickedly,  to  keep  it  to 
me  boUly  lo  claim  the  merit  of  Eeal  and  into-  themselves.    The  act  made  it  in  the  first  in- 
grily  ;  nor  has  fortune  been  unpropitious  to  stance  the  property  of  the  company,  and  they 
their  exertions.    To  these  qualities  I  bound  would  not  give  ii  him.    And  one  dioukJ  thnk 
my  pretensions.     I  shall  not  repine,  if  you  this,  with  his  own  former -construction  of  the 
shall  deem  otherwise  of  my  services  ;  nor  act,  would  have  made  him  cautious  of  taking 
ou{;ht  your  decision,  however  it  may  disap-  bribes.    You  have  seen  what  weight  it  had 
point  my  hope  of  a  reU'eat,  adequate  to  the  with  him  to  stop  the  course  of  bribes,  wfaioh 
consequence  and  elevation  of  the  office,  which  he  was  in  such  a  career  of  taking  in  eveiy 
I  now  possess,  to  lessen  my  gratitude  for  hav-  place,  and  with  both  hands, 
ing  been  so  long  permitted  to  hold  it,  since  it        Your  lordships  have  now  before  you  this 
has  at  least  enabled  me  to  lay  up  a  provision,  hundred  thousand  pounds,  disclosed  in  a  letter 
with  frhich  I  can  be  contented  in  a  more  hum-  from  Patna,  datod  the  SOih  January  17^ 
ble  station.*'  You  find  mystery  and  concealment  in  every 

And  hero  your  lordships  will  be  pleased  ii^  one  of  Mr.  Hastings's  discoveries ;  for,  which 

eidentally  to  remark  the  circumstance  of  his  is  a  curious  part  of  it,  this  letter  was  not 

condition  of  life,  and  his  fortune,  to  which  he  sent  to  the  court  of  directors,  in  their  packet, 

appeals,  and  upon  account  of  which  he  desires  regularly,  but  transmitted  by  Major  Fairfax, 

this  money.    Your  lordshijM  will  remember)  one  of  his  agents,  to  Major  Scott,  another  ol 

that  in  1773,  he  said  (and  this  I  stated  to  you  his  agents,  to  be  delivered  to  the  company, 

from  himself)  that  if  he  held  his  then  office  Why  was  this  done  ?    Your  lordships  vil 
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judge,  from  that  circoitoai  mode  of  tnmsmb-  he  had  received,  and  thii  promise,  he  says,  he 

■ion,  whether  he  did  not  thereby  intend  to  now  perfirms,  waA  that  he  takes  that  oppor* 

leave  some  discretion  in  hb  agent  to  divulge  tiniiy  of  aoooonting  with  ihem  likewise  for  se- 

it  or  not.    We  are  told,  he  did  not,  bat  your  vera)  other  sums,  which  he  had  received.  His 

lordships  will  believe  that  or  no(,  according  woids  are :  "  This  promise  I  now  perfonn, 

to  the  nature  of  the  fiict.    If  he  had  been  and  deeming  it  consistent  with  the  spirit  of 

anxious  to  make  this  discovery  to  the  direo  it,  I  have  added  such  other  sums  as  have  been 

torn,  die  regular  way  would  have  been  to  send  occasionally  converted  to  the  company's  pro- 

his  letter  to  die  directors  immediately  in  the  perty  through  ray  means,  in  consequence  of 

packet ;  but  he  sent  it  in  a  box  to  an  agent ;  the  13ce  original  destination.    Of^e  second 

and  that  agent,  upon  due  discretion,  conveyed  of  these  sums  you  have  already  been  advised, 

it  to  the  court  of  directors.    Here,  however,  in  a  letter,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  adi^ress 

he  telb  you  nothing  about  the  persons,  from  the  honourable  court  of  directors,  dated  29th 

whom  he  received  this  money,  any  more  than  November  1780.    Both  this  and  the  third  ar- 

he  had  done  respecting  the  two  former  sums,  tide  were  paid  immediately  to  the  treasury. 

On  the  second  of  May  following  the  date  by  my  order  to  the  sub-treasurer  to  receive 
of  diis  Patna  letter  he  came  down  to  Cal-  them  on  the  company's  account,  but  never 
cutta,  with  a  mind,  as  he  himself  describes  it,  passed  throuf^  my  hands.  The  three  sums,  for 
greatly  agitated.  All  his  hope  of  plundering  which  bonds  were  granted,  were  in  like  matt- 
Benares  had  totally  failed.  The  produce  of  ner  paid  to  the  company's  treasury,  without 
the  robbing  of  the  begums,  in  the  maimer  passing  tiirough  my  hands,  but  their  appti^ 
your  lordships  have  heard,  was  all  dissipated  catkn  was  not  specified.  The  sum  of  60,000 
to  pay  the  arrears  of  the  armies :  there  was  oorrent  rupees  was  received  while  I  was  on 
no  fimd  left.  He  felt  himself  agitated  and  full  my  journey  to  Benares,  and  ^iplied  as  ex- 
«f  dread,  knowing,  that  he  had  l^en  threatened  pressed  in  the  account, 
with  having  his  place  taken  from  him  several  **  As  to  the  manner,  in  which  these  sums 
times ;  and  that  he  might  be  called  home  to  have  been  expended,  the  reference,  whidi  I 
render  an  account.  He  had  heard,  that  in-  have  made  of  it  in  die  aooompanying  account, 
quiries  had  begun  in  a  menacing  Conn  in  par-  to  the  several  aeeounts,  in  which  they  are 
liament;  and  though,  at  that  time,  Bengal  credited,  renders  any  other  specification  of  it 
was  not  struck  at,  ^ere  was  a  charge  of  bri-  nunecessary ;  Umdta,  thatthooe  accounts  either 
bery  and  peculation  brought  against  the  go-  have  or  will  have  received  a  much  stronger 
Tsmour  of  Madras.  With  this  dread,  with  aalhentieation  than  any,  that  I  oodd  give  to 
a  mind  full  of  anxiety  and  perturbation,  he  mine." 

writes  a  letter,  as  he  pretends,  on  the  SSd  of        I  wish  your  lordships  to  attend  to  the  next 

May  1782.    Your  lordships  will  remark,  that  paragraph,  which  is  meant  by  him  to  explain, 

when  he  came  down  to  Calcutta  from  his  ex-  why  he  took  bribes  at  all ;  why  he  took  bonds 

pedttion  up  the  country,  he  did  not,  till  the  for  some  of  them,  aa  moneys  of  his  own,  and 

SSd  of  May,  givo  any  account  whatever  /of  not  nsoneys  of  the  company  ;  why  he  entered 

these  transactions ;  and  that  this  letter,  or  pre*  some  .upon  the  con^mny's  accounts,  and  why 

tended  letter,  of  the  SSd  of  May  was  not  sent  of  the  odiers  he  renders  no  account  at  all. 

till  the  16th  of  December  following.  We  shall  Light,  however,  will  beam  upon  yon,  as  we 

dearly  prove,  that  he  had  id>ondant  means  proceed.    "  Why  these  sums  were  taken  by 

of  sending  it,  and  by  various  ways,  before  the  me ;  why  diey  were,  except  the  second,  quietly 

16th  of  December  178S,  when  he  enclosed  in  transferred  to  the  company's  use  ;  why  bonds 

another  letter  that  of  the  SSd  of  May.    This  were  taken  for  the  first,  and  not  for  the  rest, 

is  the  letter  of  discovery ;  this  is  the  letter,  might,  were  this  matter  exposed  to  the  view 

by  which  his  breast  was  to  be  laid  open  to  his  of  the  public,  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures 

employers,  and  all  the  obscurity  of  his  transac-  to  which  it  wouU  be  of  little  use  to  reply, 

tions  to  be  elucidated.  Here  are  indeed  new  Were  year  honourable  court  to  question  me 

discoveries,  but  they  are  like  many  new  die-  on  these  points,  I  woukl  answer,  that  the  sums 

covered  lands,  exceedingly  inhospitable,  very  were  taken  for  the  company's  benefit,  at  times, 

thinly  inhabited,  and  producing  nothing  to  whM  the  company  very  modi  needed  them : 

gratify  the  curiosity  of  the  human  mind.  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  receipts 

This  letter  is  addressed  to  the  honourable  finom  public  curiosity  by  receiving  bonds  Ibr 

the  court  of  director*,  dated  Fort  William,  SSd  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  any 

May  178S.    He  telb  them  he  had  promised  studied  design,  which  my  memory  couM  at 

to  account  for  the  ten  Ucks  of  rupees,  which  this  distance  of  time  veriQr :  and  that  I  did  not 
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think  it  worth  nj  ore  to  obsenw  th«  nme  DMinwr,  in  which  the  Moount  of  tmr  twt 
meww  with  the  reit.   I  trust,  honouimble  airf ,  hundred  thousand  pounds  is  given  to  the  cowt 
to  your  bressu  for  «  candid  interpretation  of  of  directors.    Yon  can  loam  nothing  in  this 
my  aciioDS ;  and  assume  the  freedom  to  add,  business,  that  is  any  way  distinct,  /except  a 
that  I  think  myself,  on  such  a  subject,  on  such  premediuted  design  of  a  oonceakneot  of  his 
on  ooconon,  entitled  to  it.'*    Lofty,  my  brds !  transactions.    That  is  avowed. 
You  see,  that  aAer  the  directors  had  exported        But  there  is  a  more  serious  thing  behind, 
an  explanation  for  so  long  a  time,  he  says,  Who  were  the  instruments  ofhisooDCcahnent  7 
"Why  these  kums  were  taken  by  me,  and,  es-  No  other,  my  lords,  than  the  company's  pub- 
cept  the  second,  quietly  tramferrad  to  ite  iic  aooquntant.    That  Terr  accountant  takes 
company  Y  use,  I  cannot  teU ;  why  bonds  were  the  money,  knowing  it  to  be  the  company's, 
taken  for  the  first,  and  not  Ibr  the  rest,  I  cane  a«i  that  it  was  oal^  pretended   to   be  ad- 
not  tell ;  if  this  matter  were  exposod  to  viow,  nmced  by  Mr.   Hastings  for  the  company's 
it  would  furnish  a  variety  of  conjectures.  Her«  use.     He  aees   Mr.    Hastings   make    out 
is  an  account,  which  is  lo  explain  the  most  bonds  to  himself  for  it,  and  Mr.  Hastin^i 
obscure,  the  most  mysterious,  the  moat  evi-  makes  him  enter  him  as  creditor,  when  in 
dently  fraudulent  transactions.    When  asked,  taeC  ho  was  debtor.    Thus  he  debauches  iho 
how  he  came  to  take  these  bonds,  how  be  oompany'sacoountant,  and  makes  him  his  con- 
came  to  use  these  frauds,  he  tolb  you,  he  federate.    These  fraudulent  and  corrupt  acts, 
really  dots  not  know ;  tiuit  he  might  have  ihk  covered  by  false  representations,  are  proved  to 
motive  for  it,  that  be  might  have  another  be  false,  not  by  collation  with  any  thing  else, 
motive  for  it,  that  he  wished  to  oonoeal  it  §nm  but  false  by  a  oolUtion  with  themselves.    This 
public  curiosity ;  but,  which  is  the  most  extr^  then  is  the  account  and  his  explanation  of  it ; 
ordinary,  he  vi  not  quite  sure,  that  he  had  any  and  in  this  insolent,  saucy,  careless,  negligent 
motive  for  it  at  all,  which  his  memory  can  manner  a  public  accountant,  like  Mr.  Ha^- 
trace.  Tho  whole  of  this  isA  period  of  a  year  tings,  ^,  man  bred  up  a  book-keeper  in  the 
and  an  half;  and  here  is  a  man,  who  keeps  hit  company's  service,  who  ought  to  be  exact, 
account  upon  principles  of  whim  and  vagary,  phyaically  exact  in  his  account,  has  not  only 
One  would  imagine  he  was  suessing  at  some  been  vicious  in  his  own  account,  but  made 
motive  of  a  stranger.    Why  no  oame  to  take  the  public  accounts  vicious  and  of  no  value, 
bonds  ibr  money  not  due  to  him ;  and  why  he  But  there  is  in  this  account  another  curious 
enters  some,  and  not  others,  he  knows  nothing  circumstance  with  regard  to  the  deposit  of 
of  these  things :  he  begs  them  not  to  ask  about  thb  sum  of  money,  to  which  he  referred,  in 
it,  because  it  will  be  of  no  use.    You,  fooliib  his  first  paragraph  of  his  leUer  of  the  29th  oC 
court  of  directon,  may  conjecture  and  oon-  November  1780.    He  states,  that  this  deposit 
jecture  on.    You  are  aaking  me,  why  I  look  was  made  and  paased  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
bonds  to  myself  {or  money  of  youn,  why  I  Larkins  on  the  first  of  June.    It  did  so;  but  it 
have  cheated  you,  why  I  have  falsified  my  a»>  is  not  entered  in  the  company's  accounts  till 
count  in  su<!h  a  manner.    I  will  not  tett  you.  November  following.    Now  in  all  that  inter* 
In  the  satisfaction,  which  he  had  promued  mediate  space  where  was  it  ?    What  account 
lo  give  them,  he  neither  mentions  the  peraon^  was  there  of  it  ?    It  was  entirely  a  secret  be* 
the  times,  the  occasions,  or  motives  for  any  tween  Mr.  Larkins  and  Mr.  Hastings,  without 
of  bis  actions.    He  adds,  <<  I  did  not  think  it  a  poasibiUiy  of  any  one  discovering  any  parti- 
worth  my  care  to  qbaerve  the  same  means  calar  relative  to  it.    Here  is  an  account  of 
with  the  rest."  For  aome  purpoaes,  he  thought  twohundred  thousand  pounds  received,  juggled 
it  neceflBary  to  use  the  moat  complicated  whI  betwe^  the  accountant  and  him,  without  a 
artful  concealments ;  for  some,  he  oouU  not  loll  trace  of  it  appearing  in  the  company's  books, 
what  his  motives  were,  and,  for  olhen,  that  it  ^>ome  of  those  committees,  to  whom,  for  their 
was  mere  caraleamosa.    Here  is  the  exdi»-  diligonce  at  least,  I   must  say  tho  public 
quer  of  bribery  !    Have  I  falsified  any  part  of  have  lome  obligation,  and  in  return  for  which 
my  original  stating  of  it?  an  exchequer,  in  they  ought  to  meet  with  some  indulgence, 
which  ttie  man,  who  ought  to  pay,  receives ;  examining  into  all  these  circumstances,  an4 
the  roan,  who  ouglit  to  give  security,  takes  it ;  having  heard,  that  Mr.  Hastings  bad  deposit- 
the  man,  who  ought  to  keep  an  accKMnt,  sayai  ed  a  sum  c£  money  in  the  hands  of  the  com* 
be  ha*  forgotten;  an  exchequer,  in  whi^  obli-  pany's  sub^treasurcr  in  the  month  of  June, 
rion  was  the  remembrancer :  and  to  sum  up  sent  for  the  compakjiy's  bocJts.    They  lo(dtod 
Ibe  wliole.,  an  exchequer,  into  the  acoounts  of  over  those  books,  but  they  did  not  find  the  leaaK 
which,  it  was  useless  to  inquire.    This  is  the  tmce  of  any  auch  sum  of  money,  and  not  any 
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of  it ;  DOT  oould  there  be,  became  it  aaouats  to  thii :  I  have  taken  niuijr  bribes 

waa  not  paid  to  the  company*!  aocoont  till  the  — have  falsified  your  accounts — have  reversed 

November  ibUowing.    The  accountant  had  the  principle  of  them  in  my  own  favour ;  I 

received  the  moneyi  but  never  entered  it  from  now  discover  to  you  all  Iheae  my  frauds,  tuad 

June  till  November.    Then  at  last  have  we  think  myself  entitled  to  your  confidence  upon 

•n  account  of  iu    But  was  it  even  then  enter-  this  occasion.    Now  all  the  principles  of  diffi- 

ed  regulariy  upon  the  company's  accounts  /  dence;  all  the  principles  of  distrust ;  nay  more^ 

No  such  thing ;  it  is  a  deposit  carried  to  the  all  tlie  principleSi  upon  which  a  man  may  be 

govemour-general's  credit.    [The  entry  iff  the  ecmvioted  of  premeditated  fraud,  abd  deserve 

wanrol  tpedetf  m.  which  thu  dqtotU  wu  madt,  the  severest  punishment,  are  to  be  found  in 

wtm  haft  Ttadfnm  the  annpaajf**  geaeraljow^  this  case,  in  which,  he  says,  he  holds  himself 

md  of  1780  and  1781.]  to  be  entitled  to  their  confidence  and  trust. 

My  h«ds,  when  this  account  appears  at  (f  any  of  your  lordships  had  a  steward,  who  told 
last,  when  this  money  does  emerge  in  the  you  ho  had  lent  you  your  own  money,  and  had 
public  accounts,  whose  is  it  ?  Is  it  the  conn  taken  bonds  from  you  for  it,  and  if  he  afterwards 
paay's?  No,  Mr  Hastings's.  And  thusjif,  told  you,  that  that  money  was  neither  yours 
potwiihstanding  this  obscure  account  in  No-  nor  his,  but  extcxted  from  your  tenants  by 
vember,  the  direeiors  had  claimed  and  called  some  scandalous  means ;  I  should  be  glad  to 
for  this  affinity  to  an  anecdote ;  if  they  had  know  what  your  brdabips  would  think  of  such 
called  for  thw  anecdote,  and  examined  the  a  steward,  who  should  say,  I  will  take  the 
aeooont ;  if  they  had  said,  We  observe  here  freedom  to  add,  that  I  thi^  myself,  on  such 
entered  two  lacks  aiid  upwards ;  come,  Mr.  a  subject,  on  such  an  occasion,  entitled  to 
Hastings,  let  us  see  where  this  moooy  is :  your  confidence  and  trust.  You  will  observe 
they  would  find  that  it  is  Mr.  Hastings's  mo-  bis  cavalier  mode  of  expressioo.  Instead  of 
iwy,  not  the  coaapany's :  they  would  find  that  his  exhibiting  the  rigour  and  severity  of  an 
it  is  carried  to  his  credit.  In  this  manner  he  accountant  uid  a  book-keeper,  you  would 
hands  over  this  sum,  telling  them/ on  the  224  think  that  he  bad  been  a  reader  of  sentimental 
of  May  1782,  that  not  only  the  b(mds  wore  a  letters :  there  is  such  an  air  of  a  novel  running 
firaud,  but  the  deposit  was  a  firaud ;  and  that  through  the  whole,  that  it  adds  to  the  ridicule 
neither  bonds,  nor  deposit,  did  in  reality  be-  and  nausea  of  it :  it  is  an  oxymel  of  squills ; 
long  to  bias.  Why  did  he  enter  it  at  all  ?  there  is  something  to  strike  you  with  horrour 
then,  afterwards,  why  did  he  not  enter  it  as  for  the  villany  of  it,  something  to  strike  you 
the  company's  ?  Why  make  a  false  entry,  to  with  contempt  for  the  firaud  of  it ;  and  some- 
enter  it  as  his  own  ?  and  how  came  he,  two  thing  to  strike  you  with  utter  disgust  for  the 
years  after,  «^en  he  does  tell  you  that  it  was  vile  and  bad  taste,  witli  which  all  these  baso 
Che  company's  and  not  his  lowa,  to  alter  the  ingredients  are  assorted, 
public  accounts  7  But  why  did  he  not  tell  xour  lordships  will  see,  when  the  account, 
them  at  that  time,  when  lie  pretends  to  be  which  is  subjoined  to  this  unaccountable  letter* 
opening  his  breast  to  the  directors,  from  whom  comes  before  you,  that  though  the  company 
he  received  it,  or  say  any  thing  to  give  light  had  desired  to  know  the  channels,  tlirough 
to  the  company  respecting  it  ?  who,  supposing  which  he  got  those  sums,  there  is  not  (except 
they  had  the  power  of  dispensing  with  an  act  by  a  reference  that  appears  in  another  place 
of  parliament,  or  liceutfing  bribery  at  their  to  one  of  the  articles)  one  single  syllable  of  ex- 
pleasure,  might  have  boo?  thereby  enabled  to  planation  given  from  one  end  to  the  other ; 
say-ohere,  you  ought  to  have  received  it—  there  is  not  the  least  glimpse  of  light  thrown 
there  it  might  be  oppressive  a^  of  dreadfi*l  ppgn  these  transactions.  But  we  have  since 
example.  discovered  from  whom  he  got  these  bribes ;  and 

I  have  only  to  state,  that  in  this  letter,  your  lordships  will  be  struck  with  horrour  when 

which  was  pretended  to  be  wriuen  on  the  2Sd  you  hear  it. 

oi'May  1782,  your  lordships  will  observe,  that  I  have  already  remarked  to  you,  that  though 

he  thinks  it  his  absolute  duty  (and  I  wish  to  this  letter  is  dated  upon  the  22d  of  May,  it 

press  this  upon  your  lordships,  because  it  will  was  not  despatched  for  Europe  till  December 

be  necessary  m  a  comparison  which  I  shall  following ;  and  be  gets  Mr.  Larkins,  who  was 

have  hereafter  to  make,)  to  lay  open  all  their  his  agent  and  instrument  in  falsifying  the  onro- 

aflikirs  to  them,  to  give  them  a  full  and  candid  pany^  accounts,  to  swear,  that  this  letter  was 

explanation  of  his  ctrnduct,  which  he  after-  written  upon  the  22d  of  May,  and  that  he  had 

wards  oaoiesses  he  is  not  able  to  do.    The  no  opportunity  to  send  it,  but  by  the  Lively  in 

paragraph  has  ^een  just  read  to  you.     It  December.     On  the  16ih  of  that  month,  he 
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writoi  to  the  dtrecton,  ftnd  telb  them,  that  he  which  they  never  withh^  (ram  die 

is  quite  tbodced  to  find  he  hail  no  earlier  op-  of  my  predeceeBora,  I  shoald  have  diedeinid 

portunity  of  making  this  disoorery,  which  he  to  use  these  attentions.    How  1  hare  drawn 

thought  himself  hound  to  make,  though  this  on  me  a  different  treatment,  t  know  not;  it  is 

discoTery,  respecting  some  articles  of  it,  had  sufficient  that  I  hare  not  merited  it.  And  in  the 

now  been  delayed  nearly  two  years,  and  thou^  course  of  a  service  of  thirty-two  yean,  and  ten 

it  since  appears  that  there  were  many  oppor-  of  these  employed  in  maintainiDg  the  powers, 

tunities,  and  particularly  by  the  Resolution,  of  and  disdtarging  the  duties  of  the  first  offios  of 

sending  it.    He  was  much  distressed,  and  the  British  government  in  India,  that  hoooor- 

foond  himself  in  an  awkward  situation,  from  able  court  ought  to  know  whether  I  possoM  the 

an  apprehension  that  the  parliamentary  in-  integrity  and  honour,  which  are  the  first  re- 

quiry,  which,  be  knew,  was  at  this  time  in  quisitcsof  such  a  station.    If  I  wanted  these, 

progress,  might  have  forced  from  him  this  no-  diey  have  aflRMrded  me  but  too  powerful  ineen- 

table  discovery.    He  says,  *'  I  do  not  fear  the  tives  to  suppress  the  information,  which  I  now 

consequences  of  any  parliamentary  process."  convey  to  them  through  you ;  and  to  appio- 

bideed  he  needed  not  to  fear  any  parliament-  priate  to  my  own  use  the  sums,  which  I  have 

ary  inquiry,  if  it  produced  no  further  discovery  already  paMed  to  their  credit,  by  the  unworthy, 

than  that  which  your  lordships  have  in  the  and,  pardon  me  if  1  add,  dangerous  reflectiaM, 

letter  of  the  2{d  of  May,  and  in  the  accounts  which  they  have  passed  upon  me,  fiir  the  first 

sulgoined  to  it.    He  says,  that  "  the  delay  is  communiciuion  of  this  kind ;  and  your  own  ez- 

of  no  public  consequence ;  but  it  has  produo-  perience  will  suggest  to  you,  tlwt  there  ue 

ed  a  situation,  which,  with  respect  to  myself,  I  persons,  who  would  profit  by  such  a  vmmiii^. 

regard  as  unfortunate,  because  it  exposes  me  "  Upon  the  whole  of  these  transactians, 

to  the  meanest  imputation,  from  the  occasion  which  to  you,  who  are  accustomed  to  view 

whidi  the  late  parliamentary  inquiries  have  business  in  an  official  and  regular  light,  may 

since  furnished."  appear  unprecedented,  if  not  improper,  I  havn 

Now,  here  is  a  very  curious  letter,  that  I  but  a  few  short  remarks  to  suggest  to  your  coa- 

wish  to  have  read  for  some  other  reasons,  sideration. 

which  will  afterwards  appear,  but  principally  at  "  If  I  appear  in  any  unfavourable  light  by 

present  {or  the  purpose  of  lowing  you,  that  these  transactions,  I  resign  the  oommao  and 

he  held  it  to  be  his  duly,  and  thou^t  it  to  the  legal  Mcurity  of  those,  who  commit  crimes  or 

last  degree  dishonourable,  not  to  give  the  com-  errours.    I  am  ready  to  answer  every  partioa- 

pany  an  account  of  those  secret  bribes:  he  lar  question,  that  may  be  put  against  myself, 

thought  it  would  refiect  upon  him  and  ruin  his  upon  honour,  or  upon  oath, 

character  for  ever,  if  this  account  did  not  come  *'  The  sources,  from  which  these  retiefis  to 

voluntarily  from  him,  but  was  extorted  by  ter-  the  public  service  have  come,  would  never 

rour  of  parliamentary  inquiry.    In  this  letter  have  yielded  them  to  the  compai^  publicly ; 

of  the  16th  December  1782,  he  thus  writes : —  and  the  exigencies  of  your  service  (exigencies 

"  The  delay  is  of  no  public  consequence ;  but  created  by  the  exposition  of  your  affairs,  and 

it  has  produced  a  situation,  which,  with  respect  fitction  in  your  councils)  required  those  sup* 

to  myself,  I  regard  as  unfortunate;  because  it  plies. 

exposes  me  to  the  meanest  imputation,  from  "  I  could  have  concealed  them,  had  I  had  a 

the  occasion,  which  the  late  parliamentary  in-  wrong  motive,  from  yours  and  the  public  eye 

quiries  have  since  furnished,  but  which  were  lor  ever ;  and  I  know  that  the  difficulties,  to 

unknown  when  my  letter  was  written,  and  which  a  spirit  of  injustice  may  subject  me  fer 

written  in  the  necessary  consequence  of  a  my  candour  and  avowal,  are  greater  than  any 

promise,  made  to  that  eflTect  in  a  former  letter  to  possible  inconvenience,  that  could  have  attend^ 

your  honourable  committee,  dated  20th  January  ed  the  concealment,  except  the  dissatisfactkn 

last    However,  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  of  my  own  mind.    These  difficulties  are  but  a 

such  reflections  from  affecting  me,  I  have  de-  few  of  those  which  I  have  suffered  in  your  ser- 

sired  Mr.  Larkins,  who  was  privy  to  the  wholo  vice.    The  applause  of  my  own  breast  is  my 

transactions,  to  affix  to  the  letter  his  affidavit  surest  reward,  and  was  the  support  of  my  mind 

of  the  date  in  which  it  was  written.    I  own  I  in  meeting  them.    Your  applause,  and  that  of 

feel  most  sensibly  the  mortification  of  being  my  country,  are  my  next  wish  in  life.*' 

reduced  to  the  necessity  of  using  such  precau-  Tour  lordships  will  observe  at  the  end  of  this 

tions  10  guard  my  reputation  from  dishonour,  letter,  that  this  man  declares  his  first  applause 

If  I  had,  at  any  time,  possessed  that  degree  of  to  be  from  his  own  breast,  and  that  be  next 

confidence  from  my  immediate   employers,  wishes  to  have  the  applause  of  his  omptoyers. 


OF  WARREN  HASTINGS,  ESa  469 

But  reversing  this,  and  taking  their  ap|daiwe  but  the  applause  of  no  other  human  creature 
first,  let  us  see  on  what  does  he  ground  his  hope  will  he  have  for  giving  such  an  account  as  he 
of  their  applause?  Was  it  on  his  former  oon«  admits  this  to  be— irregular,  uncertain,  pro- 
duct? No,  for  he  says,  thai  conduct  had  re-  blematical,  and  of  which  no  one  can  make 
peatedly  met  with  their  disapprobation.  Was  either  head  or  tail.  Ho  despises  us  also,  who 
it  upon  the  confkience,  which  he  knew  they  are  represenuuives  of  the  people,  and  have 
had  in  him  ?  No,  for  he  says,  they  gave  among  us  all  the  regular  officers  of  finance, 
<*  more  of  their  confidence  to  the  meanest  of  for  expecting  any  thing  like  a  regular  account 
his  predecesson."  Observe,  my  lords,  the  from  him.  He  is  hurt  at  it ;  he  considers  it  aa 
style  of  insolence  he  constantly  uses  with  re-  ft  cruel  treatment  of  him ;  he  says,  Have  I  de- 
gard  to  all  mankind.  Lord  Clive  was  his  pre-  served  this  treatment  ?  Observe,  my  lords,  he 
deeessor :  Govemour  Gartier  was  his  pre-  had  met  with  no  treatment,  if  treatment  it  may 
decessor :  GKjvemour  Verolst  was  his  prede-  be  called,  from  us  of  the  kind,  of  which  he  com- 
cessor :  every  man  of  them  as  good  as  himself;  plains.  The  court  of  directors  had,  however, 
and  yet,  he  says,  the  directors  had  given  "  more  in  a  way,  shameful,  abject,  low,  and  pusilla- 
of  their  confidence  to  the  meaneat  of  his  prede-  nimous,  begged  of  him,  as  if  they  were  his  d^ 
cessors/'  But  what  was  to  entide  him  to  their  pendants,  and  not  his  masters,  to  give  them 
applause?  a  clear  and  full  explanation  of  the  some  light  into  the  account;  they  desire  a  re- 
bribes  he  had  taken.  Bribes  was  to  be  the  ceiver  of  money  to  tell  ftom  whom  he  received 
foundation  of  their  confidence  in  him,  and  the  it,  and  how  he  applied  it.  He  answers,  They 
clear  explanation  of  them  y<f$a  to  entitle  him  to  may  be  hanged  for  a  parcel  of  mean  oontemp- 
their  applause !  Strange  grmmds  to  buiU  coi>-  tible  book-keepen,  and  that  he  wiU  give  them 
fidenceupon — the  rotten  ground  of  comiptioo,  no  account  at  all:  he  says— ^*  If  you  soe 
accompanied  with  the  iifamy  of  its  avowal !  me**~-There  is  the  point ;  he  always  takes  se- 
Strange  ground  to  expect  applause— a  disco-  curity  in  a  court  of  law.  He  eoosiden  his  be* 
▼ery,  which  was  no  discovery  at  aU !  Your  ing  called  upon  by  these  people,  to  whom  he 
tordships  have  heard  this  discovery,  which  I  ought,  as  a  faithful  servant,  to  give  an  aooount, 
hare  not  taken  upon  me  to  state,  but  have  and  to  do  which  he  was  bound  by  an  act  of 
read  his  own  letter  on  the  occasion.  Has  parliament  specially  intrusting  him  with  the 
there,  at  this  moment,  any  light  broken  in  upon  administration  of  the  revenues,  as  a  gross  af- 
you  concerning  this  matter.  front.  He  adds,  that  he  is  ready  to  resign  his 
But  what  does  he  say  to  the  directors  ?  he  defence,  and  to  answer  upon  honour,  or  upon 
says,  "  Upon  the  whole  of  these  transactions,  oath.  Answering  upon  honour  is  a  strange 
which  to  you,  who  are  accustomed  to  view  way  they  have  got  in  India,  as  your  lorddiips 
business  in  an  official  and  regular  light,  may  may  see  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry.  But 
appear  unprecedented,  if  not  improper,  I  have  he  forget*,  that  being  the  company's  servant, 
but  a  few  short  remarks  to  suggest  to  your  con-  tho  company  may  bring  a  bill  in  chancery 
sideration."  He  looks  upon  3iem,  and  treats  a|P!nst  him,  and  force  him  upon  oath  to  give 
them,  as  a  set  of  bw  medianical  men  ;  a  set  an  account.  He  has  not,  however,  given  them 
of  low-born  book-keepers,  as  base  souls,  who,  light  enough,  or  afibrded  them  suffieiem  ground 
in  an  account,  call  for  explanation  and  preci-  for  a  fishing  bill  in  diancery.  Yet,  he  says, 
sion.  If  there  is  no  precision  in  accounts.  If  you  call  upon  me  in  a  chancery  way,  or  by 
there  is  nothing  of  worth  in  them.  You  see,  common  law,  I  really  will  abdicate  all  forms, 
he  himself  is  an  eccentric  accountant,  a  pin-  and  give  you  some  account.  In  consequence 
daric  book-keeper,  an  arithmetician  in  the  of  this  the  company  did  demand  from  him  an 
clouds.  I  know,  he  says,  what  the  directors  account,  regularly  and  as  fiilly  and  formally  as 
desire :  but  they  are  mean  people ;  they  are  if  they  had  demanded  it  in  a  court  of  justice 
not  of  elevated  sentiments:  they  are  modest;  He  positively  refused  to  give  them  any  ac- 
they  avoid  ostentation  in  taking  of  bribes:  I  count  whatever;  and  they  have  never  to  this 
therefore  am  playing  cups  and  balls  with  them,  very  day  in  which  we  speak,  had  any  accoimt, 
letting  them  see  a  little  glimpse  of  the  bribes,  that  is  at  all  clear  or  satisfactory.  Your  lord- 
then  carrying  them  &irly  away.  Upon  this  ships  will  see,  as  I  go  through  this  scene  of 
he  founds  the  applause  of  his  own  breast.  fraud,  falsification,  iniquity,  and  prevarication, 

Populus  me  sibilat ;  at  mihi  plaudo  *»*  »»  defiance  of  his  promise,  which  promise 

Ipso  doml,  siinul  ac  numihon  contemplor  diey  quote  upon  him  over  and  over  again,  be 

In  area.  has  never  given  them  any  aooount  of  this 

That  private  /pee  pkaidtt  he  may  have  in  matter, 

this  business,  which  is  a  business  of  money ;  He  goes  on  to  say,  (and  the  threat  is  indeed 
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tkfiiC)  ^^^  ^7  ctUing  him  to  aceount  they  or  protoctcd.   What  weight  thU  maj  hvn  nl 

amy  provoke  hiov—to  what  ?    "  To  appror  with  ihem  I  know  not ;  but  your  lonJabips  wffl 

priate,**  he  aaje,  ^*  to  my  own  we,  the  euma,  expect  in  vain  (hat  Mr.  Haaiinci,  after  giving 

which  I  have  already  paeaad  to  your  credit,  four  aocounts,  if  any  one  of  which  is  tme  the 

by  the  unworthy,  and,  pardon  me,  if  I  add,  other  three  muet  necwmrily  be  fijse^-after  ha¥# 

dangerous  refleciioM,  which  you  ha?e  pasaed  ing  thrown  the  company's  aooounts  into  confup 

upon  me  ibr  the  first  communication  of  this  iton,  and  being  unable  to  tell,  as  he  says  hira- 

kind."    They  passed  no  reflections:  they  said  self,  why  he  did  so— will  at  last  give  aouM 

lUey  would  neither  praise  nor  blame  him,  but  satisfaction  to  the  directors,  who  oooiinued| 

pressed  him  for  an  account  of  a  matter,  which  in  a  humble  meek  way,  giving  him  hints  that 

.  Ihey  could  not  understand ;  and,  I  believe,  your  he  ought  to  do  it.    You  have  heard  nothing  yet 

lortkhips  understand  it  no  more  than  they,  but  the  consequences  of  their  refusing  to  giv9 

fiir  it  is  not  in  the  compass  of  human  under?  him  the  present  of  an  hundred  thousand  pouad% 

standing  to  conceive  or  comprehend  it.    lo*  which  bo  had  taken  from  the  nabob:  they  did 

stead  of  an  account  of  it,  he  dares  to  threaieo  right  to  refiise  it  to  him  ;  they  did  wrong  to 

them — I  may  be  tempted,  if  you  should  pro-  take  it  to  themselves, 

voke  ms,  not  to  be  an  honest  man — to  fabify  We  now  find  Mr.  Hastings  on  iho  river 

your  account  a  second  time,  and  to  leolaim  Ganges  in  September  1784:  thatGaqgeswfaoas 

those  sums,  which  I  have  passed  to  your  cr»<  purifying  water  expiates  so  many  sins  of  the 

dit :  to  alter  the  acooiait  again  by  the  assis*  Gentoos,  and  which,  one  wouki  think,  wooU 

tanee  of  Mr.  Larkins.    What  a  dreadfiil  do-  have  washed  Mr.  Hastings's  hands  a  liiils 

daratka    is  tliis  of  his  dominion  over  the  clean  of  bribeiy,  Ind  wouU  kavo  rolled  down 

public  accounts,  and  of  his  power  of  altering  its  golden  sandb  like  another  Pactdns.    Hers 

them ;  a  declaration,  that,  havii^  first  &lsified  ws  find  him  discovering  another  of  his  bribes, 

those  accounts  in  order  to  deceive  them,  and  This  was  a  bribe  taken  upon  totally  a  different 

afterwards  having  told  them  of  this  fiUsifica-  principle,  according  to  his  own  avowal:  it  is  a 

tion  in  order  to  gain  credit  with  them  ;  if  they  bribe  not  pretended  to  be  received  for  the  osa 

provoke  him,  he  shall  take  back  the  money  of  the  company ;  a  bribe  taken  absolutely  eo- 

ho  had  carried  to  their  account,  and  make  tirdy  for  himself.    He  tells  themj  that  he  bad 

them  his  debtors  for  it.    He  fairly  avows  ths  taken  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand  pounds, 

dominion  he  has  over  the  oompany's  accounts ;  This  bribe,  which,  like  the  former,  he  had  taken 

and  therefore,  when  he  shall  hereafter  plead  without  right,  he  tells  them  that  he  intends  to 

the  accounts,  wo  shall  be  able  to  rebut  that  apply  to  his  own  purposes,  and  he  inaiate  upon 

evidence,  and  say,  The  company's  accounts  their  sanction  for  so  doing.    He  says,  he  hsd 

are  corrupted  by  you  through  yonr  agent,  Mr.  in  vain,  upon  a  former  occasion,  appealed  to 

Larkins,  and  we  give  no  credit  to  them,  be-  their  honour,  liberality,  and  generosity ;  that 

cause  you  not  only  tdd  the  company  you  co||ld  be  now  appeals  to  their  justice  ;  and  insists 

do  so,  but  we  can  prove  tliat  you  have  9-  upon  their  decreeing  this  bribe,  which  he  had 

tually  done   it.    What  a  strange  medley  of  taken,  without  tolling  them  firom  whom,  when, 

etaaion— pretended  discovery,  real  conceal-  or  on  what  accoimt,  to  his  own  use. 

meni,  fraud  and  prevarication  appears  in  evevy  Your  k>rdshtps  remember,  that  in  the  letter, 

part  of  this  letter!  which  he  wrote  from  Patna  on  the  20ih  oC 

But  admitting  this  letter  to  have  been  writ-  January  1782,  he  there  states,  that  he  was  in 

ten  uptMi  ihe  29d  of  Bffay,  and  kept  back  to  the  tolerable   gooid  circumstances,  and  that  this 

I6ih  of  December,  you  woidd  imagine,  that  had  arisen  from  his  having  continued  kmg  in 

during  all  that  internil  of  time,  be  wquU  have  their  service ;   now,  he  had  continued  two 

prepared  himself  lo  give  some  light,  some  years  longer  in  their  service,  and  he  is  ro- 

illustration  of  these  dark  and  mysterious  trans-  duced  to  beggary !    **  This,"  he  says,  *'  w  a 

actions,  which  carried  fl'aud  u|xm  the  very  fiuse  single  example  of  a  life  spent  in  the  accumo- 

of  them.    Did  ho  do  so  ?    Not  at  all.    Upon  laiion  of  croree  for  your  benefit,  and  doomed 

the  16th  of  December,  instead  of  giving  them  in  its  dose,  to  suffer  tho  extremity  of  privatn 

some  such  clear  accounts  as  mi^t  have  been  want,  and  to  sink  in  obscurity." 

expected,  he  falls  into  a  rident  passion  for  8o  fiir  back  as  in  1773,  he  thought  that  ha 

their  expecting  them :  he  tells  them  it  wodd  couUI  save  an  exceeding  good  ibrtune  out  of  his 

be  dangerous ;  and  he  tells  them  they  knew  place.    In  1788  he  says  with  gratitude,  that 

who  had  profited  by  these  transactions ;  thus,  in  he  has  made  a  decent  private  competency,  but 

order  to  strike  terrour  into  their  breasts,  hint-  in  two  years  after  he  sunk  to  the  extremity  of 

ing  at  some  frauds  which  they  had  practised  private  want.    And  how  does  he  seek  to  i«* 
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Jam  tb»t  mail  by  Ukiiif  a  bribe :  Bi ibas  Mi(U!etaa ;  Ihej  raeottect uoAaag,  tfiej  btonr 
are  no  knger  tokea  by  him  for  the  oqmpany'*  nothing.    He  has  not  stated  froa  that  day 
■errioe,  but  ibr  his  own.    He  tafcee  tlie  bribe  to  this,  firom  whom  he  loo^  that  money :  but 
with  an  eipreas  intention  of  keepiag  it  for  his  we  have  made  the  discovery.    Aod  such  is 
own  use,  and  he  caUs  upon  the  company  fiir  tlie  use  of  parliamentary  inquiries,  such,  too, 
their  sanction.  If  the  money  was  taken  without  both  to  the  present  age  and  posterity,  will  be 
right,  BO  claim  of  his  could  justify  its  being  their  use«  that,  if  we  pursue  them  with  the 
aiipropriated  to  himself;  nor  could  the  com-  vigour  which  the  great  trust  jusUy  imposed 
pany  so  appropriate  it,  for  no  maa  has  a  right  upon  us  deoiands,  and  if  your  lordships  do 
lobe  generous  out  of  another's  goods.    When  firmly  administer  justice   upon  this  man^s 
he  calif  upon  their  justice  and  geaeroaity,  they  frauds,  you  will  at  once  put  an  end  to  those 
might  answer,  If  you  have  a  just  demand  ufh  frauds  and  prevarications  ibr  ever.  Your  lord- 
on  our  treasury,  stale  it,  and  we  will  pay  it:  ships  willsee,  thai,  in  thia  inquiiy,  it  is  thedili- 
if  it  is  a  demand  upon  oar  generosity,  state  genceofthe  House  of  Commons,  which  he  has 
your  nerile,  and  we  wi  U  oonsader  them.    But  the  aud^ity  to  call  mo^,  that  has  discovered 
I  have  paid  myself  by  a  bribe ;  I  have  taken  and  brought  to  light  the  firauds,  which  we  shaU 
another  man's  money ;  and  I  call  upon  your  be  able  to  prove  against  him. 
ju«tioe-^o  do  what?    To  rsstore  it  to  its  I  will  now  read  to  your  lordships  an  eitract 
owner?  no;  to  aUow  me  to  keep  it  myself,  from  that  stuff, called  a  defence,  which  he  baa 
Think,  my  brds,  in  what  a  sitoatioii  th^  oons-  either  written  himself,  or  somebody  else  has 
paay  atanda.  I  have  done  a  great  deal  for  you :  written  fiir  him,  and  whioh  he  owns,  or  dis- 
Ihie  is  the  jackaU*s  portion ;  you  have  been  the  claims,  just  as  he  pleases ;  when  under  the 
lion ;  I  have  beea  endeavouring  to  prog  for  slow  tortures  of  a  pariiamentaiy  impeachment 
you;  I  am  your  bribe-pander,  your  factor  of  he  discovered,  at  length,  firom  whom  he  got 
corruption,  exposing  myself  to  every  kind  of  this  last  bribe.    *'  The  last  part  of  the  charga 
aeoro  and  ignominy,  to  insults,  even  from  yoo.  states,  that  in  my  leUer  to  the  court  of  direo- 
I  have  been  preying  and  phmdering  for  you,  I  tors  of  the  l^lst  February  1784, 1  have  con- 
have  gone  through  every  stage  of  licentious^  fessed  to  have  received  another  sum  of  money, 
■ess  and  lewdnem,  wading  through  every  ape-  the  amount  of  which  is  not  declared,  but 
eies  of  dirt  and  oorruption  for  your  advantage,  which,  from  the  application  of  it,  could  not  be 
I  am  now  sinking  into  the  extremity  of  private  leas  than  thirty-four  thousand  pounds  sterlmg, 
want ;  do  give  me  thi»— what?  money  ?  no,  kc    In  the  year  1783,  when  I  was  actually 
thia  bribe ;  rob  me  the  man  who  gave  me  (his  in  want  of  a  sum  of  money  fbr  my  private 
bribe ;  vote  me— what  ?  money  of  your  own  f  expenaes,  owing  to  the  company  not  having  at 
that  would  be  generous:  money  you  owe  me?  that  time  sufficient  cash  in  their  treasury  to  pay 
that  would  be  just;  No,  BMuey,  which  I  have  my  salary,  I  borrowed  three  lacks  of  rupees 
extorted  from  another  man,  and  I  call  (^mb  of  r^^ah  Noblus8en,ao  inhabitant  of  Calcuttat 
your  justioe  to  give  it  me.    This  ia  his  idea  whom  I  desired  to  call  upon  me  with  a  bond 
of  justioe.    He  says,  <<  I  am  compelled  to  de-  properly  filled  up ;  he  did  so,  but  at  the  time  I 
part  from  that  liberal  plan,  whioh  I  originally  was  going  to  execute  it  he  entreated  I  would 
adopted,  and  to  claim  from  your  justice  (for  rather  accept  the  money  than  execute  the  bond. 
you  have  forbid  me  to  app<ial  to  your  genero*  I  neither  accepted  the  offer  nor  refused  it ; 
sity)  the  dischai^  of  a  debt,  which  I  can  with  and  my  determination  upon  it  remained  sua- 
the  most  scrupulous  integrity  aver  to  be  justly  pended  betweea  the  ahemative  of  keeping 
due,  and  which  I  cannot  sustain."    Now,  if  the  money  as  a  loan  to  be  repaid,  and  of  tak- 
aay  of  the  company's  servants  may  say,  I  have  ing  it,  and  applying  it,  as  I  had  done  other 
been  exu^vagani-^^Mrofuse— fit  was  ail  meant  snms,  to  the  company's  use ;  and  there  the 
for  your  good :  let  me  prey  upon  the  country  matter  rested  till  I  undertook  my  journey  to 
at  my  pleasure ;  license  my  bribes,  frauds,  and  Xvcfawio,  when  I  determined  to  accept  the 
peculations,  and  then  you  do  me  justice.  What  money  for  the  company's  use ;  and  these  were 
eountry  are  wo  in,  where  these  ideas  are  ideas  my  motives:    Having  made  disbursements 
of  generosity  and  justice  ?  from  my  own  cash  fbr  aervices,  which,  though 
It  might  naturally  be  expected,  that  ia  this  required  to  epable  me  to  execute  tho  duties  of 
letter  he  would  hare  given  some  account  of  my  station,  I  had  hitherto  omitted  to  enter 
the  person,  from  whom  he  had  taken  this  bribe,  into  my  public  account;  I  resolved  to  reim- 
But  here,  as  in  the  othercases,  he  had  a  most  burse  myself  in  a  mode  most  suitable  to  the 
effectual  oblivion ;  the  Ghmgee,  like  I«ethe,  situation  of  the  company's  affairs,  by  charging 
aauaes  a  drowsine«,  as  you  saw  in  Mr.  these  disbwsementa  in  my  dubar  accounts  of 
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the  present  year,  and  crediting  them  by  a  ram  in  stationary,  and  budgerowi,  and  other  idU 

priva:eiy  received,  which  was  this  of  Nob-  services,  a  sura  amounting  to  £^,00O.    Bol 

kissen*B.    If  my  claim  on  the  company  were  was  it  for  the  company's  senrice?     Is  this 

not  founded  in  justice,  and  6otta  Jide  due,  my  language  to  be  listened  to  ?    Every  thing  I 

acceptance  of  three  lacks  of  rupees  from  Nob-  thought  fit  to  expend,  I  have   expended  far 

kissen  by  no  means  preehxlos  them  from  re-  the  company^s  service.    I  btended,  indeed,  at 

covering  (hat  sum  from  me.    No  member  of  that  time,  to  have  been  gteerous.    I  inuaaded, 

this  honourable  House  suspects  me,  I  hope,  of  out  of  my  own  podcet,  to  have  paid  for  a  traas- 

the  meanness  and  guilt  of  presenting  false  lation  of  the  code  of  (Sentoo  laws:  I  was  then 

accounts.*'    We  do  not  nuepmt  him  of  present-  in  the  prime  of  my  life,  flowing  in  moiiey  tad 

ing  false  accoimts :  we  can  prove,  we  are  now  had  great  expectations :  I  am  now  old  ;  I  csn- 

radicaUy  proving,  that  he  presents  false  ao-  not  alibrd  to  be  generous :  I  will  look  back 

counts.    We  suspect  no  man,  who  does  not  into  all  my  former  accounts,  pen,  ink,  wax, 

give  ground  for  suspicion :  we  aoctue  no  man,  every  thing,  that  I  generously  or  prodigally 

who  has   not  given  ground  for  accusation ;  spent,  as  my  own  humour  might  suggest ;  and 

and  we  do  not  attempt  to  bring  before  a  court  tfiough,  at  the  same  time,  I  know  yoo  have 

of  justice  any  charges,  which  we  shall  not  be  given  me  a  noble  allowance,  I  now  make  a 

able  decisively  to  prove.    This  will  put  an  charge  upon  you  for  this  sum  of  OMney,  and 

end  to  all  idle  prattle  of  malice,  of  groundless  intend  to  take  a  bribe  in  discharge  of  it.  Now, 

suspicions  of  guilt,  and  of  ill-founded  charges,  suppose  Lord  ComwaOis,  vdio  sits  in  the  seal, 

We  come  here  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  test,  and  I  hope  will  long  and  honourably  and  iiv^ 

and  here  it  shall  be  brought  to  the  test  between  thily  fiH  the  seat,  which  that  gentleman  pas- 

the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  this  East-  sessed  ;  suppose  Lord  Comwallis,  after  never 

India  delinquent.    In  his  letter  of  the  Slst  of  having  complained  of  the  insuflkieocy  of  his 

February  1 784,  he  says,  he  has  never  benefits  mIuTi  vkI  after  having  but  two  years  ago  said 

ed  himself  by  contingent  accounts ;  and  as  an  he  had  saved  a  sufficient  competency  out  of  it, 

excuse  for  tidcing  this  bribe  from  N<^kiasen,  should  .noi  tell  you  that  £.30,000  a  year  wu 

which  he  did  not  discover  at  the  time,  but  many  not  enough  for  him,  and  that  he  was  sinkiif 

years  afterwards  at  the  bw  of  the  House  rf  into  want  and  distress,  and  shouki  justify,  v^aa. 

Commons,  ho  declares,  that  he  wanted  lo  ap-  that  alleged  want,  taking  a  bribe,  and  tksa 

ply  it  to  the  contingem  aceoont  for  his  expen-  make  out  a  bill  of  contingent  expenses  to  cover 

ses,  that  is,  for  what  he  pretended  to  have  laid  it ;  wouM  your  lordships  bear  this  ? 

out  for  the  company  during  a  great  number  Mr.  Hastings  has  told  you,  that  he  wanted  to 

of  years.    He  proceeds,  "  If  it  shouM  be  borrow  money  for  his  own  use,  and  that  he  ap> 

objected ,  that  the  allowance  of  these  demands  plied  to  rajah  Nohkisnn,  who  generously  preis- 

would  fumi^  a  precedent  for  others  of  the  like  ed  it  upon  him  as  a  gift.    Rajah  Nobkisscn 

kind,  I  have  to  remark  that  in  their  whole  is  a  banyan;  you  will  be  astonished  to  hear  of 

amount  they  are  but  the  aggregate  of  a  con-  generosity  in  a  banyan:  there  never  was  a 

tingent  account  of  twelve  yean ;  and  if  it  were  banyan  and  generosity  united  together;  bat 

to  become  the  practice  of  those,  who  have  pass-  Nobkissen  loses  his  banyan  qualities  at  once 

ed  their  prime  of  life  in  your  service,  and  fflled,  the  moment  the  light  of  Mr.  Hastings's  &oe 

as  I  have  filled  it,  the  first  office  of  your  do-  beams  upon  him.    Here,  says  Mr.  Hastings, 

minion,  to  glean  from  their  past  aocoonts  all  1  have  prepared  bonds  for  you !  Astonishing  * 

the  articles  of  expense,  which  their  inaccuracy  how  can  you  think  of  the  meauness  of  bonds: 

or  indifference  hath  overlooked,  your  interests  you  call  upon  mo  to  lend  you  £.34^000,  and 

would  suffer  infinitely  less  by  the  precedent  propose  bonds :  No,  you  shaJi  have  it  \  you  are 

than  by  a  single  example  of  a  Ufe  spent  in  the  the  govemour-genenl,  who  have  a  large  and 

accumulation  of  crores  for  your  benefit,  and  ample  salary ;  but  I  know  you  are  a  generons 

doomed  in  its  close  to  sufTer  the  extremity  of  man,  and  I  emulate  your  generosity :  I  give 

private  want,  and  to  sink  in  obscurity."   Here  you  all  this  money.     NoWiissen  was  quite 

is  the  man,  that  has  toM  us  at  the  bar  of  the  shodied  at  Mr.  Hastings's  offering  him  a  bond. 

House  of  Commons,  that  he  never  made  up  My  lords,  a  Gentoo  banyan  is  a  person  a 

any  contingent  accounts ;  and  yet,  as  a  set-off  Utde  k>wer,  a  little  more  pennriouB,  a  little 

against  this  bribe,  which  he  received  for  him-  more  exacting,  a  little  more  cunning,  a  little 

self,  and  never  intended  to  apply  io  the  eurreot  mors  naoney-making,  than  a  Jew.    Tkwe  ts 

nse  of  the  company,  he  feigns  and  invents  a  not  a  Jew  in  the  meanest  oomar  of  Duke's- 

daim  upon  them,  namdy,  tlmt  he  had,  without  place  in  London,  that  is  so  crafty,  so  much  a 

aiiy  aulbority  ofthe  company,  squandered  away  usurer,  so  skilfid  how  to  tiam  money  to  profit 
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and  10  rewired  not  to  gi?e  any  money,  bat  for  intoreoi  in  that  country,  amoanted  to  more  tlian 

profit,  u  a  Gentoo  broker  of  the  dan  I  have  thia  bribe,  taken,  aa  was  pretended,  for  tbe 

mentioned.    But  this  man,  however,  at  once  company's  service.  Such  are  tbe  consequences 

grows  generous,  and  will  not  suffer  a  bond  to  of  a  banyan's  generonty,  and  of  Mr.  Hastings^ 

be  given  to  him ;  and  Mr.  Hastings,  accord-  gratitude,  so  ^  as  the  interest  of  the  country 

ingly,  is  thrown   uito  very  great  distress.  Is  concerned;  and  this  is  a  good  way  to  pay  Mr. 

Tou  see  sentiment  always  prevailing  in  Mr.  Hastings's  contingent  accounts.  But  this  is  not 

HttMings.    The  sentimental  dialogue,  which  all ;  a  most  detestaUe  villain  is  sent  up  into  the 

must  have  passed  between  him  and  a  Gentoo  country  to  take  the  management  of  it,  and  the 

broker,  would  have  charmed  every  one,  that  fbrtunea  of  all  the  great  fiuniliea  in  it  are  given 

has  a  taste  for  pathos  and  sentiment.    Mr.  entirely  into  his  power.    This  is  the  way,  by 

Hastings  was  pressed  to  receive  the  money  as  which  the  company  are  to  keep  their  own  ser- 

a  gift'-^ie  really  does  not  know  what  to  do,  vanta  from  falling  into  "  tbe  extremi^  of  pr»» 

whether  to  insist  upon  giving  a  bond  or  not:  vate  want."    And  the  company  itself,  in  this 

whether  he  shall  take  the  mon^  for  his  own  pretended  saving  to  their  treasury  by  the  lak* 

use,  or  whetber  he  shall  take  it  for  the  com-  ing  of  bribes,  lose  more  than  the  amount  of 

pany's  use.    But  it  may  be  said  of  man,  as  it  tbe  bribes  received.    Wherever  a  bribe  is 

is  said  of  woman;  the  woman,  who  driiberatM,  given  on  one  hand,  there  is  a  balance  accn»« 

is  lost    The  man,  that  deliberates  about  re-  ing  on  the  other.    No  mas,  who  had  any  share 

eeiving  bribes,  is  gone ;  the  moment  he  deli-  in  the  management  of  the  company's  revenues, 

berates,  that  moment  his  reason,  the  Ibrtress,  is  ever  gave  a  bribe,  who  did  not  either  extort 

ket^the  walls  shake ;  down  it  comes,  and  at  the  iuU  amount  of  it  from  the  country,  or  else 

the  same  moment  enters  Nobkissen  into  the  fidl  in  balance  to  the  company  to  that  amount, 

citadel  of  his  honour  and  integrity,  with  colours  and  frequently  both.    In  short,  Mr.  Hastings 

flying,  with  drums  beating;   and  Mr.  Has-  never  was  guilty  of  coiruptioo,  that  blood  and 

tings's  garrison  goes  out,  very  handsomely  in-  rapine  did  not  follow ;  he  never  took  a  bribe, 

dewl,  with  the  honours  of  war,  all  for  the  benefit  pretended  to  be  for  their  benefit,  but  tbe  oom- 

of  the  company.    Mr.  Hastings  consents  to  pany's  treasuiy  was  pruportionably  exhansted 

take  the  money  from  Nobkissen ;  Nobkisieo  by  it. 

gives  the  money,  and  is  perfectly  satisfied.  And  now  was  this  scandalous  and  ruinoua 
Mr.  Hastings  lock  the  money  with  a  view  to  traflfe  in  bribes  brought  to  light  by  the  court 
apply  it  the  company's  service:  How?  to  pay  of  directors?  No,  we  got  it  in  tbe  House  of 
his  own  contingent  bilb.  Every  thing  that  Commons.  These  bribes  appear  to  have  been 
I  do,  says  he,  and  all  the  money  I  squander,  is  taken  ai  various  times,  and  upon  various  oocap 
all  for  the  company's  benefit.  As  to  particulars  sioos ;  and  it  was  not  till  his  return  from 
of  accounts,  never  look  into  them ;  they  are  Patna  in  February  1782,  that  tbe  first commu* 
given  you  upon  honour:  let  me  take  this  bribe,  nication  of  any  of  them  was  made  to  the  court 
it  costs  you  nothing  to  be  just  or  genorous.  of  directors.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
I  take  tbe  bribe :  you  sanctify  it.  But  in  every  the  court  of  directors  wrote  back  to  him,  re- 
transaction  of  Mr.  Hastings,  where  we  have  quiring  some  further  explanation  upon  the 
gotaname,  there  we  have  got  a  crime.  Nob-  subject.  No  explanation  was  given,  but  a 
kisBen  gave  him  the  money,  and  did  not  take  oommunication  of  other  bribes  was  made  in 
his  braid,  I  believe,  for  it;  but  Nobkissen,  wo  his  letter,  said  to  be  written  in  May  of  the 
find,  immediately  aflerwaids  enters  upon  tho  same  year,  but  not  despatched  to  Europe  till 
stewardship  or  management  of  one  of  the  moot  the  December  followiiig.  This  produced 
considerable  districts  in  Bengal.  We  know  another  requisition  fit>m  the  directors  for  ex- 
very  well,  and  shall  prove  to  your  lordships,  in  .  planaiion.  And  here  your  lordsh^is  are  to  ob- 
what  manner  such  men  rack  such  districts,  and  aoive,  that  this  oorrespoodence  is  never  in 
exact  Cram  tbe  inhabitants  the  money  to  repay  tho  way  of  letters  written  and  answers  given ; 
themBelves  for  the  bribes,  which  had  been  hut  he  and  the  directors  are  perpetually  play^ 
taken  from  them.  These  bribes  are  taken  ing  at  hide  and  seek  with  each  other,  and 
under  a  pretence  of  the  company's  service ;  writing  to  each  other  at  random ;  Mr.  Hastings 
but  sooner  or  later  they  fall  upon  the  company's  makbg  a  communication  one  day,  the  directors 
treasury.  And  we  shall  prove  that  Nobkissen,  requiring  aa  explanation  the  next ;  Mr.  Ha»- 
within  a  year  from  the  timo  when  he  gave  this  tings  giving  an  account  of  another  bribe  on  the 
bribe,  had  fallen  into  arrears  to  the  company,  third  day,  without  giving  any  explanation  of  tbe 
as  their  steward,  to  the  amount  of  a  sum,  the  former.  Still,  however,  the  directors  are  pursu- 
very  interest  of  which,  according  to  the  rate  of  ing  their  chase.  But  it  was  not  till  they  learned 
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Afet  the  oommfttMt  of  the  Howe  ofCotntoone  senee,  contained  in  the  whole  of  tbeni.    Hn« 

(for  committeei  of  the  House  oTCooifnoni  had  it  il,  end  your  lordah^  win  soAr  it  to  be 

then  some  weight,)  were  (rownmg  apoQ  them  reid. 

for  this  coHinioD  with  Mr.  Hastings,  that  at  lart  I  must  beg  your  patience ;  I  nmit  adnow- 

some  honest  men  in  the  direction  were  permit-  ledge  that  it  has  been  the  most  difficult  of  aO 

ted  to  hare  some  ascendency ;  and  that  a  proper  things  to  explain,  but  much  more  difficult  to 

letter  was  prepared,  which  I  shall  show  your  make  pleasant  and  not  wearisome,  fabily  and 

hNndshtpSjdemandinglromMr.  Hasiingaanex-  fraud  pursued  through  all  its  artifiree;  and 

act  accoum  of  all  the  bribee  that  he  had  receir-  therefers,  as  h  has  been  the  most  painfisl  work 

ed ;  and  painting  to  him)  in  colours  as  strong  at  to  us  to  unravel  fraud  and  pre?arication,so  there 

least  as  those  I  use,  his  bribefy,  his  frauds,  and  is  nothing  that  more  calls  (or  the  attention,  the 

pectthitions ;  and,  what  does  them  great  honour  patience,  the  vigilance,  and  the  scrutiny  of  as 

ftr  that  moment,  they  particulariy  direct  that  exact  court  of  justice.  But  as  you  have  already 

(be  money,  which  was  taken  from  the  nabob  had  almost  the  whole  of  the  man,  do  not  thidk 

of  Oude,  shouM  be  carried  to  his  account  it  too  muoh  to  bear  tiie  rest  in  this  letter  finom 

These  paragraphs  were  prepared  by  the  Cheltenham.     It  is  dated  Chdtenham,  Uth 

eOmmittee  of  correspondence,  and  as  I  under-  ef  July  1785,  addressed  to  WiHiam  Devaynes, 

stand,  approved  by  the  court  of  dhectors,  but  Eeq^  ;*    and  it  begins  thus:  "  Sh*,  The  ho* 

Aever  were  sent  oM  to  India.     However,  noorable  court  of  directors,  in  their  general 

something  was  sent,  but  miserably  weak  and  letter  to  Bengal,  by  the  Surprme,  dated  the 

Ihrae  of  its  kind ;  and  Mr.  Hastings  never  16th  of  March  1784,  were  pleased  to  express 

tnswerad  it,  or  gave  them  any  explanation  their  desire,  that  I  should  inform  them  of  the 

whatever.    He  now  being  prepared  for  his  periods  whra  each  sum  of  the  presents  meop 

departnre  from  Cakotta,  and  having  finished  tioned  m  my  address  of  the  SSid  May  17^ 

all  his  other  busitiess,  went  up  to  Oude  upon  a  was  recrived;    what  were  my  motives  for 

chase,  in  which  just  now  we  cannot  follow  him.  withhoMing  the   several    reeeipta  from  the 

He  returned  m  great  disgust  to  Oalcutta,  and  Imowledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of  di- 

icon  after  set  sati  for  England,  without  ever  recton ;  and  what  were  my  reasons  for  taking 

giving  the  directors  one  word  of  the  explanatioDi  bonds  for  part  of  these  sums,  and  for  paying 

#hich  he  had  so  often  promised,  and  they  had  other  sums  into  the  treasury  as  deposits,  on 

repeated^  asked.  my  own  account."    I  wish  your  iordrikips  to 

We  have  dow  got  Mr.  Haetinga  in  Enj^Mid)  pause  a  moment.    Here  is  a  letter  written  ia 

irhete  you  will  suppose  some  satisflictory  ao-  July  1785 ;  you  see  that  from  die  S9th  6f  De- 

eount  of  all  these  matters  would  be  obuihed  cember  1^,  till  that  time,  during  which  in- 

from  him.    Oue  would  suppose,  that  on  his  terval,  though  convinced  mhis  own  conscience, 

arrival  in  London,  he  would  have  been  a  little  and  though  he  had  declared  his  own  opintoa, 

quidcened  by  a  menace,  as  he  expresses  it,  of  the  necessity  of  giving  a  M  explanation  of 

which  had  been  thrown  out  against  him  in  the  these  money  transactions,  he  had  been  hnpoe- 

Houee  of  Commons,  that  an  inquiry  wouU  be  ing  upon  the  directors  folse  and  prevaricating 

made  into  his  conduct;  and  the  dkeOtoM,  ap-  accounts  of  them,  they  were  never  able  to  ob>. 

pirehensife  of  the  same  thing,  thought  it  good  tain  a  full  disclosure  from  him. 

f(M&j  to  insinuate  to  him  by  a  letter,  written  He  goes  on.    "  I  have  been  kindly  apprised 

by  whom  and  how  we  do  not  know,  diat  he  that  ^   information  required  as  shove,  is 

ought  to  give  some  exptanation  of  these  a<S  jret  expected  from  me.    I  iiope  that  the  eir- 

eoUhts.    This  produced  a  letter,  whi<^  I  b«-  6nmstancesofmypastsituatioi^whenoonsidep» 

lleve  in  the  business  of  the  whole  worki  can-  ed,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  having  thos  long 

not  be  paralleled ;  not  even  himself  could  be  withheld  it.    The  Act  is,  that  I  was  not  at 

his  paralld  in  this.    Never  did  inventive  folly,  the   presidency  when  die  Surprize  arrived ; 

working  Upon  conscious  guilt,  and  throwing  and  when  I  returned  to  it,  my  dme  and  atte»> 

eadi  other  totally  ill  eonfriaion,  ever  produce  tion  were  so  entirely  engtroesed,  to  the  day  of 

Mch  a  false,  fraudulent,  prevaricating  letter  fity  final  departure  from  it,  by  a  variety  of 

as  this,  which  is  now  to  be  given  to  you.  olfier  more  important  occupations,  of  which, 

You  have  seen  him  at  F^tna,  at  Caieutta,  sir,  I  may  safely  appeal  to  your  testiaoony, 

in  the  coumry,  on  the  Ganges ;  now  you  see  grounded  on  the  large  portion  contributed  by 

him  at  the  waters  at  Chehenham ;  and  you  will  myself  of  the  volumes  which  eompoee  our 

Ahd  his  letter  from  that  place  to  comprehend  suh&tions  of  that  period." 
the  substance  of  all  his  former  letters,  and  to 

1M  a  digest  of  ail  the  fUsity,  fraud,  and  noo*  e  See  this  letter  In  the  Appendix. 
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TnMO coMwtiitaoW}  wj  lofQB)  to  WDidi  06  iB^ OUT ■pprebmM oihn ooMlict) in bnn^faig 
•Itpeaki,  form  matMr  of  one  of  the  charges,  Ihem  to  the  credit  of  the  company,  yet  we  irniit 
that  the  CoamonB  have  broofht  agaiwt  Mr.  eonfess  the  atatement  of  ihnae  traiwactioM  ap- 
HaatingB ;  munaly,  a  fraudulent  attempt  to  rain  pear*  to  in  m  many  pointa  so  unmtelUgible,  that 
certaia  persons  employed  in  subordinate  situar-  we  feel  ourtelves  under  the  necessity  of  calling 
tions  under  him,  kr  the  purpose,  by  intruding  on  tfia  goTeniotir>gmeral  for  an  explanation, 
himself  into  their  place,  of  secretly  carrying  agreeable  tohispromise,vohmtarfly  made  to  us. 
on  his  own  transactions.  These  vulutaass  of  We  tbereibre  desire  to  bo  informed  of  the  dii^ 
eonauJtalion  were  written  to  justify  th«t  act.  ferent  periods  when  each  sum  was  received,  and 
Re  next  says,  "  The  submrission,  which  my  what  were  the  goTemour>general's  motives  Cat 
respect  woidd  have  enjoined  me  to  p^  to  tlw  withboldhigthe  several  receipls  from  the  know** 
Command  imposed  on  me,  was  k>at  to  my  ra-  ledge  of  the  council  and  of  tfie  court  of  direo 
tellection  perhaps  from  the  stronger  impre#*  tois,  and  what  were  his  reasons  for  taking  bonds 
•km,  which  the  6rBl  and  distant  perusal  of  it  fiir  part  of  thesa  sums,  and  paying  other  sums 
had  left  on  my  mind,  that  it  was  rather  intended  faito  die  treasury  as  deposits  upon  his  own  ao- 
•aa  reprehension  fi>r  somtthing,  which  had  oount."  Such  is  theirdemand,  and  this  is  what 
given  ofience  in  my  report  of  the  ori^nai  tran»>  his  memory  flvnishas  u  nothins  but  a  repre- 
•ctioB,  than  an  expression  of  any  want  of  a  heiwioo.  He  then  proceeds:  "First,  I  believa 
farther  elucidation  6f  it.'*  Permit  me  to  make  I  can  affirm  widi  certainty,  that  the  several 
A  few  remarks  upon  this  extraordinary  passage,  stmn  mentioned  in  the  account  transmitted 
A  letter  is  written  to  him,  containing  a  reptf>  with  my  letter  above-mentioned,  were  receive 
tition  of  the  request,  which  had  been  made  a  ed  at  or  within  a  very  few  days  of  the  da)es, 
fliousand  tines  before,  and  with  which  he  had  which  are  affixed  to  them  in  the  aooount. 
is  oAen  promised  to  comply.  And  here  he  '  But  as  this  contains  only  tfie  gross  sums,  and 
says,  "  it  was  lost  to  my  recollection."  OIh  eadh  of  dieae  was  received  in  difibrunt  pay- 
terte  his  memory ;  he  can  forget  the  command,  ments,  though  at  no  great  distance  of  time,  I 
tet  he  has  an  obscure  recollection  that  ha  cannot  therefore  assign  a  great  degree  of  aoe»> 
thought  it  a  reprehension  rather  than  a  de*  racy  to  dm  account."  Tour  lorddiipa  see, 
mand !  Now  a  reprehension  is  a  stronger  thai  after  all  he  declares  he  cannot  make  hit 
fnode  of  demand.  When  I  aay  to  a  servant,  haoonnt  accurate ;  be  further  adds,  "  Perhapa 
Why  have  you  itot  given  me  the  account,  thehonourablecourtwiU  judge  this  sufficient," 
Which  I  have  so  oflou  asked  for  ?  is  he  to  tfiat  is,  this  explanation,  namely,  that  he  can 
answer,  The  reason  I  have  nd  given  it,  ii  give  none,  '*  for  any  purpose,  to  which  their 
because  I  thought  you  were  railing  at  and  bquiry  was  directed ;  but,  if  it  should  not  be 
abusing  me  ?  He  goes  on,  "  I  will  now  en-  so,  I  will  beg  leave  to  refer,  for  a  more  minute 
deavour  to  reply  to  tfie  different  questions,  information,  and  for  the  means  of  making  any 
which  have  been  stated  to  me,  in  as  explicit  investigaticm,  which  they  may  think  it  proper 
a  manner  as  I  am  able ;  to  such  informatico  to  direct  respecting  the  pairticulars  of  this 
as  I  can  give,  the  honourable  Court  is  foUy  trantfunion,  to  Mr.  Larkins,  your  accountant- 
entitled  ;  and  where  that  shall  pr^e  defective,  geneml,  who  was  privy  to  every  process  of  it, 
I  will  point  out  the  only  means,  by  whidi  it  and  possessed,  as  I  believe,  the  original  paper, 
may  be  rendered  more  complete."  In  order  which  contained  the  only  account,  that  I  ever 
tfiat  your  lordships  may  thoroughly  enter  into  kept  of  it'* 

the  spirit  of  this  letter,  I  must  request  that  Here  is  a  iftan,  Who  of  his  bribe  aocounto 

you  will  observe,  how  handsomely  ajid  kindly  caanot  give  an  account  in  the  country  where 

these  toots  of  directors  have  expressed  them-  they  are  carried  on.    When  you  call  upon 

selves  to  him ;  and  that  even  their  baseness  him  in  Bensal,  he  cannot  give  the  account, 

hnd  subserviency  to  him  were  not  able  to  because  he  is  in  Bengal :  when  he  comes  to 

draw  from  him  any  thing,  that  couk)  be  satis-  England,  he  cannot  give  the  account  here, 

foctory  to  his  enemies ;  for  as  to  these  his  because    his  accounte  are  left  in  Bengal, 

friends,  he  cares  but  little  about  satisfying  Again,  he  keeps  no  accounts  himself,  but  hia 

them,  though  they  call  upon  him  in  conse*  accounts  are  in  Bengal,  in  the  hands  of  som^ 

quence  of  his  own  promise ;  and  this  he  calls  body  else ;  to  him  be  refers,  and  we  shall  see 

a  reprehension.    They  thus  express  them-  what  that  reference  produced.  "  In  this,  each 

selves :  "  Although  ft  is  not  our  intention  to  receipt  was,  as  I  recollect,  specifical}y  inserted, 

express  any  doubt  of  the  integrity  of  the  go-  with  the  name  of  the  person,  by  whom  it  was 

vemour-general ;  on  the  contrary,  after  having  made ;  and  I  thall  write  to  him  to  desire,  that 

leceived  the  presents,  we  cannot  avoid  ezprear  ha  will  fivtaish  you  with  the  paper  ilselfj  if  it  ia 
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gtill  in  being,  and  in  his  hands,  or  with  whit-  Quixote  did  those  sentences  of  bven  in  r> 

ever  he  can  distinctly  recollect  coocemin^  it."  mance  writers,  of  which,  he  said,  it  made  hut 

Here  are  accounts  kept  for  the  company,  and  run  mad  to  attempt  to  disoorer  the  meaning ; 

yet  he  does  not  know,  whether  they  are  in.  the  inference  is,  Why  do  you  call  upon  me  ht 

existence  any  where.    "  For  my  motives  for  accounts  now,  three  years  after  the  time,  when 

withholding  the  several  receipts  from  the  know-  I  coukl  not  give  you  them  ?    I  cannot  give 

ledge  of  the  council,  or  of  the  court  of  direc-  them  you  ;  and,  as  to  the  papers  relating  to 

tors,  and  for  taking  bonds  ibr  part  of  these  them,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  exbt:  and 

sums,  and  paying  others  into  the  treasury  as  if  they  do,  perhaps  you  may  learn  smnething 

deposits  Oil  my  own  account,  I  have  generally  from  them;  perhaps  you  may  not:  I  will 

accounted  in  my  lettler  to  the  honourable  the  write  to  Mr.  Larkins  for  those  papers,  if  yoa 

court  of  directors,  of  the  22d  of  May  1782 ;  please.    Now,  comparing  this  with  his  odwr 

namely,  that  I  either  chose  to  conceal  the  first  accounts,   you   will  see  what  a  monstroos 

receipts  from  public  curiosity,  by  receiving  scheme  he  has  laid  of  fraud  and  oooeealment 

bonds  for  the  amount,  or  possibly  acted  without  to  cover  his  peculation.    He  tells  them,  "I 

any  studied  desigp,  which  ray  memory,  at  that  have  said,  that  the  three  first  sums  of  the  ae- 

distance  of  time,  could  verify  ;  and  that  I  did  count  were  paid  into  the  company's  treasury, 

not  think  it  worth  my  care  to  observe  the  same  without  passing  through  my  hands.   The  se- 

means  with  the  rest.    It  will  not  be  expected,  cond  of  these  was  forced  into  notice  by  its 

that  I  should  be  able  to  give  a  more  correct  ex-  destination  and  application  to  the  expense  of 

planation  of  my  intentions,  after  a  lapse  of  three  a  detachment,  which  was  formed  and  empkiy* 

years,  having  declared  at  the  time  that  many  ed  against  Mahdajee  Scindia,  under  the  com* 

particulars  had   escaped  my  remembrance :  mand  of  Lieulenant-C<donel   Camac,  as  I 

neither  shaQ  I  attempt  to  add  more  than  the  particularly  apprized  the  court  of  directors 

clearer  affirmation  of  the  facts  implied  in  that  in  my  letter  of  the  S9th  December  1780." 

report  of  them,  and  such  inferences  as  necee-  He  does  not  yet  tell  the  directors,  from  whom 

sarily  or  with  a  strong  probability  follow  them."  ha  received  it ;  we  have  found  it  oat  by  other 

Tou  have  heard  of  that  oriental  Jlgur$,  collateral    means.     "  Too  other  two  were 

called,  in  the  banyan  hungoage,  %paindu;  in  certainly  not  intended,  when  I  received  them, 

English,  a  screw ;  it  is  a  puzzled  and  studied  to  be  made  public,  tliough  intended  for  public 

involution  of  a  period,  framed  in  order  to  pre-  service,   and  actually  applied   to  it.     The 

vent  the  discovery  of  truth,  and  the  detection  ol  exigencies  of  i^Temment  were  at  that  time 

fraud;  and  surely  it  cannot  bo  better  exemplified  my  own,  and  every  pressure  upon  it  rested 

than  in  this  sentence :  "  Neither  shall  I  at-  with  its  full  weight  upon  my  mind.    Wher»* 

tempt  to  add  more  than  the  clearer  affirmation  ever  I  could  find  allowable  means  of  ndieving 

of  the  facts  implied  in  that  report  of  them,  and  those  wants,  I  eagerly  seized  them."    AOowa- 

such  inferences  as  necessarily  or  with  a  strong  ble  means  of  receiving  bribes  I  for  such  I  dall 

probability  follow  them."    Observe,  that  he  prove  them  to  be  in  the  paiticolar  instances, 

says,  not  factt  ttededf  but  faeU  implied  in  the  "  But  neither  could  it  occur  to  me  aa  neees- 

Ttiport — and  of  what  was  this  to  be  a  report  ?  sary  to  state  on  our  proceedings  every  little 

Of  things,  which  the  directors  declared  they  aid,  that  I  could  thus  procure,  nor  do  I  know 

did  not  understand ;  and  then  the  inferences,  how  I  could  have  stated  it,  without  appearing 

which  are  to  follow  these  implied  facts  are  to  to  court  favour  by  an  ostentation,  which  I 

follow  them — ^But  how  ?    Wiik  a  atrmg  pro'  disdained,  nor  without  the  chance  of  exciting 

babilify.    If  you  have  a  mind  to  study  this  the  jealousy  of  my  colleagues  by  the  constroo* 

oriental  figure  of  rhetoric,  the  pmiche  here,  tive  assertion  of  a  separate  and  unparticipat- 

it  is  for  you  in  its  most  complete  perfection,  ed  merit,  derived  from  the  influence  of  my 

No  rhetorician  ever  save  an  example  of  any  station,  to  which  they  might  have  had  an 

figure  of  oratory,  that  can  match  this.    But  let  equal  claim.*' 

us  endeavour  to  unravel  tlie  whole  passage.        Now  we  see,  that,  after  hammering  his  brains 

First,  he  states,  that  in  May  1782,  he  lutd  for  many  years,  he  does  find  out  his  motive, 

forgotten  his  motives  for  falsifying  the  com-  which  he  could  not  verify  at  the  time ;  namely, 

pan/s  accounts  ;  but  ho  affirms  the  &cts  con-  that  if  he  let  his  colleagues  know  th^  be  was 

taiited  in   the  report,  and  afterwards,  very  receiving  bribes,  and  gaining  the  glory  of  re- 

rationally,  draws  such   inferences  as  neces-  ceiving  them,  they  might  take  it  into  their 

sarily  or  with  a  strong  probability  follow  them,  heads  likewise  to  have  their  share  in  the  same 

And,  if  I  understand  it  at  alt,  which,  God  glory,as  they  were  joined  in  the  same  coromis- 

knows,  I  no  more  pretend  to  do,  than  Don  sion,  enjoyed  the  same  powers,  and  were  subject 
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to  the  lamo  refltrictions.  It  wu  indeed  louida-  here  ha  comes  before  you,  avowing,  thtt  he 
lous  in  Mr.  HiBiiugi,  not  behftving  like  a  good  knew  the  practice  of  taking  monej  from  theaa 
fair  colleague  in  office,  not  to  \tt  them  know  people  was  a  thing  dishonourable  in  itself, 
that  he  was  going  on  in  this  career  of  receiv-  "  I  shouU  hare  deemed  it  particularly  disho* 
iag  bribes,  and  to  deprive  them  of  their  share  nourable  to  receive,  for  mj  own  use,  money 
in  the  glory  of  it;  but  they  were  grovelling  tendered  by  men  ofa  certain  class,  from  whom 
ereatures,  who   thought  that  keeping  clean  I  had  interdicted  the  receipt  of  presents  to  my 
hands  was  some  virtue.    Well,  but  you  have  inferiours,  and  bound  them,  by  oadi,  not  to 
applied  some  of  these  bribes  to  your  own  be-  receive  them."    He  held  it  particularly  dis- 
nefit ;  why  did  you  gire  no  account  of  those  honourable  to  receive  them :  he  had  bound 
bribes  ?    I  did  not,  he  says,  because  it  mi|^t  others  by  an  oath  not  to  receive  them :  but  he 
have  excited  the  envy  of  my  colleagues.    To  received  them  himself,  and  why  does  he  con- 
be  sure,  if  he  was  receiving  bribes  for  his  own  ceal  it  ?  why ;  because,  lays  he,  if  the  suspi- 
beoefit,  and  they  not  receiving  such  bribes,  and  cion  came  upon  me,  the  dishonour  would  &11 
if  tliey  had  a  liking  to  that  kind  of  traffic,  it  is  upon  my  pate.    Why  did  he,  by  an  oath,  bind 
a  good  ground  of  eovy,  that  a  matter,  which  his  inferiours  not  to  take  these  bribes  ?  Why, 
oi;^t  to  be  in  common  among  them,  should  be  because  it  was  base  and  dishonourable  so  to 
confined  to  Mr.  Hastings,  and  he  therefore  did  do ;  and  because  it  would  be  muchievous  and 
well  to  conceal  it ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  ruinous  to  the  company's  affairs  to  siifier  them 
we  suppose  him  to  have  taken  them,  as  he  pre*  to  take  bribes.    Why  then  did  he  take  them 
tends,  for  the  company's  use,  in  order  not  to  himself?    It  was  ten  limes  more  ruinous,  that 
excite  a  jealousy  in  his  colleagues  for  being  he,  who  waa  at  the  head  of  the  company's  go- 
leA  out  of  this  meritorious  service,  to  which  vemment,  and  had  bound  up  others  so  strictly, 
they  had  an  equal  claim,  he  did  well  to  take  should  practise  the  same  himself;  and,  there- 
bonds  for  «(4iat  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  com-  foro,  says  he,  **  I  was  more  than  ordinarily 
pany's  accounts.  These  are  reasons  applicable  cautious."    What  1    To  avoid  it  ?    No ;  to 
tohiscolleagues,  who  sat  with  him  at  the  same  cany  it  on  in  so  dandeatine  and  private  a 
board :  Mr.  Macpherson,  Mr.  Stables,  Mr.  manner,  as  might  secure  roe  from  the  suspi- 
Wlieler,  General  Glavering,  Colonel  Monson,  cion  of  that,  which  I  know  to  be  detestable, 
and  Mr.  Francis :  he  was  afiuid  of  exciting  and  bound  others  up  from  practising, 
their  envy  or  their  jealousy.    You  will  next  We  shall  prove,  that  the  kind  of  men,  from 
see  another  reason,  and  an  exthtordinary  one  whom  he  interdicted  his  committee  to  receive 
it  is,  which  he  gives  for  concealing  these  bribes  bribes,  were  the  identical  men  from  whom  he 
from  his  inferiimrs.  received  them  himself.    If  it  was  good  for 
But  I  must  first  tell  your  kndships,  what,  till  him,  it  was  good  for  them,  to  be  permitted 
the  proof  is  brought  before  you,  you  will  take  these  means  of  extorting ;  and,  if  it  ought  at 
on  credit— indeed  it  is  on  his  credit— that  all  to  be  practised,  they  ought  to  be  admitted 
when  he  formed  the  committee  of  revenue,  to  extort  for  the  good  of  the  company.    Rajah 
he  bound  them  by  a  solemn  oath,  "  not,  under  Nobkissen  was  one  of  the  men,  from  whom 
any  name  or  pretence  whatever,  to  take  from  he  interdicted  them  to  receive  bribes,  and 
any  zemindar,  former,  person  concerned  in  from  whom  he  received  a  bribe  for  his  own 
the  revenue,  or  any  odier,  any  gift,  gratuity,  use.    Bui  he  says,  he  concealed  it  from  them, 
allowance,  or  reward  whatever,  or  any  thing  because  he  though  great  mischief  might  hap- 
beyond  their  salary ;"  and  this  is  the  oath  to  pen  even  from  their  suspicion  of  it,  and  lest 
which  be  alludes.  Now  his  reason  for  conceal-  they  should  thereby  be  inclined  themselves  to 
ing  his  bribes  from  his  inferiours,  this  commit-  practise  it,  and  to  break  their  oath, 
tee,  under  these  fa^  and  fraudulent  bonds,  he  Tou  take  it  then  for  granted,  that  he  really 
states  thuB :  "  I  should  have  deemed  it  parti-  concealed  it  fix>m  them :  No  such  thing ;  his . 
cularly  dishonourable  to  receive  for  my  own  principal  confidant  in  receiving  these  bribes 
UK,  money  tendered  by  a  certain  class,  from  was  Mr.  CroAes,  who  was  a  principal  person 
whom'I  had  interdicted  the  receipt  of  presents  in  this  board  <^  revenue,'  and  whom  he  had 
to  my  inferiours,  and  bound  them,  by  oath,  made  to  swear  not  to  take  bribes :  he  is  tho 
not  to  receive  them  :  I  was  therefore  more  confidant,  and  the  very  receiver,  as  we  shall 
than  ordinarily  cautious  to  avoid  the  snspi-  prove  to  your  lordships.   What  will  your  lord- 
cioD  of  it,  which  would  scarcely  have  failed  io  ships  think  of  his  aflirming,  and  averring  a 
light  upon  me,  had  I  suffered  the  money  to  be  direct  falsehood,  that  he  did  it  to  conceal  it 
brought  to  my  own  house,  or  that  of  any  p«p>  from  these  men,  when  one  of  them  was  his 
son  known  to  be  in  trust  for  me."    My  lords,  principal  confidant  and  agent  in  the  traxts- 
VoL.  lU.— SO 
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Mtioo  ?    What  win  jmi  think  of  hi/  boiag  we  what  it  ia.    "  Although  I  wn  tniy  pMw 

BBora  than  ordiaarily  cauUoiM  to  avoid  the  tuadecl,  thai  theie  were  aiy  keciimema  ui  the 

•lapicioii  of  it  ?    He  oueht  to  ha?e  avoided  occaaioo,  yet  I  will  not  affirm  tha'  th^y  went, 

the  crine,  and  the  siMpicion  would  take  care  Tjiough  I  feel  their  imprMiioQ  aa  the  reauuna 

ofitieir.    <*For  these  reaaoiw,"  he  aaya,  *<I  of  a  seriea  of  thoughts  retained  on  ay  ma- 

•aused  it  to  tw  trauported  innnedialely  to  noryi  I  am  not  certain  that  they  may  not  have 

the  treasoiy.    There  I  well  knew,  biTi  it  been  produced  by  rabaequent  reflection  on 

eould  not  be  received,  without  being  pasaed  the  principal  &ct,  combining  with  it  the  pro* 

10  aome  orediti  and  this  could  only  be  done  bable  molivea  of  it    Of  tUa  I  am  oertaiat 

by  entering  it  aa  a  loan,  or  aa  a  deponu  that  it  was  my  design  originally  to  haae  ooa* 

The  first  was  the  least  liable  to  reflection ;  oealed  the  receipt  ^  all  the  sumsi  except  the 

and  therefi>re  I  had  obviously  recourse  to  it.  second,  even  from  the  knowledge  of  die  ooart 

Why  the  second  sun  was  mtended  as  a  d^  of  directora.    They  had  answered  my  ynrpem 

poait,  I  am  atterly  ignorant.    Possibly  it  was  of  public  utility,  and  I  had  almost  dJBMiiswd 

done  without  any  ^lecial  direction  from  me  ;  them  from  my  remembrance."  My  lords,  yon 

possiUy  because  it  was  the  sin^tlest  mode  of  will  observe  in  this  most  astonishing  mnrantf 

entry,  and  therefore  preferred,  as  the  tramao*  which  he  givea  here,  that  aeveral  of  these  sobs 

tion  itaelf  did  not  require  concealment,  having  be  meant  lo  conceal  for  ever,  even  from  the 

been  already  avowed."    My  lords,  in  fact,  knowledge  of  the  directors.  Look  back  to  hii 

aveiy  word  of  this  is  either  false  or  ground-  letter  of  2Sd  May  1782,  and  hia  letter  of  the 

less :  it  is  completsly  follacious  in  every  part.  16tb  of  December,  and  in  Hiem  he  teBs  joq. 

The  fint  sum,  he  says,  was  entered  as  a  loan ;  Uiat  he  might  have  concealed  them,  but  thM 

the  aeoond  as  a  deposit.    Why  was  this  done?  he  was  resolved  not  to  conceal  them:  thM 

Because,  when  you  eater  Bfioneya  of  this  kind,  ho  thought  it  highly  dishonourable  ao  to  do ; 

yon  muat  eater  them  under  some  name,  some  that  his  conscience  would  have  been 


head  ofaccount;  and  I  entered  them,  be  says,    if  he  had  done  it;  and  that  he  was  afraid 
mder  these,  because  otherwise  there  was  no     it  would  be  thought,  that  this 


entering  them  at  all    Is  this  true  ?    Will  he    brought  from  him  in  consequence  of  the  par- 
atiek  to  this?    I  shall  desire  to  know  from    liamentaiy  inquiries.  Here,  he  aaya  of  a  dia- 


his  learned  council,  some  time  or  other,  who-  oovery,  which  he  values  himself  upon 
ther  that  is  a  point  he  will  take  inue  upon,  voluntarily,  that  he  is  afraid  it  shouU  be  at 
Your  kirdships  will  see  there  were  other  bribes  tributed  to  ariae  from  motives  of  fear.  Now, 
of  his,  which  he  brought  under  a  regular  ofl>>  at  last,  be  tells  you,  from  Cheltenham,  at  a 
cial  head,  namely,  (hirWcAor^et;  and  there  is  time  when  he  had  just  cause  lo  dread  ihs 
no  reaaon  why  he  sbould  not  have  brought  strict  account,  to  which  he  is  called  this  day, 
these  under  the  same  head.  Therefore  what  firat,  that  he  cannot  tell  whether  any  one  m» 
he  says,  that  there  is  no  other  way  of  entering  tive,  which  he  assigns,  either  u  this  letter 
them  but  as  loans  and  deposits,  is  not  true,  or  in  the  former,  were  his  real  motive  or  not ; 
He  next  says,  that  in  the  second  stmi  there  that  ho  does  not  know,  whether  he  hae  not 
was  no  reason  for  concealment,  because  it  invmted  them  since,  in  consequence  of  a  train 
was  avowed:  but  that  false  dq)osit  was  aa  of  meditation,  upon  what  he  mi^t  have  dona^ 
mudi  concealment  as  the  false  kian,  for  he  or  might  have  said ;  and,  lastly,  he  aaya,  eon- 
entered  that  money  as  his  own ;  whereas  when  trary  to  all  hb  former  dedarations,  *^  that  he 
he  had  a  mind  lo  cany  any  mon^  to  the  com-  had  never  meant  nor  could  give  the  directoia 
pany^s  account,  he  knew  how  to  do  it,  for  he  the  least  notice  of  them  at  all,  as  they  had 
nad  been  accuBtomad  to  enter  it  under  a  answered  his  purpose,  and  he  had  diamissed 
general  name,  caQed  durbar  diarges;  a  name,  them  from  his  remembrance."  I  intended,  he 
which,  in  its  extent  «i  least,  was  very  much  says,  always  to  keep  them  secret,  though  I  have 
hts  own  invention,  and  whidi,  as  he  gives  no  dedared  to  you  solemnly,  over  and  over  again, 
Locount  of  those  charges,  ia  as  largo  and  suflB-  that  I  did  not.  I  do  not  care  how  you  disco* 
cient  to  cover  any  fraudulent  expenditure  in  vered  them ;  I  have  forgotten  them  ;  I  have 
the  account,  as,  one  wouU  think,  any  person  dismissed  them  from  my  remembrance.  Is 
could  wish.  You  see  him,  then,  first  guetsing  this  the  way,  in  wfaidi  money  is  to  be  re- 
one  thin^  then  another ;  first  giving  this  reason,  ceived  and  accounted  for  ? 
then  another:  at  laat,  however,  be  Beenu  to  He  then  proceeds  thus:  **  But  when  Aitnna 
be  satisfied  that  he  has  hit  upon  the  true  reaF>  threw  a  sum  of  money  in  my  way,  of  a  rAitn^ 
fon  of  his  conduct.  tude  which  could  not  be  concealed,  and  the 
Now  let  us  opea  the  next  paragraph,  and  peculiar  delicacy  of  my  situation  at  the 
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1  reeaired  it,  made  me  more  circumspect  of  naticB  ipHiatever  ef  U»  racde  ef  ieooqntinf 

appearanees ;  I  cImm  to  appriM  my  emplojera  for  it  ?    No ;  and  here,  at  bat,  after  eo  many 

of  it,  which  1  did  faaat^  and  generally :  ha»>  yeari'  iiti^tioa,  he  if  called  to  aoreunt  for  hie 

tUy,  perfaape,  to  preveot  the  vigilanoe  and  prevaricating  fclie  accounts  in  Caiculta,  and 

activity  of  Mcret  calunny ;  and  generally,  be>  cannot  giv«  thmm  to  you. 

cause  I  knew  not  the  eiact  amount,  of  which  Hia  rzptanatioa  of  hia  eondHct  retative  to 


I  wme  in  the  receipt,  hot  not  in  the  iiiU  poena-  the  bonda,  now  only  remaine  for  your  iord- 

moB.    I  promised  to  acquaint  them  with  the  ships*  eoosideratioB.    Before  ho  left  Calcutta 

rasnlt  as  soon  as  I  should  be  in  posaeseinn  of  in  July  1784,  be  saya,  when  he  was  going 

it ;  and,  in  the  performanoe  of  my  p/oiaiae,  upon  a  serrioe,  vdiich  he  thought  a  eorvioe  of 


I  thought  it  oonsistent  with  it  to  add  to  the    danger,  he  indoieed  the  false  bonds,  which  he 
all  the  former  appropristioas  ef  the    had  taken  irom  the  company,  dedaring  them 


kind;  my  good  genius  llisn  suageitlng  to  be  none  of  his.     You  will  obsenre,  that 

to  DM,  with  a  spirit  of  eaaliott,  whin  might  theee  bonds  had  been  in  his  hands  from  the 

kare  apared  me  the  trouble  of  thia  andogy,  ninth  or  fifteenth  of  January  (I  am  not  quite 

had  I  imiversally  attended  to  it,  that  it  I  had  aure  of  the  aiact  dale)  to  the  day  when  he 


■nppraaeed  them,  and  ihey  were  sfterwaMlc    went  upon  this  service,  some  time  in  the 
known,  I  mig^t  be  asked,  what  were  nsy  mo*    month  of  July  1784.     This  service  he  had 


tivan  for  wilhheUing  a  part  of  these  reoeipla  formerly  declared  he  did  not  apprehend  to  be 

frona  the  knowledge  of  the  court  of  directors,  a  service  of  danger :  but  he  found  it  to  be  so 

and  iaforming  them  of  the  rest,  it  being  my  after :  it  was  in  anticipation  of  that  danger, 

wish  to  dear  up  every  donbt."    I  am  ahnoot  that  lie  made  this  attestation  and  certificate 

to  remark  upon  the  teigivenations,  upon  the  bends.    But  who  eter  saw  them  1 


and   prevaricatioos,  perpstuany  riaging  the  Mr.  Larkins  saw  them,says  he :  I  save  them 

changee  m  this  declaration.    He  would  not  to  Mr.  Larkins. .  We  will  show  you  hereafteri 

have  diseoveced  this  hundred  thousand  pound%  that  Mr.  Larkins  deserves  no  credit  in  this 

if  he  ooukt  have  conesaled  it :  be  would  have  businees  ;  that  honour  binds  him  not  to  dis- 


it,  lest  mdieious  penons  should  corer  the  secrets  of  Mr.  liastuags.  But  why 
ho  telling  tales  of  it.  He  has  a  system  of  eon-  did  he  not  delivei;  them  up  entirely,  when  he 
cealuMnt ;  he  never  dieoovers  any  thing,  but  was  going  upon  that  aervice  7  for  all  pretence 
when  he  think*  it  can  be  forced  from  him.  of  concealment  in  the  business  was  now  at  an 
He  aaya,  indeed,  I  oeald  conceal  these  things  end,  as  we  shall  prove.  Why  did  he  not  can- 
fiir  ever,  but  my  conscienne  would  not  give  me  cd  these  bonds  1  why  keep  them  at  all  ?  why 
leave  :  but  it  it  guik,  and  not  hoaeety  of  con-  not  enter  truly  the  sute  of  the  account  in  the 
■oienee,  that  always  prompa  him.  At  one  oomptoy's  records.  But  I  indorsed  them,  he 
time  it  is  the  maJico  of  people  and  the  fear  says:  Did  you  deliver  them  so  indorsed  into 
ef  misrepresentacion,  which  induced  him  to  the  treasury  ?  No,  I  delivered  them  indorsed 
amke  the  disdosure ;  and  he  values  hunadf  into  the  hands  of  my  bribe-broker  and  agent. 
an  the  precmitioa,  which  this  fear  had  sug-  But  why  not  destroy  thcni  or  give  them  up  to 
gested  to  him.  At  another  time  it  is  tlie  mag-  the  company,  and  say  you  wore  paid,  which 
nitude  of  the  sum^  which  produced  this  effect :  woukl  have  been  the  only  truth  in  this  (ransac* 
aothifig  but  the  impossibility  of  conceding  it  tion?  Why  did  you  not  indorse  them  before  ? 
eould  poanbly  have  made  him  discover  it.  why  not  during  the  long  period  of  so  many 
This  hundred  thousand  pounds  he  declares  years,  cancel  Uieni  ?  No,  he  kept  them  to 
he  would  have  conceded,  if  he  oouU,  and  yet  the  very  day  when  he  was  going  from  Cdcutta, 
he  vdues  hiamelf  upon  tlie  discovery  of  it.  and  had  made  a  dedaration,  that  they  were 
Oh,  my  kiids,  I  am  afraid  that  sums  of  much  not  hts.  Never  before,  upon  any  account, 
greater  magnitude  have  not  been  discovered  had  they  appeared ;  and  though  the  committee 
at  all.  Tour  lordships  now  see  some  of  the  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  eleventh  re- 
artifices  of  this  letter.  You  see  the  variety  port,  had  remarked  upon  all  these  scanddous 
of  siylee  he  adopts,  and  how  he  turns  himself  proceedings  and  prevarications,  yet  he  was  not 
into  every  shape,  and  every  form.  But  after  stimulated,  even  then,  to  give  up  these  bonds, 
att,  do  you  find  any  clear  discovery  ?  do  you  He  held  them  in  his  hands,  till  the  time  when 
find  any  satis&ctory  answer  to  the  directors'  he  was  preparing  for  his  departure  fi-om  Cal- 
letter  ?  doea  he  once  tdl  you  from  whom  he  eutta,  in  spite  of  the  directors,  in  spite  of  the 
received  the  money  7  does  he  tell  you  for  parliament,  in  spite  of  the  orieir  of  his  own 
what  he  received  it  7  what  the  circtmistances  conscience,  in  a  matter,  which  was  now  grown 
•f  the  peiaons  giviag  it  were,  or  any  explar  public,  and  would  knock  doubly  upon  his  re> 
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patstion  and  oondileL    He  then  declarw,  they 

ara  not  Tor  hie  own  nee,  but  for  the  company's  TRIA  X»— T  H  U  R  S  D  A  T, 

aenrice.      Bat  were  they  then  cancelled  ?  I  j^^y  71),  \i^, 

do  not  find  a  trace  of  their  being  canceUed. 

In  thii  letter  of  the  17th  of  January  1786,  he  (Mr.  BimKS.) 

■ays,  "  With  regard  to  these  bonds  :  the  ibt-  ' 

lowing  sums  were  paid  into  the  treasuiy,  and        Mt  Lords,— When  I  had  the  bonoor  bat 

bonds  granted  for  the  same,  in  the  name  of  to  address  you  from  this  place,  I  endeavoored 

the  govemour-general,  in  whose  possession  the  to  press  this  position  upon  your  minds,  and  ta 

bonds  remam,  with  a  declaration  upon  each,  fertify  it  by  the  example  of  the  proceedings  off 

indorsed,  and  signed  by  him,  that  he  has  no  Mr.  Hastuigs,  that  obscurity  aiid  inaccuracies 

claim  on  the  company  for  the  amount  either  of  in  a  matter  of  account  constituted  a  just  pre- 

priocipal  or  interest,  no  part  of  the  latter  bay-  sumption  of  fraud.    I  showed,  from  his  own 

ing  been  received.**  letters,  that  his  accounts  were  confused  and  in- 

To  the  account  of  the  twenty-second  ofMay,  accurate.  I  am  ready,  my  lords,  to  admit,  that 
of  the  indorsement,  is  added  the  dedaration  there  are  situations,  in  which  a  minister,  it 
upon  oath.  But  why  any  man  need  to  declare  high  office,  may  use  conceahnent ;  it  may  ba 
t^>on  oath,  that  the  money,  which  he  has  fraud*  his  duty  to  use  concealment  from  the  enemieaof 
ulenlly  taken  and  concealed  from  another  per-  his  masters ;  it  may  be  prudent  to  use  Mwtc^al- 
son,  is  not  his,  is  the  most  extraordinary  thing  ment  from  his  inferiours  in  the  serriee.  It  will 
in  the  world :  If  he  had  a  mind  to  hare  it  plac-  always  be  suspicious  to  use  coooealment  fitim 
ed  to  his  credit  as  his  own,  then  an  oath  would  his  colleagues,  andco-ordinatea  in  office.  But 
be  necessary :  but,  in  this  case,  any  one  would  when,  in  a  money  transaction,  any  man  oses 
believe  him  upon  his  word.  He  comes,  how-  concealment  with  regard  to  them  to  whom  the 
ever,  and  says,  This  is  indorsed  upon  oath,  money  belongs,  he  is  guilty  of  a  fraud.  My 
oath!  before  what  magistrate?  in  whose  poa-  lords,  I  have  shown  you,  that  Mr.  WiMi>i|igt 
session  were  the  bonds  ?  were  they  given  up  ?  kept  no  account,  by  his  own  confomioa,  of  Iha 
There  is  no  trace  of  that  upon  the  record,  and  moneys,  that  he  had  privately  taken,  as  be  pro- 
it  stands  for  him  to  prove,  that  they  were  ev«  tends,  for  the  company's  service,  and  we  hava 
given  up,  and  in  any  hands  but  Mr.  Larkins's  but  too  much  reason  to  presume,  for  his  own. 
and  his  own.  So  here  are  the  bonds,  began  in  We  have  shown  you,  my  lords,  that  he  has  not 
obscurity  and  ending  in  obscurity,  ashes  to  only  no  accounts,  but  no  memory :  we  have 
ashes,  dust  to  dust,  corruption  to  corruption,  shown,  that  he  doea  not  even  understand  hit 
and  fiiiud  to  fraud.  This  is  aD  we  see  of  these  own  motives ;  that,  when  called  upon  to  nseol- 
bonds,  till  Mr.  Larkins,  to  whom  he  writes  some  lect  them,  he  begs  to  guess  at  them ;  and  that 
letter  concerning  them,  which  does  not  appear,  as  his  memory  is  to  be  supplied  by  his  guessi 
is  called  to  read  a  fimeral  sermon  over  them.  so  he  has  no  confidence  io  his  guesses.    He 

My  lords,  I  am  come  now  near  the  period  of  at  first  finds,  after  a  bpse  of  about  a  year  aw* 

this  class  df  Mr.  Hastings's  bribes.    I  am  a  half  or  somewhat  less,  that  he  cannot  reooleot 

little  exhausted.     There  are  many  circum-  what  his  motives   were  to  certain  actions, 

stances,  that  might  make  me  wish  not  to  delay  vi^ich  upon  the  very  face  of  them  appeared 

this  business  by  taking  up  another  day  at  your  fraudulent.    He  is  called  to  an  account  soma 

lordships'  bar,  in  order  to  go  dirough  this  long  years  after,  to  explain  what  they  were,  and  he 

intricate  scene  of  corruption.    But  my  strength  makes  a  just  reflection  upon  it  i  namely,  that 

now  fails  me.    I  hope  within  a  very  short  time,  as  his  memory  did  not  enable  him  to  find  out 

to-morrow  or  the  next  court  day,  to  finish  it,  and  his  own  motive  at  the  former  time,  it  is  not  to 

to  ^o  directly  into  evidence,  as  I  long  much  to  be  expected  that  it  would  be  clearer  a  year 

do,  to  substantiate  the  charge  ;  but  it  was  ne-  after.    Your  lordships  will,  however,  recollecl 

cessary  that  the  evidence  should  be  explained,  that  in  the  Cheltenham  letter,  which  is  mada 

Tou  have  heard  as  much  of  the  drama  as  I  ofno  perishable  stuff,  he  begins  again  to  guess; 

could  go  through ;  bear  with  my  weakness  a  but  after  he  has  guessed,  and  guessed  again, 

little.  Mr.  Larkins's  letter  will  be  the  epilogue  and  after  he  has  gone  through  sill  the  motives 

to  it.    I  have  already  incurred  the  censure  he  can  possibly  assign  for  the  action,  he  teHg 

of  the  prisoner ;  I  mean  to  increase  it  by  you,  ho  does  not  know,  whether  those  vrere 

bringing  home  to  him  the  proof  of  his  crimes,  his  real  motives,  or  whether  he  has  not  i&- 

and  to  display  them  in  all  their  force  and  tur-  vented  them  since. 

pitude.    It  is  my  duty  to  do  it ;  I  feel  it  an         In  that  situation  the  accounts  of  the  oon- 

obligation  nearest  to  my  heart.  pany  were  left,  with  r^ard  to  very  great  suia^ 
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ivkidi  paned  through  Mr.  Hastings*!  hands,  tide  bj  article,  upon  all  that  obscure  enume- 
and  for  which  he,  instead  of  giving  his  roasters  ration  of  bribes,  which  the  court  of  directors 
credit,  took  credit  lo  himself;  and,  being  their  declared  they  did  not  understand ;  but  he  de- 
debtor,  as  he  confesses  himself  to  be,  at  that  dared,  that  he  could  speak  nothing  with  regard 
'time,  took  a  security  for  that  debt,  as  if  he  had  to  any  of  these  transactions,  and  that  he  had 
been  their  creditor.    This  required  ezplana-  got  no  instructions  to  explain  any  part  of  them, 
tioo:  explanation  he  was  called  upon  for,  orer  There  was  but  one  circumstance,  which  in  the 
'and  over  again :  explanation  he  did  not  give,  course  of  his  examination  we  drew  from  him, 
and  dedared,  he  could  not  give.    He  was  namely,  that  one  of  these  articles,  entered  in 
called  upon  for  it  when  in  India  *,  he  had  not  the  account  of  the  22d  of  May,  as  a  deposit, 
leisure  to  attend  to  it  there.    He  was  called  had  been  received  from  Mr.  Hastings  as  a 
upon  for  it  when  in  Europe ;  he  then  says,  he  bribe  from  Cheit  Sing:  he  produced  an  extract 
must  send  for  it  to  India.    With  much  pr»-  of  a  letter  relative  to  it,  which  your  lordships 
▼aricalion,  and  much  insolence  too,  he  con-  in  the  courie  of  this  trisJ  may  see,  and  which 
fesses  himself  guilty  of  falsifying  the  com-  will  lead  us  into  a  further  and  more  minute 
pany*s  accounts  by  making  himself  their  ere-  inquiry  on  that  head ;  but  when  that  committee 
ditor,  when  he  was  their  debtor,  and  giving  made  their  report  in  178S,  not  one  single  ar* 
-false  accounts  of  this  fitlse  transaction.    The  tide  had  been  explained  to  {larliament,  not<xie 
court  of  directors  was  slow  to  believe  him  explained  to  the  company,  except  this  bribe  of 
guilty ;  parliament  expressed  a  strong  suspi-  Cheit  Sing,  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  never 
cion  of  his  guilt,  and  wi^ed  for  further  infer-  thought  proper  to  communicate  to  the  East^ 
nation.  Mr.  Hastings,  about  this  time,  begsji  India  Company,  either  by  himself,  nor,  as  (ar 
to  imagine  his  CfMiscience  to  be  a  faithful  and  as  we  could  find  out,  by  his  agent ;  nor  was  it 
true  monitor,  which  it  were  well  he  had  at-  at  last  otherwise  discovered,  than  as  it  was 
tended  to  upon  many  occasions,  as  it  would  drawn  out  from  him  by  a  long  examination  in 
have  saved  him  bis  appearance  here;  and  it  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  And 
told  him,  that  he  was  in  great  danger  from  the  thus,  notwithstanding  the  letters  he  had  writ- 
parliamentary  inquiries,  that  were  going  on.  ten,  and  the  agents  he  employed,  he  seemed 
It  was  now  to  be  expected,  that  he  would  have  absolutely  and  firmly  resdved  to  give  his  em- 
been  in  haste  to  fulfil  the  promise,  which  he  ployers  no  satisfaction  at  all.    What  is  curious 
had  made  in  the  Patna  letter  of  the  20th  of  in  this  proceeding  is,  that  Mr.  Hastings,  aU 
January  1782 ;  and  accordingly  we  find  that  the  time  he  conceals,  endeavours  to  gel  hinn 
about  this  time  his  first  agent,  Major  Fairfax,  self  the  credit  of  a  discovery.    Tour  lordships 
was  sent  over  to  Europe,  which  agent  entered  have  seen  what  his  discovery  is ;  but  Mr.  Huh 
himself  at  the  India  house,  and  appeared  b»-  tings,  among  his  other  very  extraordinary  ao- 
ibre  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Conunons, ,  quisiticMis,  has  found  an  effectual  method  of 
as  an   agent  expressly  sent  over  to  explain  concealment  through  discovery.  I  will  venture 
whatever  might  appear  doubtful  in  his  conduct,  to  say,  that  whatever  suspicions  there  might 
Major  Fairfax,  notwithstanding  the  character  have  been  of  Mr.  Hastings's  bribes,  there  was 
in  which  Mr.  Hastings  employed  him,  appear-  more  effectual  concealment  in  regard  to  every 
ed  to  be  but  a  letter  carrier :  he  had  nothing  circumstance  respecting  them  in  Uiat  disco- 
to  say,  he 'gave  them  no  information  in  the  very,  than  if  he  had  kept  a  total  silence. 
India  house  at  all ;  to  the  committee  (I  can  Other  means  of  discovery  mj^t  have  been 
speak  with  the  clearness  of  a  witness)  he  gave  found,  but  this  standing  in  the>way,  prevented 
us  no  satisihction  whatever.    However,  this  the  employment  of  those  means, 
agent  vanished  in  a  moment  in  order  to  make  Things  continued  in  this  state,  till  the  time 
way  for  another  more  substantial,  more  effi-  of  the  letter  from  Chehenham :  the  Chelten- 
cient  agent :  an  agent  perfectly  known  in  this  ham  letter  declared,  that  Mr.  Hastings  knew 
country.    An  agent  known  by  the  name  given  nothing  of  the  matter :  that  he  had  brought 
to  him  by  Mr.  Hastings,  who  like  the  princes  with  him  no  accounts,  to  England,  upon  thd 
of  the  East  gives  titles;  he  calls  him  an  m-  subject;   and  though  it  appears  by  thu  very 
comparable  agent ;  and  by  that  name  he  is  very  letter,  that  he  had  with  him  at  Cheltenham 
well  known  to  your  lordships,  and  the  world,  (if  he  wrote  the  letter  at  Chehenham)  a  great 
Thfs  agent,  Major  Scott,  who,  I  believe,  was  deal  of  his  other  correspondence :  that  he  had 
here  prior  to  the  time  of  Major  Fairfax's  his  letter  of  the  tfd  of  May  with  him,  yet  any 
arrival,  m  the  character  of  an  agent,  and  for  account,  that  couH  elucidate  that  letter,  he  de- 
the  very  same  purposes,  was  called  before  the  clared  that  he  had  not:  but  he  hinted,  that  a 
eommittee,  and  examined  point  by  point,  ai^  Mr   Larkina  in  India,  whom  your  lordsbipt 
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wiQ  be  bettar  R>^tniiiitf^l  witli,  waa  perfectlj  cooteiencei  ind  all  hit  aoeounti,  did,  at  laali 
apprized  of  »i.'.  liut  (ruB^ciuiu.     Your  lord-  in  compliance  with  Mr.  Hastinga'a  desire, 
ahips  will  v'^arvt:,  iJbat  Mr.  Hutinga  has  all  think  proper  to  aend  an  account.    Then  at 
bis  facuitir«,  lome  way  or  other,  in  depoeit;  last,  we  aaay  expect  light.    Where  are  we  to 
one  peraon  cut  speak  to  bia  inotirc? ;  another  look  fiir  acoounta  but  from  an  accouotanl-ge* 
knows  his  fortune  better  than  himself ;  in  othera  neral  ?  Where  are  they  to  bo  met  with,  unlesa 
he  commita  liie  seniimental  parts  ofhis  dofrooe;  from  him  ?  and,  accordingly,  in  that  nigbt  of 
to  Mr.  Ladune  he  commits  his  memory.    We  perpteiity,  into  which  Mr.  Hastings's  oone- 
ahall  see  what  a  trustee  of  memory  Mrl  Lar^  spondence  had  plunged  them,  men  looked  up  to 
kins  is,  and  how  far  ho  answers  the  purpose,  tho  dawning  of  the  day,  which  waa  to  follow 
which  might  be  expected  when  appealed  to  by  that  suir ;  the  little  Lucifer,  which,  with  his 
a  man,  who  has  no  memory  himself,  or  who  lamp,  waa  lo  dispel  the  ahadea  of  night,  and 
has  left  it  on  the  other  side  of  the  water ;  and  gtTe  ua  aome  sort  of  light  into  this  dark  mya- 
wbo  leaTes  it  to  another  to  explain  for  him  ao-  terioiia  transaction.    At  last,  the  little  laiiip 
counta,  which  he  ought  to  have  kept  himself,  appeared,  and  waa  laid  on  the  table  of  tlw 
Ijadcircumatancea,  which  ought  to  be  depoaiied  House  of  Commons,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
in  his  own  memory.  Hastings's  frieoil ;  for  we  did  not  know  of  itti 
This  Cheltenham  letter,  I  believe,  origi-  arrival.    It  arrive*,  with  all  the  intelligence, 
nally  became  known,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  to  all  the  memory,  accuracy,  and  deamesa,  which 
the  House  of  Commons,  upon  a  motion  of  Mr.  Mr.  Larkins  can  fumiah  for  Mr.  Haatingii 
Haatingp's  own  agent:  Ido not  like  to  be  poe»*  upon  a  businesa,  that,  before,  was  nothing  but 
tive  upon  that  point ;  but,  I  think,  that  waa  the  mystery  and  confusion.    The  account  ia  called 
first  appearance  of  it.    It  appeared  likewise  in  "  C<»y  of  the  particulara  of  the  dates,  on 
public ;  for,  it  waa  thought  so  extraordinary  which  the  component  parta  of  sundry  soma  in* 
and  laborioua  a  performance,  by  the  writer,  or  chided  in  the  account  of  sums  received  on  tht 
bis  friends,  as  indeed  it  is,  that  it  might  serve  account  of  the  honourable  coritpany  by  the  go> 
to  open  a  new  aource  of  eloquence  in  the  king-  vemour-general,  or  paid  to  tbiir  treaauzy  by  his 
dom;  and,  oooaequenlly,  was  printed,  I  bo*  order,  and  applied  to  thf.ix  service,  when  re- 
lieve, at  the  desire  of  the  parties  themselves,  ceived  for  Mr.  Hastings,  and  paid  to  wb-treao 
But,  however  it  became  known,  it  raised  an  aurer.''    The  letter  frwn  Mr.  Laikins  consist* 
extreme  curiosity  in  the  puUic  to  hear,  when  ed  of  two  parts ;  first,  what  was  ao  much 
Mr.  Hastings  could  say  rtothing,  after  so  many  wanted,  an  account ;  next,  what  waa  wanted 
Tears,  of  his  own  concerns  and  hia  own  afiaira,  most  of  all  to  such  an  aooouni  as  he  aent,  a 
what  satisfaction  Mr.  Larkins,  at  last,  would  comment  and  explanation.    The  account  con- 
give  concerning  them.    This  letter  was  direct*  sisted  of  two  members ;  one  gave  an  account 
ed  to  Mr.  Devaynes,  chairman  of  the  court  of  several  detached  bribes,  that  Mr.  Hastingf 
of  directors.     It  does  not  appear,  that  the  had  received  within  the  course  of  about  a 
court  of  directors  wrote  any  thing  to  India  ia  year  and  a  half;  and,  the  other,  of  a  great 
consequence  of  it,  or  that  they  directed  this  bribe,  which  he  had  received  in  one  gross  sum 
satis&ctory  account  of  the  business  should  be  of  100,0001  firom  the  nabob  of  Dude.    It  ap* 
given  them ;  but  aoroe  private  oommunicationa  pcared  to  us,  upon  looking  mto  these  accountSi 
passed  between  Mr.  Hastings,  or  hia  agents,  that  there  was  some  geography,  a  little  bad 
and  Mr.  Larkins.    There  was  a  general  ex-  chronology,  but  nothing  elae  in  the  first;  oei* 
pectaiion  upon  ftiis  occasion,  I  bdicve,  ia  the.  ther  the  persons,  who  took  the  money,  nor  tha 
House  of  Commons,  and  m  tiie  nation  at  Urges,  persons,  from  whom  it  was  taken, nor  the  enda, 
to  know  what  would  become  of  the  portentous  for  which  it  was  given,  nor  any  other  circum- 
ioquiry.    Mr.  Hastings  has  always  contrived  stances,  are  mentioned, 
to  have  half  the  globe  between  question  and  ^      The  first  thing  we  saw  was  fiiniigtpon,    I 
answer ;  when  he  was  in  India,  the  question  believe  you  know  this  piece  of  geographyi 
went  to  him,  and  tlion  be  adjourned  bis  an*  that  it  is  one  of  the  provinces  of  the  kingdom 
ewer  till  he  came  to  England;  and,  when  he  of  Bengal.    We  then  have  a  long  seriea  of 
came  to  England,  it  was  necessary  his  answer  months,  with  a  number  of  sums  addod  to  them ; 
shouU  arrive  from  India ;  so  that  there  is  no  and  in  the  end,  it  is  said,  that  on  the  18th  and 
manner  of  doubt,  that  aU  time  was  given  for  19th  c£  Assin,  meaning  port  of  September  and 
digesting,  comparing,  collating,  awl  making  part  of  October,  were  paid  to  Mr.  Croftes,  two 
t^  a  perfect  memory  upon  the  occasion.   But,  locks  of  rupees ;  and  then  remauca  one  lock, 
my  lords,  Mr.  Larkins,  who  has  in  custody  which  was  taken  from  a  sum  of  three  lacks  six 
Mr.  Hastings's  memory,  no  smaU  pactef  his  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-three  rap^ 
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After  w«  had  waited  for  Mr.  HtsUngt'towB  AmimJ^,  whea  ]roa  are  baiting  to  get  At  soom 

accouQt ;  aAer  it  had  been  pursued  through  a  eiphmatien  of  the  proceedings  mcnlioned  ia 

series  of  correspoodenoe  in  vain ;  after  his  the  letter  of  the  month  of  May  179S,  joa  r^ 

agents  had  come  to  England  to  explain  it,  tliia  oetre  here,  by  Mr.  Larkina's  letter,  which  if 

is  (he  explanation  that  your  lordships  have  got  dated  tho  5th  of  August  1T86,  this  aeeount ; 

of  this  first  article,  Dinagepora;  not  the  penon  which,  to  be  gure,  gives  an  amaring  light  into 

paid  to,  not  the  person  paying,  are  mentioned,  this  business :  it  is  a  letter,  for  which  U  waa 

nor  any  other  circumstance,  except  the  signa-  worth  sending  to  Bengal,  worth  waiting  for 

ture,  G.  O.  S. ;  this  might  serve  for  George  with  all  that  anziotts  expectation,  with  which 

Gilbtrt  Sanderty  or  any  other  name  you  please:  men  wait  for  great  events.    Upon  the  foce  of 

and  seeing  Crofts  above  it,  yoa  might  ima-  the  account  there  ia  not  one  sin^e  word,  which 

gine  it  was  an  Englishman :  and  this,  which  can  (end  to  illustrate  the  matter :  He  sums  op 

I  call  a  geographical  and  a  chronological  ao-  the  i^ole,  and  makes  out,  that  there  waa  ro- . 

count,  is  the  only  account  we  have.  Mr.Lai^  ceived  five  lacks  and  60,000  rupees ;  that  ia  to 

kins,  upon  the  mere  face  of  the  account,  sadly  aay,  £itt,000  out  of  the  sum  of  nine  lads 

disappointa  us ;  and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  and  50,000  engaged  to  be  paki — namely 
in  malteni  of  account  Bengal  book-keeping  is        Prom  Dinagepora         -       -       4fl0fl00 
u  remote  from  good  book-keeping,  as  the        From  Nudi&a    -        •        «  l^MXOOO 

Bengal  paineha  are  remote  from  all  the  rules        And  iiom  Patna       ^       «       .    4,00,000 
of  good  composition.  ■ 

We  have  however  got  some  light ;  namely,  9,50,000 

that  one  G.  G.  S.  tns  paid  some  money  to  .........^ 

Mr.   Croftes  for   some  purpose;   but,  from  Or  £.05,000 

whom,  we  know  not,  nor  where :  that  there  is  ■ 

a  place  called  Diaagepore,  and  that  Mr.  Haa-  Now  yoa  have  got  ftiU  light !  CabeoUat  sig- 

tings  received  some  money  from  somebody  in  nifies  a  contract,  or  an  agreement;  and  thb 

Dinagepore.  agreement  was  to  pay  Mr.  Hastings,  aa  oao 

The  next  article  is  Patna.    Year  lofdships  ahouU  think,  certain  sums  of  money ;  it  does 

are  not  so  ill  acquainted  with  the  geography  not  say  from  whom,  but  only  that  audi  a  sum 

of  India,  as  not  to  know,  that  there  is  such  a  of  money  was  paki,  and  that  tliore  remains  audi 

place  as  Pofno,  nor  so  ill  acquainted  with  the  a  balance.    When  you  come  and  compare  the 

chronology  of  it,  as  not  to  know,  that  there  money  received  by  Mr.  CroAes  with  these  ca* 

^  are  three  months  called  Bysaek,  Assin,  Cheit.  booleats,  you  find  that  the  cabodeats  amount 

Here  was  paid  to  Mr.  Croftes  two  lacks  of  to   £.95,000,  and  that  the  receipt  has  been 

rupees,  and  there  was  left  a  balance  of  about  about  £.55,000,  and  that  upon  the  ikce  of  this 

two  more.  account,  thero  is  £.40,000 somewhere  or  other 

But,  though  you  learn,  with  regard  to  the  unaccounted  for.  There  never  waa  such  a 
province  of  Dinagepore,  that  there  is  a  bar  mode  of  account  keeping,  except  in  the  new 
lance  to  be  discharged  by  G.  G.  S. ;  yet,  with  aystem  of  this  bribe  exchequer, 
regard  to  Patna,  we  have  not  even  a  G.  G.  Tour  lordships  will  now  see,  from  this  himi- 
8.;  we  have  no  sort  of  light  whatever  to  know  nous,  satisfkctory,  and  clear  account,  whioh 
through  whose  hands  the  money  passed,  nor  auy  could  come  from  no  other  than  a  great  account- 
glimpse  of  light  whatever  respecting  it.  Tou  ant  and  a  great  financier,  establishing  some 
may  expect  to  be  made  amends  in  the  other  new  system  of  finance,  and  recommending  it 
province,  called  Nuddea,  whero  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  woHd  as  superior  to  those  dd-fashioned 
had  received  a  considerablo  sum  of  money;  foolish  establishments,  the  exchequer  and  bank 
there  is  tho  very  same  dafkness ;  not  a  word  of  England,  what  U{^ta  are  reoeived  fiom  Mr. 
from  whom  received,  by  vrhom  received,  or  Hastings. 

any  other  circumstance,  but  that  it  was  paid        However,  it  does  ao  happen,  that  from  these 

into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hastings's  white  bm^  obscure  hinta  we  have  been  able  to  institute 

yon,  as  he  was  commonly  called  in  that  country,  examinationa,  which  have  discovered  such  a 

into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Croftla,  who  is  his  mass  of  fraud,  guik,  corruption,  and  opprea- 

white  ajrent  in  receiving  bribes;  for  he  was  sion,  aa  probably  never  before  existed  sinte 

fery  far  from  havhig  but  one.  tlie  beginning  of  the  world:  and  in  that  daik 

After  all  this  inquiry,  after  so  many  severe  ness,  we  h(^  and  trust,  the  diligence  and  zeal 

animadversions  from  the  House  of  Commons,  of  the  House  of  Commons  wiU  find  light  saf> 

after  all  those  reiterated  letters  from  the  direo-  ficient  to  make  a  full  discovery  of  his  base 

torn,  after  an  application  to  Mr.  Hastings  crimes.    We  hope  and  trust,  that  after  all  his 
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ooneoalroent*,  and,  though,  he  appear  reaolred  and  immutable  rales  of  moralityi  and  aplMaiB 

to  die  in  the  laat  dyke  of  prerarication,  all  his  in  its  substance  alien  to  them,  dian^  its  n*- 

mrtifices  will  not  be  able  to  secure  him  from  ture,and  insteadof  justifying  a  breach  of  duty, 

the  siege,  which  the  diligence  of  the  House  of  aggravates  all  its  mischi^  to  an  almost  infinin 

Commons  has  laid  to  his  oorraptions.  degree ;  by  the  apparent  lustre  of  the  sur^ce, 

Your  lordships  will  remark  in  a  paragraph,  it  hides  from  you  the  baseness  and  deformity 
which,  though  it  stands  last,  is  the  6rst  in  prin-  of  the  ground :  here  is  Mr.  Hastings's  agent, 
ciple,  in  Mr.  Larkins's  letter,  that,  baring  Mr.  Larkins,  the  company's  general  account- 
before  given  his  comment,  he  perorates,  as  is  ant,  prefera  his  attachment  to  Mr.  Hastings, 
natural,  upon  such  an  occasion.  Thisperora-  to  his  duty  to  the  company.  Instead  of  the  a^ 
tion,  as  is  usual  in  perorations,  is  in  favour  of  count,  which  he  ought  to  give  to  them,  in  coa- 
'the  parties  speaking  it,  an  ad  eaneUiaHdmm  sequence  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  ho  thinki 
wtdkorem.     "  Conscious,  (he  says)  that  the  himself  bound  by  honour  to  Mr.  Hastings,  if 
concern,  which  I  have  had  Id  these  tr ansae-  Mr.  Hastings  had  not  called  for  ihaJt  exidaW 
tions,  needs  neither  an  apology  nor  an  ex-  tion,  not  to  have  given  it ;  so  that  whatever 
cuse ;— that  is  rather  extraordinary  too! — and  obecurity  is  in  this  explanation,  it  ^  because 
that  I  have  in  no  action  of  my  life  sacrificed  Mr.  Hastings  did  not  authorize  or  require  him 
the  duty  and  fidelity  which  I  owed  to  my  ho-  to  give  a  clearer :  Here  is  a  principle  of  trea- 
nourable  employera,  either  to  the  regard,  which  cherons  fidelity ;  of  perfidious  honour ;  of  the 
I  felt  (or  another,  or  to  the  advancement  of  my  faith  of  conspiratora  against  their  mastera ;  the 
own  fortune,  I  shall  conclude  this  address,  faith  of  robbera  against  the  public,  heU  up, 
firmly  relying  upon  the  candour  of  those,  be-  against  the  duty  of  an  officer  in  a  public  situa- 
(on  whom  it  may  be  submitted,  for  its  being  tion.    Ton  see,  how  they  are  bound  to  one 
deemed  a  satis&ctory  as  well  as  a  cireumstan-  another,  and  how  they  give  their  fidelity  to 
tial  compliance  with  the  requisition,  in  C(»h  keep  the  secrets  of  one  another,  to  prevcn* 
formity  to  which  tlie  information  it  affords  has  the  directore  having  a  true  knowledge  of  their 
been  fivnuhed ;"  meaning,  as  your  lordships  affairs ;  and,  I  am  sure,  if  you  do  not  destroy 
will  see  in  the  whole  course  of  the  letter,  tluit  this  honour  of  oonspiraiore,  and  this  faith  6i 
he  had  written  it  in  compliance  with  the  re-  robbers,  that  there  will  be  no  other  honour  and 
quisiiion,  and  in  conformity  to  the  information  no  other  fidelity  among  the  servants  in  India, 
he  had  been  fiirni^ed  with  by  Mr.  Hastings;—  Mr.  Larkins,  your  lordships  see,  adheres  to 
'*  without  which  it  would  have  been  as  base  as  the  principle  of  secrecy ;  you  will  next  remaik, 
dishonourable  for  me  spontaneously  to  Jiave  aP*  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  as  many  bribe-factoia 
forded  it ;  for  though  the  duty,  whidi  every  man  as  bribes ;  there  was  confidence  to  be  reposed 
owes  to  himself,  should  render  him  incapable  in  each  of  them,  and  not  one  of  these  men  ap- 
of  making  an  assertion  not  strictly  true,  no  peara  to  be  in  the  confidence  of  another.    Tou 
man,  actuated  either  by  virtuous  or  honour-  will  find,  in-  this  letter,  the  policy,  the  frame, 
able  sentiments,  could  mistakenly  apprehend,  and  constitution  of  this  new  exchequer.    Mr. 
that  unless  he  betrayed  the  confidence  reposed  Croflesseems  to  have  known  things,  which  Mr. 
in  him  by  another,  he  might  be  deemed  defi-  Larkins  did  not :  Mr.  Larkins  knew  things, 
cient  in  fideliiy  to  hii  employera."  which  Gunga  Govin  Sing  did  not.    Gunga 

My  lords,  here  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  dis-  Govin  Sing  knew  things,  which  none  of  the 

covery  very  well  worthy  your  lordships'  atten-  rest  of  the  confederates  knew.   Cantoo  Baboo, 

tion ;  here  is  the  aocountant>general  of  the  who  appeara  in  this  letter  as  a  principal  actor, 

company,  who  declares,  and  fixes  it,  as  a  point  was  in  a  secret,  which  Mr.  Larkins  did  not 

of  honour,  that  he  would  notfiave  made  a  dis-  know.    It  appears,  likewise,  that  there  was  a 

eovery  so  important  to  them,  if  Mr.  Hastings  Persian  moooshee  in  a  secret,  of  which  Cantoo 

himself  had  not  authorized  him  to  make  it :  a  Baboo  was  ignorant ;  and  it  appears,  that  Mr. 

Coint  to  which  he  considera  himself  bound,  by  Palmer  was  in  the  secret  of  a  transaction,  not 

is  honour,  to  adhere.    Let  us  see,  what  \m~  faitnisted  to  any  of  the  rest.    Such  is  the 

comes  of  us,  when  the  principle  of  honour  is  labyrinth  of  this  practical  paindu^  or  screw, 

so  debauched  and  perverted.    A  principle  of  that  if,  for  instance,  you  were  endeavouring  to 

honour,  as  long  as  it  is  connected  with  virtue,  trace  backwards  some  transaction   tluough 

adds  no  small  efficacy  to  ifci  operation,  and  Major  Palmer,  you  would  be  stopped  there ; 

DO  small  brilliancy  and  lustre  to  its  appear-  and  must  go  bauck  again,  for  it  had  begun  with 

ance ;  but  honour,  the  moment  that  it  becomes  Cantoo  Baboo.    If  in  another  you  were  !o 

unconnected  with  the>  duties  of  official  funo>  penetrate  into  the  recess  of  the  black  breast  of 

lion,  with  the  reUitions  of  life,  and  the  eternal  Canto  Baboo,  you  couU  not  go  further  \  for  il 
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huguk  with  Gtmga  Qofm  Sing.    If  joa  pierce  army,  unless  he  htd  obtained  some  soeh  supplyi 

the  breast  oTGhinga  GSovin  Sing,  you  are  again  as  that  which  he  afterwards,  vis.  on  the  8Sd 

stopped;  a  Persian  moonshee  was  the  0006-  May  178S,  made  known  to  me,  when  I  im- 

dential   agent.    If  you  get  beyond  this,  you  mediatdy  suggested  to  him  the  necnsity  of 

find  Mr.  Larlcins  knew  something,  whidi  the  his  transmitting  that  account,  which  aocom- 

others  did  not ;  and  at  last,  you  find,  Mr.  panied  his  letter  of  thu  date,  till  when  the 

Hastings  did  not  put  entire  confidence  in  any  promise  contained  in  his  letter  of  20th  January 

of  them.    You  wiU  see,  by  this  letter,  that  he  had  entirely  escaped  hia  recollection.'' 

kept  his  accounts  in  all  colours,  bladi,  white,  The  first  thing  I  would  remark  on  this,  and 

and  mezzotinto :  that  he  kept  them  in  all  Ian-  I  believe  your  lordships  have  rather  gone 

guages ;   in  Persian,  in  Bengallee,  and  in  a  before  me  in  the  remark,  is,  that  Mr.  Ua»- 

language,  which,  I  believe,  is  neither  Persian,  tings  came  down  U>  Cdcutta  on  the  5th  of  Fe* 

nor  Bengallee,  nor  any  other  known  m  the  brvwry,  that  then,  or  a  few  days  aAer,  he  calls 

worid ;  but  a  language,  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  to  him  his  confidential  and  faithful  friend,  (not 

fiwnd  it  proper  to  keep  his  accounts  and  to  his  official  secretary,  (or  he  trusted  none  of 

transact  hisJbusiness.    The  persons  carrying  his  regular  secretaries  with  these  transao* 

OQ  the  accounts  are,  Mr.  Larkins,  an  English-  tions,)  he  calb  him  to  help  him  to  make  out 

uan,  Gantoo  Baboo,  a  Grentoo,  aiid  a  Persian  his  accounts  during  his  absence.    Tou  wouM 

moonshee,  probably  a  Mahomedan.    So  all  imagine,  that  at  that  time,  he  trusted  this  man 

languages,   aU  religions,  all  descriptions  of  with  his  account :  no  such  thing ;  he  goes  oa 

men,  are  to  keep  the  account  of  these  bribes,  with  the  aooountant-general,  aocounting  with 

and  to  make  out  tbb  valuable  account,  which  him  for  uKHiey  ezpemM,  without  ever  explain* 

Mr.  Larkins  gave  you !  ing  to  that  accountant-general  how  that  money 

Let  us   now   see,  how  far  the  memory,  came  into  his  hands.    Here,  then,  we  have 

observation,  and  knowledge  of  the  persons  the  accountant  making  out  the  account,  and 

referred  to,  can  supply  the  want  of  them  in  the  person  aocounting ;  the  accountant  does 

Bifr.  Hastings.    These  accounts  Qome  at  last,  not  in  any  manner  make  an  objection,  and 

though  late,  firom  Mr.  Laii(.in8,  who  I  wiU  say,  Hero  you  are  giving  me  an  account,  by 

▼enture  to  say,  let  the  banyans  boast  what  which  it  appeara,  that  you  have  expended 

they  will,  has  skill  perhaps  equal  to  the  best  money,  but  yon  have  not  toU  me,  where  yon 

of  them :  he  begins  by  explaining  to  you  some-  received  it :  how  shall  I  make  out  a  &ir  ao> 

thing  concerning  the  present  of  the  t«i  lacks,  count  of  debtor  and  creditor,  between  you 

I  wish  your  lordships  alwayv  to  take  Mr.  Has-  and  the  ccunpai^  ?    He  does  no  such  thing, 

tinga^s  word,  where   it  can  be  had,  or  Mr.  There  lies  a  suspicion  in  his  breast,  that  Mr. 

Larkins's,  who  was  the  representative  of,  and  Hastings  must  have  taken  some  m<xiey,  in 

memory  keeper  to,  Mr.  Hastings ;  and,  then,  some  irregular  way,  or  he  ooukl  not  have  mada 

I  may  perhaps  take  the  liberty  of  making  some  those  payments.    Mr.  Larkins  begins  to  sua- 

obeervations  upon  it. — "  Extract  of  a  letter  pect  him.  <*  Where  did  you  lose  this  bodkin?" 

bom  William  Larkins,  accountant-general  of  (said  one  lady  to  another  upaa  a  certain  oo> 

Bengal,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Eastr India  casion:)  "  Pray,  madam,  where  did  you  find 

Company,  dated  5ih  August  1786.    Mr.  Has-  it  ?"    Mr.  Hastings,  at  the  very  moment  of 

tings  relumed  fit>m  Benares  to  Calcutta  on  the  his  life  when  confidence  was  required,  even 

6th  February  17S2 :  at  that  time  wholly  igno-  when  making  up  his  aoooonts  with  his  ai^ 

rant  of  the  letter,  which  on  the  20th  January  he  oountant,  never  told  him  one  word  of  the  mat^ 

wrote  from  Patna,  to  the  secret  committee  of  tor.    Tou  see  he  h§d  no  confidence  in  Mr. 

the  honourable  the  court  of  directors :  The  Larkins ;  this  makes  out  one  of  the  proposi* 

rough  draft  of  this  letter,  in  the  handwriting  tions  I  want  to  impress  upon  your  lordships 

of  Major  Palmer,  is  now  in  my  possession,  minds,  that  no  one  man  did  he  let  into  every 

Soon  after  his  arrivd  at  the  presidency,  he  re-  part  of  his  transactions ;  a  material  circuoH 

quested  me  to  form  the  account  of  his  receipts  stance,  which  will  help  to  lead  your  lordships* 

and  disbursements,  which  you  will  find  jour-  judgment  in  forming  your  opinion  upon  many 

nalixed  in  the  280ih,  he.  and  S07th  pages  of  parts  of  this  cause. 

the  honourable  company's  general  books  of  the  Tou  see,  that  Mr.  Laiicins  suspected  him  t 

year  1781*2.  My  official  situation  as  account-  probably  in  consequence  of  those  suspicionsi 

ant-general,  had    previously  convinced  me,  or  from  some  other  cause,  he  at  last  told  him 

that  Mr.  Hastings  could  not  have  made  the  upon  the  SSd  of  May  1782 ;  (but  why  at  diat 

issues,  which  were  acknowledged  as  received  time,  rather  than  at  any  other  time,  does  not 

from  him,  by  some  of  the  imymasters  of  the  appear ;  and  this  we  shall  find  very  difficaU 

X 
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iDlMftmoaaledibr;)  lietoldhuD,thatlMiMd  wttrMrdiiiAry  aoooaat  it  givM  of  iu    W«l, 
rMeived  a  brib«  from  thm  nabob  oT  OaAe,  of  what  b  to  b«  dona  ia  racfa  cifcuMrtaaewt 
£.100,000 :  ba  mfonns  him  of  thia  on  tha  Ha  aenda  for  a  penoo,  whoaa  naroa  joo  hava 
tSd  of  Maj,  whichi  whan  tha  aioeowita  wava  beard  and  will  ofteo  hear  of,  the  fakhfol  Camoa 
making  op,  ha  copcaab  fram  him:  and  ha  Baboo.   This  man  oomes  to  Mr.  Laridni, 
eommunicataa  to  him  tha  rough  draughta  of  and  he  raada  to  him  (be  lo  good  aa  to  reouifc 
bif  latter  to  the  eoint  of  diractoia,  infennina  the  words)  from  a  Bengal  paper,  tha  aooom* 
them,  that  this  businam  wao  not  tranmctad  of  tha  datnched  bribes.    Toar  lordshtpa  wjl 
bj  any  known  aaerataiy  of  tha  company,  nor  ofaaerre,  that  I  have  stated  the  receipt  of  a 
with  the  ittterrention  of  any  intarprelerof  tha  number  of  detached  bribes ;  and  abriba  in  one 
oompaay;&or  passed  through  any  official  cban*  great  body.    One,  tha  great  corpa  d*«raB6a( 
ael  whatever,  but  through  a  gentleman  much  die  other,  flying  scouting  bodies,  which  werft 
in  his  eoofidaneo,  his  military  sacrstary ;  and,  only  to  be  collected  together  by  a  skiUiil  maai 
as  if  receiving  bribes,  and  raoeiving  lettert  vrho  knew  bow  to  manage  ibem,  and  regnkia 
eoncarning  tbam,  and  carryii^  on  correspond-  the  motions  of  those  wUd  and  disorderly  troopik 
aoca  relative  to  them,  was  a  part  of  military  When  No.  t  was  to  be  azpiauied,  Caaioa 
duty,  tha  rough  drau^  of  tfaia  letter  was  in  BtJbtoo  failed  him ;  ha  was  not  worth  a  fartbiag 
the  hands  of  this  military  aecratary.     Upon  aa  to  any  transaction  that  happened  when  Mr* 
the  commimication  of  the  letter,  it  rushes  all  Hastings  was  in  the  upper  provinces ;  where) 
at  anoe  into  the  mind  of  Mr.  Larkina,  who  though  he  was  his  faiUifiil  and  constant  attend- 
knows  Mr.  Hastings's  lacoBaction,  who  knows  ant  through  the  whole,  yst  he  coaM  give  no 
what  doea,  and  what  doea  not  escape  it,  and  account  of  it.    Mr.  Hastings's  moonahee  than 
who  had  a  memory  ready  to  explode  at  Mr.  reads  three  lines  from  a  paper  to  Mr.  Larkiaa. 
Hastings's  doaira :  **  Good  God !  (says  he)  Now,  it  is  no  way  even  insinuated,  that  both 
you  have  promised  the  directors  an  account  of  tha  Bengal  and  Persian  papen  did  not  contain 
thia  buainem !"  a  promiaa,  which  Mr.  Larkina  the  aooouat  of  other  immense  sums^  and  kn 
iaaurea  the  direetors,  upon  his  word,  had  an-  deed,  from  the  circumstance  of  only  three  linet 
tirely  escaped  Mr.  Hastings's   reooUectkm*  being  read  from  tlie  Penian  paper,  your  kwd- 
Mr.  Hastings  it  seems  had  totally  forgotten  skips  will  be  able  in  your  own  miiada  to  Sam 
the  promise  relative  to  the  paltry  sum  of  aooM  judgment  upon  this  buaineaa. 
£.100,000  which  ha  had  made  to  the  court  of  I  shall  now  proceed  with  bis  letter  of  ek« 
directors  in  the  January  before;  he  never  once  planation.    **Tbe  particubua,"  he  goes  an 
thought  of  it;  nO)  not  even  when  ha  was  tnab>  to  say,  "  of  the  paper  No.  1  were  read  id 
ing  up  hb  acoounia  of  that  my  identical  smn,  me  from  a  Bengal  paper,  by  Mr.  Hastings'i 
till  the  SSd  of  May.    So  tliat  these  persona  banyan,  Cantoo  Baboo :  and  if  I  am  not  aui* 
answer  for  another's  bad  memoiy,  and  you  taken,  the  three  first  linea  of  that  No.  %  were 
will  see  they  have  good  reason.     Mr.  Ha^  read  over  to  me,  from  a  Persian  paper,  by 
tingi's  want  of  recollection  appears  in  things  of  bb  moonshee.    The  translation  of  tbeae  par- 
some  naoment.    However  lightly  he  may  re-  ticolars,  made  by  me,  was,  as  I  verily  beliofo, 
gard  the  sum  of  £'.100,000,  which,  considering  the  first  complete  memorandum  that  he  ever 
the  enormous  sums  ha  has  received,  I  dara  possemed  of  them  in  the  Englbh  language} 
lay  he  does ;  for  he  totally  foigot  it ;  he  know  and  I  am  confidant,  that  if  I  had  not  suggesl- 
nolhing  about  it;  observe  wliat  sort  of  memory  ad  to  bim  the  necessity  of  his  taking  ikb 
thb  regbtrar  and  accountant  of  such  sums  as  precaution,  he  wouU,  at  tbb  moment,  hava 
£.100,000  has.    In  what  confusion  of  millions  been  unabb  to  have  afforded  any  such  infoi^ 
must  it  be,  that  such  sums  can  bo  lost  lo  Mr.  mation  oMicerning  them." 
Hastings's  recollection !  however,  at  lost  it  Now,  my  kirds,  if  he  had  not  got,  on  tba 
was  brought  to  his  racoUeetion,  and  he  thought  intimation  of  Mr.  Larkins,  aome  acraps  U 
that  it  was  neoessaiy  to  give  some  account  of  paper,  your  lonbhips  might  have,  at  thb  day, 
it.    And  who  b  the  accountant,  whom  ha  pro-  wanted  that  valuable  information,  which  Mr. 
diicea?    His  own  memory  is  no  accoimlant.  Larkins  has  bid  before  you.    Tbeae  bowevar 
He  had  dbmissed  the  matter  (aa  he  happily  contain,  Bdr.  Larkins  myt,  "  the  first  com- 
aipreases  it  in  the  Chelleaham  letter)  from  hb  pbte" — what  ? —account,  do  you  imagine  9 
memory.     Major  Pafaaer  b  not  the  account-  no,  "  the  first  complete  manormuhan.*'    You 
ant.    One  b  astonished  that  a  man,  who  had  would  imagine,  that  ho  would  himself,  for 
had  £.100,000  ia  hb  handa,  and  laid  it  out  aa  bis  own  use,  have  notched  down  aomewhara 
he  pretends  in  tba  ptMic  service,  has  not  a  or  other,  in  short-band,  in  Persian  characten, 
icmp  of  paper  to  show  for  it.    No  ordinary  or  short  without  voweb,  or  ia  some  other  wi^j 
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bathelndnothioiMiraveBa  fir  Hm  piupoM  o£  iMviiig  then  ia  dvk* 

laeiaorandma  of  this  buaiaeif ;  and,  oomo  ness  and  delusion.    But,  my  lords,  when  th» 

<)*i«mly,  when  he  was  at  Cheltenham,  and  accountaatngeneraldedaies,  thai,  if  the  House 

even  here  at  your  bar,  he  oould  never  have  of  Gomnooa  had  not  ezpreesed,  as  they  ought 

kad  any  aooount  of  a  sura  of  £MOfiOO,  hot  to  exprea,  much  diffidenee,  and  distiust,  ra> 

by  this  •eeottttt  of  Mr.  Laikins,  taken,  as  specting  these  transactioM,  and  even  suspect- 

pQopIs  road  them,  from  detached  pieces  of  ed  him  ofperjuiy,  this  very  day  that  man  would 

paper.  t  not  liave  produced  a  sorap  of  those  papen  to 

One  would  have  expected  that  Mr.  Laiw  you, but  mighthave  dinied  them  to  the  basest 

kins,  boiog  warned  thai  day,  and  cautioned  and  most  infamous  of  uses.    If,  I  say,  we  have 

by  the  strtage  memory  of  Mr.  Hasttngs,  saved  these  vahiaUe  fragments  by  suspecting 

•nd  the  dangerous  situation,  therdbre,  ia  his  mtegtity,  your  lordships  will  see,  suspicion 

which  he  hinaetf  stood,  would,  at  least,  have  is  of  some  use  ;and  I  hope  the  world  will  leam 

been  v«ry  guarded  and  cautions:  Hear  what  thatpunishaMBt  will beof  use  too,  in  pievent- 

he  next  says  upon  this  subject.    *'  As  net*  iag  such  transactions, 
iber  of  the  other  sums  passed  through  his        Yonr  lordships  have  seen  that  no  two  per* 

faaods,  these  (meaning  the  scraps)  contained  sons  know  any  thing  oi   these  transactions  s 

BO  such  specificalion,  and,  consequently,  could  you  see,  that  even  meamnuiduaM  of  transsf^ 

not  enable  him  to  affiird  the  inforawtion,  with  time  of  very  great  moBseat,  some  of  which 

v^iob  be  has  requested  me  to  furnish  you:  had  passed  in  the  year  1779,  were  not  even  so 

and  it  is  mors  than  probable,  that  if  iIm  affi-  miich  as  put  in  the  shape  of  coeqdete  messo- 

davits,  which  I  took  on  the  16(h  December '  landa,  until  May  17tt :  yoo  see,  that  Mr« 

I78t,  had  not  ezpossd  my  character  to  the  Hastings  never  kept  them:  and  there  is  no 

suspicion  of  my  being  capable  of  committing  reason  to  imsgiae  that  a  black  banyan  and  m^ 

one  of  the  basest  trespasses  upon  the  con-  Peisaan  moondiee  wooU  have  been  careful  of 

6dence  of  mankind,  I  shooki,  at  this  distaooe  what  Mr.  Hastings  himself,  who  dki  not  sesm 

of  time,  have  been  equally  unable  to  have  to  stimdato  his  accountants  to  a  vast  deal  of 

complied  with  this  request:  but,  after  I  be«  esactnsss  and  a  vast  deal  of  fidelity,  was  ne- 

«ame  acquainted  with  the  insiniiatioo  sug«  gligcnt.    Too  see,  that  Mr.  Lsrkins,  our  last, 

gested   in  the  eleventh  report  dt  the  select  our  only  hope,  if  he  had  not  been  soapeeted 

committee  of  the  House  of  Oomraonsi  I  thought  by  the  House  of  Ooobboos,  probably  wouki 

it  but  too  probable,  that  unless  I  was  possess*  never  have  kept  these  papers;  and  that  yoa 

ad  of  the  origii)al  meawcandum,  which  I  had  codd  not  have  had  this  valuable  cargo,  aach  as 

laade  of  these  transactions,  I  mi^t  not  at  it  is,  if  it  had  not  been  ibr  the  circunstancs 

some  distant  period  be  aUo  to  prove,  that  I  Mr.  Larkins  thinks  proper  to  mention, 
had  not  descended  *o  commit  so  base  an  ao*        From  the  specimen,  which  we  have  given 

tion.    I  have,  theroibre,  always  most  care-  of  Mr.  Hastiog^s  nuide  of  acoooats.  of  its 

IhHy  preserved  every  paper,  which  I  possesssd  voochers,  checks^  and  counter-checks,  your  lord* 

regarding  thsse  transtdions.'*  ships  will  have  observed,  that  the  mode  hself 

You  see,  that  Mr.  Hastings  had  no  memo*  is  past  describing;  and  that  the  checks,  and 
randoms  of  his  accounts;  you  see,  that  after  counter-chedu,  msMid  of  being  pat  upon  one 
Mr.  Larkins  had  mado  his  memorandums  of  another  to  prevent  abase,  are  put  upon  each 
them,  he  had  bo  design  of  guarding  or  kee|>>  other  to  preveiktdisoovery,  and  to  fortify  abuse: 
ii%  tbem ;  and  yoa  w2l  coammid  those  wick*  When  you  bear  that  one  nam  has  saaecooat  of 
ed  and  malksious  committees,  who,  by  their  receipt,  another  of  expenditure,  another  of  con- 
reports,  heve  told  an  accountant-general  and  trool,  you  say,  that  olBce  is  tvell  coastitntsd: 
firbt  pobltc  officer  of  revenue,  that,  in  order  but,  here  is  an  office  coastilutsd  by  diifereat 
to  guard  his  character  6xNn  their  sospiciomi,  persons,  without  the  sattUesl  conoezion  with 
It  was  necessary  that  he  should  keep  some  eachedies ;  for  the  only  purpose,  which  they 
paper  or  other  of  an  aceomit.  Wo  have  have  ever  answered,  is  the  purpose  of  base 
heard  cif  tho  bese,  wicked,  and  mercenary  coneeahaeat 

Kcense,  that  has  been  used  by  these  gentle-        We  shall  now  proceed  a  tittle  fiiitber  widi 

men  of  India  towards  the  House  of  Commons;  Mr.  Larkins.    The  fust  of  the  papera,  from 

a  license  to  libel  and  traduce  the  diligence  which  he  took  the  neaaonnda,  was  a  paf»er  of 

of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  purity  of  Cantoo  Baboo;  it  contained  detached  pay 

their  motives,  and  the  fidelity  of  their  ao-  aieBta,  amounting  in  the  whole,  widi  die  ca* 

tioDff,  by  fvhieh  the  very  means  of  inform-  bodeat,  or  agreement,  loaboot  £  J6,000  star* 

ing  the*  people  are  attaaipted  to  be  used  kbg,  aad  of  whieb,  it  appeaxs  that  tfaara  mm 
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reMiTed  by  Mr.  CraftM,  £M/XIOt  and  no     waa  estremalj  dioaliaBed  with  the 

Gunga  Govin  Sing  anigned  for  not  paying 


Now,  will  your  locdahipa  bo  ao  good  as  to  Mr.  Croftes  the  sums  stated  by  the  paper 
lot  it  rest  in  yoor  momoryi  what  sort  of  an  ez-  No.  1  to  be  in  his  charge,  he  never  could  ol^ 
chequer  this  is,  even  with  regard  to  its  r^  tain  from  him  any  further  payments  on  this 
coipts.  As  your  lordships  have  seen  the  oco-  account."  Mr.  Hastings  is  exceedingly  dis- 
nomy  and  oaostitotion  of  this  office,  so  now  satisfied  with  those  excuses,  and  this  is  the 
see  the  receipt.  It  appears,  that  in  the  month  f^ole  account  of  the  transaction.  This  is  the 
of  May  178S,  out  of  the  sums  beginning  to  be  only  thing  said  of  Gunga  Gorin  Sing,  in  the 
receired  in  the  month  of  Shamar,  that  is,  in  account ;  ho  neither  states  how  he  came  to  be 
July  1779,  there  was,  during  that  interral,  employed,  or  for  what  he  was  employed.  It 
£JOfi(JO  out  of  dC  .96,000  sunk  somewhere,  in  appears  however  from  the  transaction,  as  iar 
some  of  the  turnings  of  or  upon  the  gridiron,  as  we  can  make  our  way  through  this  daik- 
through  some  of  tluiaa  aguits  and  panders  of  ness,  that  he  had  actually  received  £.10^000  of 
corruption,  which  Mr.  Hastings  uses.  Here  the  money,  which  he  did  not  account  ibr,  and 
is  the  vohioUe  revenue  of  the  company,  which  that  he  pretended  that  there  waa  an  arrear  of 
is  to  9iqipfy  them  tn  their  ezigemaea,  fo^UcA  it  to  the  rest.  So  here  Mr.  Hastings's  bribe-agent 
come  from  towreu,  whidi  otherwiet  never  wmld  admits  that  he  had  received  £.10,000,  but  he 
ham  yiddei  U ;  which,  though  small  in  propor-  will  not  account  for  it ;  he  says,  There  is  an 
tion  to  the  other  revenue,  yet  is  a  diamond,  arrear  <X  another  £.10,000  ;--«nd  thus  it  ap- 
Bomething  that  by  its  value  makes  amends  for  pears  that  he  was  enabled  to  take  from  some- 
its  want  of  bulk ;  fallinf  short  by  £.40,000  out  body  at  Dinaeepore,  by  a  cabooleat,  £.40,000, 
of  £96,000.  Here  is  a  system  made  for  fiwad,  of  which  Mr.  Hastings  can  get  but  £.20,000: 
and  producing  all  the  effects  of  it.  there  is  cent,  per  cenL  loss  upon  it.  Mr.  Ha»> 

Upon  the  fiioe  of  this  account,  the  agreement  tings  was  so  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  this 

was  to  yield  to  Mr.  Hastings,  some  way  or  conduct  of  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  that  yon  wanU 

other  to  he  paid  to  Mr.  Groftes,  £.96,000,  and  imagine  a  breach  wouki  have  immediatelj  «» 

there  was  a  deficency  of  £40,000.  Would  any  sued  between  them.    I  shall  not  aniioipats 

man,  even  with  no  more  sense  than  Mr.  Has-  what  some  of  my  honourable  friends  will  knog 

tings,  who  wants  all  the  &eulties  of  the  human  before  your  brd^ips ;  but  I  tell  you,  that  no  ftr 

mind,  yttio  has  neither  memory  nor  judgment ;  from  quarrelling  with  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  or 

any  man,  who  waa  that  poor  half-idiot  creature  being  really  angry  with  him,  it  is  only  a  little 

that  Mr.  Hastings  pretends  to  be,  engage  in  pettish  love  quarrel  with  Ghinga  Govin  Sing; 

a  dealing,  that  was  to  extort  from  some  one  or  mRanttiiin  irm  amorie  wtegratio  esL  For  Gungi 

other  an  agreement  U>  pay  £.96,000,  which  was  Govin  Sing,  without  having  paid  him  one 

not  to  produce  more  than  £.65,000  ?    What,  shilling  of  this  money,  attended  him  to  the 

then,  is  beoome  of  it?    Is  it  in  the  hands  of  Ganges:  and  one  of  the  last  acts  of  Mr.  Haa- 

Mr.   Hastings's  wicked  bribe-brokers,  or  in  tingrs  government  was  to  represent  this  man, 

his  own  hands  ?  is  it  in  arrear  ?  do  you  know  who  was  unfaithful  even  to  fraud,  who  did  not 

any  thing  about  it?  whom  are  you  to  apply  to  keep  the  common  faith  of  thieves  and  robbers; 

for  information  ?  why  to  G.  G.  S.    G.  G.  S.  this  very  man  he  recommends  to  the  company 

I  find  to  be,  what  indeed  I  suspected  him  to  be,  as  a  perscm  who  ought  to  be  rewarded,  as  one 

a  person,  that  I  have  mentioned  frequently  to  of  their  best  and  most  &ilhful  servants :  and 

your  lorddiips,  and  that  you  will  often  hear  of,  how  does  he  recommend  him  to  be  rowaided  ? 

commonly  called  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  in  a  short  By  giving  him  the  estate  of  another  penon; 

word,  the  wickedeet  of  the  whole  race  of  bai»-  the  way  in  which  Mr.  Hastings  desires  to  be 

jrans :  the  consolidated  wickedness  of  the  whole  always  rewarded  himself.     For,  in  calling 

body  is  to  be  found  in  this  man.  upon  the  company's  justice,  to  give  him  soma 

Of  the  deficiency,  which  appears  in  this  money  for  exf^nses,  with  which  Im  never  charg* 

agreement  with  somebody  or  other  on  the  part  ed  them,  he  desires  them  to  assign  him  the 

of  Mr.  Hastings  through  Gunga  Grovin  Sing,  money  upon  some  person  of  the  oouoiry.    So 

you  will  expect  to  hear  some  explanation.  Of  here  Mr.  Hastings  recommends  Gtunga  Govin 

the  first  sum,  which  is  said  to  have  been  paid  Sing  not  only  to  trust,  confidence,  and  employe 

through  Gunga  Ghwin  Sing,  amounting  on  the  ment,  whuh  he  does  very  fijlly,  but  to  a  r** 

GiiMoleat  to  four  lacks,  and  of  which  no  mora  ward,  taken  out  of  the  substance  of  other  peo- 

than  two  lacks  was  actually  received;  that  is  pie.  This  is  what  Mr.  Hsslings  has  lone  with 

to  say,  half  of  it  was  suiJc :  we  have  this  me*  Gunga  Grovin  Sing ;  and  if  wch  are  ho  effects 

iBonndum  only,  *<  Although  Mr.  Hastings  of  his  anger,  wbal  must  ha  the  etfea  of  hii 
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yieaaure  and  MthfiietioD?    Now  I  nj  that  what  th«  canie  of  fiuhm  was,  jwi  aro  not 

Mr.   Hastings,  who,  in  (act,  nw  thii  man  told ;  you  only  learn  that  there  was  that  nini 

among  the  very  last  with  vriioni  he  had  any  deficient;  and  Mr.  Larking,  who  is  our  last  ro- 

oommunication  in  India,  oould  not  have  so  re-  sort,  and  final  hope  of  elucidation  in  this  tran^ 

ccMnmended  him  after  this  known  fraud,  in  one  action,  throws  not  the  smallest  glimpse  of  light 

business  only,  of  £SO,000;   he  could  not  so  opon  it. 

bare   supported  him  ;  he  could  not  so  have  We,  of  the  House  of  Commons,  hare  been 
caressed  him ;  he  could  not  so  have  employed  reduced  to  form  the  best  legitimate  conjeo- 
him ;  he  cooU  not  have  done  all  this,  unless  titfes  we  could  upon  this  business,  and  those 
he  had  paid  to  Mr.  Hastings  privately  that  conjectures  have  led  us  to  further  evidence, 
■am  of  money,  which  never  was  brought  into  which  will  enable  us  to  fix  one  of  the  most 
an/,  even  of  theee  miserable  accounts:  with-  scandalous  and  most  mischievous  bribes,  in  all 
out  some  payment  or  other,  with  which  Mr.  the  circumstances  of  it,  vfon  Mr.  Hastings, 
Hasting  was  and  ought  to  be  satisfied,  or  un-  that  was  ever  known.  If  be  extorted  £40jK0 
less  Gtuiga  Govin  Sing  had  some  dishonours-  under  pretence  of  the  company's  service,  hero 
ble  secret  to  tell  of  him,  which  he  did  not  dare  is  agafai  another  failure  of  half  the  money.  Oh, 
to  provoke  him  to  give  a  just  account  of;  or  my  lords !  you  will  find,  that  even  the  remain- 
lastly,  unless  the  original  agreement  was,  that  ii^  part  was  purdiased  with  the  loss  of  one  of 
half  or  a  third  of  the  bribe  should  go  to  Gunga  the  best  revenues  in  India,  and  with  the  griev- 
GKnrin  Sing.  ous  distress  of  a  country,  that  deserved  well 
Such  is  this  patiiotie  scheme  of  bribery,  your  protection,  instead  of  being  robbed  to  give 
this  publto-spirited  corruption,  which  Mr.  Ha*-  £JSOflOO  to  ihe  company,  and  another  £SOJ000 
tings  has  invented  upon  this  occssion,  and  by  to  some  robber  or  other,  black  or  white.  When 
which,  he  thinks,  out  of  th6  vices  of  mankind,  I  say  given  to  some  other  robber.  Mack  or 
to  draw  a  better  revenue  than  out  of  any  legal  white,  I  do  not  suppose  that  either  generosity, 
source  whatever ;  and,  therefore,  he  has  resolv-  friendship,  or  even  oommunion,Gan  exist  in  that 
ed  to  become  the  most  corrupt  of  all  gover-  country  between  white  men  and  black ;  no, 
noars-general,  in  order  to  be  the  most  useful  their  colours  are  not  more  adverse  than  their 
servant  to  the  finances  of  the  company.  characters  and  tempers.    There  is  not  that 
So  much  as  taglhe  first  aitide  of  Dinage-  idem  veUt  et  idtm  noUe:  there  are  none  of 
pore  peshcush.  AU  you  have  is,  that  G.  G.  S.  those  habits  of  life,  nothing,  that  can  bind 
b  Gunga  Govin  Sing:  that  he  has  cheated  the  men  together  even  in  the  most  ordinary  so* 
public  of  half  of  it ;  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  an-  ciety :  the  mutual  means  of  such  an  union 
gry  with  him ;  and  yet  went  away  from  Bengal,  do  not  exist  between  them.    It  is  a  money 
rewarding,  praising,  and  caressing  him.    Are  dealing,  and  a  money  dealing  only,  which  can 
these  things  to  pass  as  matters  of  course?  exist  between  them;  and  when  you  hear  that  a 
They  cannot  so  pass  with  your  kwdihips*  sa-  Uack  man  ii  favoured,  and  that  £.20,000  is 
gacity  ;  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  no  court,  pretended  to  be  left  in  his  hands,  do  not  believe 
even  of  pi»lM(2(^,  could  help  finding  him  guilty  it :  indeed,  you  cannot  believe  it ;  Cor  we  will 
open  such  a  matter,  if  such  a  court  had  to  in-  bring  evidence  to  show,  that  there  is  no  friend- 
^uire  into  it.  ship  between  these  people :  and  that  v^en  blade 
The  next  article  is  Patna.    Here,  too,  he  men  give  money  to  a  white  man,  it  is  a  bribe; 
was  to  receive  £.40,000,  but  from  whom,  this  and  that  when  money  is  given  to  a  Uack 
deponent  saith  not :  at  this  circumstance,  Mr.  man,  he  is  only  a  sharer  with  the  white  man, 
Larkins,  who  is  a  famous  deponent,  never  in  their  infamous  profits.    We  find,  howe- 
hints  once.    Tou  may  look  through  his  whole  ver,  somebody  anonymous,  with  £.20^000  lefl 
letter,  which  is  a  pretty  long  one,  and  which  in  hu  hands  ;  and  when  we  come  to  dis- 
I  wiU  save  your  lordships  the  trouble  of  hear-  cover  who  the  man  is,  and  the  final  balance, 
ing  read  at  length  now,  because  yon  will  have  which  appears  against  him  in  his  account  with 
it  before  you  when  you  come  to  the  Patna  the  company,  we  find,  that  for  this  £  J0,000 
business;  and  you  will  only  find,  that  some-  which  was  received  for  the  company,  they 
body  had  engaged  to  pay  him  •£^,000^  and  that  paid  such  a  compound  interest,  as  was  n^  • 
but  half  of  this  sum  was  received.  You  want'  ver  before   paid  for  money  advanced  :   tho 
an  explanation  of  this.  Tou  have  seen  the  kind  roost  violently  griping  usurer,  in  dealing  with 
of  explanation  given  in  the  former  case,  a  con-  the  most  extravagant  heir,  never  made  such 
jeetural  explanation  of  G.  G.  S.     But  when  a  bargain  as  Mr.  Hastings  has  made  for  the 
you  come  to  the  present  case,  who  the  per-  company  by  this  bribe.    Therefore,  it  could 
son  paying  was,  why  the  money  was  not  paid,  be  nothing  but  fiaud,  that  could  have  got  him 
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to  hftve  andertaken  meh  m  refeooe.  ^  Thii    plwMd  in  his  jouniejr  to  Bumrm,  and  «faoi 

•Tidentlj  riiows  th«  nHude  to  be  a  pretanee  .  tn—tujumitly,  aunt  have  had  soom  trait  ia> 

to  cover  Irftud,  and  not  a  weak  attempt  to    poeed  in  him,  waa  the  wiekadeM  of  men  next  to 

raise  a  rvTenue;  and  that  Mr.  Haetings  was     thoee  I  have   aMntioned;  alwaya  giTii^  the 

not  that  idiot  he  repreaenls  hinwelf  to  be,  a    fint  rank  toGunfa  Oorm  Sing,  primuM  niUr 

man  forgctiioE  all  his  offices,  all  his  doties,    JMTcs,  the  second  to  Debi  Sing,  the  thiid  to 

all  his  own  a&ira,  and  all  the  public  affairs.     Cantoo  Baboo ;  this  sum  is  fit  to  be  onenext 

Re  does  not,  howe\'er,  lbrge«  how  to  make  a    on  a  par  with  them.    Mr.  Larkins,  when  ho 

bargain  to  g^  money ;  but  when  the  money    comes  toeiplain  dns  artide,  says,  "  I  believe, 

is  to  be  recovered  for  the  company,  (as  he    it  is  for  a  part  of  the  Dinagepore  peshcush, 

says,)  he  forgets  to  reoovvr  it ;  so  that  the  ao-     which  would    rednca   the   balance  to  about 

curacy  with  which  he  begins  a  bribe,  oeriftas    £APSO ;"  but  he  docs  not  pretend  to  know 

wHiu  ti  aapema  Jhtj  and  the  careleaaness    what  it  is  given  for;  he  gives  asvaral  guesses 

with  which  he  ends  if,  aro  things,  that  chara^    at  it;  but  he  says,  ^  As  1  do  net  know,  I 

terize  not  weakness  and  stupidity,  but  fraud.    riiaU  not  pretend  to  give  more  than  my  oonie^ 

The  next  artide  we  proceed  to  is  JVudUm.     tnre  apon  it."    He  is  in  the  right,  becaase  we 

Bare,  we  have  more  \y^:  But  does  Mr.  Lar*    ihan  prove  NanchdoU  never  did  or  had  any 

kins  any  where  tell  you  any  thing  about  Nud-    thing  to  do  with  the  Dinagepore  peoheosh. 

dea?    No;  it  appears  as  if  the  aoeoaat  had    Theee  are  very  extriotdinary  pioeeedingB.  b 

been  paid  up :  and  that  the  cabooleat,  and  the     it  my  busiqess  simply  to  state  them  to  yov 

payments,  answer  and  tally  with  each  other ;    lordships  now,  (we  wfll  give  iham  in  sflsr- 

yet,  when  we  come  to  produce  the  evidence    wards  hi  evidence,)  end  I  will  leave  that  evi- 

upon  these  parte,  you  w^  see  most  abundant    dance  to  be  eoofirmed  and  fortified  by  firther 

reason  to  be  assured,  diat  there  is  much  more    obaervations. 

concealed,  dian  is  given  in  this  account:  Uiat        One  of  the  objecta  of  Mr.  Laikina's  ktter 
it  is  an  account  current,  and  not  an  account     i*  to  illustrate  the  bonds.    He  saya,  "  The 
dosed ;  and  that  the  agreement  was  for  some    two  first  stated  sums,"  namdy,  Dinagepore  and 
other  and  greatersum  diian  appean.    It  might    Patna,  in  the  paper  markedNo.  1,  X  suppose, 
be  expected  that  the  company  wotdd  inquire  of    for  he  seenm  to  explain  it  to  be  audi,  "  are 
Mr.  Hastings,  and  ask.  From  whom  did  he  get    sums  for  a  part  of  which  Rfr.  Hastings  toek 
it,— who  has  received  it,— who  is  to  answer  for    two  bonds ;  viz.  No.  15S9,  uated  Isl  October 
it?    But  he  knew  that  they  were  not  likely  to     1780,  and  No.  1640,  dated  Sd  October  1780, 
make  any  inquiry  at  all,  they  are  not  that     eadi  for  the  sum  of  currant  rupeea,  Ifl^fiOO, 
kind  of  people.     Tou  woohl  imagine  that  a    or  sicca  rupees  one  lade    The  remainder  of 
mercantile  body  would  have  some  of  the  mer-     that  amount  was  cairied  to  the  credit  of  the 
cantilc  exccl]encioe,atid  even  you  would  allow    head,  Fimrper  cemL  Jlcmittimee  lAon;  Mr. 
them  perhaps  somo  of  the  mercantile  faults.     Hastings  having  token  a  bond  for  it,  (No.  89,) 
But  they  have,  like  Mr.  Hillings,  forgotten     which  has  been  sinoe  completely  Ixjukiated, 
totally  the  mercantfle  character;  and  accord-     conformable  to  the  law."    But,  before  I  pro- 
ingly,  neither  accuracy,  nor  fidelity  of  account    coed  with  the  bonds,  I  will  beg  leave  to  recall 
do  they  ever  requn*e  of  Mr.  Hastings.    They    to  your  hndships'  recollection,  dut  Mr.  Lar- 
have  too  much  con&lence  in  him ;  and  he  ao-    kimstotes  in  his  letter,  diat  these  swns  were 
eordingly  acts  like  a  mail,  in  whom  sudi  con-     received  in  November.    How  does  this  agree 
fidence,  without  reason,  is  reposed.  with  another  state  of  the  trananetiott,  given 

Tour  lordships  may  peiha{is  suppose  that  by  Mr.  Hastings ;  vis.  that  the  tisae  6t  his 
the  parent  cf  this  money  was  an  act  of  taking  die  bonds  was  the  1st  and  fid  of  Octo> 
friendship  and  generosity  m'the  people  of  the  ber?  Mr.  Laikins,  therefore,  who  has  thought 
country  t  No;  we  havo  foundoot,  and  shall  proper  tossy,  ihatthemoaey  was  reoeived  in 
prove,  from  whom  ho  get  it ;  at  least  we  shall  the  mondi  of  November,  has  here  given  as 
produce  such  a  0L*f^eciurD  upon  it,  as  your  extraordinary  an  instance  either  of  fraudnfent 
lordships  will  think  u?  bound  to  do,  when  wo  accuracy,  or  sharoefid  oflicial  iaaocumcy,  as 
have  such  an  ancoum  before  us.  Here  on  the  was  ever  perhaps  diseovored.  The  first  snms 
face  of  tne  account  there  is  no  deficiency ;  but  are  asserted  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Croftes  on  the 
when  we  look  into  it,  we  find,  skulking  in  a  18th  and  19di  of  Assen  1187:  die  mondi  of 
comer,  a  person  called  NunduloU,  from  whom  Assen  corresponds  with  the  months  of  Septeo* 
there  is  received  68,000  rupeea.  Tou  will  find  ber  and  part  of  October,  and  not  with  Novem- 
that  he,  who  appears  te  have  paid  up  diis  mo-  her ;  and  it  is  the  more  extraordinary  that  Mr. 
■ay,  and  which  Mr.  Hastings  spentaa  ha    Laikins  shookl  mistake  thia,  because  ho  it  in 
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•a  oflfett  whidi  reqjttirM  monthly  pajnneats,  paay'i  intefMt.    Thii  pratMne  of  Ui«  okk 

and,  oonsequenilyt  great  monthly  aiaetn»M|  g««ey  of  the  company '■  affain  k  the  mora 

and  a  oonlinual  truafer  from  one  month  la  extraordinary^  beoauee   the  6rat  receipt  of 

soother:  we  cannot  nppoee  any  aoeomptant  Ihaae  moneya  was  eome  time  in  the  year  1770 ; 

in  England  can  ba  more  accwately  aei|ttaiBl«  (I  Bare  not  got  the  exact  date  of  the  agree» 

ed  with  the  mioceeaion  of  montha,  than  Mr,  ment:)  and  it  waa  but  a  year  before  that  the 

Ijnrkifis  must  have  been  with  the  oompaimtira  oosnpany  ww  so  iar  from  being  m  distress, 

atate  of  Bengal  and  English  montha.    How  tfiat  he  dsdared  he  should  ha?a,  at  very  nearly 

are  we  to  acooiait  tor  this  grom  inaccuracy  ?  the  period  when  this  bribe  became  payable,  a 

IT  Tou  have  a  poet,  if  yon  have  a  poUtician»  very  laif  e  sum  (I  do  not  recollect  the  precka 

Jf  you  have  a  moralist  inaoeumin*  you  know  amount)  m  their  treasury.    I  cannot  cartamly 

Vikat  these  are  cwss,  which  from  the  narrow  tell  when  the  cabodeat,  or  agreement,  was 

liounda  of  our  weak  faoultieB,  do  not  perhaps  mada,  yoil  shall  lay  opea  something  very  ex« 

admit  of  accuracy.    But,  what  is  an  inaooup  Iraopdinary  upon  that  subject,  and  win  lead 

Ale  aoMmptant  good  for?   <* Silly  ■»&•  that  yon,  step  by  step,  to  the  bloody  scenes  of 

doat  not  know  thy  own  slQy  trade!"  was  once  Debi  Sang.    Whilst^  thsrsfore,  Mr.  Hastings 

veil  aaid:  butthetrade  here  isnocnUy.    Ton  waa  oanying  on  theoe  transactions,  he  waa 

do  not  even  praise  an  aocomptnnt  for  being  oanying  them  on  without  any  reference  to 

aocurate,    because   yon  have  thousands  of  the  pretended  obyect,  to  whkh  he  aAerwards 

them ;  but  you  justly  Uame  a  public  acooo^K^  aaplied  them.    It  was  an  oU  premeditated 

ant,  who  is  guilty  of  a  groas  inaccuracy.    But  plan  ;  and  the  money  to  be  received  couM  not 

what  eadcoold  his  being  inaecurate  answsr  have  been  designed  ibr  an  exigency,  because 

whj  not  name  October  as  well  sa  November?  il  was  to  be  paid  by  monthly  instalmsnts.  The 

I  know  no  reason  for  k  ;  but  here  k  certainly  oaae  k  th»  saaM  with  respect  to  the  other  ca- 

a  gross  mistake;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  hooleats.    It  oottU  not  have  been  any  momen> 

diing,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  suppose  it  to  be  taiy  exigtnce,  which  he  had  to  proidde  for  by 

a  mere  mistake.    But»  take  it,  that  it  k  a  these  stuns  of  money ;  they  were  paid  rega- 

mktake,  and  to  have  nothing  of  frand,  but  larly,  period  by  period,  ss  a  ooastant  uniffmn 

mere  carelessnem  ^— thk,  in  a  man  valued  by  income  to  Mr.  Hastings. 

Mr.  Hastings  for  being  very  punctiliona  and  You  find  dien  Mr.  Hastings  first  leaving 

accivate,  k  extraonlinary.  thk  sum  of  money  for  a  year  sad  three  months 

But,  to  return  to  the  bonds.    We  find  a  in  the  hands  of  Ckinga  Govin  Sing ;  you  find 

bond  taken  in  the  nnnlh  of  Sawnn  1186  or  that  when  an  exigence  pressed  him,  by  the 

1779,  but  the  receipt  k  said  to  be  in  Assen  Mahiattas  suddenly  invading  Bengal,  and  he 

1780 :  that  k  to  say,  there  was  a  year  and  was  obliged  to  refiM  to  hk  brlbe-fands,  be  finds 

about  three  montha  between  the  collection  and  that  fund  empty,  and  that  in  supplymg  money 

the  receipt ;  and,  during  all  that  period  of  tima^  for  thk  exigence,  he  takes  a  bond  for  two- 

an  enormous  sum  of  money  had  lain  n  the  thirds  of  hk  own  money,  and  one-thiid  of  the 

bands  of  Ghmga  Govia  Smg,  to  be  empbyod,  company's.    For,   as  I  stated  befiMe,  Mr. 

when  Mr.  Hastings  should  think  fit.    He  esa*  Laikks  proves  of  one  of  these  accounts,  that 

ployed  it,  he  says,  for  the  Mahratta  expedition,  ha  took,  in  the  month  of  January  for  thk 

Now,  he  began  that  letter  on  the  t9th  of  N»>  bribe-money,  which,  according  to  die  prinei- 

vember,  by  telling  yon,  that  the  bribe  wodd  pks  he  bys  down,  waa  the  company's  money, 

not  have  been  taken  from  Cheit  Sing,  if  it  had  three  bonds  as  fis-  money  Mlvanced  fitn  lus 

not  beea  at  the  instigation  of  an  exigency,  own  cash.    Now  thk  sum  of  three  hu!ks,  m» 

which  it  seems  required  a  supply  of  money,  stead  of  being  all  hk  own,  as  it  should  appsar 

to  be  procured  lawfully  or  unlawfully.    But  to  be  in  the  month  of  January  when  he  took 

in  fact  there  was  no  exigency  for  it,  before  the  the  bonds ;  or  two-thirds  his  own  and  one^Iwd 

Berar  army  came  upon  the  borders  of  the  coun-  the  company's,  as  be  said  in  his  letter  of  the 

try ;  that  army,  whidi  he  invited  by  hk  careless  90th  of  Novendber ;  turns  out  by  Mr.  Larkms's 

conduct  towards  the  rajah  of  Berar,  and  whose  aoeoant,  paragrsph  9,  which  I  wish  to  maik  to 

hostility  he  waa  obliged  to  buy  off  by  a  sum  your  krdskips,  to  be  two-thirds  the  company's 

of  money:  and  yet  this  bribe  was  taken  fi*om  money  and  on^third  hk  own;  and  yet  it  k  all 

Cheit  Sing  long  before  ho  had  this  occaaion  oonlbunded  under  bonds,  as  if  the  money  had 

fbr  it.    The  fund  lay  in  Gunga  Govin  Sing'a  been  hk  awn.    What  can  you  say  to  thk  he< 

handstand  he  aflerwards  applkd  to  that  pun*  loic  ahaipsr,  disguised  under  the  name  of  a 

pose  a  part  of  this  fund,  which  he  must  have  patriot,  whea  you  find  him  to  be  nothing  bat 

taken  without  any  view  wbaUvsr  to  the  com-  a  downright  chaat,  fint  lakbg  sMOsy  midsr 
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the  coa^mfa  name,  tbeo  taking  ibeir  moo-  made  of  it,  in  cotrobomtioB  of  my  own  t«l^ 

ritiet  to  him  for  their  own  mooey,  and  after-  moaj ;  and  although  that  pnper  has  remain^ 

wards  entering  a  fiUse  acooont  of  them ;  coo-  ed  unopened  to  ihit  hoar,aiid  notwidiBtanding 

tmdieiing  that  by  another  aoeount,  and  GSod  that  I  kept  no  memorandum  wfaaterer  of  the 

knows  whether  the  third  be   true  or  false?  substance  tberoef,  yet,  as  I  have  wrote  this 

These  are  not  thingi,  that  I  am  to  make  not  leprBsentation  under  the  most  scrvfmkms  ad- 

by  any  conchision  of  mine;  here  they  are,  herenoe  to  what  I  oonoeiTed  to   be   tmh, 

made  out  by  himsetf  and  Mr.  Larkins,  and  should  it  ever  become  neoasmry  to  nSer  to 

comparing  them  with  his  letter  of  the  S7th,  this  paper,  I  am  confident  that  it  will  not  be 

you  find  a  gram  fi«nd  oorered  by  a  direct  found  to  differ  materially  firom  the  substance  of 

&lsehood.  this  repiesentation.*' 

We  have  now  done  with  Mr.  Laridns's  ao-  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  besides  these  two 
count  of  the  bonds;  and  are  come  to  the  other  bonds,  which  Mr.  Hastings  dedared  to  be  the 
species  of  Mr.  Hastinga*s  frauds,  (for  there  is  company's,  and  one  bond  his  own,  thai  hs 
a  great  variety  in  thma)  and  first  to  Cheit  slipped  into  the  place  of  the  bond  of  his  own 
Sing*!  bribe.  Mr.  Larkm  came  to  the  know-  a  much  better,  namely,  a  bond  of  Koveaofaer, 
ledge  of  the  bond-money  through  Gunga  Qowm  which  he  never  mentioned  to  the  company  til 
Sing  azd  ihrough  Cantoo  Baboo :  of  this  bribe  the  22d  of  May ;  and  this  bond  for  cnnenC 
he  wras  not  in  the  secret  originally,  but  was  rapees  one  lack,  seventy-four  thomand,  or 
afterwards  made  a  confidant  in  it :  it  was  car-  sicca  rupees  1,50,000,  was  taken  for  the  paj^ 
ried  to  him  ;  and  the  account  he  gives  of  it  I  ment  stated  in  the  paper  No.  1 ,  to  have  been 
will  state  to  your  kxdahips.  **  The  fourth  made  to  Mr. CroAes onihe  Uih  Augon  1187, 
sum  stated  in,  Mr.  Hastings's  account  was  whidi  corresponds  to  the  99d  of  November 
the  produce  of  lundry  pavments  made  to  me  1780.  This  is  theNoddea  money,  and  this  is 
by  Sadamond,  Cheit  Sing's  buzey,  who  either  all  that  you  know  of  it ;  you  know  thai  this 
brou^t  or  sent  the  gold  mohurs  to  my  house,  money,  for  which  he  had  t^ea  this  other  bead 
fi^MU  whence  they  were  taken  by  me  to  Mr.  from  the  company,  was  not  his  own  neither, 
Croftes,  either  on  the  same  night  or  early  in  but  bribes  taken  from  the  other  provinces, 
the  morning  after  :  they  were  made  at  diflbr*  I  am  ashamed  to  be  troublesome  to  yout 
ent  times,  and  I  well  remember  that  the  same  lordships  in  this  dry  afiair,  but  the  detection  of 
people  never  came  twice.  On  the  Slat  June  fraud  requires  a  good  deal  of  patience  and  a»> 
1780,  Mr.  Hasting!  sent  for  me,  and  desired  siduity,  and  we  cannot  wander  into  any  thing, 
that  1  would  take  charge  of  a  present,  that  that  can  relieve  the  mind  ;  if  it  was  in  ny 
had  been  offered  to  him  by  Cheit  Sing*!  biizey,  powor  to  do  it  I  wouki  do  it.  1  wish  hovrever 
under  the  plea  of  atoning  for  the  opposition,  to  call  your  lordships'  attention  to  this  last 
which  he  had  made  towuds  the  payment  of  bribe,  before  I  quit  these  bonds.  Such  is  the 
the  extra  subsidy  tor  defraying  part  of  the  ex-  confusion,  so  complicated,  so  intricate  are  these 
penses  of  the  war  ;  but  roidly  in  the  hopt  of  bribe  accounts,  that  there  is  ahvays  somethii^ 
Its  inducing  Mr.  Hastings  to  give  op  that  left  behind,  glean  never  so  much  firom  the  pa- 
claim  ;  with  which  view  the  present  had  first  ragrapha  of  Mr.  Hastings  and  Mr.  Larkins. 
been  offered.  Mr.  Hastings  declared,  that  I  could  not  bring  them  to  account,  says  Mr. 
although  he  would  not  take  thia  for  hia  own  Larkins.  They  were  received  before  the  let 
use,  he  would  apply  it  to  that  of  the  company,  and  8d  of  October.  Why  does  not  the  run- 
in  removing  Mr.  Francis's  objections  to  the  ning  treasury  account  give  an  account  of 
want  of  a  fund  for  defraying  the  extra  ex-  them?  The  committee  of  the  House  of  oom^ 
penses  of  Colonel  Camac's  detachment.  On  mons  examined,  whether  the  running  treasury 
my  return  to  the  office,  I  wrote  down  the  sul^  account  had  any  such  account  of  sums  deposit- 
stance  of  what  Mr.  Hastings  had  said  to  me,  ed :  no  such  thing ;  they  are  said  by  Mr.  Has- 
and  requested  Mr.  James  Miller,  my  deputy,  tings  to  be  deposited  in  June ;  they  were  not 
to  seal  it  up  with  his  own  seal,  and  write  deposited  in  October,  nor  any  account  of  them 
upon  it,  that  he  had  then  done  so  at  my  r^  gi^n  till  the  January  following.  *'  These 
quest  He  was  no  further  informed  of  my  bonds  (says  he)  I  could  not  enter  them  as  re* 
motive  for  this,  than  merely  that  it  contained  gular  money  to  bo  entered  on  the  company's 
the  substance  of  a  conversation,  which  had  account,  or  in  any  public  way,  unci)  I  had  an 
passed  between  me  and  another  gentleman,  order  of  the  govemour-general  and  council." 
which,  in  case  that  conversation  s^ld  here-  But  why  had  not  you  an  order  of  the  -govvr- 
afier  become  the  subject  of  inquiry,  I  wished  noui^general  and  council  ?  We  are  not  calling 
A  be  able  to  adduce  the  memorandum  then  «ii  you,  Mr.  Larkins,  for  au  accoimt  of  your 
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conduct :  we  are  calKiif  opoB  Mr.  Hcmnfi  his  carrying  on  thia  patriotie  traflk,  aa  he 
tor  an  aeco»m  of  hia  cendoct,  and  which  he  called  it.  Tour  lordships  will  also  conaider 
refers  to  you  to  eaplain.  Why  did  not  Mr.  hath  the  person  who  employs  each  a  fraudu- 
llasttBgh  order  you  to  carry  ihem  to  the  poh-  leait  aooomptant,  and  his  ideas  of  his  duty  in 
Ik  neeofint.  "  Beeamie  (says  be)  there  was  no  his  office.  These  are  nMlters  for  your  lotd- 
other  way."   Every  one,  who  knows  any  thing    ahipa'  grave  determination ;  but  I  appeal  to 

ef  a  treasory  or  paMic  banking-plaee,knowa,  yon,  upon  the  Ako  ef  ihsae  accounts,  whether 

dMt  if  any  person  bripgi  money  as  belonging  you  ever  atw  any  thing  so  gross  ;  and  whether 

te  the  pobfio,  that  the  poMic  aecomptant  is  any  nan  could  be  daring  enough  to  attempt  to 

boand,  no  doubt,  to  reo9iTe  it,  and  enter  it  as  impose  upon  the  credulity  of  the  weakest  cf 

MMh !  '*  Bttt  (says  be)  I  cculd  not  do  it  until  maaakind,  much  more  to  impose  upon  such  a 

the  account  oould  be  settled,  a^  between  debtor  court  as  this,  soch  accounts  aa  these  are. 
«nd  creditor :  I  did  not  do  it  till  I  could  put  on        If  the  company  had  a  mind  to  inquire  what 

one  side  durbar  charts?,  secret  service,  to  is  become  of  all  the  debts  due  to  them,  and 

waeh  an  amount ;  and  balance  that  again  with  where  is  the  cabooleat,  he  refers  them  to  Gunga 

bonds  to  Mr.  Hastinfs :"  that  is,  he  could  Gh>vin  Sing.    Grrs  us  (say  they)  an  account 

sot  make  an  entry  regntarly  in  the  company'a  of  this  balance,  that  remains  in  your  hands.  I 

books  onti!  Mr.  Hayings  had  enabled  him  to  know  (says  he)  of  no  balance.    Why,  is  there 

eomwit  one  of  the  grossest  fnrods  and  viola*  not  a  cabooh>at ;  where  is  it ;  what  are  the 

fioBSofapiibKctrust,thate7«>r  was  committed,  date  and  circumstances  of  it?    There  is  no 

by  ortlering  that  money  of  the  company's  to  be  such  cabooleat  existing.    This  is  the  case  even 

etmsidered  as  his  own,  and  a  bond  to  be  taken  where  you  have  the  name  of  the  person  through 

m  a  security  for  it  from  the  compai^,  as  if  it  whose  hands  the  money  passed.    But  suppose 

wasf  his  own.  the  inqoby  went  to  the  pajrmenis  of  tJie  Patna 

Bm  to  pmeeed  with  this  deposit.    What  cabooleat ;  Here  (they  say)  we  find  half  the 

is  the  stAstanoeof  Mr.  Larkins's  explanation  money  due ;    out  of  forty  thousand  pounth 

of  if  ?   The  substance  of  this  explanation  is,  there  k  only  twenty  thousand  received ;  give 

tfmt  here  was  a  bribe  received  by  Mr.  Has-  ns  some  account  of  it    Who  is  to  give  an  a^ 

tings  from  Cheit  Sing,  gusrded  with  such  count  of  it  ?   Here,  there  is  no  mention  made 

nempulous  secrecy,  that  it  was  not  carried  to  of  the  name  of  the  person,  wlio  had  the  caboo- 

the  house  of  Mr.  CrofVes,  who  was  to  receive  teat :  whom  can  they  call  upon  ?  Mr.  Hastings 

ft  Anally,  but  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Larkins,  as  does  not  remember ;  Mr.  Larkinsdoes  not  teU; 

ft  less  mispected  place ;  and  that  it  Was  con*  they  can  learn  nothing  about  it    If  the  diree* 

Teyed   in  varkms   snms,  no  two  people  ever  ton  had  a  disposition,  and  were  honest  enough 

returning  twice  with  the  various  payments,  to  the  proprietors  and  the  nation,  to  inquire 

which  made  up  dint  sum  of  £  JS,000  or  there-  into  it,  there  is  not  a  hint  given,  by  either  of 

nbouu.    Now,  do  you  want  an  instance  of  those  persons,  who  received  the  Nuddea,  who 

prevarication,  and  trickery  in  an  account?  received  the  Patna,  who  received  the  Dinaf^ 

If  any  person  shouM  inquire  whether  it  13,006  pore  peshcush.' 

had  been  paid  by  Cheit  Shig  to  Mr.  Hastings,        But,  in  what  court  can  a  suit  be  instituted, 

tfiere  was  not  any  one  man  living,  or  any  per-  and  against  whom,  for  the  recovery  of  this 

sen  concerned  in  the  !r»T)Ba<»tton,  except  Mr.  balance  of  £.40,000  out  of  £.95,0007  I  wish 

Larkinif,  who  referred  i*.,  that  could  give  an  your  lordships  to  examine  stricdy  this  account, 

account  of  how  much  he  received,  or  who  to  examine  strictly  every  part,  both  of  the 

bronght  it    As  no  two  people  are  ever  his  account  itself,  and  Mr.  Larkins's  explanation : 

ronfi:*ar.ts  in  the  same   transaction  in  Mr.  compare  them  together,  and  divine,  if  you  can, 

Hastings's  aceoa'^s,  so  here  no  two  people  what  remedy  the  company  oouM  have  for  their 

ere  p^rmitter!  to  have  cny  share  whatevel  in  loss.    Can  your  lordships  believe,  that  this 

brirriro  the  stiv^ral  fragments,  that  make  up  can  be  any  other  than  a  systematical,  delifaa* 

th:r  Bf:m.     TM^  bribe,  you  might  imagme,  rate  fraud,  grossly  conducted  ?  I  will  not  allow 

vroiKiI  have  be^n  entered  by  Mr.  Larkins  to  Mr.  Hastings  to  bo  the  man,  he  represeota 

some  public  account,  at  least  to  the  fraudulent  himself  to  be;  he  was  supposed  to  be  a  man  of    n 

aceoimt  of  Mr.  Hastings.    No  such  thing ;  it  parts :  I  will  only  suppose  him  to  be  a  man  of 

was  never  entered,  till  the  November  following,  mere  oxnmon  sense.    Are  these  the  aceounta 

It  was  not  entered,  till  Mr.  Francia  had  left  we  should  expect  from  soch  a  man  1  And  yet 

Calcutta.    Ail  these  corrupt  transactions  were  he  and  Mr.  Larkins  are  to  be  magnified  to 

carried  on  privately  by  Mr.  Hastings  alone,  heaven  for  great  fiijiinciers  ;  and  this  is  to  be 

irithout  any  significatbn  to  his  colleagues  of  called  book-keeping.    This  is  the  Bengal  io- 
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eoont  itTod  m  mtrteokRolj  on  the  ttd  of  0eDbi,  there  b  an  end  of  the  ooreoanta,  thei«  fa 

Miy.  an  end  of  the  act  of  periiamen^  there  it  n 

Neit  ocmst  the  PeriUn  acoouot.    You  end  to  ereiy  power  of  restrunL    Let  e  wn 

have  heard  of  a  preaent,  to  which  it  raftn.  be  bat  married,  and  if  his  wife  may  taks  pr^ 

It  haa  been  already  itated,  but  it  must  be  a  aenta,  that  momect  the  acta  of  parlianieiit,  the 

food  deal  farther  explained.    Mr.  Larkma  covenants,  and  all  the  reat  expire !  liiere  fa 

atatea,  that  this  account  was  taken  from  a  aomething  too  in  the  manneri  of  the  Saat,  that 

paper,  of  which  three  lines,  and  only  three  makes  this  a  much  more  dangerooi  practice, 

unes,  were  read  to  him  by  a  Persian  mooo-  The  people  of  the  East,  it  is  well  known,  have 

abee ;  and  it  is  not  protended,  that  this  was  their  zenana,  the  a  partraentfer  their  wives,  as 

the  whole  of  it.    The  three  Knes  read  are  aa  a  sanctuary,  which  nobody  can  enter— a  Idnd 

follows.     "  From  the   nabob  (meaning  the  ofholyofhoHea— «coniecrated  place,  safe frosn 

nabob  of  Oude)  to  the  govemeor-general,  six  the  rage  of  war,  safe  from  the  ftiry  cf  tynnoy. 

lacks,  £.00,000 :  From  Hussein  Reza  Kh&n  Tlie  rapacity  of  man  ha«  here  its  bounds :  here 

and  Hyder  Bag  KhAn  to  ditto,  three  lacks,  you  shall  conie  and  no  iiuther.    Bm,  if  En^ 

£^0,000;  and  ditto  to  Mrs.  Hastings,  one  glish  ladies  can  go  intothesesananas,  and  than 

lack,  £.10,000."  receive  presents,  the  cativea of  Hindostancaa- 

Here,  I  say,  are  the  tiiree  linci,  that  vrere  net  be  said  to  have  any  thing  left  of  their  o«nL 

lead  by  a  Persian  moonshee.    Is  he  a  man  Every  one  knows,  that  in  ^e  wisest  and  hast 

you  can  call  to  account  for  these  particulars  ?  time  of  ihd  commonwealth  of  Rome,  lowanfa 

No ;  he  is  an  anonymous  moonshee :  his  name  the  latter  end  of  it ;  (I  do  not  mean  die  bait 

is  not  so  much  as  mentioned  by  Mr.  Larkins,  time  for  morals,  but  the  best  for  its  knoerledge 

nor  hinted  at  1^  Mr.  Hastings  ;  and  you  find  how  to  correct  evil  government,  and  to  cbooae 

these  sums,  which  Mr.  Hastings  mentions,  the  proper  means  for  it ;)  it  was  an  eatablisbed 

as  a  aum  in  gross  given  to  himself,  are  not  rule,  that  no  govemour  of  a  province  shoidd 

so.    T|iey  were  given  by  three  persons ;  one,  take  hu  wife  along  with  him  into  his  provinoe, 

six  lacks,  was  given  by  the  nabob  to  the  go-  wives  not  being  sid>ject  to  the  laws  in  the  sans 

vemour :  another  of  three  ladis  more  by  Hus-  manner  as  their  husbands :  and  though  I  do 

sein  Reza  Kh&n ;  and  a  third,  one  lack,  by  not  impute  to  any  one  any  criminaii^  here ; 

both  of  them  cIuU)ing,  as  a  present  to  Mrs.  I  should  think  myself  guilty  of  a  scandafaiaa 

Hastings.    This  fa  the  first  discovery,  tliatap-  dereliction  of  my  duty,  if  I  did  not  mentkai 

pears,  of  Mrs.  Hastings  having  been  concerned  the  fact  to  your  brdships.    But  I  press  it  no 

in  receiving  presents  for  the  govemour>generaI  further :  here  are  the  accounts,  delivered  in  1^ 

and  otliers,  in  addition  to  Gunga  Govin  Sing,  Mr.  Larkins  at  Mr.  Hastings's  own  requisi- 

Gantoo  Baboo,  and  Mr.  Crofles.  Now,  if  this  tion. 

money  was  not  received  for  tlie  company,  is  it  The  three  Unes,  which  were  read  ctii  of  a 

proper  and  right  to  take  it  from  Mrs.  H&stings  ?  Penian  paper,  are  followed  by  a  long  occoimt 

Is  there  honour  and  justice  in  taking  from  a  of  the  several  species,  in  which  U<u  present 

lady  a  gratuitous  present  made  to  her  ?    Tet  was  received,  and  converted  by  exchange, 

Mr.  Hastings  says,  he  has  applied  it  all  to  the  into  one  common  standard.    Now,  as  these 

company's  service.    He  has  done  ill,  in  sufibr-  three  lines  of  paper,  whidi  are  said  to  have 

ing  it  to  be  received  at  all,  if  she  has  not  justly  been  read  out  of  a  Persian  paper,  contain  an 

and  properly  received  it.  Whether  in  fact  riie  account  of  bribes  to  the  amount  of  iC.100,000  ; 

ever  received  this  money  at  all,  she  not  being  and  as  it  u  not  even  insinuated  that  this  was 

upon  the  spot,  as  I  can  find,  at  the  time,  the  Whole  of  the  paper,  but  rather  the  contraiy 

(though  to  be  sure,  a  present  might  be  sent  indirectly  implied,  I  shall  leave  it   for  your 

her,  I  neither  affirm  nor  deny,  farther  tlian  thst  lordships,  in  your  serious  confideraiion,  to 

as  Mr.  Larkins  sajrs,  there  was  a  sum  of  judge  what  mines  of  bribery  that  paper  might 

£.10,000  from  these  ministers  to  Mrs.  Has-  contain.    For  why  did  frjt  Mr.  Larkins  get 

tings.    Whether  she  ever  received  any  other  the  whole  cf  that  paper  read  and  translated  f 

money  than  thu,  I  afao  neither  affinn  nor  The  moment  t>.ny  man  stops  in  the  midst  of  an 

deny.    But,  in  whatever  manner  Mrs.  Has-  account,  he  ie  stopping  in  Uie  midst  of  a  fraud, 

tings  received  thfa,  or  any  other  money,  I  must  My  lords,  I  have  one  further  remark  to  make 

say,  in  this  grave  place  in  which  I  stand,  that  upon  these  accounts:  The    cabooleats,   or 

if  the  wives  of  govemours-general,  the  wives  agreements  (or  the  payments  of  these  bribes, 

ofpresidentsof  Council,  the  wives  of  the  prin-  amount,  in  the  three  specified  provinces,  to 

cipal  officers  of  the  India  company,  through  iS .96,000.  Do  you  believe,  that  these  provinces 

all  the  various  departments,  can  receive  pro-  were  thus  particularly  favoured  ?    Do  yon 
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Ihiok,  that  they  w«re  dioMn  as  a  little  d»-  doned  prostilutioii  and  oomiptioo,  which  he 

nesoe  for  Mr.  Hutings  1    That  they  were  baa  pracliaed  with  indemnity  and  impunity  to 

the  only  prorincee  honoured  with  hia  proteo-  thk  day,  from  one  end  of  India  to  the  other, 

tion,  ID  &r  as  to  take  bribes  from  them  ?    Do  At  the  heed  of  the  only  account  we  have 

you  perceive  any  thing  in  their  local  situation,  of  these  transactions  stands  Dinagepore ;  and 

that  should  distinguish  them  from  other  pro-  it  now  only  remains  for  me  to  make  some 

vinces  of  Bengal  7    What  is  the  reason  why  obserrations  upon  Mr.  Hastings^  proceed^ 

Dinagepore,  Patna,  Nuddea,  shouM  hare  the  inga  in,  that  proTince.    Its  name,  then,  and 

poet  of  honour  assigned  them  ?    What  rea-  that  money  was  taken  from  it,  is  all  that  ap* 

son  can  be  given  for  not  taking  bribes  also  pears ;   but  from  whom,  by  what  hands,  by 

frtm  Burdwan,  from  Bishanpore,  in  short,  vdiat  means,  under  what  pretence,  it  was 

from  all  the  sii^r-eightcoUections,  which  con-  taken,  he  has  not  told  you;  he  has  not  told 

prije  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  and  for  select-  his  employers.     I  believe,  however,  I  can 

ing  only  three?  How  came  he,  I  say,  to  be  tell  from  whom  it  was  takon:  and  I  believe 

so  widied  a  servant,  that,  out  of  siztyei^t  it  will  appear  to  your  lordflhips,  that  it  must 

divisions,  he  chose  only  three  to  supply  the  have   been  taken  from  the  unhappy  i^ah  of 


elig<^ncies  of  the  company?    He  did  not  Dinagepore;  and  I  shall  in  a  very  few  words 

do  his  duty  in  making  this  distinction,  if  he  state  the  circumstances  attending  and  the  ser^ 

thought  that  bribery  was  the  best  way  of  su|h  vice  performed  for  it:  from  these  you  will  be 

plying  the  company's  treasury ;  and  that  it  able  to  form  a  just  opinion  concerning  this 

formed  the  most  useful  and  effectual  resouioe  bribe. 

for  them ;  which  he  has  declared  over  and  over  Dinagepore,  a  large  province,  was 
again.  Was  it  right  to  lay  the  whole  wei^  ed  by  an  antient  fiunily,  the  last  of  which, 
of  bribery,  eatortion,  and  oppression,  upon  about  the  year  1184  of  their  era,  the  rajah 
those  three  provinces,  and  neglect  the  rest  ?  Bijanaut,  luul  no  legitimate  issue.  When  he 
No ;  you  know,  and  must  know,  that  he,'  who  was  at  the  point  of  death,  he  wished  to  ex- 
extorts  frem  three  provinces,  will  extort  from  chide  from  the  succession  to  the  xemindary, 
twenty,  if  there  are  twenty.  Tou  have  a  stan-  his  half  brother,  Cantoo  Naut,  with  whom  he 
dard,  a  measure  of  extortion,  and  that  is  all ;  had  lived  upon  ill  terms  for  many  yean,  by 
€»  pede  Hgtadtm:  guess  from  thence  what  adopting  a  son.  Such  an  adoption,  when  a 
was  extorted  from  all  Bengal !  Do  you  believe  person  baa  a  half  brother,  aa  he  had,  in  my 
he  could  be  so  cruel  to  theee  provinces,  so  poor  judgment,  is  not  countenanced  by  tfa« 
partial  to  the  rest,  as  to  charge  them  with  that  Gentoo  laws.  But  Grunga  Govin  Sing,  who 
load,  with  £.95,000,  knowing  the  heavy  op-  waa  placed  by  the  oflioe  he  heU,  at  the  head 
pression  they  were  sinking  under,  and  leave  all  of  the  regbtry,  where  the  records  were  kept, 
the  rest  untouched  ?  You  will  judge  of  what  by  which  the  rules  of  succession  according  to 
is  concealed  from  ua  by  what  we  have  discover-  the  custom  of  the  country  are  ascertained, 
ed  through  various  means,  that  have  occurred  became  master  of  these  Gtontoo  Uws ;  and 
in  consequence  both  of  the  guilty  conecience  through  his  means  Mr.  Hastings  decreed  in 
of  the  person,  who  confesses  the  (act  with  favour  of  the  adoption.  We  find,  that  imme- 
respect  to  theee  provinces,  and  of  the  vigour,  diaAy  afler  this  decree,  Gunga  Govin  Sing 
perseverance,  and  sagacity  ofthose,  who  have  received  a  cabooleat  on  Dinagepore  for  the 
forced  from  him  that  discovery.  It  is  not  sum  of£.40,000^ofwhicb  it  appears,  that  he  has 
therefore  for  me  to  say,  that  the  £.100,000  and  actually  exacted  £.90,000,  though  he  has  paid 
£.95,000  only  were  taken.  Where  thecir^  to  Mr.  Hastings  only  £  JO,0M).  We  find, 
eunutances  entitle  me  to  go  on,  I  must  not  be  before  the  young  rajah  bad  been  in  possession 
stopped,  but  at  the  boumlary  where  human  a  year,  his  natural  guardiaiis  and  relations,  on 
nature  has  fixed  a  barrier.  one  pretence  or  another,  all  toi  ned  out  of  their 
You  have  now  before  you  the  true  reason  offices.  The  peshcush,  or  fLad  annual  rent 
why  he  did  not  choose  that  this  affair  should  payable  to  the  company  for  his  xemindary,  fell 
come  before  a  court  of  justice.  Rather  than  into  arrear,  as  might  naturally  be  expected, 
this  exposure  should  be  made,  he  to-day  wooki  from  the  rajah's  inability  to  pay  both  his  rent 
call  for  the  mountains  to  cover  him :  he  and  this  exorbitant  bribe,  extorted  from  a  ruin- 
would  prefer  an  inquiry  into  the  business  of  ed  fiunily.  Instantly,  under  pretext  of  this  ar- 
the  three  seals ;  into  any  thing  foreign  to  the  rearage,  Gunga  (3ovin  Sing,  and  the  fictitious 
subject  I  am  now  discussing,  in  order  to  committee,  which  Mr.  Hastings  had  made 
keep  you  from  the  discovery  of  that  gross  for  Ids  wicked  pui^Mses,  composed  of  Mr. 
bribery,  that  shameful  peculation,  that  aban-  Anderson,  Mr.  Shore,  aikd  Mr.  CroAes,  who 
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bat  ths  loob,  m  tbey  tell  at  ikmuuiwm,  dupleasad  wMi  tbe  kte  (orenMor,  Wurm 
of  Gunga  Gavin  Sing,  gAve  that  naiMtor  of  Huiings,  El«q.  upoa  the  nupicioo  thai  no 
mi<)ait]r,  Debi  Sing,  Uie^vcnuimit  of  this  oppreased  ns,  took  money  from  ut  bj  doeek 
&mily.  Tbey  put  this  nobU  infant,  this  mite-  and  fbrca,  and  rnined  the  country  ;  therc&re 
rahle  ra|ah,  together  with  the  roanagement  of  we,  upon  the  atrength  of  our  religion,  which 
the  provinces  of  Dioagepore  and  Rungpore,  we  think  it  inouaibent  on  and  neoeaeaxy  for 
into  hie  wicked  and  abMninaUe  hand* ;  where  ui  to  abide  by,  following  the  rules  laid  do«n 
the  ravages  he  cowmilted  eicited  what  ww  in  giving  evidence,  declare  the  particulnri  of 
called  a  rebellion,  that  forced  hiai  to  fly  from  the  acU  and  deeds  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esq. 
the  oountry,  and  into  which  I  do  not  wonder  full  of  circnmapection  and  caution,  civililj 
he  should  be  desirow  that  a  political  and  not  and  justice,  superioor  to  the  caution  of  the 
a  juridical  ini|utry  shouU  be  cnade.  The  moat  learned ;  and  by  representing  wliat  is 
savage  barbarities,  which  were  there  perpe-  fact,  wipe  away  the  doubts,  that  have  posses 
Irated,  I  have  aWeady,  in  the  eiecution  of  my  sed  the  minds  of  the  ministers  of  England: 
duty,  brought  before  this  House  and  my  coun*  '  That  Mr.  Hastings  is  possesaed  of  fidelity 
tfy ;  and  it  will  be  seen,  when  we  come  to  the  and  confidence,  and  yielding  protection  to  us ; 
proof,  whether  what  I  luive  asserted  was  the  that  be  is  dear  of  the  contamination  of  mia- 
eAct  either  of  a  deluded  judgment  or  disor-  trust  and  wrong,  and  his  mind  is  free  of  cove* 
dered  imagination ;  and  whedier  the  focta  I  touanea  or  avarice.  During  the  time  of  hia 
stale  cannot  bo  subatantiated  by  authentic  r»»  administration  no  one  saw  odier  conduct  thsn 
ports,  and  were  none  of  my  invention :  ud)  that  of  protection  to  the  husbandmen  and  ja»> 
lutly,  whether  the  means,  that  were  taken  to  tice ;  no  inhabitant  ever  eiperienced  affiio- 
diacredil  them, do  not  infinitely  aggravate  the  tioos,  noone  ever  fdt  oppreesion  finom  him; 
guilt  of  the  olfendem.  Mr.  Hastings  vranted  our  reputations  have  always  been  guaided 
to  fly  from  judicial  inqoiry ;  he  wanted  to  pul  fi'om  aUadu  by  his  prudence,  and  our  ftmiUsa 
Dabi  Sing  any  where  but  in  a  court  of  jua-  have  always  been  protected  by  his  justice.  He 
tice.  A  court  of  justice,  where  a  direct  w^  never  omitted  the  smallest  instance  of  kind- 
sertion  is  brou^t  forward,  and  a  direct  proof  ness  towards  us,  but  healed  the  wounds  of 
applied  to  it,  is  an  element  in  which  he  dei^ir  with  the  salve  of  oonsolatioa,  by  meaai 
aaanot  live  for  a.momMit.  He  would  seek  of  his  benevolent  and  kind  behaviour,  never 
refoge  any  where,  even  in  the  very  sanctaary  permitting  one  of  us  to  sink  in  the  pit  of  de- 
af his  accusers,  rather  than  abide  a  trial  with  spondcnce.  He  supported  every  one  by  his 
him  in  a  court  of  justice :  but  the  House  of  goodness ;  overset  the  designs  of  evil-muided 
Commons  waa  too  just  not  to  send  him  to  this  men  by  hia  authority ;  tied  the  hands  of  op* 
tribunal,  whose  justice  they  cannot  doubt,  pression  with  the  strong  bandage  of  justics, 
whose  penetration  he  camot  elude,  and  whoee  and^  by  these  means  eipanded  the  pleasjif 
decision  will  justify  those  managers,  whose  appearance  of  happiness  and  joy  over  us :  ha 
characters  he  attempted  to  defame.  re-establiBhed  justice  and  impartiality.    We 

Bat  this  is  not  aU.    Wo  find,  that  after  the  were,  during  his  government,  in  the  enjoy 

eruel  sale  of  this  infant,  who  was  properly  and  ment  of  perfect  happinem  and  ease,  and  nmay 

directly  under  the  guardiansh^)  of  the  codl|>a->  of  us  are  thankfiil  and  satisfied.     As  Mr. 

ay,  (for  the  company  acts  as  steward  and  de-  Hastings  was  well  acquainted  with  our  miu>> 

wan  of  the  province,  which  office   has  the  ners  and  customs,  he  was  always  desirous,  in 

guardiuiship  of  minors,)  after  he  had  been  every  respect,  of  doing  whatever  would  prs> 

robbed  of  £.40,000  by  the  hands  of  Gunga  serve  our  religious  rights,   and  guard  them 

Glovin  Sing,  and  afterwards,  under  pretenee  against  every  kind  of  accident  and   injury ; 

of  his  being  in  debt  to  the  company,  delivered  ud  at  all  times  protected  us.    Whatever  ws 

into  tite  hands  of  that  monater,  Debi  Sing,  have   experienced  from    him,  and  whatever 

Mr.  Hastings,  by  way  of  anticipation  of  these  happened  from  him,  we  have  written  without 

charges,  and  in  answer  to  them,  has  thought  deceit  or  exaggeration." 
proper  to  produce  (he  certificate  from  tliis  un-        My  lords,  this  Radanaut,  zemindar  of  the 

fortunate  boy,  which  I  will  itow  again  read  to  purgunnah,  who,  as  your  lordsliips  hear,  bears 

you: —  evidence  upon  oath  to  all  the  great  and  good 

"I,  Rswlanaut,  zemindar  of  purgtinnah  Ha-  qualities  of  the  govemour,  and  particularly, 

vely,  IPenjuna,  he.  commonly  called  Dinage*  to  his  absolute  fivedom  from  covetousness ; 

pore : — ^As  it  has  been  learned  by  me,  the  mut-  this  person,  to  whom  Mr.  Hastings  appeals, 

seddies,  and  the  respectable  officers  of  my  se-  was,  as  the  committee  state,  a  boy  between 

mindary,  that  the  ministers  of  EngUnd  are  five  and  six  years  okl  at  ths  time  when  he  mm 
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yiND  iatotbe  hwds of  Dobi S|pf ;  tnd  wbm  The  moment  an  Engliahman  appeara,  an 
Mr.  Haftingw  left  Bengal,  which  was  in  1786,  this  genUeman  does  in  the  province  of  Dina- 
was  betwoea  olevea  aod  twelve  years  old?  gepore,  to  collect  certificates  for  Mr.  Has- 
This  is  the  sort  of  (estimonyi  that  Mr.  Has-  nngSi  it  is  a  command  for  them,  the  people, 
tings  produces,  to  prove,  that  he  was  clear  to  sav  wluit  he  pleases, 
from  all  sort  of  extoriioo,  oppression,  and  cove-  And  here,  my  lords,  I  would  wish  to  say 
tousness,  in  this  very  zemindaty  of  Dinage-  something  of  the  miserable  situation  of  the 
pore.    This  boy,  who  is  so  obsiMrvant,  who  is  people  of  that  country  ;  but  it  is  not  in  my 
■o  penetrating,  who  is  so  accurate  in  his  know-  commission,  and  I  must  be  sOent ;  and  shall 
lodge  of  the  whole  goreniment  of  Mr.  Has-  only  request  your  lordships  to  observe,  how 
tings,  was,  I  say,  whonhe  left  his  government,  this  crime  of  bribery  grows  in  its  magnitude, 
at  the  utmost,  but  eleven  years  and  a  half  old.  First,  tho  bribe  is  taken  through  Gunga  Go- 
Now,  to  what  an  extremity  is  this  unhappy  vin  Sing,  from  this  infant,  for  his  succession 
man  at  ywir  bar  driven,  when  oppressed  by  to  the  zemindary.     Next  follows,  the  r^ 
this  accumulative  load  of  corruption  dunged  moval  from  their  offices,  and  consequent  ruin, 
upon  him,  and  seeing  his  bribwy,  his  preva-  of  all  his  nearest  natural  relations.     Then 
lioation,  his  fraudulent  bonds  brought  before  the  delivery  of  the  province  to  Debi  Sing, 
you,  he  gives  the  testimony  of  this  child,  who  upon  the  pretence  of  the  arrears  due  to  the 
fi»r  the  greatest  part  (^  his  time  lived  300  miles  company,  with  all  the  subsequent  horrours 
from  the  seat  of  Mr.  Hastings's  government,  committed  under  the  management  of  that  atn>- 
Consider  the  miserable  situation  of  this  poor  clous  villain.     And  lastly,  the  gross  subor* 
unforUmate  boy,  made  to  swear,  with  all  the  nation  of  porjury,  in  making  this  wretched 
•oleronities  of  his  religion,  that  Mr.  Hastings  minor,  under  twelve  years  of  age,  bear  testi- 
was  never  guU^  in  his  province  of  any  act  of  mony,  upon  oath,  to  the  good  qualities  of 
rapacity.     Such  are  the  testimonies,  which  Mr.  Hastings,  and  .of  his  government ;  this 
•re  there  called  roxannammas,  in  favour  of  minor,  I  say,  who  lived  900  miles  from  the 
Mr.  Hastings,  with  which  all  India  is  said  to  seat  of  his  government,  and  who,  if  be  knew 
sound.    Do  we  attempt  to  conceal  them  from  any  thing  at  alt  of  his  own  aflaire,  must  have 
your  lordships  7    No,  we  bring  tbem  forth  to  known  that  Mr.  Hastings  was  the  cause  of 
■how  yo«  the  wickedness  of  the  man,  who,  all  his  suflVrings. 

after   he  has  rubbed  innocence,  after  be  has  My  lords,  I  have  now  gone  through  the 

divided  the  spoil  between  Gunga  Govin  Sing  whole  of  what  I  have  in  charge.    I  have 

and  hinuelf,  gels  the  par^  robbed  to  perjure  laid  before  you  the  covenants,  by  whidi  the 

bimseif  for  his  sake,  if  such  a  creature  is  ca-  company  have  thought  fit  to  guard  against 

pable  of  being  guilty  of  peijury.    We  have  (he  avarice  and  rapacity  of  their  govemours. 

another  rozaanamma  sent  from  Nuddea,  by  a  I  have  shown,  that  they  positively  forbid  the 

person  neariy  under  (he  same  circumstances  taking  of  all  sorts  of  bribes  and  presents :  and 

with  Radanaut,  namely,  Maha  Rajah  Dhe-  I  have  stated  the  means  adopted  by  then 

raja  C>colbrOnd  Bahadre,  only  made  to  dilTer  for  preventing  the  evasion  of  t}.eir  orders,  by 

in  some  expressions  from  the  former,  that  it  directing,  in  all  money  transactions,  the  puln 

might  not  appear  to  originate  from  the  same  'icity  of  them.    I  have  farther  shown,  that, 

band.    ThMO  miserable  roxannammas  he  de-  in  order  to  remove  every  temptation  to  a 

livers  to  you  as  the  collected  voice  of  the  breach  of  their  orders,  the  next  step  was  the 

country,  to  diow  how  ill-founded  the  imprea-  framing  a  legal  fiction,  by  which  presents  and 

sions  are  which  committees  of  the  House  of  money,  under  whatever  pretence  takeof  were 

Commons  (for  to  them  they  allude,  I  suppose)  made  the  legal  property  of  the  company,  in 

have  taken  concerning  this  man,  during  !heir  order  to  enable  them  to  recover  them  out  <^ 

inquiries  into  the  management  of  the  anairsof  any  rapacious  hands,  that  might  violate  the 

the  company  in  India.  new  act  of  parliament.    I  have  also  stated 

Before  I  quit  this  snbject,  I  have  only  to  this  act  of  parliament.    I  have  stated  Mr. 

give  you  the  opinion  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  a  Hastings's  sense  of  it.  I  have  stated  the  vio- 

name  consecrated  to  respect  for 'ever,  (your  lation  of  it  by  his  taking  bribes  frcnn  all  quar- 

lordships  know  him  in  this  house  as  well  as  ten.    I  have  stated  the  fraudulent  bonds,  by 

I  do)  respecting  these  petitions  and  certifi-  which  he  claimed  a  security  for  money  as 

calcs  of  good  bdiaviour :—  his  own,  which  belonged  to  the  company. 

"  From  the  reasons  and  smtiments,  that  I  have  stated  the  series  of  frauds,  prevarica- 

Ihey  '4mtain,  Itc  lions,  concealments,  and  all  that  mystery  of 

[TfuB  rfteiiwrf  tmmti  fts/bwitf.]  iniquity,  which  I  waded  through  with  pain 
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to  vyialf,  I  am  nra,  Bod  with  iofioita  p^in,  btps  properl^b  with  being  a  ■alien,  OHoeU, 
I  fear,  to  your  loitlahipa.     I  have  shown  ooM,  uni^easant  race  of  men ;  and  aa  incoo- 
your  lordships,  ihat  his  evasioos  of  tho  dear  atant  as  the  climate  in  which  they  are  bom. 
words  of  his  corenant,  and  the  clear  words  These  are  the  vices,  which  the  enemies  of 
of  an  act  of  parliament,  were  such  as  did  the  kingdom  charged  them  with,  and  people 
not  arise  from  an  erroneous  judgment,  but  are  seldom  charged  with  vices,  of  which  ibey 
from  a  corrupt  intention  :'and,  I  believe,  you  do  not  in  some  measure  partake.    But  b<h 
will  find,  that  his  auempt  to  evade  the  law  body  refused  them  the  character  of  being  mm 
aggravates  infinitely  his  guUt  in  breaking  it.  open-hearted,  candid,  liberal,  plain,  sincere 
In  all  this  I  have  only  apmed  to  you  the  pack-  people ;  qualities,  which  would  cancel  a  ihoiH 
age  of  this  business ;  I  have  oj^ned  it  to  sand  &ults,  if  they  had  them, 
ventilate  it,  and  give  air  to  it :  I  have  opened  But  if,  by  conniving  at  these  frauds,  yo« 
it,  that  a  quarantine  might  be  performed ;  once  teach  the  people  of  England  a  conceal- 
jluit  the  sweet  air  of  heaven,  which  is  pollut-  ing,  narrow,  suspicious,  guarded  conduct :  if 
ed  by  the  poison  it  contains,  might  be  let  you  teach  them  qualities  directly  the  eon- 
loose  upon  it,  and  that  it  may  be  aired  and  trary  to  those  by  which  they  have  hitherto 
ventilated   before   your   lordships   touch  it.  been  distinguished  :  if  you  nwke  them  a  na- 
Those,  who  follow  mo,  will  endeavour  to  tion  of  concealers,  a  nation  of  dissemblers,  a 
explain  to  your  lordships,  what  Mr.  Hastings  nation  of  liars,  a  nation  of  forgers ;  my  lords, 
has  endeavoured  to  involve  in  mystery,  by  if  you,  in  one  word,  turn  them  into  a  people 
bringing  proof  after  proof,  that  every  bribe,  of  6ai^an«,  the  character  of  England,  that 
that  was  here  concealed,  was  taken  with  character,  which  more  than  our  aims  and 
corrupt  purposes,  and  followed  with  the  most  more  than  our  oommecoe  has  made  ua  a  great 
pernicious  consequences.    These  are  things,  nation,  the  character  of  England  wiU  be  gone 
which  will  be  ImMaght  to  you  in  proof.    I  and  lost. 

have  only  regarded  ^e  system  of  bribery ;  I  Our  liberty  is  as  much  in  danger,  as  our 

have  endeavoured  to  show,  that  it  is  a  sys-  honour  and  our  national  character.     We, 

tern  of  mystery  and  concealment;  and,  coose-  who  here  appear  representing  the  Commooa 

quently,  a  system  of  fi«ud.  of  England,  are  not  wild  enough,  not  to  trem- 

You  now  see  some  of  the  means,  by  which  ble  b<^  for  ourselves  and  for  our  constituents, 
fortunes  have  been  made,  by  certain  persons,  at  the  effect  of  riches  :  "  Opmn  meteends 
in  India;  you  see,  the  confederacies  they  puttatat,*^  We  diced  the  operation  of  money, 
have  formed  with  one  another  for  their  mutual  Do  we  not  know,  that  there  are  many  men, 
concealment  and  mutual  su|iport ;  you  will  who  wait,  and  who  indeed  hardly  wait,  the 
see,  how  they  reply  to  their  own  deceitful  event  of  this  prosecution,  to  let  loose  all  the 
inquiries  by  fraudulent  answers  ;  you  will  corrupt  wealth  of  India,  acquired  by  the  op- 
see,  that  Cheltenham  calls  upon  Calcutta,  pression  of  that  country,  for  the  coiTuptionef 
as  one  deep  calls  upon  another ;  and  that  the  all  the  liberties  of  this  :  and  to  fill  the  pariia- 
call,  which  is  made  for  explanation,  is  answer-  ment  with  men,  who  are  now  the  obieet  of 
ed  in  mystery ;  in  short,  you  will  see  the  very  its  indignation.  To-day,  the  Commans  oC 
oonstitutionoftlieir  minds  here  developed.  ^  Great  Britain  |Ht»ecute  the  delinquents  of 

And  now,  my  lords,  in  what  a  situation  are  India.  <  To-morrow  the  delinquenta  of  India 

we  all  placed.    This  prosecution  of  the  Com-  may  be  the  ConmKms  of  Great  Britain.    We 

mons  (l  wish  to  have  it  understood,  and  I  ^now,  I  say,  and  foel  the  force  of  money; 

am  sure  I  shall  not  be  disclaimed  in  it)  is  a  and  we  now  call  upon  your  lorddiips  for  jaa« 

[irosecuiion  not  only  for  the  punishing  a  do-  lice  in  this  cause  of  money.    We  call  upon 

inquent,  a  prosecution  not  merely  for  pre-  yov  (or  the  preservation  of  our  manncw 

venting  this  and  that  offence,  but  it  is  a  of  our  virtues.    We  call  upon  you  for  our 

great  censorial  prosecution,  for  the  purpose  national  character.    We  call  upon  you  for 

of  preserving  the  manners,  characters,  and  our  liberties ;  and  hope,  that  the  freedom  of 

virtues,  that  characterize  the  people  of  Eng-  the  Commons  will  be  preserved  by  the  justiea 

land.    The  situation  in  which  we  stand  is  of  the  lords, 
dreadful.      These  people  pour  in  upon  us 

every  day.    Tliey  not  only  bring  with  them  *i^  "^  In  this  article  Mr.  Buike  was  support^, 

the  wealth,  which  they  have  acquired,  but  edonthe  16th  of  February  1790,  by  Mr.  An- 

they  bring  with  them  into  our  country  the  atruther,  who  opened  the  remaining  part  of  the 

vices  by  which  it  was  acquired.    Formerly  sixth  article,  and  part  of  the  seventh  artsele, 

the  people  of  England  were  censured,  and,  per-  and  the  evidence  waa  aummed  up  and  enforced 
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iy  Hini.  The  rMt  of  the  evidance  npoo  the 
sixth,  and  on  |»ait  of  the  seTenth,  eighth,  and 
fourteenth  aiticlet,  were  respectively  opened 
and  wforced  by  Mr.  Fox  and  other  of  the 
ntanagera,  on  the  7th  and  9th  of  June,  in  the 
flame  session. 

On  the  23d  May  1791 ,  Mr.  St.  John  opened 
the  fourth  article  of  charge  \  and  evidence 
was  heard  in  support  of  the  same.  In  the 
Sallowing  sessions  <^  1792,  Mr.  Hastings's 
sounsel  were  heard  in  his  defence,  which  was 
continued  through  the  whole  of  the  sessions 
of  1793. 

On  the  5th  of  March  1794,  a  select  commit- 
tee was  app6inted  by  the  House  •)f  Commoos 
to  inspect  the  lords'  journals,  in  rdation  to 


their  proceeding  on  the  trial  of  Warren  Hifl- 
tings,  Elsquire,  and  to  report  what  they  found 
therein  to  the  House ;  (which  committee  were 
the  managers  appointed  to  make  good  the  ar- 
ticles of  impeachment  asainst  the  said  War- 
ren Hastings,  Esquire ;  (and  who  were  aAer- 
wards  mstructed  to  report  the  several  matters 
which  had  occurred  since  the  commencement 
of  the  prosecution,  and  which  had,  in  their 
opinion,  contributed  to  the  duration  thereof  to 
that  time,  with  their  observations  thereupon.— 
On  the  SOth  of  April,  the  following  report, 
written  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  adopted  by  the 
committee,  was  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commoos,  and  ordered  by  the  House  to  be 
printed^— Edit. 


REPORT 


MADE  ON  THE  SOth  APRIL  1T94,  FROM  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  ROUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
APPOINTED  TO  INSPECT  THE  LORDS'  JOURNALS,  IN  RELATION  TO  THEIR  PROCEED 
ING  ON  THE  TRIAL  OF  WARREN  HASTINOS,  BBQUIRE.  AND  TO  REPORT  WHAT  THEY 
nND  THEREIN  TO  THE  HOUSE;  (WHICH  COMMTTTEE  WERE  THE  MANAGERS  APPOINT- 
ED TO  MAKE  GOOD  THE  ARTICLES  OF  IMPEACHMENT  AGAINST  THE  SAID  WARREN 
HASTINGS.  BSaUIRB;)  AND  WHO  WERE  AFTERW^ARDS  INSTRUCTED  TO  REPORT  THE 
SEVERAL  MATfERS  WHICH  HAVE  OCCURRED  SINCE  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE 
6AII>  PRJJSECU'nON,  AND  WHICH  HAVE,  IN  THEIR  OPINION,  CONTRIBUTED  TO  THE  DU 
RATJCi«  TIIUREOF  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME,  WITH  THEIR  OBSERVATIONS  THEREUPON 


YiiUR  committee  has  received  two  powers 
&om  the  House— The  first  on  the  5th  of  March 
1794,  to  inspect  the  lords'  journals,  in  relation 
to  their  proceeding  on  the  trial  of  Warren 
Hastint^s,  Esquire,  and  to  report  what  they 
find  therein  to  the  House.  The  second  is  on 
instruction  given  on  the  17th  day  of  the  same 
month  of  March,  to  this  eflfect :  That  your 
committee  do  report  to  this  House,  the  several 
matters  which  have  occurred  since  the  con>- 
menceroent  of  the  said  prosecution,  and  which 
have,  in  their  opinion,  contributed  to  the  du- 
ration thereof  to  the  present  time,  with  their 
observations  thereupon. 

Your  committee  is  sensible  that  the  dura- 
tion of  the  said  trial,  and  the  causes  of  dura- 
tion, as  well  as  the  matters  which  have  therein 
occurred,  do  well  merit  the  attentive  consider- 
ation of  this  House  ;  we  have  therefore  en- 
deavoured, with  all  diligence,  to  employ  the 
powers  that  have  been  granted,  and  to  execute 
the  orders  that  have  been  gii^en  to  us,  ard  to 
report  thereon  as  speedily  as  possible,  vid  a) 
liilly  as  the  time  would  admit. 


Your  committee  has  considered,  first,  the 
mere  fact  of  the  duration  of  the  trial,  which 
they  find  to  have  commenced  on  the  18th  day 
of  February  1788,  and  to  have  continued,  by 
various  adjournments,  to  the  said  17th  of 
March.  During  that  period  the  sittings  of  the 
court  have  occupied  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
days,  or  about  one-third  of  a  year.  The  dis- 
tribution of  the  sitting  days  in  each  year  is  as 
follows 

Days. 


In  the  year  1788,  the  court 

sat 

• 

85 

1789, 

. 

. 

17 

1790,      - 

■ 

• 

14 

1791, 

- 

. 

5 

179«,       -       . 

■ 

. 

22 

1798, 

. 

• 

S2 

17M,  to  the  first  of  >Krch, 

inclusive 

8 

Total 


118 


Your  committee  thra  proceeded  ^o  consider 
the  causes  of  this  duration,  with  re^rard  to 
time,  as  measured  by  the  calendar  aii^  also  a« 
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iMMurod  by  the  mimber  of  6$y  oecupiod  ia  fsw.  ThU  your  wmimittee  eonocivw  tt 
icoial  sitting.  They  find,  on  emntning  the  mwe  ■rieen  firom  the  f«Uowiiig  immedieie 
duration  of  the  trial,  with  refereooe  to  the  eauaeii :  Firet,  The  oatnre  and  extent  of  the 
number  of  yean  whieh  it  has  lasted,  that  it  matter  to  be  tried.  Secondly,  The  geneial 
has  been  owing  to  several  prorogations,  and  aaturo  and  quality  of  the  evidence  praluoed  ( 
to  one  dissolution  of  parliament;  to  discos-  it  was  principally  documentary  evidence,  con* 
sions  which  aro  supposed  to  have  arisen  in  the  tained  in  papers  of  gi^eat  length,  the  whole  of 
House  of  Peers,  on  the  legality  of  the  eontinu-  which  was  o<\ea  required  to  be  read,  when 
anoe  of  impeachmenU  firam  parliament  to  par-  brought  to  prove  a  single  short  fact ;  or  k  was 
liasMnt ;  that  it  has  been  owing  to  the  number  oral  evidence,  in  which  most  be  taken  into 
and  length  of  the  adjournments  of  the  eourt ;  consideration  the  number  and  deaoription  oC 
particulariy  the  adjoununents  on  aooount  of  the  witnesses  examined  and  croas-oxamined. 
the  circuit,  which  adjournments  wero  int^r-  Thirdly,  and  principally.  The  duration  of  the 
posed  in  the  middle  of  the  session,  and  (lie  trial  is  to  attributed  to  objections  taken  by  die 
moot  proper  time  for  business;  that  it  has  prisoner's  counsel  to  the admissibflity  of  sev^ 
been  owing  to  one  adjournment,  made  in  ral  docotnents  and  penons,  oAered  as  evideneo 
consequence  of  a  complaint  of  the  prisoner  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  These  <^jec- 
against  one  of  your  managers,  which  took  up  jections  amounted  to  slxty^two :  they  gave  rise 
a  space  of  ten  days ;  chat  two  days*  adjourn-  to  several  debates,  and  to  twelve  references 
ments  were  mado  on  account  of  tho  illness  of  from  the  court  to  the  judges.  On  the  part  of 
certain  of  the  managers :  and,  as  far  as  your  tho  managers,  the  number  of  objections  was 
committee  can  judge,  two  aitting  days  were  small;  the  ddiates  upon  them  were  short; 
prevented  by  the  sodden  and  unexpected  der^  there  was  not  upon  them  any  reference  to  the 
liction  of  defence  of  the  prisoner  at  the  dose  of  judges ;  and  the  lords  did  not  even  retire  upon 
the  last  sessions,  your  managers  not  having  been  any  of  them  to  the  chamber  of  parliament, 
then  ready  to  produce  their  evidence  in  reply,  Thia  last  cause  of  the  number  of  sitting 
nor  to  make  their  observations  on  the  evidence  days,  your  committee  considers  as  far  more 
produced  by  the  ijrisoner's  counsel;  as  they  impfirtaiit  than  all  the  rest.  The  questions 
expected  the  whole  to  have  been  gone  through  upon  the  admissibility  of  evidence ;  the  man- 
before  they  were  called  on  for  their  reply.  In  ner  in  which  these  questions  were  stated  and 
this  session,  your  committee  computes  that  were  decided ;  the  modes  of  proceeding ;  the 
the  trial  was  duiayed  about  a  week  or  ten  gre.it  uncertainty  of  the  principle  upon  vHiich 
days.  The  lords  waited  for  the  recovery  of  evidence  in  that  court  is  to  be  admitted  or  ra- 
the Marquis  Comwallis,  the  prisoner  wishing  jocted :  all  these  appear  to  your  committee 
to  avail  himself  of  the  testimouy  of  that  noble  materially  to  aff6«n  the  constitution  of  the 
person.  House  of  Peers,  as  a  court  of  judicature,  m 

With  regard  to  the  118  days  employed  in  well  as  its  powers,  and  tho  purposes  it  was  in- 
actual  sitting,  tJie  distribution  of  the  business  tended  lo  answer  in  the  state.  The  peers  have 
wss  in  the  manner  followiug :  Thero  were  a  valuable  interest  in  the  conservation  of  their 
spent,  own  lawful  privileges:  but  this  interest  is  not 

Days,  confined  to  the  lords.    The  Commons  ought  to 

Ib  reading  the  articles  of  impeachment,  partake  in  the  advantage  of  the  judicial  righis 

and  the  defendant's  answer,  and  in  and  privileges  of  that  high  court.    Couri&  are 

debate  on  the  mode  of  proceeeding      8  made  for  the  suitors,  and  not  the  suitors  ibr  die 

Opening  speeches,  and  summing  up  by  court.    The  conservation  of  all  other  parts  of 

the  managers        -        -        -        -     Id  the  law,  the  whole  indeed  of  tlie  ri^is  and 

Documentary  and  oral  evidence  by  the  liberties  of  the  subject,  ultimately  depends 

managers        ....          51  upon  the  preservation  of  the  law  of  parliament 

Opening  speeches  and  summing  up  by  in  its  original  force  and  authority, 

the  defendant's  counsel,  and  defend-  Tour  committoc  had  reason  to  entertain  ap- 

ant*s  addresses  to  the  court       -         2f  prehensions,  that  certain  proceedings  in  this 

Documentary  and  oral  evidence  on  the  trial  may  possibly  limit  and  weaken  the  means 

part  of  tlie  defendant       •                   2S  of  carrying  on  any  future  impeachment  of  the^ 

'  Commons.    As  your  committee  fell  these  ap- 

118  prehensions  strongly,   they  thought   it   their 

I  duty  to  begin  with  humbly  sumraitting  facts  and 

*I*he  other  head,  namely,  that  the  trial  has  observations,  on  the  proceedings  conc<;ming 

occupied  118  days,  or  nearly  one-diird  of  a  evidencoi  to  the  consideration  cf  (his  iiouae, 
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ovfcra  lh«y  proeMd  to  ilate  the  odwr  laattMi  n  apiBJkm,  tint  Uwy  have  ▼uHjaIIj  nibaiittM! 
^ieh  cooie  within  the  eeope  of  the  diractioos  to  a  divieioB  of  their  legal  powera ;  or  that,  potp 
which  they  have  reoeired.  ting  theinuelvee  into  the  situationof  mere  triers 

To  enable  toot  conmitteo  the  better  to  ei-    or  jurore,  they  may  eufier  the  eridenoe  in  the 
•cute  the  task  impoeed  upon  them,  in  carrying    cause  to  be  produced  or  not  produced  befora 
OB  the  impeachment  of  tMs  House,  and  to  find    them,  according  to  the  disoretioB  of  the  judges 
some  priodple  on  which  they  were  to  order    of  the  inferiour  courts, 
and  regulato  their  conduct  therein,  they  found 

h  neeeesary  to  look  attentirely  to  the  jorisdio-  LAW  OF  PARLIAMBNT. 

tion  of  the  court  in  whidi  they  were  to  act 

fiir  this  House,  and  into  its  laws  and  roles  of        Toor  oonuniltoe  finds,  tlmt  the  brds,  in  mat* 

proceeding,  as  well  as  into  the  rights  and  '  tor  of  appeal  or  iropeachiaent  in  parliament,  are 
powers  of  the  House  of  Godboknis  in  their  im»  not  of  ri|;ht  obliged  to  proceed  aooording  to  the 
peacfamenta.  coarse  or  rulee  of  the  Romsn  eiril  law,  or  by 

those  of  dM  law  or  usage  of  any  of  the  info* 

RELATION  OF  THE  JUDGES,  &c.  TO  riour  courts  in  Westminster  Hsll ;  but  by  ths 

THE  COURT  OF  PARLIAMENT.  law  and  usage  of  parUament.    And  your  com* 

mittee  finds,  that  this  has  been  dedared  in  the 

Upon  oiamining  into  the  course  of  proceed-  most  dear  and  esplicit  manner,  by  the  House 

ing  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  into  the  rsh^  of  Lords,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  19B7  and  1S88 

tion  nHiich  exists  between  the  peefs  on  the  in  the  11th  year  of  King  Richard  the  Second. 
<«e  band,  and  their  attendants  and  amistants,        Upon  an  appeal  in  parliament  then  depend" 

the  judges  of  the  realm,  barons  of  the  exchequer  ing,  against  csrtain  great  persons,  peers  and 

of  the  coif,  the  king's  learned  council,  and  the  oommoners,  the  said  appeal  was  refbired  to  the 

cifilians  masters  of  the  chancery,  on  the  other ;  justices  and  other  leained  penoos  of  the  tew ; 

it  appears  to  your  ooramittee,  that  these  judges  "At  which  time*'  (it  is  said  in  the  record) 

and  other  persons  learned  m  the  common  uid  '*  that  tlie  justices  and  Serjeants,  and  otheia 

civil  laws,  are  no  integrant  and  necessary  part  the  learned  in  the  law  civil,  were  charged,  by 

of  that  court.    Their  writs  of  summons  are  order  of  the  king  our  sovereign  aforenid,  to 

esMntially  different ;  and  it  does  not  appear  give  their  faithful  counsel  to  the  kmb  of  the 

that  they  or  sny  of  them  have,  or  of  right  ought  parliament,  conoeming  the  due  proceedings 

to  have,  a  deliberative  voice,  either  actually  .in  the  cause  of  the  appeal  a&reiaid.     The 

or  virtually,  in  the  judgments  given  in  the  high  which  jnsticee,  ssijesnts,  and  the  learned  in 

court  of  partiamenL     Their  attendance  in  the  law  of  the  kingdom,  and  also  the  leamed 

that  court  is  solely  ministerial ;  and  their  an-  in  the  Uw  civil,  have  taken  the  same  into  de* 

swers  to  questions  put  to  them,  ars  not  to  be  liberation ;  and  have  answered  to  the  said  lords 

regarded  as  declaratory  of  the  law  of  parlia-  of  parliament,  that  they  had  seen  and  well  ocuh 

ment,  but  are  merely  consultory  responses,  in  sidered  the  tenour  of  the  said  appeal ;  and  they 

order  to  furnish  such  matter  (to  be  submitted  say,  that  the  same  appeal  was  neither  made 

to  the  judgment  of  the  peers)  as  msy  be  use-  nor  pleaded  according  to  the  order  which  the 

ful  in  reasoning  by  analogy,  so  far  as  the  one  law  or  the  other  requires.    Upon  which 

natnre  of  the  rulbs,  in  the  respective  courts  of  the  said  kmis  of  parliament  have  taken  tha 

the  leamed  persons  consulted,  shall  appear  to  same  into  deliberatioa  and  consultation,  and 

the  House  to  be  applicable  to  the  nature  and  by  the  asssat  of  our  said  tord  the  king,  and  of 

circumstance  of  the  case  before  them,  and  no  their  oommon  agreement,  it  was  dedared,  that 

ctherwiM.  in  so  high  a  crime  as  that  which  is  charged  in 

this  appeal,  which  touches  the  person  of  ow 

JURISDICTION  OF  THE  LORDS.  lord  the  king,  and  the  state  of  the  whole  king- 
dom, perpetrated  by  persons  who  are  peers  oC 

Tour  committee  finds.  That  in  all  impeadi-  the  kingdom,  ahmg  with  othen,  the  cause  shall 

ments  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  Ibr  not  be  tried  in  any  other  place  but  in  paHia- 

high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  before  the  ment,  nor  by  any  other  law  than  the  Uw  and 

peers  in  the  high  court  of  parliament,  the  peers  course  of  parliament ;  and  that  it  belongrth  to 

are  not  triers  or  jurors  only,  but  by  the  antient  the  lords  of  parliament,  and  to  their  franchise 

laws  and  constitution  of  this  kingdom,  known  and  liberty  by  the  antisnt  custom  of  the  parlia- 

by  eonstam  usage,  are  judges  both  of  law  and  ment,  to  be  judsea  in  such  cases ;  and  in  these 

foe! ;  end  we  conceive  tfiat  the  lords  are  bound  cases  to  judge  by  the  assent  of  the  king ;  and 

not  to  act  in  such  a  manner  w  to  give  risa  to  tms  it  shall  be  done  in  this  cass,  b^r  the  awaid 
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of  pftHianrant:  beeaoM  the  mlm  of  Engtand  always  mipportad  Ibe  miie  franehkefl ;  nor 
has  not  been  heretofore,  nor  is  h  the  intention  are  there  any  precedents  upon  the  records  of 
of  ov  said  lord  the  king,  and  the  lords  of  par-  parliament  subverting  either  the  general  rule 
liament,  that  it  ever  should  be,  goremed  by  the  or  the  particular  privilege ;  so  far  as  the  same 
law  civil :  And  also,  it  is  their  resohition,  not  relates  either  to  the  course  of  proceeding  or  to 
to  rule  or  govern  so  high  a  cause  as  this  appeal  the  rule  of  law,  by  which  the  loids  tie  to  judge, 
is,  which  cannot  be  tried  any  where  but  in  par-  Tour  committee  ohserres  also,  that  in  ibo 
liament,  as  hath  b<«en  said  before,  by  the  course^  commissions  to  the  several  lords  high  stewards, 
process,  and  oider  used  in  any  courts  or  places  who  have  been  appointed  on  the  trials  of  peera 
inferiour,  in  the  same  kingdom ;  which  courts  impeached  by  the  Commons,  the  proceedings 
and  places  are  not  more  than  the  eieculors  of  are  directed  to  be  had  according  to  the  law  and 
the  antient  laws  and  customs  of  the  kingdom,  custom  of  the  kinplom,  and  the  auiom  of  par* 
and  of  the  ordinances  and  establishmenis  of  UameiU ;  which  words  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
parliament.  It  was  determined  by  the  said  commissions  for  trying  upon  indictments, 
lords  of  parliament,  by  the  aswnt  of  our  said  "  As  every  court  of  justice"  (says  Lord 
lofd  the  king,  that  this  appeal  was  made  and  Coke)  **  hath  laws  oikI  customs  for  its  direo- 
pleaded  well  and  sufficiently,  and  that  the  pro-  tion,  some  hy  tno  common  biw,  some  by  the 
oess  upon  it  is  gooil  and  effectual,  according  to  civil  and  c^tnon  biw,  some  by  peculiar  laws 
the  law  and  coune  of  parliament,  and  for  such  and  customn,  &c.  so  I'te  high  court  of  p«r- 
they  decree  and  adjudge  it."  licment,  tui$  prvytxls  Uiibm  tt  eonmubtJiwi-' 
And  your  committee  finds,  that  toward  the  6«s  wahtiatU,  ii  if  by  the  lex  at  ooasuetudo 
close  of  the  same  parliament,  the  same  right  paHiamenti,  that  ail  weighty  matters  in  and 
W9M  again  daimed  and  admitted  as  the  special  pariiament  moved,  concerning  the  peers  of 
privilege  of  the  peers,  iii  the  fblbwing  man-  the  realm,  or  Commons  in  parliament  assem- 
ner :  **  In  this  parliament,  all  the  ktrds  then  bled,  ought  to  be  determined,  adjudged,  and 
present,  spiritual  as  well  as  temporal,  claimed  discussed  by  the  course  of.  the  parliament, 
as  their  franchise  that  the  weighty  matten  and  not  by  the  civil  biw,  nor  yet  by  the  corn- 
moved  in  this  parliament,  and  which  shall  be  mon  laws  of  this  realm  used  in  more  inCe* 
moved  in  other  parliaments  in  future  times,  riour  courts."  And  afler  founding  himself  oa 
touching  the  peers  of  the  land,  shall  be  manag*  this  very  precedc^it  of  the  11th  of  Richard  II, 
ed,  adjudged,  and  discussed  by  the  course  of  he  adds,  "  Thu  t«  the  naton  ihaljtidgta  tmgM 
parliament,  and  in  no  sort  by  the  law  civil,  or  not  0  give  any  opixMn  of  a  matter  afptBrUa- 
by  the  common  Uw  of  the  land,  used  in  the  maU^  beeauM  it  it  not  to  Oe  decided  by  the  oosi* 
oiber  lower  courts  of  the  kingdom,  which  claim,  mon  ^oms,  but  aeeundum  legttn  ft  roneuetudinmi 
tiberty,  and  franchiae,  the  king  graciously  al*  pivHamenti  :  And  so  the  judge*  in  divert  par* 
lowed  and  granted  to  them  in  full  parliament."  Uamentt  hone  ooii/essed." 


Tour  committee  finds,  that  tlra  Commons, 

haring  at  that  time  considered  the  appeal  above  RULE  OF  PLEADING, 
mentioned,  approved  the  proceedings  in  it ;  and 

as  far  as  in  them  lay,  added  the  sanction  of  Tour  committee  do  not  find,  that  any  rulei 

their  accusation  against  the  perMMis  who  were  of  pleading,  as  obeerveJ  in  the  inferiour  oourtS| 

the  objects  of  the  appeal.    They  also,  imme-  have  ever  obtained  in  the  proceedings  <^  the 

diatly  afterwards,  impeached  all  the  judges  of  high  court  of  parliament,  in  a  cause  or  matter 

the  common  pleas,  the  chief  baron  of  tlie  ez«  in  which  the  whole  procedure  has  been  within 

chequer,  and  other  learned  and  eminent  per-  their  original  jurisiliction.  Nordoca  yourcoa»> 

sons,  both  peers  and  commoners  ;  upon  the  mitteo  find,  that  any  demurrer  or  exception, 

conclusion  of  which  impeachments  it  was  that  as  of  false  or  erroneotit<  pleading,  hath  been 

the  second  claim  was  entered.  In  all  the  trana-  ever  admitted  to  any  impeachment  in  pariia- 

actions  aforesaid,  the  Commons  were  acting  ment,  as  not  coming  within  the  form  of  the 

parties:  yet  neither  then  nor  ever  since,  have  pleading;  and  although  a  reservation  or  pro- 

they  made  any  objection  or  protestation  that  the  test  is  made  by  the  defendant  (matter  of  fom^ 

rule  laid  down  by  the  lords,  in  the  beginning  as  we  conceive)  "  to  the  generality,  oncer- 

of  the  session  of  1888,  ought  not  to  be  applied  tainty,  and  insufficiency  of  the  art  ides  of  im- 

to  the  impeachments  of  commoners  as  well  as  peaehment ;"   yet  no  objections  have  in  fact 

peers,    ta  >a%ny  cases  they  have  claiiueti  the  been  ever  made  in  any  part  of  the  record ; 

benefit  of  thii  riI<  ;  and  in  all  cases  they  hoiTc  and  when  verbally  they  luive  been  made  (until 

acted,  and  »he  peers  have  detenninedi  upi  a  tuc  this  trial)  they  have  constantly  been  ov*  rruled. 

•ama  general  principlea.     Tba  peers  oiv*  Tm  trial  of  Lord  StrafKxde  is  one  of  tiia 
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■MMt  importanl  eru  m  die  hittorj  of  pvli»-  the  pvtiraltr  words  mppoiad  to  be  writlen  or 
meoUry  judicature.  In  that  trial,  aod  ia  the  spoken  must  not  be  expressly  specified  in  the 
dispositions  made  preparatory  to  it,  the  pro-  indictment  or  jnforroation?'^  On  this  question 
cess  on  impeachments  was,  on  great  consi-  thejudgssyssriafifn,  and  in  open  court,  deliver- 
deration,  research,  and  selection  of  precedenti^  ed  their  opinion :  the  substance  of  which  was, 
brought  very  nearly  to  the  form  which  it  re-  **  that  by  the  laws  of  England,  and  the  con- 
tains at  this  day ;  and  great  and  important  gtant  practice  in  Wesminster  Hall,  the  words 
parts  of  parliamentary  law  were  then  laid  oo^t  to  b^  expressly  specified  in  the  indict- 
down.  The  Commons  at  that  time  made  new  ment  or  information."  Then  the  lords  ad- 
charges,  or  amended  the  old,  as  they  saw  oo-  joiimed,  and  did  not  come  into  the  hall  until 
casion.  Upon  an  application  from  the  Com-  the  80th.  In  the  intermediate  time  they  came 
mons  to  the  lords,  that  the  eiaminalioas  taken  to  resohiiions  on  (he  matter  of  the  question 
by  their  lordships,  al  their  request,  might  be  put  to  the  judges.  Dr.  Sacheverell,  bemg 
delivered  to  them,  for  the  purpose  of  a  more  found  guilty,  moved  in  arrest  of  judgment  upon 
exact  specification  of  the  charge  they  had  made,  two  points : — The  first,  which  he  grounded  oo 
on  delivering  the  message  of  the.  Commons,  the  opinion  of  the  judges,  and  whi<^  your  oom- 
Mr.  Pim,  among  other  things,  said,^as  it  ia.  mittee  thinks  most  to  the  present  purpose,  waSi 
entered  in  the  l«ds'  journals,  "  Aoooiding  to  *'  that  no  entire  clause,  or  sentence,  or  expres- 
the  clause  of  reservation  in  the  conclusion  of  sion,  in  either  of  his  sermons  or  dedications, 
their  charge,  they  (the  Commons)  will  add  to  is  particularly  set  forth  in  his  impeachment, 
the  charges,  not  to  the  matter  in  respect  of  which  he  has  already  heard  the  judges  declare 
eotnprehenaion,  extent,  or  kind,  but  only  to  to  be  necessary  in  all  cases  of  indictments  or 
reduce  them  to  more  particularities,  that  the  nformations."  On  this  head  of  ol^ection,  the 
earl  of  StrafTorde  might  answer  with  the  more  kird  chancellour,  on  theSSd  of  March,  agree- 
cleamess  and  expedition-Hiot  that  ^^  an  ably  to  the  reeohitions  of  the  kwds  of  the  14th 
hound  by  thit  uuy  o^  SPECIAL  durge;  md  and  16lh  of  March,  aoquaioled  Dr.  Sache- 
iher^ore  th^  have  taken  care  in  thdr  J9buse,  vereU :  **  that  on  occasion  of  the  question  before 
icpon  pnteatationf  that  thia  thall  be  no  pr^udiee  put  to  the  judges  m  ^si6mnsesr  Hattt  and  their 
to  bind  them  from  froeeeding  in  GENERAL  answer  thereto,  their  lordships  had  fully  debat- 
in  other  eaae$f  and  that  th^  arewAto  be  ruled  ed  and  considered  ef  that  mailer,  and  bad  come 
bgf  proeeedinge  in  other  courts,  which  pretettation  to  the  following  resolution :  *'  That  this  House 
thejf  have  made  for  the  preeena6on  oftiie  power  will  proceed  to  the  determination  of  the  im- 
of  parliament ;  and  th^  demre  thai  the  ttfcs  ears  peachment  of  I^.  Henry  Sacheverell,  accord- 
may  kt  had  in  your  hrdAipif  hauae}*  lag  to  (he  law  of  (Ae  iomi,  ontf  tAe  &no  md 

This  protestation  is  entered  on  the  lords'  uaage  qfparliament/*    And  sAerwards  to  this 

journals.    Thus  careful  were  the  Commons  resolution :  "  That  by  the  law  and  uaage  ^ 

that  no  exactness  used  by  them  for  a  tempo-  jHir&msfii  in  proaecutions  for  high  crimes  and 

rary  accommodation,  should  become  an  ex-  misdemeanours,  by  writing  or  speaking,  the 

ample  derogatory  to  the  birger  rights  of  par-  particular  words,  supposed  to  be  criminal,  are 

liamentary  process.  nstf  nexiaeary  to  be  expressly  specified  in  such 

At  length  the  question  of  their  being  obliged  impeachmenL  So'  that,  in  their  lordships*  opi- 

to  conform  to  any  of  the  rales  below,  came  to  nion,  the  law  and  usage  of  the  high  ooort  of 

a  formal  judgment.   In  the  trial  of  Dhr.  Sache-  parliament  being  a  pari  of  the  law  of  the  landj 

verell,  March  10th,  1700,  the  Lord  NoUing*  and  that  usage  not  requiring  that  words  shoukl 

ham  "  desired  their  ksrdsbips'  opinion,  whether  be  exactly  specified  in  impeachments,  the  na- 

he  might  propose  a  question  to  the  judges  here  swer  of  the  judges,  which  related  only  to  the 

[in  Westminster  Hall.]    Thereupon  the  lords  course  of  indae^unte  and  h^brmatiane,  does 

being  moved   to  adjourn,  adjourned  to  the  not  in  the  least  affect  your  case." 

House  of  Lords,  and  on  debate  [as  sppears  by  On  this  solemn  judgment  concerning  the  taw 

ft  note]  it  was  agreed  that  the  question  idKNikl  and  usage  of  parliament,  it  is  to  be  remaiked ; 

be  proposed  in  Weetminster  Hall."   Accord-  First,  that  (he  impeachment  ilself  is  not  to  be 

inglyi  when  the  lords  relumed  the  same  day  presumed  inartificially  drawn.    It  appears  to 

into  the  hall,  the  question  was  put  by  Lord  have  been  the  woric  of  some  of  the  greatest 

Nottingham,  and  stated  to  the  judges  by  the  lawyers  of  the  time,  who  were  perfectly  versed 

lord  chanoeUour :  **  Whether,  by  the  (ms  ^  in  the  manner  of  pleading  in  the  courts  bebw ; 

England^  and  constant  practice  in  all  prosecu-  and  would  naturally  have  imitated  their  course, 

lions  by  indictment  and  tt^farmotun^  tor  crimes  if  they  had  not  been  justly  fearfiil  of  setting  an 

ftod  misdemeanours,  by  writing  or  speaking,  example,  which  might  hereafter  sdj^ject  the 
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pbiimeM  and  nrnpHekj  of  m  |»>rt»wwHtliy  the  article,  aOefed  m  the  prataat,  wire  by  w 

proceeding  to  the  tedmictl  aiMetiea  of  the  oh  iment  solely  bouoined  in  the  practice  of  the 

ferioareourti.  Secondly,  that  the  queetion  pnt  eoane  below,  as  if  the  main  reliance  of  the 

to  the  judges,  and  their  answer,  were. strictly  proceslen  was  upon  ihalusage.  The  protesting 

ooofined  to  the  law  and  practice  bebw ;  and  Minority  maintained,  that  k  was  not  agveeahle 

that  nothing  in  either  had  a  tendency  to  their  to  tetmni  pnctdaUa  in  parHamemi;  of  wfaidi 

delivering  an  opinion  concerning  parliament,  they  cited  many  in  fiifour  of  their  opinion.^— 

its  laws,  its  usages,  its  oowrse  <^  prooeedhig,  It  appears  by  the  journals,  that  the  deifcs  were 

or  its  powers.  Thirdly,  dtat  the  motion  in  arrasl  ordered  to  search  fi>r  precedents,  and  a  con»- 

of  jodguent,  grounded  on  the  opbaum  of  the  mittee  of  peers  wae  appointed  to  inspect  the 

'ndses,  wasBM^onlybyDr.Saoheverellhim-  said  precedents,  and  to  report  upon  thsn^— 

sen,  and  not  by  his  counsel,  nwn  of  great  siLill  and  that  they  did  inspect  and  report  acoai4> 

and  learning,  who,  if  they  thought  Uie  objeo  iugly*    But  the  report  is  not  entered  on  the 

tions  had  any  weight,  would  undoubtedly  hate  journals.    It  is,  however,  to  be  presumed  that 

Aade  and  argued  them.  the  greater  number  and  the  better  precedents 

Here,  as  in  the  case  of  the  lllh  King  RK  supported  the  judgment    AUowinc,  however, 

chard  the  Second,  the  judgee  declared  anan»*  their  utmoet  force  to  the  pceoedeats  there 

sMwely,  that  such  an  obgeetion  would  be  fatal  eited,  they  could  serve  only  to  prove,  that  in 

toBuch  a  pleading  in  any  indictment  or  infer-  the  east  of  toordii  (to  which  alone,  and  not  dM 

nation :  bat  the  lords,  as  ovvthe  former  occa«  case  ef  a  urillm  Hbel,  the  precedents  exteaiW 

sioo,  overruled  this  objection,  and  held  the  ai^  ed)  such  a  special  avYment,  eeoonling  to  the 

tide  to  be  good  and  valid,  notwithstanding  the  tenonr  of  the  words,  bad  been  used ;  but  not 

report  of  the  Judges  concerning  the  mode  of  that  it  was  neceesaiy,  or  that  ever  any  piss 

proceeding  in  the  courts  below.  had  been  rejected  upon  such  an  objection. 

Your  committee  finds,  that  a  protest,  with  As  to  the  course  of  parliament,  reserted  to 

veasons  at  large,  was  entered  by  several  loids  fer  authority  in  this  part  of  the  protest,  the 

gainst  this  determination  of  their  court.    It  argument  seems  rather  to  affirm  than  to  d^ 

is  always  an  advantage  to  those  who  proleet,  the  general  proposition,  that  its  own  course, 

that  their  reasons  appear  upon  record,  whilst  and  not  that  of  the  inftriour  courts,  had  been 

the  reasons  of  the  majority  who  determine  the  the  rule  and  law  of  parliament, 

question  do  not  a^ear.     This  would  be  a  As  to  the  objection  taken  in  the  proisst, 

disadvantage  of  such  importance,  as  greatly  to  drawn  from  natural  right,  the  lords  knew,  and 

impair,  if  not  totally  to  destroy,  the  efiect  of  it  appears  in  the  course  of  the  proceeding,  thai 

precedent  as  authority,  if  die  reasons  which  pre-  the  whole  of  the  libd  bad  been  read  at  lengd^ 

/ailed  were  not  jnsUy  presumed  to  be  more  as  appears  from  p.  856  to  p.  608.    So  ttat 

valid  than  those  which  have  been  obliged  to  Dr.  Saoheverell  had  snAstonCidfy  the  same 

give  way ;   tho  former  having  governed  the  bene6t  of  any  thing  which  couM  be  alleged  in 

final  and  coochisive  decision  of  a  oompetent  the  eitenoation  or  eteulpalian,  as  if  his  libsl- 

eourt.    Bat  your  commitlee,  combfaiiiig  the  lous  sermons  had  been  satered  verbatim  upon 

(act  of  this  decision  with  the  early  decbion  the  recorded  impeachment.    It  was  adjudged 

just  quoted,  and  with  the  total  absence  of  any  sufficient  to  state  the  crime  gmenBjf  in  the 

precedent  of  an  objection,  belbre  that  time  or  impeachment.    The  libels  were  given  in  se^ 

since,  allowed  to  pleading,  or  what  has  any  dmoe;  and  it  was  not  then  thought  ef,  thai 

relation  to  the  roles  and  principles  of  pleading  nodibg  should  be  given  in  evidence  which  was 

as  used  m  Westmhister  Hall,  has  no  doubt  BotspeiBiallychar^m  the  impeachment, 

that  the  House  of  Lords  was  governed  in  the  But  whatever  their  reasons  were  (great  and 

•th  of  Arnie  by  the  very  same  prindples  which  grave  they  were,  no  doubt)  such,  as  your  eosi* 

it  had  solemnly  declared  in  the  11th  of  Ri.  mittee  has  stated  it,  is  the  yudlgiiicnl  of  the 

:hard  the  Second.  peem  on  the  htw  of  pariiament,  as  a  part  of 

But  besides  the  presumption  in  fiivour  of  the  htw  of  the  land.    It  b  die  more  forcible, 

the  reasons  which  must  be  supposed  to  have  as  concurring  with  die  judgrosat  in  the  lltfi 

produced  this  solemn  judgment  of  the  peers,  of  Richard  the  Second,  and  with  the  total 

contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  courts  below,  as  silence  of  the  raQs  and  journals  ooocsning  asy 

declared  by  all  the  judges^-ft  is  probable,  that  objection  to  pleading  ever  being  sidfered  to 

the  lords  .were  unwilling  to  take  a  step,  which  eitiate  an  impeachment,  or  to  prevent  eri* 

might  admit  that  any  thing  in  that  practice  dence  being  given  opon  it  on  aooouDi  of  Its 

should  be  received  as  their  rule.    Tt  most  be  generality,  or  any  other  failure, 

observed,  howeeer,  that  the  rsaaoiM  against  Your  commitlee  do  not  think  it  probaUe  AH 
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ptoading  below  could  ever  htTe  been  adopted  tfaoaght  proper  to  impeach  of  hi^  treason  the 

in  a  parliameDtarj  proceeding,  when  it  ii  lords,  who  had  entered  into  the  r^i^iioo  of  thai 

coosidered  that  the  severul  statute*  of  jeofidk,  period.    This  was  aboal  six  years  after  the 

not  less  than  twelve  in  number,  hare  been  decision  in  the  case  of  Sachererell.    On  the 

made  for  the  correction  of  an  orer-strictness  trial  of  one  of  these  lords  (the  Lord  Wintoiin) 

In  pleading,  to  the  prejudice  of  substantial  after  verdict,  the  prisoner  moved  in  arrest  oif 

joadce :  Yet  in  no  one  of  those  is  to  be  dia-  judgment,  and  excepted  agaiivt  the  impeach* 

covered  the  least  mentbn  of  any  proceeding  la  meat  fix*  errour,  on  account  of  die  nreasoa 

parliameat.    There  is  no  doubt,  that  the  legis-  therein  laid  "  not  bemg  described  with  sufi- 

lature  would  have  applied  its  remedy  to  thai  cieat  oertainty—^he  day  on  which  the  veaaon 

grievance  in  pailiamentary  proceedings,  if  it  waseommittBdnot  having  been  alleged.'*   His 

had  found  those  proceedings  embarrassed  with  eounsel  was  heard  to  this  point.    They  oso- 

what  lord   Mansfield,  from    the  bendi,  and  tended,  *  that  the  forfeitures  in  canes  ef  trea- 

epeaking  of  the  matter  of  these  statutes,  very  son  are  very  great;  and  dierefbre  they  humbly 

justly  calls  *'  disgraceful  subtleties."  conceived,  that  the  accusation  ought  to  eon- 

Wbat  is  still  more  strong  to  the  point,  yoor  tain  all  the  certainty  it  is  capable  cST;  that  the 

committee  finds,  diat,  in  die  7th  of  Wifiiam  the  prisoner  may  not,  by  general  oBegatione,  be 

Third,  an  act  was  made  fbr  the  regulating  of  rendered  incapable  to  defend  himself  in  a  case 

trials  tor  treason  and  misprision  of  treason,  which  may  prove  fatal  to  him.    That  they 

containing  several  regulations  for  reformation  would  not  trouble  their  lordships  with  citing 

cf  proceedings  at  law,  both  as  to  matters  of  aothorities  ;  for  they  believed  there  is  not  one 

ibrm  and  substance,  as  well  as  relative  to  evi*  gentleman  of  the  long  robe  but  will  agree  that 

dence.    It  is  an  act  thought  most  essential  to  an  indictment  fbr  any  capital  ofieooe  to  be 

the  liber^  of  the  subject ;  yet  in  this  high  errooeous,  if  the  oflfenoe  be  not  aleged  to  be 

and  critical  matter,  so  deeply  aSecting  the  committed  on  a  certain  day.'    **  That  this  »» 

lives,  properties,  honoora,  and  even  the  inherit-  peachment  set  forth  only  that  in  or  about  the 

able  blood  of  the  subject,  the  legislature  was  months  of  September,  October,  or  November, 

so  tender  of  the  high  powers  of  this  high  court,  ITlft,**  '  the  ofience  charged  in  the  impeach- 

deemed  so  necessary  for  the  attainment  of  die  men!  had  been  committed.    The  counsel  ar- 

great  objects  of  its  justice,  so  fearful  of  ener-  gued  that  a  prooeeding  by  impeachment  is  a 

mating  any  of  its  means,  or  circumscribing  any  proceeding  at  the  common  law,  for  lex  parlia- 

of  its  capacities,  even  by  rules  and  restraints  mentaria  is  a  part  of  common  law,  and  they 

the  most  necessary  for  the  inferioor  courts,  submitted  whether  there  is  not  the  same  cer- 

that  they  guarded  against  it  by  an  express  taiaty  required  in  one  mediod  of  proceeding  it 

proviso,  "  That  neither  this  act,  nor  anythmg  eoomion  law  as  in  another.' 

therein  contained,  shall  any  ways  extend  to  «qr  The  matter   was  argued  elaborately   and 

impeadimentfCr  other  proeeedmge  in  parlkmuntf  learnedly,  not  only  on  the  general  principles 

in  ang  kind  vAodseeer."  ef  the  proceedings  below,  biA  on  the  inconve- 
nience and  possible  hardships  attending  this 

CONDUCT  OF  THB  COMMONS  uncertainty.   They  quoted  Sacheverell's  case, 

IN  PLEADING.  in  whose  impeachment  "  the  precise  days 

were  laid  when  the  Doctor  preached  each  of 

The  point  being  thus  solemnly  adjudged  ia  these  two  sermons ;  and  that  by  a  like  reasoa 

the  case  of  Dr.  SacfaevereH,  and  die  principles  a  certain  day  ought  to  belaid  in  the  impeach- 

bf  the  judgment  being  in  agreement  with  the  OMut  when4his  ureason  was  committed ;  and 

whole   course  of  paHiamentary  proceedings,  diat  the  authority  of  Dr.  Sachevereil's  case 

tiie  managers  for  this  House  have  ever  since  seemed  so  much  stronger  than  the  case  iaqoe»> 

considered  it  as  an  indispensable  doty,  to  as-  lidi,  as  the  crime  of  treason  is  higher  than  that 

sort  the  same  principle  in  all  its  latitude  upon  of  a  misdoneaAoor.*' 

all  occasions  on  which  it  could  come  in  ques-  Here    the   managers  fbr    the  Commons 

tion— and  to  assert  it  with  an  energy,  zeal,  brought  the  point  a  second  time  to  an  inue^  and 

and  earnestness,  proportioned  to  the  magai-  that  on  the  highest  of  capital  casea;  an  issue, 

tude  and  importance  of  the  interests  ef  the  the  event  of  which  was  to  determine  for  ever, 

Commons  of  Cheat  Britain,  in  the  religious  whether  their  impeachoMnts  were  to  be  re- 

obsenration  of  the  rule,  that  the  lau>  ^parUa^  gulated  by  the  law,  as  underttood  aad  observe 

wuni,  and  the  law  of  parliament  onHy^  thonU  ed  in  the  inferiour  courts.    Upon  the  asage 

},revaUin  the  trial  of  their  tn^jfeaehmentt,  below  there  was  no  doubt;  die  mdic^meoi 
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would  unqoastioaably  hare  been  qcMBhcd ; —  ad  bj  tho  precadenti  in  pwrlUment ;  the 

but  the  managore  for  iheCommont  stood  forth  fore  we  insist  tliat  the  articles  are  good  ia 

upon  thu  occasion  with  a  determined  resolu-  substance." 

tion,  and  no  less  than  four  of  thera  terioAm  Mr.  Gowper. — <*  Thej  (the  counae!)  can- 
rejected  the  doctrine  contended  for  by  Loid  not  bat  know  that  the  usages  of  parliament 
Wintoun's  counsel.  They  were  aU  eminent  are  part  of  the  laws  of  tfieland,  although  they 
members  of  parliament,  and  three  of  them  differ  in  many  instances  from  the  ooromon 
groat  and  eminent  lawyersi  namely,  the  (hen  law,  as  practised  in  the  inferiour  courts,  in 
attorney-general,  Sir  William  Thompson, and  point  of  form.  My  lords,  if  the  Cooamons, 
Mr.  Cowper.                                              ^  in  preparing  articles  of  impeachment,  should 

Mr.  Walpole  said,  "  Those  learned  gen-  goTem  themselves  by  precedents  of  indict- 

tlemen  (Lord  Wintoun's  counsel)  seem  to/er-  ments,  in  my  bumble  opinion  they  would  do- 

ge(  m  v:hat  cowrt  they  are.    They  have  taken  part  firom  the  aoiient,  nay,  the  constant  usage 

up  so  much  of  your  lordship's  time  in  quoting  and  practice  «f  parliament.    It  is  well  known 

of  authcMities,  and  using  arguments  to  show  that  the  form  of  an  impeachment  has  very 

your  lonuhips  what  would  quash  an  indict-  little  resemblance  to  that  of  an  indictment: 

mem  in  the  cottrfa  betew,  that  they  seemed  to  and,  I  believe,  the  Commons  will  endeavour 

forget  they  are  now  in  a  court  of  pcarUamentf  to   preserve  the  difference,  by  adhering  to 

and  en  an  'imp€a<Jimmt  of  Uu  Commona  qf  their  own  procedents." 
Oreat  Britain.     For,  shouM   the  Commons        Sir  William  Thompson. — *'  We  must  refer 

adroit  all  that  they  have  offwed,  it  will  not  to  the  forms  and  proceedings  in  the  court  of 

fiillow  ^t   the  impeachment  of  the  C<Kn-  parliament,  and  which  must  be  owned  to  be 

mons  is  insufficient ;  and  1  must  observe  to  part  of  the  law  of  tiie  land.    It  has  been  men- 

your  lordships,  that  neither  of  the  learned  tioned  already  to  your  lordships,  that  the  pre- 

gentlemen  have  offered  to  produce  one  instance  cedents  in  impeachments  are  not   so  nice 

r^tive  to  an  impeachment ;  I  mean  to  show  and  precise  in  form  as  in  the  inferior  courts ; 

that  the  sufficient  of  an  impeachment  was  and  we  (H'esume  ywn  lordships  will  be  go> 

never  called  in  question  for  the  generality  of  vemed  l|y  the  forms  of  your  own  court  (es- 

the  charge,  or  that  any  instance  of  that  nature  pecially  forms  that  are  not  essential  to  justice) 

was  offered  at  before.    The  Commons  do  not  as  the  courts  below  are  by  theirs ;  which  courts 

conceive,  that,  if  this  exception  would  quash  differ  one  from  the  other  in  many  reelects  as 

an  indictment,  it  would  therefore  make  the  to  their  forms  of  proceedings,  and  the  practice 

impeachment  insufficient.    I  hope   it  never  of  each  court  is  esteemed  as  the  law  of  that 

will  be  allowed  here  as  a  reason,  that  what  court.'* 

quashes  an  indictment  in  the  courts  below,        The  attorney-general  in  reply  maintained 

will  make  insufficientan  impeachment  brought  bis  first  doctrine—"  There  is  no  unoertabty 

by  tlie  Commons  of  Great  Britain."  in  it  thai  eon  be  tothepr^udiee  of  the  primmer; 

The  attorney-general  supported  Mr.  Wal-  we  insist  it  is  according  to  theyorms  if  parUof 

pole   in  affirmance  of  this  principle.    He  vitnL — he  has  pleaded  to  it,  and  your  lordships 

said:  "  I  woukl  foUow  the  steps  of  the  learn-  •  have  foimd  him  guilty." 
ed  gentleman  who  spoke  before  roe,  and  I        The  opinions  of  the  judges  were  taken  in 

think  he  has  given  a  good  answer  to  these  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  19th  of  March 

objections.    I  would  take  notice  tluU  we  are  1715,  upon  two  questions  which  had  been  ar- 

upon  ui  impeachment,  not  upon  an  indictment,  gued  in  arrest  of  judgment,  grounded  chiefly 

The  courts  below  have  set  forms  to  themselves,  on  the  practice  of  the  courts  bek>w.    To  the 

which  have  prevailed  for  a  long  course  of  first  the  judges  answered  :  "A  is  n&oetamjf 

time,  and  thereby  are  become  the  forms  by  that  there  be  a  Gtrtmn  day  laid  in  such  indict* 

which  those  courts  are  to  govern  themselves ;  moots  on  which  the  fact  is  alleged  to  be  com- 

bul  it  never  was  thought  that  tha  forms  of  those  mitted  ;  and  that  alleging  in  such  indictments, 

courts  had  any  influence  on  the  proceedings  that  the  &ct  was  committed  at  or  about  a  cer- 

of  parliament.    In  Richard  the  Second's  time,  tain  day,  would  not  be  sufficient"    To  the 

it  is  said  in  the  records  oi  parliament,  that  second  they  answered  :   *'  That  although  a 

proceedings  in  parliament  are  not  to  be  go-  day  certain,  when  the  fact  is  supposed  to  be 

vemed  by  the  forms  of  Westminster  Hall,  donoi  be  alleged  in  such  indictments,  yet  it  is 

We   are  in  the  case  of  an  impeachment,  not  necessary  up(m  the  trial  to  prove  the  foct 

and  in  the  court  of  parliament.    Your  lord-  to  be  committed  upon  that  dojf ;  but  it  is  suf- 

ships  have  already  «;iven  judgment  against  ficient  if  proved  to  be  dope  on  afOf  other  d<9 

six  upon  this  impeadunent,  and  it  is  warrani^  btfore  the  indictment  found.'* 
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Then  it  was  <<  agreed  by  the  Houmj  and  of,,  the  wboU  coosiating  of  raattefa  aeot  over 
ordered,  that  the  lord  high  steward  be  directed  by  himself  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  au- 
to acqua.ini  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  in  West-  thenticated  uuder  his  own  hand.    Nosubatan- 
minster  Hall,  '  That  the  lords  liave  consider-  ttal  injustice  or  hardship  of  any  kind  ooidd 
ed  of  the  matters  moved  in  arrest  of  judgmeni|  arise  from  our  evidence  under  our  pleading-^ 
and  are  of  opinion,  that  they  are  not  sufficient  whereas  in  theirs',  very  great  and  serious  in- 
to arrest  the  same,  but  that  the  irt^ttachmaU  conveniences  might  well  happea. 
is  sufficiently  certain  in  point  of  time  acoord-  Your  committee  has  further  to  observe}  that 
mg  to  the  form  ^f  impeadtmenU  in  parlia'  in  the  case  of  Lord  Wiotoun,  as  in  the  case 
nent.* "  of  Dr.  SachevereH,  the  Goromons  had,  in  their 
On  this  final  adjudication  (given  after  so-  managers,  persons  abundantly  practised  in  the 
lemn  argument,  and  afler  taking  the  opinion  law,  as  used  in  the  inleriour  jurisdictions,  who 
of  the  judges)  in  affirmance  of  the  law  of  par-  could  easily  have  followed  the  precedents  of 
liament  against  the  undisputed  usage  of  the  indictments— if  they  had  not  purposely,  and 
courts  below,  your  committee  has  to  remark,  ibr  the  best  reasons,  avoided  such  precedents. 
1st,  The  preference  of  the  custom  of  parliament  A  great  writer  en  the  criminal  htw,  /uaCaec 
to  the  usage  below.    By  the  very  latitude  of  JFWter,  in  one  of  his  discourses,  fully  reoog- 
the  charge,  the  parliamentary  accusation  gives  nizes  those  principles  for  which  your  mana- 
the  prisoner  fair  notice  to  prepare  himself  gers  have  contended,  and  which  have  to  this 
upon  all  points  ;  whereas  there  seems  some-  time  been  uniformly  observed  in  parliament, 
tiling  insnaring  in  the  proceedings  upon  in-  In  a  very  elaborate  reasoning  on  the  case  of  a 
dictment,  which  fixing  the  specification  of  a  trial  in  parliament,  (the  trial  of  those  who  had 
day  certain  for  the  treason  or  fekmy  as  abso-  murdered  Edward  the  Second)  he  observes 
luttily  necessary  in  the  charge,  gives  notice  for  thus ;  "  It  u  wetf  known  that  in  /Mrfiomenlory 
preparation  onljr  on  thcU  day  ;  whilst  the  pro-  proceedings  of  this  kind,  it  if,  and  «o«r  was, 
tecutor  has  the  whole  range  of  time  antecedent  sufficient  that  matters  appear  with  proper  liglit 
to  the  indictment  to  allege,  and  give  evidence  and  certainty  to  a  common  undentandingt  with- 
of  &cts  against  the  prisoner.     It  has  been  out  that  minute  exactness  which  is  required  in 
usual,  particularly  in  later  indictmqpts,  to  add,  criminal  proceedings  in  Westminster  Hall.  In 
'*  at  several  other  tiroes.'*    But  the  strictness  these  cases,  the  rule  has  always  been,  Uqua^ 
of  naming  one  day  is  still  necessary,  and  the  dwn  tt  im^us.'*  And  in  a  note,  be  says,  **  la  the 
want  of  the  larger  words  wouM  nol  quash  the  proceeding  against  Mortimer,  in  Uiis  parlia- 
indictment.     Sdly.  A  comparison  of  the  ex-  meot,  so  liuU  regard  was  had  to  thefarau  used 
treme  rigour  and  exactness  required  in  the  tnfe^o/proceedm^t,  that  he  who  had  been  fi«- 
more  ybrma2  part  of  the  proceedings  by  in-  quentlysmnmoned  to  parliament  as  a  baron,  and 
dictment  with  the  extreme  laxity  used  in  the  had  lately  been  created  £arl  of  March,  is 
gubttanUal  part  (that  is  to  say,  the  evidence  styled  through  the  whole  record,  merely  Ro- 
received  to  prove  the  fact)  fully  demonstrates  get  de  Mortimer.'* 

that  the  partizans  of  those  forms  would  pot  The  departure  from  the  common  finrms  in 
shackles  on  the  high  court  of  parliament,  with,    the  first  case  alluded  to  by  Foster,  viz.  the 

which  they  are  not  willing,  or  find  it  wholly  trial  of  Berkley,  Mautraven,  &c  (or  treasoi^ 

impractics^le,  to  bind  themselves.  Sdly.  That  in  the  murder  of  Edward  the  Second,  might 

the  latitude  of  departure  from  the  letter  of  the  be  more  plausibly  attacked,  because    they 

indictment  (which  holds  in  other  matters  be^  were  tried,  though  in  parliament,  by  a  jury 

sides  this)  is  in  appearance  much  more  con-  of  freeholders ;   which  circumstance  might 

trary  to  natural  justice  than  any  thing  which  have  given  occasion  to  justify  a  nearer  ap- 

•  has  been  objected  against  the  evidence  ofier-  proach   to  the  (bmis  of  indictments  below, 

ed  by  your  managers,  under  a  pretence  that  it  But  no  such  forms  were  observed,  nor  in  the 

exceeded  the  limits  of  pleading.     For  in  the  opinion  of  this  able  judge  ou^^t  they  to  have 

case  of  indictments  below,  it  must  be  admit-  been  observed, 
ted,  that  the  prisoner  may  be  unpro'^ided  with 

proof  of  an  alibi,  and  othor  material  means  of  PUBLICITY  OF  THE  JUDGES^ 

defence,  or  may  find  son-ie  matters  unlooked-  OPINIONS. 
Ibr  produced  against  him,  by  witnesses  utterly 

unlmown  to  him :  Wheroas  nothing  was  offer-  It  appears  to  your  committee,  that  from  the 

ed  to  be  given  in  evidence  under  any  of  the  30th  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  until 

articles  of  this  impeachment,  except  such  as  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  in  all 

the  prisoner  must  have  had  perfect  knowledge  trials  in  parliament,  as  wel'  upon  impsachF 
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■mili  of  t^  Conmena  m  on  iadktiiwiB 
brought  up  by  certiorari,  «rh«n  Uff  manor 
of  law  hath  been  aghatod  ct  the  bar,  or  in 
the  coorw  of  trial  hath  been  elated  by  an/ 
lord  in  the  court,  it  hath  been  the  prevalent 
cufltooi  to  fltato  the  aame  in  open  ooort. 
Your  committee  hat  been  aiile  to  find,  aince 
that  period,  no  more  than  odo  precedent  (and 
that  a  preoedeot  rathfr  in  fbrm  than  in  lul^ 
■lanoe)  a  the  opinions  of  the  judges  being 
taken  printtely,  eieept  when  the  cane  on 
both  sides  has  been  dosed,  and  the  lords 
havo  reived  to  oonsider  of  dieir  Tordict,  or 
•f  their  judgment  thereon.  Upon  the  sound* 
est  and  best  precedents,  the  lords  have  im- 
proved on  the  principles  of.  publicity  and 
equality,  and  have  called  upon  the  parties 
severally  to  argue  the  matter  of  law,  previ- 
ously to  a  rsference  to  die  judges ;  who,  on 
their  parts,  have  afterwards,  in  cpm  omrf, 
delivered  theb  opinions,  often  by  the  mouth 
of  one  of  the  judges,  speaking  for  himself  and 
the  rest,  and  in  their  presence :  And  some- 
times aH  the  judges  have  delivered  their 
opinion  soislam,  (even  when  they  have  been 
miammout  in  it)  together  with  their  reasons 
vpon  which  their  opinion  had  been  founded. 
This,  from  the  moft  early  times,  has  been 
the  eowse  in  aU  judgments  m  the  House  of 
Peers.  Formerly  even  the  record  contain- 
ed the  reasons  of  the  decision.  *'  The  rea- 
son v^erefore  (said  Lord  Coke)  the  records 
of  parliaments  hare  been  so  highly  exurfled 
is,  that  therein  is  set  down,  in  cases  of  diffi- 
culty, not  only  the  judgment  and  resolution, 
hut  Ms  rsossfis  ami  emwet  <^  tfm  mam  by  so 
great  adrioe." 

In  the  SOth  of  Charles  Uie  Second,  during 
the  trial  of  Lord  Comwallis,  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  a  (pmstion  in  law  to  the  jndges,  Lord 
Danby  demanded  of  the  lord  high  steward, 
die  Earl  of  Nottmgham,  ^  Whedier  it  would 
be  proper  here  (in  open  court)  to  ask  die 
question  of  yoor  grace,  or  to  propose  it  to  the 
judges  V*  The  lord  high  steward  answered, 
^  If  your  lordships  doubt  of  any  thing  where- 
on a  question  in  law  ariseth,  the  latter  opinion, 
and  the  better  for  the  prisoner  iar-4hatit  muti 
be  etattd  m  thepreeemoe  e/lhepriuner,  Aa<  he 
mii^knowv^ieU^er  ^queetianbetntfyput.  It 
hath  eonuHmet  been  practised  otherwise ;  and 
the  peers  have  sentfor  the  judges,  and  have  adi- 
ed  their  opinion  in  private,  and  have  come  back 
and  hare  given  their  verdict  according  to 
that  opinion,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  prece- 
dent ijf  its  Ixing  otherwise  done.  There 
is  a  later  authority  in  print  tiuit  doth  settle 
Hw  point  so  88  1  tell  you— and  I  do<conceive 


ft  01^  tofeOawed ;  and  it  being  safer  for  ihs 
prisoner,  my  humble  opinion  to  yoor  lordship 
is'-that  he  ought  to  be  present  at  Ifce  sf^mf 
^ffte  qumtiam.  Call  the  jirisoiur."  Tbe 
prisoner,  who  had  withdrawn,  again  appear- 
ing, he  said, 

**  My  Lord  ComwaOis,  and  my  lords  tfao 
peers,  since  (hejf  have  withdrawn,  have  oon* 
oeived  a  doubt  in  some  matter  ttffaai  in  yoor 
case;  and  they  have  that  tender  reg8rd  of  a 
prisoner  at  the  bar,  Ikat  thty  wiU  not  et^er  m 
oast  to  be  put  up  m  hie  o&msks,  lest  it  should 
chance  to  prejudice  him  by  being  leron^f  ateied/* 
Accordingly  the  question  W8S  both  put,  and 
the  judges'  answer  given,  pubhcly  and  m  his 


Very  soon  after  the  trial  of  Lewd  Comwallii^ 
the  impeachment  against  Lord  Siaffotd  was 
brought  to  a  hearing,  that  is,  in  the  9Cd  of 
Charles  the  Second.  In  that  case  thn  lord  at 
the  bar  having  stated  a  point  of  law,  **  touch- 
ing the  necessity  of  two  witaosses  to  an  overt 
act  in  case  of  treason  ;*'  the  lord  high  steward 
told  Lord  Stafford,  that  "  all  the  judges  that 
assist  them,  and  an  here  myour  latd/Ap^epn' 
mnee  and  heermg,  should  deliver  their  opinions, 
whether  it  be  doubtful  and  disputable,  or 
not.'*  Accordingly  the  judges  deUvered  their 
opinion,  and  each  argued  it  (thou^  they  were 
aU  agreed)  serioCuRand  Ml  open  eoi0<.  Another 
abstract  point  of  law  was  also  proposed  from 
thebar  on  the  same  trial,  concerning  the  legal 
sentence  in  hi^  treason ;  and  in  the  same 
manner  the  judges  on  reference  delivered  their 
opinion  in  open  court;  and  no  objection  was 
taken  to  it,  as  uiy  thing  new  or  irregular. 

In  the  Ist  of  James  the  Second,  came  on  a 
remarkable  trial  of  a  peer;  the  trial  of  Lord 
Delamore.  On  that  occasion  a  question  of 
law  was  stated.  There  also,  in  conformity  to 
the  precedents  and  principles  given  on  the  trial 
of  Lord  Cocnwallis,  and  the  precedent  in  the 
impeachment  of  Lord  Stafford,  the  then  kxd 
high  steward  took  care  that  the  <^uiion  of  the 
judges  should  be  given  in  open  court. 

Precedents  grounded  on  principles  so  &- 
vouraUe  to  the  foimess  and  equity  of  judicial 
proceedings  given  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  the 
Second  aiid  James  tbe  Second,  were  not  likely 
to  be  abandoned  after  the  rerolutioo.  The 
first  trial  of  a  peer,  which  we  find  after  the  n» 
volution,  was  that  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick 

In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  11  Wilt 
III.  a  question  in  law  upon  evidence  was  put 
to  the  judges ;  the  statement  of  the  question 
was  made  in  open  court  hy  the  lord  high 
stevrard.  Lord  Somers:  **  If  there  be  six  in 
company,  and  one  of  them  is  killed,  the  otiier 
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fife  an  afterwvds  indicted,  tod  three  are  hiawUa&etioa,  The  prieoiierf  on  hearing  tne 
tried  and  fbuiid  guilty  of  manilaughter,  and  argument,  waived  hia  objection,  but  the  then 
upon  their  prayerahave  their  clergy  allowed,  lord  president  moving  their  lordahipa  to  adjourn 
aiid  the  horning  ui  the  hand  is  recited,  but  to  the  chamber  of  pariiament,  the  lords  ad- 
Bot  pardoned,  whether  any  of  the  three  can  be  joumed  accordingly ;  and  after  some  time,  re- 
a  witness  on  the  trial  of  the  other  two."  Lord  turning  into  Westminster  Hall— the  lord  high 
Halifaz— "  I  suppose  your  lordships  will  have  stewani  (Lard  Hardufiche)  said,  **  Your  loi^ 
the  opinion  of  the  judges  upon  this  point ;  ^pd  ships  were  pleased,  in  the  chamber  of  pariia- 
tkat  SDcsf  As  m  <^  frstenet  cfike  priaontr*  nent,  to  oome  to  a  roaohition,  that  the  opmion 
Lord  high  steward,  (Lord  ^omsrs,)  "/I  Mam  of  the  learned  and  reverend  judges  should  be 
strfom^&smCferjirsseiicef^iAsptSDiMr,  ifyou  taken  on  the  following  question,  namely,  Whe- 
aak  the  judges*  opinions."  ther  it  is  neosasaiy  that  an  overt  act  of  high 
In  the  same  year,  Lord  Mohun  was  brought  treason  should  be  proved  to  have  been  commit- 
to  trial  upon  an  indictment  for  murder.  In  ted  on  the  particular  day  hiid  in  the  indicts 
this  single  irial  a  greater  number  of  questions  moot?  Is  it  your  kwdobipe'  pleasure,  that 
was  put  the  judges  in  matter  of  law,  than  pro-  the  judges  do  now  give  their  opinioa  on  that 
bably  was  ever  referred  to  the  judges  in  all  question  ? 
the  oolleetive  body  of  triab,  before  or  since  *<  Lords.— Aye,  aye. 
that  period.  That  trial,  therefore,  liimisbee  «  Lord  high  oteward.— My  lord  ohiof  jui- 
tbetargestbodyofanthentiepreosdentsinthia  tioe? 
point,  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  parliament.  "  Lord  chief  justioe, 
The  number  of  questions  pot  to  the  judges  in  «  The  question  proponed  by  your  lordships 


this  trial  was  twenty-three.    They  all  origi-  is,  Whether  it  be  naeBmaiy  that  an  ovstt  aotof 

Bated  from  the  peon  thennelves;  yet  the  oourt  high  treason  should  be  proved  to  be  comoutted 

called  upon  the  par^s  oounsel,  as  oAen  as  on  the  particdar  day  laid  in  ths  indictmenl? 

qoeetions  were  proposed  to  be  referred'to  the  Weare  all  of  opinioB,  that  it  w  notnecsesaiy 

judges,  as  well  ason  the  oounsel  for  the  crown,  to  prove  the  overt  act  to  be  osmmiited  on  thn 

to  argue  eveiy  one  of  them  btfan  they  went  to  particular  day  laid  in  the  iodieiment— but  as 

those  learned  persons.    Many  of  the  questions  evid«noe  may  be  given  of  an  evert  act  before 

accordingly  were  argued  at  the  bar  at  great  the  day,  so  it  may  be  after  dm  day  specified  in 

length.    The  opinions  were  given  and  argued  the  indictment— for  the  day  laid  is  cirouoH 

m  open  oo«r<.    Peers  frequently  insisted  that  stance  and  form  otdjri  and  not  material  in 

the  judgee  should  give  their  opinions  snrMrtim,  point  of  proof;  ihi«  »  ^  known  coosmnt 

which  they  did  always  publicly  in  the  court,  course  of  proeesding  in  triab." 

with  gredt  gravity  and  dignity,  and  greatly  to  Here  the  case  was  made  for  the  judges,  for 

the  illustration  of  the  law,  as  they  heU  and  the  satirfaotion  of  one  of  the  peers,  after  the 

acted  upon  it  in  their  own  court.  prisoner  bad  wei^od  his  objeolion.    Yet  it 

In  Sacbeverell's  ease  (just  cited  for  another  wu  thought  pr«p«r,  as  a  matter  of  course  and 
purpose)  the  Earl  of  Nottingham  demanded  of  right,  tht  the  judges  should  stale  the  quss- 
whether  he  might  not  propose  a  question  df  tion  pot  (•  them  in  the  open  court,  and  in  pre- 
law to  the  judges  mcpmeoMrt.  Itwasagreed  lence  </  the  prisoner  and  that  in  the  same 
to ;  and  the  judges  gave  their  answer  m  open  open  manner,  and  in  the  same  presenoe,  their 
vowtt  though  this  was  after  verdict  given:  snswer  should  be  delivered. 
And  in  consequence  of  the  advantage  aflbrded  Your  committeo  concludes  their  precedents, 
to  the  primmer  in  hearmg  t/u  opuiam  of  the  begun  under  Lord  NaUingham  and  ended 
judges,  he  was  thereupon  enabled  to  move  io  under  Lord  BarAdtke.  They  are  of  opinion, 
arreet  of  judgmsot.  that  a  body  of  preoedeats  so  imiform,  so  ai^ 

The  next  precedent  which  year  conuaitlee  eordant  with  principle,  made  in  such  times,  and 

finds  of  a  question  put  by  the  lords,  sittisg  at  a  under  the  authority  of  a  auooession  of  such 

court  of  judicature,  to  the  judges  pending  the  great  men,  ought  not  to  have  been  departed 

trial,  was  in  the  90ih  of  George  the  Saoond ;  firom.    The  single  precedent  Io  the  contrary, 

when  Lord  Balmerino,  who  was  tried  on  an  to  which  your  oommlitee  has  alluded  above, 

indictment  for  high  treason,  havisg  raisnd  a  vras  on  the  trial  of  the  Dutchess  of  Kingston, 

doubt,  whether  the  evidence  proved  him  to  he  in  the  reign  of  his  present  majesty.    But  in 

at  the  place  amigned  for  ihe  overt  act  of  trea-  that  inMance^  the  reasons  of  ihe  judges  were,  by 

son  on  the  day  laid  in  .he  'aidictmenU    The  order  of  the  House,  delivered  in  writing,  and 

point  was  argued  at  the  bar  by  the  counsel  for  entered  at  length  on  the  journals ;  so  that  the 

the  crown  in  die  primnor's  presence,  and  for  legal  principle  of  Ihe  decision  is  oquaHv  to  be 
Vol.  IU.-«                                       Y 
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IboDdiWhieliUnottliocaMiQaDjoiieiMtinM  jndget  are  oliMyt  done  in  pablie."    Hmm 

of  liie  prewnl  unpeachmenL  jodgen  (aa  ahonld  be  remenbarad,  to  chair 

The  Earl  of  Nottinghami  in  Loid  Com-  laating  honour)  did  not  thilik  it  daragatoiy 

waliia'a  caae,  oonceiTed,  lhoa|;h  it  waa  proper  (ram  their  dimity,  nor  from  their  duty  lo  dM 

and  agreeable  to  juatiooi  that  thia  mode  of  put*  Houae  of  Loida,  to  take  aueh  meaaorea  oan> 

ting  queationa  to  the  judgea,  and  receiving  eeming  the  publicity  of  their  reaolntionB,  as 

their  anawer  in  public,  was  not  aupported  by  ahould  aecure  them  from  auapicioo.    They 

former  precedenta :    But,  he  thought,  a  book  kntw  that  the  mere  ciicumatanoe  of  privacy 

of  authNxity  had  dedaiid  in  favour  of  thia  in  a  judicature,  where  any  publicity  ia  in  un, 

oourse.    Your  committee  ia  very  aenaiUe,  that  tends  to  beget  auapieion  and  jeahMisj.    Tour 

antecedent  to  the  great  period  to  which  they  committee  ia  of  opinion,  that  the  bononrabla 

refer,  there  are  instancm  of  queationa  having  policy   of  avoiding  auapidaa,   fay  avoiding 

been  pot  to  the  jodgea  privately.    But  %ve  6nd  privacy,  is  not  lesaened  by  any  thing 


the  printipU  of  publicity  (whatever  variationa  exists  in  the  preaent  timai  and  in  the  pra» 

from  it  there  m  ight  be  in  practice)  to  have  been  sent  trial. 

80  dearly  established  at  a  mors  early  period,        Your  oommiitee  haa  here  to  remark,  thai 

that  all  the  judgea  of  England  resolved,  in  this  learned  judge  seemed  lo  think  the 


Lord  Morley*s  trial,  in  the  year  1666,  (about  of  Lord  Aodley    [Caatlehaveii]   to  be 

twelve  years  before  the  obaei  ration  of  Lord  againat  him,  than  in  truth  it  waa.    The  pr^ 

Kottingfaam,)  on  a  si^^mnfioii,  IhaL  tht  tnei  cedents  were  aa  lUlow:  The  opinioDS  of  the 

afcouU  6e  aOwUff  eondndmiy  €md  tht  tarda  judgea  were  taken  three  timea.  The  fint  lima 

ncM  to  tki  chambtr  ^pariiamtwt  iocotmUt  on  by  die  attorney-general  at  8erjeant*s  Inn,  an* 

Aar  viriUtf  that  even  in  th^  caae  (much  tocedent  to  the  trial — the  last  Ume,  after  the 

Mronger  fhsji  the  obaervation  of  your  commit*  peers  had  retired  to  consult  on  their  veitiict^* 

tee  requires  for  its  support)  if  their  opinions  the  middle  time,  wa$  during  ike  triti  ittiff 

ahould  then  be  demandbd  by  the  peers,  for  the  and  here  the  opinion  waa  taken  in  open  comt, 

tofonnalion  of  iheir  private  conscience,  yet  agreeably  lo  what  your  committee  contenda  to 

they  determined  ihat  they  ahould  be  given  in  have  been  the  usage  ever  ainoe  diis  Teooluim 

public.    This  resolution  is  in  itself  so  solemn,  of  the  judges.     What*  waa  done  befere  aeeaa* 

and  is  so  boUomed  on  oonstitmional  prin-  ed  to  have  paaaed  aub  ailentio,  and  poaaibly 

t^»le,  and  legal  policy,  that  your  committee  through  mere  inadvertenoe. 

have  thought  fit  to  inaert  it  verbatim,  in  their  Your  committee  observes,  that  the  pieeo- 

report,  as  they  relied  upon  it  at  the  bar  of  the  denia  by  diem  leiied  on,  were  fiimished  fimn 

court,  when  they  contended  for  the  same  times  in  which  the  judicial  proceedings  in  par- 

P<iMic>*y-  liament,  and  m  all  our  courts,  had  obtained  a 

« It  was  rssolved.  That  in  oase  the  peers  very  regular  form.    They  were  furnished  at  a 

who  are  triers,  afUrthe  evidenct  ^oen,  md  tht  period  in  which  Justice  Blackstone  remarka 

friaontr  letfUnwm,  ami  th^  g—»  lo  omuuK  ^  dwt  mors  kwa  were  passed,  of  importance  to 

As  oertiicC,  ahould  desire  to  speak  with  any  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject,  than 

the  judges,  tohavetheiropinionupociany  point  in  any  other.    These  precedents  lean  aH  one 

of  law,  that  if  the  lord  steward  apoketouaio  way,  and  carry  no  marks  of  aoeommodatioo  16 

fo,  we  should  go  to  them.   But  when  Iht  lords  the  variable  apiritofthe  times,  and  of  political 

B*ed  us  any  question,  we  should  not  d«Uvcv  oocasioas.  They  are  the  same  before  and  after 

any  private  opinion ;  but  let  them  know,  ^  the  revolution.    They  are  the  aame  thrau^ 

wm>  noi  to  tldiver  a^  priu^  opuutm  wUhm  five  reigns.    The  great  men  who  presided  ia 

cMiArvfiM  uiitkihBrulo/the  juH9e$,  onri  Mai  the  tribunals  which  furnished  those  examples, 

tobodono  opeoly  m  eouri;  and  thia  {nattmth-  w«re  in  opposite  political  mterests,   but  ail 

Hmtdini  tht  preesdoU  tn  the  caae  if  tho  Earl  of  dist'oguished  for  their  abUity,  integrity,  and 

CaatUfHn47i)  fffos  thought  pntdttu,  m  regard  qf  leamuig. 

ouraaUy*.  ni  uM  ae  for  the  uvouUng  auapieum  TU  Eari  of  Nottingham,  wh<^  was  the  frsC 

whkh  nvAl  gnm  bg  yietar  ofmuona-^ALL  on  the  ^meh  to  promulgate  this  publicity  as  a 

reaobuiuna  ofjudgat  being  ALIVAYS  dam  role,  haa i»ileft  us  to  seek  the  principle  ia 

»» 2**^-".       .     ,.  the  case  :  That  very  learned  man  oonsiden 

The  judges  m  this  rssolution  overruled  the  the  publicity  of  ike  questions  and  answsra  aa 

authority  of  the  precedent,  which  militated  a  matter  of  juxtfj*.  «,^  'fjuttictfavtmreMo  ia 

against  the  whole  spirit  of  their  place  and  pio>  thepriaouor.    In  the  can  of  Mr.  Hasf  mca,  the 

fession.    Their  declaration  was  without  re-  prisoner's  counsel  did  not  join  your  committeo 

■arveor^eiception»  that  ''oflrssohitionsof  the  m  their  endeavouca  to  obiain  the  puhliciiy  we 
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ieiundad.    TVieir  reuoM  wa  can  only  coi^  in  this  report  vm  w\uA\y  drawn  from  proce«d- 

)eeture.    Bat  your  mamigere,  acik^  for  this  inge  in  that  kind  of  oourt.    Only  two  are  citod, 

Howe,  wero  not  the  lea  bound  lo  «ee  that  which  are  fumuhed  fiom  a  court  constituted 

tlw  due  parliamentary  counie  dboold  be  pw^  in  the  manner  auppoeed.    The  rest  were  in 

aaed,  efen  when  it  is  raostiaTOurabto  to  those  l|rials  by  all  the  peera,  and  not  by  a  jury  of 

whom  they  impeach.    If  it  should  answer  the  peeis  with  sn  high  stewud. 
purposes  of  one  prisoner  to  waive  the  rights        AAer  kmg  discussions  withthe  peers  on  this 

which  belong  to  all  prisonevs,  it  was  the  duty  subject,  *'  The  lords  committees  in  a  oonfefw 

«f  your  roansgers  to  protect  those   generml  enoe  told  them  (the  Committee  of  this  House, 

nsMs  against  that  particular  prisoner.    It  was  appointed  to  a  eon&mce  on  the  maUer]  that 

itill  more  their  duty  to  endeavour,  thst  their  the  high  steward  is  but  speaker  pro  tempore, 

ewn  questions  should  not  be  erroneously  stafe-  and  giveth  his  vote  as  weU  as  the  other  lords: 

ed,  or  eases  put  which  Taried  from  those  which  This  changeth  not  the  nature  of  the  court 

they  argued,  or  opinions  given  in  a  manner  not  And  the  lords  declared,  that  they  ha?e  power 

supported  by  the  spirit  of  our  bws  and  institiK  enough  to  proceed  to  trial,  though  the  king 

tions,  or  by  analogy  with  the  practioe  of  all  shouU  not  mrae  an  high  steward.''    On  the 

nor  courts.  aune  day,  <*  It  is  declared  and  ordered,  by  the 

Your  committee,  much  in  the  daik  about  a  lords  spiritual  and  tempoial  in  parliament  a»- 

matter,  in  which  it  was  so  neeeaniy  that  they  semfaled,  that  the  office  of  hi|^  stewani  on  ' 

should  raeeiTe  every  light,  have  heard,  that  in  trials  of  peen  upon  impeachments  k  not  nece»> 

debating  this  matter  abroad,  it  hss  been  ob-  aaiy  to  the  House  of  Peers— but  that  lor^ 

jeeted,  that  many  of  the  precedents  on  which  may  preosed  in  such  trials,  if  an  high  stewani 

w«  most  relied  were  furnished  in  the  oonrls  of  is  not  sppointed,  aeoordtng  to  their  humble 


the  lord  high  steward,  and  not  in  trials  where    desirs." 

the  peers  were  judges ;  and  that  the  lord  high        To  put  the  matter  oat  of  all  doubt,  and  to 


steward  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  retire    remove  al  jeakmsy  on*die  part  of  the  Com- 
vrith  the  juror  peers,  the  judges*  opinkms,  from    mons,  theoommissionof  the  lord  high  stewani 


necessity,  not  fSrom  equity  to  the  parties,  were    was  then  ahered.    Theee  rights,  contended  for 
given  before  that  magistrate.  by  the  Conmnns  in  their  impeachments,  and 


Tour  conmiittee  thinks  it  soaicely  possible,  admitted  by  the  peers,  were  asserted  in  the 

thar  the  lords  oouU  be  influenced  by  such  a  proceedings  preparatoiy  to  the  trial  of  Loni 

feeble  argument    For,  admitting  the  ftct  to  Stafford,  in  which  that  long  cham  of  uniform 

have  been  as  supposed,  there  is  no  sort  of  ren*  precedents,  with  regard  to  the  publicity  of  the 

son  why  so  uniform  a  course  of  precedents,  in  judges'  opinions  in  trials,  begins, 
a  legal  court,  composed  of  a  peer  for  jw^,        For  these  last  citations,  and  some  of  the  re- 

and  peers  for  triers    a  couisese  favourable  to  marin,  your  ooouniltee  are  indebted  to  the 

mil  parties  and  to  equal  justice— -a  course  in  learned  and  upright  Justice  Poster.     They 

concurrence  with  the  precedure  of  all  our  other  have  compared  them  with  the  journals,  and  find 

eourts,  should  not  have  the  greatest  authority  them  oorreet.    The  same  eicellent  author  pn^ 

ever  their  practice  in  every  trial  before  the  oecds  to  demooslrate  that  friiatover  he  says  of 

•Mr  bodfif  of  the  peerage.  trials  by  impeachment  is  equally  applicable  to 

The  Earl  of  Nottingham,  wiw  acted  as  trials  before  the  high  steward  on  indictment ; 

high  steward  in  one  of  theee  commissions,  cer-  and  oonsequenUy  that  there  is  no  ground  for  a 

tainiy  knew  what  he  was  saying.    He  gave  distinction,  with  regard  to  the  puUic  dedara- 

no  such  reason.    His  argument  for  the  pub*  tion  of  the  judges'  opinions,  founded  on  the 

licity  of  the  judges'  opinions,  did  not  turn  at  inapplicability  of  either  of  these  canes  to  the 

all  on  the  nature  of  his  court,  or  of  his  office  other.    The  argument  on  this  whole  nmlter  is 

in  that  court    It  rested  on  the  equity  of  the  so  satisfactory,  that  your  committee  has  an- 

principle,  and  on  the  foir  dealing  due  to  the  neied  it  at  large  to  the  report '^    As  there 

prisoner.  is  no  difference  in  fact  between  these  trials 

Lord  Somers  was  in  no  such  court ;  yet  his  (especially  since  the  act  which  provides  that 

declaration  is  full  as  strong.    He  does  not  iiH  all  the  peers  shall  be  summoned  to  the  trial 

deed  argue  the  point,  as  tibe  Eail  of  Netting-  of  a  peer)  so  there  is  no  difference  in  the 

ham  did  when  he  considered  it  ib  a  new  case,  reason  and  principle  of  the  pnbKci^,  let  the 

Lord  Somen  considers  it  as  a  point  quite  set-  matter  of  the  steward's  jurisdicthm  be  as  it 

tied    and  no  kmger  standing  in  need  of  being  mny. 
•Bpported  by  reason  or  precedent 

But  it  is  a  mistake  that  the  precedents  stated  e  See  the  Appendix,  Ho.  U 
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ypm  ihtrecard,  and  so eontimiad  b  (he  nigM 

FUBLICf  TY  GENERAL.  of  Ed.  I.  and  Ed.  H.  and  then  there  was  do  i 

oT  repons ;  but  in  the  reign  of  Ed.  III.  (i 

Tour  committee  do  not  find  anj  poeitive  the  law  was  in  its  height,)  the  causes  and 

law  which  binds  the  judges  of  the  courts  in  sons  of  judgments,  in  respect  of  the  miiltinkla 

Westminster  Hall  publicly  to  gi?e  a  reasoned  of  them,  arc  not  setdown  in  the  record,  but  then 

opinion  from  the  bench,  in  support  of  their  the  ^reofeandilt  and  reperfera^  costs  (ocftam 

judgment  upon  matters  that  are  stated  before  grave  and  sad  men)  published  the  cases,  md 

them.    But  the  course  hath  prevailed  from  the  tht  rmmim  and  emim$  of  the  judememtM  or  r«s- 

oidest  times.    It  hath  been  so  general  and  so  bUumM^  which,  from  the  beginning  of  die  reign 

uniform,  that  it  must  be  considered  as  the  law  of  Ed.  III.  and  since,  we  have  in  print.    B« 

of  the  land.    It  has  prevailed,  so  far  as  we  can  these  mlwt,  though  of  great  credit  and  eicelht 

disco\'er,  not  onlv  in  all  the  courts  which  now  use  in  iheir  kind,  yet/or  imdcnieeriA  Urn  onChs- 

ezist,  whether  o^  law  or  wjuity,  but  in  those  riiy  of  tU  parliamttU  roOs,  nptr^  tkt  neft, 

which  have  been  suppressed  or  disused,  such  JmigmmttfmdrtteltttittfnM  ^Uut  higkeal  eamt," 

as  the  court  of  wards  and  the  star  chamber.  Reports,  though  of  a  kind  leai   authsoUc 

An  author,  quoted  by  Rushworth,  speaking  of  than  the  year  bookt  to  which  Coke  alludes,  have 

the  constitution  of  that  chamber,  says,  "  And  continued  without  inierruptMii  to  the  time  in 

so  it  was  resolved,  6y  1^  >idf«s,  en  rc^irenav  whichweKve.    liMvrellkn'twn,  that  the els- 

wutde  to  tkem;€md  their  epbuimtqfim'dtSbgnit  n^ntary  treatisfs  of  law,  and  the  dogoMlieal 

kBoring, and  mem ^fanmr  ynoidaU^  wa» pub^  treatises  of  English  jurisprudsooe,  whether 

luhedin  epeneeurt.**    It  appean  elsewhere  in  they  appear   uml^."  the  names  of  iastitalss, 

the  same  compiler,  that  all  their  proceedings  digests,  or  commob-ajries,  do  not  rest  en  tfM 

were  ptiblic,  even  in  deliberating  previous  to  authority  of  the  su|»f  v«io  power,  like  the  books 

judgment  called  the  institute,  d\i^\  code,  and  antheoiia 

,  The  judges  in  thei/ reasonings  have  always  collations  in  the  Roman  law.    With  as,  dQ»> 

been  used  toobserve  on  the  arguments  emphiy-  trinal  booksof  that  descriptioa  have  Uttleor  an 

ed  by  the  counsel  on  either  smIs  ;  and  on  the  authority,  other  than  as  they  are  mpported  by 

authorities  cited  by  them,  assigning  the  grounds  the  adjudged  cases  and  reasons  given  at  oos 

for  rejectfaig  the  authorities  which  they  reject,  timeorother  from  the  bench ;  and  to  these  thqr 

or  for  adopting  those  to  which  they  adhere,  or  constsntly  refer.   This  appears  in  C<die*s  Insti* 

ibr  a  diflerent  construction  of  law,  according  tutes,  in  ComyiM*s  Digest,  and  in  all  books  of 

to  the  occasion.    This  publicity,  not  only  of  that  nature.    To  give  judgment  privately  is  to 

decision  but  of  deliberation,  is  not  confined  to  put  an  end  to  reports;  and  lo  put  an  end  to  re* 

their  several  courts,  whether  of  hiw  or  equity,  ports,  is  to  put  an  end  lo  the  law  of  England, 

whether  above,  or  at  nisi  prius,  but  it  prevails  It  was  fortunate  for  the  oonstitutioaof  this  king> 

where  they  are  assembled  in  the  exchequer  dom,  that  in  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  capt 

chamber,  or  at  Seijeani's  Inn,  or  wherever  of  ship  money,  tho  judges  did  not  then  venUirs 

matters  oome  before  the  judges  collecthrely  for  to  depart  from  tlie  antient  course.    They  gave 

consultation  and  revision.    It  seems  to  your  and  theyarguedtheir  judgment  in  open  court.* 

eommiilee  to  be  roouMed  in  the  essential  finume  Their  reasooi  were  publicly  giveit,  and  iJw 

and  constitution  of  British  judicature.    Your  reasons  assigned  for  their  judgmeut  took  avay 

committee  conceives,  that  the  Engli^  juris-  ail  its  authority.    The  great  historiaix  l«4r4 

prudence  has  not  any  other  sure  foundation.  Clarendon,  at  that  period  a  young  lawyer,  has 

nor  consequently  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  told  us,  that  the  juUgus  gave  as  J»w  froni  tiia 

subject  any  sure  hold,  but  in  the  maxims,  rules,  bench  what  every  man  m  the  h.Ul  knew  uot  u> 

and  principles,  and  juridical  traditionary  line  bo  law. 

of  decisions  oontained  in  the  notes  taken,  and  This  publicity,  and  this  mode  of  attending 

from  time  to  time  published,  (mostly  under  the  the  decision  with  iu  grounds,  is  observed  not 

sanction  of  the  judges,)  called  reports  ouly  in  the  tribunals  where  the  judges  preside 

In  the  early  periods  of  the  law  it  appears  to  in  a  judicial  capacity  mdividually  or  oollectivo- 

your  oommiitee,  that  a  course  still  better  had  ly,  but  where  they  are  consulted  by  the  peers, 

been  pursued,  but  grounded  on  the  same  prin-  on  the  law  in  all  writa  of  trraur  brought  from 

ciples ;  and  that  no  other  cause  than  the  mul-  below.    In  the  opinion  they  give  of  the  mal- 
tiplicity  of  business  prevented  its  continuance. 

"r^*"'l*"'  '*"!  ^"^  ^  ^"^'l  *?."*"•  •  This  }n  confined  to  the  judldal  ontalens  in 

of  difficulties,  either  crimmal  or  civil,  the  reth  Hambden's  case.    It  does  not  (ake  In  all  tha 

eoHt  andjemieee  of  the  judgment  were  set  down  azua- judicial  qiMoionib 
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tar  Mdfn^l  ra  trroar,  ono  at  least  of  Hm  The  Hoor?  dio  thc^rwia  rrnoWn  tiatrSf  into  a 
ioclges  ar^uM  tha  quaatiooa  at  large.  He  fimmilter,  from  which  th«  Earl  of  Vialioway, 
«r;|iM»  tK«m  pMblidj,  though  in  the  chamber  on  Iho  £9th  of  the  saiD»  month,  reported  aa 
«f  pariiaraeat ;  and  in  such  a  manner  that  fuUowa:  •<  That  the  Home  haa,  in  the  trial  of 
every  ;c>roiarwr,  practitiimer,  or  student  of  Warren  Hastings,  £ai)uire,  proceeded  in  a 
the  las-}  ^s  well  as  the  parties  to  the  suit,  may  regular  course  in  the  manner  of  propounding 
Isam  tho  opinions  of  all  the  judges  of  all  the  thvir  questiom  to  the  judges  in  the  chamber 
«0Qrt9  tfpon  those  points,  in  which  the  judges  U  parliam««*t,  and  in  receiving  their  answeni 
ID  oue  o>tvt  might  be  misUiken.  to  them  in  the  same  place.*'  Tbp  resolution 
Your  rx>mKiittee  is  of  opinion,  that  nothing  was  agreed  tO'by  the  lords ;  but  the  protest  (as 
better  coiikl  be  deyised  by  human  wisdom  below)*  was  entered  thereupon,  and  support- 
then,  arguod  judgments  publicly  delivered,  for  ed  by  etrong  arguments, 
preserrisig  unbroken  the  /rest  traditionary  Your  commiuee  remark,  that  this  resolu- 
body  of  the  law,  and  ibr  marking,  whilst  diat  tion  states  only,  that  the  House  had  proceeded 
great  body  remained  unaltered,  every  varia-  in  this  secret  manner  of  propounding  questions 
tion  in  the  application  and  thiD  vtmstruction  of  to  the  judges,  and  of  receiving  theur  answers 
particdar  parts;  for  pointing  out  the  ground  of  during  the  trial,  and  on  matters  of  debate  br- 
each variation ;  and  for  enab^iit^  the  learned  tween  the  parties,  <*  in  a  regular  course."  It 
of  the  bar  and  ail  intelligent  laymen  to  dis-  does  not  assert  that  another  course  would  not 
tingaiah  those  changes  oiade  (or  the  advance-  have  been  at  regular.  It  does  not  state  either 
nent  of  a  more  solki,  eqttilaUe,  and  aub^n- 
tial  justice,  aooording  to  the  variable  natore  •  D^MnHmt. 

of  human  a&irs,  a  progressive  experience,  IsL   Because,  by  consulting  the  Judges  out 

and  the   improvement  of  moral  phOosophy,  of  court  In  the  absence  of  the  oartlM,  and  with 

?       !»:       ull I-.-  ^...^  ;•  •«•  #77kl  "but  Uoors,  we  have  deviated  from  the  mo«t  ap- 

fiom  those  hazardous  changes  m  any  of  the  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  unlnierrupced,  pnicUceTf 

■Btient  opuions  and  deeistons,  which  may  gyove  a  century  and  a*  half,  and  eeublisbad  a 

arise  from  ignorance,  from  levity,  from  iabd  precedent  not  only  destruccive  of  the  juttice  due 

re6nement,  ftoma  spirit  of  innovation,  or  from  » th«  parties  at  our  bar,  but  materially  Injuriow 

■vumwicnt,               |  ^ u.I»;iuiJ-  t*^  thc  fighla  of  the  community  at  large,  who  in 

Other  motives,  of  a  nature  not  more  justifiaUo.  ^^  of  Impeachments  are  more  peculiarly  In- 

Your  eoramittee,  finding  this  coarse  of  poo-  terested  that  all  proceedings  of  this  high  court 

eeedins  to  be  conoordam  with  the  character  of  parliament  should  be  open  and  exposed,  tike 

and  sDuUof  onr  iudicial  proceeding, continued  «"  «her  courts  of  josticc,  to  public  observation 

ana  spiruoi  ^^"^  J'*'rJ~  P™™V^  and  commer.i,  In  order  that  no  coven  and  prl- 

fiomtime  immemorial,  supported  by  argwneats  ^^^  practices  should  defeat  the  great  ends  of 

of  sound   theory,  and  conirmed  by  effects  publte  justice, 

hiifhiy  beneficial,  could  not  see  without  uneasi-  9d|y.  Because,  from  private  opinions  of  the 

ness  in  this  creat  trial  for  Indian  offences,  a  J."*'S»"»  "l»»  F'^V®  siatemenis,  which  the  par- 

ness,  m  uiia  grw  *'"~.'"*^ ."*"■".       ., '  ties  have  neither  heard  nor  seen,  grounds  of  a 

narked  innovation.    Against  their  reiterated  decision  will  be  obtained,  wbteh  must  Inevitably 

Tsquests,  remoostrances,  and  protestatioai,  itie  aflfeci  the  cause  at  issue  at  our  bar ;  this  mode 

oninions  of  the  judsea  wero  always  taken  se-  of  proceeding  seems  to  be  a  violation  of  the  first 

7:.. I.,      TLT^  tJL^m  MMtitntiMial  Dublteitv  principle  of  Justice,  Inasmuch  as  we  then;'./ 

credy.    Not  only  the  conatitutiooal  puwioty  f^^^^  k^^  ^f^^^^  ^^^  opinions  of  the  judgo-  ic 

•for   whidi  we  contend  was  reiuseo  lotne  our  private  statement ;  and  through  the  m?uium 

request  and  entre^  of  your  oooamitteo ;  but  of  our  subsequent  deciafoii  we  iranafer  the  ef- 

when  a  noUe  peer,  on  the  S4th  of  June  1789,  feci  of  those  opinions  to  the  panics,  who  have 

J.J  . ™irj— u«i  «ii.t  li«  wniiU  thm  been  deprived  of  the  right  and  adrantago  of 

did  m  open  court  declaro,  that  he  would  then  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^  unintend- 

propose  some  questions  to  the  judges  m  that  ^d,  transmuuttons  of  the  point  at  issue, 
place,  and  hoped  to  receive  their  answer  open-  sdlv.  Because  the  prisoners  who  may  bare- 
ly, aeoonling  to  the  approved  good  customs  after  have  the  misfortune  lo  sund  at  our  bar  win 
e  urV\l!i  Zjt  ...k-.  — IL-    A^i^^,  tfirt*ni-  be  depr  ved  of  that  consolation  which  the  lord 
of  that  and  of  other  oourt»-the  lords  insunl-  ^      h  ^^^  Nottingham  conveyed  to  the  prl- 

ly  put  a  stop  to  the  further  proceedmg  by  an  ^^^  j^^^  CornwiUlis,  vts.  "  That  the  lords 

immediate  adjournment  to  the  chamber  of  par-  have  that  tender  regard  of  a  prisoner  at  the  bar, 

liament.    Upon  this  adjownment  we  find,  by  that  they  will  not  suffer  a  case  to  be  put  in  his 

L  lords'  jJunLl.,lhJ^Ho,s«,onbemg  t^/'^^'^tTd." ''""^'^  "'''"''''  ^'"  ^'  *  ' 

resumed,  ordered,  that  "  it  shoiJd  resolve  4ihry,  Because  unususl  mystery  and  sectecy 

itself  wi^'  n  comnuttee  of  the  whole  House,  In  our  ioriicial  proceedings  must  tend  either  m 

on  M«i-*4/  next,  to  take  into  oonsideraUon  dtocredu  the  apuifaiof  the  prisoner,  or  render 

VH  m^uwr./        1                f  «.-4i««  «,.^»;««.  the  justice  of  his  uonuemnation  doubtful, 

what  is  tho  proper  manner  of  putUng  questions  «'  j**  »"      poRCHEtiTER 

by  the  lords  to  the  judges,  and  of  their  an-  SUFFOLK  AND  BBRKBHlBSi 

iwtriag  the  same  in  judicial  proosediDgs.**  L0UOHB0R0UO& 


604  REPORT  FROM  THE  OOMftOTTBB  APPOINTED 

judieia]  eonvenianoe,  principle,  or  body  of  fir^  daneo  u  they  ftro  (urnbhaJ  with  frOB 
cedenufbr  ihatm^wliirofmnw.  Nonchbody  tourcot  of  atttheiiticity,  and  which  in  their 
of  precedents  appear  on  the  journal  that  we  jadgneiit,  aided  by  the  best  adTice  they  cooid 
could  diaoover.  Seven-aiid-twenty,  at  leaeti  obtaini  is  possessed  of  a  moral  aptitude  jo- 
in a  regular- series,  are  direcdy  oooCrary-  to  ridically  to  prove  or  lo  illustrate  the  case 
this  regular  course.  Since  the  era  of  the  iriiich  the  House  had  giveo  theoi  in  cfaafgc 
f9th  of  June  1789,  no  one  question  has  been 
admitted  to  go  pjublicly  to  the  judgOT.  MODE  OF   PUTTING    THE    Q,UES- 

This  determined  and  sjrstematic  privacy  TIONS. 

was  the  moro  alarming  to  your  committee,  b»- 

cause  the  questions  did  not  (escept  in  that  When  your  committee  came  to  ezamins 
ease)  originate  from  the  lords  for  ihe  direction  into  those  private  opinions  of  the  judges,  they 
cA  (heir  own  conscience.  These  questions,  found,  to  their  no  small  concern,  that  the  mods 
n  y)mt  material  instances,  were  not  made  or  both  of  potting  the  questions  to  the  judges, 
allowed  by  the  parties  at  the  bar,  nor  settled  and  their  answers,  was  still  more  unusual  and 
in  open  court,  but  differed  ouUerially  from  unprecedented  than  the  privacy  widi  wluda 
what  your  managers  contended  was  the  true  those  questions  were  given  and  resolved, 
suce  of  the  question,  as  put  and  argued  by  This  mode  strikes,  as  we  apprehend,  at  the 
them.    They  were  such  as  the  lords  thought     vital  privileges  of  the  House.    For  with  the 

proper  to  state  for  them.  Strong  remonslranoes  single  exception  of  the  first  question  put  U»  the 

produced  soroo  alteration  in  this  particular;  but  judfss  in   1788,  the  case  being  slated,  die 

even  afVer  these  remonstrances,  several  ques-  questions  are  raised  directly,  specifically,  and 

tions  were  made,  on  statements  which  the  map  by  name,  on  those  privileges;  that  is  vAot 

nagtfTS  never  made  nor  admitted.  cmdenec  is  it  etmg»«tentfor  ^  mamagtn  qf  libt 

Your  committee  does  not  know  of  ai^  pre-  HoumcfCommoiutoptroduet?   We  conceive, 

cedent  before  this,  in  which  the  peers,  on  a  that  it  was  not  proper,  norJuMtifiedbsf  tuing^ 

|Mx>posal  of  the  Commons,  or  of  a  less  weighty  jDreosdmt,  to  refer  to  the  judges  of  the  inferiour 

person  before  their  court,  to  have  the  cases  courts  any  queetion,  and  still  less  for  them  to 

publicly  referred  to  the  judges,  and  their  argu-  decide  in^  their  answer,  of  what  is  or  is  not 

ments  and  resdutions  delivered  in  their  pre-  competent  for  the  House  of  Commons,  or  for 

sence,  absolutely  refiised.  The  very  few  prece-  any  committee  acting  under  their  authority,  te 

dents  of  such  private  reference  on  trials,  have  do,  or  not  to  do,  in  any  instance  or  respect 

been  made,  as  we  have  observed  already,  sub  whatsoever.    This  new  and  unheard-of  oourm 

silentio,  and  without  any  observation  fitMU  the  can  have  no  other  effect  than  to  subject  to  the 

parties.    In  the  precedents  we  produce,  the  discretion  of  the  judges  the  law  of  parliament 

determination  is  accompanied  with  its  reasons,  and  the  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

and  the  publicity  is  considered  as  the  clear  un-  and  in  a  great  measure  the  judicial  privileges 

doubted  right  of  the  parties.  of  the  peers  themselves ;  any  intermeddling  in 

Your  committee,  using  their  best  diligence,  which  on  their  part,  we  conceive  to  be  a  <Uo- 

have  never  been  able  to  form  a  clear  opinion  gerous  and  unwarrantable  asnimptioo  of  power, 

upon  the  ground  and  principle  of  these  d»*  It  is  contrary  to  what  has  been  declared  by 

cisions.     The  mere  result  upon  each  case  d^  Lord  Coke  himself,  in  a  passage  before  qoot* 

cided  by  the  lords,  furnished  them  with  no  ed,  to  be  the  duty  of  the  judges:  and  to  what 

lig^t  from  any  ^principle,'  precedent,  or  fore-  thejudgesofformer  times  have  confessed  to  be 

gone  authority  of  law  or  reason,  to  guide  them  their  duty,  on  occasions  to  whidi  ho  refers  in 

wiih  regard  to  the  next  matter  of  evidence  the  time  of  Henry  the  Sixth.    And  we  are  of 

which  they  had  to  offer,  or  to  discriminate  what  opinion,  that  the  conduct  of  those  sages  of  the 

matter  ought  to  be  urged,  or  to  be  set  aside ;  law,  and  others  their  successors,  who  havs 

your  coniraiUee  not  being  able  to  divine,  who-  been  thus  diifidwtt  and  cautious  in  giving  their 

ther  the  particular  evidence,  which,  upon  a  opini(His  upon  matters  concerning  pariiament, 

ronjecturtd  principle,  tliey  might  choose  to  and  porticolariy  on  the  privileges  of  the  Hooso 

ab&r.don,  would  not  appear  to  this  House,  and  of  Commons,  was  laudable  in  the  example, 

to  the  judging  world  at  large,  to  be  admissible,  and  ought  u>  be  followed ;   particularly  tho 

4nd  possibly  decisive  proof.    In  these  straits  principles  cpon  which  the  judges  declined  19 

they  had  «ind  have  no  chdce,  but  either  wholly  give  their  opinions  in  the  year  1614.    It  ap* 

to  abandon  the  prosecution,and  of  consequence  pears  by  the  journals  of  tho  lords,  that  a  qoet- 

to  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  this  tion  concerning  the  law  relative  to  impositiiAt 

House,  or  to  bring  forward  such  matter  of  evi-  having  been  put  lo  the  judges,  the  proceeding 


TO  mSPKCT  THE  UOBDff  JOURNALS,                        605 

was  ts  follows :«  Whether  the  lords,  the  judgM,  m  adjoumaBent.'*     The  lord  high  stewwd 

sball  be  heard  deliTor  their  opinion  touching  the  doubled  of  his  power  to  adjourn  the  court. 

point  of  impoeitiona,  beibre  further  considera-  The  ease  was  evidently  new,  and  bis  grace 

tion  be  had  of  answer  to  be  returned  to  the  proposed  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  judges 

bwer  House,  concerning  the  message  from  them  upon  it.    The  judges,  in  consequence,  offer- 

lately  received/'    Whereupon  die  number  of  ii^  to  withdraw  into  the  exchequer  chamber, 

the  lords,  requiring  to  hear  the  judges' opinions  lord  Falcooberg  "  insisted  that  the  question 

by  saying  "  oontenl,"  exceeding  the  others  ooocemed  the  privilege  of  the  peerage  only, 

which  said  "  non  eantait,^*  the   lords,  the  and  oooeeived  that  the/udSgef  or*  not  eoneerned 

judges,  so  desiring  were  permitted  to  withdraw  to  mako  €m^  doUrmmabtM  m  tiuU  maUer;  ami 

themselves  into  the  lord  chanoellour's  private  heaag  tudi  a  point  <^phaUgOi  eertainfy  the  iaff 


rooms ;  where  having  remained  a  while,  and  ad-  fioMr  cowrU  have  no  right  to  ddermino  itJ'    It 

vised  together,  they  returned  into  the  House,  was  insisted,  therefore,  that  the  lonls  triers 

and  having  taken  their  places,  and  standing  should  retire  with  the  judges.    The  loid  higfa 

discovered,  did  by  the  mouth  of  the  lord  chidT  steward  thought  differently,  and  opposed  thii 

justice  of  the  king's  bench,  humbly  desire  to  be  motion ;  but  £iding  the  other  opinion  generally 

forborne  af  this  time,  in  thia  place,  to  deliver  prevalent,  he  gave  way,  and  the  lords  triers 

any  opinion  in  this  case,  Ibr^many  weighty  retired,  taking  the  judges  to  their  consult, 

and  important  reasons,  which  his  lordship  de-  When  th^judges  returned,  they  delivered  their 

livered  with  great  gravity  and  eloquence ;  coiH  opinion  in  opon  court.     Lord  chief  justice 

duding,  that  himself  and  his  brethren  are  upon  Horbnrt  spoke  for  himself  and  the  rest  of  the 

particulars  in  juiicial  course  to  speak  and  judge  judges.    After  observing  on  the  novelty  of  the 

between  the  king's  majesty  aiid  hia  people,  case,  with  a  temperate  and  becoming  reserve 

and  likewise  between  his  lii^aeas's  stibjects,  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  parliaments,  he 

and  in  no  case  to  be  disputants  on  any  side."  marked  out  the  limits  of  the  office  of  the  infe- 

Your  committee  do  not  find  any  thing  which,  riour  judges  on  such  occasions,  and  declared, 

through  inadvertence  or  design,  had  a  tendency  **  All  Ihett  we,  thejudgUt  can  do^itto  aequaint 

to  subject  the  law  and  course  of  parliament  to  jfonr  gram  and  the  noUe  lordo  what  the  law  u  in 

the  opinions  of  the  judges  of  the  inferiour  the  infenaur  cowrie  in  caeee  of  Uw  like  nature^ 

courts,  from  that  period  until  the  first  of  James  and  the  reason  of  the  law  in  those  points,  and 

the  Second.    The  trial  of  Lord  Dolamere  for  then  learn  the  jwiadwtion  of  the  court  to  it»  pre 

high  treason  was  had  by  special  commission  per  judgment.**    The  chief  justice  concluded 

before  the  lord  high  steward :  It  was  before  his  statement  of  the  usage  bek>w,  and  his  ob- 

the  act  which  directs  that  ofi  peers  should  be  servaticnis  on  the  difference  of  the  cases  of  a 

summoned  to  such  trials.    This  was  not  a  peer  tried  b  full  parliament,  and  by  a  special 

trial  in  full  parliament,  in  which  case  it  was  commission,  in  this  manner:  "  Upon  the  whole 

then  contended  for,  that  the  lord  high  steward  matter,  my  lords,  whether  the  .peers,  being 

was  the  judge  of  the  law,  presiding  in  the  court,  judges  in  the  one  and  not  in  the  other  instance, 

but  had  no  vote  in  the  verdict;  and  that  the  alters  the  case,  or  whether  the  reason  of  the 

lords  were  triers  (mly,  and  had  no  vole  in  the  law  in  inferiour  courts,  why  the  jury  are  not 

judgment  of  the  law.    This  was  looked  on  as  permitted  to  separate  until  they  have  discharg- 

the  course,  where  the  trial  was  not  in  full  par*  ed  themselves  of  their  verdict,  may  hare  any 

liament,  in  which  latter  case,  ihera  was  no  influence  on  this  case,  loAtf's  that  reaeon  eeeme 

doubt  but  that  the  lord  high  steward  made  a  to  fail,  the  prisoner  being  to  be  tried  by  men 

part  of  tlie   body  of  the  triers,  and  that  the  ofunquestionablelMNiour,  wscowuX/freiumsso 

whole  House  was  the  judge.***     In  this  cause,  far  ae  to  make  an^  dstcmiuwtfion,m  a  case  whidi 

after  the  evidence  for  the  crown  had  been  clos-  u  both  nev  to  uM,  and  <if  great  ooneequenee  in  it- 

ed,  the  prisoner  prayed  the  court  to- adjourn,  edf;  hut  think  it  the  proper  way  for  tie,  having 

The  lord  high  steward  doubted  bis  power  to  laid  matters  as  we  conceive  tlicm  before  your 

take  that  step  in  that  stajve  of  the  trial ;  and  grace  and  my  k)rds,  to  tubmit  thejuriedietion  ^f 

the  question   was,  **  Whether,  the  trial  not  jreur  mon  aawt  to  your  own  detarmintionJ'' 

being  in  full  parliament,  when  the  prisoner  is  It  appears   to  jrour  committee,  that   tho 

upon  his  trial,  and  evidence  for  the  king   b  lords,  who  stood  agaidst  submitting  the  course 

given.  I  he  lords  being  (as  it  may  be  termed)  of  their  high  court  to  the  inferiour  judges,  and 

chared  with  the  prisoner,  the  peers  may  se-  thiu  the  jiriges,  who,  with  a  legal  and  coo- 


paraie  for  a  time,  which  is  die  consequence  of     stitutiooal  discretion,  declined   giving   any 

♦  See  the  lord  high  steward's  speech  on  that     ?">«»  »   *"  °*'^.»  •^^   "  *»«»«• 
head,  i»  J.  H.  ^"'■b  i  *Bd  yoor  comnuiee  sees  no  reatoi 
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wliy  the  pewf,  at  lUs  daj,  ihndd  be  laM  whole  procen  and  cooduct  of  the  trial,  boC 
aitentive  to  the  righta  of  their  court,  with  throu(^  that  medium  to  transfer  to  them  the 
re|ard  to  an  ezdnaive  judgnaent  on  their  own  ultimate  judgment  on  the  cause  iter.Y  and  its 
proceedinge,  or  to  the  rights  of  the  Commona     merits. 

acting  as  accosers  tor  the  whole  Commons  The  judges  attendant  on  the  court  of  peers, 
of  Qraat  Britain  in  that  court,  or  why  the  hitherto  have  not  been  supposed  to  know  die 
judges  shootd  be  leas  reaenred  in  deciding  particulars  and  minute  circumstances  of  the 
upon  any  of  these  points  of  high  parliamen-  cause,  and  must  therefore  be  incompetoit 
tary  pririlege,  than  the  judgee  1/  that  and  the  to  determine  upon  those  circumstances.  The 
preosding  periods.  This  preoeot  case  is  evidence  taken  is  not,  of  course,  that  we  can 
a  proceeding  in  full  pariiament,  and  not  like  find,  delivered  to  them — nor  do  we  find,  that 
the  case  umW  the  oommiasion  in  the  time  of  in  fact  any  order  has  beon  ma^!?  for  (!:at  piir- 
James  the  Second,  and  atill  more  evidently  pose,  even  supposing  that  the  eviurrce  rould 
out  of  the  prorince  of  the  judgeo  in  the  in-  at  all  regularly  be  put  before  them.  They 
feriour  courts.  are  preaent  in  court,  not  to  bear  the  trift!.  but 

AH  the  precedents  pravioas  to  the  trial  of  solely  to  advise  in  matter  of  law — iIk*  r  cm- 
Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  seem  to  your  not  take  upon  themselves  to  say  Tuxy  lii.'nj 
committee  to  be  imiform.  The  judges  had  about  the  Bengal  consultations,  or  to  know 
constantly  refused  to  give  an  opinion  on  any  any  thing  of  rajali  Nundcomar,  of  Kcllorani, 
of  the  powera,  privileges,  or  competencies  of  or  of  IVIr.  Francis,  or  Sir  John  CUvcring. 
either  House.  But  in  the  present  instance  That  the  House  may  be  the  more  fiiSy 
your  committee  has  found,  with  great  coo-  enabled  to  judge  of  the  natu^  and  tendency 
cem,  a  further  matter  of  innovation.  Hither^  of  thus  putting  the  question  tpeeifiaUfy,  mi 
to  die  constant  practice  has  been  to  put     on  th*  grou  ease,  your  committee  thinks  fit 

Questions   to   the  judges  but   in   the  three     here  to  insert  one  of  those  questions,  reifervtng 
lUowing  ways ;  as,  1st,  A  question  of  pure     a  discussion  of  its  particular  merits  to  another 
abstract  law,  wiiliout  reforeooe  to  any  caaei     place.    It  was  stated  on  the  ^d  of  April  1790, 
or  merely  upon  an  A.  B.  case  stated  to  them.     "  On  that  day  the  managers  proposed  to  show 
tdly.  To  the  legal  construction  of  some  act     tliat  Kelleram  fell  into  great  Kalanees  with 
of  parliament.    8dly,  To  report  the  course     the  East-India  Company,  in    consequence 
of  proceeding  in  the  courts  below,  upon  an     of  his  appoiutnienU**    It  :•  wo  stated  in  the 
abetract  case.     Besides  these  three,  your     printed  minutes,  (p.  12(16. )   But  the  real  (en- 
committee  knows  not  of  a  single  eianqile  of    dency  and  gistof  tl>c  pm^Hwition  b  not  shown, 
any  sort,  during  the  course  df  any  judicial     — However  the  qucFlioo  was  put,  "  whether 
proceeding  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,     it  be  or  be  not  rornpetent  to  the  mtmagenfar 
whether  the  prosecution  has  been  by  indicts     Vu  Commona  tc  give  evidenee  tqton  tht  dygrgt 
meni,  by  information  from  the  attorney-general,     mtheBth  ordVi^,  to  prove  that  the  rent  which 
or  by  impeaehipent  of  the  House  of  Commons,     the  defenda>.:,  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire, 
In  the  present  trial,  the  judgea  appear  to     let  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  said  6th  article 
your  committee  not  to  have  civen  their  judg-     of  charge  to  Kelleram,  fell  into  arrear  and  was 
ment  on  points  of  hi:w,  staled  as  such,  but  to     deficient;  and  whether  if  proof  were  offered 
have  in  eflect  tried  the  cause,  in  the  whole     that  the  rent  fell  into  arrear  immediately  aftet 
course  of  it,  with  one  instance  to  the  contrary,     tlie  letting,  the  evidence  in  that  case  would 
The  kirds  have  stated  no  queetionof  gene-     be  competent  1"  The  judges  answered  on 
ral  law ;  no  question  on  the  construction  of  an     the  27th  of  the  said  month,  as  follows :  '*  A 
act  of  parliament ;  no  question  concerning  the     ii  not  eon^petent/or  the  managenjor  the  Hbnrn 
practice  of  the  courts  bekiw.    They  put  the    ^  Commane  to  give  evidence  upon  the  charge 
MiAolfgrost  cose,  on^  matter  m9iiei(ioii,ioitAaa     in  the  6(h  artido,  to  prove  that  the  rent  at 
rU<xriMMitamu^t»A»ytidgeie.  Theyhave,/er     which  the  defendant,  Warren  Hastings,  let 
<Ae/rsctiffls,  demanded  of  them  what  particular     the  lands  in  the  said  6th  article  of  charge  n« 
pcrvofi,  tiaper,  or  document  ought,  or  ought  not,     Kelleram,  fell  into  arrear  and  was  deficient.** 
to  be  iwoduoed  before  them  by  the  managers        The  House  will  observe,  that  on  the  qucs- 
for  tliu  Commona  of  Qreat  Britain :  for  in«     tion  two  cases  of  competence  were  put — ^The 
stance,  whether,  under  such  an  article^  the  Ben-     first  on  the  competence  of  managers  for  the 
galconsukationsofsuch  a  day,the  ezamina^*     House  of  Commons  to   give  the  evidence 
tion  of  rajah  Nundcomar,  and  the  like.    The     supposed  to  be  offered  by  them,  but  which  w« 
opention  of  this  method  is  in  aubaianee,     deny  to  have  been  offered  in  the  manner  and 
not  ooljr  to  laaka  the  judges  maalen  of  the    for  the  purpose  assumed  in  this  ipestion 
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The  Meond  m  in  &  ihape  apparaotly  man  no  die  oomp««enee  of  lilt  ntitfan  for  (be 

mbitractad,  and  more  nearly  approaching  to  Co— uone— the  competenoe  of  the  evidence  to 

parliamentary  regularity    on  the  competenoe  no  produced— who  are  to  be  permitted  in  ap- 

of  the  eridenoe  itaelf,  in  the  case  of  a  sup-  pear— what  questiona  are  to  be  aakod  of  wit- 

poeed  cireunistanoe  being  eupemddeJ.    The  nenwu    and  indeed,  parcel  by  parcel,  on  the 

judges  answered  only  the  &«l,  denying  6atly  wliole  of  the  gross  case  before  them ;  as  well 

the  competence  'if  die  managers.    As  to  tho  as  lo  deleimine  upon  the  order,  method,  and 

■Bcood,  the  oom{<c>(*nce  of  the  supposed  eri-  pi  ucses  of  every  pari  of  their  proceedings.  The 

denoe,  they  are  proTwiindly  silenL     Hairing  judges  of  the  inferioor  courts  are  by  law  rea- 

given  this  blow  to  our  vorapetenoe,  aboirt  the  dered   independent  of  the  crown.    But  this, 

other  question  (which  was  mure  within  their  instead  of  a  benefit  to  the  subject,  would  be  a 

province)  namely,  the  competence  of  evidence  grievance,  if  no  way  was  left  of  producing  a 

on  a  case  hypotfhetieally  stated,  they  gave  rssponsibility.    If  the  lords  cannot  or  will  not 

themeelvee  no  trouble.    The  lords  on  that  act  without  the  judges,  and  if  (which  God 

occasion  rejected  the  >}io<e  evidence.     On  forbid !)  the  Coounons  should  find  it  at  any 

the  face  of  the  j»Ml{;es'  opinion,  it  is  a  deter*  time  hereafter  aeoeesary  to  impeach  them  b^ 


mination  on  a  cim,  the  trial  of  which  was  not  fore  the  lords ;  this  House  would  find  the  lords 

with  them,  b»it  it  contains  no  rub  or  prine^  disaUed  in  their  functions,  foarfiil  of  giving  any 

^  laWf  tu  waieh  alone  it  was  their  du^  to  judgment  on  matter  of  law,  or  admitting  any 

speak.*  proof  of  foct  without  them,  [the  judges  Q  and 

These  essential  inn<Wations  tend,  ss  your  having  once  assumed  the  rule  of  proceeding 

eommittee  conceives,  to  make  an  entire  alter-  and  practice  below  ss  their  rule,  they  must  at 

ation  in  the  constitution,  and  in  the  purposes  every  instant  resort,  for  their  means  of  judging 

of  the  high  court  of  parliament,  and  even  to  to  the  audmrity  of  those  wliom  they  are  ap- 

leverM  the  ant jont  rdlatiooo  between  the  Ibrds  pointed  to  judge. 

and  the  judges.    They  tend  wholly  to  take  Tour  committee  must  always  aot  with  re* 

away  from  the  Gononons  the  benefit  of  maiung  gard  to  men  as  they  are.    There  are  no  privi- 

good  their  case  before  the  proper  judges,  and  leges  or  eienqiCiens  from  the  infirmities  of  our 

submit  this  high  inquest  to  the  infoiiour  courts,  oommon  natura.    We  ars  sensible,  that  all 

Your  coounittee  sees  no  reason  why,  on  the  men,  and  without  any  evil  intcntioiia,  will  nn- 

same  principles  and  precedents,  the  lords  may  t^irally  wish  to  extend  their  own  jurisdiction, 

not  terminate  their  proceedings  in  this,  and  in  and  to  weaken  all  the  power  by  whioli  ihey  may 

all  fiiture  trials,  by  sending  the  fidiole  body  of  be  limited  and  contiouUed.    It  is  tho  business 

evidence  taken  before  them  in  the  shape  of  a  of  the  House  of  Coounons  to  counteract  this 

special  verdict,  to  the  judges,  and  may  not  do-  tendency.    This  House  had  given  to  ils  map 

mand  of  them,  whether  they  ought,  on  the  imgers  no  power  to  abandon  its  privileges,  and 

whole  matter,  10  acquit  or  condemn  the  pri-  theri^itsef  itsoonstinienis.   They  were  thenn 

soner ;  nor  can  we  diKover  any  cause  that  selves  as  little  disposed  as  authorbed  to  make 


shouM  hinder  them  [the  judges]  from  deciding  this  surrender.    They  are  members  of  diui 

on  the  accumulative  body  of  the  evi«Jienee,  as  House,  not  only  charged  with  tho  manasement 

hitherto  they  have  done  in  its  parts,  and  from  of  this  impeadunent,  but  partaking  of  a  ge- 

dictaling  the  eziitence  or  non-existence  of  a  neral  Iroei,  inseparable  from  the  Commons  of 


misdemeanour  or  other  crime  in  the  prisoner,  Great  Britain  in  parliament  awsmblcd,  one  of 

as  they  think  fit — without  any  more  refersnce  whftes  prinoipal  fiinctions  and  dntiss  it  is,  to  be 

to  principle,  or  precedent  of  law,  than  hitherto  obeervant  of  tho  coorta  of  justice,  and  to  take 

they  have  thought  proper  to  apply  in  determin-  due  care  that  none  of  them,  ftota  the  lowest  to 

ing  on  the  several  parcels  of  this  cause.  the  highest,  shall  pursoe  new  courses  uih 

Tour  coounittee  apprehends,  that  very  so-  known  to  the  laurs  and  constitution  of  this 

rious  inconveniences  aiid  misehiefo  may  here-  kingdom,  or  to  equi^,  sound  legal  pdkqr,  or 

after  arise  from  a  practice  in  the  House  of  substantial  justice.    Your  committee  were  not 

Lords,  of  considering  itaelf  as  unable  to  act  sent  into  Westminster  Hall  for  the  purpose  of 

without  the  judgee  of  the  inforioor  courts,  of  contributing  in  their  persons,  and  under  the 

implicitly  following  dieir  dictates,  of  adhering  authority  of  the  House,  to  change  the  couise 

with  a  literal  precision  to  the  very  words  ol  or  law  of  parliament,  which  Imd  continued 

their  reeponses,  and  of  putting  them  to  decide  unquestioneid  for  at  least  four  hundred  yean. 

^  ...  . ,  .,        -.. .  . . ._    .^ ..  ^ ., Neither  was  it  any  part  of  their  nuskion  to 

e  All  the  resolutions  of  the  judges,  10  the  time       _^-_     .  _.    .    wlTLi  wir_u   •       -.l  _j 

of  the  reff  rente  to  the  committee,  are  in  the  "■»•■'  prtotow"  »o  »>•  establislieo,  witn  rel^ 

Appendix,  Vo.  3.  tion  to  die  law  and  rule  of  evideaoe,  whiah 
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tended  in  their  opiiiioii  to  riiut  op  for  ever  all  that  the  ralee  of  fwoceedrngi  b  these  eoorti 

the   KTenues  to  justice.     They  were  noC  to  vary,  and  eomeoTihem  very  enentially;  yet  tho 

ooneidcr  a  rule  of  evidence  as  a  moans  of  <jim-  usage  of  each  cotn-t  is  the  law  of  the  coart|  and 

cealincnt.   They  were  nut,  without  a  struggle,  it  would  be  vain  to  object  to  any  rule  in  any 

to  suffer  any  subtleties  to  prevail,  which  would  court,  that  it  is  not  the  rule  of  another  court, 

render  a  process  in  parlianiem,  not  the  ter-  For  instance,  as  a  general  rule,  the  court  of 

rour,  but  the  protection,  of  all  the  fraud  and  king's  bench,  on  trials  by  jury,  cannot  recehw 

violence  arising  from   the  abuse  of  British  depositions,  but  must  judge  by  testimony  sins 

power  in  the  East    Accordingly,  your  mana-  voce.    The  rule  of  the  court  of  chancery  is  nok 

gera  contended  with  all  their  might,  as  their  only  not  the  same,  but  it  is  the  reverse,  and 

predecessors  in  the  same  place  had  contended  Lord  Ilardwioke  ruled  accordingly:   **  The 

with  more  ability  and  learning,  but  not  with  constant  Mid  established  proceecUngs  of  this 

UKMre  zeal  and  more  firmness,  against  tiiose  dan-  court,**  said  this  great  magistrate,  "are  on 

gerous  innovations,  as  they  were  successirely  written  evidence,  like  the  porceedings  on  die 

introduced :  they  held  themselves  bound  con-  civil  and  canon  law.'   This  is  the  courw  of 

stantly  to  protest,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  the  court,  and  the  course  of  the  court  is  die 

they  did  prosiest,  in  discourses  of  considerable  law  of  the  court." — ^Atkyns,  rc\.  i.  p.  44& 

length,  against  those  private,  and  for  what  they  Your  managers  were  convinced,  that  one  of 

could  find,  unargued  judicial  opinions,  which  the  principal  reasons,  for  which  this  cause 

must,  as  they  fiwr,  introdoee  by  degrees  the  was  brought  into  parliament,  was  the  danger 

miserable  servitude  which  exists  where  the  law  that  in  inferiour  courts  their  rule  would  be 

is  uncertain  or  unknown.  formed  naturally  upon  their  ordinary  experience 

and  the  exigencies  of  die  cases  which  in  ordi> 

DEBATES  ON  EVIDENCE.  nary  course  came  before  diem.    This  expe- 

rieilbe,  and  the  exigencies  of  these  cases,  ex- 
The  chief  debates  at  the  bar,  and  the  dect-  tend  little  further  than  the  concerns  of  a  pee- 
sions  of  the  judges  (which  wefiJMl  in  all  cases  pie  comparatively  in  a  narrow  vicinage— a 
implicitly  adopted,  in  all  their  extent,  and  peopl^  of  the  same  or  nearly  tiie  same  lan^iagc^ 
without  qualification^  by  the  lords)  turned  upon  religion,  manners,  laws,  and  habits.  With 
tmdenee.  Your  committee,  before  the  trial  them,  an  intercourse  of  every  kind  was  easy, 
began,  were  apprized,  by  discourses  which  pru-  These  rules  of  law  in  most  cases,  and  the 
dence  did  not  permit  them  to  neglect,  that  en*  practice  of  the  courts  in  ^1,  oouU  not  be  easily 
deavours  would  be  used  to  embarrass  them  in  applicable  to  a  people  separated  from  Great 
their  proceedings  by  exceptions  against  evi-  Britain  by  a  very  great  part  of  the  globs  { 
dence ;  that  the  judgments  and  opinions  of  the  separated  by  manners,  by  principles  of  reli- 
courts  below  would  be  resorted  to  on  this  sub-  gion,  and  of  inveterate  habits  as  strong  as 
ject ;  that  there  the  rules  of  evidence  were  nature  itself,  still  more  than  by  the  circum 
precise,  rigorous,  and  inflexible ;  and  that  the  stance  of  local  distance.  Such  confined  and 
counsel  (or  the  criminal  would  endeavour  to  inapplicable  rules  would  be  convenient  indeed 
introduce  the  same  roleS|  with  the  same  severity  to  oppressitm,  to  extortion,  bribery,  and  cor- 
and  exactness,  mto  this  trial.  Your  committee  niption,  but  ruinous  to  the  people,  whose  pro- 
were  fully  assured,  and  were  resolved  strenu-  lection  is  the  true  object  of  all  tribunals,  and 
oiisly  to  contend,  that  no  doctrine  or  rule  of  of  all  their  rules.  Kren  English  judges  in 
law,  much  less  the  practice  of  any  court,  odght  India,  who  have  been  sufliciratly  tenacious  of 
to  have  weight  or  authority  in  parliament,  fui^  what  they  csonsidered  as  the  rules  of  English 
ther  than  as  such  doctrine,  rule,  or  practice,  is  courts,  were  obliged,  in  many  points,  and  par- 
agreeable  to  the  proceedings  in  parliament,  or  ticularly  with  regard  to  evidence,  to  relax  veiy 
hoih  received  the  sanction  of  approved  prece-  considerably,  as  the  civil  and  politic  govera- 
dent  there ;  or  is  founded  on  the  immutable  ment  has  been  obliged  to  do  in  several  other 
principles  of  subsuntial  justice,  without  which  cases,  on  luxount  of  insuperable  difiicuhies 
your  committee  readily  agrees,  no  practice  in  arishig  from  a  great  diversity  of  manners,  and 
any  court,  high  or  low,  is  proper  or  fit  to  be  from  w^at  may  be  considered  as  a  diversity 
maintained.  even  in  the  very  ooiwtitution  of  their  minds 

In  this  preference  of  the  rules  observed  in  instances  of  which  your  committee  will  sub- 

the  high  court  of  parliament,  pro-eminenly  join  in  a  future  appendix. 

Siiperiotir  u>  all  the  rest,  there  is  no  claim  Another  great  cause,  why  your  committee 

made,  which  the  inferiour  courts  do  not  make,  conceived  this  House  had  chosen  to  proceed^ 

nch  with  regard  to  itself.    It  is  well  koown,  in  the  high  court  of  parliament,  was  becatna 
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the   ioferioar  conrU  were  hftbiUiAted,  with  Thejr  wiQ  be  ibr-«fer,  wint,  for  the  graeler 

▼erj  few  •zceptions,  to  try  men  for  the  abuse  part  tbej  have  hitherto  been,  inclined  to  com- 

ooly  of  their  individual  and  natural  powen,  promiee  with  the  oorruptioa  of  the  maf  ie- 

which  can  extend  but  a  little  way.    Before  trateii  as  a  acreeo  afainsi  that  violence,  from 

Ihena^  oflences,  wbetheri  d"  fraud  or  violence,  which  the  laws  afford  them  no  redreai. 
or  both,  are,  for  much  the  greater  part,  charged        For  these  reasons,  your  committee  did,  and 

upon  peraons  of  mean  and  obscure  condition,  do,  strongly  contend  that  the  court  of  pariia> 

Those  unhappy  peraons  are  so  lar  from  being  ment  ought  to  be  open  with  great  ftciliQr  to 

supported  by  men  of  rank  and  influence,  that  the  production  of  all  evidence,  except  that, 

the  whole  weight  and  force  of  the  community  which  the    precedents   of  parliament  teach 

is  directed  against  them.     In  this  case,  they  them  authoritatively  to  reject,  or  which  hath 

are  in  general  objects  of  protection  as  well  as  no  sort  of  natural  aptitude  directly  or  cireum- 

of  punishment ;  and  the  course  perhaps  ought,  stantially  to  prove  the  case.    They  have  been 

SM  it  is  commonly  said  to  be,  not  (o  suffer  any  and  are  invariably  of  opinion.  That  the  lords 

thing  to  be  applied  to  their  conviction  beyond  ought  to  enlarge  {and  noi  to  eantfoel)  the  nUt$ 

what  the  strictest  rules  will  penniu    But  in  qfemdenoti  aooardmfto^naiunanddifi^l' 

the  cause  which  your  managers  have  in  charge,  ttes  ^  the  eaaey  for  redress  to  the  injured,  for 

the  circuCnstances  are  the  very  reverse  to  what  the  punishment  of  oppression,  for  the  detec- 

happens  in  the  cases  of  mere  personal  delin-  tion  of  fraud ;  and  diat  they  ought  above  all 

quency,  which  come  before  the  inferiour  courts,  to  prevent  what  is  the  greatest  dishonour  to 

These  courts  have  not  before  them  petsons  all  laws,  and  to  all  tribunals— the  fitilure  of 

who  act,  and  who  justify  their  acts,  by  the  justice.    To  prevent  the  but  of  these  evils,  all 

nature  of  a  despotical  and  arbitrary  power,  courts  in  thia  and  all  countries  have  constantly 

The  abuses,  stated  in  oar  impeachment,  are  made  all  their  maxims  and  principles  concsm- 

not  those  of  mere  individual,  natural  faculties,  ing  testimony  lo  conform  ;  although  such  courts 

hut  the  abuses  of  civil  and  political  authority,  have  been  bound  undoubtedly  by  stricter  rules, 

The  offence  is  that  of  one  who  has  carried  both  of  form  and  of  prescript  cases,  than  the 

with  him  in  the  perpetration  of  his  crimes,  sovereign  jurisdiction  exercised  by  the  lords 

whether  of  violence  or  of  fraud,   the  whole  on  the  impeachment  of  the  Goromons  ever  has 

f<H-ce  of  the  slate ;  who  in  the  perpetration  been,  or  ever  ought  to  be.    Therefore  your 

aiul  concealment  of  offences,  has  had  the  ad-  committee  doth  totally  reject  any  rules,  by 

vantage  of  all  the  means  and  powefs  given  to  which  the  practice  of  any  inferiour  court  is 

government  for  the   detection  and  punish-  affirmed  as  a  directory  guide  to  an  higher, 

ment  of  guilt,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  peo-  especially  where  the  forms  and  tbs  powers  of 

pie.    The  people  themselves,  on  whose  be-  the  judiikture  are  different,  and  the  objects  , 

half  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  take  up  of  judicial  inquiry  are  not  the  same, 
tliis  remedial  and  protecting  proeecution,  are        Your  committee  conceives  that  ths  trial  of 

nauirally  timid.    Their  spirits  are  broken  by  a  cause  is  not  in  the  arguments  or  disputa- 

the  arbitrary  power  usurped  over  them,  and  tions  of  the  prosecutors  and  the  council,  but 

claimed  by  the  delinquent  as  his  law.  They  are  in  the  eadenee;  and  that  to  refuse  evidence 

ready  to  flatter  the  power  which  they  dread,  is  to  refuse  to  bear  the  cause :  nothing  tliere- 

They  are  apt  to  look  for  fevour  from  their  gover-  fore,  but  the  most  clear  and  weighty  reasons, 

Bours,  by  covering  those  rices  in  the  predecessor  ought  to  preclude  its  production.    Your  com- 

which  they  fear  the  successor  may  bo  dispos-  mitiee  conceives  that,  when  evidence,  on  the 

ed  to  imitate.    They  have  reason  to  consider  face  of  it  relevant,  that  is,  connected  with  the 

complaints  as  means  not  of  redress,  but  of  a^  P^rty  and  the  charge,  was  denied  to  be  com- 

gravation  to  their  sufferings ;  and  when  they  potent,  the  burthen  lay  upen  thoee  voho  oppoeed 

■hall  ultimately  hear  that  the  nature  of  the  il,  to  set  forth  the  authorities,  whether  of  po- 

British  laws,  and  the  rules  of  its  tribunab,  sitive  statute,  known  recognized  maxims  and 

are  such  as  by  no  care  or  study  either  they,  or  principles  of  law,  paxsages  in  an  accredited 

cren  the  Commons  of  Qreat  Britain,  who  institute,  code,  digeet,  or  systematic  treatise 

take  up  their  cause,  can  comprehend,  but  are  of  laws,  or  some  adjudged  cases,  wherein  the 

such  as  in  effect  and  operation  leave  them  courts  have  n^ectod  evidence  of  that  iialuro. 

improtected,  and  render  thos*)  who  oppress  No  suck  thing  ever  (except  in  one  instance, 

them  secure  in  their  spoils,  they  must  think  to  which  we  shall  hereafter  speak)  was  pro* 

still  worse  of  Briti^  justice  than  of  the  arbi-  duced  at  the  bar,  nor  (that  we  know  o()  pro- 

trary  power  of  the  company's  servants,  which  duced  by  the  brds  in  their  debates,  or  by 

hath  b«eo   exercised  to  their   destruction,  the  judges  in  the  opinions  by  them  dc^vered. 
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TlMrefive,  lor  an/  tluoie  which  u  yet  appet^  •  .tlfM.  They  were  aiQ  detarminei  i*Jnt90  Hait 

to  four  committee  to  the  eontr^ryt  thcM  ii«  ci  by  *hc  managers  in  their  (kvciu)  !i}-  the 

ymeea  and  decieiooa  werO|  in  many  of  tho  k  nla  Ibcnselves,  wiihoiit  any  refcTuicc  u>  the 

poinia,  not  the  determinatiom  ofaay  law  what*  judges.    lu  the  diecuBsioo  of  oco  uf  i^ftA,  a 

•oereri  hut  mere  arbitrary  d«creeS|  t^o  which  we  ()u<«lioa  was  staled  ibr  the  jud^ei  oii.ivmii^ 

could  not  without  eolemn  protestation  submit,  the  law  in  a  similar  case  upon  B.tt  iafon  la-^ 

Your  committee,  at  an  early  period,  and  fre-  tion  in  the  court  below ;  but  it  wsa  s»:  uide 

qoently  since  the  oommencement  of  this  trial,  by  the  previous  question. 

have  neglected  no  means  of  research,  whioh  On  the  impeachment  of  Lord  Lct^^t,  ri 

mi^t  afTord  them  information  ooQMming  these  more  than  one  objection  to  evidence  wAai  uk- 

Bupposed    strict  and  inflexible  rules  of  pro-  ken  by  the  managers,  against  ^Ukh  Lord 

ceeding,  and  of  evidence,  which  appeared  to  Lovat's  counsel  were  not  permiUed  u>  angue. 

them  destructive  of  all  the  means  and  ends  of  Three  objections  on  the  part  of  Uie  pn^uicr 

justice :— and,  firat,  they  examined  carefully  were  made  to  the  evidence  offered  by  \ha  ma- 

ihe  ralis  and  journals  of  the  House  of  Lords,  nagers,  but  all  without  success.  The  instaooas 

as  also  the  printed  trials  of  cases  befiire  that  of  similar  objectiuns  in  parliamentary  trials  of 

court.  peers  on  indictments,  are  too  few  and  too  un- 

Your  oommittae  finds  but  one  instance,  in  important  to  nquire  being  particularized   ■ 

the  whole  course  of  parliamentary  impeach-  one,  that  in  the  case  of  Lord  Warwick,  has 

meats,  in  which  evidence  offered  by  the  Com-  been  already  stated. 

mens  has  been  rejected  on  the  plea  of  inad-  The  principles  of  these  precedents  do  not 
missibility  or  incompetence.  This  was  in  the  in  the  least  affect  any  case  of  evidence  which 
case  of  Lord  Straflbrde*s  trial ;  when  the  copy  your  managers  had  to  support.  The  paucity 
of  a  warrant  (the  same  not  havmg  any  attsa-  and  inapplicability  of  instanres  of  this  Lmd, 
tation  to  authenticate  it  as  a  true  copy)  was,  convince  your  committee  that  the  kmls  havs 
on  deliberation,  not  admitted ;  and  your  com-  ever  used  some  latitude  and  libeiality  in  afl  the 
mittee  thinks,  as  the  case  atood,  with  reason,  moans  of  bringing  information  before  them  ■ 
—But  even  in  this  one  instance,  the  lords  nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive,  that,  as  the  kmb 
seemed  to  show  a«niarked  anxiety  not  to  nar^  are,  and  of  right  oiUght  lo  be,  judges  of  law 
row  too  much  the  admissibility  of  evidence,  and  fact,  many  cases  should  occur  (except 
for  they  confined  their  determination  **  to  this  those  where  a  peraonal  mva  voce  witnees  is  de- 
individual  case,"  as  the  lord  steward  reported  nied  to  be  competent)  in  which  a  judge,  poiwiii 
their  resolution ;  and,  he  adds, "  they  conceive  ing  an  entire  judicial  capacity,  can  determine 
this  to  be  no  impediment  or  failure  in  the  by  anticipation  what  is  good  evidence,  and 
proceeding,  because  the  truth  and  verity  of  it  what  not,  before  he  has  hmrd  it.  When  he 
would  depend  on  the  first  general  power  given  has  heard  it,  of  course  he  will  judge  what 
to  execute  it,  which  they  who  manage  the  evi-  weight  it  is  to  have  upon  his  mini,  or  wh»- 
dence  for  the  Commons  say  they  could  prove."  ther  it  ought  not  entirely  U>  be  atruck  out  of 
—Neither  have  objectiona  to  evidence  offsred  the  proceedings. 

by  ih**  prisoner  been  very  frequently  made,  nor  Your  committee,  always  protesting,  as  be- 
often  allowed  when  made.  In  the  same  case  fore,  against  the  admission  (k*  any  law,  foreign 
of  Lord  Strafforde,  two  books  produced  by  his  or  domestic,  as  of  authority  in  parliament,  fur- 
lordship,  without  proof  by  whom  they  were  ther  than  as  written  reason,  and  the  opinion 
written,  wore  rejected  (and  on  a  clear  prin-  of  wise  and  informed  men,  has  examined  into 
ciple)  "  as  being  private  bodes,  and  no  r^  the  writers  on  the  civil  law,  antient  and  more 
cords."  On  both  those  occasions,  the  questions  recent ,  in  order  to  discover  v^hai  those  rules  of 
wero  determined  by  the  lords  alone,  without  evidence,  in  any  sort  applicable  to  criminal 
any  resort  to  the  opinioos  of  the  judges.  In  cases,  were,  which  were  supposed  to  stand  in 
the  impeachmenla  of  Lord  Straflbrde,  Dr.  Sa-  the  way  of  the  trial  of  offonces  ^'p— «it«i^  in 
dieverell,  and  Lord  Wintoun,  no  objection  to  India. 

evklenco  apfiean  in  the  lords'  journals  to  have  They  find,  that  the  term  evidence,  i 

been  premed,  and  not  above  one  taken,  whidi  from  whence  ours  is  taken,  has  a 

was  on  the  part  of  the  managers.  ent  in  the  Roman  law,  from  what  it  is 

Several  objections  were  indeed  taken  to  dcrstood  to  bear  in  the  English  jur^prudenea. 

evidence  in    the  Lord  Macclefiekl'a    trial.  The  term  most  nearly  answering  (a  i(  in  dka 

They  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  manap  Roman,  being  prabattioy  proof;  wlucii,  tike  die 

ger,  except  in   two  instances,    where   the  term  tmimce,  is  a  generic  term,  tndudiif 

'  jeetiaaa  wars  made  by  the  witaanai  thonH  every  thing  by  which  a  doubtful  matter  may  ha 
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*  enderod  more  certain  to  the  jod^  ;  oT}  u  pcnon,  numelji  that  he  ii  in  t  reputable  mtn- 
f ililbert  eqveeaee  it,  every  matter  ie  evidence  atioo ;  or  for  emae,  that  is  to  aay,  that  the  tei- 
vrhich  amounts  to  the  proof  of  the  point  in  timony  given  is  not  for  reward,  nor  favour,  nor 
qnestion.  for  enmity,  eudi  a  witnesa  ia  admiMible." 
On  the  genera]  head  of  evidence  or  proof.  This  first  description  goes  to  competence ;  be* 
your  committee  findpi  that  much  has  been  writ-  tween  which  and  credit j  Lord  Hardwicke  justly 
ten  by  persons  learned  in  the  Roman  law,  par-  says  the  discrimination  is  vety  nice :  the  oihot 
ticulariy  in  modem  times ;  and  that  many  at-  part  of  the  text  diows  their  anxiety  to  reduce 
tcmpu  have  been  made  to  reduce  to  rules  the  credibility  itself  to  a  fixed  rule.  It  proceeds, 
principles  of  evidence  or  proof,  a  matter  which  therefore,  **  His  sacred  majesty,  Hadrian,  is- 
by  its  very  nature  seems  incapable  of  that  sued  a  rescript  to  Vivius  Varus,  lieutenant  of 
simplicity,  precision,  and  generality,  which  Cilicia,  to  this  efi*ect.  That  he  who  sits  n 
ore  necessary  to  supply  the  matter,  or  to  give  Judgment  is  the  most  capable  of  determining 
the  form  to  a  rule  of  law.  Much  learning  has  what  credit  is  to  be  given  to  witnesses/'  The 
been  employed  on  the  doctrine  of  indications  words  of  the  letter  of  rescript  are  as  follow 
and  presumptions,  in  their  books ;  far  more  **  Tou  ought  best  to  know  what  credit  is  to  be 
than  is  to  be  found  in  our  law.  Very  subtle  givento  witnesses,— who,  and  of  what  dignity, 
disquisitions  were  made,  on  all  matters  of  ju-  and  of  what  estimation  they  are,  whether  they 
risprudence,  in  the  tiroes  of  the  dassical  civil  seem  to  deliver  their  evidence  widi  simplicity 
law,  by  the  followers  of  the  Stoic  scitool.  In  and  candour— whether  they  seem  to  bring  a 
the  modem  school  of  the  same  law,  the  same  formed  and  premeditated  Qisoourse— or  who- 
course  was  taken  by  Bartolus,  Baldus,  and  the  ther  on  the  spot  they  give  probable  matter  in 
civilians  who  followed  them,  before  the  com-  answer  to  the  questions  that  are  put  to  them." 
plete  revival  of  literature.  All  the  discussions  And  there  remains  a  rescript  of  the  same 
lo  be  found  in  those  voluminous  writings  fur-  prince  to  Valerius  Varus  on  the  bringing  oat 
nish  undoubtedly  an  useful  exercise  to  the  the  credit  of  witnesses.  This  appears  to  go 
mind,  by  methodizing  the  various  forms,  in  more  to  the  general  principles  of  evidence.  It 
which  one  set  of  facts,  or  colloction  of  facts,  is  in  these  words:  *'  What  evidence,  and  in 
or  the  qualities  or  demeanour  of  persons,  re-  what  measure  or  degree,  shUlamoum  to  proof  in 
ciprocallv  influence  each  other ;  and,  by  this  each  case,  can  be  defined  in  no  manner  what* 
course  of  juridical  discipline,  they  add  to  the  aoover  that  is  sufficiently  certain.  For,  though 
readiness  and  sagacity  of  those  who  are  called  not  always,  yet  frequently,  tho  truth  of  the  af- 
to  plead  or  to  judge.  But  as  human  afiaira  fair  may  appear  without  any  matter  of  puhlie 
and  human  actions  are  not  of  a  metaphysical  record.  In  some  cases,  the  number  of  the  wit- 
nature,  but  the  subject  is  concrete,  complex,  neases,  in  others  their  dignity  and  authority) 
and  moral,  they  cannot  be  subjected  (without  is  to  be  weiglied ;  in  others,  concurring  public 
exceptions  which  reduce  it  almost  to  nothing)  fame  xeodn  to  confirm  the  credit  of  Uie  evi- 
to  any  certain  rule.  Their  rules  with  regard  dence  m  questira.  This  alone  I  am  able,  and 
to  competence  were  many  and  strict,  and  our  in  a  few  words,  lo  sive  you  as  my  determina- 
lawyers  have  mentioned  it  to  their  reproach,  tion,  that  you  ought  not  too  readily  to  bind 
"  The  civilians  (it  has  been  observed)  difl^r  yourself  to  try  the  cause  upon  any  one  dascrip- 
in  nothing  more  than  admitting  evidence ;  for  tion  of  evidence ;  but  you  are  to  estimate  by 
they  reject  histriones,  &c.  and  wh<rfe  tribes  of  your  own  discretion  what  you  ought  to  credit, 
people."  But  this  extreme  rigour  as  to  com-  or  what  appears  to  you  not  to  be  oatablished  by 
petency,  rejected  by  our  law,  is  not  found  to  proof  sufficient. 

extend  to  the  genua  of  evidence,  but  only  to  a  The  modem  writers  on  the  civil  law  have 
particular  species — personal  witnesses.    In-  likewise  much  matter  on  this  subject,  and 
deed,  after  all  their  eflbrts  to  fix  these  tlimgs  havo  introduced  a  strictness,  with  regard  to 
by  positive  and  inflexible  maxima,  tho  best  personal  testimony,  which  our  particular  juri^ 
Roman  lawyers  in  their  best  ageii  were  obliged  prudence  has  not  thought  it  at  all  proper  to 
to  confess,  that  every  case  of  evidence  rather  adopt.    In  others  we  have  copied  them  more 
farmed  its  own  rule,  than  tliat  any  rule  oouki  ckwely.^  They  divide  evidence  into  two  parts, 
be  adopted  to  every  case :  The  best  opinioos,  in  which  they  do  not  differ  from  the  aniients. 
however,  seem  to  have  reduced  the  admissi-  1st.  What  is  evidence,  or  proof  by  itself  7 
bility  of  witiKiSses  to  a  fow  heads.    *'  For  if,"  Sdiy.  What  is  presumption,  ^*  vi'hich  is  a  pro- 
said  Calistratus,  in  a  passage  preserved  to  us  in  bable  conjecture  from  a  reference  to  something 
the  digest,  "  the  testimony  is  free  from  suspi-  which,  coming  from  marks  and  tokens  ascer- 
cioo,  either  oo  account  of  the  quality  of  the  tained,  shall  be  taken  for  tnilh,  notfl 
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other  thtll  be  •dduced  V*    Agahii  they  hare '  Moer,  el!  the  nxioam  concurrent  prooft  sh**'Jd 
leboured  puticularly  to  fix  rvles  for  pre8uio|H  overpower  him,  like  a  norm  of  hail."    Thk  rt 
tieu,  which  they  divide  into,  1.  Violent  and  held  particularly  true  in  caeee  where  crimeo 
neeeesary.    S.  Probable.    3,  and  lastly,  Slight  are  secret,  and  detection  difficult.   Thenece*- 
and  raah.    But,  finding  that  this  head  of  pre-  aity  of  detecting  and  punishing  such  crimes 
Bun^ive  evidence  (which  makes  so  large  a  superseded,  in  the  soundest  authors,  this  the<H 
part  with  them  and  with  us  in  the  trial  of  all  retic  aim  at  perfection,  and  obliged  tedmicaX 
causes,  and  particularly  criminal  causes)  is  science  to  submit  to  practical  expedieoce.  in 
extremely  difficult  to  ascertain,   either  with  re  cnmiNa&',  said  the  rigourists,  FrobaliomeB 
regard  to  what  shall  be  considered  as  exdu-  debtnt  eue  evidmte$  el  luoe  wuridiarAj  eUnma; 
lively  creating  any  of  these  three  degrees  of  and  so  undoubtedly  it  is  in  ofienoes  which  ad- 
presumption,  or  what  facts,  and  how  proved,—  mit  such  proof.    But  reflection  taught  them, 
and  what  raaiks  and  tokens  may  serve  to  esta-  that  even  their  fiivourite  rules  of  incompetencn 
blish  them,— even  those  civilians,  whose  dia-  must  give  way  to  the  exigencies  of  distribwiw 
racter  it  is  to  be  subtle  to  a  &ult,  have  been  justice.   One  of  the  best  modem  writers  on  tha 
obliged  to  abandon  the  task—and  have  fairly  imperial  criminal  law,  particularly  as  practiied 
confessed,  that  the  labours  of  writers  to  fix  in  Saxony  (Carpzovius)  says, "  This  akme  I 
rules  for  these  matters  have  been  vain  and  think  it  proper  to  remark,  that  even  iacoift- 
fruitless.    One  of  the  most  able  of  them  has  potent  witnesses  are  sometimes  admitted,  if 
said, "  That  the  doctors  of  the  law  have  writ-  odierwise  the  truth  cannot  be  got  at ;  and 
ten  nothing  of  value  oonceming  preaumptions;  this  particularly  in  facts  and  crimes  which  ai« 
nor  is  the  subject  matter  sw4i  as  to  be  reduced  of  difficult  proof,'' — and  for  this  doctrine  he 
within  the  prescribed  limit  of  any  certain  cites  Farinacius,  Mascardus,  and  other  emi- 
ndes.    In  truth,  it  is  from  the  actual  existing  nent  civilians  who  had  written  on  evidence.— 
case,  and  from  the  circumstances  of  the  per-  He  proceeds  afterwards    *'  However,  this  is  to 
sons,  and  of  the  business,  that  we  ought  (under  be  taken  with  a  caution,  that  the  impossibility 
the  guidance  of  an  incorrupt  judgment  of  the  of  otherwise  discovering  the  truth  is  not  con- 
mind,  which  is  called  an  equitable  discretion)  stnied  firom  hence,  that  other  witnesses  were 
to  determine  what  presumptions  <rf  conjectural  not  actually  concerned,  but  that  from  the  na- 
proo6  are  to  be  admitted  as  rational,  or  ro»  tire  of  the  crime,  or  from  regard  had  to  the 
jected  as  false,  or  on  which  the  understanding  place  and   time,  other  witnesses  oouki  not 
can  pronounce  nothing,  either  the  one  way  or  be  present."    Many  other  passages  fixxn  the 
the  other."  same  authority,  and  from  others  to  a  similar 
It  is  certain,  that  whatever  over  strictness  eflTect,  might  be  added:  We  shall  only  reniaik 
is  to  be  found  in  the  oMer  writers  on  this  law,  shortly,  that  Gaill,  a  writer  on  the  practice  of 
with  regard  to  evidence,  it  chiefly  related  to  that  law  the  most  frequently  cited  in  our  own 
the  mere  competency  of  wiuiesses;  yet  even  courts,  gives  the  rule  more  in  the  form  of  a 
here  the  rigour  of  the  Roman  lawyers  relaxed  maxim  ;  "  That  the  law  is  contented  with 
on  the  necessity  of  the  case.    Persons  who  such  proof  as  can  be  made,  if  the  subject  ta  Mt 
kept  houses  of  ill  fiune  were  with  them  inoom-  noticre  4s  diflicult  of  proof."    And  the  same 
potent  witnesses ;  yet  among  the  maxims  of  writer,  in  another  passage,  refers  to  anodier 
that  kw,  the  rule  is  well  known  of  *'  TVtfes  still  more  general  maxim  (and  a  sound  maxim 
b^ttmaret  in  re  iiQMmori."  it  is)  that  the  power  and  means  of  proof  ouf^bt 
In  ordoiary  cases,  they  require  two  wit-  not  be  narrowed  but  enlarged,  that  the  truth 
nesses  to  prove  a  fact ;  and  therefore  they  held,  may  not  be  concealed  :  Probatiotutm  faemUm 
"  that  if  there  be  but  one  witness,  and  no  pro-  nm  anguMarif  serf  ompbort  dsbeo/,  ne  vtrila 
bable  grounds  of  presumption  of  some  kind  cocuUdur, 

{nulia  argumenta)  that  one  witness  is  by  no  On  the  whole,  your  committee  can  find  no- 
means  to  be  heard ;"  and  it  is  not  inelegantly  thing  in  the  writings  of  the  learned  in  this  law 
said  in  that  case,  Nan  jutd^/teUt  ssrfprnbafio,  any  more  than  they  could  discover  any  thing 
"  the  &ilure  is  not  in  the  law,  but  in  the  proof."  in  the  law  of  parliament,  to  support  anyone  of 
But  if  other  grounds  of  prewmption  appear,  the  determinations  given  by  the  jud^,  and 
one  witness  is  to  be  heard ;  "  for  it  is  not  ne-  adopted  by  the  lords,  against  the  evidence 
cessary  that  one  crime  shodd  be  established  which  your  committee  offered,  whether  direct 
by  one  sort  of  proof  only,  as  by  witnesses,  or  and  positive,  or  merely  (as  for  the  greater  part 
by 'documents,  or  by  presumptions;  all  the  it  was)  circumstantial,  and  produced  as  a 
inodss  of  evidence  may  be  so  conjoined,  that  ground  to  form  legitimate  presumption  against 
where  nooo  of  them  ahme  wouU  affect  the  pri*  the  defendant :  nor,  if  they  vrere  to  admit  (which 
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tbff  do  not)  diis  eivil  law  to  1m  of  authoritjr  muiiOy  evwy  prewnptioQ  of  bw  oroatiao, 
in  fiirnuhing  any  rulo  io  an  impeachment  of  and  eirery  fictioa  of  law,  with  a  punctilious  ex- 
the  Commoo*,  mote  than  u  it  may  occaviouaUy  actness ;  and  diis  aeems  to  have  been  tho  coqrse 
fumish  a  princi|4«  of  reason  on  a  now  or  un-  which  laws  have  token  in  every  nation.*  It 
determined  point,  do  they  find  any  rult*.  or  any  wax  probably  from  this  rigour,  and  from  a  senso 
principle,  derived  (irom  that  law,  which  could  of  its  pressuro,  that,  at  an  early  period  of  our 
or  o)ight  lo  have  mado  iw  keep  back  the  evi-  law,  iar  more  causes  of  criminal  jurisdictioa 
donco  wliich  we  offered.  On  th^  contrary,  we  wore  carried  into  the  House  of  Lords,  and  tho 
rather  tl:ink  those  rules  and  principlea  to  bo  council  board,  where  laymen  were  judges,  than 
in  agxecmeni  with  our  eonduclt  can  or  ougbt  to  be  at  present. 

Afl  to  tho  canon  law,  your  committeei  Bnding        As  the  business  of  courts  of  equity  became 
it  to  have  adopted  the  civil  law  with  no  very     more  enlarged,  and  more  methodical ;  as  ma- 
essential  variation,  does  not  feel  it  necessaiy  to    gietrates,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  presided  in 
nake  any  particular  statement  on  that  subjecL     the  court  of  chancery,  who  were  not  bred  to  the 
Your  committee  then  came  to  examine  into     common  law ;  as  commerce,  with  its  advantaget 
tho  authorities  in  the  English  law,  both  as  it     and  its  necessities,  opened  a  conununication 
has  prevailed  for  many  years  back,  and  as  it     more  largely  with  other  countries ;  as  the  law 
h^is  been  recently  received  in  our  courts  bekiw.     of  nature  and  nations  (always  a  pan  of  tlie  law 
They  found  on  the  whole  the  rules  rather  lest     of  England)  came  to  be  cultivated ;  as  an  in- 
strict,  more  liberal,  and  less  kiaded  with  poei-     creasing  emjure ;  as  new  views  and  now  com* 
live  limitations,  than  in  the  Roman  law.   The     binations  of  things  were  opened,  this  antique 
origin  of  this  latitude  may  perhaps  be  sought  rigour  and  overdone  severity  gave  way  to  the 
in  this  circumstance,  which  we  know  to  have  accommodation  of  human  concerns,  for  which 
lelazed  tho  rigour  of  the  Roman  law—oourls  niles  were  made,  and  not  human  concerns 
in  England  do  not  judge,  i^ion  evideoee,  m»  made  to  bend  to  them. 
CMwium  aUejfota  elprol^iaf  as  in  other  comh        At  length,  Lord  Uardwicke,  in  a  case  the 
tries  and  under  other  laws  they  do,  but  upon  naostsoleronly  argued  of  any  within  the  memory 
▼erdicL     By  a  fiction  of  law,  they  consider  of  man,  with  die  aid  of  tho  greatest  learning  at 
the  jury  as  supplying  in  some  sense  the  place  the  bar,  and  with  tho  aid  of  all  the  learning  oo 
of  testimony.    One  witness  (and  for  that  rea-  the  bench,  both  bench  and  bar  being  liien  sup* 
son)  'n  allowed  sufficient  to  convict,  in  cases  of  plied  with  men  of  tho  first  form,  declared  frcnn 
Vlony,  which  in  other  laws  is  not  permitted,  the  bencli,  and  in  concurrence  with  tho  rest 
In  aniicat  times  it  has  happened  to  the  law  of  the  judges,  and  with  the  must  learned  of  the 
of  England  (as  in  pleading,  so  io  matter  of  evi-  long  robe,  the  able  council  on  tho  side  of  the  old 
dence,)  liiat  a  rigid  strictness  in  the  applica-  restrictive  principles,  making  no  reclamation 
tioo  of  teci'mical  rules,  has  been  more  observed  """  That  the  judges  and  sages  of  the  law  have 
than  at  pr.^sent  it  is.    In  the  more  early  ages,  leid  it  down,  that  there  is  but  ONE  general 
as  the  mivis  of  the  judges  were  in  general  less  nile  of  evidence—the  best  that  the  nature  of 
conversau:  in  the  aJfairs  of  the  world,  as  the  the  case  will  admit."    Thb,  then,  the  master 
sphere  of  their  jurisdiction  was  less  extensive,  rule,  thai  governs  all  the  subordinate  roles, 
•lid  as  the  matters  which  caane  before  them  does  in  reality  subject  itself  and  its  own  virtue 
were  of  less  variety  and  oomplexUy,  the  rule  uid  authority  to  the  nature  of  the  case  ;  and 
being  in  general  ri^t,  not  so  much  inoonveni-  leaves  no  rule  at  all  of  an  independent,  abstract, 
ence  on  the  whole  was  found  from  a  literal  ad*  Md  substantive  quality.    Sir  Duclley  Ryder 
herence  to  it,  as  might  have  arisen  from  an  {ihen  atlomey*general,  afterwards  chief  jus- 
endeavour  towards  a  liberal  ahB  equitable  ^tce)  in  his  learned  argument  observed—'*  It 
departure,  for  which  further  experience,  and  u  extremely  proper,  that  there  should  be  tonu 
a  more  contuiued  cultivation  of  equity  as  a  general  rules  in  relation  to  evidence ;  but  if 
science,  had  not  then  so  fully  prepared  thcni.  exceptions  are  not  allowed  to  them,  it  wouki 
In  those  times,  that  judicial  policy  was  not  to  bo  better  to  demolish  all  the  general  rules.-~- 
be  condemned.  We  find  too^  that,  probably  from  There  is  no  general  rule  without  exception  that 
the  same  cause,  most  of  their  doctrine  leaned        *  .  .,        .    ,       j    .,  .^      „. 

being  bred,  acconimg  to  tlie  then  phibsopby     in  verbornni  ffupenticione  fuiidau,  eaque  Cice- 
of  the  schools,  in  habits  of  great  subtlety  and     roni^etatem  TurA  Htiijsit,  mansitque  annodcircU 

refinement  of  disJinction,  and  having  once  taken  ^•'^  ^^-  ^"*  ''*'-<^  Rxcepit,  viijuittiue  annos  fere 

tit.t  u.^t .         .  _?     •  J  79,  superior!  lont'o  human  or  ;  gufppe  qus  ma*  • 

Utat  bent,  very  great  acatenossof  mind  was  ^j,'  „iS,n^,e  commnnl.  quam'potJJiai?  verbo- 

4iisplayed  m  mauitaining  eveiy  role,  every  rum,  oegocia  moJeTarsiur.    Oraviaa,  ik  ai 
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wa  kaoT'  of,  bat  tkli,  dttt  tho  hmt  evidmea  tmrgeoMnl  through  tivootagci of  piwif,  boA^f 

■hallbr  •doiittad,  which  the  nature  of  ihecaiMi  them  oootrtry  to  tho  rala  oflair,  and  both 

win  ofltifd.    I  will  show,  that  ndeOi  at  geneml  abhorrent  from  its  priociplet,  are  by  tliis  great 

ai  this,  are  broke  in  upon,  for  the  aeke  oTai'  judge  aocumulaled  upoo  one  another,  and  ore 

lowing  evidence.   There  io  no  rale  that  seeme  admitted  from  mftteii(y,  to  aoeomaodale  hn- 

more  binding,  than  that  a  nan  shall  not  be  man  aflaire,  and  lo  prevent  that,  which  ooorta 

admitted  an  evidence  in  hie  own  caee,  and  yet  are  by  every  poeiible  means  instituted  to  pr^ 

the  sUtuteof  Hae  and  Cry  is  an  eneption.  vent— A  FAILURE  OK  JC3T1CE.  And 

A  man's  books  are  allowed  to  be  evidence,  or,  this  necessity  is  not  confined  within  the  strict 

which  ia  in  substance  ^e  same,  his  servant's  limits  of  physical  caiwos,  but  is  more  lai,  and 

books,  because  the  nature  of  the  case  requires  lakes  to  mond,  and  tctn  pnmantd  amd  sr-gn- 

it ;  as  in  tho  case  of  a  brewer's  servants. —  mmCoCRii  nwmify,  a  necessity  which  is  in  fret 

Another  general  rule,  that  a  wile  cannot  be  nothing  more  than  a  great  degree  of  expedi- 

wiuien  against  her  husband,  has  been  broke  ency.    The  law  creates  a  fictitious  peceesity 

b  upoo  ia  cases  of  treason  :  That  the  last  against  the  rules  of  evidence  in  favour  of  the 

words  of  a  dying  man  are  given  in  evidencoi  in  eoovenience  of  trad«:     An  exception,  vHiick 

the  case  of  murder,  is  also  an  ezception  to  the  on  a  similar  principle  had  boiure  been  admit> 

general  rule,  that  a  man  may  not  be  examined  ted  in  the  civil  law,  as  to  ninrcantile  causss, 

without  oath."    Such  are  the  doctrines  of  this  in  which  the  books  of  the  party  were  receiv- 

great  lawyer.  ed  to  give  full  effect  to  an  iniufli7.ttii  degree  of 

Chief  justice  WiQea  concurs  with  Lord  proof,  called  in  the  nicety  of  their  disiinctioHS 

Hardwickeas  to  dispensing  with  strict  rules  aarmi/ileiia|)ra6aCio. 

of  evidence.    *'  Such  evidence,"  he  says,  "  is  But  to  proceed  with  Lord  Hardwicke  }— he 

to  be  admitted  as  the  MOflsiily  of  the  case  will  observes,  that  "  a  tradesman 's  books  ^thst  is, 

aUow  of ;   as,  for  instance,  a  marriage  at  the  acts  of  the  party  imk-roood,  himeelf)  are 

Utrecht,  certified  under  the  seal  of  the  minis-  admitted  as  evidenc«>,  xm:  ihitmgh    nfcinhfr 

ter  there,  and  of  the  said  town,  and  that  they  wsorntily,  but  by  reason  et*  a  ptummpHen  of 

cohabited  tc^ether  as  msn  and  wife,  was  held  necessity  imfentd  only  Yrom   tho    nanwe  of 

to  be  sufficient  proof  that  they  were  married."  commerce.    No  rule,'*  oominued  Lord  Hard- 

This  learned  judge  (commenting  upon  Lord  wicke,  **  can  be  more  settled,  than  that  lesti- 

Coke's  doctrine,  ami  Sergeant  Hawkins's  after  nony  is  not  to  bo  received  but  upon  oath ;  but 

him,  that  the  oaths  of  Jews  and  Pagans  were  he  lays  it  down,  that  an  oath  itscif  may  be  di^ 

not  to  be  taken)   says,  **  That  this  notion,  penscd  with.    "  There  is  snother  instance," 

though  advanced  by  so  great  a  man,  is  oon-  says  he,  ^  where  die  fawful  oath  may  be  dis- 

trary  to  religion,  common  sense,  and  common  pensod  with,  namely,  where  our  courts  admit 

humanity,  anid  I  think  the  devils,  to  whom  he  evidemo  for  the  crown  without  oath." 

has  deliver!^  them,  couM  not  have  suggested  In  the  same  discussion,  the  chief  baron 

any  thing  worse."    The  chief  justice,  admit-  (Paiker)  cited  cases,  ia  which  all  the  rules  of 

ting  Loi^  Coke  to  be  a  great  lawyer,  then  avidenco  had  given  way.    "  There  is  net  a 

proceeds  in  very  strong  terms, and  with  marks  more  geii<ral  rule," says  he,  "  than  that  hear- 

of  contempt,  to  condemn  **  his  narrow  no-  say  cannot  be  admitted,  nor  husband  and  wife 

tions ;"  and  he  treats  with  as  little  respect  or  as  witnesses  against  each  other ;  and  yet  it  is 

decorum  the  antlent  authorities  referred  to  in  notorious  that  from  neoemity  they  have  beea 

defence  of  such  notions.  allowed,  not  an  absolute  necessity,  but  a  moral 

The  princi{>le  of  the  departure  from  those  one." 

niles  is  clearly  fijred  by  Lord  Hardwicke :  he  It  is  further  remukaUe,  in  this  judicial  ar* 

lays  it  down  as  folk>ws:  **  The  first  ground  gument,  that  exceptions  are  allowed  not  only 

judges  have  gone  upoo  in  departing  from  strict  to  rules  of  evidence,  but  that  the  rulee  of  evi- 

rules,  is  abmlute  strict  necessity.    Sdly.  A  deoce  themselves  are  not  altogether  the  same, 

presumed  necessity."    Of  the  firat  he  gives  where  the  subject  matter  varies.    The  judges 

these  instances  ,*  **  In  the  case  of  writings  have,  to  facilitate  justice,  and  to  fevoor  com- 

aubsoribed  by  witnesses,  if  all  are  dead,  the  merce,  even  adoplnd  the  rules  of  foreign  laws, 

proof  of  one  of  tlieir  hantls  is  mfficient  to  eo-  They  have  takeu  for  granted,  and  w(wki  not 

tabiish  the  deed.    Where  an  original  is  kist,  sufier  to  be  t|ueslio(;rd,  tho  regularity  and  jua* 

a  copy  may  bo  admitted ;  if  im  copy,  thai  a  tioe  of  the  proc«<oiling8  (4*  fvrrign  courts,  and 

,  proof  by  witnesses  who  have  heard  the  deed ;  they  have   admitted   tliem  as  evidence,  not 

and  yet  h  is  a  thing  tho  law  abhors,  to  admit  only  of  the  fact  of  the  decision,  but  of  tlie  right 

the  nemoiy  of  man  for  evidanoa."    Thia  en*  as  to  ita  legality:  where  thara  are  feraiga  pap> 
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ties  interested,  and  in  '*  commercial  roatteiV,  admitted  to  be  wttnen  of  the  robbery,  as  a 
the  rules  of  evidence  are  not  quite  the  same  moral  or  presumed  necessity  is  sufficient." 
as  in  other  instances  in  courts  of  justice.   The  The  same  ieamed  magistrate,  pursuing  his 
case  of  Hue  and  Cry,  Brownlow,  47,  a  feme  argument  in  favour  of  liberality,  in  opening  and 
covert  is  not  a  lawful  witness  against  her  bus-  enlarging  the  avenues  to  justice,  does  not  ad- 
band,  except  in  cases  of  treason,  but  has  been  mit  "  that  the  authority  of  one  or  two  cases  » 
admitted  in  civil  cases. "^    The  testimony  of  a  valid  against  reason,  equity,  and  convenience, 
public  notary  is  evidence  by  the  law  of  France;  the    vital  principles  of  the  law/'     He  cites 
contracts  are   made  before  a  public  notary,  Weill  versus  Williams,  I  Raymond  28t,  to 
and  no  other  witness  necessary.      I  should  show  that  the  necessity  of  trade  has  rooUified 
think  it  would  be  no  doubt  at  all,  if  it  came  in  the  too  rigorous  rules  of  the  (M  law,  in  their 
question  here,  whether  this  would  be  a  valid  restraint  and  discouragement  of  aliens.    **  A 
contract ;  but  a  testimony  from  persons  of  that  J  ew  may  sue  at  thi$  day,  but  heretofore  he  eouid 
credit  and  foputation   would  be  received  as  nof,  for  then  they  T\-ere  looked  upon  as  ene- 
a  very  good  proof  in   f.;:eign  transactions,  mies,  but  nov  rommerce  has  taught  tho  workl 
and  would  authenticate  the  contract"— Chro.  more  humanity  ;  and  therefore  held  that  an 
Chal.  365.  alien  enemy,  coaaxiorant  here  by  the  license 

These  cases  show,  that  cotirts  always  go-  of  the  king,  and  un-ier  hb  protection,   may 
vera  themselves  by  these  rules  in  cases  of  fo-  maintain  a  debt  upoo  a  Itond,  though  he  did 
reign  transactions.    To  this  principle  Lord  not  come  with  safe  conduct.'*    So  iar  Parker, 
Hsirdwicke  accords;  and  enlarging  the  rule  concurring  with  Raymond,    iiif  proceeds,'*  It 
of  evidence  by  the  nature  of  the  subi'*ct,  and  was  objected  by  the  defendant*:'  cmmsel  thai 
Uie  exigencies  of  tho  case,  he  lays  it  down —  this  is  a  novelty,  and  that  what  i?ever  has  been 
<*  that  it  is  a  common  and  natural  ^resump-  done  ought  not  to  be  done."    Tav  answer  is, 
tioii,  ii%t  persons  of  tlic  Gentoo  reIij;ion8houkl  "  The  law  of  England  is  not  confined  to  par^ 
be  yi'«i<ipally  apprized  of  facts  a^)il  transac-  ticular  casos:  but  is  much  more  governed  by 
tiocls  Ml  their  own  country.     As  the  English  reason  than  by  any  one  case  wSa  e\er.    The 
have  only  a  factory  in  thin  country,  fcr  it  is  in  true  rule  is  laid  down  by  Lord  Vaughan,  foi. 
the  empire  of  the  great  Mogul,  if  we  ihsfuld  37,  38,  where  the  law,  saith  he,  is  hunen  and 
admit  Uiis  evidence  [Gentoo  evidence:  on  a  cUoTf  tihe  judges  must  determine  as  the  law  is, 
Gentoo  oath]  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  go-  without  regard  to  the  inequilableness  or  in* 
nius  of  the  law  of  England."    For   this  he  conveniency.    These  defecu.  if  tliey  happen 
cites    the  proceedings  of  our  court- of  adrai*  in  the  law,  can  only  be  remcdietl   by  {i«(4ia- 
ralty,  and  adopts  the  opinion  of  tho  author  who  */i<nit — but  where  the  law  is  d%>ubtful  aJMl  not 
stales  the  precedent — "  That  this   court  will  c'<  ur,  the  judges  ought  to  interpret  the  law  to 
give  credit  to  the  sentence  of  the  court  of  ad-  be  as  'i%  most  coiu^onant  u>  uqultyi  and  what 
miralty  in  France,  and  take  it  to  be  according  is  least  inconvenient." 
to  right,  and  will  not  examine  their  prcceod-  These  principles  of  equity,  convenience, 
ings ;  for  It  would  be  found  very  inconvenient  and  natural  reason,  lord  chief  justice  Lee 
if  one  kingdom  should,  by  peculiar  laws,  cor-  considered  in  the  same  ruling  light,  not  only 
rect  the  judgments  and  proceedings  of  another  as  guides  in  matter  of  interpretation  concern- 
kingdom."    Such  is  the  gcnuis  of  the  law  of  ing  law  in  general,  bwl,  in  particular,  as  coo- 
England,  that  these  two  principles  of  the  ge-  trouUcrs  of  the  whcto  law  of  evidence,  which 
neral  moral  necessities  of  things,  and  the  na-  being  artificial,  and  made  for  convenience,  is  to 
lure  of  the  case,  overrule  every  oth»T  princi-  be  governed  by  ih»l  convenience  for  which  it  is 
pie,   even  those  rules  which  seem   the  werj  made,  and  is  co  be  wholly  subservient  to  the 
strongest.    Chief  barnn  Parker,  in  unswur  to  stable  principles  of  substantial  justice.    **  I  do 
on  objection  made  af^inst  tlie  infidel  deponent,  appreheml,^*  said  that  chief  justice,  "  that  the 
"that  the  plaintiff  (m^\\  to  have  shown  that  rules  of  evidence  are  to  be  considered  as  if' 
be  could  not  havA  the  evidence  of  Christians,"  tificixl  rules,  framed  by  men  for  conv^ieito* 
says,  "  that,  rcpitgnant  to  natural  justice,  in  in  courts  of  justice.    This  is  a  case  that  o  ^.*v 
the  statute  c^  Hut^  and  Cry,  the  robbed   is  to  be  looked  upon  in  that  ligta  ^  and  I  take  it, 

that  considering  evidence  in  this  way   |viz. 

♦  N.  B.  In  some  criminal  cases  also,  ihougft  according  to  natural  justice]  is  aeroeable  to 

not  or  treason,  husband  is  admitted  to  prnr*  an  (he  genius  of  the  law  of  England." 

assault  upon  his  wife,  for  the  King,  ruled  by  rpj^^  sertinicni^of  Mirrav,  iben  ^nlioiwr- 

Raymond,  chief  jutftice,  Trin.  IJth  Geo.  Kin?  „.„^,.i    .ft„   .,.,.1.   1..^  ivr^n^i;..!)    .i^.  «r 

verius  Azire.  AnA  Icr  virious  oilier  exceptions,  general,  afte^vrardi  Lord  Manafi-M    are  of 

SCO  Bullcr's  Mai  Priu?,  ^35,  2S7.  ^^  *™ail  weight  iL  lUcniicives,  and  they  are 
Vol.  III.— 33 


516  BEPORT  VWM  THE  COMMtTTSE  AFK>INTED 

Mtbority  hy  bein^  judieUlly  adopted.     His  '*  AH  afidenoa  is  aocording  to  the  mljetf 

ide«0  go  to  tho  growing  melioration  of  the  matter  to  which  it  ie  applied.     There  is  a 

law,  bf  making  its  liberality  keep  pace  with  great  deal  of  difference  between  length  of  time 

llie  demands  of  justice,  and  the  actual  con-  that  operates  as  a  bar  to  a  claim,  and  ihat  which 

osms  of  the  world ;  not  restricting  the  in6-  is  used  only  by  way  of  evidence.    For  in* 

ttitely  direnified  oocasioas  of  men,  and  the  stance,  length  of  time,  merely  as  it  affects  evi 

rales  of  natural  Justice,  within  artificial  cir-  dence,  may  be  l«^i  to  the  consideration  of  the 

emnscriptions)  but  conforming  our  jurispni-  jtiry,  and   the  evidence  itelf  credited  or  not, 

denee  to  the  growth  of  our  oomraeree  aiid  of  according  to  the  inference  that  may  be  drawn, 

our  empire.     This  enlargement  of  our  con-  one  way  or  the  other,  from  the  circumstances 

oerns,  he  appears,  in  the  year  1744,  almost  of  the  case."   In  all  cases  of  evidence,  Lord 

to  have  foreseen,  and  he  lived  to  behold  it.  MansfieM^i  maiim  was  to  lean  to  admissibi* 

"  The   aifuiaenls  on  the  other  side,"  said  lity,  leaving  the  objections,  which  were  nsde 

dwt  great  light  of  the  bw,  (that  is,  crgnnents  to  competency,  to  go  to  credit,  and   to  be 

against  adarilting  the  testimony  in  question  weighed  in  the  mimhi  of  the  jury,  after  they 

from  the  novelty  of  the  case)  "  prove  nothing,  had  heard  it.    In  objections  to  wills,  and  to 

Docs  it  follow  from  thence,  that  no  witnesses  the  testimony  of  witnesses  to  them,  he  thought 

can  bo  eiamined  ia  a  case  that  never  specially  "  it  dear  that  the  judges  ought  to  lean  against 

existed  before  ?  or  that  an  action  cannot  be  objections  raised  on  the  ground  of  infomal- 

brought  in  a  case  that  never  happened  before  7  ity.** 

Reason  (being  stated  to  be  the  first  ground  Lord  Hardwicke  had  before  declared,  with 

of  all  laws,  by  the  author  of  the  book  called  great  truth,  **  That  the  boundaries  of  what 

Doctor  and  Student)  must  determine  the  case,  goes  to  the  credit,  and  what  to  the  competency, 

Therefore,  the  only  question  is,  whether  upon  are  very  nice,  and  that  the  latter  may  be  csrrH 

priiici|4esof  reason,  justice,  and  convenience,  ed  too  for  ;"  and  in  the  same  case  he  said, 

this  witness  be  admissible  V*  **  Cases  in  law  "  that  unless  the  objection  appeared  to  him  to 

depend  upon  the  oeeuiiefii  which  gave  rise  to  carry  a  strong  danger  of  peijury,  and  some 

diem.    All  occasions  do  not  arise  at  once  :  apparent  advantage  that  might  accrue  to  tho 

Now  a  particular  species  of  Indians  appears;  witness,  he  was  always  inclined  to  let  it  go  to 

hereafter  another  species  of  Indians  mayarise.  his  credit,  only  in  order  lo  let  in  a  proper  li^ 

A  statute  can  seMom  take  in  all  cases.  There-  to  the  case,  which  would  otherwise  be  shut  out , 

ibre  the  common  law,  that  works  itself  pure  by  and  in  a  doubtful  case,  he  said,  it  was  general^ 

rales  drawn  from  the  Ibtuitain  of  justice,  is  for  his  custom  to  admit  the  evidence,  and  give 

this  reason  superiour  to  an  act  of  parliament."  such  directions  to  the  jury  as  the  nature  of  the 

From  tlie  period  of  this  great  judgment  to  case  might  require.'' 

the  trial  of  Warrra  Hastings,  Esquire,  the  It  is  a  known  rule  of  evidence,  that  an  inta- 

law   has  gone  on  continualtv  working  itself  rest  in  the  matter  to  be  supported  by  testimony, 

pore  (to  use  Lord  Mansfield's  expression)  by  disqualifies  a  wiuiess;  yet  Lord  Mansfirid 

ndee  drawn  from  the  fountain  of  justice.  "  Ge-  held,  *'  That  nice  objections  to  a  remote  inte> 

neral  rales,'*  said  (he  same  person,  when  he  rest,  which  could  not  be  released,  though  they 

sat  upon  the  bench,  «  are  wisely  established  held  in  other  cases,  were  not  allowed  to  dis- 

fiv  attaining  justice  with  ease,  certainty,  and  qualify  a  witness  to  a  will,  (as  in  the  case  of 

despatch.    But  the  great  end  of  diem  being  parishionera  having  a  devise  to  the  use  of  the 

to  dojuitiee,  the  court  will  ste  that  it  be  really  poor  of  the  parish  for  ever.)"    He  went  still 

obtained.    The  courts  have  Uen  more  liberal  further,  and  his  doctrine  tends  so  fully  to  settle 

of  late  yeara  in  their  determinatVms,  and  have  the  principle  of  departure  from,  or  adherence 

more  endeavoured  to  attend  to  the  real  justice  to,  rales  of  evidence,  that  your  coipmittee  in- 

of  the  case  than  formerly."    On  another  oo-  sorts  pan  of  the  argument  at  large.    "  The 

casion,  of  a  proposition  fbr  setthig  asidv  a  ver-  disability  of  a  wiuiess  from  interest  is  very  dif^ 

diet,  he  said,  "  This  seems  to  b«  the  trae  ferent  from  a  positive  incapacity.    Jf  a  deed 


incapacity  to  authenticate  it ;  but  object! 

has  been  often  cited."  In  conformity  to  this  htterest  are  deductions  from  natural  roasoo, 
principle,  the  supposed  rules  of  evidence  have,  and  proceed  upon  a  presumption  of  too  great  a 
in  bte  tiroes  and  judgments,  instead  of  being  bias  in  the  mmd  of  the  witness,  and  the  p«*- 
drawB  to  a  greater  degree  of  strictness,  been  lie  utility  «)f  rejecting  partial  testimony.  Pre- 
gr«afly  related.  sumptions  stand  no  longer  thin  till  the  oootniy 
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h  prared.    The  preeumptioa  of  bias  may  b«  punulunent  of  their  oiioaeei  weuU  haw  eo- 

Uken  off  by  showing  that  the  witness  has  a  joyed  the  reward  of  their  perjury, 

(peat  or  a  greater  interest  the  other  way,  or  Lord  Mansfield,  it  seems,  had  been  nisledy 

that  he  has  given  it  up.    The  presumption  of  ma  certain  case,  with  regard  to  precedents, 

public  utiHty  may  be  answered,  by  showing  His  opinion  was  against  the  reason  and  equity 

that  it  would  be  very  inconYenieot,  under  the  of  the  supposed   practice,  but  he  supposed 

particular  circumstances,  not  to  receive  such  himself  not  at  liberty  to  give  way  lo  his  own 

testimony.    Therefiire,  from   the  course  of  wishes  and  opinions.     On  discovering  his 

business,  necessity,  and  otiier  reasons  of  ex-  enrour,  he  considered  himself  as  freed  from  an 

pedience,  numberU$»  noepttoiu  are  allowed  to  iniolenble  burthen,  and  hastened  to  undo  bis 

the  generid  rule.*'  former  determination.   *'  There  are  no  prece* 

These  being  the  principles  of  later  juris-  dents,"  said  he,  with  some  exultatioo,"  which 

prudence,  the  judges  have  suffered  no  positive  stand  in  the  way  of  our  determining  liberally, 

rule  of  Of  idence  to  counteract  those  principles,  equitably,  and  according  to  the  true  ig^ftrtion 

They  have  even  sufTved  subscribing  witnesses  of  the  parties."    In  the  same  case,  his  leann 

to  a  will,  which  recftea  the  soundness  of  mind  ed  assessour,  Justice  Wihnot,  felt  the  same 

in  the  testator,  to  be  examined  to  prove  his  sentiments.    His  expressions  are  remarkable : 

insanity,  even  when  the  court  received  evi-  **  Courts  of  law  ought  to  concur  with  courts  of 

dence  to  overturn  that  teatimony,  and  to  destroy  equity,  in  the  execution  of  tliose  powers  which 

the  credit  of  those  witaeeses.    Five  witnesses  are  very  oonveniem  to  be  inserted  in  setH^ 

bad  attested  a  will  and  codicH.  They  were  ad-  meats  ;  and  they  ought  not  to  listen  to  nice 

mitted  to  annul  the  wiU  which  they  had  them-  distuactions,  that  savow  of  the  schoob,  but  te 

aehres  attested.    Objections  were  taken  to  the  be  guided  by  true  good  sense  and  manly  re»* 

competency  of  one  of  the  witnesses  in  support  son.    After  the  statute  of  Uses,  it  is  much  to 

of  the  will  against  the  testimony  of  its  subscrS>-  be  lamented,  that  the  courts  of  common  law 

lag  witnesses.    1st,  That  the  witness  was  an  had  not  adopted  all  the  rules  and  maxiom  of 

executor  in  trust,  and  so  liable  to  actiona.  Sdly,  the  courta  of  equity.    This  would  have  pr»* 

As  having  acted  under  the  trust ;  whereby,  if  vented  the  absurdity  of  receiving  costs  in  one 

tfie  wiU  were  set  aside,  he  would  be  liable  to  court,  and  paying  ihem  in  another." 

answer  for  damages  incurred  by  the  sale  of  the  Your  committee  does  not  produce  the  doo- 

deceased'schamberstoa  Mr.  Frederick.   Mr.  trine  of  thb  particular  case,  as  direotly  ap* 

Frederick  offered  to  submit  to  a  rule  to  release,  plicable  to  their  charge,  no  more  than  several 

for  the  sake  of  public  justice.    Those  who  of  the  others  here  cited.    We  do  not  know  on 

maimained  the  objection  cited  Siderein,  a  re-  what  precedents  or  principles  the  evidence 

porter  of  much  authority,  61, 115,  and  Isl  Keble  proposed  by  us  has  been  deemed  inadmissible 

134.     Lord  Mansfield,  chief  justice,  did  not  by  the  judges ;  therefore  against  the  grounds  of 

eontrevert  those  authorities ;  but  in  the  course  this  rejection,  we  find  it  difficult  directly  t« 

of  obtaining  substantial  justice,  he  treated  both  oppoee  any  thing.  These  precedents  and  theso 

of  them  with  equal  contempt,  though  detennin-  doctrines  are  broughi  to  show  the  general 

ed  byjudges  of  high  reputation.   His  wonlsare  temper  of  the  courts,  their  growing  liberality, 

remarkable :  *<  We  do  not  now  sit  here  lo  take  and  the  general  tendency  ^  all  tJwir  reason- 

our  rules  of  eridonce  from  Siderein  and  Ke-  ings  and  all  their  determinations  to  set  aside 

ble."    He  overruled  the  objection  upon  more  all  such  technical  subtleties,  or  fbrnial  rales, 

recent  s     tori  ties,  which,  though  not  in  'simi-  which  might  stand  in  the  way  of  the  discovery  of 

lar  circumstances,  he  considered  as  i^ithin  the  truth,  and  the  attainment  of  justice.  Tlie  cases 

reason.    The  court  du  ^  o:  think  it  necessary  are  adduced  fbrthe  principles  ihey  contain, 

that  the  witness  should  release,  as  he  had  ofier-  The  period  of  ihe  cases  and  argurncuts  wa 

ed  to  do.    **  It  appeared  on  this  trial  (says  have  citod,  was  that  in  which  large  and  libe- 

Justice  Blackstone)   that  a  bkck  conspiracy  ral  principles  of  evidence  were  more  declared, 

was  formed  to  set  aside  the  genlloman's  will,  and  more  regularly  brought  into  system.    But 

without  aay  foundation  whatever."    A  pro-  they  had  been  gradually  improving ;  and  there 

secutioa  against  three  of  the  testamentary  are  few  principles  of  the  later  decisions  which 

witnesses  was  recommended,  who  were  afler*  are  not  lo  be  finind  in  determinations  on  xK^»m 

wards  convicted  of  perjury.  Had  strict  fbrmai>  prior  to  the  time  we  refer  to.    Net  to  v»»c«.ti> 

kies,  with  regard  to  evidence,  been  adhered  to  this  matter,  and  yet  to  bring  it  wiu«  vjine 

in  any  part  of  this  proceeding,  that  very  black  degree  of  clearness  before  the  Hoiit«,  your 

conspiracy  would  have  aucceeded  ;  and  those  committee  will  refer  but  to  a  lew  au'.Vkrtties, 

biack  conspirators,  instead  of  receiving  the  and  those  which  seem  most  incnc^iiaisly  to 
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relate  to  the  nature  of  ihe  cause  entrusted  to 
them.    In  Michaelmas,  II  W.  III.  the  King 
«.  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet — A  witness,  who 
had  really  been  a  prisoner,  and  voluntarily  suf* 
fered  to  escape,  was  |Mt)duced  to  prove  the 
escape.    To  the  witness  it  was  objected,  that  - 
be  had  given  a  bond  to  be  a  true  prisoner,  which 
he  had  forffraed  by  escaping ;  besides,  he  had 
been  retaken.    His  testimony  was  allowed; 
and  by  the  court,  among  other  things,  it  was 
snid,  in  secret  transaciioos,  if  any  of  the  par- 
ties concerned  are  not  to  be,  for  the  necessity 
of  the  third,  admitted  as  evidence,  it  will  be 
impassible  to  detect  the  practice ;  as  in  cases 
of  the  statute  of  Hue  and  Cry,  the  party  rob- 
bed shall  be  a  witness  to  charge  the  humlred  ; 
and  in  the  case  of  Cooke  v.  Watts  in  the 
Exchequer,  where  one  who  had  been  prejudi- 
ced by  the  will  was  admitted  an  evidence  to 
prote  it  forged.*    So  in  the  case  of  King  v. 
Harris  where  a  feme  covert  was  admitted  as 
a  witness  ibr  fraudulenUy  drawing  her  in, 
when  sole,  to  give  a  warrant  of  attorney  for 
confessing  a  judgment  on  an  imlawful  consi^ 
deration,  whereby  execution  was  sued   out 
against  her  husband ;  and  Holt,  chief  justice, 
hekl,  that  a  feme  covert  could  not,  by  law,  be 
a  witness  to  convict  one  on  an  informatioo ; 
yet,  in  Lord  Audley^s  case,  it  being  a  rape 
on  her  person,  she  wu  receir<»J  to  give  evi- 
dence against  him,  and  the  court  concurred 
with  him,  because  it  was  the  best  evidence 
the  nature  of  the  thing  w  ijld  allow.    This 
decision  of  Holt  refers  to  oUien  more  early, 
and  all  on  the  same  principle ;  and  it  is  not 
of  this  day  that  this  one  gr<'at  principle  of 
eminent  public  expedience,  thi.^ moral  necessi- 
ty,! "  that  crimes  should  n«it  escape  with 
impunity ,''  has  in  all  cases  overborne  all  the 
conunon  juridical  rules  of  evidence — It  has 
even  prevailed  over  the  first  and  most  natural 
construction  of  acts  of  parliament,  and  that  in 
matters  of  so  penal  a  nature  as  high  treason. 
It  is  known  that  statutes  made,  not  to  open  and 
enlarge,  but  on  fairgrounds,  to  straiten  proofs, 
require  two  witnesses  in  cases  of  high  treason. 
So  it  was  understood   without   dispute,  and 
without  distinction,  until  the  argument  of  a 
case  in  the  high  court  of  justice,  during  tlie 
usurpation.    It  was  the  case  of  the  Presby- 
terian minister,  Love,  tried  for  high  treacou 
against  the  commonwealth,  in  an  ailempt  to 
restore  the  king.     In  this  trial,  it  was  con- 
tended ibr  and  admitted,  that  one  witness  to 

*  L'l  (bis  single  point  Holt  did  not  concur  with 
the  rest  of  the  judges. 

t  Interest  RcipublicA  ut  maleficla  ne  rema- 
neant  impuniia. 


one  overt  act,  and  one  to  another  overt  act 
of  tbo  same  ireaaou,  o  .ghi  to  be  deemed 
suiTicieni.  This  precedent,  though  furnished 
in  limes  from  which  pr9cedents  were  cautiously 
drawn,  was  received  as  authority  thrvughoitt 
the  whole  reign  of  Charles  the  Second.  It 
was  equally  followed  after  the  revolution ;  and 
at  this  day  it  is  undoubted  law.  It  is  not  so 
from  the  natural  or  technical  rules  of  constroo- 
tion  of  the  act  of  parliament,  but  fh«ni  die 
principles  of  juridical  policy.  AU  the  judges 
who  have  ruled  it,  all  the  writers  of  credit  who 
have  written  upon  it,  assign  this  reason,  and 
this  only.  That  treasons  being  plotted  in  se- 
crecy, could  in  few  cases  be  otherwise  brought 
to  punishment. 

The  same  principle  of  policy  has  dictated 
a  principle  of  relazaticm,  with  regard  to  severe 
rules  of  evidence,  in  all  cases  similar,  thou^ 
of  a  lower  order  in  the  scale  q{  crimmality. 
It  is  against  fundamental  maxims,  that  an 
accomplice  shouM  be  admitted  as  a  witneas. 
-—But  accomplices  are  admitted  from  the 
policy  of  justice,  otherwise  confederacies  of 
crime  could  not  be  dissolved. 

There  is  no  rule  more  solid,  than  that  a 
man  shall  not  entitle  himself  to  profit  by  hit 
own  testimony.  But  an  informer,  in  casa 
of  highway  r(^bery,  may  obtain  fiorty  pounds 
to  his  own  profit  by  his  own  evidence:  this 
is  not  in  consequence  cf  positive  provision 
in  the  act  of  parliament  ~it  is  a  provision  of 
policy,  lest  the  purpose  of  the  act  shouU  be 
defeated. 

Now,  if  policy  has  dictated  this  very  large 
construction  of  an  act  of  parliament,  concern- 
ing high  treason ;  if  the  same  policy  has  die* 
tated  exceptions  to  the  clearest  and  broadeal 
rules  of  evidence,  in  other  highly  penal 
catises ;  and  if  all  this  latitude  is  taken  con* 
coming  matters  for  the  greater  part  within 
our  insular  bounds  ,<— your  committee  oouki 
not,  with  safety  to  the  larger  and  more  re- 
medial justice  of  the  law  of  parliament,  ad- 
mit any  rules  or  pretended  rules,  uncorrected 
and  uncontrouUed  by  circumstances,  to  pre- 
vail in  a  trial,  which  regarded  offences  of  a 
nature  difficult  of  detection,  and  coamnitted 
far  from  the  sphere  of  the  ordinary  practice 
of  our  courts. 

If  any  thing  of  an  over^brmal  sirxrinesr 
is  introduced  into  the  trial  of  Warren  Has- 
tings, Esquire,  it  does  not  Mem  to  be  copied 
firom  Ihe  decisions  of  these  tribunals.  It  it 
with  great  satis&ction  your  committee  has 
found,  that  the  reproach  of  "  disgraceful  suV 
tieties,"  inferiour  rules  of  evidence,  which 
prevent  the  discovery  of  truth,  of  fbcBs,  and 
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Modes  of  proceeding,  which  stand  in  the  wsy  grounds  are  estabiisbed)  in  the  place  of  proof, 

of  that  justice,  ibe  forwarding  of  >vhiclt  is  the  where  better  is  warning,  but  are  to  be  always 

■oie  rational  object  of  their  invontioni  cannot  ovcrttirned  by  counter  proof. 

&ir!y  bo  imputed  to  the  coinrooa  law  of  £ng-  Those  presumptions  mostly  go  to  the  tnfen- 

land,  or  to  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  courts  tion.    In  all  criminal  cases,  the  crime  (except 

below.  where  tite  law  itself  implies  malice)  consists 

rather  in  the  ioientiod  than  the  action.    Now, 

CIRCUMSTANTIAL  EVIDENCE,  fltc  the   intention  is  proved  but  by  two  ways ; 

either,  Isc,  by  confession— ^his  first  case  is 

The  rules  of  evidence  in  civil  and  in  cri-  rare  but  simple— Sdly,  by  circumstantial  proof 

minal  cases,  in  law  and  in  equity,  being  only  —this  is  difficult,  and  requires  care  and  pains, 

reascm  methoiUzed,  are  certainly  the  same.  The  connexion  of  the  intention  and  the  cir- 

Your  committee  however  finds,  that  the  far  curostanees  u  plainly  of  such  a  nature,  as  more 

greater  part  of  the  law  o(  evidence  to  be  to  depend  on  the  sagacity  of  the  observer,  than 

loand.  in  cur  books,  turns  upon  questions  re-  on  the   excellence  of  any  rule.    The  pains 

lative  to  civil  concerns.    Civil  cases  regard  taken  by  the  civilians  on  that  subject,  have 

property :  Now,  although  property  itself,  is  not  been  very  fruitful ;  and  the  English  law 

not,  yet  almost  every  thing  concerning  pro-  writers  have,  perhaps,  as  wisely,  in^a  manner 

perty,  and  all  its  modifications,  is  of  artificial  abandoned  thq,  pursuiL    In  truth,  it  seems  a 

contrivance.      The  rules  concerning  it  b»-  wild  attempt  to  lay  down  any  rule  tor  the  proof 

come  more  positive,  as  connected  with  posi-  of  intention  by  circamstantiail  evidence ;  ail  the 

live  institution.    The  legislator  therefore  al-  acts  of  the  party ;  all  things  that  ex])lain  or  throw 

ways,  the  jurist  frequently,  may  <Mrdain  certain  light  on  these  acts ;  all  the  acts  of  others  rela^ 

methods,  by  which  alone  they  will  suffer  such  tive  to  the  ifTair,  that  come  to  his  knowledge, 

matters  to  be  known  and  establiriied ;  because,  and  may  influence  him  ;  his  friendships  and 

their  very  essence,  for  the  greater  part,  de-  enmities,  his  promises,  his  threats,  the  truth 

pends  on  the  arbitrary  conventions  of  men.  of  his  discourses,  the  falsehood  of  his  apolo- 

Men  act  on  them  with  all  the  power  of  a  gies,  pretenoes,  and  explanations ;  his  looks, 

Creator  over  his  creature.    They  make  fie-  his  speech ,  his  silence  where  he  was  called  to 

tionsoflaw,  and  presumptions  of  law  (prsncfi^  speak  ;  every  thing  which  tends  to  establish 

tionet  juris  et  de  jure)   according  to  their  the  ocMmexion  between  all  these  particulars  ;— 

ideas  of  utility— and  against  those  fictions  and  every  circumstance,  precedent,  concomitant 

against  presumptions  so  created,  they  do  and  and  subsequent,  becomo  parts  of  circumstantial 

may  reject  all  evidence.    However,  even  in  evidence.    These  are  in  their  nature  infinite, 

these  cases  there  is  some  restraint.  Lord  Mans-  and  cannot  be  comprehended  within  any  rule, 

field  has  let  in  a  liberal  spirit  against  the  fio-  or  brought  nnder  any  classification, 

tions  of  law  themselves ;  and  he  declared,  that  Now,  as  the  Uact  of  that  presumptive  and 

ne  would  do,  what  in  (Moe  case  he  actually  did}  conjectural  proof  rarely,  if  ever,  d*'pends  on 

and  most  wisely— that  ho  woukl  admit  evi-  one  fact  only,  but  is  collected  from't'te  number 

dence  against  a  fiction  of  law,  when  the  fio-  and  accumulation  of  circumstances  coocnrrent 

tion  militated  against  the  policy  on  which  it  in  one  point,  we  do  not  find  an  instance,  until 

was  made.  this  trial  of  Warren  Hastings,  Esquire,  (which 

Thus  it  is  with  things  which  owe  their  ex-  has  produced  many  novelties)  that  attempts 

istence  to  men :  But,  where  the  subject  is  of  a  have  been  made  by  any  court  to  call  on  the 

physical  nature,  or  of  a  moral  nature,  inde-  prosecutor  for  an  account  of  the  purpose  for 

pendent  of  their  conventions,  men  have  no  which  he  means  to  produce  each  particle  of 

other  reasonable  authority,  than  to  register  tliis  circumstantial  evidence,  to  take  up  the 

and  digest  the  results  of  experience  and  obsei^  circumstances  one  by  one,  to  prejudge  the 

vation.    Crimes  are  the  actions  of  physical  efllicacy  of  each  matter  separately  in  proving 

beings,  with  an  evil  intention  abusing  their  the  point ;  and  thus  to  break  to  pieces  and  to 

physical  powers  against  justice,  and  to  the  garble  those  fiicts,  upon  the  multitude  of  which, 

detriment  of  society ;  in  this  case,  fictions  of  their  combination,  and  the  relation  of  all  their 

law  and  artificial  presumptions  (jvri»  etjwe)  component  parts  to  each  other,  and  to  the 

have  little  or  no  place.     The.  presumptions  culprit,  the  whole  force  and  virtue  of  this  evi- 

which  belong  to  criminal  cases  are  those  na-  dence  depends.    To  do  any  thing  which  can 

tural  and  popular  presmnptions  which  are  only  destroy  this  collectiTO  eUbct,  is  to  deny  cir- 

observations  turned  into  maxims,  like  adages  cumstantial  eridence. 

•nd  apothegms,  and  are  admitted  (whao  tlMir  Your  oommittec  too  cannot  but  aprsaftliair 
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nrprite,  al  the  pftr\ict]lar  period  of  the  pnmeaX  coBtradicdng  a  freat  part,  if  aoc  all,  of  i1m« 

trial,  when  the  altempta  to  which  we  have  ak>  circuinslancea.    But  if  the  circttmslancea  are 

luded  firel  hegan  to  he  made.     The  two  lint  anch  ax,  when  laid  together,  bring  eoonction 

great  branchea  of  the  aecueation  of  thia  House  to  your  minda,  it  is  then  fiiU/  equal,  if  net, 

againat  Warren  Haatinss,  Eaquire,  relate  to  aa  I  tokl  you  belbre,  mart  convincmg  than 

public  and  notorioua  ada,  capable  of  direct  poaitive  evidence.*'    In  the  trial  of  DmellaB 

proof;  such  as  the  expubioo  of  Cheit  Sing,  no  such  selection  was  used  as  we  have  lately 

with  ita  consequences  oo  the  province  of  Be-  experienced  ;  do  limitation  to  die  production 

narea,  and  the  seixure  of  the  treaaures  and  of  every  matter,  before,  at,  and  after  the  fact 

jaghires  of  the  begums  of  Oude.    Yet,  in  the  charged.    The  trial  wsa  (as  we  conceive) 

proofof  those  crimes,  your  committee  cannot  rightly  conducted  by  the  leanied  judge-4»»* 

justly  complain,  that  we  were  very  narrowly  cauae  secret  crimes,  such  as  secret  assassina- 

circumscribed  in  the  production  of  much  cir-  tion,  poisoning,  bribery,  peculation,  and  ex- 

cumstantial  as  well  as  positive  evidence.    We  tortion  (the  three  last  of  which  this  House 

did  not  &id  any  serious  resistance  on  thii  has  charged  upon  Mr.  Hastings)  can  veiy 

head,  till  we  came  to  make  good  our  chargea  rarely  be  proved  in  any  other  way.   That  way 

of  secret  crinses ;  crimes  of  a  class  and  de-  of  proof  is  made  to  give  satit&ction  to  a 

scriptioo,  in  the  proof  of  which,  all  judges  of  all  searching,  equitable,   and  intelligent  mind; 

countries  have  fiwnd  it  necessary  to  relax  and  tliere  must  not  be  a  failure  of  justice, 

almost  all   their  rulea  of  competency;  such  Lord  MansfieU  has  said,  that  he  did  not 

crimes  as  peculatkni,  pecuniary  frauds,  extor-  know  a  case,  in  which  proof  might  not  be 

tion,  and  bribery.    Eight  out  of  nine  of  the  supplied. 

questiona  put  to  the  judges  by  the  lords,  in  the  Your  committee  has  resorted  to  the  trial 

first  stage  of  the  praeccution,  related  to  cir-  of  Donellan ;  and  they  have,  ajMi  do  mndi 

cumstanoes  offered  in  proof  of  these  secret  rely  upon  it,  first,  on  account  of  the  known 

erimee.  learning  and  ability  of  the  judge  who  tried 

Much  industry  and  art  have  been  used,  the  cause,  and  the  particular  attention  he  has 

among  the  illiterate  and  unexperienced,  lo  paid  to  the  subject  of  evidence,  which  fcrms 

throw  imputations  on  thw  prosecution,  and  its  a  book  in  his  treatise  on  mm  prmt.    Next, 

conduct,  because  so  great  a  proportion  of  the  because,  as  the  trial  went  wMfy  on  circtmH 

evidence  offered  on  this  trial  (especially  on  atantial  evidence,  the  proceedings  in  iifumisk 

the  latter  chargea)  has  been  circumstantial,  aome  of  the  most  complete  luid  the  fullest 

Againat  the  prejudices  of  the  ignorant,  your  examples  on  that  subject.    Thirdly,  because 

committee  oppoaes  the  judgment  of  the  leanw  the  case  is  recent ;  and  the  law  cannot  be 

ed.    It  is  known  lo  them  that,  when  this  proof  supposed  to  be  materially  altered  since  the 

is  in  its  greatest  perfection,  that  is,  when  it'is  time  of  that  event. 

most  abundant  in  circumstances,  it  is  much  Comparing  the  proceedings  on  that  trial, 

superior  to  positive  proof;  and   for  this  we  and  the  doctrines  from  the  bench,  with  the 

have  the  authority  of  tho  learned  judge  who  doctrines  we  have  heard  from  the  woolsack, 

presided  at  the  tnal  of  Captain  I>oiieUan : —  your  committee  cannot  comprehend  how  they 

**  On  the  part  of  ihe  prosecution,  a  great  deal  of  can  be  reconciled.    For,  the  lords  oompeiled 

evidence  lias  been  laid  before  you.    It  is  oU  the  managers  to  declare  ^r  what  purpose  they 

circumstantial  evidence,  and  in  its  nature  it  produced  each  separate  member  of  ihfir  cir- 

! .                                      must  be  so ;  for,  in  cases  of  this  sort,  no  man  cumatantial  evidence ;  a  tiling,  as  r.f  ti»nc«iTC, 

is  weak  enough  to  commit  the  act  in  the  pr»-  not  usual,  and  particularly  not  obscrv'v  iu  ih^ 

sence  of  other  persons,  or  to  suffer  them  to  see  trial  of  Donclian.    We  have  obeervf>i  :ii  tn.x\ 

what  he  does  at  iho  time ;  and  therefore  it  can  trial,  and  in  most  others  to  which  we  have 

only  be  made  out  by  circumstances,  either  had  occasion  lo  resort,  that  the  prvecuior  is 

before  the  committing  of  tho  act,  at  the  time  suffered  to  proccf'd  narratively  ai«d  tii^torical- 

when  it  was  committed,  or  subsequent  to  it ;  ly,  without  interrupt  itm.    Tf  indec^i,  f  ^pr>ean 

and  a  presumption,  which  necessarily  arises  on  the  face  of  the  ii^itiAtiuk,  that  «^ft<  U  re- 

fironi  circumstances,  is  very  often  more  coo-  priMr.!itorf  to  hnvs  been  .-viid,  wrirtfYt,  or  done, 

vincing  and  more  satis&ctory  than  any  other  did  not  oome  to  the  knowledge  o\-  ihe  prisoner, 

kind  of  evidenoe,  because  it  is  not  within  the  a  question  sometimes,  but  rarely,  has  been 

reach  and  compass  of  htmian  abilities  to  in-  asked,  whether  the  prisoner  could  be  affected 

vent  a  train  of  circumstances,  n-hich  shall  be  with  the  knowledge  of  it.  When  a  connexion 

so  connected  together,  as  to  atao^ni  to  a  proof  with  the  person  of  the  prisoner  has  beon  in 

of  guiUy  withoat  a:IordiBg  opportunitiea  of  uy  way  shown,  or  even  promised  to  be  shows 
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lh»  vridenoe  i»  allowed  to  go  od  without  fur*  and  in  «  BarrattvA  cludn  oT  cireumaUntiai 
Uier  oppoMtioB.  Thti  sondiog  of  a  sealad  proof}  offered  in  evidence.  It  was  not  peiw 
letter,  tlub  receipt  of  a  sealed  letter,  inferred  mined  to  be  read— «nd  on  the  20th  and  Slat 
from  the  delivery  to  the  prisoner'a  servant;  of  May  1789,  we  were  told,  from  the  wool^ 
Che  bare  possession  of  a  paper  written  by  any  sack,  **  that  when  a  paper  is  not  evidence  bv 
other  person,  on  the  pcosumptioo  that  th«c<&>  itself'  (such  this  part  of  the  consultation  U 
tents  of  sudi  letters,  or  such  paper,  were  seems  was  reputed)  "  a  party  who  wishes  to 
known  to  the  prisoner ;  and  the  being  present  introduce  a  paper  of  that  kind,  is  called  upor 
when  any  thing  was  said  or  done,  on  the  not  only  to  state,  but  to  make  out  on  proofs 
presumptioQ  of  hb  seeing  or  hearing  what  the  whole  of  the  grounds  upon  which  he  pro- 
passed,  have  been  respectively  ruled  to  be  ceeds  to  make  that  paper  proper  evidence, 
■ufficient.  If,  on  the  other  hand  no  circuro-  That  the  evidence  that  is  produced  roust  ba 
■tanoe  of  connexion  has  been  proved,  the  judge,  tht  dmnBtmowr  of  the  party  respecting  that 
in  summing  up,  has  directed  the  jury  to  pay  paper ;  and  it  is  the  connexion  between  thcmt 
no  regard  to  a  letter  or  cunveisation,  the  as  meierial  to  the  charge  depeudmg^  that  will 
proof  of  which  has  so  fiuied— a  course  much  enable  them  to  be  produced." 
less  liable  to  inoonvenieace,  where  the  same  Tour  committee  observes,  that  this  was 
persons  deeide  both  the  law  and  the  fact.  not  a  paper  foreign  to  the  prisoner,  and  sent 

To  illustrate  the  difficulties  to  which  your  to  him  aa  a  Ictterf  the  reoeipt  of  which,  and 

committee  was  subjected  on  this  head,  we  his  conduct  thereon,  were  to  be  brought  home 

thiidc  it  sufficient  to  submit  to  the  House  (re*  to  him,  to  infer  his  guilt  from  his  demeanour, 

serving  a  more  full  discussion  of  this  impor-  It  was  an  oflke  document  of  his  ovm  depart- 

tant  point  to  another  occasion)  the  following  ment,  concerning  himself,  and  kept  by  officers 

short  statoment  ofau  incident  whidi  occurred  of  his  own,  and  by  himself  transmitl&cl,  as  we 

in  this  trial.  have  said,  to  the  court  of  directors.    Its  proof 

By  aa  express  order  of  the  court  of  direc-  was  in  the  record.    The  charge  made  against 

tors  (to  whieh  by  the  express  words  of  the  him,  and  his  demeanour  on  being  acquainted 

act  of  parliament,  under  which  he  he.kd  his  with  it,  were  not  in  separate  evidence.    They 

office,  he  was  ordered  to  yield  obedience)  all  lay  together,  and  composed  a  connectc^i 

Mr.  Hastings  and  his  colleagues  were  direct  narrative  of  the  business,  authenticated  by 

ed  to  make  aa  inquiry  into  all  (fences  of  bri«  himself. 

bery  and  eorruption  in  <^6ce.    On  the  Uih  In  this  case  it  seems  to  your  committee  ex- 

of  March  a  charge  in  writing  of  bribery  and  tremely  irregular  and  preposterous  to  demand 

corruption  in  office  was  brought  against  him*  previous  and  extraneous  proofs  of  the  deroean- 

self.    On  the  ISih  of  the  same  month,  the  our  of  the  party  respecting  the  paper,  and 

accuser,  a  man  of  high  rank,  the  rajah  Nund*  the  connexion  between  them,  as   nuUcrial  to 

comar,  appears  personally  before  the  council,  the  charge  depending;  for  this  wouU  be  to  try 

to  make  good  his  charge  against  Mr.  Has-  what  the  effect  and  operation  of  the  evidence 

tings  before  his  own  (ace.    Mr.  Hastings  w«Hild  be  on  the  Lssue  of  the  cause,  before  its 

thereon  fell  into  a  very  intemperate  heat,  prO'luctioo. 

obstinately  refused  to  be  present  at  the  ex-  i'h';  doctrine  so  laid  down,  demands  that 

aminatiou,  attcniptod  to  dissolve  the  council,  every  several  circumstance  should  jn  itself  be 

and  connmiaciciisly  retired  from  it.     Three  owclusive,  or  at  least  ehouki  afford  a  violent 

of  the  other  members,  a  majority  of  the  eoun-  presumption  ;  it  must,  we  were  told,  without 

cil,  in  execution  of  their  duty,  and  in  obedi-  question,  be  material  to  the  cbarg»<lepcnding : 

ence  to  Uie  orders  received  under  the  act  of  but,  as  we  conceive,  its  materiality,  more  or 

parliament,  pfoceoded  to  take  the  evidence,  less,  is  not  in  thofirkt  instance  to  be  established, 

which  is  \Try  minuto  and  particular,  and  was  To  make  it  admissible,  it  is  enough  to  give 

eutered  in  tJie  records  of  the  eoimeil  by  the  proof,  or  to  raise  a  legal  inference,  of  its  oon- 

rcgnlar  official  secretary.    It  was  afterwards  nexion  both  with  the  charge  depending,  and 

read  in  Mr.  Hastings's  own  presence,  and  the  person  of  the  party  charged,  where  it  does 

by  him  transmitted,  mder  his  own  signature,  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  evidence  offered, 

to  the  court  of  directors.    A  separato  letter  Besides,  by  this  new  doctrine,  the  materiality 

w;.-  also  writton  by  bun,  about  the  same  time,  required  to  be  shown,  must  be  decided  from  a 

deckling,  on  his  part,  that  in  any  inquiry  into  consideration,  not  of  ilie  whole  circumstance, 

liis  C'Hiduct,  <*  not  a  single  word  should  en-  but,  in  truth,  of  one  half  of  the  circumsuuice 

cofw  '>bservation."     Thb  proceeding  in  the  of  a  deameanour,  unconnected  with,  and  ua- 

coundl,  your  ooauaittee,  in  its  natural  .order,  explained  by,  that  on  which  it  aros?,  though 
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tli«  ooan«zkMi  between  the  demeanour  of  the  the  amngeiiMnt.    Theee  are  purely  ubitHw 

party  and  the  paper  is  that  which  must  be  shown  ry  ;  without  the  least  reTereuce  to  any  find 

to  be  material.    Your  oommilteei  after  all  they  principle  in  the  nature  of  things,  or  to  any 

have  heard,  is  yet  to  learn  how  the  fall  force  and  settled  maxim  of  jurisprudence,  and  eonse- 

efiect  of  any  demeanour,  as  evidence  of  guilt  quently  are  variable  at  every  instant,  as  tha 

or  innocence,  can  be  known,  unless  it  be  also  conveniences  of  the  cause  may  require, 

fully  known  to  what  that  demeanour  applied ;  We  admit,  that  in  the  order  of  mew  arrangs- 

unless  when  a  person  did  or  said  any  thing,  it  ment  there  is  a  difference  between  cnmi- 

be  known,  not  generally  and  abstractedly,  that  nation  of  witness  in  chief,  and  cross  exami- 

a  paper  was  road  to  him,  but  particularly  and  nation,  and  that  in  genera*  tlicse  several  parli 

specifically  what  were  the  contents  of  that  are  properly  cast,  according  to  iho  situation  *i 

paper :  whether  they  were  matters  lightly  or  the  parties  in  the  cause  ;  but  there  neither  is 

weightily  alleged;  within  the  power  of  the  party  nor  can  be  any  precise  rule  to  discriminate 

accused  to  have  confuted  on  the  spot,  if  false;  the  exact  bpunds  between  examination  and 

or  such  aa,  though  he  mi^t  have  denied,  he  cross  examination.    So,  as  to  time,  there  is 

could   not  instantly  have  disproved.     The  necesiiariiy  some  limit,  birt  a  limit  bard  to 

docirine  i^peared,  and  still  appears,  to  yjor  fix.     T'he  only  one  which  can  be  fixed  with 

committee  to  be  totally  abhorrent  fitxn  the  any  toierabio  degree  of  precision,  is    when 

genius  of  circumstantial  evidence,  and  mia-  the  jud^e,  after  fully  hearing  all  parties,  is  to 

chievously  subversive  of  its  use.    We  did,  coDf»ider  of  his  verdict  or  his  senteooe.  Whilst 

however,  offer  that  extraneous  proof  which  was  the  cause  continues  under  hearing  in  any 

demanded  of  us;  bpt  it  was  refused,  as  well  as  shape,  or  in  any  stage  of  the  process^  it  is 

the  office  document.  the  duty  of  the  judge  to  receive  evny  offer 

Your  ccHnmittee    thought  themselves  the  of  evidence,  apparently  material,  suggested  lo 

more  bound  to  contend  for  every  mode  of  evi*  him,  though  the  parties  themselves,  through 

dence  fo  the  inlentkm;  because  in  many  of  negligence,  ignorance,  or  oormpc  collusion, 

the  cases  the  gross  fact  was  admitted,  and  the  Aould  not  bring  it  forward.    A  jodfe  is  not 

prisoner  and  his  counsel  set  up  pretences  of  placed  in  that  high  situation  merely  aa  a  pai^ 

public   necessity  and  public  service  for  his  sive  instrument  of  parties :  he  has  a  duty  ul 

justification.    No  way  lay  open  for  rebutting  his  own,  independent  of  them,  and  that  duty 

this  justification,  but  by  bringing  out  all  the  is  to  investigate  the  tnith.    There  may  be  no 

circumstances  attendant  on  the  transaction!  prosecutor,— -in  oiv  law  a  permanent  prose- 
cutor is  not  of  necessity.    The  crown  pros^ 

ORDER  AND  TIME  OF  PRODU-  cutor  in  criminal  cases  is  a  grand  jury  ;  antf 

CING  EVIDENCE.  this  is  dissolved  instantly  on  its  findings  and  ill 

presentments.    But  if  no  prosecutor  appears, 

Your  committee  found  great  impediment  in  (and  it  has  happened  more  than  once,)  the 

the  production  of  evidence,  not  only  on  account  court  is  obliged,  through  its  officer,  thederk  of 

of  tlie  general  doctrines  supposed  to  exist  con-  the  arraigns,  to  examine  and  cross  examine 

coming  its   inadmissibility,  drawn  from  its  overy  witness  who  presents  himself;  and  the 

own  alleged  natural  incompetency,  or  from  its  judge  is  to  see  it  done  effectually,  and  to  act 

inapplicability  under  the  pleading  of  the  ira-  his  own  part  in  it ;  and  this  as  long  as  evi- 

peachmont  of  this  House ;  but  also  from  the  dence  shall  be  offered  within  the  time  which 

mode  of  proceeding  in  bringing  it  forward.—  the  mode  of  triiU  will  adroit. 

Here  evidence  which  we  thought  necessary  Your  committee  is  <^  opinion,  that  if  it  has 

to  the  elucidation  of  the  cause  waji  n<»l  suffer*  happened,   that  witnesses  or  other  kinds  of 

ed,  upon  the  supposed  rules  of  examination  m  evidence  have  not  been  frequently  produced 

ddeff  and  cron  examinatiim—and  on  supposed  after  the  closing  of  the  prisoner's  defence,  or 

rules,  forming  a  distinction  between  evidence  such  evidence  has  not  been  in  reply  given,  it 

originaUy  produced  on  the  charge,  and  evi-  has  happened  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  our 

denco  offered  on  the  rqUy.  common  judicial  proceedings,  in  which  all  the 

On  all  theA«  your  committee  observe*  in  matter  of  evidence  must  be  presented,  whilst 

general,  that  if  the  rules,  which  respect  the  the  bodily  force  and  the  memory,    or  other 

substance  of  the  evidence,  are  (as  the  great  mental  faculties  of  men,  can  hold  out.    This 

lawyem  on  whose  authority  we  stand  assert  does  not  exceed  the  compass  of  one  natural 

they  are)  no  more  than  rules  of  convenience,  day,  or  thereabouts ;  during  that  diort  apace 

much  more  are  those  subordinate  rules,  which  of  time,  new  evidence  very  rareli  occurs  for 

regard  the  order,  the  manner,  and  the  time  of  production  by  any  of  the  parties  \iecauae  tha 
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Mttfa  of  man,  joined  to  the  ntura  of  Um  tri-  <'  Certainly  {nyM  he)  there  are  anthor*  who 

buoB^,  and  of  the  mode  of  trial  al  commoQ  deny,  that,  after  publication  of  the  depositions, 

law  (good  and  uaeful  on  the  whole)  preecribe  any  new  witnesses  and  proo&,  that  can  affect 

limits  which  the  mere  principles  of  justice  the  prisoner,  ought  to  be  received,  which  (says 

would  of  themselves  never  fix.  he)  is  true  in  a  case  where  a  private  prosecu- 

Bot  in  other  courts,  such  as  the  court  of  tor  has  intervened,  who  produces  tlie  witoessesk 

chancery,  the  courts  of  admiralty  jurisdiction  But  if  the  judge  proceeds  by  way  of  inquisi- 

(except  in  prise  caues  under  the  act  of  par-  tion  e*  ^fieiof  then,  even  after  the  completion 

liament,)    wad   in   the  ecclesiastical  courtS)  of  the  examination  of  witnesses  against  the 

wherein  the  trial  is  not  by  an  enclosed  jury,  in  prisoner,  new  witnesses  may  be  received  and 

all  thosecourts  such  strait  limits  are  not  oif  course  examined;  and  on  new  groiuds  of  suspicion 

necessary :  The  cause  is  continued  by  many  arising,  new  articles  may  be  formed  according 

adjournments ;  as  long  as  the  trial  bsts,  new  to  the  common  opinion  of  the  doctors ;  and  as 

witnesses  are  examined,  (oven  after  the  regu-  it  is  the  most  generally  received,  so  it  is 

lar  stage,)  for  either  party,  on  a  special  ap-  most  agreeable  to  reason."    And  in  another 

plication  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  court,  chapter,  relative  to  the  ordinary  criminal  pro- 

when  the  evidence  offered  is  newly  come  to  cess  by  a  private  prosecutor,  he  lays  it  down, 

'  the  knowledge  or  power  of  the  party,  and  ap-  on  the  authority  of  An^lus,  Bartolus,  and 

pears  on  the  &ce  of  it  to  be  material  in  the  others,  that  after  the  right  of  the  party  prose* 

cause.    EvM    t^fim^  hearings  new  witnesses  cuting  is  expired,  the  judge  taking  up  the  mal- 

have  b^en-  examined,  or  former  witnesses  re-  ter  ear  <^kio  may  direct  new  witnesses  aiid 

exauwoed,  not  as  the  right  of  the  parties,  but  new   proob,  even  after  publication.     Other 

ad   h-ormandtan  eomamtiant  jmliai$.     All  passages  from  the  same  writer,  and  from  others, 

these  things  are  not  unlirequent  in  some,  if  not  might  be  added ;  but  your  committee  trust  that 

in  all,  of  diese  courts,  and  peifeotly  known  to  what  they  have  produced  is  sufficient  to  siM>w 

iM9  judges  of  Westminster  Hall,  who  cannot  the  general  principles  of  the  imperial  criminal 

bo  supfwoed  ignorant  of  the  practice  of  the  law. 

ooQft  of  chancery ;  and  who  sit  lo  try  appeals  The  modes  of  proceeding  in  the  high  court 

from  the  admiralty  and  ecclesiastical  courts  as  of  parliament  bear  a  much  greater  resemoianoe 

delegates.  to  the  courae  of  the  court  of  diancery,  the 

But  as  mnunal  prosecutions,  according  to  admiralty,  and  ecclesiastical  courts  (which  arc 

the  forms  of  the  civil  and  canon  law,  are  nei-  the  king^s  courts  too,  and  their  law  tlie  uivr  of 

ther  many  nor  important  in  any  court  of  this  the  land)  than  to  those  of  the  common  law. 

part  of  the  kingdom,  your  committee  thinks  it  The  accusation  is  brought  into  parliament 

ri^t  to  stato  the  undisputed  principle  of  the  at  this  very  day  by  exhibUing  arUda ;  which, 

imperial  law  from  the  great  writer  on  this  your  committee  is  informed,  is  the  regularmodc 

subject  before  cited  by  us — from  Carpasovius.  of  commencing  a  criminal  prosecution,  where 

He  says,  "  that  a  doubt  has  arisen  whether,  the  office  of  the  jodge  is  promoted  in  the  civil 

uviJcnce  being  once  given  in  a  trial  on  a  pub-  and  canon  law  courts  of  this  country.     The 

lie  prosecution  (in  proeettu  mqwatono)  and  answer,  again,  is  usually  specific,  both  to  the 

the  witnesses  being  examined,  it  may  be  al-  fact  and  the  ]a.w  alleged  in  each  particular  arti* 

lowed  to  form  other  and  new  articles,  and  to  de,  which  is  agreeable  to  the  proceeding  of  the 

produce  new  witnesses."     Your  committee  civil  law,  and  not  of  the  common  law. 

mitst  here  observe,  that  the  procesms  rnqtMi-  Anliently  the  resemblance  was  much  nearer 

toriua  is  that  proceeding  in  which  the  prose-  and  stronger.   Selden,  who  was  himself  a  great 

oution  is  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  judge  ornament  of  the  common  law,  and  who  was  per- 

acting  tx  qffieio;  from  that  duty  of  his  office,  sonally  engaged  in  most  of  the  impeachments 

which  is  called  the  nabiU  qfflekim  judieU,    For  of  his  time,  has  written  expressly  on  the  judi- 

the  j  udge  tmder  the  imperial  law  possesses  both  cature  in  parliament.  In  his  fourth  chapter,  in- 

tbose  powers,  the  mquisitorial  and  the  judicial,  tituled,  Of  ^f^tCnssses,  he  lays  down  thtt  prao- 

vi^ich  in  the  high  court  of  parliament  are  more  tice  of  his  time,  as  well  as  of  antient  rimes, 

aptly  divided  and  exercised  by  the  different  with  respect  to  the  proof  by  examination;  and 

Houses ;  and  in  this  kind  of  process  the  House  it  b  clesriy  a  practice  more  similar  to  (hat  of 

will  see  that  Carpsovius  couples  the  produo-  the  civil  than  the  common  law.  *<  The  practice 

tion  of  new  wimesses  and  the  forming  of  new  at  this  day  (says  he)  is  to  swear  the  witoesses 

articles  (tho  undoubted  privilege  of  the  Com-  in  open  House,   and  then  to  examine  them 

mon» ) !»  intimately  and  necessarily  connect-  there,  or  of  a  eommUte^  either  upon  tnlem>g»- 

sd.    Ha  (Jien  proceeds  to  solve  tha  doubt^  lories  agreed  upon  in  the  House,  or  such  as  the 

Z 
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eommiuec  in  their  discretion  shall  demanci—  of  Ing^nmlT  oii|^i  to  bo  employed  to  hafls 

tbili  it  was  in  antient  timesi  as  ahaU  appear  by  chicane,  not  to  support  it.   The  easot  in  which 

the  precedents,  so  many  as  they  are,  they  bcH  Lord  Mansfield  has  delivered  this  semisneai  is 

inf  vei7  sparing  to  record  those  oeroraonies,  merely  a  civil  case.    In  civil  causes  of  mmm 

W"  i<;h  i  fc'iall  briefly  recitOi  I  then  add  those  d  twm,  it  imports  little  to  the  ooramonwyaithf 

cf  later  times.''  whether  TUwi  or  Memxut  profits  of  a  legacy ; 

Accordin|;ly,  in  times  so  late  as  those  of  or  wlielher  John  a  Noket  or  John  a  Siiim  is 

the  trial  of  Lord  Middlesex,  upon  an  impeacln  seised  of  the  manor  of  Dolt,  For  whidi  roaaoo, 

mentof  the  Commons,  the  whole  course  of  the  in  many  cases,  the  private  interesu  of  mao 

proceeding,  especially  in  the  mode  of  adducing  tre  left  by  courts  to  suffer  by  their  own  m» 

the  evidence,  was  in  a  manner  the  same  as  in  gleets,  and  their  own  want  of  vigilance,  as 

the  civil  law :  Depositions  were  taken,  and  their  fortunes  are  permitted  to  suffer  from  the 

publication  regularly  passed ;  and  on  the  trial  same  causes  in  all  the  ooneems  of  oonraicB 

of  Lord  Strafforde,  both  modes  pointed  out  by  life.    But  in  crimes,  iWiere  the  prosecution  is 

Selden  seem  to  have  been  indtiTerently  used.  on  the  part  of  the  public  (as  all  criminal  pros*- 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  this  high  court  cutions  are,  except  appeals)  the  public  prose- 

(bound  by  none  of  their  rules)  has  a  liberty  to  cator  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a  pLaimJff 

adopt  the  methods  of  any  of  the  legal  courts  of  in  a  <»use  of  meicm  et  (man ;  nor  ihe  prisoner,  * 

the  kingdom  at  its  discretion ;  and  in  totatd  in  such  a  cause,  as  a  consnon  defendaai.    In, 

discretion  it  ought  to  adopt  those,  which  bear  such  a  cause  the  state  itself  is  highly  concent* 

the  nearest  resemblance  to  its  own  oonstitution,  ed  in  the  event :  On  the  other  hand,  the  priaoner 

to  its  own  procedure,  and  to  its  exigencies  in  nsay  lose  life,  which  all  the  wealth  and  power 

the  promotbn  of  justice.     There  are  oonve-  of  all  the  states  in  the  world  cannot  restore  to 

niences  and  inconveniences  both  in  the  shorter  him.    Undoubtedly  the  state  ought  not  to  be 

and  the  longer  mode  of  trial.    But  to  bring  the  weighed  against  justice ;  but  it  would  be  dreads 

methods  observed  (if  such  are  in  fact  obeerv-  ful  indeed  if  causes  of  such  importance  sboiM 

ed)  in  the  former,  only  from  necessity,  into  be  sacrificed  to  petty  regiriations,  of  mero  s»« 

the  latter,  by  choiee ,  is  to  load  it  with  the  in-  oondary  convenience,  not  at  all  adapted  to  such 

conveniency  of  both,  without  the  advantages  concerns,  nor  even  nsade  with  a  view  to  their 

of  either.    The  chief  benefit  of  any  process,  existence.  Your  committee  readily  adopu  the 

which  admits  of  adjournments,  is,  that  it  may  opinion  of  Ihe  learned  Rjfder^  that  it  wouU  bo 

afford  means  of  fuller  information  and  more  better  if  there  were  no  such  rules,  thna  that 

mature  deliberation.    If  neither  of  ihe  parties  there  should  be  no  exceptions  to  them.    Lord 

have  a  strict  right  to  it,  yet  the  oo»>/t  or  the  ffantwicke  declared  very  properly,  in  the  ease 

jury,  as  the  case  may  be,  ought  to  demand  it.  of  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield  against  Sir  Abraham 

Your  committee  is  of  opinion,  that  all  rules  Jansoi^  **  That  political  arguments,  in  the  fiilW 

rehtiive  to  laches  or  neglects  in  a  party  to  the  est  sense  of  the  word,  as  they  ooneeroed  the 

suit,  which  may  cause  nonsuit  on  the  one  government  of  a  nation,  must  be,  and  always 

hand,  or  judgment  by  default  in  the  other,  all  have  been,  of  great  weight  in  the  oocwidetrntioi 

things,  which  cause  the  party  cadere  in  jun^  of  this  court.  Though  there  be  no  doluM  molkc 

ought  not  to  be  adhered  to  in  the  utmost  rigour  in  contracts,  with  regard  to  other  persons,  yet 

even  in  civil  cases ;  but  still  less  ought  that  if  the  rest  o/t  mankind  are  conoerned  as  well  as 

spirit,  which  takes  advantage  of  lapses  and  the  parties,  it  may  be  properly  said,  it  regards 

failures,  on  either  part,  to  be  suffered  to  go-  the  public  utility."    Lord  Hardwidie  laid  this 

vem  in  causes  criminal.    "Judges  ought  to  down  in  a  cause  of  menm  d  fusim  between 

lean  against  every  attempt  to  nonsuit  a  plaintiff  party  and  party,  where  the  public  was  ooncenn 

on  objections,  which  have  no  relation  to  the  edonly  remotely,  and  in  the  example;  not  as 

real  merits.   It  is  unconscionable  in  a  defend*  in  this  prosecution,  when  the  poliliod  aigu* 

ant  to  take  advantage  of  the  apieea  t^gandi  ;  ments  are  infinitely  stronger,  the  crime  reUu 

— against  such  objections,  every  possible  pre-  ing,  and  in  the  most  eaataeot  de^gree  relating, 

sumption  ought  to  be  made  which  ingenuity  to  ^e  public. 

can  suggest.    How  disgraceful  would  it  be  to        One  case  has  happened  since   the  (ima 

the  administration  of  justice  to  allow  chicane  whidi  is  limited  by  the  order  of  the  House 

to  obstruct  right !"  This  observation  of  Lord  for  this  report :  It  is  so  very  important,  that 

Mansfield  applies  equally,  to  every  means,  by  we  think  ourselves  justified  in  submitting  it 

which,  indirectly  as  well  as  directly,  the  cause  to  the  House  without  delay.   Your  onmnunae, 

may  fail,  upon  any  other  principles  than  these  on  the  supposed  rules  here  alluded  to^has  ben 

of  its  merits.  He  thinks,  that  aU  the  resouroee  prevented  fixm  examining  (as  of  right)  a  wit>i' 
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of  importance  m  ike  caw,  aiid  ooa  on  qoMtioaed.  The  perjury  of  the  wifineHes  hap 
whoM  suppoeed  knowledge  of  hie  most  hidden  beeo  more  doubled  at  aomo  perioda,  than  the 
traoaactiona,  the  priaooer  had  himaelf,  in  all  regularity  of  the  prooeaa  has  been  at  any  pe- 
Btagea  of  thia  buaineas,  as  the  Houae  well  rioid.  The  learned  lawyer  who  led  for  the 
knows,  endeavoured  to  raise  presnmptiooa  in  Comraona  in  that  impenehaaent  (Serjeant 
ikvour  of  his  cause.  Indeed  it  waa  his  prio'  Maynard)  had,  near  forty  jreara  before,  taken 
cipal,  if  not  only  juati6cationf  aa  to  the  Mtottian  a  forward  part  in  the  great  eauae  of  the  im- 
in  many  different  acts  of  .corruption  charged  peachaaent  of  Lord  Stiafibrde ;  and  was,  per- 
•pon  hinu  The  wiuieas  to  whom  we  allude,  haps,  of  all  men  thm  iif  England,  the  moat 
ia  Mr.  Larkins.  This  witness  came  from  eonveraant  in  the  law  and  usage  of  pailiament 
India  after  your  committee  had  cloaed  the  Jones  waa  one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  of  bis  age. 
evidence  of  this  Houae,  in  chief;  and  oouki  fiis  colleagues  were  eminent  men. 
not  be  produced  before  the  time  of  tlie  reply.  In  the  trial  of  Lord  Strafforde  (which  haa 
Your  conamittee  was  not  sufiered  to  eiamiae  attracted  the  attention  of  history  more  than 
him ;  not,  as  they  could  find,  oo  objecticHia  to  any  other,  on  account  of  the  ksportance  of  the 
the  particular  question-,  as  improper,  but  upon  caoao  itself,  the  skill  and  learning  of  the  pro- 
some  or  other  of  ihe  general  grouoda  (aa  they  aeoutoca,  and  the  eminent  abilitiea  of  the  pr^ 
believe)  on  which  Mr.  Haatiaga  reaiated  any  aoner)  after  the  prosecutors  for  the  Gommooa 
evidence  from  him.  The  party,  after  having  *  had  gone  though  their  evidence  on  the  articlea ; 
reaiated  hia  production,  on  the  next  aitting  after  the  priaoner  had  also  made  his  ddbnoe, 
day  admitted  him ;  and  by  consent  bo  waa  ex-  either  upon  each  aeverally,  or  upon  each  body 
amined :  Your  coomitttee  entered  a  protest  of  articlea  aa  they  had  been  collected  into  one ; 
en  their  mimitea  in  favour  of  their  right  and  the  managers  had  in  the  aame  manner  re* 
Your  committee  contended,  and  do  contend,  plied ;  when,  previoua  to  the  general  concludr 
that  by  the  law  of  parliament,  whilst  the  trial  ing  reply  of  the  proaacnlora,  the  time  of  the 
lasts  they  have  full  right  to  call  new  evidence,  general  aumming  up  (or  recoUection  as  it  wta 
aa  the  oircumstamsea  may  afford,  and  the  poa-  called)  of  the  whole  evidence  on  the  part  of 
ture  of  the  cause  may  demand  iu  Thb  right  Lord  Strafforde  arrived,  the  managera  pnn 
seems  to  have  been  aaaerted  by  the  managera  duced  new  evidence.  Your  conunittee  wisbea 
for  the  Gommooa,  in  the  caae  of  Lord  Staf^  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the  House  to 
ford— as  Cha.  II.  The  managen,  in  that  case  thia  caae,  aa  the  conteat  between  the  partiea 
daimed  it  aa  the  right  of  the  Gommona  to  did  very  neariy  reaemble  the  preaent ;  but, 
produce  witneaaea  for  the  purpose  of  fortify*  principally,  becauae  the  aenae  of  the  kNrda  on 
ing  thetr  former  evidence.  Their  claim  waa  the  law  of  parliament,  in  ita  proceedinga  with 
admitted  by  the  court.  It  ia  an  adjudgod  caae  regard  to  the  reception  of  evidence,  ia  there 
in  the  law  of  parliament.  Your  committee  ia  diatincriy  laid  down:  So  is  the  report  of  the 
well  aware,  that  die  notorious  perjury  and  i»>  judges  relative  to  the  usage  of  the  courts  be- 
iamy  of  the  witnesaea  in  the  trial  of  Lord  Staf^  bw,  full  of  equity  and  reaaon,  and  in  perfect 
(nrd'  has  been  uaed  to  throw  a  ahade  of  doubt  conformity  with  the  right  for  which  we  cod* 
and  suspicion  on  all  that  waa  tranaacted  on  that  tended  in  fitvour  of  the  public,  and  in  favour 
occasion.  But  there  ia  no  force  in  auch  an  of  the  court  of  peers  itself.  The  matter  ia  aa 
objection.  Your  conunittee  baa  no  concern  in  Ibllows.  Your  committee  givea  it  at  large : 
the  defence  of  theae  witnesaea ;  nor  of  the  lorda  «  Afler  thia,  the  lord  ateward  adjomned  thia 
who  found  their  verdict  on  auch  teatimony ;  Houae  to  Weeiminster  Hall ;  and  the  peers 
nor  of  the  morality  of  those  who  produced  being  all  eel  there  in  their  placea,  the  lord 
it.  Much  may  be  aaid  to  palliate  errours  on  steward  commanded  the  lieutenant  of  the 
the  part  of  the  proaecutora  and  jndgea,  from  tower  to  bring  forth  the  Earl  of  Strafforde  to 
the  heat  of  the  timea,  ariaing  from  the  great  the  bar ;  which  being  done,  the  lord  steward 
iatereata  then  agitated.  But  it  ia  plain,  there  signified,  that  both  sidea  might  make  a  recol- 
may  be  perjury  in  witneaaea,  or  even  con*  lection  of  their  evidence,  and  the  Eari  of 
apiracy  unjuatly  to  prosecute,  without  ths  leaat  Btrafibrde  to  begin  first, 
doubt  of  the  legality  and  regularity  of  die  pro*  «  Hereupon  Mr.  Glym  desired,  that  before 
eeedinga  in  any  part.  Thia  ia  too  obvioua  and  the  Earl  of  Strafforde  began,  that  the  Com- 
too  common  to  need  argument  or  iUuatratioo.  mona  might  produce  two  witneaaea  to  the  ^ 
The  proceeding  in  Lord  8(afford*a  caae  never  teenth  and  twenty-third  artidea,  to  prove  that 
has,  for  ui  hundred  and  fourteen  years,  either  Aere  be  two  men  whoae  namea  are  Berne; 
in  the  warm  controversies  of  parties,  or  in  tiie  and  so  a  mistidie  will  be  made  dear.  The 
cool  disqnisitionaof  lawyers  or  hiatoriana,  been  Earl  of  Strafforde  deaired,  that  nO'  new  wit* 
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I  mty  be  admitted  againffthini,  ttnlets  he  Eari  of  Ilartlvini,  Eail  of  EeKz,  Earl  of  Bri» 

migbt  be  pennittod  to  produce  wiioesees  on  bis  tol,  and  the  Lord  Viaooum  Say  et  Seale,  Te 

part  likewise ;  which  the  Conniions  ooneeoted  drawn  up  soroo  reasons  upon  which  the  ^xiber 

to,  so  the  Earl  of  StralTocds  would  confine  order  was  made ;  which  being  read  as  M- 

himself  to  those  articles  upon  which  ho  made  loweth,  were  approved  of,  o  the  order  of  the 

reserratiois ;  bat  he  not  agreeing  to  tliat,  and  House :  The  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Coo^ 

the  Coromoas  insisting  upon  it;  The  House  mons  did  declare,  that  they  challenge  them- 

was   adjourned  to  the  usual  |)lace  above,  to  selves,  by  the  common  jusboe  of  the  kingdom, 

consider  of  it;  and  after  some  debate,  their  that  tbey,  being  prosecutors  for  the  king,  mar 

lordships  thought  it  fit,  That  the  members  of  bring  any  new  proo6  by  witnesses  during  iIm 

the  Commons  go  on  in  producing  new  wit-  time  of  tiie  evidence  being  not  fully  ooocluded. 

nesses,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  to  the  fifteenth  The  lords,  being  judges,  and  so  equal  to  them 

and  twenty-third  articles ;  and  that  the  Earl  and  the  prisoner,  conceived  this  their  desire 

of  Straffiwde  may  presently  produce   such  tobejust  and  reasonable;  and  also  that,  by  the 

witnesses  as  are  present ;  and  such  as  are  same  common  justice,  the  prisoner  may  use 

not,  to  name  diem  presently,  and  to  proceed  the  same  liberly ;  and  that,  to  avoid  any  ooca- 

OB  Monday  next ;  and  also,  if  ihe  Commons  sinis  of  delay,  the  lords  thought  fit  that  the  ai^ 

and  Earl  of  Strafforde  will  proceed  upon  any  tides  and  witnesses  be  presently  named,  and 

other  articles,  i^wn  new  matter,  they  are  to  such  as  may  be  presently  produced  to  be  used 

name  the  witnesses  and  articles  on  both  sides  presently  ;  and  no  further  time  to  be  given, 

presently,  and  to  proceed  on  Monday  next ;  The  lord  steward  was  to  let  them  know,  that 

but  both  iMes  may  waive  it  if  ihoy  will.    The  if  they  will  on  both  sides  waive  the  use  of  new 

lord  steward  adjourned  tliis  House  to  West-  witnesses,  they  may  proceed  to  the  rsoolle^ 

minster  Hall;  and,  being  returned  thither,  sig-  tion  of  their  evidence  on  both  sides;  if  both 

nified  what  the  lords  Iwd  thought  fit  for  the  sides  will  not  waive  it,  then  the  lord  stewazd  is 

better  proceeding  in  the  business.    The  Earl  to  read  the  precedent  order;  and,  if  th^  wiB 

of  Straffordn,  upon  this,  desiring  not  to  be  not  proceed  then,  this  House  is  toadjouia  and 

limited  to  any  reservation,  but  to  be  at  liberty  rise." 
for  what  articles  are  convenient  fi>r  him  to  for-        By  this  it  will  appear  to  the  House,  how 


lify  with  new  witnesses ;  to  which  the  Com-  much  this  exclusion  of  evidence,  bnmght  for 

mons  not  assenting,  and  for  other  scruples  the  duoooery  ^  tnithy  is  unsupported  eiibor  bf 

which  did  arise  in  the  case,  one  of  Ihe  peers  parliamentary  precedent,  or  by  the  rule  as  un* 

did  desire  that  the  House  migbt  be  adjourned,  derstood  in  the  conunon  law  courts  below ;  and 

to  consider  further  of  the  particulars.    Hero-  your  committee  (protesting  howe^r 'against 

upon  the  lord  steward  adjourned  the  House  to  being  bound  by  any  of  the  technical  rules  of 

the  usual  place  above.    The  lords,  being  oomu  inferiour  courts)  thought  and  think  they  had  a 

up  into  Ihe  House,  fell  into  debate  of  the  righttoseesodiabodyofpreoedenlsandaigo- 

business ;  and,  for  the  better  informing  of  their  ments  for  the  rejection  of  evidence  during  nra), 

judgments  what  was  the  course  and  common  in  somo  court  or  other,  before  they  were  in  this 

justice  of  the  kingdom,  propoimded  this  queo-  matter  stopped  and  concluded, 
tion  to  the  judges ;  Whether  it  be  according  to        Your  committee  has  not  been  able  to  ex- 

the  course  of  practice,  and  common  justice,  amine  every  criminal  trial  in  the  voluminous 

before  the  judges  in  their  several  courts,  for  the  collection  of  the  state  triob,  or  elsevdiere ;  but 

prosecutors  in  behalf  of  ihe  king,  dwring  thu  having  referred  to  the  most  laborious  f^-yiW 

time  ^tritdy  toproduee  voUneeete  to  dieeever  the  of  law  and  equity,  Mr.  Viner,  who  has  aflol- 

tntthf  Odd  whether  the  prisoner  may  not  do  the  ted  a  whole  v<^ume  to  the  title  of  evidence, 

like  ?    The  lord  chief  justice  delivered  this,  we  find  W  one  ruled  case  m  a  trial  at  oooh 

as  the  unanimous  opinions  of  himself  and  aU  men  law,  beforo  or  since,  where  now  evidenoe 

the  rest  of  the  judges :  Tluu,  aooording  to  the  for  the  discovery  of  truth  bos  been  rejected, 

courts  of  practice,  and  common  justice,  before  as  not  being  in  due  time.    '<  A  privy  Terdiet 

them  in  their  several  courts,  upon  trial  by  jury  had  been  given  in  B.  R.  14  Eliz.  kt  tho 

Of  long  ae  the  prieoner  ie  althe  boTf  and  the  defendant,  but  afterwards  before  the  inquest 

jury  not  eeiU  awcy,  eidier  side  may  give  their  gave  their  verdict  openly,  the  fdaintifi' prayed 

evidenoe,  and  examine  witnesses  to  discover  that  he  might  give  more  evidence  to  the  jury, 

truth ;  and  this  is  all  the  opinion  as  we  can  be  having  (as  it  seemed)  discovered  thai  the 

give  concerning  the  proceedings  before   us.  jury  hod  found  against  him,  but  the  justices 

Upon  some  consideration  after  this  the  House  would  not  admit  him  to  do  so  :  but  after  that 

appointed  the  Earl  of  Bath,  Earl  of  Soutfa'too,  Southcote,  J.  had  been  in  C.  P.  to  arit  tbs 
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•pbioo  of  the  jotticM  there,  they  took  the  fered  there,  that  it  u  to  be  regarded  in  the 
▼erdtct."  In  this  case  the  offer  of  new  eri-  light  of  a  case  frequently  determined  by  legal 
deuce  was  not  during  the  trial.  The  trial  was  authority.  If  such  had  been  discovered,  though 
oyer.  The  verdict  was  actually  delivered  to  the  your  committee  never  could  have  allowed  these 
judge.  There  was  also  an  appearance  that  the  precedents  as  rules  tor  the  guidance  of  the  hi^ 
discovery  of  the  actual  finding  had  suggested  lo  court  of  parliament,  yet  they  sl^ould  not  be  sur- 
the  plaintiff  the  production  of  new  evidence-—  prised  to  see  the  inferiour  judges  forming  their 
yet  it  appeared  to  the  judges  so  strong  a  mea-  opinions  on  their  own  confined  practice.  Tour 
sorv  to  refuse  evidence,  whilst  any,  even  formal  committee,  in  their  inquiry,  has  found  eompa- 
appearance  remained,  that  the  trial  was  not  nitively  few  reports  of  criminal  trials,  except 
cloeed,  that  they  sent  a  judge  from  the  bench  the  collection  under  the  title  of  State  Trials, 
into  the  Gomroon  Pleas  to  obtain  the  opinion  a  book  compiled  from  materials  of  very  various 
of  their  brethren  there,  before  they  couU  authority,  and  in  none  of  those  whioh  we  have 
venture  fb  take  upon  them  to  conskler  the  time  seen  is  there,  as  appears  to  us,  a  single  exam- 
for  production  of  evidence  as  elapsed.  The  pie  of  the  rejection  of  evidence,  similar  to  that 
case  of  refusal,  taken  with  its  circumstances,  is  rejected  by  the  advice  of  the  judges  in  the 
fiin  as  strong  an  example  in  favour  of  the  re-  House  of  Lords.  Neither,  if  such  examples 
port  of  the  judges  in  Lord  SirafibrdeS  case,  as     did  exist,  could  your  committee  allow  them  to 

any  precedent  of  admittance  can  be.  ^Pplj  directly  and  necessarily  o  a  measure  of 

The  researches  of  your  committee  not  hav-  reason  to  the  proceedings  of  a  court  constitiit- 
ing  fiimtshed  them  with  any  cases  in  which  ed  so  very  differently  from  those  in  which  the 
evidence  has  been  rejected  during  the  trial,  common  law  is  administered.  In  the  trials 
as  being  out  of  lime,  we  have  found  some  below,  the  judges  decide  on  the  competency  of 
instances  in  which  it  has  been  actually  receiv-  the  evidence  before  it  goes  to  the  jury,  and 
ed ;  and  received  not  to<repel  any  new  matter  (under  the  correctives  in  the  use  of  their  dis- 
in  the  prisoner's  defenoe-~but  when  the  priso-  cretion  stated  before  in  this  report)  with  great 
ner  had  called  all  his  witnesses,  and  thereby  propriety  and  wisdcxn.  Juries  are  taken  pro- 
dosed  his  defence.  A  remarkable  instance  miscuously  from  the  mass  of  the  people ;  they 
occurred  on  the  trial  of  Harrison,  for  the  are  composed  of  men  who,  in  many  instances, 
murder  of  Dr.  Clenche.  The  justices  who  in  most  perhaps,  never  were  concerned  in  any 
tried  the  cause,  (riz.)  lord  chief  justice  Holt,  causes,  judicially  or  otherwise,  before  the  time 
and  the  justices  Atkms  and  Nevil,  admitted  of  their  service.  They  have  generally  no  pre- 
the  prosecutor  to  call  new  eridence,  for  no  vious  preparation  or  possible  knowledge  of  the 
other  reason  but  that  a  new  witness  was  then  matters  to  be  tried,  or  what  is  applicable  or 
come  into  court,  who  had  dot  been  in  court  inapplicable  to  them ;  and  they  decide  in  a 
before.  These  justices  apparently  were  of  the  space  of  time  too  short  for  any  nice  or  critical 
same  opinion  on  this  point  with  the  justices  disquisition.  The  judges,  therefore,  of  neces- 
who  gav*  their  opinion  in  the  case  of  Lord  sity,  must  forestall  the  evidence  where  there  is 
Stramrde.  Your  committee,  on  this  point,  as  a  doubt  on  its  competence,  and  indeed  observe 
on  the  former,  cannot  discover  any  authority  much  on  its  credibility,  or  the  most  dreadful 
for  tlie  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  consequences  might  follow.  The  institution 
law  of  parliament,  or  in  the  law  practice  of  any  of  juries,  if  not  thus  qualified,  could  not  exist, 
court  in  this  kingdom.  Lord  Manafidd  makes  the  same  observation 

with  regard  to  another  corrective  of  the  short 

PRACTICE  BELOW.  mode  of  trial—that  of  a  neio  trial. 

This  is  the  law,  and  this  its  policy.    The 

Your  committee  not  having  learned  that  the  jury  are  not  to  decide  on  the  competency  of 

resolutions  of  the  judges  (by  which  the  lords  witnesses,  or  of  any  other  kind  of  evidence,  in 

have  been  guided)  were  supported  by  any  au-  any  way  whatsoever.    Nothing  of  that  kind 

thorily  in  law  to  which  they  oouM  have  access,  can  come  before  them.    But  the  brds  in  the 

have  heard  by  rumour,  that  they  have  been  high  court  of  parliament  are  not,  either  actu- 

justified  upon  the  practice  of  the  courts,  in  ally  or  virtually,  a  jury.    No  legal  power  is 

ordinary  trials  by  commission  of  oyer  and  ter-  interposed  between  them  and  eridence ;  they 

miner.    To  give  any  legal  precision  to  this  are  themsdves  by  law  fully  and  exclusively 

term  of  practice^  as  thus  applied,  your  com-  equal  to  it.    They  are  perscxis  of  high  rank, 

mittee  apprehends  it  most  mean-— that  the  generally  of  the  best  education,  and  of  suffi- 

judge  in  those  criminal  trials  has  so  regularly  cient  knowledge  of  the  world ;  and  they  are  a 

rejected  a  certain  kind  of  evidence  when  of-  permanent,  a  settled,  a  corporate,  and  not  an 
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oQcadoiMl  ud  traiintoffy  ju^Uoalure.    But  it  thof  ofcgiprfbte jirwdictMB  which  eoamhdoH 

18  to  be  fewod,  that  the  Mrthority  of  the  jud^i  tbein.  In  casee  of  appeal  or  of  ecrour  (which 

(in  the  oase  of  joriee  legal)  may,  from  thai  U  in  the  natnre  of  an  appeal)  the  court  of  a{^ 

anunple,  weigh  with  the  lorai  further  thao  ite  peal  ii  oMiged  to  judge,  not  by  its  own  ralea, 

reaioo,  or  ita  applicabiUty  lo  the  judicial  o»>  acting  ia  aMther  capacity,  or  by  thoee  winch 

pacity  of  the  peen  oaa  support.    It  ia  lo  be  it  ihaU  Ghooee|vt»  r«  iiate  to  make,  but  by  ihe 

feared,  that  if  the  kmk  should  think  theanaalvei  rules  of  the  iaferiour  court  from  whenee  the 

bound  implicitly  to  submit  to  this  authority,  *PP^  coomb,  liar  the  fault  or  the  mistake  of 

that  at  length  they  may  come  to  think-'them-  the  inferiour  judge  is,  that  he  bsa  not  pio> 

ashestobenobetterthan  jurors,  and  may  vir-  ceeded  a»  he  ought  to  do,  according  to  the  kw 

tnally  consent  to  a  partition  of  that  judicature,  whii^  he  was  to  adminislBr;  and  the  correction 

which  the  law  has  left  lo  them  whole,  supreme,  if  such  shall  take  place,  is  to  cmmpitl  the  cowt 

uncontrouUed,  and  final.  from  whence  the  appeal  oomes,  to  act  as  origi- 

This  final  and  independent  judicature,  b^  nally  it  ought  lo  have  acted  aocordi^  to  law, 

cause  it  is  final  and  independent,  ought  to  be  as  die  law  ought  to  have  been  understood  and 

very  cautious  with  regard  to  the  rejection  of  evi-  practised  in  that  tribunal.    The  lords,  w  nch 

dMice.    If  incompetent  eridenoe  is  received  by  oases  of  necessity,  judge  on  the  grounds  of  the 

them,  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  their  judging  law,  and  practice  of  the  oouru  below ;  and  this 

upoa  it  afterwards  aeccMding  lo  its  value.    It  they  can  very  rarely  learn  with  precision,  but 

may  have  no  weight  in  their  judgment ;  but  if,  from  the  body  of  the  judges.    Of  course  much 

upMi  advice  of  others,  they  previously  reject  deference  is,  and  ought  to  be  bad  to  their 

iafonnation  neceanry  to  their  proper  judg-  opinions.  But  by  this  means  a  confiisiea  may 

nent,  they  have  no  intermediato  means  of  set-  arise  (if  not  well  guarded  against)  between  what 

tang  themselves  right,  and  they  injure  the  cause  they  do  in  their  uppMdt  jurisdiction,  which  is 

of  justice  without  any  remedy.    Against  er-  frequent,  and  what  they  ought  to  do  in  their 

rours  of  juries,  there  is  remedy  by  a  new  trial;  ungmal  jurMiction,  which  is  rare :  and  by 

against  errours  of  judges  th««e  is  remedy,  ia  this  the  whde  original  jurisdietioo  of  the  peers, 

civil  causes,  by  demurrer  and  biDi  of  eieep-  and  the  whole  law  and  usage  of  parliament,  at 

tions ;  against  their  final  mistake  there  is  re-  least  in  their  virtue  and  ^irit,  may  be  coosi- 

medy  by  writ  of  errour,  in  courts  of  common  derably  impaired. 

kw.  In  ohaaoery  there  is  a  remedy  by  af^al.        After  having  thus  sulNgutted  to  the  House 

IftheywUfiiUy  err  ia  the  rejection  of  evidence,  the  general  tenour  of  the  proceedings  in  this 

there  was  formerly  the  terrour  eiisting  of  pu*  trial,  your  comnuttee  will,  with  all  oonveoient 

nishment  by  impeachmeat  of  the  Commons  ^-^  apacd,  lay  belbre  the  House  the  proceeding  on 

hut  with  regard  to  the  lords,  there  is  no  remedy  each  head  of  evidence  separatdy,  which  has 

for  errour,  no  pimishment  for  a  wilfiil  wrong.  been  rejected ;  and  this  they  hope  will  put  the 

Your  couunitlee  conceives  it  not  improbable  House  more  perfectly  ia  poesessioD  of  the  prin- 

that  this  apparently  total  and  unreserved  sub-  cipal  causes  of  the  length  of  this  trial,  as  well 

raission<ofthelords  lo  the  diot^es  of  the  judges  as  of  the  injury  which  parliaineotaiy  jattica 

of  the  inferiour  oourts  (no  proper  judges  in  any  may,  in  their  opinioD,  suffer  front  thoaa  pr»i 

ligni,  or  in  any  degree,  of  the  law  ofpuliament)  oeedingi« 
■ay  be  owing  to  the  very  few  causes  of  on- 
Mmal  junbdiouofi,  and  the  gr^t  aMhitttda  of       90lh  JprU,  1794. 


APPENDIX. 


bmmmh 


AFPKNDIXi  No.  h  will,  thenfiire,  before  I  concliida,  mentioo  thois 

which  weighed  with  me,  aad,  I  beliere,  with 

IN  THE  CASE  OF  EARL  FERRERS,  muiy  othen  of  the  judges. 

jj^RiL  nth,  neo.  reasons,  ke. 

THsHooMofPeorvuiwnhnouBly  found  Earl  Ererj  proceeding  in  the  Home  of  Peers 

Fen«ra  goiky  of  the  (eAoay  and  murder  whereof  acting  in  its  judicial  capacity,  whether  upon 

he  stood  indicted ;  and  the  earl  being  brought  writ  of  errour,  impeachment,  or  indictment, 

to  the  bar,  the  high  steward  acquainted  lum  removed  thither  by  certiorari,  is  in  judgment 

therewith;  and  the  House  immediateiy  adjourn-  of  law  a  proceeding  before  the  king  in  parlia- 

ed  to  the  chamber  of  parliament;  and  having  ment:  and  therefore  the  House,  in  all  those 

pat  the  following  question  to  the  judges,  ad-  oases,  may  not  improperly  be  styled,  the  court 

Joumed  to  the  next  day.  of  our  lord  the  king  in  parliament.    This  court 

*<  Supposing  a  peer,  so  indicted  and  con-  is  founded  upon  immemorial  usage,  upon  the 

victed,  ought  by  law,  to  receive  judgment  as  law  and  custom  of  parliament,  and  is  part  of 

■fbrssaid,  and  the.  day  appointed  by  the  jud^  the  original  system  of  our  constitution.    It  is 

mtat  for  elocution  should  laspe  before  such  open  for  aU  the  purposes  of  judicature  during 

execution  done,  whether  a  new  time  may  be  the  continuance  of  the  parliament:  itopenethat 

appointed  for  the  eiecution,  and  by  whom  Y*  the  beginning  and  shutteth  at  the  end  of  every 

On  the  eighteenth,  the  House  then  sitting  session ;  just  as  the  court  of  king's  bench, 

h  the  chamber  of  parliament,  the  lord  chief  which  is  likewise  in  judgment  of  law  held  be- 

baroo,intheaboenceof  the  chief  justice  of  the  fore  the  king  himself,  open  eth  and  shutteth 

common  pleas,  delivered,  in   writing,   the  with  the  term.    The  authority  of  thli  court, 

Opiniim  of  the  judges,  which  they  bad  agreed  or,  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  its  constant 

on  and  reduced  into  form  that  morning.    His  activity  for  the  ends  of  public  justice,  independ- 

lordibip  added  many  weighty  reasons  in  su{^  ent  of  any  special  powers  derived  from   the 

port  of  the  opinion ;  which  he  urged  with  great  crown,  is  not  doubted  in  the  case  of  writs  of 

strength  and  propriety,  and  delivered  with  a  errour  from  those  courts  of  law  whence  errour 

beeooing  dignity.  lieth  in  parliament,  and  of  impeachments  for 

misdemeanours. 

TO  THE  SECOND  dUESTION.  It  was  formerly  doubted,  whether,  in  the 

ease  of  an  impeachment  for  treason,  and  in 

**  Supposing  the  day  appointed  by  the  judg-  the  case  of  an  iiKiictment  against  a  peer  for 

ment  for  ezeontion  ahonid  lapse  before  su^  any  capital  crime,  removed  into  parliament 

ezaeution  done,  (which,  however,  the  law  will  by  Certiorari,  whether  in  these  cases  the  court 

not  presume,)  we  are  all  of  opinion,  that  a  can  proceed  to  trial  and  judgment,  without  an 

new  time  may  bo  appointed  for  the  execution,  high  steward,  appointed  by  special  oommiasioB 

mther  bythe  high  court  of  parliament,  before  from  the  crown.    This  doubt  seemeth  to  have 

which  such  peer  shall  have  been  attainted,  arisen  from  the  not  distinguishing  between  a 

erby  the  coot  of  king's  bench,  the  parliament  proceeding  in  the  court  of  the  high  steward, 

not  then  sitting ;  the  record  of  the  attainder  and  that  before  the  king  in  parliament.    The 

being  properly  removed  into  that  court."  name,  style,  and  title  of  office  is  the  Mime  in 

The  reasons  upon  whi<fli  the  judges  founded  both  cases ;  but  the  office,  the  powers,  and  pre* 

thev  answer  to  the  question  relating  to  the  eminences  annexed  to  it,  differ  very  widely ; 

further  proceedings  of  the  House  after  the  high  and  so  doth  the  constitution  of  the  courts  where 

aleward^s    coramtaswm  di%«olved,  whioh   is  the  offices  are  executed.    The  identity  of  the 

Qsoally  done  upon  prwit^Jccing  judgment,  may  name  may  have  confounded  our  ideas,  at 

possibly  rofiuire  some  fiirthtf  discussioo.    I  equivocal  words  often  do,  ifthe  nature  of  Ihinfi 
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b  not  att«nded  to ;  but  the  nature  of  the  officee,     parliament,  whether  such  appomtment  be  mads 
properly  stated,  will  I   hope  remove   every     or  not.    It  acleth  in  its  judicial  capacity  in 
doubt  on  these  points.    In  the  court  of  the     every  order  made  touching  the  time  and  place 
high  steward,  he  alone  is  judge  in  all  points     of  the  trial,  the  postponing  the  trial  from  time 
of  taw  and  practice ;  the  peers  triers  are  merely     to  time  upon  petition,  according  to  the  nature 
judges  of  fact,  and  are  Buoummed  by  virtue  of    and  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  allowance  or 
a  precept  from  the  high  steward,  to  appear     non-allowance  of  counsel  to  the  prisoner,  and 
before  him  on  the  day  appointed  by  him  for     other  matters  relative  lo  the  trial  \*  and  aH 
the  trial,  Ut  Rei  Veritas  melius  sciri  poteriu     this  before  an  high  steward  bath  been  appoint- 
The  high  steward's  commission,  afler  reciting    ed.    And  so  little  was  it  appreb«Mled,  in  some 
that  an  indictment  hath  been  found  against  the     cases  which  I  shall  mention  presently,  that  the 
poer  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  proper  county,     eiistence  of  the  court  depended  on  the  appoint- 
iropowereth  him  to  send  for  the  indictment,  to     ment  of  an  high  steward,  that  the  court  itself 
convene  the  prisoner  before  him,  at  such  day     directed  in  what  manner,  and  by  what  form  of 
and  place  as  he  shall  appoint,  then  and  there     words,  he  should  be  appointed.    It  bath  like- 
to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  of  such  in-     wise  received  and  recorded  the  prisoner's  oon- 
dictment ;  to  cause  the  peers  triers  tot  and  tales,     fession,  which  amounteth  to  a  conviction,  before 
per  quos  Rei  Veritas  melius  sciri  poterit,  at     the  appointment  of  an  high  steward ;  and  hath 
the  same  day  and  place  to  appear  before  him,     allowed  to  prisoners  the  benefit  of  acts  of 
Veritateque  inde  comport^,  to  proceed  to  judg-     general  pardon,  where  they  appeared  entitled 
ment  according  to  the  law  and  custom  of  Eng-     to  it,  as  well  without  the  i^pointment  of  aa 
land,   and    thereupon  to  award  execution.^     high  steward,  as  afler  his  coomiisBiondissohred. 
By  this  it  is  plain  that  the  sole  right  of  judica-     And  when,  in  the  case  of  impeachments,  the 
ture  is  in  casea  of  this  kind  vested  in  the  high     Commons  have  sometimes,  at  conferences  be- 
.  steward  \  that  it  resideth  solely  in  the  person ;    tween  the  Houses,  attempted  to  interpose  in 
and   consequently  without  the  oommission,     matters  preparatory  to  the  trial,  the  genera! 
which  is  but  in  nature  of  a  commission  of  oyer    answer  hath  been,  '*  This  is  a  point  of  judic»- 
and  terminer,  no  one  step  can  be  taken  in  order     ture  upon  which  the  lords  will  not  confer;** 
to  a  trial ;  and  that  when  his  commission  is     they  impose  **  silence  upon  themselves,^'  or  tc 
dissolved,  which  hededareth  by  breaking  his     that  eflfect.    I  need  not  hero  cite  instsnces ; 
staff,  the  court  no  longer  existeth.  every  man  who  hath  consulted  the  journals  of 

But  in  a  trial  of  a  peer  in  full  parliament,  either  House  hath  met  with  many  of  them, 
or,  to  speak  with  legal  precision,  before  the  I  will  now  cite  a  few  cases,  applicable,  in 
king  in  parliament,  for  a  capital  offence,  wb^  my  opinion,  to  the  p!;esenl  question.  And  I 
ther  upon  impeachment  or  indictment,  the  case  shall  ccmfine  myself  to  such  as  have  happened 
is  quite  otherwise ;  every  peer  present  at  the  since  the  Restoration ;  because,  in  questioos  of 
trial,  and  every  temporal  peer,  hath  a  right  to  this  kind,  modem  cases,  settled  with  deiibera- 
be  present  in  every  part  of  the  proce^ing;  tion,  and  upon  a  view  of  former  preoedentu,  give 
voteth  upon  every  question  of  law  and  fact ;  morb  light  and  satisfaction  than  the  deepest 
and  the  question  is  carried  by  the  major  vote,  search  into  antiquity  can  afford.  And  also 
the  high  steward  himself  voting  merely  aa  a  because  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  the  pri- 
peer  and  member  of  that  court,  in  common  vileges  of  parliament,  and  the  rights  of  the  sub- 
with  the  rest  of  the  peers,  and  in  no  other  ject  in  general,  appear  to  have  been  more  stu- 
right.  died,  and  better  understood,  at  and  for  tome 

It  hath  indeed  been  usual,  and  very  expedi-  years  before  that  period,  than  in  former  ages, 
ent  it  is,  in  point  of  order  and  regularity,  and  In  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Danby,  and  the 
for  the  solemnity  of  the  proceeding,  to  appoint  popish  lords  then  under  impeachments,  tbe 
an  officer  for  presiding  during  the  time  of  the  lonls,  on  the  6th  of  May  1769,  appointed 
trial,  and  until  judgment,  and  to  give  him  the  time  and  place  for  hearing  the  Earl  of  Dan- 
style  and  li  tie  cif  steward  of  England ;  but  this  by,  by  his  counsel ,  upon  the  validity  of  his  plea 
maketh  no  sort  of  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  pardon,  and  for  the  trials  of  the 'Mother  krds ; 
of  tho  court ;  it  is  the  same  court  founded  in  and  voted  an  address  to  his  majesty,  praying 
immemorial  usage,  in  the  law  and  custom  of     that  he  would  be  pleased  to  appoint  an  high 

steward  for  those  purposes.  These  votse  were, 

*  See  Lord  Clarendon's  commission  as  high 

iteward,  and  the  writs  and  precepts  prepara-  *  Bee  the  ordora  previous  to  the  trial,  in  the 

'ory  10  the  trial.  In  Lord  Morley's  case.    VII.  cases  of  the  Lords  Kilmarnock,  &c.  aod  Lord 

Bi.  Tri.  Lovat,and  many  other  modern  cases. 
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<■  the  nexi  day,  oomnranicvtod  to  tfie  Con»-  lardi  mt^  proceed  in  mek  tiali  (f  an  kiih 

mcoB  by  message  in  the  tnual  manner.    On  Mewmrd  be  not  appoiuod  aeeotding  to  Ikmr 

the  8th,  at  aconferenee  between  the  Houaet,  humble  deaire.**    On  the  13th  the  lord  pr»- 

npon'  the  rabject  matter  of  that  message,  the  sident  reported,  That  the  committees  of  both 

Coomions  expressed  themselves  to  the  follow-  ,  Houses  had  met  that  morning,  and  discoursed, 

ing  effect:   "  They  cannot  apprehend  what  in  the  fint  place,  on  the  matter  of  a  lord  hi^ 

should  induce  your  lordtihips  to  address  his  steward,  and  had  perused  former  commissionf 

majesty  for  an  high  steward,  for  determining  the  for  the  oSRob  of  high  steward ;  and  then,  put^ 

raiidtty  of  the  pardon  which  hath  been  pleaded  ting  tho  House  in  mind  of  the  order  and  re- 

by  the  Earl  of  Danby,  as  also  for  the  trial  of  solution  of  the  preceding  day,  proposed  from 

the  other  five  lords,  bocause  they  conceive  the  the  eonrniitte es  that  a  new  commission  might 

eoostiluting  an  high  steward  is  not  necessary,  issue,  so  o  the  words  in  the  commission  may 

but  that  judgment  may  bo  given  in  parliament  be  thus  changed,  viz.  Instead  of  Ac  pro  so 

upon  impeachment  without  an  high  steward  ;*'  quod    officium  Seneachatti    AngUm    (cuju^ 

and  conduded  with  a  pro|xwition,  that  for  avoid-  prmsentia  in  hac  parte  requiritur)  utaocepi" 

ing  any  interruption  or  delay,  a  committee  of  mus  jam  vacat,  may  be  inserted,  Ac  pro  eo 

bwli  houses  might  be  nommated,  to  consider  qubd  proceres  et  magnatua   in   pariiamento 

of  the  most  proper  ways  and  methods  of  pro-  nostro  assemblati,  nobis  humiliter  supplica- 

eeeding.     This    proposition  the  House  of  verunt  ut  Seneschallum  Anglia  pro  hac  vioa 

Peers,  afUr  a  long  deliate,  rejected.    />i«te»*  constituere  dignaremur ;  to  whidi  the  HouM 

tierMuOf  Finch,'''  chancellour,  and  many  other  agreed .§ 

lords.    However,  on  the  llth,  the  Commons'  '    It  must  be  admitted  that  precedents  drawn 

proposition  of  the  8th  was,  upon  a  second  de-  from  times  of  ferment  uid  jealousy,  as  these 

bate,  agreed  to ;  and  the  lord  chancellour,  lord  were,  lose  much  of  their  weight,  since  pasaion 

president,  and  ten  other  lords,  were  named  of  and  party  prejudice  generally  mingle  in  the 

the  committee,  to  meet  and  confer  with  a  com-  contest ;  yet  let  it  be  remembered,  that  these 

mittee  of  the  Commons.     The  next  day  the  are  resolutions  in  which  both  Houses  cuucmreJ, 

lord  president  reported,  That  the  committees  and  in  which  the  rights  of  both  were  thought 

of  both  Houses  met  that  morning,  and  made  to  be  very  nearly  concerned;  the  Commons' 

an  entrance  into  the  business  refenred  to  them ;  right  of  impeaching  with  effect,  and  the  fHiole 

that  the  Commons  desired  to  see  the  oommis-  judicature  of  the  lords  in  capital  cases.    For 

sions  that  are  prepared  for  an  high  steward  if  the  appointment  of  an  high  steward  was  ad* 

at  these  trials,  and  also  the  commissions  in  mitted  to  be  of  absdote  necessity  (however 

the  Lord  Pembroke's  and  the  Lord  Morley's  necessary  it  may  be  for  the  regularity  and 

cases.  That  to  this  the  lords'  committees  said,  solemnity  of  the  proceeding  during  the  trial, 

*Thehifkalew(miu(mttpeakerpnteiiy9ere,and  and  until  judgment,  which  I  do  not  dispute,) 

gwtUihi»t)oieu)eUaatheotherioni»;thuditangeth  every  impeachment  may,  for  a  reason  too  ob- 

not  tke  nature  of  the  court .    And  the  lords  de-  vtous  to  be  mentioned,  be  rendered  inefiee- 

dared  they  have  power  enough  to  proceed  to  tual ;  uid  the  judicature  of  the  lords,  in  all 

trial,  though  the  king  should  not  name  an  high  capital  eases,  nugatory, 

steward.!     That  this  seemed  to  be  a  saiisfao-  It  was  from  a  jealousy  of  this  kind,  not  at 

tion  to  the  Commons,  provided  it  was  entered  in  that  juncture  altogether  groundless,  and  to 

the  lords'  journals,  which  are  records."    Ac-  guard  against  every  thing  from  whence  the  ne- 

cordingly,  on  tho  same  day,  **  It  ie  dedared  and  cessity  of  an  high  steward,  in  the  case  of  an 

ordered,  by  the  lorda  ^nriiualand  temportd  inpar-  impeachment  might  be  infenred,  that  the  Com- 
^Samentaaeembled,tfuU  theqfftoe  of  anhighatew- 

wd  upon  triaU  ^peere  vpcn  impcaehmente,  it  1  This  resolution  my  lord  chief  baron  refer- 

not  ncoeeeary  to  the  Houae  ofPeera;  but  that  the  red  to  and  cited  In  hb  argument  upon  the  se- 
cond qaeecion  proposed  to  the  judges,  which  if 
before  stated. 

*  Aflerwarda  Earl  of  Nottingham.  §  This  amendment  arose  (h>m  an  exeeptfon 

t  In  the  Commons^  lournal  or  the  IMh  ofBfay  taken  to  the  commtMion  by  the  commktee  for 

It  sundech  thus :  Their  lordahips  further  declare  the  Commons,  which  as  Itlhen  stood  did  in  their 

to  the  committee,  that  a  lord  hieh  steward  was  opinion  imply  that  the  constluuing  a  lord  high 

made  hae  vice  only.    That  iiotwiihRianiling  the  steward    was  necessary.    Whereupon   it  was 

roakingofalordhighsteward,  the  court  remain,  agreed  by  the  whole  committee  or  Lords  and 

edthesame,  and  was  not  thereby  altered,  but  sdll  Commons,  that  the  commiasion  should  be  re* 

renaained  the  court  of  peers  in  parliamenL  That  called,  and  a  new  commission,  according:  to  the 

the  lord  hi^h  steward  was  but  as  a  speaker  or  said  amendmeni,  issue,  to  bear  date  a/ier  the 

chairman,  lor  the  more  orderly  proceeding  at  order  and  reaolution  of  the  15kh,  (Commons^ 

the  trials.  Journal  of  the  Idth  of  May.) 
Vol..  IU.-34 
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proptmdf  tad  lk»  hr&B  nndHf  9igf%d  Uhji^CrtmKmg^Aepr^mfiMqfiehm 

l»y  the  ameodrntat  in  lk»  atowanPt  coMmii^  Smteadmlii  An^Uta  {aifiu  prmmMa  ui  hoc 

tkaa  «hkh  I  have  alrMid/  Mated.  And  k  haUi,  fortg  tt^fuirUur)  ut  MoetpimuB  jtum  uaeat,  tra 

I  ooafeiB,  gnat  waight  with  Ma,  that  this  stiU  rotaaned ;  but  ihia  pra?«th  no  more  than 

whieh  mm  ai  the  aana  time  di»  that  the  great  eeal,  having  noauthoriiy  to  vaiy 

the  cases  ef  the  five  popish  tords,  ia  paini  of  fona,  hath  from  time  to  tina  very 

iAmniU  pass  for  theh*  triabi  ptndendy  followed  antieot  precedaBta. 

hMh  taken  ptaee,  in  eveiy  eonuMssioB  upon  I  have  already  stated  the  suheiimea  of  the 

JHipeadimenls  Car  treason^  sinee  that  time.*  oommiwifeni  ia  a  proceeding  in  tiiecoifft  of  the 

iAd  I  eaanot  help  remaiking,  that  in  the  case  high  stewaid,    I  wiU  now  staui  the  snhstanca 

of  Lord  Loaat,  when  neither  the  hsat  of  the  ofthatinapraoeedinginthecowtof  ihepeeis 

tioMS,  nor  the  jealousy  of  the  pattiesi  had  any  in  patUanMnt.    Andshallmakenseofthstin 

riMfo  in  the  pvoeeeding,  the  Honse  ordered,  theoasaef  the  Earlof  Kilmaraockand  ochers, 

**  That  the  oommisrion  tar  appointing  a  lord  as  being  the  latest,  and  in  point  of  fomapeo* 

high  stewafdshaU  he  in  the  like  ioaa  as  OmJt  ing  with  theformer  precedents.    The oonunis* 

Ibr  the  trial  of  ths  Lsrd  Viscoiwl  Slafibid,  sioa,  aaerrecUing  that  Wifliam  Eari  of  Kit- 

an  snmad  in  the  jiiiiinal  of  this  House,  on  narnock,  ho.  stand  indicted  before  oonnais* 

the  30lh  ef  November  MBO,  eioept  that  the  sionersofgRol  delivery,  in  the  county  of  Sonof^ 

same  ehaU  be  in  the  English  kuigoage.*'t  for  high  treason,  in  levying  war  againsi  tte 

I  win  nakeashort  oboOTvation  on  this  raatter.  king ;  and  that  the  king  iatendeth  that  the  said 

The  order,  on  the  13th  of  May  lft79,  for  William  Earl  of  Kilmamoek,  kc  shall  bo 

unying  4ie  fbrm  of  the  ooramiasion,  wss,  as  '  beard,  examined,  sentenced,  and  adjudged  be- 

appeareth  by  the  jonmal,  phdnly  mada,  incofr-  ibre hisMelf  in  this  preeoat  pariianeM,  touob- 

asyisnoe  of  the  reeelotion  of  the  12th,  and  ing  the  said  treason*  and  fiir  thai  the  cAce 

was  fbnaded  on  it ;  and  eonsequently  the  ce»>  of  stnward  of  Great  Britain  (whose  pfcasncn 

■Cant  unvarying  pvadice  with  regard  to  the  is  required  upon  this  occasion)  is  now  vacantt 

naw-ftna  goelh,  in  my  opinion,  a  great  way  as  we  are  inCbraed,  appoimcth  the  then  lord 

towards  shewmg,  that  ib  the  seats  of  all  sue-  chanceUour  steward  of  Great  Britain,  tohsar, 

eaeding  times,  thai  resolmion  was  not  the  exeoute,  and  eieraite  (for  thui  time)  the  said 

resak  a  faction,  or  a  Uameahte  jeabusy,  but  office,  with  all  things  due  and  belonging  to  tbo 

was  founded  in  sound  reason  and  true  policy,  saaae  office,  in  that  behalf. 

It  m^  be  objected,  that  the  reaohitioa  of  the  What,  therefore,  are  the  things  due  and  be- 

Itth  ef  May  1679,  goelh  no  iiirther  than  to  a  longing  to  the  office  in  a  case  of  this  kind  f 

proceeding  upon  impeachmenL    The  letter  of  Not,  as  in  the  court  of  tho  high  steward,  a 

the  resolution,  it  is  admitted,  goeth  no  further ;  right  of  judicature ;  for  the  commission  itself 

bnt  this  is  easily  aceounled  for:  A  prooeeding  aupposeth  that  right  to  reside  in  a  court  then 

by  hnpeaehment  was  the  sobieot  matter  of  the  subsisting  before  the  king  in  parliament.    Tite 

cooforence,  and  the  Oommons  had  no  pretenee  parties  are  to  be  there  heard,  sentenced,  and 

Id  hiteipose  in  any  other.    But  what  say  the  at^udged.    What  share  in  tho  proceedii^doth 

lords?    The  high  steward  is  but  as  a  ^eaker  the  high  steward  then  take  ?    By  the  practice 

or  €hainnan,pr9  iBfffMrc,  for  the  more  orderly  and  usage  of  the  court  of  the  peers  in  pailia- 

prooeedittg  at  the  trials ;  the  appointment  of  him  ment  he  giveth  his  vote  as  a  member  thereof 

doth  not  alter  the  nature  of  the  eourt,  wfaioh  with  the  rest  of  the  peers ;  but  for  the  sake  of 

stiB  remaineth  the  eourt  of  the  peers  in  parlia-  regularity  and  order,  he  presideth  during  tlis 

nenL    From  these  premises,  they  draw  the  trud,  and  until  judgment,  as  chairmin  or 

conclusion  I  have  mentioned.    Are  not  these  speaker, pro tonporr.  In  that  respect,  therefore, 

premises  equally  true  in  the  case  of  a  proceed-  it  may  be  properly  enough  said,  that  his  pre- 

inguponiodielnnentf    They  undoubtedly  an.  senoe  is  required  during  the  trial,  and  until 

It  must  lUtewise  be  admitted,  that  in  the  pro-  judgment,  and  in  no  other.    Herein  I  see  no 

eeeding  upon  indictment,  the  high  steward*s  difference  between  the  case  of  an  impeach- 

oonunission  hath  never  varied  from  the  an-  ment,andof  an  iadictment.    Tsay,  during  the 

tieot  form  in  such  cases.    The  words  objected  time  of  the  trial,  and  until  judgment,  beoauss 

the  court  haUi,  as  I  observed  before,  from  time 

•  See,  in  the  State  Trials,  tbeoommtaebos  in  to  time  done  various  acts,  plainly  judicial,  ba- 
the cases  of  the  Karl  of  Oxford,  Earl  of  Der-  fore  the  appointment  of  an  high  steward,  ami 
wemwa(er,ande(hers.LoniWlntounandLord  where  no  high  sujward  hath  evm- been  appoinl- 

♦  See  the  pMceedln«  printeri  by  ordar  of  the  ®^'  *™*  ®^«"  *^«'  *«  commission  dissolved. 
Rouse  of  Lords,  (4th  Fsbraary  1746.)  I  will  to  this  purpose  che  a  few  cases. 
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IftlMt,  wd  iMr«  ruled  wiUvgraat  dalik««tiHi>  tb*  Hmhs  raetirad  uid  recorded  the  ooidea» 
•■d)  fiw  Um  aMst  pMtr  upon  a  new  of  former  siiiniofdMeeefdieB  wlwpleide^giiU^,loBg 
IweeedeMto.    In  the  ceee  of  the  Ewl  of  Kit*     before  the  teste  of  the  highstewavd^s  ooanaiB* 


maiDook  and  elbeii,  the  lenle,  om  the  Mth  of    um,  ivWoh  Mniod  laenly  for  the  soleoBity  of 
JaMl74|,oidefed,thaita  writ  or  write  of  oa>>    giving  judgneat  agaioet  theanapan  their  coi^ 


tiorari  be  iesued  br  reaM»vi«g  the  indioiaieali    viotian*    Thie  appeaMth  by  the  oonanMoa 
befiira  the  Hoimb  ;  and  on  the  96th  tho  writ,     itwif:  ifc'ieoitelh,  that  the  EaH  of 


which  u  iMde  relttniabU  before  the  king  in  water  and  othen,Goi«aiDobiempmeeatipaf^ 

parbaoieat,  with  the  return  and  indiotneaia,  UanMoAe,  had  beca  iiapeecbed  by  the  Coi»> 

waareoeived  aadnsad.    On  the  n«Ktda.y,ap«  nana  for  high  treaaoa,  and  had,  Coram  B»bi< 

an  the  report  of  the  bide'  ooamiitteeo^  that  ia  pimnnti  parUamente,  pleaded  guilty  to  dnt 

thex  had  baea  attaoded  by  the  two  chief  jw-  impaaahment ;  and  that  the  kmg,  iaceading 

tina,  and  ohief  baron,  and  had  heard  themg  thaitthaaaid  Baiiof  Denwntwataraad  oihera, 

teaching  the  oomtraeiion  of  the  act  of  the  7th  d*  at  pm  paoditione  uoda  ipci  at  pnifeitur 

and  8ch  of  lUng  WUliaai,  "  For  legalating  uapetit',  aocuml',  el  oonvict'  exJuoni  ooram 

triaii  in  caaec  </  high  treaaea  and  miiprieion  aobic  ia  powaenti  parUamealo,  ceooadum  le» 

of  treacaa,*'  the  Howe,  open  reading  the  repert»  gen  et  coaouelaMlhiem  hiijw  wgai  aoetri  BAai^ 

qaoie  to  aeveml  reaokitipac,  founded  for  the  aa  Britaanim  andientnr,  cententieatar,  et  ad* 

BK>atparton.tl^ceactfuetMaofthatact,  What  judioentnr,eQnatitoieth  die  dmn  lord  ohaaoelkMBr 

that  eMMtmctiim  wee,  appeafath  from  the  loid  high  dewapd  {haa  vioe^  to  do  and  eieoute  all 

high  atewaid's  addrem.  l»  the  priienera,  jod  tbwgi  which  ta  dm  ofiue  of  high  dewcwd  ia 

before  their  armignmeaL    Having  maatioaed  that  behaif  dobekaig.    The  reoeivingand  ra» 

that  aol«  as  one  happy  toawigneace  of  die  r»>  emdiag  the  neafeeeioa  of  the  prieonem,  whioh 

Tetatmft,  he  addeth, "  However  injoriaacly  thai  moonied  ta  »  convictioa,  aa  that  nothing  r»> 

nevolutam  bath  been  tiadueed,  whatever  at-  aninad  bat  pioQeediiiy  to  judgiaent,  waa  eei^ 

tempta  have  beea  made  tatubvevt  thic  happy  taialy  anencreiae  of  judicial  authority,  whieh 

eatabtiabmcot  founded  on  it,  your  hwrdchipe  wiU  aa  amembly,  how  gcoat  eeevei,  nut  having  foil 

now  have  the  bene6t  of  that  in  in  fuU  eatent."  cognisance  of  the  oauoe,  oouU  exeraieek 

I  need  not,  after  thia,  raentioa  any  other  ju-  In.the  Gcaa  of  Lard  Saliobunr,  who  bad  beea 

did^  aeCe  done  by  the  Houae  in  thia  oaee,  be*  impeached  by  the  Gonuaoae  nr  high  tnaaeai 

foie  the  appoiatmeat  of  the  high  alewaad^  the  lovde,  opoa  hie  petition,  attewed  him  the 

aaay  dtere  are.    For,  the  pouiag  a  oooatraa* .  benefitof  the  aot  of  general  pardon  paaced  ia 

tioa  upon  an  act  relative  to  the  oMiduct  of  the  the  eeeood  year  of  William  and  Mary,  ao  for 

ooort,  and  the  right  of  the  Mbject  at  the  trial,  aa  to  diaeharge  him  6«m  hie  impriaanmant 

and  in  the  prooeedbiga  preparatory  to  it,  and  upon  a  eoaatnietioa  Uiey  pat  upon  that  act,  no 

thia  ina  oaae  entirely  new,  and  upon  a  point,  to  high  atewacd  ever  having  beea  a|ipoiaied  ia 

aay  no  mora  in  thb  pUkoe,  not  extremely  dear,  that  caaa.    On  die  Sd  of  October,  ittO,  upoB 

waa  uadoubtedly  an  exeroiao  of  aodioriiy  pro-  reading  the  eaii'a  petitiea,  aetting  forth  dmt 

par  only  for  a  court  having  fiiU  oopiiianoe  of  he  had  beea  a  priaoner  for  a  year  and  niaa 

the  oanae.  montha  in  the  tower,  notwithaf ending  the  lata 

I  will  not  mnutely  enumerate  Uw  aeveral  act  of  free  and  general  paidoa,  and  prayiag  to 


otdera  made  preparalery  ta  the  trial  of  Lord  be  diacharged,  the  lorda  ordered  the  judgea  to 

Lovat,  aad  ia  the  aeveral  eaaea  I  ahall  have  "'■^^  f*^  <be  Monday  foUowiag,  to  give  their 

occasion  to  mention,  touehing  the  time  and  opiniona,  whether  the  aaid  earl  be  pa^eaed  1^ 

place  of  the  trial,  die  allowance  or  non-allow-  the  act*     On  6th  the  judgea  deliverad  their 


ance  of  counsel,  and  odier  anattera  of  the  like  opinions,  that  if  hie  offeace  waa  committed 

kmd,  all  plainly  judicial,  becauae  die  likeordeta  before  die  ISdi  of  February  1688,  and  not  in 

occur  in  all  the  oasea  where  a  journal  of  the  Ireland,  or  b^pond  the  aeaa,  he  ia  pardoaed. 

preparatory  steps  haib  been  published  by  order  Whereupon  it  waa  ordered,  diat  he  Bb  admit- 

of  the  peers.    With  regard  to  Lord  Lovat'a  ted  to  ball,  and  the  next  day  he  and  htaauretiea 

case,  I  think  the  order  directing  the  form  of  ealerad  into  a  recogaiaaace  of  bail,  himaelf  in 

the  high  steward's  commission,  which  I  hare  JB.10,000  and  two  auretiea  in  £.6,000  eaoh ; 

already  taken  notice  of,  is  not  very  consistent  and  on  the  90th  he  and  bis  auretiea  were,  after 

with  the  idea  of  a  court,  whoee  powers  can  be^  a  long  debate,  diacharged  from  their  reoogai> 

auppoaed  todepend,  at  any  point  of  lime,  upon  zanoe.    It  will  not  Im  material  to  iaquire, 

the  exiatenee  or  disaokition  of  Uiat  ooouaimioB.  whelberthe  House  did  right  in  diachafg ing  the 

In  the  caaa  of  die  Earl  of  Darweatwater^  ami,  widioot  giving  tba  Cemmoaa  aa  oppoi«i» 
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Mtyof  teiof  hawd;RBeo,  in&etfthejcbim-  nnde,  in  the  cue  of  Loid  Nairn.    I  obierre, 

•d  wmi  exereised  a  right  of  judbcature  without  that  the  lord  chanoeHour  did  not  aik  thoae 

an  bi^  gtewafd— ^ivliich  ia  the  only  un  I  nadka  lords  what  they  had  to  say  why  axecotioa 

ofthieeaee.  ehocdd  not  be  awarded.     There  ww,  it  ii 

They  did  the  eame  in  the  cane  of  the  Eaii  probable,  some  Utile  delicacy  as  to  that  pooM. 

of  Garnwarth,  the  Lords  Widdrington  and  But  since  the  allowance  of  the  benefit  of  die 

Nairn,  long  after  the  high  steward's  oonunis-  act,  as  to  life  and  liberty,  which  was  all  that 

•ion  dissolved.     These  lords  had  judgment  was  prayed,  was  an  effectnal  bar  to  any  future 

passfH  on  them  at  the  same  time  that  judgment  imprisonment  on  that  account,  and  aho  to 

was  given  against  the  Lords  Derwentwater,  execution,  and   might  have  been  pleaded  as 

Nithadale,  and  Kennsure ;  and  judgment  being  such  in  any  court  whatsoever ;  the  whole  pr»> 

given,  the  high  steward  iinmediateiy  broke  his  eeeding  roust  be  admitted  to  have  been  u  a 

staff,  and  declared  the  comnussion  dissolved,  court  having  complete  jurisdiction  in  die  case, 

Thtf  continued  prisoners  in  the  tower,  un-  notwithstanding  the  high  steward's  oeomis- 

der  reprievee,  tiD  ibe  passing  of  the  act  of  g»-  sion  had  been  longdissolved-^which  is  all  the 

neral  pardon,  in  the  Sd  of  King  George  the  use  I  intended  to  make  of  this  case. 

First.    On  the  fist  of  November  1717,  the  I  wiU  not  recapitulate;   the  cases  I  have 

House  being  informed  that  dieee  lords  had  se-  cited,  uid  the  coiiduBions  drawn  from  them, 

varally  entered  into  recognisances  before  one  are  brought  into  a  very  narrow  compass.    I 

ef  the  judges  of  the  court  of  king's  bench,  for  will  only  add,  it  wouU  sound  extremely  harsh 

their  appearance  in  the  House  in  thii  sessions  to  say,  that  a  court  of  criminal  jorinlietian, 

ef  parliament ;  and  that  the  Lords  Camwarth  founded  in  inunemorial  usage,  and  Md  in 

and  Widdrington  were  attended  accordingly ;  judgment  of  law  before  the  king  himmlf,  can 

and  that  the  Lord  Nairn  was  ill  at  Bath,  and  in  any  event  whatever  be  under  an  ulier  inca- 

could  not  then  attend ;  the  Lords  Garnwarth  pacity  of  proceeding  to  trial  and  judgment, 

and  Widdrington  were  called ;  and  severally  either  of  condemnation  or  acquittal,  the  nlti- 

at  the  bar  prayed  that  thmr  appearance  might  mate  objects  of  every  criming  proceeding, 

he  recorded ;  likewiw  prayed  the  benefit  of  the  without  certain  supplemental  powan  derivol 

act  for  hii  majesty's  .genoral  and  free  pardon,  from  the  crown. 

Whereupon  the  House  ordered,  that  Uieir  ap-  These  cases,  with  the  observations  I  have 

pearance  be  recorded,  and  that  they  attend  made  on  them,  I  hope  sufficiently  warrant  die 

again  tonnorrow.,  in  order  to  plead  the  pardon,  opinion  of  the  judges  upon  that  part  of  the 

And  the  recognizance  of  the  Lord  Nairn  was  >  second  questicm  in  the  case  of  the  latf>  Eail 

respited  till  tfauat  dajr  fortnight.    On  the  mar-  Ferrers,  which  I   have  already  mentioned, 

row  the  L<Mds  Garnwarth  and  Widdrington,  And  also  what  was  advanced  by  the  lord  diief 

then  attending,  were  called  in;  and  the  k>rd  baron  in  his  argument  on  that  question,  "  that 

chancetlour  acquainted  them  severally,  that  it  though  the  office  of  high  steward  sbouM  hap- 

appeared  by  the  records  ofthe  House,  that  they  pen  to  determine  before  execution  done  ao- 

severally  stood  attainted  of  high  treason ;  and  cording  to  the  judgment,  yet  die  court  of  the 

ttriced  diem  severally,  what  they  had  to  say,  why  peers  in  parliament,  where  that  judgment  was 

they  should  not  be  remanded  to  the  tower  o(f  given,  would  subsist  for  all  the  purposes  of 

London  ?    Thereupon  they  severally,  upon  justice  during  the  sitting  of  the  parliament." 

their  knees,  prayed  the  benefit  of  the  act,  and  And  consequently  that  in  the  case  supposed 

that  they  might  have  their  lives  and  liberty  by  the  question,  that  court  might  appoint  a 

pursuant  thereunto.   And  the  attorney-general,  new  day  for  the  execution, 
who  then  attended  for  that  purpose,  declaring 

that  he  had  no  objection,  on  his  majesty's  behalf,  ».i._ 
to  what  was  prayed,  conceiving  that  those  lords, 

not  having  made  any  escape  smce  their  convio-  APPENDIX,  No.  S. 

taon,  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  act  ;^  ^      ■.it^.^irj 

the  House,  after  reading  the  chiuse  in  the  act  Q'Y^*™;*  »f^  ^  ^/^  ^  theJuAgm, 

relating  to  that  matter,  agreed  that  they  should  ^  ^.  Impeadawd  of  tVantn  Hasltng*, 

be  aUowed  the  benefit  of  the  pardon,  as  to  their  ^'Sf'lL  "^AJ^  .^"J"".?  ^  thtJydg^, 

lives  and  liberties;  and  discharged  their  re-  ;^°^  ^^  ***   ^^^^  ^"""^   "^ 

cognizances,  and  gave  them  leave  to  depart  -^"laMles. 

without  further  day  given  for  their  appearance.  First  ^u«s«tofi.--Whether,  when  a  witness 

On  the  6th  of  December  following  the  like  prodoccd  and  examined  in  a  criminal  proceed- 

aroccedings  were  had,  and  the  like  orders  ing  by  a  prosecutor  disclaims  all  knowledge 
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of  ray  matter  to  iDterrogaled,  h  be  compeleBt  Esquire,  cotmeiUoarii  oooititoted  and  appointed 

f(Mr  Mch  proeecutor  to  punae  such  ezamina^  the  govemour-geoeral  and  council  of  the  said 

tion,  by  proposing  a  question  containing  the  United  Company'sPresidency  of  Port  William 

particulars  of  an  answer  supposed  to  haye  in  Bengal,  by  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  the 

been  made  by  such  witness  before  a  commit-  last  session,  intituled,  **  An  act  for  establishing 

lee  of  the  House  of  Coounons,  or  in  any  other  certain  regulations  for  the  better  management 

place;  and  by  demanding  of  him  whether  the  of  the  affairs  of  the  East- India  Company,  as 

particulars  so  suggested  were  not  the  answer  well  in  India  as  in  Europe ;"  of  the  29ih  of 

«he  had  somade?    1788,  Feb.29.— Pa.  418.  March  1774,  Par.  91, 92,  and  35 ;  the  consul- 
tation of  the  11th  March  1775 ;  the  consults- 

Jtsuwer. — The  lord  diief  baron  of  the  court  tion  of  the  19th  of  March  1775,  up  to  the  time 
of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  <^inion  that  Mr.  Hastings  left  the  council ;  the  consuU 
of  the  judges,  upon  the  question  of  law  put  to  tation  of  the  90th  of  March  1775 ;  the  letter 
them  on  Friday  the  29th  of  Febniary  last,  as  written  by  Mr.  Hastings  to  the  court  of  direo 
fbllows— *'  That  when  a  wimeas  produced  and  ton  on  the  S5th  of  March  1775-it  being  alleged 
examined  in  a  criminal  proceeding  by  a  pro-  that  Mr.  Hastings  took  no  steps  to  explain 
Stfcutor  disclaims  all  knowledge  of  any  matter  or  defend  his  conduct'— are  sufficient  to  intro- 
so  interrogated,  it  is  not  competent  for  such  duoe  the  examination  of  Nundcomar,  or  the 
prosecutor  to  pursue  such  examination,  by  pro-  proceedings  of  the  rest  of  the  oouncillours  on 
posing  a  question  containing  the  particidars  the  said  19th  of  March,  after  Mr.  Hastings  left 
of  an  answer  supposed  to  have  been  made  by  the  council,  such  examination  and  proceedings 
such  wimess  before  a  committee  of  the  House  charging  Mr.  Hastings  with  corruptly  re- 
ef Commons,  or  in  any  other  place ;  and  by  ceiving  three  lacks  64,105  rupees  ? 
demanding  of  him  whether  the  pariiculars  so  1789,  May  21. — ^Pa.  790. 
suggested  were  not  the  answers  he  had  so 

made."                1788,  April  10.— Pa.  592.  ./Iiuioer.— The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court 

of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion 

Second  QusHion* — ^Whether  it  be  competent  of  tfie  judges,  upon  the  said  question,  in  the 

for  the  managers  to  produce  an  examinati<m  negative— and  gave  his  reasons, 

taken  without  oath  by  the  rest  of  the  council  1789,  May  27.— Pa.  771. 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Hastings  the  govemour- 

generol,  charging  Mr.  Hastings  with  corruptly  Fourth  Queffum.— -Whether  the  public  ao- 

receiving  three  lacks  54,105  rupees,  which  ex-  counts  of  the  nizamut  and  bhela,  under  the 

amination  came  to  hii  knowledge,  and  was  by  aeal  of  the  begum,  attested  also  by  the  nabob, 

him  transmitted  to  the  court  of  directors  as  a  and  transmitted  by  Mr.  Goring  to  the  board  of 

proceeding  of  the  said  councillours,  in  order  to  council  at  Calcutta,  in  a  letter  bearing  date 

introduce  the  proof  of  his  demeanour  there-  the  29th  June  1775,  received  by  them,  recorded 

upon ; — it  being  alleged  by  the  managers  for  without  objection  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hastings, 

the  Commons,  that  he  toc^  no  steps  to  dear  and  transmitted  by  him  likewise  without  ob- 

himself,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  directors,  of  jection  to  the  court  of  directors,  and  alleged  to 

the  guilt  thereby  imputed,  but  that  he  took  contain  accounts  of  money  received  by  Mr  Has- 

active  means  to  prevent  the  examination  by  tings;  and  it  being  in  proof  that  Mr.  Hastings 

the  said  councillours  of  his  servant  Cantoo  on  the  11th  of  May  1778,  moved  the  board  to 

Baboo  7                1789,  May  14. — ^Pa.  677.  comply  with  the  requisitions  <^  the  nabob  Mo- 

bareck  ul  Dowlah,  to  reappoint  thb  Munny 

^nsieer.— The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court  Begum,  and  rajah  Goordass  (who  made  up 
of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  those  accounts)  to  the  respective  offices  th^ 
of  the  judges,  upon  the  said  question,  in  the  before  filled — and  which  was  accordingly  re- 
negative — and  gave  his  reasons.  solved  by  the  houtd — ought  to  be  read  1 

1789,  May  90.— Pa.  718.  1789,  June  17.— Pa.  855. 

Third  Queation. — ^Whether  the  instructions  Annoer. — The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court 

fiom  the  court  of  directors  of  the  United  Com-  of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion 

pany  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to  the  of  the  judges,  upon  the  said  question,  in  tfie 

East-Indies  to  Warren  Hastmgs,  Esquire,  negative— 4ind  gave  his  reasons, 

govemour-goneral ;  Lieutenant-general  John  1789,  June  24. — Pa.  922. 
Clavering,  the  Honourable  George  Mons<», 

Richard  Barwell,  Esquire,  and  Philip  Francis,  Fifth  Queatum.— Whether  the  paper  deli- 
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TM«dbf  8ir£UiiJiInpe7,oDUM7thQrjiaI]r  •fths  jnd«wii|KntUMidituMtkn--'*Tb«i 

1715,  in  the  aipraia*  court,  to  tbo  fccrataiy  it  m  imC  conpetaat  to  tba  niiiA(«fs  fix  tb» 

of  the  atuprwDo  coiaeU,  ui  order  to  hetnii**  Comngqt  to  put tbt  €»lloviiif  quMiioB  totk* 

mittod  to  the  coobcUm  the  reoolutioo  of  tlie  witDMi,  upon  the  sixth  article  of  chvfe ;  Tiz. 

court  in  respect  to  the  claim  ntde  Car  Roy  What  inprewioB  tho  letting  of  the  lands  t» 

IUdadu]m,onaccouatofhisbeuigTakeei  of  KdkiwnaiidCuUiaaSiBf  tuiieoothoiainda 

the  nabob  Mobsreck  ul  DowIah^Aad  which  of  the  iwhahitattts  of  that  country^,  ami  fare 

paper  was  the  subject  of  the  delibeFatioQ  of  the  hiaiMMoa.  1790,  April  S9.«— Pa.41S, 

ooHBci)  on  the  31st  July  1775|  Mr.  Hastiaft 

hobf  then  prasent,  and  by  then  transmitted  to       Eighth  QiMitioii.^Whether  it  be  competont 

Ihe  court  of  directors,  as  a  groundTor  such  u^  to  the  managers  for  the  Commons  to  put  the 

■UuctKMis  from  the  court  of  directors  as  tlm  fbUowing  (piestion  lo  the  witoosst  upon  tha . 

ooeasion  might  seem  to  require— may  be  ad-  serenth  article  of  charge ;  viz.  "  Whatbv 

mitted  as  evidence  of  the  actual  state  and  situp-  more  oppressions  did  acmaily  exist  undor  tba 

ation  of  the  nabob)  with  reference  to  the  Eng-  new  institatioo  than  under  d»e  old  ?" 
liahgeremment?    1789,  July  S.-^a.  1001.  1790,  April  S9^Pa*  415. 


^sMMr.-'Tbe  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court  ulnHMrvi^The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  comt 

cf  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  of  exchequer  delivered  the  nnanimotis  opinion 

of  the  judges,  upon  the  said  question,  u  the  of  the  judges  upon  the  said  questioi^^^  Thai 

V^rTTHif^'^T — ^"^  gave  his  reasons.  it  is  not  competeitf  to  the  managem  isr  tba 

1789,  July  7.«*Pa.  10S0»  Commons  to  put  the  fi)Uowing  qiuestioo  to  tba 

witness,  upon  the  seventh  article  of  charge , 

Sislh  QiMffioiu-^Wbelhor  it  be,  or  be  not,  vix.  Whether  more  oppre88ion»  did  actual^ 

competent  to  the  managers  for  the  Commons  exist  under  the  new  institution  than  nades  tlm 

to  give  evidence  upgn  Uie  chai^gs  in  the  sixth  old*' — and  gave  his  reasoM. 

article,  to  prove  thai  thr  rent  at  which  the  do<  1790,  May  4.— Pa.  4S8. 
fendant,  Warren  Hastings,  let  the  lands  meop 

tioned  in  the  said  sixth  article  of  charge,  to  Ninth  QiieiCiofi.->-Whether  the  lottei  of  the 

Kelleram,  fell  into  axrear  and  was  deficient —  13th April  1 781  can  be  given  in  evidence  by  the 

and  whether,if  proof  were  offered  that  the  rent  managers  for  the  ("ommoos,  to  prove  that  tha 

foU  into  airear  immediately  after  the  letting^the  letter  of  the  6th  of  Maj  1 781 ,  already  givea  in 

evidence  would  in  that  case  be  competent.  evidence,  relative  to  the  aboation  of  the  provin. 

1790,  April  SIS,— Pa.  864.  cial  cooacil,  and  the  subsequent  appointment  cf 

the  coikunitteeof  reveoue,wa8  false  in  any  other 

^luioer.— The  lord  chief  baron  of  the  court  particular  than  that  which  is  charged  in  the  7th 

of  exchequer  delivered  the  unanimous  opinion  article  of  charge  ?  .  1790,  May  20.— Pa.  557. 
of  the  jodgee  upon  the  said  question—'*  That 

it  ia  not  competent  to  the  managers  for  the  ^tuuMr.— .The  lord  chief  baroo  of  the  covrt  of 

Commons  to  give  evidence  upon  the  charge  exchequer  delivered  the  uoaniinouB  opinion  of 

is  the  sixth  article,  to  prove  that  the  rent  at  the  judges  upon  the  said  questioiH-**  That  it  ia 

vcbich  the  defendant,  Warren  Hastings,  let  the  not  competent  for  the  managers  on  the  part  of 

lands  mentioned  in  the  said  sixth  article  of  the  Commons  to  ^ve  any  evidence  on  the  «»• 

charge,  to  Kelleram,  fell  into  arrear,  and  was  venth  artide  of  impeachment,  to  prove  that  the 

dfffici«nt**-«-and  gave  his  reasoni^  letter  of  the  5th  May  1 78 1  is  false  in  any  other 

1790,  April  27  .—Pa.  386..  particular  than  that  wherein  it  is  expressly 

charged  to  be  false"^*8od  gave  his  reasons. 

Seventh  Quej^vm.— Whether  it  be  compe*  1790,  June  2.— Pa.  634. 
tent  for  the  managers  for  the  Commons  to  put 

the  following  question  to  the  witness  upon  the  Tenth  Qvotfon.-^Whether  it  be  c<Mnpetrat 

sixth  article  of  charge :  viz.  "  What  impree>  to  the  managers  for  the  Commons  to  examine 

sion  the  letting  of  the  lands  to  Kelleram  and  the  witness  to  any  acooimt  of  the  debate  which 

CaUian  Sing  inade  on  the  minds  of  the  inhabit-  waabad  on  the  9th  day  of  July  1778,  prrvious 

9»U  of  thai  country  ?**  to  the  written  minutea  that  appear  i^on  the 

1 790,  April  27.— Pa. 391.  consultation  of  that  date  ? 

1794,  February  85.— Lorda*  Mimitaa. 

Aniwer. — The  lord  chief  banm  of  the  court 

of  txohnyior  dtftivorad  the  unanimous  epioaon  uiiiMer.— The  lord  chief  juMice  of  tho  oopt 
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of  common  plaas  delivered  the  unmnimoas  made  upon  Cheit  Sing  and  the  period -of  his 

opinion  of  the  judges  upon   the  said  quee-  leaving  Bengal,  it  was  at  any  time  in  his 

tion — **■  That  it  is  not  competent  to  the  mana-  power  to  have  reversed  or  put  a  stop  to  the  d^ 

gets  for  t}ie  Commons  to  examine  the  witness,  mand  upon  Cheit  Sing,  the  same  not  being 

Philip  Francis,  Esquire,  to  any  account  of  the  relative  to  any  matter  originally  given  in  evi- 

deiNite  which  was  had  on  the  9th  day  of  July  dence  by  the  defendant"— and  gave  his  reasons. 
1778,  previous  to  the  written  minutes  that  ap-  1794,  March  1.— Lords'  Minutes, 

pear  upcm  the  consultation  of  that  date''— ^md 

gave  his  reasons.  Twelfth  ^itntion. — ^Whether  a  paper,  read 

1794,  February  27. — ^Lords'  Minutes.  in  the  court  of  directors  on  the  4ih  of  Novem- 
ber 1783,  and   then  referred  by  ihem  to  the 

Eleventh  Queafion. — Whether  it  is  oompe-  c<Nisideration  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 

tent  (or  the  managers  for  the  Commons,  in  court ;  and  again  read  in  the  court  of  directors 

reply,  lo  ask  the  witness,  whether,  between  on  the  19th  of  November  1783,  and  amended, 

the  time  of  the  original  demand  being  made  and  ordered  by  them  to  be  published  for  th« 

upon  Cheit  Sing,  and  the  period  of  the  witness's  information  of  the  proprietors,  can  be  received 

leaving  Bengal,  it  was  at  any  lime  in  his  in  evidence  in  reply  to  rebut  the  evidence 

power  to  have  reversed  or  put  a  slop  to  the  de-  given  by  thtf  defendant,  of  the  thanks  of  the 

mand  upon  Cheit  Sing;  the  same  not  being  court  of  directors,  signified  to  him  on  the  S8th 

relative  to- any  matter  originally  given  in  evi-  of  June  1785. 

dence  by  the  defendant  7  1794,  March  1. — ^Lords'  Minutes. 

1794,  February  27.— Lords*  Minutes. 

^nsiDo*.— 'Whereupon  the  lord  chief  justice 

Ajmoer, — ^The  lord  diief  justice  of  the  court  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  having  conferred 

of  common  pleas  delivered  the  unanimoua  with  the  rest  of  the  judges  present,  delivered 

opinion  of  the  judges  upon  the  said  queAi<Hi-^  their  unanimous  opinion  upon  the  said  t^am* 

**  That  it  is  not  competent  for  the  managers  for  tion,  in  the  negative— and  gave  his  reasons, 
uie  Commons  to  ask  the  witness,  whether,  1794,  March  l.^Loids'  MinotM. 

oecweoi  the  time  of  the  original  demand  being 
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